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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
I'nion  ttud  Coufedprate  navies,  wliich  was  bejruii  July  7,  1SS4,  was 
orgftnizcii  under  tlie  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  V.  ,S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  aftf'rvvards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  Auji^iibt,  1S9(>,  tiie  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
KificatioR  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutejiant-Com- 
miinder  F.  M.  Wis<^  V.  S.  Navy,  who.  having  received  orders  t(»  sea, 
was  rcUeved  by  Lieutenunt-<^'omniaiider  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy, 
ID  Mfty,  189a. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  (inally  authorized  by  art  of  Con- 
^•ss  af>proved  July  31,  1S04,  atul  beyun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  tirst 
five  Tfilumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and 
ibe  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  dlstrilmtion  of 
these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Professor  Edwani  K.  Rawson,  V.  S.  Navy,  as  superin- 
tendent, under  whose  able  administration  volumes  6-14  were  pub- 
lished. Professor  Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Academy  September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Charles  W.  Stewart. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  tlie  Department.  Tliis  plan  includes 
only  the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  cerliiicd  U\  bo  contempora- 
neous naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  dividetl  into  three  series,  in 
the  following  order  of  arrangement : 

I.  Tiie  first  series  embraccji  the  rci>ort.s»  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence, both  Union  and  Confc-derat-e,  relating  to  all  naval  operations 
on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United 
Stales  during  the  war  of  tite  rebellion,  together  witb  the  operatitnts 
ut  vessels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  m  dilTerenl 
parts  of  the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  oci'aaional 
maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  senee  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  s(|uadrons  an<i 
tli>lillas.  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  pos-sihle,  the  T^nioii  rcjxjrta  of 
ttuy  events  are  irame<liately  followed  bj'  the  Confederate  reports. 
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n.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy, 
including  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  speciid 
reports  of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of 
bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as 
far  as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
Vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  dxiring  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  tliemselves  or  from 
the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspond- 
ence between  flag-officers  and -their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been 
obtained,  and  they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of 
the  work.  The  reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly 
complete.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  rec- 
ords are  not  equally  complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in 
collecting  them,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives 
of  the  Confederate  Navy  Department  was  burned  at  the  ciose  of  the 
war.  Frequent  careful  searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the 
country,  conducted  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Department,  have 
brought  to  light  many  duplicates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the 
personal  files  of  participants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will 
revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead 
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them  Ui  bring  to  the  notice  of  Ihe  Department  the  whcreaboulB  of  any 
papers  Iwarinor  upon  naval  operations  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they 
may  have  knowledge. 

The  eighteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  18),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  givo^  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  February'  21  to  July  14, 
ISei.  The  present  volume  (Seiics  I,  vol.  19)  gives  the  operations  of 
Ihf  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  July  15,  1862,  to  March  14, 

The  reportK  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologic  ally,  with  a 
distiuot  hnadiiig  for  every  pai>er.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sidea  t(»ok  part  the  Confedeiute  reports  (where  tlun"^  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscella- 
neous Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  lablc  of  contents  will  show  tiie  context  of  these  Con- 
federate papers.  It  Is  believed  tliat  tlie  clironological  arrangement 
of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  c'onijtlele  index  to  each 
volume,  will  aflford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  cofitenLs  without 
other  mibdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  tlic  pa[>ers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
ehronological  order  has  t)een  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
1  avc  been  placed  tt^ther  in  the  compilation. 

[L  CuABUss  W.'Stewabt, 

"  CompiUr. 

Navt  Department. 
Washington,  D.  C,  May,  1905. 
Note,— The  following  Ls  an  extract  from  tlie  law  governing  tlie  dis- 
Irtbiition  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  IS94): 
*  *  *  Of  said  numher,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
land  one  hundred  and  twelve* copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
ILousand  and  ft»rty-<'igiit  copies  for  tlie  use  of  the  Navj'  Department 
and  fr>r  distribution  by  the  He<Tetarv  of  the  Navy  among  ofBcei-s  of 
(he  Navy  and  c(«itribut^)i>i  t<i  the  worK.  Tlie  f|Ui)tiis  herein  authorized 
of  soiil  publication  for  the  Stniate  ami  House  of  Kepre.sentaiives  shall 
\w  sent  b^  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  oi-ffanizations, 
and  individuals  as  mav  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representa- 
tives, and  Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Cttngress,  it  being  the  purpose 
of  thl'*  distribution  hi'ivin  provided  for  to  place  these  recoi*ds  in  public 
libraries,  and  with  permanent  oiganizations  having  libraries,  so  far 
AS  such  libraries  may  exist  in  tlie  several  States  and  Territories, 
Kacfi  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty'-four  and  each  ]ie|>- 
nrs/*ntalivp  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses, 
anti  the  volumes  shall  he  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed;  and  all  set-s  that  nuiy 
not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  b^' 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum 
added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the 
Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators, 
Representatives,  or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  -who 
thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individ- 
uals. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose 
instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

.  The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  ATnerica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  tne  undis- 
tributed copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries, 
oiganizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress apj)roved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided 
in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  lor  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navv  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cnilaere. 

Weat  iDdU  (Flying)  Squadroa,  under  Acting  Rear-Admlral  Wilkes,  U.  8.  N.,  18A2-1863. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1883-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  tbe  Peosacola  Navy  Yard. 
Cooperation  of  tbe  Navy  In  tbe  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  tbe  Navy  lu  tbe  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 
Abandonment  and  destruction  of  tbe  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  V.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  LleuteDant  Wyman,  U.  8.  N.,  1861-ia(>2. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harvood,  U.  S.  N..  1862-1863. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker.  IT.  6.  N.,  186-1-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringbam,  ir.  s.  N.,  U&y  13  to  Sept.  23,  1861. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Pendergrast,  V.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  defenaee  of  Virginia  and  Nortb  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-OQicer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N..  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862: 

Naval  defenses  ot  Virginia  and  Nortb  Carolina,  under  Flag-OtBcer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under.FIag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-OtBcer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admlral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  I862-I864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitobell,  C.  S.  N. 

•  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  Nortb  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River.  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Oflicer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1854-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfBcers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Oflicer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admlral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Geot^a,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall.  C.  S.  N. 

•  Naval  Defenses  ot  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.8.  N. 
Bouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

•Naval  Defenses  ot  Charleston  Harbor, South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Tucker,  C.S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  8.  N. 


•Tbe  Confederate  material  under  this  head  Is  very  scant.  It  Is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have 
an/  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval  War 
Baoords*  Nary  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Qulf  Blockading  Squadrona,  1861-1865. 

Quit  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offloer  Mervioe,  U.  8.  K.,  1861. 
Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offloer  UcKean,  U.  8.  N.,  186I-I8B2. 

'Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Ofllcer  Eollfna,  C.  8.  N. 
East  Oult  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  McKean,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 
East  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear^Admiral  Lardner,  U,  8.  N.,  1862, 
East  Quit  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admlral  Bailer,  U.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 
East  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  8.  N.,  1864-1966. 
West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offloer  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  186^1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  MisalasippI  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Uitcbell,  C.  8.  N.,  1S62. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Randolpb,  C.  8.  N. 
Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  Interim),  IS63. 
West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  18M. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Bucbaoao,  C.  6.  N. 

West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Oult  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admlral  Thatcher,  U.  B.  N.,  1865. 

•  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offioer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Foote,  I'.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Hollins,  C.  8.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Davis,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

•  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 
'Mississippi  Rirer  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  8.  N. 
'Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Ftag-Offlcer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admlral  Porter,  U.  8.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  J-«e,  U.  S.  N.,  lt<A4-1865. 

•Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  8.  N. 


*Tbe  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who  have 
any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subiect  will  communicate  with  the  Offloe  of  Naval  War 
Reoords,  Nary  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Umled  SiaUa  vettd*  of  war  aerving  in  the  Wat  G^f  Blaeigding  Squadron,  Jidy  15, 186S,  to 

MarehU  iS6S. 
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*Not  loiutd. 
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Screw  Btaarner. 
...do........ 


421 

Mi 

730 

.^K7 

I,<»2 

1,373 

787 

U3T 

721 

I.OUfl 

tSQ 

I, ore 

171 
J,  158 
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t  Transferred  Irom  UisslsBlppl  Squadron. 
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LIST  OF   UNITED    STATES   VESSELS   OF   WAR. 


UnUed  States  vessels  of  war  serving  tn  iKe  West  Oidf  Blodcading  Squadron,  July  IS,  186S,  to 
MartA  U,  i^(>5— Continued. 


Name. 


Pinola 

PocaboDtaa 

Portsmouth — 

Potomac 

Preble 

R.  R.  Cuyler 

Rachel  Seaman . 

Reindeer* 

Reliance  t 

Relief 

Richmond 

Bachem 

Sam  Houston.. 

San  tee 

Sarah  Bruen  — 

Sciota 

Sea  Foam 


Fourth... 

Third 

Thim 

Second  . . . 
Fourth... 

Third 

Fourth... 
Fourth... 
Fourth... 
Fourth... 
Second  .  - . 
Fourth... 
Fourth... 
Second  . . . 
Fourth... 
Fourth... 
Fourth . . . 
Sidney  C.  Jones !  Fourth . , . 


Rata. 


Tonnage. 


(t)        I 
Fourth...! 

First ' 

Third '■ 

Fourth...; 


SumterJ 

Supply 

Susquehanna 

Tennessee 

Velocity 

Vincennes '  Third 

Westaeld |  ThinI 

William  G.  Anderson !  Fourth... 

Winona Fourth.. . 

Wissahlrkon ,  Fourth . . . 


S07 
0M 

98g 

1,708 
566 

1,202 
303 

(t) 

300 

468 

1,929 

If» 

66 

1,726 

233 

507 

2SI 

245 

(t) 

547 

2,450 

1,275 

(t) 

700 

822 

.'193 

507 

507 


Class. 


Screw  steamer 

do , 

Ship 

do 

do 

Screw  steamer 

Hortar  schooner 

Schooner  

SIde-wbecl  steamer. 

Storeship 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Schooner 

Ship 

Mortar  schooner 

Screw  steamer 

Brlgantine 

Mortar  schooner 

Ram 

Ship 

Side-wheel  steamer. 

do 

Schooner 

Ship 

Side-wheel  steamer. 

Bark 

Screw  steamer 

do 


Crew. 


75 

173 
Ifil 
331 

6S 
116 

13 


Guns. 


(t) 
(t) 


51 
261 
52 


(t) 


427 
35 
65 
35 
36 


(t) 


74 
2A4 
217 

2.5 
102 
116 
102 

93 

80 


(t) 


(t) 


4 

II 

22- 
34 
10 
10 

3 

3 

3 
23 

5 

1 
50 

8 

3 

3 

5 

7 
15 
5 
1 
19 
« 
7 
4 
4 


*  Captured  September  17, 1862.    Known  also  as  Jeff  Davis.    1  Known  afterwards  us  U.  S.  S.  Hollyhock, 
t  Not  found.  %  Transferr»l  Irom  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Vexsela  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron  that  cooperated  iviih  the  West  Guff  Blockading  Squadron 
during  the  period  covered  by  this  volume. 


1 
Name.                 1      Rate. 

Toonagc. 

1,000 
512 
512 

1,000 
TOO 
442 
468 

Class. 

Crew. 
157 

Guns. 

do 

158  1              11 

Cincinnati \  Third 

do 

251                   13 

Eaaex* '  Third 

do 

163 

7 

51 
144 

186 

4 

Ram 

13 

Tyler '  Fourth... 

500 

67                    9 

^Transferred  to  the  West  Gull  Blockading  Squadron,     t  Formerly  the  C.  S.  ram  General  Sumter. 
Vessels  of  the  EUet  Ram  Fleet  mentioned  in  this  vtHumt. 

Name. 


Lancaster 

Queen  of  the  West 
Switzerland 


Rate. 

Fourth... 
Fourth . . . 
Fourth... 

Tonnage. 

Class. 
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1 
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WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  JULY  15,  1862,  TO  MARCH  14,  1863. 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FBOM  JULY  15,  1S62.  TO  HAECH  U.  1863. 


Bmoemmt  of  thf  C.  S.  ram  Arkansas  unth  U.  S.  stfam^s  CarfmdtUi, 
Tylfr,  antLQueen  oj  the  West,  in^Iutlin/f  her  passngf.  thron^h  the  cmn- 
(nned  Federal  fleets  abotw  Vicisburff  July  Jo,  and  iioini irund j^fiunttfe 
of  the  Federal  fleet  jnist  Vicksbunj,  including  engagement  of  tne  C.  S, 
rum  Arkansas  with  the  V.  S.  steamers  Fssex  ami  Queen  of  the  )Vest, 

Ord^  ef  Tlftg-Offieer  Tarrftgac,  U.  B.  Bav;,  u  Comraandar  Ball,  U.  8.  Navy,  eonunandlnf 
IS.  8.  B.  BrooklyD,  in  viev  of  the  paMage  of  the  fleet  by  the  C.  S.  ram  Arkasaaa. 

[Jl'LY  \r>,  1S62.1 
Dkaii  Captain:  The  rebel  ram  cume  down  this  moruuiji  and  took 
thr  fire*  of  the  whole*  flrct  nnd  inissi-tl  <h>ftn.  She  shows  no  col<irs. 
Ik»  nri'pnrrd  for  her  or  to  rnnie  u[>  to  take  a  liand  at  the  town.  I 
shMll  attAck  the  town  and  try  to  destroy  the  ram  us  soon  as  wc  get 
tlie  steam  up.  Tell  Uenshaw  Uy  get  tiie  mortars  to  work  on  Uie 
town.  Tlie  ram  ih  chocolate  color;  very  low. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Fauragiit, 

Floif-Oficer. 
Captain  Bkll, 

Brvokiyn. 


[Telegram.] 

CAUtO,Juhi2t,  1S62. 

(Received  22d.) 


on 


Rebel  gunboat  Arkansas,  armed  with  12  rifled  68-poundcre.  came 
t  of  Ya^iM>  River  Tuesday,  [July  l.'ij.  She  encovnitered  first  the 
Tater,  t.-arapd*:ht,  and  ram  Ijineaftfer  *  and  after  a  runnin"  Hght  of  10 
mdes  the  ('aroudfiei  closet!  with  the  rebel,  when  botli  vessels  p^rounded, 
fitrhting  side  by  side.  liebol  beinf^  outside  Hucceeded  in  jjettinc  oiF. 
TTie  Ttjler  llii-n  steamed  ahead.  maintHininj;  ii  running  light  until  the 
flct^t  was  reitehed,  hill,  our  trans[)orts  being  iu  range,  prevented  an 
effective  fire  from  our  gtud^oata. 

T\\e  Arkansas  succeeded  in  getting  to  Vicksburg  under  shelter  of 
the  bftlieriea.  to  appearances  much  injured. 

*nefen  to  r.  S.  S.  Qutrn  oj  tU  WeM, 
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Total  Union  loss  27  men  killed  and  wounded,  among  them  the  engi- 
neer and  pilot  of  the  Tyler. 

Farragut'a  entire  fleet  is  below  Vicksbui^. 
SUght  damage  to  our  vessels. 

Geo.  D.  Wise, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Chief  of  Buheau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department, 


Beport  of  FUg-OffiMT  Farragnt,  U,  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  eioape  of  the  G.  B.  ram  ArkaBW. 

No.  145.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartfobd, 

Bel(yw  Vickshurg,  July  17,  186g. 

Sir:  It  is  with  deep  mortification  that  I  announce  to  the  Departr 
ment  that,  notwithstanding  mv  prediction  to  the  contrary,  the  iron- 
clad ram  Arkansas  has  at  length  made  her  appearance  and  took  us  all 
by  surprise.  We  liad  heara  that  she  was  up  at  Liverpool,  in  the 
Yazoo  River,  and  I^ieu tenant-Colonel  Ellet  mformed  me  that  tho 
river  was  too  narrow  for  our  gunboats  to  turn,  and  that  the  river  was 
shallow  in  places,  but  suggested  that  Flag-Officer  Davis  might  send 
up  some  of  his  ironclad  boats,  which  drew  only  6  or  7  feet  of  water. 
When  this  was  proposed  to  Flag-Officer  Davis,  he  consented  immedi- 
ately, and  General  WiUiams  offered  to  send  up  a  few  sharpshooters. 
The  next  morning  they  went  off  at  daylight,  and  by  6  in  the  morning 
we  heard  firing  up  the  river,  but  supposed  it  to  be  the  gunboats  firing 
at  the  flying  artillerj^,  said  to  be  hnine  the  river.  In  a  short  time, 
however,  the  ^nboats  appeared  and  the  ram  in  pursuit.  Although 
we  were  all  lymg  with  low  fires,  none  of  us  had  steam  or  could  get  it 
up  in  time  to  ]>ursue  her,  but  she  took  the  broadside  of  the  whole 
fleet.  It  was  a  bold  thing,  and  she  was  only  saved  by  our  feeUng  of 
security.  She  was  very  much  injured  and  was  only  able  to  drift,  or 
go  at  the  slowest  speed,  say  1  knot,  and  with  the  current  she  got 
down  to  the  forts  of  Vicksburg  before  any  of  us  liad  steam  up.  I  had 
a  consultation  with  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  we  thought  it  best  to  take 
the  evening,  when  be  dropped  down  to  take  the  fire  of  the  upp>er  bat- 
tery, and  my  squadron  paSvScd  down  with  the  determination  of 
destroying  the  ram  if  possd>lo,  but  by  delays  of  getting  in  position, 
etc.,  it  was  so  dark  by  the  time  we  reached  the  town  that  nothing 
could  be  seen  except  tlie  flashes  of  the  guns,  so  that,  to  my  great  mor- 
tification, I  was  obliged  to  go  down  and  anchor  with  the  rest  of  my 
fleet  to  protect  the  transports,  mortar  boat^,  etc. 

The  ram  is  now  repairing  damages,  for  we  put  many  holes  through 
her,  although  we  do  not  know  the  extent  of  damage  done  to  her.  Be 
assured,  sir,  however,  that  I  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  destroy 
her. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  loss  from  this  vessel  was  1  officer  and  2 
men  killed  and  5  men  wounded.  The  total  loss  in  the  fleet  was  6 
killed  and  16  wounded.  I  enclose  herewith  the  fleet  surgeon's  report 
of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Belmv  Vickshurg,  July  16,  1862. 
Sm:  I  respecthiUy  report  the  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  fleet  during  tne  engagements  on  the  15th  instant,  viz: 

KilUd. 


Name. 

Rank. 

How  killed. 
Killed  by  cannon  shot 

Vessel. 

Ut.  G«oive  H .  Lounsberry . . 

FIsfBhlp  Hartford. 

.  .do... 

Do. 

.  .do... 

Wlssablckon. 

Killed  by  shell 

Wounded. 


Name. 


John  L.  Broome 

Mr.  Thomas  Hoffman. 

John  D.  Bames 

Michael  Uaitln 

Geois«  Royer 

Hcory  Downs 

Edward  York 

Daniel  Hays 

James  Revell 

Joseph  Ranehan 

John  Jones 

William  Hallcy 

Junes  H.  Hathist 

Peter  Lasher 

WillUm  Somes 

WiUivnNrisoD 


Rank. 


Character  of  wound. 


Vessel. 


Captain.  Marine  Corps  . . . '  Severe  contusions . 

Paymastefe  steward do 

Fireman do 

T.anrinTTinTi dO 

Marine \  SUgbtly 

Boy do 

Fireman '  Severely 

Ordinary  seaman do 

do I  Slightly 

Landsman i  Severely 

Captain  afterguard ' do 

Landsman I  subtly 

do I  Severely 

Ordinary  seaman ' do 

Seaman.'. I  Slightly 

do do 


Flagship  Hartford. 

Do! 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wissahlckon. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Winona. 

Do. 
Sdota. 

Do. 
Richmond. 

Do. 


Five  killed;  16  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Latter  from  Ui«  BeenUry  of  the  Favy  to  Flag-Offio«r  Farragnt,  V.  S.  Vavy,  expreiilng 
mortifleation  of  tiie  Departmont  at  tii«  sioape  of  the  C.  S.  ram  Arkaniaa. 

Navt  Department,  August  2, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  instant,  reporting  the  escape  of 
the  Arkan^aas,  was  received. 

I  need  not  say  to  you  that  the  escape  of  this  vessel  and  the  attend- 
ing circumstances  nave  been  the  cause  of  serious  mortification  to 
th«  Department  and  the  country.  It  is  an  absolute  necessity  that 
the  neglect  or  apparent  neglect  of  the  squadron  on  that  occasion 
ahould  l>e  wiped  out  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  Arkansas, 
which  I  trust  will  have  been  effected  before  this  reaches  you.  I  have 
omitted  writing  since  the  receipt  of  your  official  report  in  the  confi- 
dent expectation  that  we  should  have  advices  that  you  or  the  squad- 
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ron  under  Flag-Officer  Davis  tmd  overcome  iier.     It  is  not  to  bel 
suppowed  lliftt  you  wiJI  leave  Vicksburg  until  this  is  nr^omplished. 
1  am,  respoetfuUj',  your  obedient  servant, 

QiDBON  Welles. 
Rear-Admirul  I).  G.  Farraoitt, 

Commanding  West  Gidj  Squadron. 


JUport  of  Flag-Offieer  Davii,  V.  B.  Nbt7.  r«gftrdinf  tli«  evcftpe  of  the  0.  8.  rftm  Arkaoiu. 

U.  S.  Flag-Stkamer  Benton, 

Off  Virhftburo,  July  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  of  July  14,  I  liad  tho  honor  Xo  inform  the 
Department  that  I  was  about  sending  an  expe<iition  up  the  Yazoo 
Kiver. 

The  plan  of  this  ex])edition.  iis  finally  aijreed  upon  between  Flajg- 
OfTirer  FttrrajTit,  Bri{i;adipr-Genera]  Wifliitina,  and  mj'self,  was  to  dis-  _ 
patcli  the  gunboats  ('arondthi  and  Tyhr,  and  the  ram  Quren  of  fJif-  ■ 
Went,  strengtlipncd  by  sharpshooters  from  ihn  army,  at  4  o'clock 
yesterday  morning,  Ut  procure  correct  information  coneeming  the 
obstructions  and  defonscs  of  tlie  river. 

Repeated  exftminations  of  the  Yazoo  had  informed  us  that  there 
was  a  rrtft  obHtnicting  llip  nassiige  SO  miles  from  the  mouth,  witli  a 
batter}'  near  it.  behjw,  and  the  new  rainArJcansan  below  [above],  a 
vessel  represented  to  be  well  f>rotected  by  iron  and  verj*  fomiidaolft 
in  the  battery. 

Shortly  after  the  expedition  entered  the  river  vcsl:erday  morning 
it  encountered  the  Arkanjsa^  coming  down.  A/ler  a  severe  fight 
with  tlie  Tyler  and  Cnrondtlft,  in  wliith  both  vcs.sels  were  partially 
disabled,  she  enteral  the  Mississippi,  and  pas.sine  throu";h  tlie  com- 
bined squadron  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg. 

Her  appearance  was  so  sudden,  and  the  steam  of  almost  every 
vessel  in  the  s<)uadron  was  so  low.  or,  in  other  words,  so  entirely 
unprepared  were  we,  that  she  had  an  opportunity  to  pass  without 
positive  ol>struction,  though  she  was  seriously  injured  by  shot.  The 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  got  unaerway  and  followed 
her  doNvn  to  the  point,  but  at  her  usual  snail's  pace,  which  renders 
anvthine  like  pursuit  ludicrous.  I  engaged  the  upi>er  batteries  for 
half  an  hour,  and  in  the  course  of  the  morning  renewed  the  engage- 
ment with  Flag-Oflicer  Farragut  on  hoard  for  reconnoitering  purposes. 

At  6:,'W  in  the  evening  an  engagement  again  took  place,  which 
lasted  for  on  hour,  between  this  snip,  the  LoumnUe,  Commander 
Dove,  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wilson,  and  the 
upper  batteries,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cover  the  passage  of  Flag- 
Omcer  Farragut's  fleet.  He  had  determined  during  the  day  to  nm 
l>elow  for  the  double  puri>ose  of  supporting  the  remainder  <if  his 
souadron  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  in  passing,  Ui  assist  in 
which  I  had  added  the  ram  Sumter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Erbcn, 
to  bis  force. 

A  not4?  from  him  this  morning  informs  me  that  the  ram  was  s<> 
entirely  concealed  by  his  situation  that  the  attack  upon  her  did  not 
pii>ve  to  be  as  destructive  as  expected. 

The  loss  of  life  in  bis  s(iuadron  in  its  pas.sage  before  these  formidable 
batteries  is  wonderfully  small,  and  must  bo  attributed  t-o  the  rapid 
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fire  from  his  ships,  by  which  the  guns  of  the  enemy  were  silenced  as 
soon  as  reached. 

I  shall  give  further  particulars  of  this  daVs  work  by  the  next  mail 
and  transmit  the  reports  of  Commander  Walker,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Phelps,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Owin. 

The  loss  of  life  in  the  squadron  under  my  command  has  been  13 
killed,  34  wounded,  and  10  missing.  Among  the  killed  and  wounded 
are  several  of  the  sharpshooters  supplied  by  General  Williams,  who 
perfonned  their  duty  in  the  most  faithful  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ihe  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


letter  from  the  Steretary  of  the  Havy  to  Flag-Offioer  BaTia,  \J.  8.  Kavy,  expretilng  the 
mortifloatlon  of  the  Department  at  the  eieape  of  the  G.  8.  ram  Arkaiuas. 

Navy  Department,  August  2,  1862, 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  ultimo,  reporting  the  escape  of 
the  Arkansas,  was  received.  I  need  not  say  to  you  that  the  escape  of 
thus  vessel  and  the  attending  circumstances  have  been  the  cause  of 
serious  mortification  to  the  Department  and  the  country.  It  is 
an  absolute  necessity  that  the  neglect  or  apparent  neglect  of  the 
squadron  on  that  occasion  should  oe  wii)ed  out  by  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  the  Arkansas,  which  I  trust  will  have  been  effected 
before  this  reaches  you.  I  have  omitted  writing  since  the  receipt  of 
your  official  report  m  the  confident  expectation  that  we  should  nave 
advices  that  you  had  overcome  her.  I  can  not  suppose  that  Admiral 
Farragut  would  leave  Vicksburg  until  this  is  accomplished. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  near  Vickshurg,  Miss. 


L*tt«r  flron  Flag-Oflleer  Varragnt,  V.  8.  Havy,  to  Tlag'Offloer  DaTie,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
renewed  operation!  against  the  G.  8.  ram  Arkaniai. 

Flagship  Hartford,  July  16,  [1862].  A 
Dear  Davis:  As  the  boy  says,  "I  told  you  so."  I  blame  myself 
for  not  going  on  board  last  m^t  and  begging  you  to  send  the  iron- 
clad vessels  this  morning.  We  were  all  caught  unprepared  for  liim,  ■• 
but  we  must  go  down  and  destroy  him.  I  will  get  the  sc^uadron 
underway  as  soon  as  the  steam  is  up,  and  run  down  in  line — the 
ships  inside  in  line  with  your  ironclad  vessels.  We  must  go  close  to 
bim  and  smash  him  in.  It  will  be  warm  work^  but  we  must  do  it; 
he  must  be  destroyed.  Porter  can  run  down  and  anchor  so  as  to 
fight  the  upper  battery.  We  will  go  down  in  line  of  battle,  and  when 
passed  we  will  turn  and  come  up  again.    Be  sure  to  lire  into  the 
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wharfboat.     She  is  the  place  where  they  make  their  ordnance  incen- 
diary preparations. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Oificer. 
Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis. 


General  order  of  Flag-Offloer  Parraffnt,  U.  S.  Kkvy. 

Flagship  Hartpobd, 
Above  Vickshirg,  Jvly  16, 1862. 
The  vessels  will  form  in  two  lines  in  the  same  order  as  when  they 
came  up,  viz,  the  ships  on  the  inside  or  next  to  the  city,  and  the 
gunboats  on  the  outside.     They  will  keep  their  positions  as  far  as 

Sracticable  and  have  a  good  lookout  for  signals;  but  no  one  will 
o  wrong  who  lavs  his  vessel  alongside  of  the  enemy  or  tackles 
with  the  ram.     The  ram  must  be  destroyed. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Fl<ig-0ijicer,  Comm<inding  Western  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag.-Officer  Farragut,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  Flag-Offloer  Davii,  V.  B.  ITavy,  propoiiii^ 
renewed  attack  upon  the  ram. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Vickshurg,  July  16,  1862. 
A  Dear  Davis:  Wc  got  down  very  well,  except  that  it  was  just 
what  I  supposed  from  the  first  would  be  the  case,  that  we  started 
too  late.  It  was  so  late  when  we  got  off  the  town  that  there  was 
notliing  to  be  seen  of  the  ram.  I  looked  with  all  the  eyes  in  my 
head  to  no  purpose.  We  could  see  nothing  but  the  flash  of  the 
enemy's  guns  to  fire  at.  It  was  remarkable  that  only  5  men  were 
killed.  We  lost  a  master's  mate,  Mr.  Lounsberry,  2  men  killed 
and  5  wounded.  Scarcely  anyone  hurt  on  the  other  vessels,  except  2 
killed,  4  wounded,  in  them  all.  The  Winona  was  badly  disabled,  and 
had  to  run  on  shore  to  keep  from  sinking.  The  Sumter  also  received 
two  shots  below  the  guard  and  so  low  tnat  she  had  some  trouble  to 
stop  the  leak.  Do  hot  you  think  you  could  bribe  some  of  these 
river  men  to  drift  a  coal  liarge  down  to  me  some  dark  night?  We 
shall  be  very  short  of  coal  unless  I  can  manage  to  get  some  up  or 
down.  I  would  pay  them  liberally  for  the  work  if  they  will  do  it. 
I  shall  take  another  cliance  at  the  ram  to-night,  and  I  will  continue 
to  take  chances  or  try  to  destroy  her  until  my  squadron  is  destroyed 
or  she  is.  I  see  her  now  very  plainly,  but  she  must  not  have  a  chance 
to  repair.  I  hope  you  lost  no  more  men,  and  I  was  glad  to  learn 
from  the  officer  that  the  shot  did  not  penetrate  your  iron  cover 
in  the  last  attack. 

I  will  send  Lieutenant  Commanding  Erben  over  to  see  you  about 
his  pipes  and  to  learn  your  wishes  in  relation  to  his  vessel.  If  you 
wish  to  send  Porter  down  to  attack  the  ram  at  night,  he  could  do  it, 
I  think,  without  risk  of  the  batteries.  She  is  getting  her  steam  up 
now;  whether  she  means  to  come  down  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 
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While  this  U  on  my  mind  I  can  not  rest. 

God  bless  you,  and  may  j'ou  destroy  him  if  he  goes  up. 


Yours,  truly, 


Flftg-Olficer  Chas.  H,  Davis, 

Comniaiiding  Western  FlotUla. 


D.  G.  Farragut, 

Fla^-Ojjicer. 


Lettai  hoB  TlAg-Offioer  Farragat,  □.  9,  Navy,  to  Tlag-Offioer  DaTis,  ?.  B.  Vavy,  propoiLag 
a  combined  attaclc  upon  the  ram  off  Viokibarg. 

FLAr.sHip  IIartpohd, 
BeUrw  VickKburg,  July  W,  186$.      4 

Dear  Flao-Officer:  I  find  that  we  arc  nprnliarly  situated  just 
now,  both  in  rcfcri'iic*  to  the  tnist  W(^  have  fur  tin-  country  and  the 
great  responsibility  to  which  we  would  be  held  for  any  (lisastruus 
result  from  the  escape  of  this  rain,  and  the  evils  attending  such  a 
misfortune.  I  can  but  think,  as  vou  have  the  ironclad  boats,  tlu^ 
country  will  exnect  you  to  eo|)e  with  the  ram  better  than  any  wooden 
veaseU.  and  will  look  to  you  for  Its  destruction:  but  I  desire  to  do 
my  part  and  full  sliare  in  this  matter,  and  tlierefore  have  to  |>roposo 
that  we  make  a  combined  attack  upon  him  in  Vicksburg,  talcing 
the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  looking  only  to  the  destruction  of  the 
ram,  re^anlless  of  couaenuences  to  ourselves. 

Now.  if  you  will  come  down  in  the  morinin^^.  pass  the  first  battery 
in  the  bend  of  the  river  l)eft>re  day.  so  as  to  arrive  off  Vicksburt:  at 
flavlifrht,  1  will  meet  you  with  my  forces  and  we  will  light  the  forts 
and  the  ram,  while  your  ironclads  look  to  the  destruction  of  the 
ram  particularly.  We  know  by  experience,  having  twice  pu.ss4'd 
Lhtrse  forts,  that  we  can  k(*ep  them  well  emj)loyed,  so  that  y^iu  can 
have  ftill  play  at  tiie  ram,  and  we  will  be  able  to  help  you  occa- 
ionally.  1  propose,  therefore,  that  you  take  this  matter  into  con- 
"  "erution  and  name  your  daj-  and  ho\ir.  We  will  meet  off  Vicks- 
mrg.  1  will  !)e  tberts  to  support  you  and  receive  your  3upi)ort,  and 
I  trust  thai  we  may  b^  iihli-  to  dispose  of  this  ram  efTectually. 

1  have  intended  for  the  past  two  nights  to  attai^k  him  with  my 
thrw  .**hip.s  only,  but  we  were  unabh>  to  see  him  last  night,  and 
all  the  oflicers  and  pilots  think  it  will  be  the  same  to-night,  as  he 
lias  Ixfen  moving  about  all  the  afternoon,  which  shows  tliat  he  is 
able  to  move  u^  and  down  the  river.  Wliat  his  damage  is  I  know 
not.  but  feel  satislled  that  we  can  take  bini  in  the  way  proposed. 
Very  truly,  and  respectfully,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-officer  OnAS.  H.  Davis. 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla,  Aho\>e  Viehahurg. 


DUl 


Letter  from  Tlif-Offlcor  Davis,  V.  S.  Nbtj,  to  Flag-Officer  Fairagnt,  U.  8.  NaT^,  pre«eiitiii{[ 
pnidentiAl  consideratioiu  regarding  proposed  attack  upon  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Flag-vSteamer  Benton,  . 

Off  VicJfshurg,  July  17,  18fiS.    '^ 

Dkak  Flao-Okficer:  Your  letter  of  July  16  was  haudvA  Vo  T«\fc 
eftrly  this  morning.     We  shall  both  ol  us  agree  ent*uc\y  as  Vo  omi 
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responsibility  and  as  to   the  disastrous  rosiilt.s  of  aay  neglect  of 
what  will  be  considered  our  duty  on  this  ixca-sion. 

I  do  not  think  the  destruction  of  the  Arkansas,  without  any 
ipf^ard  Ifl  the  eonsequence,s  to  ourselves,  would  he  an  object  suflScient 
to  justify  tlie  abandonment  of  all  the  other  advantages  which  havo 
a<!(^unuilated  from  the  long  series  of  triumplis  and  successes  of 
patient  waiting  and  of  suicessful  contest  on  (he  part  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  in  the  Mississippi  Iliver  during  tlie  last  nve  or  six  months. 

We  are  now  in  posse.-tsion  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  its  source 
to  its  nuMitli.  with  the  exception  of  the  sh<»rt  interval  that  separates 
our  two  Heels.  Across  this  interval  we  have  an  uninterrupted 
communication;  above  and  below  it  we  have  an  efficient  block- 
ading squadron,  and  the  intermediate  space  of  land  is  already 
bisected  l>v  a  ounal.  bj'  means  of  which  we  liope,  through  the  recent 
ri.se  in  the'  umn-i*  waters,  to  separate  the  city  of  Vicksb^irg  from  the 
main  channel  of  the  river. 

Ka.Mtly,  we  have  represented  to  the  Government  at  home  that 
military  reinforcementrf;  are  necessary  to  capture  and  maintain  pos- 
session of  Vicksburg.  and  these  reinforcements  are  probably  on  tneir 
way  to  join  us. 

t  look  to  the  continued  occupation  of  the  river  and  its  free  navi^a^ 
tion  as  an  object  paramount  to  all  otliers,  as  an  event  as  influential 
as  any  other  m  restoring  domestic  peace  and  preventing  foreign  war. 

The  Arkanmn  is  harnness  in  her  present  position,  and  will  l>e  more 
easily  de,stroyed  should  she  come  out  from  under  the  batteries  than 
while  enjoying  their  protection. 

With  U.11  theso  prudential  considerations,  liow^ever,  I  am  as  eager  as 
yourself  to  put  an  end  to  thi.s  impudent  rascal's  existence.  I  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  thought  to  it  to-day.  I  have  even  laid  down  tho 
plan  of  proceeding.  We  can  not  do  anything  until  tlie  Essex  can  get 
up  steam,  which  will  not  he  until  to-nTght,  u  then,  and  we  ought  to 
have  the  Sumter  above  to  do  her  ramming  with  effect. 

We  should  have  a  gotxl  prospect  of  success  to  justify  our  staking 
upon  the  hazard  of  a  die  all  that  we  have  gained,  ana  gained  with 
such  sacriiicos  of  life  and  treasure,  and  pspecially  when  the  object 
we  aim  at  will  be  as  effectually  obtained  without  tliat  risk  by  tho 
patient  exercise  of  vigiianc**  and  self-control;  in  short,  by  pairsuine 
the  course  that  was  adopted  at  Fort  Columbus,  Island  No.  10,  and 
Fort  Pillow. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Flag-Officer. 

Flag-OfDcer  Faiuiagut, 

Comdff.  Wfst  GtilJ  BlorJcdfj.  Sq7ia/frr)n,  Behw  Vicksburg,  Mias, 


I 


I 


I 


Latter  Frotu  Fla^-Offlcor  Tarragnt,  V.  8.  Nary,  to  Flag-Officer  DiitIb,  U,  8.  lTav7.  adTiaing 
the  Uitowing  of  ibella  to  interropt  work  od  the  run. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Vickshxirg,  Juhj  17,  t862. 
Dear  Fi.An-OFFUEa:  A  few  shells  now  and  then  would  disturb 
the  people  at  work  on  the  ram  very  much,  particularly  if  they  could 
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drop  them  near  the  tipper  fort,  aa  they  have  done  several.  They  are 
woi-kiii^  like  beavers  on  her.  My  nmrliti-s  can  not  reach  her  or  that 
part  of  the  town  without  gf>ing  under  lire  of  tlie  batteries.     1  intend 

ht4j  try  it,  however,  with  one  boat.  I  see  the  ram  is  still  under  the 
upper  fort,  although  I  do  not  know  if  she  rcmalued  there  ail  night.  I 
tnaSi  send  a  boat  down  io-ilay  to  notify  tlieni  l>eIow,  for  fear  she 
tni^ht  run  by  us  in  the  ni^ht ,  but  of  rmirse  I  shall  pursue  her  as  long 
aa  1  am  able.  I  think  the  Prnn(irofo  and  Min^umipfn  rould  inanau:o 
her  if  she  was  to  get  down  to  New  Orleans,  but  I  trust  in  God  she  will 
never  get  by  us. 

I  am  now  distressed  to  know  what  I  ^hall  do  for  coal.  I  will  send 
down  for  it  to-day  and  hope  1  will  get  some  by  the  Trnnessre,  but 
fear  not.  I  shall  soon  want  ammunition  alao.  Could  I  get  IX  or 
XT  inch  solid  shot  from  above?  I  have  plenty  below  and  nave  sent 
for  some.  We  must  soon  do  something  with  thus  fellow.  Do  give 
him  a  few  shells  from  your  mortars;  they  generally  throw  them  too 
far. 

Pleaiie  give  me  your  views  as  soon  as  you  can,  or  as  fast  as  they 
occur  to  you,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  destroying  him.  I  see  no  way 
now  but  to  attack  him,  as  I  have  said,  under  the  batteries,  and  take 
^^^the  chance*. 
H|  Yours,  most  truly, 

^^  D.  G.  FAERAaCT. 

I  Flag-Oificer, 

I  Flag-OfHeer  I>Ari8, 

1  Comvuinding  WesUm  Flotilla,  off,  hut  Alx/oe,  Vieksburg. 

m 


Lsttar  from  Fls^-OfGcer  Farragot,  TT.  8.  Vwwy.  to  Flag-Offioer  Davis,  V.  8,  Havy,  com- 
iMDdiiig  the  ihBUing  and  advliing  an  immediate  attack. 


L      with 

~   If 


Flagship  Hautkohii,  Juty  17.  1862. 
Dear  FtAO-OrFiCF-B :  Do  tell  tlie  rantain  that  tlie  shelling  is  mag- 
nificent.    They  are  falling  all  around  nim  and  I  expect  one  to  fful 
on  board  every  moment. 

He  has  a  long  spar  rigged  across  his  deck  to  get  out  some  heavy 
weight.  Now  is  the  lime  to  destroy  him.  I  shall  await  your  decision 
with  great  anxiety,  for  I  wish  to  go  at  liim  to-night.  He  can  not  work 
' '  juns  or  stean),  I  think,  and  1  can  silence  that  fort  in  ten  minutes 
smash  him  in  in  a  few  more. 
If  I  can  only  get  the  Sumter  ready  to  ram  him  in  case  the  ships  can 
not  get  in  close  enough. 

******  * 

Will  you  please  send  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity up  the  river  if  T  hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  our  coals  saved  by 
"  ttixig  them  on  the  bank  until  they  ran  be  gotten  down.  I  have  sent 
B  paymaster  over  for  the  tilings  in  his  oepartment,  and  for  which 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  voii. 

With  my  best  wislies,  yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farraout. 

FXag-Officer. 
Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  FlotiSa. 
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L«cur  from  FlKg-OfflMr  Dftvis,  V.  S.  Kavy>  to  FUg-OfflMr  Fum^iit.  D.  I.  Kit/,  UTftmg 

patleaoa  rathar  thau  raslmeH  In  AtUolcuig  tlie  ram. 

Flagship  Benton. 

Abmv  Vicksbtirif,  July  17,  186S. 

^  My  Dear  Flao-()fpicer :  I  have  just  rpcoived  your  second  nolo, 

I  have  had  so  many  arrivals  of  mails,  vessels  of  riiy  squadruii,  aud 
visitors  on  basiness  to-day,  that  I  Ivave  the  work  of  a  long  morning 
before  rne. 

1  have  given  orders  to  set  my  mortars  at  firing  at  once.  Sickness 
and  death  have  made  sad  havoc  with  that  onco  efficient  coq)s.  It 
numbers  now,  at  this  place,  Only  12  healthy  men. 

I  wrote  you  tliis  nu>riung  that  your  coal  had  arrived,  but,  as  usui 
after  so  long  a  tow  the  barges  are  leaking,  on©  of  them  badly, 
costs  sornc  labor  to  keep  them  afloat. 

1  have  made  enquiries  of  tlie  pilots  and  others,  aud  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  an  attempt  to  drift  barges  by  the  town  would  be 
a  failure.     Thej  would  be  seen  and  captured. 

It  only  remains,  therefore,  to  transport  the  coal  across  the  neck  by 
carts  and  the  backs  of  negroes,  at  night,  when  the  work  can  be  done 
with  less  difficulty  on  account  of  heat,  etc. 

The  cattle  havo  arrived,  30  head,  weighed  in  sets  of  5.  ^_ 

I  propose  that  you  take  four  sets,  or  *J0  head,  leaving  us  two 
sets,  or  10  head.  You  had  better  send  over  for  these  soon.  They 
can  be  easily  transported  on  the  hoof,  and  there  is  some  da)'s'  forage 
remaining. 

You  are  a  better  judge  than  I  am  as  to  the  number  of  men  ready 
to  drive  over  20  beasts.  T  do  not  know  whether  they  are  tame  anil 
will  be  easily  driven,  or  otherwise.     Terms  of  purchase  enelosed. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  1  liave  no  solid  Xl-ineh  shot  at  all,  and  very 
few  IX-ineli.  We  have  no  Xl-inch  guns,  and  only  two  IX-inch,  on 
board  the  Bnittm. 

Finally,  1  will  write  you  (in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning) 
this  afternoon,  and,  meaning  to  do  st>,  I  will  not  detain  your  orderly 
anv  longer. 

feut  you  will  not  he  surprised  that,  having  myself  learned  a  lesson 
of  patience  at  Fort  Pillow  and  witnessed  its  exercise  at  Columbus  and 
Island  No.  10,  I  should  bo  unwilling  to  put  in  jeopardy  all  the  great 
triuniptis  and  interests  wliich  are  placed  in  my  keepijip.  I  nave 
wat<'}icd  eight  ratns  for  a  month,  and  now  find  it  no  hani  ta.sk  to  watch 
oIH^  1  think  patience  lis  great  a  virtue  as  boldness,  and  feci  anxious, 
alwive  all  thiugy,  to  save  that  portion  of  the  Kcpnblin  whieh  lies  adja- 
cent to  and  dependent  upon  the  Missis-sippi  from  an  alarm  which 
would  interrupt  its  busiucsa,  destroy  its  peace,  aud  aflcct  the  pubhc 
credit  at  home  and  abroad. 

You  must  regard  mo  always,  with  honest  differences  of  opinion,  as 
faithfully  and  cordially  your  friend, 

C.  H.  Davis. 

Flag-()^cer. 

Flftg-Officer  D.  G.  Fabraodt,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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tnm  riag-Ofioar  Famgnt,  V.  8.  Kkvy,  m  Flag-Officer  Davii,  n.  &.  Nary,  ginag 
hia  rauDOs  for  arging  prompt  mNUTir«a  in  attaoklDg  the  run, 

U.  S.   FlJlGRlIIP    nARTFDRD, 

Below  Vick.thurfj,  Jtihj  tS,  1862.  ^ 
Deab  yi^G-OrFirBn:  Yours  of  yoslerdav  lias  been  duly  reroived. 
I  ttgre*  with  you  perfectly  as  to  tfie  propriety  of  not  risking  on  tho 
hazard  of  the  die  all  the  gi-eat  advantages  we  have  gained  by  tl»e 
ftgMtient  course  whi(^}»  lias  been  pursued  above,  nor  was  such  n»y 
^Bitfntiun.  I  never  cloubt<»il  tlin  result  as  far  as  the  rarn  was  eon- 
^^prood.  but.  only  cunsiihTiMi  (hat  il  miglit  be  purcliased  at  a  j^n-atxr 
^Bcss  of  life  or  vossids  than  would  be  proper  under  ditfercnt  circuni- 
^H|4inops.  and  that  it  was  better  to  make  tne  sacrifice  at  once  and  put 
^Bh<-  pfopir 's  mind  at  rest  tlian  to  have  another  alarm  for  a  month; 
for,  remember,  although  wo  liav*-  great  power  to  <lostr*»y  her.  wc  have 

K'L  great  powers  of  endurance  against  an  ironclad  ram,  should  wo 
caught  m  a  position  unable  to  move  at  pleosiu^  either  for  want  of 
om,  steam,  or  other  cause. 

If  I  was  sure  that  there  was  hope  of  a  force  being  here  within  a 

ontli,  it  would  give  mr  great  liojie  for  the  reduction  of  Vicksburg, 

ut  even  hi  that   lime  what   suffering  and  sickness  will  our  crews 

ve  to  experienced     1  am  told  by  tne  refugees  of  last  night  that 

ey  have  in  this  neighborhood  about  17,000  men     that  is,  at  .lack- 

n,  Yazoo,  and  Vickaburg  -and  that  one-half  ai-e  sick. 

You  say  the  Arhmxas  is  harmless  in  her  i) resent  position.     T  can 

>t  think  that  she  will   renmin  luinuless  long;  as  soon  as  she  is 

paired  and  organized  she  Nnll  keen  us  all  on  the  qui  vive,  and  cause 

vat  exfjonditure  of  fuel,  wliich.  1  fear,  we  will  have  but  a  poor 

rhance  to  rc[)Ienish.     As  Un  your  fleet,  you  arc  all  right;  you  are  o|>en 

to  a  downstream  .supply  of  all  stores  from  above,  while  mine  are 

obliged  to  romc  up  against  the  stream  otM)  miles,  and  (iebt  their 

fav  post  all  the  blulTs,  at  the  risk  of  being  (h'slrnyed.     Ilence  tho 

"ilference  in  i»)ir  feelings,  and   I  suppose  it  accounts  in  great  meas- 

for  the  difference  in  our  inatnictions,  for  while  youra  advise  the 

:dential  course,   mine  advise  exactly   the  opposite,   "that  great 

ds  are  twily  t-o  be  attained  by  great  risks,"  etc. 

As  soon,  however,  as  your  vessels  are  rea<ly  I  will  be  most  happy 

hear  frrtm  you  and  have  your  opinion  as  to  the  best  course  to  l>o 

mrsued  in  order  to  attain  the  aesired  end.     Should  a  favorable 

jportunity  offer  in  the  meantime,  I  shall  endeavor  to  take  advantago 

■  It. 

Vcr>*  rospectfidly,  and  truly,  your  friend. 

IX  (i.  Karraout, 
Flag-O^er,  Commanding  Western  Oalf  Blockading  S(pt4idrtm. 

FTag-Officer  Cuas.  H.  D.avis, 

Comma ndiutj  WeMem  Flotilla. 


I 


h. 


lett»r  from  Flsg-Offlo*!  Farragnt,  17.  S.  Havj-,  to  Flag-OfilMr  Davii,  tT.  8.  Navy,  giving 
information  rooeived  from  Vtokibnrg  regarding  the  condition  of  tho  ram. 

nofficiaL]  U-  S.  Fi-agsiiip  Hartford,  . 

Bdow  Vicksburf,,.Juhj  18,  186».   ^^ 

DCAR  Flao-Officer:  We   had    three    men    from   Vicksburg   last 
night,  who  (oW  us  aU  they  knew  about  the  ram.     S\\e  had  Wr  \ttoNi 
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knocked  off  and  wns  perforated  m  many  places.     She  had  10  niei 
killed  in  ilir  light  coming  past  the  fleet  and  in  the  Hettim  with  ihi 
^inhoat*!,  and  had  many  wounded.      In  the  evenio'r,  when  we  came 
down,  wc  added  some  holes  to  the  number  and  killed  3  men.     Si 
doubtless  was  equal  with  us  on  that  score,  as  the  IX -inch  shell  th 
came  into  ua  was  from   her  and  killed  2  men  and  wounded  2  or 
others.     They  say  that  the  captain  was  wounded  just  over  the  eyi 
some  thought  he  would  lose  it.     Yesterday  thev  ha<l  to  force  men  o] 
board  of  lier  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     The  pilot  and  enipnccr 
were  killed  by  us.     On,  if  I  had  only  knov^Ti  her  position  1  eould  hav 
destruyed  her  so  easily,  hut  1  knew  it  was  a  failure  as  soon  as  I  sa 
that  w(^  could  not  ^ei  off  before  we  did.     They  say  she  will  try  to 
run  the  blockade  down  the  river  and  go  to  Mobile.     These  men 
say  tliat  is  the  conlident  talk  on  shore.     Now  is  the  time,  while  s 
is  making  her  repairs,  to  destroy  her. 

As  to  the  Sumter,  do  not  thmk  that  1  will  interfere  with  yoi 
ordei-a  to  Captain  Erben,  but  I  think  lie  wUl  have  a  hard  time  to  ru 
the  batteries  uf)stream,  unless  he  has  u  dark  night,  but  1  am  anxious 
to  know  your  project  as  soon  as  Porter  is  ready.     1  gn  in  for  helping 
him.      I  tliink  the  ram  is  easier  destroyed  than  eapture<l,  on  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  she  can  be  sliut  up.     1  feel  there  b  no  n 
for  the  wicked  until  she  is  destroyed. 

They  say  they  fear  us  verj'  much,  hut  do  not  the  ironclads  of  yo 
fleet;  *  that.  I  supi>oso,  was  because  .\lden  fired  the  solid  IX-inch  »h 
at  her  which  hurt  hor  so  much.  Please  let  me  know  the  moment 
you  are  ready  to  ilo  nnything  towani  her  destruction.  We  iire  all 
coaling  and  pro\'i.sioning  to-day.  1  wish  to  get  the  KenJtington  off 
for  New  Orleans.  I  sent  two  of  the  gunboats  tfcwn  to-day  for  repaire. 
They  say  tliey  could  not  he  repaired  here. 

The  enemy  arc  mounting  heavy  guns  opposite  to  us  to  force  ua 
down  the  river  a  little  farther.     lam  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  tl: 
cattle. 

Very  truly,  yoxirs, 

D.  O.  Farraoitt, 
Flttg-Offi^^er,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Fiag-Officer  Ceas.  H.  Davis. 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 
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l«U»r  from  Flag-OfBcnr  FtTrsgnt,  V.  8.  HaTy,  to  Flag-OSoer  DiTii,  V.  B.  Ravy,  regaMt 
ing  propoiitioiu  rogu'dlng  modo  of  attack. 

Fuvoanip  Hartford, 
Off  ViHsburg,  Jubj  1.9. 1862. 
Dear  Flaq-Officer:    *     *     *     What  do  you  say  about  send 
ing  Porter  down  to  help  in  the  attack  on  the  ram^     1  have  beeiP 
expecting  your  propositions  iw  to  the  nunle  of  attack  on  her.     I^et 
me  hear  from  you  as  early  as  possible,  or  1  shall  go  in  for  the  attack^ 
The  anxiety  is  too  great  to  keep  up. 
Youre,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farkagut. 
Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  FJotUla. 
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I  am  sincerelv  obliged  for  tbe  medicines.  Tf  ihoy  had  not  arrived 
we  would  have  Wn  in  a  bad  way;  but  I  have  but  one  idea,  and  that 
is  the  rmzu.     It  must  be  destroyed. 

Your  friend,  D.  G.  Fareaout, 

FUig-Officer. 

w»  FUc-OSoor  Darii,  JJ,  I,  HiTy.  to  FUf-Offieer  Fairaflriit.  V.  B.  Vvry,  gudng 
his  nuou  for  not  leaving  the  Upper  MUiiHtppi. 

Fuvosnip  Benton, 
Above  Vickshurff,  July  20,  J861S,    ^ 
^^My  Dear  Admiral  (or   Rear-Ai>miral.  I   beJieve    it   is):   I  wish 
BWrs.  Farrapiii  knew  as  much  as  wo  do.     Her  mind  wonld  bo  at  ease 
r  with  rfgaru  to  your  nassinp  down. 

I  I  have  come  to  tiie  final  doUrmination,  from  wliich,  indeed,  I 
I  have  Iiardly  onc^  deliberately  departed,  that  it  would  be  in  inex- 
I  cusftble  sacrifice  of  the  greatest  interests  of  the  country  to  abandon 
I  the  possession  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  that  tliia  would  be  the 
I  unavoidBble  consequence  of  an  attack  such  as  you  propose. 
1  ^  At  the  very  moment  when  the  extent  of  river  in  my  keeping  is 
f  increased  tlireefold,  T  have  also  become  responsible  for  the  safety  of 
General  l-urtis's  army,  and  for  its  maintaining  communicalion 
wit  h  it*  sources  of  supply. 

An*l  at  tliLs  very  moment,  also,  I  hear  that  the  enemy  are  building 
boats  which,  in  uiy  aUscnce.  would  give  them  tlie  contn>l  of  the 
whole  trade  and  intercourse  of  the  river,  from  Vicksburg  up. 

And  again,  at  tins  very  moment,  there  is  not  a  vessel  in  my  squad- 
ron  which  is   not  rendered    ineliicient  by  sickness  and  vacancies; 
while  of  the  fourteen  vessels  of  wliich  the  squadron  is  composed, 
MBven  only  are  here,  and  of  those  seven,  one  is  below. 
^f  I  have  129  mortar  men  and  1  army  ofUcer  here;  of  this  number 
r^f  130,  100  are  sick. 

The  pn>|K>rtion  of  the  sick  in  the  crews  of  the  gimboats  is  not  so 
enormous.  In  this  vessel  the  number  of  sick  and  deficient  is  one 
in  four;  in  the  Cnrondekt  it  is  one  in  two  (every  other  one);  in  the 
LfixiisrilU  one  in  three,  about,  etc. 

It  will  be  with  difficulty  that  1  shall  hold  my  own  in  the  approach- 
ing sickly  season. 

The  anxiety  we  are  called  upon  to  bear,  wliich,  as  you  justly  say, 
"is  too  great  to  keep  up,"  is  a  part  of  our  condition  as  commander- 
in-chief,  and  belongs  to  al!  high  and  responsible  stations  in  such 
times  as  these.  It  is  like  "  the  watch  the  King  keeps  to  maintain 
the  peace."  It  is  an  old  ache,  that,  like  a  chronic  disease,  does  not 
prevent  sleeping  and  eating. 

I  will  send  you  Porter  with  the  Essex.  You  will  then  have  ni^ 
lareest  ironclad  boat  and  most  powerful  ironclad  ram,  provided  it 
wiU  relieve  your  mind  from  anxiety. 

In  the  meantime  I  shall  keep  up  an  active  fire  with  the  mortars 
morning  and  night — not  at  noon.  We  struck  the  Arkansas  with 
our  bombs  twice  yesterday. 

I  send  you  some  late  papers.  Pray  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Far- 
ragut  when  3'ou  write. 

Your^,  always,  truly,  C  H.  Davis. 

«  w  ■— rot  19 3 
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Captain  Pike  has  just  come  on  board  to  tell  me  that  he  has  struck  | 
the  Arkansas  this  morning  twice  again. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offieer  DaTii,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Flag-Offioer  Farragnt,  U,  8.  Vvrf,  gMaf 

the  location  of  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Vickshurg,  July  21, 1862. 
Deab  Admiral:  The  ram  is  anchored  between  the  two  upper 
forts.     We  shall  either  drive  her  down  to  you,  destrov  her,  or  lorco 
her  to  come  up  the  river^  in  the  latter  case  we  are  ready  for  her. 

I  beg  you  not  to'thmk  of  passing  the  lower  forts.     This,  you 
remember,  was  the  upshot  of  our  conversation  to-day. 

I  will  take  all  the  coal  now  above  Vicksburg,  charged  to  your 
fleet,  off  your  hands. 

Most  faitlifuUy,  yours, 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Flag-Oiflcer, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  etc. 

P.  S. — Tell  Captain  Erben  I  expect  the  Sumter  to  do  her  whole 
duty. 


Letter  fh)m  Flag-Offloer  Farragnt,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Flag-OfBoar  Davii,  U.  8.  Naty,  regardiaf 

mode  of  attack. 

Flagship  Hartford,  July  21, 186$. 
Sir  :  Will  you  please  send  over  the  pilots  ? 
I  see  that  the  ram  is  anchored  between  the  two  upper  forts. 
Do  ^ou  think  it  necessary  for  us  to  go  up  and  attack  her,  or  will 
you  drive  her  down  to  the  lower  forts? 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Officer,  Comd^.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis. 


Order  of  Zlag-Offloer  Farragut,  U.  B.  Havy,  to  Commander  BeU,  U,  S.  Havy,  to  aot  u 
eommandlng  officer  daring  temporary  abaenee  of  the  former. 

Flagship  Hartford,  J^uZy^/,  1862, 
Dear  Captain  :  I  am  going  over  to  consult  with  Flag-Officer 
Davis  and  may  be  absent  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  I  wish, 
therefore,  that  you  would  consider  yourself  commanding  oflicer 
in  my  absence,  and  act  promptly  for  me  in  case  of  necessity.  I  will 
return  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  do  not  feel  equal  to  the  undertaking 
this  morning,  but  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  H.  H.  Bell, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 
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Ordtr  of  FUg-OfiMr  Faxnfnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Bell.  V.  8.  Havy,  regarding  tlie 
paaaage  of  the  forte  at  Tiekabu^. 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  22 — 2  a.  m. 
Deab  Captain:    We  will  not  pass  the  forts  unless  I  make  the 
signal   to   go   ahead.     I   send   you   the   pilot.     Flag-Officer   Davis 
says  he  wifl  drive  the  ram  down  to  ua  or  destroy  her,  and  begs  me 
not  to  pass  the  forts.     So  await  the  signals. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Faeraqut, 

Flng-Oijicer. 
Captain  Bsll, 

Brooklyn. 


Latter  froM  TUg-OfKoer  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Flag-Offloer  Davia,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
the  eaoape  of  the  ram  tnm  the  IT.  8.  8.  Eatex. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartfokd, 
Bel<m  Vickshurg,  Jvly  22, 1862. 

Deab  Flao-Opficek:  I  regret  to  say  to  you  how  much  I  was 
disappointed  and  chagrined  at  the  result  of  Porter's  fight  this  morn- 
ing. It  appears  that  in  the  first  jilace  he  missed  strikmg  the  ram  by 
their  skillruJ  management  of  her  in  loosing  their  shorefost,  whereby 
Porter  sHpped  by  her  and  ran  ashore.  He  deUvered  his  three  bow 
guns,  but  with  wnat  effect  he  does  not  know,  but  takes  it  for  granted 
that  they  went  through  the  ram.  This  was  all  he  was  able  to  do, 
and  from  this  time  he  received  the  concentrated  fire  of  all  the  forts 
above  and  of  the  ram,  which,  although  it  has  not  done  him  any 
very  great  injury  for  the  moment,  it  has  started  his  casemates,  and 
a  few  more  shot  of  the  same  kind  would,  in  my  opinion,  destroy  his 
protection.  Only  two  shots  passed  through  his  sioe,  by  which  he  lost 
1  man  and  woimaed  3.  It  seems  to  me  impossible  for  Porter  to  get 
back  to  you,  and  therefore  he  will  have  to  take  his  chance  below. 
General  Williams  is  thinking  of  moving  down  the  river  in  consequence 
of  the  sickness  of  his  troops.  The  communication  across  the  Penin- 
sula will  not  be  kept  open,  and  we  will  have  to  drop  down  with  our 
large  ships  below  the  shoal  water,  which  will  render  the  space  aban- 
doned to  the  enemy  some  two  or  three  himdred  miles. 

In  fact,  I  do  not  see  how  General  WiUiams  can  stop  at  Baton  Rouge. 
It  seems  to  me  that  he  will  have  to  drop  down  the  nver  as  low  as  Car- 
rollton,  where  our  men-of-war  can  be  stationed. 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  suggestions  on  aU  these  points  at  as  early 
a  moment  as  practicable,  in  order  that  we  may  fix  upon  some  modus 
operuidi,  as  the  general  is  veiy  anxious  to  get  off  his  sick  and  I  have 
promised  him  an  escort  this  afternoon. 
Truly,  and  r^pectfuUy,  youra, 

D.  G.  FARBAOtTT, 

Flag-Officer,  C&mdg,  Western  Ovlf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  FlotiUa. 
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t«tt«r  from  Flag-OlBcar  Davii,  U.  S  Nftvy.  to  Flag-Officer  Farrtgat  U.  B.  IfftTy,  reporti 
•BgagcntQt  botweea  the  0.  8.  rkin  Arkuisu  uid  Colonel  SUet's  ram. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  VicHburt^,  JuJy  22,  ISSM, 

Dear  Admiral:  T  am  also  entirely  disapnoInt«d  in  the  result  __ 
the  morning's  work,  which  last  night  set'me<i  to  mc  to  j>roinise  vcn' 
fair. 

I  do  not  understand  where  the  Sumter  was  thia  morning.  Colonel 
Ellpt  went  dowTi  according  to  tlie  plan  and  struck  the  ram  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  injure  her,  to  what  extent  our  observers  can  not  form  an 
opinion  until  the  sun  falls  upon  her.  Colonel  Ellet's  ram  is  cut  to 
pieces  with  round  shot  and  grape,  but  strange  to  say,  though  many 
persons  in  her  sumll  crew  were  struck,  no  one  was  killed  and  no  one 
even  serioiisly  woimded. 

I  inten<l  to  keep  the  Esftejr  and  Sumter  below  to  blockade  the 
Arkansas:  when  she  disappears  from  the  scene,  Porter  can  go  below 
to  Grand  Gulf  or  wherever  else  he  may  Im'  wanted. 

I  am  Sony  the  communication  between  us  is  to  be  rut  off.  und  think 
it  not  improbable  that  human  ingenuity  will  lind  some  way  of  kee]>ing 
it  open. 

I  shall  send  for  Colonel  Fitch  and  General  Curtis  by  the  next  boat. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make.  It  is  the  old  sttiry  of  Columbus, 
Island  No.  10,  an<l  Fort  Pillow  over  again,  with  emendations  in  the 
way  of  bilious  and  rcmitt^pnt  fevers  and  the  reduced  force. 

If  )"ou  go  down  without  my  seeing  you,  God  bless  ynu,  and  renu-ra- 
ber  me  most  kmdly  to  Lee,  AUlen,  Palmer,  Wainwright,  Bell,  aud  aii^ 
my  old  friends. 

Very  faithfully,  yours, 

C.  H.  Davis, 

P'tatf-^jjicer. 

P.  S. — The  ram  Arl'ansas  is  seriously  injured,  as  has  been  discov- 
ered by  my  intelligent  scout.  Porter's  shot  l*>re  a  long  hole  in  her. 
I  shall  open  with  the  mortars  as  soon  as  the  thermometer  Has dcscendod 
below  140°  in  the  shade. 

C.  H.  D. 
Rear-Admira!  D.  G.  Farkaout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  WeM  Gttlf  BJockd/j.  Squadron,  Below  Vicksbur^,  Mi9». 
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Ordtr  of  7Ug-0ffle«r  Fu-rftgnt,  D.  8.  Kavy,  to  UcnUnaac  Lowry,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U,  8.  8,  8oiotm,  to  p«rfonn  ooovoy  doty  Tor  army  traniporta. 

Flagship  IIartfobd, 
Below  Vickshurg.  July  ^2, 186S, 
Sir;  You  will  convoy  the  army  transports  down  the  river  as  far  aa 
Ellis  Cliffs,  after  wliich  you  will  return  and  report  to  me  wherever  I 
may  be.     Should  you  meet  the  Kennebec  or  Katahdin,  you  will  direct 
them  to  proceed  immediately  to  this  place  and  report  to  me. 
I  am,  sir,  resi)ectfu!ly  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraqut, 
Fla^-Officer,  Comdg.  Western  Gu7/  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Lowrt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Scicta, 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  18, 1862. 
Go  down  river  at  discretion.     Not  expected  to  remain  up  during 
the  season.     Messenger  on  the  way  with  dispatches. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabraqut, 

Vickshurg,  via  Cairo. 


latttT  tnm  naff-Offlwr  Furaffut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Tlag'-Offlosr  DkTiit  U.  B.  Vrt/. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  S3, 1862. 

Mt  Dear  Flag-Officer:  I  received  by  the  hands  of  your  young 
man,  Mr.  Post,  a  telegram  from  the  Department  yesteraay  to  drop 
down  and  not  get  caught  in  the  river,  but  I  really  feel  doubtful  of  your 
having  sufficient  force  below  here  for  the  control  of  the  rebel  ram, 
but  of  that  you  are  the  best  judge. 

We  were  aroused  this  morning  by  a  heavy  firing  about  10  miles 
below.  Soon  after  one  of  our  army  steamers  with  the  sick  on  board 
returned  to  the  anchorage,  stating  that  she  had  been  fired  into  by 
a  three-gun  battery  and  had  been  struck  twelve  times,  and  the  captain 
of  one  of  the  companies  killed.  I  had  made  all  the  arrangements  for 
having  an  armed  vessel  to  accompany  each  steamer,  ana  a  gunboat 
the  whole.  Why  this  vessel  was  sent  off  in  the  night  without  this 
escort,  I  know  not.  I  have  sent  Commander  Palmer  to  see  the  general, 
and  will  send  a  force  down  to  shell  them  out,  and  as  soon  as  all  the 
arrangements  are  made  I  will  drop  down  the  ships,  to-morrow,  I  hope, 
at  the  furthest.  These  fellows  will  give  you  great  trouble.  If  Porter 
is  oveVmatched  he  can  fail  down  upon  our  vessels  below,  but  I  can  not 
afford  to  keep  a  force  of  any  consec[uence  this  side  of  New  Orleans, 
where  I  shall  nave  the  Pensacola,  Mississippi,  and  Portsmouth  perma- 
nently, and  almost  always  some  other  vessel  there  for  temporal^ 
repairs,  etc.  Our  great  object  in  not  letting  the  ram  get  below  this  is 
that  he  can  get  coal  or  anything  he  wants  from  Natchez,  Red  River, 
etc.  I  will  take  all  the  ferryboats  as  I  go  down,  to  keep  them  from 
crossing  troops,  cattle,  etc. 

If  there  is  anything  else  that  you  think  the  public  interest  requires 
of  me,  please  let  me  Imow,  and  it  I  can  do  anything  for  you  personally, 
you  laiow  that  nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  a  speedy  release  trom  this  embarrassment 
by  an  increase  of  both  land  and  naval  forces, 
I  remain,  very  truly,  your  hiend, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Ovlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla, 
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B«pftrt  «f  Flag-Offioer  Farragut,  V  8.  Navy,  traDsmlning  reports  r«gardiiiK  tha  aa 
mcnt  with  tha  0.  B.  run  ArlUDiaj. 

Flagship  PIartford, 
Bfhw  Vichsburg,  Juhj  22. 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  this  vessel, /rotfuow,  J^ici- 
mond,  Sciota,  and  Winona  of  Iheir  passage  down  the  river  Trom  abov? 
this  plat^e,  and  the  em-ounter  with  the  ram  Arhnisas. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Ci.  KAnRAOUT, 

Flaff-Officer,  Oommandinff  Western  Oulf  Blockading  S<iuodron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  jVai>j/,  W<ishingt4}n,  D.  0. 


Sapart  of  OomnuuLdei  Wftlnwrlght,  U.  S.  V&vj,  oommuidi&g  V.  B.  B.  Hartford. 

U.  S.  Flaosuip  Hartforu. 

Below  Vicksburg,  July  16,  186S, 

Sir:  Yeat-erday  nxoming  about  5  o'clock  firing  was  heard  up  the 
river,  supposed  to  ho  a  reconnoitering  party  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
field  artillery  up  tl»e  Yazoo  River,  nut  it  proved  that  they  witp 
engaged  with  the  eiieiny's  ram  Arhainias,  who  soon  appeared  coming 
around  the  point  firing  and  being  lired  into  bv  the  different  vessel**. 
We  gave  lier  our  port  liroudside  as  she  passe<f,  but  with  what  elfecl 
could  not  be  seen;  we  were  loaded  with  5-second  shell. 

At  fi:45  ]).  m.,  we  got  underway  and  stood  down  tlie  river,  when  tin 
upper  battery  opened.     We  returned  their  fire  as  soon  as  our  giii 
would  bear,  ana  continued  firing  without  intermission  at  batterie 
ram,  and  riHenien  until  we  anrhored  below  the  town. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  witii  their  accustomed  liravery  ar 
coolneiss.     The  two  {offkersj  acting  masters  of  the  powder  division 
were  Kick,  but  under  tlic  direction  of    Paymaster  d.  Plunkett  anc 
SaUmaker  Jolin  A.  Holbrook,  its  duties  were  admirably  eurriiHl  on.         i 

The  efiiciency  of  (lie  gun  divisions  are  in  a  great  measure  due  U^| 
the  drill  of  Acting  Midsliipmcn  J.  11.   Heed,  K.  C  Ilaseltine,  and  II.  J^B 
Blake.     We  were  struck  in  the  hull  several  times.     A  IX-inch  shell 
that  did  not  explode  carried  away  our  starboard  fore-topsail  sheet 
bitts  on  berth  deck.     The  rigging  "was  but  slightly  injured.     We  had 
killed    Masters  Mate  George  H.  Lounsberry,  Omcers'  Cook  Chm^e 
Jackson,  and  John  Cameron,  seaman;  6  were  wounded. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  Wainwuioht, 
Commander,  Commanding  Flagship  Uartjord, 

Flag-Offieer  D.  G.  FAnKAorr. 

[EDclMun.] 

Flagship  Habtford, 
Below  Vicksburg,  July  W,  1862. 

Sra:  The  following  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  were  killed  and^ 
wounded  in  the  engagement  last  night,  \tz: 

Wounded. — Thomas  Hoffman,  paymaster's  steward,  head  and  chest 
with  splinters;    John   D.  Barnes,  fireman,   contusion   of  shoulder; 


WEST  GXJLF  BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  21 

Michael  Martin,  landsman,  contusion  arm,  slightly;  Geoi^e  Royer, 
marine,  contusion,  slightly;  Henry  Downs,  boy  (colored),  contusion. 
slightly;  Captain  John  Broome  (Marine  Corps),  contusion,  head  ana 
shoxilder. 

Killed. — Mr.  George  H.  Lounsberry,  master's  mate,  killed  by 
cannon  ball;  Charles  Jackson,  officers'  cook,  killed  by  cannon  ball; 
John  Cameron,  seaman,  killed  by  cannon  ball. 

Killed  3 ;  wounded,  6. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 


Commander  R.  Wainwright, 

Oommanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Hartford. 


Fleet  Surgeon. 


Import  of  Ooamuidsr  Aldan,  V.  B.  Kwwj,  commanding  TJ.  B.  B.  Biehmond,  truumlttiBg 

Utt  of  cmhrIUoi. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond, 

Near  VicJcsburg,  July  16, 1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of 
casualties,  and  also  those  of  the  boatswain  and  carpenter,  snowing 
the  injury  done  to  this  vessel  by  the  enemy's  shot  during  the  action 
of  last  evening. 

Everyone  on  board  behaved  well.  A  careful  lookout  was  kept 
for  the  ram  as  we  passed,  but  owing  to  the  obscurity  of  the  night  we 
could  not  make  her  out. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Ovlf  Blockading  Squadron,  Flagship  Hartford. 

[EndosureB.} 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  Vicksburg,  July  16, 1862. 

Sib:  The  following  are  the  only  cases  of  injuries  occurring  in 
passing  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  last  evening: 

W<mnded. — William  L.  Somes,  seaman,  incised  wound  of  scalp, 
not  severe;  William  Nelson,  seaman,  sUght   injury  of  right  thumb 
and  contusion  of  left  knee. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  Henderson, 

Surgeon. 
Commander  James  Alden, 

U,  8.  S.  Richmond. 


V.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Off  Vicksburg,  July  16,  1862. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report 
of  injuries  received  by  this  ship  in  action  on  the  evening  of  isth 
instant,  viz:  Two  shrouds  port   mizzen   rigging  shot   away;  two 
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quarter-blocks  foretopsaU  yard  bands  badly  injured  and  port  fooS 
rope  shot  away;  braiJs  and  out  haul  of  apanker  shot  away, 
shot  seriously  Injuring  the  spanker. 

Moat  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac:  T.  Choate, 

Boaisvmn,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Jaues  Alden,  Esq.. 

ConimandiTig  (j.  S.  S.  Riekmond. 


V.  S.  S.  Richmond.  July  /ff.  1S6B. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave   respectfully   to  state   the  damage  sustained  bj 
this  vessel  off  Vicksburg  in  the  action  of  the  loth  instant: 

Was  struck  by  a  shot  on  the  port  side,  at  the  water  line,  under  No. 
I  gun  port,  eoirig  in  2  inches,  and  glanced  olf.     Struck  by  a  IX-inch 
shot,  under  No.  3  gun  port.  2  feet  above  berth  deck,  passing  ilu-ougU 
plankine:,  timbers,  ann  ceiling,  breaking  off  one  Imnging  and  twfl" 
diagonal  knees,  demolishing  a  mess  chest,  and  ludgeifon  the  ata 
board  side. 

Between  Nos.  1 1  and  13  gun  ports,  five  grapeshot  struck  the 
of  the  ship. 

One  G-pound  shot  struck  near  the  top  on  the  after  part  of  No.  1^ 
gun  port,  imbedding  itself  in  the  timber.     Was  struck  by  a  (i-pound 
shot  on  the  forward  side  of  No.  15  gun  port,  burying  Itself  m  the^ 
timber.  ^| 

One  6-pound  shot  came  through  tlie  after  port  of  cabin,  carry- 
ing away  sash,  blind,  and  bulkliead,  lodging  in  the  signal  room. 

A  large  number  of  bulleU  struck  and  lodged  in  the  side;  the  main 
mast  and  steam  pipe  are  also   struck  by  bullets.     The  foretopsa 
yard  was  struck  by  a  shot,  carrying  away  quarter  blocks  and  startii 
the  bauds. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  9er\ant, 

H.  L.  Dixon, 

Carpenter. 

Commander  J.  Aldev, 

U.  S.  S.  Hichmond. 


Stport  of  LltntsnABt  Lowry,  U.  B.  Kavr,  eomma&ding  U.  8.  8.  Soiotk. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota,' 
Above  Vicksburg,  July  13,  IS62. 
Sir:  This  morning  about  6:10  a.  m.  heavy  firing  was  lieard  from 
this  vessel,  apparently  fi-oni  the  direction  of  the  Yazoo  River,  the 
cause  of  whicli   soon   manife-st^d   itself   in   the   appearance  of   tlic 
gunboat    Tyler,  Lieutenant   Commanding   [Winiani]  Gwin,  running 
before   and   closely  puisucMl  by  lui  ironnad  rebel  ram,  since  ascer- 
tained to  be  the  Ark'ajiJia.*!,  escaped  out  of  tlie  Yazoo  River.     This 
vessel,  of  a  similar  construction  to  the  Louisiaixa  and  Mws^i^sippi. 
destroyed  at  New  Orleans,  that  Ls,  a  scivw  propeller  and  inchnea 
iron  sides,  armed  with  U  guns,  seemed  by  her  movements  to  trust 
_  entirely  to  her  invulnerability  for  a  safe  run  to  the  cover  of  thej 
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^icksbui^  batteries.  The  Tyler  made  a  running  fight  until  within 
our  lines,  when  the  vessels  opened  as  our  guns  bore,  the  rebel's  speed 
diminishing  very  visibly.  This  gunboat  was  anchored  fourtn  in 
line  from  up  river,  without  steam,  and  engines  under  repairs,  but 
as  soon  as  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  fire  started  and  steam  to  be 
raised  with  all  dispatch.  &^  Xl-inch  gun,  loaded  with  a  10-second 
sheU,  which  I  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  draw,  as  the  rebel  came 
within  my  train,  I  fired,  striking  him  fair,  but  the  shell  glanced  off 
almost  perpendicularly  into  the  air  and  exploded.  At  the  same 
time  I  opened  a  brisk  fire  with  all  my  small  arms  against  his  porta, 
which  I  am  confident  prevented  them  from  manning  her  port  guns 
till  after  she  had  passed  us.  I  observed  one  man,  in  the  act  of 
sponging,  tumble  out  of  the  port,  sponge  and  all,  evidently  shot  by 
a  rifie  ball.  I  found  my  officers  and  men  ready,  but  such  was  the 
suddenness  of  the  appearance  and  passing  of  this  formidable  vessel 
of  the  enemy  that  out  little  time  was  afforded  for  any  continued 
attack  upon  her  with  the  unwieldy  gun  carried  b^  this  vessel. 
After  passing  downstream  out  of  my  line  of  fire,  which  he  did  in 
from  four  to  six  minutes,  I  was  unfortunately  only  a  spectator  of  the 
final  result  of  this  event. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C  LOWBY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sdota. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Qvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Additional  raport  of  LUntnunt  Lowiy,  U.  B.  IfaTy,  ewnmandiiiy  U.  B.  B.  Belote. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Soiota, 
BeUm  Vickshirg,  July  16, 1862. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  general 
signal,  made  yesterday  at  7  p.  m.,  I  got  underway  and  got  position 
fifth  in  line,  and  steamed  down  the  river.  On  nearing  the  point 
opposite  the  city,  found  an  active  bombardment  kept  up  from  the 
ironclad  vessels  of  Flag-Officer  Davis's  fleet,  while  the  rebels  were 
replying  with  great  spirit  from  all  the  hill  and  water  batteries, 
stren^hened  by  large  bodies  of  sharpshooters,  posted  in  rifle  pits 
and  m  the  woods.  As  we  turned  the  point  the  bullets  began  to 
fly  over  us  very  thickly.  We  opened  on  the  riflemen  with  small 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  sick  and  disabled  officers  and  men,  who, 
too  feeble  to  work  the  heavy  gun,  still  zealously  used  their  Uttle 
"strength  to  annoy  the  enemy  by  a  return  fire  of  musketry.  Our 
two  24-poimder  howitzers  were  worked  rapidly  and  efficiently, 
throwing  shrapnel  into  the  enemy's  troops,  which  were  seen  to  burst 
with  good  range  and  effect.  I  proceeaed  under  this  fire  and  the 
crossfue  of  the  batteries  till  beyond  range,  when  I  rounded  to  and 
anchored  at  8:10  p.  m. 

On  passing  Vicksbui^,  could  see  nothing  distinctly  of  the  ram, 
though  I  received  a  fire  as  from  a  battery  at  or  near  the  level  with 
the  water.  A  shell  from  this  battery  passed  horizontally  through 
this  vessel,  tearing  the  metallic  boat,  cutting  bulwarks  on  port 
side,  starting  wood  ends  and  bolts  on  deck,  and  finally  bursting  in 
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the  starboard  spirkoting,  tearing  watoi'ways,  covering  hoanl,  fiil- 
tock  ends,  and  tirnbprs,  breaking  boat  davit  on  starboard  side. 
Several  grape  and  other  shots  passed  through  the  ship,  and  one 
heav}'  shot  struck  under  port  bow,  a  plunging  grazing  shot  from  the 
hill  forts. 

I  have  to  report,  and  thankfiUly  so.  but  two  casuulticsp  two 
men  wounded,  as  per  surgeon's  report.  My  officers  and  men  be- 
haved well  and  bravt'ly. 

Though  conmian<iinc  tliis  vessel  hut  a  few  days,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  place  on  recora  my  opinion  of  her  armament,  its  adaptation 
and  efficiency  to  vessels  of  this  class.  It  will  first  be  noticeil  tlial  this 
vessel  has  a  crew  of  nearly  100  men  to  one  gun.  for  the  howitzei*s  can 
not  be  called  part  of  the  battery.  The  great  weight  and  cumbrous 
size  of  tiie  Xl-iricb  gun,  with  it-s  carriage,  slide,  and  railway  circlee, 
pivot  bolts,  traversing  tackles,  etc.,  on  a  deck  of  the  narrow  l>eam 
of  this  and  all  otber  gunboat.s,  amounts  to  an  absurdity.  The 
great  weight  lifts  the  vessel  from  3  to  6  degrees  as  she  is  liglit  or  deep 
when  in  battery,  while  the  rolling  motion  is  so  great  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  cast  loose  the  gun  in  the  most  ordinary  swell  or  sea. 
The  lime  occupied  in  loading  and  pointing  prevents  rapid  and 
precise  firing,  the  complicated  macliinery  of  the  carriage  and  slide,  the 
screw  elevator  obstructing  the  graduated  tangent  sight  when  the 
breech  is  lowered  5  or  6  degrees  or  for  any  long  i-ange — the  gim  has 
not  the  range  to  compensate  for  its  other  drawbacks— are  alTserious 
objections  to  continuing  these  heavy  guns  as  the  main  battery  of 
gunboats. 

The  practice  of  this  war,  as  we  have  experienced  it  in  this  river, 
teaches  me  tliat  a  great  error  is  committed  in  this  respect.  Our 
e.xjH'rience  of  the  precision,  range,  and  penetration  of  tlie  old  32- 
pounders  of  57  bundrt-dweight  discardea  by  us  but  ust^d  almost 
entirely  by  the  rebels  against  us,  creates  a  question  il  we  must  not 
eventually  restore  that  neglected  caUber  of  smoothbore  to  the  h 
decks  of  light  ships.  B 

For  my  own  part,  I  would  prefer  two  or  four  of  them  on  the 
Marsilly  carriage,  in  its  slmplicitv  and  ease  of  handling  and  shifting, 
to  any  other  gun  on  a  pivot,  with  it-s  incumbrances  ortmcks,  eccen- 
tric, shifting  hoUa,  levers,  etc.  The  rapidity  with  which  four  32- 
pounders  could  bo  worked  will  overbalance  the  preponderance  ot  a 
lieavy  Xl-inch.  In  making  these  remarks  I  simply  consider  I  am 
performing  a  professional  duty,  and 

Am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LowRT, 
LieuUnant.  Commanding  Sdoia. 

Flag-Officer  D.  Q.  Farraqut, 

Commanding  WesUm  Ouif  Blockading  Sfjuadron. 


\ 
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Baport  of  Iteotcokat  ITicliolB,  TT.  B.  Havy,  commaBding  V.  8.  S.  Winona,  traosBilUiiiK  Uit 

of  oaiaaltioi. 

U.  S.  GtTXBOAT  Winona, 

B^^|^w  V'tckshtrg,  Juhj  ~,  tSQS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  underway  last 
evening  and  passed,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  your  fleet,  from  the 
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anchorage  above  Vicksburf:  to  that  below.  All  the  vessels  were  sub- 
ierted  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  niinieroti«;  batteries,  as  also  to  hoavj' 
Fire  of  muskelrj'.  We  were  enabled  to  fire  our  Xl-ineh  gun  but  three 
times,  owing  to  having  received  a  shot  oti  port  side  wirich  started  a 
heavy  leak.  Started  our  deck  pump-s  iinniedialely,  but,  finding  the 
water  gaining,  ran  in  and  pivoted  tlie  Xl-ineli  gun  to  starboara,  to 
raise  trie  leak  out  of  water.  Water  .slill  gainine,  pivoted  rifie  gun  to 
starboard,  shifted  port  howitzer  over,  and  sliifted  shot  and  shell  to 
starboard.  My  orders  being  to  anchor  at  the  old  anchorage  below 
Vicksburg.  I  ran  down  to  the  lower  end  of  the  islantl  and  rounded  to, 
with  the  uitention  of  anchoring,  but  finding  tlie  leak  still  gaining  fast 
on  the  pumps,  the  water  up  to  the  tops  of  the  ash-pit  doors,  and  oeing 
ignorant  of  the  position  and  nature  of  the  damage  causing  the  leak,  1 
oeenied  it  the  safest  plan  to  run  the  vessel  on  shore,  which  was  done 
at  the  foot  of  the  island,  her  bow  in  8  and  stem  in  II  feet  water. 
Upon  examination  we  found  that  a  shot  had  entered  just  above  water 
line  and  close  to  opening  of  outboard  deliver}',  breaking  valvo  and 
cast-iron  valve  ehest.  I  enclose  herewith  rej)orl  of  Mr.  [Johnl  Purdy, 
senior  engineer  in  charee.  One  other  shot  struck  tlie  .spirketnig  m 
wake  of  long  port,  but  did  not  penetrate.  One  shell  hurst  among  the 
crew  of  XJ-inch  gun,  killing  1  man  and  very  slightlv  wounding  2 
otiiers.  The  fragments  of  this  shell  tore  up  the  deck,  waterways, 
hatch  combings,  and  gun  carriage,  but  the  mjuries  are  not  serious. 
In  the  engagement  willi  the  ironclad  gunboat  our  side  was  perforated 
in  several  places  by  fragments  of  a  shell  which  exploded  near  the  ves- 
sl,  wounding  2  men. 

I  c^n  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  all  on  board.     I 
enclose  herewith  repi>rts  of  Assistant  Sui"geon  Matlie^vson  of  the  cas- 
ualties of  yesterday;  also  return  of  uinmunilion  expended. 
Vefv  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
LUutenant,  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  D.  O.  FARR.^ot-T, 

Commanding  Weshrn  D'lvijfion  GmIJ  Bloclcad'mg  Squadron. 

(Kncloninw.) 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Wixona, 
Beiow  VicX-shirg,  Miss..  Juhj  16,  1^62. 
Snt:  I  most  respectfully  make  the  following  ivport  of  tlie  damages 
sustained  by  the  engineer's  department  of  this  vessel  in  passuig  tlie 
city  of  VickJihurg  July  15.  1.S02,  viz;  Outboard  dehvery  valve  cham- 
ber shot  away  and  shatl^»red  in  an  irreparable  manner,  thereby  ren- 
dering the  engines  useless  until  the  said  valve  chamber  is  replaced. 
Oil  t^ik  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOQN    Pt-RDY, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  S,  Navy, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  T.  NioHota. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 

Near  V'icMurff,  July  13,  1S6£, 
^ue:  T  respectfullv  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  this  morning 
the  rebel  ironclad  gunboat  Arkansas  the  followiug  maw  ^vsx^ 
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woimtlotl  on  board  thw  vossol:  John  Jones,  captain  afterguard,  stniclt 
by  splinter  ovor  left  molar  bono,  which  contused  the  soft  parts,  but  j 
promiced  no  fracture;  William  Mall\%landKman, struck  byaspUnter, 
which  produced  a  contused  wound  oVer  left  scapula,  not  serious  in  its 
nature. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Artui  R  Mathewson, 
Assutant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Nov 
Edward  T.  Nichols, 

LdeiUcnant,  Commanding. 

V.  S.  GiTNBOAT  Winona, 

Near  Vkk-Hlfurg,  July  16,  1862. 
Sm:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  last  night  witb 
the  battericii  at  Vicksburg,  Jofin  H.  Hai-way,  landsman,  was  killed 
instantly  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from  theenomv's  hatterics.  No 
others  of  the  ship's  conipuny  were  injured  beyond  tlie  extent  of  shght 
bruises  and  scratclipy. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Arthi-r  Mathewson, 
jUsiittant  Surgeon,  V.  S.  Namf. 
Edward  T.  Nichols. 

Lieutenant,  CommandiTig, 


S«IMrt  of  Commaadar  Palmer,  V.  8.  Batj.  eommandlng  V.  8.  8.  Iroquola. 

U.  s.  s.  Iroquois, 
Below  Viclcahurg,  July  17,  186'. 

Sir:  At  twenty  minutes  after  6  in  the  aftomoou  of  the  15th,  signal 
being  made  from  the  Hagship  to  weigh  and  form  the  line  ahead,  the 
Irnquok  being  ordered  to  lead,  I  was  innnediately  undenvay  and 
stood  down  the  river  towaixl  the  newly  erected  battery,  having  been 
precedtnl  about  half  an  hour  In^  Flug-Oiricer  Davis  and  the  lienlon, 
with  two  other  ironclad  gunboats,  wliose  intentions  were  to  keep  in  I 
play  the  upper  battery,  whilst  we  pa.Hsed  on  to  the  attack.  " 

At  7  we  passi'i]  tlie  head  of  their  Une  and  were  immediately  under 
fire,  which  we  returned  at  once,  and  very  soon  after  the  hill  oattery 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  commenced  its  raking  fire,  the  shot  and 
shell  ilymg  over  us.  their  gtms  not  being  sufTiciently  depressed.  In  a 
short  time  we  were  abreast  the  town,  from  wlucb  we  received  vol- 
leys of  musketry  and  Hrtillerv,  which  wo  returned  with  shrapnel  and 
grape.  Now  the  lower  hill  batteries  commenced  their  plunging  fire, 
ana  at  this  critical  moment  our  worn-out  engines  suddenly  stopped 
and  wo  drifted  for  twenty  minutes  under  fire,  which,  as  night  was  now 
setting  in,  was  ill-directed,  and  very  soon  gave  me  no  concern.  Aa 
we  dropped  down,  tlie  lower  wateV  batteiy  and  what  I  supposed 
might  be  the  ironclad  ram  ojwned  upon  us.  This  we  r**tumed  with 
solid  siiot.  But  with  all  tins  (ire  of  hea\'y  shot  and  shell  from  the 
batt4>ries  of  muskoliy  ftn<i  fieldpiece.«,  with  which  the  town  was 
crowded,  with  the  exception  of  a  6-i>ound  shell  fired  from  a  fieldpiece, 
left  sticking  in  our  side  between  wind  and  wat^r,  we  escaped  without 
damage. 

By  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  our  chief  engineer  the  engine 


I 


!  was  I 


WEST  GULP   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  27 

set  going  again,  and  when  below  their  line  of  fire  I  turned  and  stood 
up  again  for  the  batteries,  thinking  the  flagship  was  still  above,  but 
uterwards  finding  that  in  the  darkness  she  had  passed  below  unob- 
served by  us,  I  dropped  down  and  anchored  beside  her. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  David  G.  Fabbaqut, 

Oommanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


Xsport  of  Comsutndw  Lm,  IT.  B,  Havy,  commuidlng  U.  B.  B.  Oneida. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Below  V^c]£8b^erg,  July  16, 1862. 

Sib:  I  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  with  the  batteries 
and  with  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Arkaifisas  last  evening  in  passing 
Vickflburg. 

At  6:40  p.  m.  flagship  made  general  signal  1218.  Got  imderway, 
steaming  as  necessary  whilst  the  fleet  was  formed  according  to  the 
plan  for  the  morning  of  the  28th  ultimo.  Renshaw's  mortars  were 
now  firing  at  the  batteries.  At  6:55  the  army  mortars  commenced 
firing.  At  7  the  Benton  opened  fire  on  the  new  upper  battery.  At 
7:20  passed  two  of  the  army  gunboats,  now  holding  their  fiire  to  allow 
us  to  pass,  our  fleet  having  formed  and  closed  up.  At  7:30 
we  opened  fire  on  the  new  upper  battery.  Fired  in  passing  at 
the  upper  batteries  and  rifle  pits  v.ith  our  oattery  and  small  arms, 
whilst  under  like  fire  from  the  rebels.  We  passed  near  the  left  (east) 
bank,  stopped  the  engine  and  drifted  by  tne  town;  saw  the  wharf- 
boat;  fired  bolts  from  two  rifle  guns,  and  soUd  shot  from  the  two 
Xl-inch  pivot  guns  at  the  Arkansas,  which,  lying  under  the  bank 
exposed  ner  position  by  firing.  Stopped  firmg  at  7:30,  having 
expended  the  following  projectues:  6  shell,  Xl-inch,  5-second  fuze; 
9  grape,  Xl-inch;  2  solia  shot,  11-inches  (at  the  ram);  10  shell,  32- 
pounders,  5-second  fuze;  1  stand  32-pounder  grape;  2  solid  32- 
pounder  shot;  16  bolts,  and  1  shell  from  the  30-pounder  Dahlgren 
rifle  guns.     No  casualties  occurred  on  board. 

The  officers  and  men  on  the  sick  list  who  w.ere  able  to  go  to  their 
guns  did  so.     Anchored  with  the  fleet. 

Respectfully,  yours,  S.  Phillips  Lee, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabbaout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Beport  of  Uaotsiunt  BrMM,  M.  %.  Vktj,  conmuuiding  V.  B.  barkantine  Horue  B«ftli. 

U.  S.  Babkentine  Hobace  Beals, 
Below  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Jvly  18, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report  of  the  part 
taken  in  the  bombardment  of  Vicksburg  by  the  mortar  vessels,  second 
division  Mortar  Flotilla,  on  the  15th  July. 

The  position  of  the  six  vessels  at  this  time  was  just  out  of  gunshot 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  about  a  mile  above 
the  Brooklyn,  with  the  exception  of  the  mortar  schooner  S.  C.  Jones, 
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lyiiig  aground  about  u  uiile  above  us,  and  on  the  same  sidfl.  Firing 
had  been  lizard  some  time  up  the  river,  wlien  an  ofhf^r  came  to  the 
the  river  bank  and  stated  that  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  was  attempting 
to  nm  through  the  fleet,  and  that  slie  would  probably  succeed^ 
Woixl  was  immediately  passed  to  the  <livLsion  to  heave  sliort,  and 
your  Higual  to  prepare  to  get  underway  was  soon  followed  by  the 
signal  to  got  underway,  the  ram  having  hove  in  sight  and  appearing 
to  he  standing  for  us. 

The  diviyidu  slowly  dropped  by  the  tide  about  a  mUe  and  a  half 
from  former  positions,  haulmg  close  in  to  the  hank.  Here  all  prepa- 
rations were  made  to  do  our  best  with  the  ram  shoidd  .she  come  tlown. 
About  10  a.  ni.  vou  ordered  the  division  to  be  taken  up  into  position, 
and  that  I  had  hetter  go  ahead  and  select  the  place  for  them,  which 
I  ilid,  at  the  same  time  to  see  what  could  bo  done  ^^ith  the  S.  0.  Jona, 
On  leaving  yf)ur  vessel  the  Jonr.ft  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and 
shortly  nft<*f  blew  up.  .Vbout  1:^0  p.  m.  the  John  Grif^ih,  Onvtia, 
and  llennj  Jan^a  reached  their  position,  towed  by  yonr  ves.sel.  and 
at  1:40  they  opene<I  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  .SamA 
Briun  and  O.  it.  Lee  were  to  have  been  towed  by  the  Laurd  Il^U, 
but  they  wore  al)undoned  after  a  single  atlejnpt,  and  onjj'  got  into 
position  by  your  vcvssi'l.  As  you  are  uware  that  the  enemy's  shot 
new  quite  thickly  about  the  vesst^ls  while  being  placed  in  position, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  further,  except  that 
at  different  times  we  were^  opene<i  upon  from  the  rifled  guns  of  the 
enemy,  and  also  from  sharpshooters  i>laced  in  the  woods  on  th© 
opposite  bank. 

The  broadside  guns  throwing  10-second  shell  responded  to  this 
latt-cr,  but  I  think  their  being  silenced  before  mistrhief  was  done  is 
owing  to  the  splendid  shooting  of  Captain  Nim's  battery  placed  in 
batterj'  abreast  and  partly  astern  of  the  division.  This  battery 
most  effectually  silenced  the  enemy's  lire.  The  firing  from  the 
mortars  was  continuous  from  the  time  of  taking  up  position  to  that 
of  the  order  to  drop  down  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  about  an 
hour  during  a  rain  sijuall.  The  firing  was  once  in  about  seven  to 
ten  minutes  from  each  vessel,  until  we  lienrd  the  guns  from  our  fleet 
coming  down,  when  fire  was  opened  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  kept 
up  until  all  the  fleet  had  passea  us,  when  you  niade  signal  to  retire. 

During  this  time  the  John  Griffith  threw  62  shell,  the  Orvetta  30 
shell,  the  Hennj  Janes  60  shell.  0.  H.  Lee  49  shell,  and  Sarah  Bruen 
32  shell.  The  John  Griffith  fired  just  prior  to  and  in  the  passage  of 
the  fleet  by  the  forts  upon  the  lower  water  batteries,  the  otner  vessels 
altogether  upon  the  hill  batt^eries.  After  the  enemy's  lower  battery 
was  silenced  by  Captain  Nim's  battery  of  light  artillery  not  a  missile 
WQs  .sent  in  our  direction.  The  general  (Erection  and  bursting  of 
shell  was  very  good,  but  after  having  so  often  witnessed  the  effect 
of  nineteen  ana  twenty  mortars,  it  almost  appeared  useless  to  use 
so  few,  and  I  am  convinced  that  a  less  number  are  hardly  efficient 
for  such  puri>oses. 

The  vessels,  mortars,  and  their  appurtenances  stood   the  shock 
with  about  the  usual  amount  of  damage. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant.  Commatulinfr  Second  Division  Moriar  FlotiSa. 

Commander  WiLLL\.v  B.  UENsnAW, 

Commanding  Gulf  Division  Moriar  FlotiJla. 
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■•port  of  Commander  Benihaw,  U.  B.  Kavy,  oommanding  divliioii  of  Kortar  FlotUU, 
regarding  tho  operaliou  of  hii  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Westfield, 
Mississippi  River,  July  23, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  division  of  the  Mortar  Flotilla  I  have  tne  honor  to  com- 
mand previous  to  and  during  the  bombardment  of  the  15th  instant. 

About  7  a.  m.  constant  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the 
combined  fleets  of  Flag-Officers  Farraeut  and  Davis,  anchored  a 
few  miles  above  Vicksburg,  and  shortly  after  intelligence  was  received 
that  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Arhaiisas  was  endeavoring  to  and  would 
probably  succeed  in  passing  the  fleet.  Signal  was  immediately 
made  from  the  steamer  to  the  mortar  schooners  to  prepare  to  get 
imderwav.  At  8  a.  m.  the  ram  was  discovered  coming  slowly 
around  the  point,  when  I  made  a  signal  to  the  schooners  to  get  imder- 
way  immediately,  slipping  the  cable  of  this  steamer  at  the  same  time 
to  give  them  assistance  should  they  require  it. 

The  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones,  Acting  Master  Jack  (which  had 
been  ashore  since  a  few  days  after  the  fleet  passed  the  batteries,  and 
by  the  receding  river  left  with  but  a  few  leet  of  water  under  her) 
was  lying  in  a  defenseless  position,  rendering  it  proper  that  imme- 
diate preparations  should  be  made  to  destroy  her  should  the  ram 
continue  on  her  course  down  the  river.  I  was  about  making  signal 
to  Acting  Master  Jack  to  be  ready  to  blow  her  up,  when  he  made 
signal,   "Shall  I  destroy?"     At  this  time  the  ram  was  observed 

fsing  alongside  of  the  bank  at  Vicksburg,  and  the  necessity  for  imme- 
iat-e  action  having  ceased,  I  answered  the  signal  by  directing  him  to 
"get  ready."  After  the  schooner  had  successfully  dropped  down 
some  distance  below  the  Brooklyn,  under  the  cover  of  wnose  guns 
they  could  alone  be  protected,  I  steamed  up  the  river  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  specific  directions  to  Acting  Master  Jack  and  to  reconnoiter 
the  ram.  Upon  the  way  I  met  General  Williams  and  staflE  riding 
along  the  banK,  and,  hailing  him,  requested  to  know  if  he  intended  em- 
barking his  command.  Being  answered  in  the  negative,  I  requested 
him  to  allow  one  of  his  artillery  officers  to  go  on  board  the  stranded 
schooner  and  make  such  a  distribution  of  her  powder  as  to  insure 
her  mortar  being  blown  into  deep  water  (a  distance  of  only  a  few 
feet)  should  it  oecome  necessary  to  fire  her.  The  request  was 
cheerfully  compHed  with,  and,  passing,  I  soon  reached,  and,  hailing 
the  schooner  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  25  yards,  easy  conversing 
distance,  directed  Acting  Master  Jack  to  make  preparations  to  blow 
her  up,  and  that  an  artiSery  officer  would  come  on  board  to  instruct 
him  in  relation  to  the  manner  the  powder  should  be  placed  to  insure 
the  mortar  being  blown  into  deep  water,  but  that  he  must  not  blow 
her  up  until  he  received  orders  from  me  or  the  ram  was  actually 
coming  down  upon  him. 

These  instructions  were  clearly  understood  by  him  at  the  time, 
and,  feeling  assured  they  would  be  strictly  compUed  with,  I  proceeded 
a  short  distance  up  the  river  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  ram. 
Satisfying  myself  that  she  was  seriously  injured  by  the  conflict  with 
the  fleet,  I  fired  two  rifle  shot  at  her  and  ran  down  the  river  to  com- 
municate with  Captain  Bell  and  inform  him  of  the  result  of  my  obser- 
vations, and  upon  communicating  with  him  received  an  order  from 
Flag-Omcer  Fairagut  directing  me  to  bring  the  mortars  to  bear  upon 
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the  batteries  Immod lately,  as  he  was  coming  dovra  with  the  fleet  to 
att-ack  thoin  and  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram. 

Ail  the  steamers  of  the  flotilla,  with  the  exception  of  the  WfAtptU, 
being  absent  towing  the  twelve  schooners  aecompanvinc  Captain 
Porter  down  the  river,  I  applied  to  Captain  BoU  to  order  the  U.  S.S. 
Kensington  to  assist  me  in  getting  the  mortar  schooners  into  positiap. 
and  in  reply  was  informed  that  tlie  anuy  transport  Laurel  HUl 
would  tow  up  two  of  them. 

This  was  all  the  assistance  I  required  to  promptly  execute  the 
order  I  had  received,  and,  to  carrv  it  out,  dispatched  Lieiitenaut 
Commanding  K.  K.  Breesc  in  his  l>oat  to  superintend  the  plocingj 
of  the  schooners,  and  at  the  same  time  to  look  after  the  6*.  C.  JoMt^ 
and  be  ready  to  give  proper  directions  should  the  ram  unexpecledhfl 
move.  He  liiid.  liowevcr,  scarcely  left  to  perform  tliis  duty  when^i 
to  my  surprise  and  great  regret,  the  .S'.  C.  Jone^  was  blown  up  with- 
out any  movement  of  the  ram  occurring  to  justify  it.  Three  s<*hooD- 
ers  were  then  taken  in  tow  by  this  steamer  and  placed  in  position  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  a  little  below  where  they  were  stationed 
during  the  previous  bonihardment,  the  batteries  on  the  Vicksburg 
side  opening  fire  briskly  at  the  same  time. 

The  Laurel  Uil)  not  fmving  started  with  her  tow.  I  was  obliged  to 
return  down  the  river  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and 
was  informed  by  her  captain  that  he  "had  parted  his  hawser,  and 
conseijueiitly  could  not  tow."  In  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  we 
were  undervvay,  with  the  two  remaining  schoonoi-s,  and  at  3: 30  p.  ni- 
I  had  the  .sati.sfactioii  of  seeing  all  the  mortars  in  position. 

The  firyt  three  .schooners,  the  John  Griffith,  Acting  Master  Henrr! 
Brown,  commanding;  the  Uenry  Janes.  Acting  Master  [Lewisl  W« 
Pennington,  commanding;  and  the  Oliver  U.  Let,  Acting  Mastej 
Washington  Godfrey,  commanding,  had  already,  at  1:30  p.  m., 
opened  fire  frtun  their  nKjrIars  and  at  the  time  we  arrivefl  witii 
the  Orvetfa,  Acting  Master  V.  E.  Blanchard,  commanding,  and  the 
Snrnh  Jiruev,  Acting  Master  A.  Christian,  commanding,  were  olsa 
firing  with  their  broadside  guns,  assisted  by  a  field  battery  of  General 
Wilbams's  command,  at  a  large  body  of  riflemen  on  tlie  opposite 
shore,  who  were  annoying  them  by  tlioir  fiie,  wliich  immedial4?ly 
ceased  upon  our  casting  off  our  tow  and  throwing  some  Vlll-incn 
grape  among  them.  The  estimated  distance  of  the  schooner  farthest, 
up  the  river  from  the  batteries  was  3,700  yards,  and  of  the  onafl 
farthest  down  4,000  yards. 

The  mortars  being  in  position  and  firing  with  effect  upon  the 
batteries,  1  remained  unaerway  in  their  vicinity  to  render  them 
all  the  assistance  my  frail  steamer  could  afford  should  they  require 
it,  imtil  hailed  by  the  Brooklyn,  at  7:15  p.  m.,  informing  me  that 
the  fleet  was  getting  underway,  wlien  I  made  signal  to  the  mortars  to 
fire  rapidly,  and  ran  over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  and  took 
up  the  same  position  I  occupied  during  the  bombardment  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  June,  enfilading  the  water  batterA-  in  front  of 
the  brick  hospital,  and  remained  there  until  the  fleet  hacl  passed  the 
batteries  and  all  firing  except  from  the  mortars  had  ceased.  The 
,  Bignal  to  "  cease  firing  and  retire ''  was  then  made  to  the  schooners  at 
18:30  p.  m. 

The  firing  from  the  mortars  was  rapid  and  accurate,  the  shell 
frequently  falling  apparently  within  the  batteries  and  causing  for  a 
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time  a  leas  regular  fire  from  them,  which,  from  some  imknown 
cause^  was  far  less  vigorous  from  the  lower  batteries  than  on  the 
occasion  of  the  previous  bombardment. 

To  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Breese,  commanding  the 
second  division  of  mortar  schooners,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you 
for  particulars  of  the  mortar  practice  and  conduct  of  their  ofhcers 
and  men.  The  services  of  this  officer,  I  am  aware,  have  already 
been  brought  to  your  notice  by  the  very  able  and  gallant  com- 
mander of  the  flotilla,  Captain  Porter,  and  I  have  only  to  add  the 
expression  of  my  very  high  appreciation  of  his  official  ability  and 
gallantry  and  my  thanks  for  his  zealous  assistance  during  this 
anxious  dajr.  Anxious,  from  the  fact  that  from  the  hour  of  half 
past  1  until  nearly  8  in  the  evening  the  mortar  schooners  were 
lying  in  position  comparatively  unprotected,  within  2}  miles  of 
tnis  ram,  which  had  successfully  run  the  blockade  of  our  fleets, 
not  knowing  at  what  moment  her  repairs  might  be  completed  and 
she  again  ready  for  action. 

The  Westfield  was  struck  twice  during  this  bombardment,  without 
materially  injuring  her;  once  by  a  rifle  shot  on  her  connecting  rod, 
which  was  probably  saved  by  the  engine  being  in  motion,  and  once 
by  the  fragments  of  a  shell. 

Since  the  Westfield  has  been  in  commission  she  has  been  engaged 
in  three  re^ar  bombardments  and  at  other  times  frequently 
under  the  &e  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  performing  the  duties  as- 
signed her  in  connection  with  the  Mortar  Flotilla,  and  it  is  a  duty 
I  embrace  with  pleasure,  in  thus  making  my  first  official  report  to 
the  Department,  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  conduct  of  her 
officers  and  men. 

The  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Zimmerman,  though 
but  a  youth  19  years  old,  has  proven  himself,  by  his  professional 
knowledge  and  mie  bearing  under  fire,  worthy  of  receiving  a  Ueu- 
tenant's  commission.  I  can  also,  with  confidence,  recommend 
Acting  Master  L.  D.  Smalley  for  a  permanent  position  in  the  Navy, 
should  the  Department  contemplate  retaining  any  of  the  volunteer 
appointments.  He  has  performed  the  duties  of  master  since  leaving 
the  United  States,  and  m  that  capacity  directed,  under  my  super- 
vision, the  steering  of  the  ship,  wnenever  she  has  been  under  fire, 
with  coolness  and  judgment. 

Acting  Masters  Vassallo,  Miller,  and  Warren  have  been  attentive 
to  their  duties,  and  courageously  fought  the  guns  at  which  they 
were  stationed,  while  the  supply  of  powder  and  projectiles  from 
the  powder  division  was  evidence  that  Acting  Master's  Mates  Amett 
and  Harvey  were  equally  worthy  of  praise. 

The  engmeer  in  charge.  Mr.  William  R.  Greene,  with  his  assist- 
ants, Messrs.  Geoi^e  S.  Baker  and  Charles  [W.]  Smith,  have  been 
untiring  in  their  exertions  to  keep  the  engine  in  repair,  and  have 
exercisftd  so  much  judgment  and  care  that  since  leavmg  the  United 
States  there  has  never  been  a  day  that  the  machinery  has  not  been 
in  perfect  working  order. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  £.  H.  Allis  and  Acting  Assistant  Pay- 
master C,  C.  Walden  are  also  worthy  of  commendation,  the  former 
for  kind  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  sick  and  the  latter  for 
faithful  attention  to  duty  and  for  volunteering  to  take  charge  of 
our  IX-inch  gun  during  the  last  bombardment  (two  of  the  acting 
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masters  boinp  ill  with  the  fever)  and  fighting  ii  with  coiirBpe  an 
ability.     Mr.  Dudley  S.  GrifiUh,  oaptaiu's  clerk,  has  been  ni  ^'lUJ 
service  to  luc  in  rttiiveying  my  ornera  in  time  of  artioD.     lie  is  t| 
youth  of  much  intelligence  antl  eool  euurage. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient,  .servant, 

W.  B.  Rensiiaw, 
Commamlina  Division  of  Mortar  FfofiUa, 
Operating  wifh  Oi€  Western  Gulf  Blockadvng  Sqtuidr 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtoti,  D.  C. 


Baport  of  Commander  Reoahaw,  IT.  S.  Kavy.  rooammondin^  the  dismisBal  trvnt  the  MrvlM 
or  AcUog  Uuter  Jack  and  Aoting  Haater's  Mate  Bqatrea,  V.  8,  Navy. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Westfibld. 
jVw  Orhnm,  July  :i9,  iSGi. 

Sib:  I  have  Rent  home  on  the  Connecticut  Acting  Mustier  Jack 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  T.  W.  Squires,  the  fonner  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  blown-up  schooner  S.  C.  Jones  and  the  latter  of  Oie 
bark  Iloitghton. 

Acting  Mast<?r  Jack  positively  asserts  that  be  <lid  not  umiersiaod 
my  order  not  to  blow  iin  the  schooner  until  the  ram  appmoched 
biin,  but  supp«>sed  I  wished  her  destroyed  immediately.  I  r^ret 
that  1  have  to  differ  decidedly  with  Acting  Master  rfack  in  this 
assertion,  which  opinion  I  think  would  be  confirmed  could  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  admit  of  an  invefttigatioii  by  a  court  of 
enquiry.  Mortifying  as  the  sight  of  the  scliooner  blowing  up  at  i 
tliat  time  was  to  me,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  her  destruction 
was  only  a  little  premature,  as  the  squadnin'a  leaving  a  few  days 
aftei-wards  would  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  made  such 
disposition  of  her. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Squires  was  found  fast  asleep,  with  eveir 
other  man  on  deck,  during  hi»  waUh,  at  ti  time  when  unusual  vigi- 
lance wus  re(|uii-e<l  in  consequence  <»f  our  nr>t  kr;owing  at  what  time 
the  ram  Arkansas  might  come  down  from  above. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  dismissal  from  the  service  of  these  I 
oflBcers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

W.  B.  REN'fiHAW. 

Commaiiding  Division  of  Mortar  Flotilla,        _ 
Operating  ivith  Western  Gulf  Siiockading  Sqaadror^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tite  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Explanatory  autemcDt  of  Acting  Master  Jack,  tT.  8.  Navy,  in  the  matter  of  the  deitraetlon 
of  the  mortar  ichooner  Sidney  C.  Jonei. 

Sm:  Agreeably  to  an  order  signed  by  W.  B.  Renshaw,  esq..  U.  S. 
Navy,  cominaiicfing  mortar  fleet  in  the  Mississippi,  a  copy  of  wliicli 
is  herewith  endoned,  I  beg  leave  to  report  mj-seil  to  the  Department. 
Having  thus  complied  with  tho  order,  it  is  but  just  that  1  sliould 
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briefly  state  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  ffiven.  Being 
in  charge  of  the  mortar  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones  on  the  momlm?  oi 
the  15th  of  July  last,  after  the  ram  Arkansas  had  passed  the  fleet 
and  got  under  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  I  was  hailed  by 
Captain  Renshaw  and  ordered  to  blow  up  the  schooner  immediately 
and  effectually,  and  to  ^et  the  mortar  mto  the  deepest  water  pos- 
sible, the  Tessei  at  the  tune  being  ashore,  high  and  dry.  I  was  also 
informed  by  Captain  Renshaw  that  an  artillery  officer  would  be  sent 
to  my  assistance,  to  cany  out  the  order  of  destruction.  Immedi- 
ately afterwards  I  was  hailed  from  the  shore  by  Captain  [Charles] 
Everett,  of  the  Massachusetts  Battery,  who  informed  me  that  he 
was  detailed  as  the  artillery  officer  referred  to  m  said  order  to  assist 
in  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  with  whom  I  acted  in  conjunction 
and  carried  into  effect  the  order  of  Commander  Renshaw.  On  the 
17th  of  July  I  was  sent  for  and  told  that  I  might  consider  myself 
as  under  arrest,  and  on  the  18th  of  July  I  received  a  notification 
from  Lieutenant  Breese,  hereto  affixed,  of  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  Commander  Renshaw  to  investigate  the  reason  of  the  destruction 
of  said  vessel.  I  accordingly  appeared  before  the  board  of  enquiry 
detailed  for  said  duty,  and  exhibited  mv  proofs  of  the  order  I  received 
and  its  faithful  execution,  those  proofs  oeing  also  herewith  affixed. 
After  the  fullest  investigation,  the  board,  or  court  of  enquiry,  as  I 
was  informed  by  them,  fully  acquitted  me  of  all  blame,  and  compli- 
mented me  on  the  manner  m  which  I  had  discharged  my  duty,  and 
gave  me  credit  for  service  I  had  rendered  the  Government  in  saving 
80  much  pubUc  property  of  the  vessel.  You  may  imagine  my  sur- 
prise, after  this  triumphant  acquittal,  when  I  received  the  order 
which  sent  me  home  to  report  as  under  arrest.  I  appeal  most  confi- 
dently to  you,  sir,  to  restore  my  unblemished  name  to  the  naval 
service  of  the  country  and  to  remove  this  unjust  cloua  upon  my 
character. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  E.  Jack, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  ike  late  Sidney  C.  Jones. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Encloaura.] 

U.  S.  S.  Westpield, 
New  Orleans,  July  29, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  at  once  proceed  to  the  United  States  (per  steamer 
Connecticut)  J  and  immediately  upon  your  arrival  report  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  in  writing,  as  under  arrest. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Renshaw, 
Commanding  Mortar  FlotiSa. 

Acting  Master  Chas.  E.  Jack,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Barkentike  Horace  Beals, 
Near  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  18, 1862. 

Sm:  You  will  report  to  me  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow  on  board  this 
vessel,  to  answer  an  investigation  ordered  by  Commander  Renshaw 
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relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  Sidney  0.  Jones  and  its  attendant 
circumstances. 

You  have  permission  to  visit  the  shore  this  afternoon  to  see  Gen- 
eral Williams  or  Captain  Everett,  as  requested. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Bkeesk, 
LieutenarU,  Commanding  SecoTvd  Divmon  Mortar  Flotitta. 

Acting  Master  Cuas.  E.  Jack,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Bare  A.  HoroHToN, 

Mississippi  River,  July  1 7,  186^. 
Sui:  We,  the  undersigned,  officers  and  crow  of  the  late  U.  S. 
schooner  Sidney  C.  Jotntf,  do  hereby  pk'dge  our  words  of  honor 
that  we  distinctly  undtu-stood  the  order  given  to  you  on  the  uioni- 
ine  of  the  15tb  by  Commander  W.  B.  Kensliaw.  of  the  U.  S.  S.  We^ii- 
fietd,  to  make  prepanition  for  blowing  up  your  vessel,  and  fiirtlier 
that  we  understood  the  order  to  blow  her  lip  effectually  and  iu 
diately. 

Very  respectfullv, 

ViT.  C.  Graham,  Adiriff  Master's  Matt. 

B.  Johnson,  Acting  Master  ft  Mate. 

Wii.UAM  TI.  MrNROK,  Acting  Master's  Mate. 

Mauhiix  Kennky,  Boatimnin's  Mate. 

Stephen  Nelson,  Gunner's  Mate. 

Thomas  Davidson,  Saihiiaker's  Mate-, 

Jamks  Tolen,  Captain  Hold. 

FuEDERicK  Tompkins,  Carnenier's  Mate. 

John  W.  IIcnter,  Captain  s  Steward. 

Robert  L.  Montier,  Captain's  Cook. 

George  Woodland,  A.  B. 

Mathew  McDonnel,  Seaman. 

John  Stton,  Seaman. 

John  J.  Smith,  Sfoman. 

Joseph  Bell,  Onlinary  Seaman. 

James  Lavins,  Ordinanj  Seaman. 

Charles  McMillen,  Or(linar\j  Seaman. 

Patrick  B.  Carrick,  Landsman. 

Captain  Charles  E.  Jack. 

I  herebv  certify  that  I  witnease<l  the  foregoing  signatures  of  the 
crew  of  \j.  S.  schooner  Sidney  C  Jones. 

W.  C.   lUNf-ORIJ 

Executive  Officcry  U.  S.  Bark  iiowjhton. 


Headquarters  Second  Briqade, 

Opposite  Vickahurg.Juhj  17,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  Captain  C.  E.  Jack,  acting  mas- 
ter commanding  schooner  S.  C.  Jones,  I  make  the  following  statement: 
On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  wliile  riding  upon  the  bank  of 
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the  river,  I  was  hailed  by  Captain  Renshaw,  commanding  U.  S.  (run- 
boat  Wfntfield.  The  boat  was  at  some  distance,  and  I  hoard  th(^  liail 
imperfectly.  As  I  tindprt«tood  it,  it  was  to  the  cffetit  that  he  expected 
to  oe  comnellpd  to  blow  up  the  scliooner  S-  0.  Jones,  being  thon 
Eh  aud  tlrv  abound.  That  he-  dej^in^d  that  it  slioidd  be  chine  so 
,__  t'luallv  that  no  part  of  lier  armament,  and  especially  her  mortar, 
iihotdd  fall  into  the  hands  of  tlie  rebels,  and  that  lie  requested  nie  to 
dei^J  an  officer  of  artillorv  to  see  it  properly  done.  I  answered  that 
I  would  do  so.  and  accortfinjjly  iinriiediati*.ly  ordered  Captain  Cliarles 
Everett,  SLxth  Massachusetts  Battery,  to  superintend  the  work  and 
to  see  it  thoroughly  done  by  fire  and  gunpowder. 

ThOS.  WlLUUMS, 

Bri^tdUr-Oencrai,  Gomdg.  Second  Brigade,  DepL  of  the  Ovif, 


HtxjRs.  0th  Battkry  Light  AnTaLERT,  Mass.  Vols., 

OpposiU  Vicksburg,  July  IS,  IS6S. 
kving  been  requested  by  Acting  Master  Commanding  C.  E.  Jack, 
of  the  late  V.  S.  si-hooncr  Sidjiei/  C.  Jones,  to  state  what  I  know  in 
relation  to  the  blowing  up  of  said  vessel,  I  make  the  following  state- 
ment: 

On  the  momine  of  the  15th  instant,  Wine  near  the  headquarters  of 
Brigadier-<_'ieneruT  Williams,  I  heard  a  hail  from  the  V,  S.  S.  Weatfifldf 
respecttiit:  the  destruction  of  tlie  mortar  l)oal  aground  above,  and  a 
request  tlmt  an  artilU'iy  oiTicer  might  be  sent  t<i  superintend  the  oj)era- 
tion.  Tlip  WfMRfM  proceede*!  up  the  river.  A  few  minutes  after 
this  I  wits  detailed  by  Cieneral  Williams  t-o  go  on  board  the  mortar 
boat  oiid  see  that  sfie  was  destroyed  cffectuallv.  I  mounted  my 
horse  and  rode  rapidly,  arriving  abrea-st  of  the  ^.  C.  Jones  simulta- 
wvmsly  with  the  We^pfid.  I  heard  an  officer  (whom  I  believe  to  he 
Captam  Uenshaw)  had  the  Jones,  ordering  the  commander  to  destroy 
the  vessel  and  throw  the  mortar  overboard,  and  that  an  artilleiy 
officer  had  come  to  aswist  liim.  Captain  Jack  sut::t;ested  to  the  officer 
hailini;  thnt  the  steunier  might  maKc  fast  to  the  mortar  and  Imiil  it 
oTorbnanl.  I  do  not  recollect  the  reply  to  this  RUggestion.  I  was, 
during  the  hailing,  on  the  shore  abreo-^t  of  the  Jones,  di.itant  30  to  40 
yards.  I  listened  attontivel3*  and  heard  distinctly  what  was  said, 
delaying  my  liail  for  a  boat  until  the  conversation  was  finished.  I 
did  not  hear  any  contingencies  mentioned,  and  fully  understood  the 
order  to  be  for  tne  innnediale  deHlruction  of  the  veivsel. 

Going  on  board,  1  inlro<lu('ed  myself  as  the  artillery'  olTicer  sent  to 
assist  in  the  destruction  of  the  vessel.  I  asked  him  whether  he  felt 
certain  that  he  was  not  expected  to  wait  imtil  the  Arkaums  attacked 
or  mnve<i  toward  him.  lie  replied  that  hirf  orders  were  positive  and 
unconditioiud  to  destroy  the  vessel.  I  so  understood  them  ray.^ielf, 
and  not  an  ofHcer  or  man  on  board  expreased  any  doubt  upon  the 
subject. 

The  preparations  were  made  cooUy  and  deliberately.  The  vessel 
was  fired  us  soon  as  the  crew,  with  their  clothes  and  small  arms,  were 
dear  of  the  ship. 

CiiAB.  Everett, 
Co/pUdn,  ConiTnanding  Sixth  Massachuaetis  Battery, 
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Navy  Depaetmknt,  yu/y^^,  iJJft?. 
^The  Department   loams  with   rogrot  of  the  escape  of  the  rebel 
flteanier  Arkansas,  owing  to  the  unprepared  condition  of  the  n«val 
vessels.     That  vessel  must  be  destroyea  at  all  hazards. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
FUg-Ofhcers  Farraout  and  Davis, 

Off  VlHshiirff. 

The  senior  officer  at  Cairo   unJl  forward   this  dispatch  without 
delay. 


Kxtraot  Crom  pftpart  of  LianUiuuit  Biabop.  U.  8.  Kavjr,  oommuidlng  V.  8.  8.  0«nsr&l  Bimfg. 

JULT,  1862. 

Arrived  above  Vickburg  and  joined  the  squadron  ilie  day  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  and  took  position  on  the 
starboard  beam  uf  the  Hartford,  Admiral  Fiirra^ut's  fla^hip,  hav- 
ing the-  Hichmond  on  the  port  bow,  the  Oneida  ahead  and  a  httlc  on 
the  port  bow,  but  close  to  the  bar,  the  Sumttr  on  starboard  bow  and 
aground,  the  Bfntoti  right  astern;  all  the  vessels  in  close  order.     The 
Oneida  was  ahead  and  on  the  starboard  bow  of  Richmnnd.     On  bear- 
ing the  firing  up  the  Yaz(H>  River,  I  ordertMl  steam  and  the  cable 
prepared  for  slipping,  and  everything  rimde  ready  for  uclion,  and  was 
in  full  prcpiirution  for  moving,  but  seeing  no  movement  on  board 
other  vessels,  1  watted  for  orders;   and  when  the  ram  eanie  in  sight, 
the  time  was  too  short  to  move  to  get  a  striking  position,  and  fearing 
that  I  would  foul  the  fire  of  the  Hartford  and  Hichvumd,  and  hearing 
no  order  fn»m  the  Oagship  Hartford  on  my  port  l)eam  and  in  easy 
bailing  distance;    and  the  flagship  Benton  the  same  astern,  and  w^H 
were  blowing  off  steam,  so  that  every  one  knew  we  were  ready,  I  di^| 
not  move,  which  I  most  certainly  would  have  done  had  I  not  been     ' 
hemmed  in  by  other  vessels.     The  ]>osition  we  assumed  by  order,  and 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Arkansas  being  up  the  Yazoo  River  nor^fl 
that  vessels  were  up  the  river  (Caronddet  and  Tyler).     1  had  been  in   ■ 
commission  only  four  days,  and  had  not  become  accustomed  to  the 
vessels  {nor  the  pilots).     Admiral  Farragut  said  next  day  I  had  1 
my  promotion  tncreby. 

Joshua  Bishop. 


Beport  gf  lievtonuLt  Qwia.  V. 


S.  Hftvy,  eommftndlDg  IT.  8. 
tht  •leaping'  ram. 


8.  Tylar.  of  eug^agament  wiUi 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 
Near  Vicksburg.  Juhj  16,  lS6t. 
Sir:  As  ordered.  I  proceeded  up  the  river  at  4  a.  m.     At  7  a.  m., 
discovered  «  steamer  ahead,  whicti  pmved  to  be  the  ram  Arkaneaa. 
The  OarondeUi  a  mile  and  a  half  astern.     The  ram  following 
closely. 

The  ram  not  havine  any  colors  flying,  we  fired  a  shot  at  lier,  whic« 
she  answered  immocuately  with  lier  bow  guns.     We  then  backed 
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down,  kftepin^  iin  a  rontinuous  firo  from  onr  bow  giins,  until,  findinff 
she  wofiM  overtake  us  bofore  we  could  reach  the  Carojulfht.  rouruli'U 
down,  giving  her  a  broadside  at  a  distance  of  :?00  yards,  which  apjmr- 
ently  hud  no  effect,  allhou^'h  the  shot  struck  her.  When,  getting 
fthetu]  of  (lie  CanmJi-Irt,  which  vessel  was  standing  (h>wnstrertm,  we 
held  o\ir  postilion  in  do-so  supporting  distance,  firing  our  guns  as  we 
could  bring  them  to  bear. 

The  ram  Arkansas  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  and  striking  the 
Cnraudrht,  but  was  driven  off  by  the  latter,  when  tlie  ram,  linditig 
she  could  not  siidc  her,  I  suppose,  started  for  me.  wlien  I  sloo<i  down 
the  river  with  all  speed  nnd  managed  to  keep  a  distance  of  200  yards 
belwe*m  us. 

Our  hiss  has  been  nretty  hcav\'.  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  casual- 
lies.  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  tenns  of  praise  of  my  officei-s  and 
men,  as  well  as  of  the  sharpshooters  of  the  Fourth  Wifacouaiu  Regi- 
ment, <IoJng  duty  on  Ixmrd  of  us. 

I  will  make  a  iietaUed  reporL  us  soon  as  possible,  being  at  present 
very  busy  in  taking  care  of  the  wouiuh-d. 

As  soon  as  I  arrived  down,  1  sent  the  Bragg,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Bishop,  t^  the  relief  of  the  Caroncieiet,  which  was,  however,  not 
necessary,  as  the  latter  vessel  arrived  shortly  afterward. 

I  have  received  considerable  [tlamage]  both  to  the  vessel  and 
machinery,  but  hoiw  to  be  ready  for  service  this  afternoon.  I  should 
like  to  have  an  a<laition  of  "25  men. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

Wm.  Gwin, 
LieuUnanl,  Commanding. 

IFlag-Omrer  C.  H.  Davis.  TT.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Flotilla  on  the  Western  Waters. 


I  regret  u\  mention  that  the  conunander  of  the  ram  behaved  in  the 
It  diiigraceful  and  cowardly  manner. 

W.G. 


Detul«d  report  of  Lieataa&nt  Owin,  D.  8.  Navy,  comm&ndiag  H.  8.  S-  Tyler. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyi.er,  ^ 

Near  Vickahurg,  July  16,  1862.    ^ 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  14th  instant,  I  got  under- 
way at  4  a.  m.  After  an  hour's  detention  fur  a  pilot,  stood  up  the 
river,  entering  the  Yazoo.  I  proce<Hled  on  up  to  within  3  miles  of  the 
mouth  of  the  old  Yazoo,  when  we  discovered  a  steamer  standing 
down,  which  proved  to  be  the  rebel  ram  ArkansaJt. 

I  immediately  opened  fire  on  her,  she  being  then  half  a  mile  from 
us.  She  immediately  responded  with  her  bow  guns  (two).  At  this 
time  the  engines  were  stopm^d.  I  then  conmienced  hacking  down  the 
river,  hopi[)g  that  I  would  have  speed  enough  to  keep  ahead  of  her 
and  be  able  to  fight  most  of  my  battery,  but  finding  she  was  approach- 
ing me  rapidly,  1  rounded  down  the  river  and  tor>k  a  position  about 
100  yards  dLstaut  on  the  |>ort  i)ow  of  the  Carondelet,  which  vessel 
was  standing  down.  Keeping  up  a  rapid  6re  from  the  30-pounder 
rifle  in  the  stem  and  <McasionalIy  getting  off  some  of  my  broadside 
guufl,  I  maintaine<l  iny  posili(jn  in  suoport  of  the  CarojidflfluXiliittiKet 
Uie  ram  bad  closed  nhh  and  tftruck  ncx,  forcing  her  ttgainB\.  Uift\)Mi&.. 
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The  ram  then  left  tiie  CarondeUt  aud  stood  down  for  me.  I  then  .stood 
down  lliii  river  with  all  speed,  anti  was  able  to  maintain  a  distance  of 
from  200  to  300  yartia  ahead  of  tlie  ram,  keepinr^  up  a  rapid  fire  on  hw 
with  mv  atcrn  ritle  and  receiving;  the  fire  of  her  bow  guns  and  an  occk- 
sional  snot  from  her  starboard  broadside. 

Oin-  shots  had  apparentlv  little  effect  upon  her.  although  one  of 
them  raised  the  iron  on  her  bow,  but  further  than  that  I  could  not  see 
that  either  my  shot  or  those  of  the  Carondelet  did  any  dauiagc. 

Her  HagstafT  was  shot  away  about  the  time  she  closed  with  the 
CarondfJet,  She  made  no  attempt  to  rehoist  her  lla^.  Not  a  man 
was  to  be  seen  on  her  upper  deck  during  the  entire  engagement,  which 
lasted  an  hour  and  a  naif.  This  vessel  was  struck  and  penetrated 
with  eleven  solid  shot  and  shell,  besides  grape.  I  regret  to  have  lo 
report  such  severe  loss — 8  killed  and  18  wounded,  2  dangerously  and 
6  fieriously.  The  damage  to  the  vessel  is  not  very  serious;  to  the 
machinery  very  slight.  It  is  astonishing  that  we  sustained  so  little 
injnry,  considering  the  length  of  time  we  were  engaged  and  the  nuDt>J 
ber  or  heavy  shot  and  shell  that  struck  us.  We  were  at  no  lime,  afte** 
roundint;  down,  at  a  greater  distance  than  500  yards  from  the  ram,  fLn< 
for  6  mues  witliin  300  yards. 

It  afTords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  states  that  odicers  and  men, 
without  exception,  disj)laved  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage  durtngj 
the  cntii-e  engagement,  although  our  destruction  at  one  time  se^meqH 
inevitable.     I  must  mention  them  bv  name:  First  Master  Shaw  com-^ 
nianded  on  the  gun  deck  forward  with  his  usual  zeal  and  courace;  Sec- 
ond Master  Jefferson  Krencli.  Third  Master  James  Martin,  and  Fourth 
Master  F.  T.  Coleman,  commanding  divisions,  handled  their  guns  with 

great  coolness  and  jjrw.Lsion  as  long  as  they  could  be  brought  to  bear, 
lasters  Mate's  [James  M.j  Walker  and  [Gilbert  L.]  Coleman  dis- 
played great  coolness  and  gallantn'.  Chief  Engineer  Goble  and  his 
assistants,  [D.  A.)  Weaver,  Goblc,  [Oscar  S-]  Davis  (killed),  and 
Stephens,  stood  gallantly  at  their  dangerous  posts,  although  several 
shot  passed  tlirough  the  engine  room.  Pilots  Sebastian  and  Hiner 
displayed  their  usual  coolness  in  handling  the  vessel  under  the  vejy 
trymg"  circumstances,  and  I  think  deserve  tlio  greatest  praise.  The 
former  did  not  leave  the  wheel  until  he  lost  his  arm,  and  the  latt«r, 
although  he  had  been  relieved  from  the  wheel  on  account  of  two 
wounds  received  early  in  the  engagement,  went  back  to  the  wheel  and 
brought  the  vessel  safelv  down,  with  the  tLssistance  of  Pilot  Smith 
{|from  the  Lancaster),  w&o  deserves  great  credit  for  his  coolness  an<i^ 
judgment.  ^| 

I  must  particularly  call  to  your  notice  Gunner  Herman  Peters,  who^ 
was  in  charge  of  the  after  rifle.  Too  much  prai.se  can  not  be  given 
him  for  his  conduct  during  the  action,  fighting  his  gun  at  one  time  for 
half  an  hour  when  almost  .suffocated  by  steam  \vhich  was  ewa])ing 
from  our  damaged  escapes  P'P*'-  I  would  recommend  him  for  promo- 
tion to  master,  as  he  has,  on  all  occasions,  displayed  the  greatest  cour- 
age and  gallantn'- 

Paymaster  Coleman,  who  act«d  aa  aid  and  signal  officer,  dLsplaye 
his  usual  coolness  and  bravery. 

Assistant  Suiveon  Cadwallader  was  unremitting  in  his  attention  . 
the  wounded.  I  would  also  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain 
Lynn  (who  was  killed  early  in  the  action)  and  his  dotaclmient  of 
sliarpshooters,  who  were  detailed  for  duty  on  board  of  this  vessel. 
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I  hmve  now  to  perform  a  duty  which  pvea  me  no  pleasure.  lieu- 
U'nant  (James  M.)  Hunter,  who  conunandod  the  ram.  behaved  in  a 
most,  cowardly  and  daslardlv  manner,  l^asely  deserting  us  without 
maicii^&n  attempt  to  bring  hi.s  vessel  into  action. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Gwra, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
FUg-Officer  Chab.  H.  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 


CtM  «ad  woutdad  on  U.  8.  gunboat  Tylar  ia  ■ngagomuit  up  Tuoo  BiTor,  Iftlj  1ft,  1868. 

Killed. — Oacar  S.  Davia,  third  assistant  engineer;  Thomas  Joffer- 
aon  Hood,  seaman. 

Wounded.- 'V>KyiA  Hiner,  pilot,  slightly;  John  Sebastian,  pilot,  lost 
left  arm;  A.  11.  Smith  (of  Lancaster),  slightly;  J.  W.  HoUv.  seaman, 
dangerously;  J.  T.  Milford,  seaman,  senouslv;  Robert  Williamtiou, 
seaman,  sb^^tly;  James  Hughes,  seaman,  slightly;  James  Morris, 
seaman,  slightly;  Richard  Carter,  coal  heaver,  slightlv;  Frederick 
Croaaer,  fireman,  slightly;  Stephen  Tracy,  seaman,  slightfy;  James  M. 
Walker,  second  assistant  engineer,  slightly. 

Pmirth   \Vitcoti*iu  lirgimtytt,  drtaiJed /vr  fharj)sb(Hilfr8  {tteenty). 

KilUd. — Captain  Lynn  (commanding  detachment),  Company  I; 
D.  Bartram,  private,  Company  E;  E.  Randall,  private,  Company  B; 
L.  Goodrich,  private.  Company  K;  A.  Palmer,  private,  Company  G; 
C.  Shaffer,  private,  Company  D. 

Wrmndm.—C.  Vanomian,'  Peter  Tracy,  W.  Kent,  Amwn  Ayora, 
J.  Doyle,  privates,  seriously. 

Thirteen  killed,  34  wounded,  10  missing. 


AbatTMt  log  D.  8.  8.  TyUr,  Lieatoaaat  Commandiag  WiUiam  Owin,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

July  14,  lS6S.—At  8:40  Captain  Gwin  left  for  flagship.  At  12: 10 
C-aptain  Gwin  returned.  At  1'2:.55  Captain  Gwin  went  away  in  the 
tug;  2  o'clock  tug  came  alongside  from  lliigsliip  Benion,  sent  to 
borrow  Captain  Gwin  8  fiignai  book;  2:40  the  i^c  Soto  went  up  the 
rirer;  2:3U  Captain  Gwin  returned;  3:30  took  15  barrels  of  pork. 

From  8  to  midnieht:  8:10  Cantjiins  Gwin  and  Nichols  came 
aboard;  K:  15  Mr.  .Xfurtin  retunieu  without  sharpshooters;  S:25 
went  ofT  again ;  9: 30  Captain  Nichols;  10: 15  Mr.  Martin  came  along- 
side in  a  tug  with  Colonel  Lynn  and  20  sharpshooters. 

JuJtj  /<5,  /iW;?.— At  4  a,  m.  got  undenvay,  ran  alongside  of  the 
Lanauter,  and  sent  boat  on  board  of  her.  which  returned  with  a 
pUoU  At  5  stood  on  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  ram  Oueen  of  the 
WeM,  the  Caroiuielet  being  ahead.  Arrived  at  tho  mouth  of  Yazoo 
River  at  .5:45;  stood  on  up.  At  7  a.  m.  discovered  a  steamer  stand- 
ing down  the  river,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  which  pn)ved  to  be  the 
rebel  ram  Arkansas,  and  immediatelv  opened  fire  on  her  with  our 
bow  guns,  which  was  returned.  The  Carondekt  about  li  miles 
aatem,  and  the  (^neen  of  the  West  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile.  We 
c^^tmmenced  backing  down  the  river,  keeping  up  a  fire  with  the  guns 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear.    Finding  that  she  was  gaining  on  us 
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rapidly,  we  rounded  downstream  and  stood  for  the  CarondtirtA 
ivhich  vessel  wils  standing  downstrpnin,  and  look  a  [losiiion  on  hal 
rport  bow,  about  a  100  yards  distant,  keeping  up  a  continuous  fitei 
on  tlje  ram  fruia  our  steamer,  aiul  an  ocoasiunal  ure  frojji  our  broa<i-J 
side  batterj',  the  CaronthJet  liaving  already  opened  on  the  i-am  wiUij 
her  stern  guns. 

About  7:30  the  rebel  ram  closed  with  and  stnick  the  Catondilti 
and  forcod  her  against  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  receiving  a  dis-l 
chai-ge  from  the  stem  guns.     Standing  past  her  she  received  the' 
^ive  of  the  Ijruadside  i^uns  and  stood  uiivclty  for  us,  at  that  time 
distant  about  200  yarns. 

We  thoTi  stood  down  the  river  at  all  speed,  and  managed  to  keep 
the  ram  from  200  to  300  yanls  distant  from  us,  keej)ing  up  a  rapid 
Jire  from  our  stem  gun  and  an  occasional  discliarge  from  oui  broad- 
side batteries  as  we  could  bring  them  to  l»ear,  receiving  the  fire  of 
her  two  bore  guns  and  occasional  disdmr^^e  from  her  broadside 
batteries. 

At  8:30  came  within  sight  of  the  fleet,  S:  45  rounded  to  under' 
the  stern  of  the  E/isejc,  deliverinn;  a  broadside  nt  the  rebel  ram  aa 
she  was  standing  dowTi  past  the  neet. 

At  this  time  me  ram  was  receiving  the  fire  of  most  all  the  vessels 
of  our  flotilla.  She  succeeded  in  passing  the  fleet  and  in  reaching 
Vickshurg,  although  it  is  supposed  with  considerable  damage. 
The  ranx  was  pumping  a  heavy  stream  of  water  from  her  side,  i 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  Yazoo  River,  until  she  passed  the  fleet. 

The  following  are  the  casualties: 

Killed  belonging  to  the  Tyff'r:  Ordinary  seaman  S.  Davis,  thi 
assistant  engineer;  T.  Jeff  Hood,  seaman.  Wounded:  Jolm  Sebas- 
tion,  pilot,  left  arm;  David  Hiner,  pilot,  sliehtly;  A.  H.  Smith, 
pilot,  slightly;  .T.  W.  Holly,  coal  hcavtM-,  lost  right  arm;.T.  T.  Milford, 
n.  Wilhams,  seamen,  seriously;  .James  Hughes,  James  Moiris,  Richard 
Carter,  Kred  Crosser,  and  Stephen  Tracy,  seamen,  slightly. 

Ivilled  belonging  to  dctacliment  of  Fourth  Wisconsin  Regiment, 
detached  as  sharpshooters  on  U.  S.  gunboat  Tyler:  Captain  Lynn, 
Company  1  commanding  detachment;  D.  Bartram,  Company  K; 
E.  Randall,  Company  B:  L.  Goodrich,  Company  K;  A.  Palmer, 
Company  G;  C.  Shaffer,  Company  D.  Wounded:  C.  Vanorman, 
Coni[mny  F,s<'riousIy;  Peter  Tracy, Company  F. seriously;  W.  Kent, 
Company  G,  slight! v;  Anson  Aycrs,  Company  E,  slightly;  J.  Doyle, 
Con^pany   K.  sliglitly. 

Total  killed,  S:  total  wounded,  16. 

For  the  last  lialf  hour  of  the  engagement,  the  after  part  of  the' 
ship  vz&a  full  of  steam,  from  the  purl  safe  pine  i)eing  cut.  ^ 

The  vrssel  sustained  no  serious  damage,  although  a  goi>d  deal  cut 
up,  14  shot  striking  her,  11  of  which  i>enotrated  the  vcjssel. 

The  OT^  was  knocked  to  pieces  and  tne  dingey  shot  away.  Lieu- 
tenant Jlunter,  who  commanded  the  Queen  oj  ihe  West,  behaved  in 
the  most  cowai-dly  and  dastardly  manner,  basely  deserting  us  with- 
out making  an  attempt  to  bring  his  vessel  in  action.  JM 

From  4  to  S:  (.ftniains  Gwin  and  Irwin  came  aboard  at  4 : 1.5,  lefiS 
6:20.     Mr.  Peters    nrought   ab()ar(l    from    the    Grfot    Wfniern   sixty 
30-pounder  Parrot  rilieu  shot,  and  fifty  cartridges.     Captain  Gwin 
returned  with  Captain  Bishop.     At  6:4.'>  Hag-officer  of  Farragut's 
fleet  and  part  of  Fiag-Ofliccr  l)a\-is's  fleet  got  undenvay  and  stood 
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down  the  river.  6 :  30  Mr.  Martin  returned  without  men.  At  7 :  30 
sent  over  to  the  Great  Western  for  pilot  and  engineer,  but  Captain 
Hamilton  not  being  willing  to  let  them  come,  Captain  Gwin  sent  for 
him  to  come  aboard;  3  foemen  from  the  Bragg  weie  sent  aboard. 
At  7: 45  heavy  cannonading  toward  Vicksburg  smce  7  o'clock. 
10  to  12  o'clock,  large  conflagration  in  Vic^burg. 


Bapert  of  Oommaadw  Wftlke,  V.  B.  Vavy,  Mmmanding  U.  B.  B.  Carondslat,  of  aiigagaBwnt 

with  tiie  aaeaping  ram 

■  U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondelet, 

Of  VicJcsburg,  July  16,  1862.     ^ 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  passed  to  me  yesterday  evening 
bv  Acting  Fleet- Captain  Phelps,  I  got  underway  this  morning  at  4 
o  clock  and,  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tyler  and  steam  ram 
Queen  of  the  West,  proceeded  up  the  Yazoo  River  upon  a  recomiois- 
sance.  We  had  reached  about  6  miles  up  the  Yazoo  River  when  we 
discovered  a  formidable-looking  rebel  ram  gunboat,  since  proved  to 
be  the  celebrated  Arkansas.  The  Queen  of  the  West,  Tyler,  and  Caron- 
ddet  turned  to  retreat  down  the  river  to  avoid  being  sunk  inevitably, 
firing  upon  her  with  the  bow,  broadside,  and  stern  ^ns.  The  enemy 
vigorously  returned  the  fire  from  his  bow  guns  while  in  pursuit,  and 
hiul  greatly  the  advantage  of  us,  being  thoroughly  protected  and  hav- 
ing a  very  superior  battery.  We  continued  the  figlit  one  hour,  when 
the  Arkansas  came  up  to  run  into  us.  I  avoided  her  prow,  and  as  she 
came  up  we  exchanged  broadsides,  and  she  passed  us  immediately 
when  we  fired  our  bow  guns  fairly  at  her,  which  seemed  to  glance  from 
her  invulnerable  stem.  At  this  moment  our  wheel  ropes  were  a  third 
time  cut  away  and  we  ran  into  the  shore.  Two  shot  holes  were 
observed  in  her  ^the  Arkansas')  side,  however,  and  her  crew  were 
pumping  and  baihng  at  the  time,  and  one  of  her  men  was  seen  to  be 
thrown  overboard.  We  have  received  very  extensive  damages  in  our 
hull  and  machinery,  having  some  thirteen  effective  shots  through  us. 
In  the  engineer's  department  3  escape  pipes  cut  away,  steam  gauge 
and  2  water  pipes.  In  the  carpenter's  department  ahout  19  beams 
cut  away,  30  tmibers,  3  boats  cut  up,  deck  pump  shot  away,  and 
many  other  injuries  to  the  vessel.  We  have  some  30  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.  Quite  a  number  of  our  crew  jumped  overboard  when 
the  steam  escaped. 

The  gunboat  Tyler  sustained  me  through  the  fight  in  a  very  gallant 
and  effective  manner.  We  have  4  killed,  16  wounded,  and  10  missing, 
who  jumped  overboard.  I  will  enclose  the  detailed  accounts  of  our 
carpenter  and  chief  engineer  as  soon  as  I  can  have  them  made  out. 
We  expended  about  tmrty  32-pounders,  twenty-five  8-inch,  six  30- 
pounders,  and  six  50-pounders  soUd  shot,  and  six  42-pounders 
(70  pounders)  5-second  shell.  The  officers  and  most  of  the  crew 
behaved  in  a  most  gallant  manner. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoiu*  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy, 

FUg-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  FlotiUa,  Mississippi  River. 
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LUt  of  kiU»d  and  wonnded  and  mLulag  od  board  U,  8.  gunboat  Caroadelot,  in  her  engaf*- 
meut  with  tbe  rebel  ram,  Jaly  16.  1862,  H.  Walke,  commander. 

KiUed.^CUB.r\cs  Wiggins,  Oliver  Greggs,  Charles  Scbein,  Robert 
Gatley. 

W (Winded.— Edw&rd  E.  Brennand,  first  master;  Charles  Whitney, 
Jam^s  Wlielan,  Georgo  Medlam.  Goorgc  Daley.  John  Wirine,  William 
B.  Rooney,  Joliii  Stevons,  Frcdk.  Klappan,  Edward  Robinson.  John 
Moore,  Joseph  Vanre,  William  Foster,  F.  Roberta,  William  Hughes. 
Carl  Gottonhiii-gh,  William  Montgomery,  James  Gunner,  seamen. 

Mis»inc. — J.  W.  Bowers,  Wuliam  Tlieeman  (drowned),  Pet. 
Golden,  Jos.  Alverous,  Thomas  Carroll  (drowned),  John  H.  Corey, 
William  Richards,  Edward  MuiTay. 


B«port  of  Commander  Walke,  tl.  6.  Vavy.  commanding  V.  B.  8.  Carondalet,  traumlttlif 
reports  of  damages  to  that  vesseL 

IT.  S.  GiiNBo.\T  Carondelet. 
Off  Vickubiirg,  July  10,  186^, 

Sm:  I  herewith  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  the  carpenter's, 
chief  engineer's,  and  gunner's  reports  of  the  damages  receiveu  in  tlifiir 
respective  departments  during  our  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram 
Aricamsas.  I  would  also  slate  that  there  is  now  a  deficiency  in  our 
crew  of  52  men,  from  sickness,  wounds,  and  deaths.  If  agreeable 
to  your  wishes,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  a  survey  may  oe  held 
upon  the  condition  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Commander,  U.  S-  Navrfi 
Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis, 

C'amnianding  U,  S.  A^atw/  FloHUa,  Mississippi  River, 

[Enoloaiuee.) 


I 


Report  of  dctmngtM  to  the  V.  8.  gtmboat  OtrondrUt,  rereired  on  Tttetday  morning,  July  IS, 
ISGS,  from  the  ^mboat  AriaiuKUi. 

Eight  shot  through  her  after  casemate,  3  of  which  passed  through 
the  captain's  cabin  and  wheelhouse.  steerage  cabin.  h)dging  in  bulk- 
head around  the  boilers.  Two  ])assed  through  starboard  after  ports, 
cutting  away  2  deck  beams  and  tiller  ropes,  and  also  the  officers' 
quarters  on  port  side,  also  several  deck  beams.  Four  shot  on  star- 
board side,  cutting  through  iron  plating  and  lodging  inside.  First 
cutter  altogether  broken  up.  Second  cutter  badly  damaged.  Third 
cutter  slightly  damaged.  Tliree  davits  bent  ana  one  out  of  place. 
Spar  deck  smashe<!  up  aft,  on  starboard,  quarter  deck  aft,  hammock 
nettinp  on  starboam  side,  and  slauchiuns.  Skylight  damaged  on 
spar  (leek. 

Number  of  effective  shots  is  13. 
Vtisry  rc'spectfully, 

Thos.  Clabe,  CarpenUr^ 


flunner'M  reptrri  of  r-xpendihirrg,  JbVy  IS,  J96S. 

Cartridges:  Tliirty  32-nounder8,   twenty-five    \Tn-inch.    six 

pounders,    six    30-pounder8,   six    42-poundDrs.     Solid  shot:  Thirty 
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32-pouiider8,  six  50-pounders,  six  30-pounders,  twenty-five  Vlll-inch. 
Five-second  shell:  Six  42-pounders. 

Our  32-pounder  cannon  struck  by  enemy's  shot  on  the  swell  of 
the  muzzle,  and  spoiled  3  revolvers  and  4  short  artillery  swords 
(lost  by  men  jumping  overboard) . 

Four  boardmg  pikes  broken  by  shot,  1  musket  and  4  waist  belts 
and  plates  by  shot. 
Shell-room  lamp  chimney  broken  by  shot. 
Sir,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

F.  Beautobt, 
Acting  Chtnner. 
Hsi^T  Walke,  Esq., 

Commandijig  TJ.  S.  Chinhoat  Canmdelet 


Xvport  of  Cftptein  Wklke    U.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  B.  8.  Carondelet,  tranimittijiff 
sbotnot  log  for  Jnly  23,  1868. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Carondeuet, 
Mound  City,  September  4, 186$, 

Snt:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  remarks  in  the  log  book  of 
this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  July  22,  1862.  Mr.  Brennand,  the  first 
master  of  this  vessel,  and  Mr.  Deming,  the  pilot,  were  on  the  point 
opposite  Yicksburg  when  the  Essex  passed  tne  Arkansas.  I  was  on 
the  Red  Rover  and  saw  our  fleet  engage  the  enemy  and  the  Essex 
pass  out  of  gunshot  below  the  rebel  oatteries  some  time  before  the 
filing  between  our  fleet  and  the  enemy  had  ceased. 

The  ways  here  are  still  occupied  by  the  prize  General  Price,  with 
most  of  tne  mechanics  and  laborers  cutting  off  her  upper  works. 
The  tugs  are  being  hauled  out  and  repaired  on  the  remaining  ways. 
The  Caronddet  is  being  repaired  as  fast  as  possible,  but  she  will  be 
detained  longer  than  was  expected,  I  fear.  A  large  number  of  our 
officers  and  crew  are  still  sick. 

I  beg  leave  to  be  considered  an  appUcant  for  the  ram  Fort  Henry 
or  Choctaw,  now  being  built  at  St.  Louis. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Captain,  XJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding,  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  Western  Waters. 

[Enoloatire.] 

July  $S,  186£. — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  At  4,  Benton,  LouisvUle,  Cincinr 
noH,  and  General  Bragg  lying  off  the  point  above  Vicksburg.  At  4:15 
Essex  got  underway  and  started  down  the  river.  4:20,  rams  Queen 
of  the  West  and  Switzerland  underway,  the  Queen  going  down  the 
nver.  4 :  30,  fleet  opened  fire  upon  the  rebel  fortifications,  Essex  pass- 
ing below  the  point.  At  5,  ram  Qrieen  of  the  West  returning  up  the 
river.  5:15,  nring  ceased  on  both  sides.  5:30,  fleet  returning  up 
the  liver;  Louisviue  came  aloi^ide  of  coal  barge  astern  of  us.  Bevr 
ton,  Cincinnati,  and  General  Bragg  coming  to  an  anchor  in  shoal 
water  on  the  other  bank  of  the  nver.  Essex  passed  the  batteries, 
and  seen  lying  below  the  rebel  batteries. 

T.  S.  GlLLMOBE, 

Fourth  Master. 
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Ord«r  of  LienttDBBt-Colonal  Ellet,  U.  8,  Armj,  commaoding  r&m  fleet,   to  Li«iilaiuat 
Hunter,  U.  8.  Army,  to  proceed  in  tlie  <^naen  of  tbe  West  to  oooiMrato  againit  the  ram. 

Steam  Ram  SwirzEBLAN-D, 

Ahmv  VicX'shirt/,  July  I4,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Hunter  will  proceed  up  the  river  in  steam  ram  Quetn 
of  the  West,  in  coinpanv  with  gunboat  Ttflrr,  a.s  far  bm  the  officer  of 
that  boat  deems  it  ncccssaiy  to  pr<>ccca  for  the  purpoHes  he  has 
in  view.  He  will  take  particular  caution  to  keep  nis  men  all  the 
time  under  cover,  witli  rifles  in  hand,  ready  at  any  moment  to 
return  a  fire  from  the  enemy.  He  will  keep  liis  brass  guns  loaded, 
so  that  if  an  opportunity  occurs  lie  may  throw  a  destructive  fire 
into  the  enemy's  ranks.  Ho  can  not  be  too  cautious  about  keeping 
hie  men  under  cover.  Many  valuable  lives  have  been  lo«t  bv  allow- 
ing the  men  to  expose  tliemselves  unnecessarily.  He  wilf,  if  the 
Tyler  should  be  attacked  by  an  enemy's  ram,  dash  his  boat  to  Iter 
rescue  and  make  his  boat  serve  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed 
by  sinking  the  enemy's  boat  by  running  full  speed  right  head  on 
into  her. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Alfred  W.  Ellet,  commanding 
ram  ileet. 


4 


Latter  from  Li«ateiiaiit-Col(m«l  Blltt,  D.  8.  Armjr.  to  Tlaff-Offloer  Davli,  V.  8.  Vav; 
urging  immediate  attuoic  ap»ii  the  C.  I.  ram  Arkaiita*. 


Steam  Ram  Switzebland. 

Above  Vici-shurff,  July  ^,  lS6i. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  apologize  for  the  shot  fired  by  my  picket 
boat  at  your  tug  in  Old  Kiver.  1  liave  only  this  morning  had  a  full 
report  oF  the  aflair.  I  regret  e.xceodingly  that  sucii  a  mistake  should 
have  occurred,  and  feel  great  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  shoi 
was  no  better  aimed. 


I 


If 


Permit  me  to  say,  commodore,  that  I  apprehend  the  continuei 
existence  of  the  rebel  boat  Arkansas  so  near  us  is  exerting  a 
very  pernicious  inlluence  upon  the  coiifidence  of  our  crews,  and 
even  upon  the  cotnmunilers  of  our  boal-s,  and  in  view  of  this  state 
of  facts  it  does  seem  to  me  tliat  sonie  risk  should  he  incurred  to 
insure  her  destruction  and  reestablish  our  own  prestige  upon  the 
river.  fl 

I  hope  that  you  have  given  my  proposition  your  careful  con-" 
sideration,  and  trust  that  you  may  not  conclude  that  tl\e  risk  of 
failure  is  too  great  to  attempt  its  accomplishment.  h 

I  feel  great  confidence  that,  witli  united  action,  it  may  be  made  JB 
complete  success.  I  will  nivself  conimnnd  the  boat  that  I  shall 
select  to  run  the  Arkanxajt  down,  with  a  very  small  but  carefully 
chosen  crew,  wliile  if  you  and  Commodore  Farrajjut  will  vigorously 
attack  the  batteries  I  shoidd  feel  that  success  would  l^e  sure  to  attend 
the  pfTorts.  ^ 

I  send  in  cliarge  of  an  oflicor    ome  deserters  from  the  rebel  army>^ 
whose  information  ma^'  be  of  some  value  to  you  in  training  your 
mortars,  as  they  seem  to  be  posted  in  respect  to  the  position  of  the^ 
rel>el  camps,  etc  f 

Hoping  to  liear  from  you  favorably  as  to  the  attempt  to  <]cstroy 
the  rebel  boat  Arkansas,  and  that  you  will  excuse  the  freedom  of 
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these  su^estions  from  one  whose  experience  is  so  sh^ht  as  com- 
pared with  your  own  matured  judgment,  I  remain,  with  feelings  of 
great  respect,  etc.. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Ram  Fleet. 
C.  H.  Davis, 

Flag-Oficer,  Mississippi  Gunboat  Flotilla. 


Latter  from  Commodon  Porter    U.  8.  Nsvy,  to  Brigsdier^OeiiflTRl  EUet,  V.  B.  Army, 
rcqnwtiiig  a  copy  of  liii  report  ra^arding  the  attack  upon  tlie  C.  B.  ram  Arkanaai. 

36  Ninth  Street,  New  York, 

November  12, 1862. 
General:  I  understand  that  you  have  made  a  report  to  the 
Department  on  the  subject  of  attack  on  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas 
under  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  on  the  22d  of  July,  last,  and  indi- 
rectly that  it  touches  on  the  support  rendered  you  and  the  Essex 
on  that  day  by  the  fleet  above  Vicksburg.  It  would  be  a  favor 
conferred  if  you  would  kindly  oblige  me  with  a  copy  of  your  report, 
and  I  would,  with  pleasure,  if  you  desire  it,  send  you  a  copy  of  mine 
to  the  Department.  Exception  has  been  taken  to  my  statement 
that  "I  heard  no  response  from  the  fleet,"  and  inferences  drawn 
that  are  ungenerous,  which  I  believe  your  statement  would  clear. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 
Commodore,  U.  S.  Navy. 
General  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Qeneral  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  Porter,  V.  B.  Havy,  fttr- 
varding  report  at  requeitod. 

Steam  Ram  Switzerland, 
MmiTid  City.  lU.,  Novemb  r  19, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  and  in  reply  to  your  request  I  herein  enclose  a  copy  of 
that  part  of  my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  which  relates  to  my 
participation  in  the  attack  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  t22d]  of  July.  It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  receive  a  copy 
of  your  official  paper  upon  the  same  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 
Brigadier-General,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
W.  D.  Porter, 

Commodore,  U.  S.  Navy. 


BepoTt  of  Llevtenaiit-Colojiel  EUat,  V.  B.  Army,  regarding  the  attack  upon  the  C.  B.  ram 

Arkaneai. 

U.  S.  Ram  Switzerland, 
Oif  Vicksburg,  July  23, 1862. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday,  in  accordance  with 
preconcerted  arrangements  made  with  Flag-^/fficers  Farragut  and 
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Davis,  I,  in  the  Queen  of  the  West,  made  an  attack  upon  the  rebel  gun- 
boat and  ram  Arkansas,  lying  under  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  1 
regret  to  say  that  owing  to  a  failure  upon  the  part  of  the  parties  wlio 
were  to  cooperate  with  me  in  the  attack,  from  some  cause  that  is  yet 
unexplained  to  me,  I  did  not  succeed,  as  I  expected,  in  destroying 
the  Arkansas.  I  did  succeed,  however,  in  striking  her  a  very  severe 
blow,  and  no  doubt  inflicted  considerable  injury  upon  her,  but  being 
unsupported  bv  the  Essex  and  Sumter,  as  I  had  been  led  to  exjiecl, 
and  exposed  alone  to  the  united  (ire  of  all  the  \ipner  batteries^  I  wua 
obhgea  to  draw  off  without  accomplishing  the  full  result  anticipate-d. 

Tne  position  that  the  Arkansas  occupied  was  a  ver>'  unfavorahls 
one  for  my  attack.  I  could  not  reach  her  vulnerable  side  without 
rounding  partly,  and  thus  losing  much  headway.  The  consequence 
was  that  she  failed  to  receive  the  effects  of  a  full  blow.  In  making 
my  retreat,  most  unfortunately  for  me, our  gunlwata  had  retired,  and 
I  had  the  undivided  attention  of  all  the  enemy's  batteries  and  shan>- 
shooteirs  tliat  lined  the  river  bank;  the  consequences  were  that  ine 
Quetn  was  completely  riddled  with  balls  and  very  much  damaged. 
[  Most  fortunately  no  one  was  seriously  hurt,  though  several  were 
slightly  woundeQ.  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  reduce  my  crew 
upon  the  boat  to  the  smalleuit  jjossible  number  of  men  by  which  the 
boat  could  be  handled,  and  to  this  cause  1  attribute  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  loss  of  life. 

I  am  compelled  to  aend  the  Queen  north  to  be  repaired.  She  ia  so 
mucli  damaged  that  she  can  not  be  put  in  order  here. 

My  force  is  greatly  reduced  bv  sicicness,  so  that  I  find  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  keep  my  boat*  at  all  times  ready  for  .service.  I  have  in 
a  previous  dLspatcfi  requested  authority  to  make  a  detail  of  a  lai^^ 
mihtary  force,  so  as  to  man  my  howitzers  and  increase  my  guard.., 
It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  part  of  my  boats  constantly  traversing 
this  river  to  disiierse  the  guerrilla  bands  that  are  beginning  to  iofes? 
its  banks.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  some  instructions  upon  this 
Bubject  from  you. 

I  con  not  close  this  communication  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  cool,  heroic  bravery  of  all  the  officers  and  men  on  tne  boat  during 
this  hour  of  severe  trial.  To  Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  Sixty-tliira 
Illinois  Voiimt<ers,  1  attribute  in  an  eminent  degree  the  final  escape 
of  the  boat  and  all  on  board.  His  dauntless  behavior  is  worthy  of  all 
praise.  The  engineers  and  pilots  also  can  not  be  too  liighly  com- 
mended. When  the  boat  was  full  of  st«ani,  and  of  coursf^  so  hot  as 
to  be  scarcely  endurable,  with  slielts  biunsting,  one  in  the  pilot  houses 
another  in  the  enghio  room,  with  whot  teuriiig  the  boat  on  every  side, 
yet  undinching,  every  man  stood  to  his  post.  It  is  with  (^reat  pleas- 
ure that  I  bear  tliis  fust  tribute  to  theii*  creditable  behavior. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfkeu  W.  Eixkt, 
lAeutenant-Colonel,  CoinTnand'mg  RamlFUet. 

Hon,  EuwiK  M.  Stanti>n, 

Secretary  of  War* 
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(Knolovare.l 

|N%mes  of  the  officers  and  crew  tbat  engaged  the  rebel  ram  Arlcari- 
i>ii  the  inonimg  nf  .lulv  22,  1S62: 

ieuU'imiit.-Colorml  VAlvi,  coiiiiiiaiKlinf;  U.  8.  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
[Etlwnni  ('.  P:ilet. 
I  ljif>iiTi<nant  Jamps  M.  Tliinter,  second  in  comma,nd. 

Peter  Brown,  first  mate. 

Martin  Striinpe,  second  mate. 

Alt*xander  Fonl,  first  pilot. 

B.  F.  Rea,  swond  pilot. 

Rolla  McKay,  first  pilot  that  vohmteored,  of  Svntserhnd. 

Jacob  Lauber.  first  engineer. 

I  John  McC'iiUouj^h,  second  engineer. 
'n»t>iTiaii  AVoods.  third  enj^inee  . 
Jolui  Skelton,  fourtli  assistant  enginoor. 
Jarni^s  Carr,  assistant  ftnjjineer. 
Granville  Roberts,  engineer,  volunteer,  of  Switzerlajid. 
Ge*>rce  MefTert,  private.  Sixty-third  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteere. 
David  Olalhart,  private.  Sixty-third  Rpgimnnt  Illinois  Volunteers. 
Thomas  Jordan,  private,  Sixty-third  Regiment  niinois  Volunteers 
^  CliarU'-s  Falnmer,  nrivate,  Sixty-third  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 
m  Joseph  Tavlnr,  volunteer  private. 
'     Wilham  \i.  Xixon,  deck-hand. 
Jolin  Montague,  dock-hand. 
George  Ball,  color«tl  iirenmn. 

I  Timothy  Harrison,  colored  fireman. 
George  "Williams,  colored  Hrenian. 
George  I>ee,  colored  fireman, 
Allen  Cook,  colored  fireman. 
James  Jt»hngon,  colored  fireman. 
Thornton  Stewart,  colored  fireman. 
Wilson  Bartlet,  colored  fireman. 

The  coolness  cxliiliited  hv  Mr.  Roberts  in  handlifig  the  engine-s 
prompt-s   me   to  recommend   him   to  your  higlier  consideration  as 
jhly  worthy  of  your  confidence  in  any  emergency. 

lerc  are  other  officers  that  deserve  the  Iiigfiest  praise,  a.s  the 
ction  of  all  mysohliers  in  all  engagement^*,  as  in  tliis,  while  on  board 
be  QtufTi.  has  been  most  satii^factorj',  always  rtiady  and  willing  to 
ctounter  the  enemy. 

Jahes  M.  IIi;nteic, 

Lieutenant. 


r  flf  eoBuiandftttOD  from  the  Boorvtary  of  War  to  LiooUnuit-Colotiel  Ellet,  n.  S.  Army. 

W.vn  Drpahtment,  Jw/i/.5),  lSfi2. 
Tour  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant,  rclutine;  to  the  engagement  with 
^e  ArkaTutaj9,  has  just  been  received,  and  I  have  referred  it  to  Oen- 
■al   Hulleck,  commander  in  chief,  to  give  you  instructions  on  the 
jints  desire<l.     For  your  great  gallantry  1  sliali  i*ecommend  you  for 
tommation  by  ihr  President  jis  hrigadier-general.     Ton*  will  return 
D  Ijieutenant  Hunter  and  the  gallant  oflicers  and  soldiers  and  boat- 
Ben  *»f  ynur  eommaad  the  thanks  of  this  Department.     You  will 
|r«««  cDtike  known  to  me  an^nliing  that  may  be  required  by  your 


»  It 
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Ilfot,  in  order  that  it  maj"  be  promptly  supplied.  The  lamentd! 
death  of  your  brother  deprives  the  country  of  the  full  report  e.x[>ectej 
from  liini,  and  I  wish  you  would  supply  it. 

*  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Lieut^naiit-C'olonel  Ai.frkd  W.  Ellet, 

Steaia  Bam  Switserland.  off  X^icksburg. 


of  Commuider  Benihaw,  V.  B.  Havy,  commanding  diriiion  of  ■ortar 
TegardtOK  operattons  against  the  ram- 
XT.  S.  S.  Westfielij, 
iV«P  Orleans,  July  SH,  lS6t 
Sir:  On  the  21st  instant,  Flagi-Officer  Famigut  directed  me  UjI 
ulttce  the  raortar  schooners  in  position  to  open  fire  on  the  batt4?ries  si ' 
Vicksburg,  itistructing  me  at  the  same  time  not  to  commence  tiwj 
attack  unlU  the  firing  began  from  the  upper  batteries  upon  tb»| 
steamers  of  Flag-OfEcer  Davis's  fleet,  which  I  understood  were  com- 1 
iiig  down  to  engage  them,  wliile  the  ironclad  steamer  Essex,  Com- 1 
munder  \V.  I).  Porter,  would  endeavor  to  destroy  the  ram  -4rtrtnJMW.| 
The  morttir  schooners  were  placed  in  the  position  thvy  occupied  I 
during  the  former  bondmrdnicnts,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  nverj 
bxiiii  3,700  to  4,000  yards  from  the  lower  batteries.  At  5  a.  m.  on 
the  22d  they  opened  fire. and  continued  throwing  shells  until 
Ehscx  had  pa^ised. 

Tl»e  ships  of  Fhig-Oflicer  Farragut  not  having  taken  positions  toj 

enga^  the  batteries,  I  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mortar  schoon- 1 

ors  with  the  West^eld,  ready  to  assist  them  should  it  be  necessary. 

At  5:45  I  made  signal  to  retire  fi*om  action,  and  the  schoonc 

dropped  down  to  their  former  position. 

On  tliis.  us  ii])on  all  other  occasions  wlien  the  mortars  have  beeni 
engaged,   their  fire  was  rapid   and  accurate,  but  the  results  were' 
different,  owing.  I  presume,  to  so  few  of  them  being  engaged  at  a  time 
when  the  enemy  was  putting  forth  his  utmost  energy  to  destroy  the 
gallant  Essex. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  B.  Rbnshaw, 
ComnianHiiig  Divmon  of  Mortar  Flotilla, 
nperatiny  imth  Western  Owf  Blockdg,  Sqtuxdron. 

Hon.  GiDRON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


"Bvport  of  Tlag-Offioer  Sa-rii,  IT.  B.  VaTj,  regarding  part  p«TfoTmad  by  th«  va^ibIi  of  1 

Dommaod  id  ooop«raUoa  with  the  V.  8-  S.  Eiaaz  and  the  Qaeen  of  the  W»t. 


U 


U.  S.  Fi<ao-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Vid-shurg,  July  23,  ISeS. 
Sir:   In  ray  communication  of  .July  16,  I  mentioned  the  passage  of 
Flag-Officer   Karragut's  fleet   by  the  batteries  at  Vi(k.shiirg.  with 
ihe  double  purpose  of  joining  liis  fleet  below  and  of  destroying  the 
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rebel  ram  Arkansas  in  passing.     The  latter  object  was  defeated  by 
the  darkness  of  the  night. 

Yesterday  morning,  shortly  after  daylight,  the  Benton,  CinAnnati, 
and  Louisville  attacked  the  upper  batteries  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
ing the  Essex  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  both  of  wliich  vessels 
went  down  and  attacked  the  Arkansas  in  her  place  at  the  levee. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the 
results  of  his  engagement. 

The  ram  Qtteen  of  the  West,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bllet,  struck  the  ArkaTisas  with  sufficient  force  to  do  her  some  injury. 
Colonel  Eliet  behaved  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  with  great 
gallantrv. 

The  snot  from  the  Essex  did  serious  injury  to  the  casemates  of  the 
rebel  ram  and  gunboat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the, communications 
of  the  Department  of  the  14th  and  15th  instant. 

Our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  have  been  fired  into  lately,  aiid  a  small 
extra  boat  put  on  for  a  special  occasion  is  reported  to  have  been 
burned. 

My  force  at  this  moment  is  very  much  reduced.  It  is  reduced  in 
the  most  formidable  manner  by  sickness  and  death.  Of  the  130  men 
of  the  mortar  fleet  100  are  sick  and  off  duty.  The  crews  of  the  gun- 
boats are  many  of  them  reduced  to  one-half  their  number.  I  am  in 
want  of  at  least  500  men  to  fill  up  vacancies  and  render  the  vessels 
under  my  command  efficient. 

My  force  ia  also  reduced  by  the  absence  of  eight  gunboats,  three  of 
which  are  guarding  important  points  of  the  river,  and  five  of  which 
are  undergoing  repairs. 

I  have  said  that  I  am  in  want  of  500  men  to  insure  the  efficiency  of 
the  flotilla.  In  this  calculation  I  make  allowance  for  the  return  to 
duty  of  many  of  the  sick;  but  600  men  would  not  be  too  many  to 
send  to  me.  The  most  sickly  part  of  the  season  is  approaching;  and 
the  Department  would  be  surprised  to  see  how  the  most  healthy  men 
wilt  and  break  down  imder  the  ceaseless  and  exhausting  heat  of  this 
pernicious  climate. 

Men  who  are  apparently  in  health  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work 
sink  away  and  die  suddenly  at  night,  under  the  combined  effects  of 
heat  and  malarial  poison.  The  enemy,  however,  suffers  a  great  deal 
more  than  we  do.  He  counts  17,000  or  20,000  men  on  his  rolls,  but 
can  hardly  muster  5,000  in  his  ranks.  To  sickness  are  added,  in  his 
case,  the  want  of  hospital  accommodations,  the  want  of  medicines, 
and  the  want  of  suitaole  food. 

I  learned  that  General  Williams  is  about  to  move  down  the  river. 
Should  it  prove  so,  it  will  be  very  unfortunate  in  its  results.  This  is 
one  of  the  points  at  which  the  cooperation  of  the  Army  is  most 
essential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 
Flag-Ofjicer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  G. 
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BaporC  of  Commaader  Port«r,  U.  8.  Ravy,  cominbDding  U.  B.  8.  BweK.  regarding  tht  tt^t 
apon  Uie  C.  8.  ram  Arkaasui. 

Ox  Board  (irNBOAT  Essex, 
Below  Virfcs'huT'g.  JxtUj  Si,  O. 
Sir:  T  havo  tho  honor  to  inform  you  of  tlio  arrivnl  of  this 
below  Virksburji,  Miss.,  and  lliat  wi!  l<tst  1  iiiaii  kUlcil  and  3  vvoumiu 
1  dolivered  seveni]  shot  into  tlic  retio!  mm  Arkansas,  h^  I  l>eli<j" 
with  eifect.  I  endeavored  to  strike  her.  hut,  us  we  approac 
they  let  ^^o  lier  liowUne  and  the  currenl  drifted  Iter  st^m  on;  llifti 
consequence  was  this  vessel  only  grazed  Iut  side,  and  ran  with  sreAll 
force  high  on  the  bank,  where  slie  h»y  at  least  ten  minutes,  subiectj 
to  a  terrible  fu-e  from  tlie  slioro  balten*.  The  olficerb  all  did  Uieir 
duty  and  with  j^at  coolness. 

I^errnit  me  to  draw  yonr  att-tMition  lo  Muster  Willie  Coalca,  of  I 
only  14  years  oT  age.  This  younc;  t^entleninn  volunt^uTed  to  act  as | 
my  aid;  his  conduct  was.  throughout  the  action,  nnirked  by  greail 
coolness  and  braverj-.  He  has  no  connection  whaicver  with  thp 
sei-vice,  but  I  hojie  you  will  brin^  lo  the  notice  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment the  conduct  of  the  little  gentleman,  as  I  think  he  has  earned,, 
by  luH  loyalty,  coolness,  and  bravery,  an  appointment  at  the  Naval  j 
Academy. 

I  am,  very  resi>ectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 

Coimnander. 
Flag-Omcer  0.  TT.  Davis, 

Comma/uJiiuj  FlotiUaf  Western.  Waters. 


L«U«T  from  Bngadt«r-Oeneral  Wllliama,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-OlHcer  DaTU,  U.  8.  SaTj,] 
xegardlng  proposed  withdrawal  of  his  coomiaikd  from  soar  Vioksburg. 

Heaikjiautkus  SECOKn  BuniAUE. 

0^  Vickshurfj,  July  23,  IS63. 
'"     My  Dear  Sir:    T  have  the  honor  to  aoknowledgo  your  communi- 
cation of  this  dat^c,  nskinj;  nie  to  sus|>ond  my  movement  down  the 
river.     If  my  instructiuu.s  left  me  at  hhorty  to  stay,  tlie  rothiction 
by  malarious  diseuse  of  my  :i,2t)0  in  the  last  thirty  days   to  somi 
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800  would  constrain  me  to  go. 

Permit  me  Ui  speak  of  things  i»s  they  are,  and  not  as  they  have 
been.     And  let  me  always  be  the  first  man  lo  assert  the  great  and 
glorious  and  brilliant  s^^rvices  of  the  Navy  on  the  Mi8si83i]>pi;    but 
IS  not  the  river  becoming  less  and  less  open  daily,  and  is  not  tha_ 
nece^Lsity  of  a  large  lan<!  kirce  as  a  sine  qua  von,  daily  more  evidentH 
For  this  objet^t  of  opening  the  river,  a  small  land  ft>rce  T   Jiave  found^ 
to  be  only  an  embarrassment,  fil   »mlv  to  e.xcite  «'.\|>ecIation  and 
fit  omy  to  disajipoint  expectation.     If  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi 
be  res(dved  on,  permit  me  to  say,  1  <lo   not   think   it  should    take 
place  at  Vicksburg,  but  at  the  moiith  of  the  river,  and  to  include  thefl 
mouth  of  its  principal   tributaries.     J   would   tire  out  the  spirit  ofW 
secession,  so  exeetwive  here,  by  the  abstjlutc  ctiltin^^  off  of  nil  trade, 
and   the  destruction  uf  the  com  crop.     No  Interior  blockade  will 
BulFice  for  this,  for  wo  have  neither  a  navy  birge  enough,  nor  can  we 
have  a  navy  large  enough  to  blockade  every  Importunl  [)oint;   and 
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what  then  is  the  gain  if  every  transport  continues  to  require  the 
convoj'  of  a  gunboat?  I  have  mentioned  my  instructions  and  the 
ularnung  condition  of  the  health  of  the  troops  as  among  my  reasons 
for  immediate  removal  down  the  river,  but  I  have  not  forgotten  that 
(ieneral  Butler's  division,  with  all  his  brigades,  is  a  small  one  for 
holding  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge. 

The  laying  of  a  rail  track  across  the  bend  and  a  new  cut-ofif,  I  con- 
fess, were  among  mj  projects,  but  I  was  afraid  my  remaining  800 
might  get  into  hospital  or  elsewhere. 

That  I  should  feel  highly  honored  to  be  associated  with  vourself 
in  any  work  for  the  benefit  of  my  country,  believe  me,  out  my 
conviction  is  not  less  fixed  that  the  force  under  my  ordera  demands 
speedy  removal  from  this  malarious  place.  In  health  they  may 
attempt  much;   in  disease  they  can  do  nothing. 

Most  respectfully,  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Williams, 

Brigadier-Oenerdl. 
Flag-OfficerC.  H.Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 


I.«ttar  flram  FUg-Offle«r  Farragnt,  TS.  8,  Navy,  to  Tlag-Offioer  BarU,  V.  B.  Havy,  tnggest- 
ing  msatnrei  to  pronnt  tbe  capture  of  mail  bagt . 

U.  S.  S.  Hahtford,  July  23,  1862. 
Dear  Flag-Officer:   Would  it  not  be  well  to  load  our  mail  bags 
with  lead,  and  give  the  person  who  takes  them  in  chaise  instructions 
to  throw  them  overboard  in  case  of  capture,  destruction,  etc.? 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag-O^cer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Davis. 


Latter  front  Flag-Offioer  Farragnt,  V.  S.  Havy,  to  Tlag-Ottoer  Davli,  U.  8.  Kary,  refoning 
to  tlis  Confederate  gnnboati  Webb  and  Mnile. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Vicksburg,  July  23,  1862. 

Dear  Flag-Officer:  I  have  made  the  following  notes  for  your 
information  which  may  be  of  service  to  you. 

I  also  enclose  some  newspapers  with  paragraphs  marked  in  crayon. 

I  will  destroy  all  the  flatboats,  etc.,  and  will  seize  the  ferryboats 
as  I  go  down  the  river. 

There  are  two  gunboats,  the  Webb  and  Music,  up  the  Atcha- 
falaya  River.  The  fonner  is  a  powerful  and  fast  tug,  mounting 
from  two  to  five  guns  of  from  12[-pounderl  to  30-pounder  caliber;  she 
was  built  in  New  York.  The  latter  I  do  not  think  has  any  guns, 
but  carries  a  number  of  riflemen. 

The  rebels  are  continually  crossing  provisions,  troops,  and  lead 
from  the  western  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river,  by  means  of  the 
ferries  and  of  flatboats.  The  principal  point  of  crossing  is  at  Colonel 
Ackland'a  [or  Acklin?]  plantation,  just  above  Red  River. 
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There  are   two   steamers,   the   Vichaburg  aiid   General  Quitman, 
lip  the  Black  River. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Fabbaout, 
FJag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gvij  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Western  FlotiUa, 


Letter  from  FUg-Offioer  Davii,  V.  B.  HaTj,  to  Brigadier-Oeneralf  Curtii  and  WallMii 
U.  B.  Army,  reqneiting  that  oommnnlcatioii  between  the  river  above  and  Mm 
Viekibnrg  be  maintained. 

U,  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Viclcsburg,  July  23, 1862, 

General:  I  have  been  informed  that  Genferal  Williams,  who  now 
has  possession  of  the  neck  of  land  which  opens  a  communicatum 
between  the  Mississippi  River  above  and  below  Vicksburg,  is  about 
to  move  with  his  brigade  to  New  Orleans. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  represent  to  you  that  this  communication 
will  be  thus  cut  off  to  the  great  injury  to  the  pubUc  service,  and  to 
beg  the  assistance  of  a  portion  of  the  troops  under  your  command 
to  preserve  it. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Generals  Curtis  and  Wallace. 


Letter  firom  Flag-Offloer  Sarragnt,  TT.  8.  Kavy,  to  Flag-Offioer  Davla,  V.  8.  Kavy,  r^ard- 
ing  meaanrei  for  obtaining  ooal  and  proviiioni. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Below  Vickshurg,  July  H,  1862. 
Sm:  If  Commander  Porter,  with  the  Essex  and  Sumter,  goes  down 
with  us  to  Baton  Rouge  they  may  find  coal  enough  on  the  way  down 
and  at  Baton  Rouge  to  supply  their  wants  for  a  short  time.  I  can 
have  coal  and  provisions  sent  up  to  them  from  New  Orleans,  as  there 
are  no  batteries  between  the  two  j>laces,  but  Hght  artillery  may  be 
placed  upon  the  banks  anywhere,  and  if  the  supply  vessels  should  be 
stopped  from  passing  un  and  down,  the  troops  and  vessels  at  Baton 
Rouge  will  be  compeJlecl  to  drop  down  to  Carrollton,  just  above  New 
Orleans.  I  mention  these  facts  that  you  may  know  the  exact  state 
of  the  case.  Tliere  is  no  place  where  Commander  Porter  and  the 
Sumter  could  be  more  i)rofitabIy  employed  than  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  if  they  have  to  go  below.  The  only  difficulty  is  to  get  supplies 
up  from  New  Orleans.  The  enemy  is  passing  over  all  his  army 
suppHes  from  Texas  by  wav  of  Red  River. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Officer  Chas.  H.  Davis, 

Gomraanding  Western  FloiiMa. 
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Latter  froM  TU^-OfflMr  DaTia,  V.  8.  Vavy,  to  FUg-OfBoer  Farra^t,  V.  8,  Navy,  referring 
to  &a  dn^  origlaaUy  intended  for  the  n.  8.  itaameri  8iimtar  and  Biiex. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Viclcshurg,  July  21^,  1862. 

My  Deab  Flag-Oppioer  :  I  am  rery  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
two  kind  letters  of  yesterday,  and  for  the  Jackson  newspaper  con- 
taining scraps  of  information  which  I  hope  some  of  these  days  to 
turn  to  account. 

I  always  had  it  in  contemplation  when  I  let  the  Sumter  and  Essex 
go  down  that  they  should  remain  below  to  create  the  blockade  in  your 
absence.  But  I  coimted  then  upon  the  support  of  the  army  to  keep 
open  the  communication  between  the  two  branches  of  the  flotilla. 
That  taken  away  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Essex  and  Sumter  to  coal 
and  provision  at  Baton  Rouge.  I  snail  consign  to  Captain  Porter  the 
chai^  of  that  part  of  the  river  which  hes  between  Baton  Rouge  and 
Vicksburg. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  else  you  can  do  of  a  public  nature, 
and  for  the  offer  of  your  private  service  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere 
thanks. 

The  embarrassment  of  my  present  situation  is  one  of  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  war.  We  are  having  a  dark  hour  like  those  who  have  gone 
before  us.     Our  trust  is  in  God  and  the  justice  of  our  cause. 

May  the  best  success  attend  you  in  all  your  undertakings. 
As  ever,  truly,  yours, 

C.  H.  Davis. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Western  Gvlj  Blockdg.  Squadron,  below  Vicksburg,  Miss 


Ordar  of  Tlag-OBeer  Davii,  U.  8.  Mvrj,  to  Commander  Porter,  V.  8.  Kavy,  commanding 
V.  8.  8.  Eaaax,  to  ooal  at  Baton  Bonge,  In  view  of  the  enttlng  of  commonioation. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Ojf  VicJcsburg,  July  24,  1862,    ,.\ 
Sib:  Mr.  Foster,  master's  mate,  has  arrived  on  board  and  commu- 
nicated to  me  the  information  you  sent  by  him  that  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  and  General  WilUams  go  down  the  river  to-morrow. 

Since  the  communication  between  us  will  be  cut  off  by  these 
movements  you  will  be  obliged,  taking  the  Sumter  with  you,  to  go  to 
Baton  Kou^  for  coal  and  provisions. 

Prolong  your  stay  below  the  town  as  far  as  possible,  and  return 
with  the  Sumter  for  the  blockade  after  taking  in  suppHes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  U.  S.  NavaJ  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Qunhoat  Essex,  Mississippi  River. 
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Order  of  Fla;>Offlo«r  Davit,  V.  B.  Ravy,  to  Commandw  Porter,  V.  B.  Vktj,  wmmaaiffn 
V.  8.  B.  Ehoz,  aiiigning  him  to  duty  between  Baton  Bonge  and  Yidcibiirg. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Vicksburg,  July  ^4, 186i. 
^        Sir:  In  my  letter  of  instructions  yesterday  I  informed  you  thtt 
it  would  be  necessary  that  you  and  the  Sumter  should  obtain  supplies 
of  coal  and  j>rovisions  at  Baton  Rouge. 

I  have  now  to  say  to  you  more  particularly  that  I  wish  you  to 
consider  under  your  particular  cha^e  that  part  of  the  river  lyinc 
between  Baton  llouge  and  Vicksburg,  and  also  to  keep  a  careful 
watch  over  the  rebel  eunboat  ArJcansa^. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gommavding  Ghinboat  Essex. 

P.  S.. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this 
morning. 

If  necessary  you  must  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  supplies,  and, 
bringing  extra  coal  and  provisions  with  you  to  Baton  Rouge,  which 
you  will  make  your  depot,  you  can  cruise  between  that  place  and 
Vicksburg  for  tiie  object  above  mentioned.  Your  services  in  your 
present  position  are  indispensable,  and  your  responsibilities  very 
great.  I  can  not  entertain  for  a  moment  your  proposition  to  go  to 
St.  Louis  in  this  emergency. 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Flag-Officer. 


Order  of  Flag<Offioer  Farragnt,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Commander  Porter,  V,  8.  Vavy,  command- 
ing TJ.  B.  B.  EiBoz,  regarding  the  me  of  lig^nali  if  attacked  by  the  ram. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Vicksburg,  July  24,  1862, 
Dear  Captain  :  If  vou  drop  down  with  us  you  had  better  foUow  as 
the  rear  guard,  and  if  you  see  the  ram  followmg  you,  you  must  hoist 
No.  5  in  the  daytime  and  two  red  hghts,  if  you  nave  them,  otherwise 
two  white  lights,  perpendicular,  by  niglit,  and  the  ships  will  round  to, 
to  support  you.  Send  the  same  word  to  Captain  Erben,  of  the  Sumter, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Faeraqut, 

Flng-Officer. 
Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Essex, 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Davis,  V.  B.  Kavy,  regarding  the  oanie  of  the  vithdnwal  of 
Brigadier-General  WUllami,  U.  8.  Army. 

Flagship  Benton, 
Above  Viclcsburg,  July  26, 1862. 
Sib:  The  surgeon  of  this  vessel  sent  me  this  morning  the  enclosed 
letter. 
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Flag-OKicor  Farro^t  and  Brigrtdior-General  Williams  went  down 

'  '  rivrr  y**sl*nlay.     WliPii  I  ur^-d  the  IntUT  tti  sluy  I<»  koep  open 

rommunicatioD  abovo  and  holow  Vicksbur^.  I»o  replied  that  of 

'^)  men  lironebt.  here  by  him,  only  SOO  wen*  ht  for  duty,  the  other 

yfomtlis  of  his  command  had  died,  or  were  in  the  liospital  with 

,,„'.     Soinetiineis  as  many  as  ten  died  in  a  day. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  l>e,   very  respectfully,  your  most  ul>edient 

faervant. 

0.  II.  Davir, 

Hnn.  GinKON  Wf.ixer, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyy. 


I<^«rt  of  Brl^ftdier-Ovneral  WUltBms,  U.  8.  Army,  regftrding  th»  raturii  from  Viok»bar^ 
to  BBtOD  Koage  «f  the  force  onder  bu  oommand. 

IIdubs.  Second  Brigade,  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  July  36,  186$. 

Captaix:  Convoyed  by  Commodore  Farrajijut's  fleet,  the  troops 
which  left  here  with  me  for  Virkaburg  Jim*'  20  arrived  here  this 
morning  and  afternoon,  iiunicricHlly  little  reduced  by  disea-so,  etfeet- 

I    L-Toolly  st>.     A  return  wiJJ  be  transmitted  aa  early  o-s  practicable. 

.'  i;  hout  attachinfj  undue  importance  to  rumors  of  attack  upon  tliis 
tiuiiiion,  I  xhall  lake  auch  measures  of  militaiy  security  as  may  sug- 
wsi  thenis*'lve.s  ti)  be  necessary,  avoidinji;  unne<:c,sftttry  exposure  or 
fatigue  to  the  troops. 


Kespectfully,  etc., 

CaptaiQ  R.  S.  Davis, 

AsmatarU  AdjiUaTU-Oeneral. 


T.  Williams, 
Brigadier-General,  Volunteers. 


tnan  LlAnunaDt  Plulpf,  U.  B.  Ifftvy,  ooxunaiidiDg  V.  8.  8.  B«iiton,  to  Flag-Offiear 

Foat«,  n.  B.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Minsi^»ippi  River,  July  $9,  iSG2. 

Mt  Dear  Sir;  I  had  the  great  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
]Utb  instant  this  morning,  and  I  am  moat  grateful  to  you  for  it.  I 
am  atteiiiplinu  lo  an-swer  it  under  diili<udtie.s,  liavinj;  a  felon  upon  the 
foretinger  of  tne  riijht  fmnd.  I  am  very  glad  tti  bear  of  your  improved 
hiralth  and  tliai  the  foul  is  mending.  Count  the  months  over  since 
you  were  wounded.  Does  it  not  seem  an  age<  .\nd  all  ao  different 
now  from  what  we  *'  hoped  for"  after  the  fall  of  Donelson. 

Even  at  the  risk  of  onnuyanee  to  you,  I  intt^ud,  provided  my  hand 
Aoe»  not  prove  your  friend  by  giving  mo  too  much  pain,  di-liberately 
to  wril<'  a  very,  vcit  hmg  growl,  feeling  well  assured  that  your  interest 
in  the  flotilla  will,  m  the  endj  excuse  my  |>er8ecution.  Tilings  have 
hup|M*ned  lltat  will  create  "talk,"  and  I  desire  that  you,  at  least, 
should  know  where  the  "old  command"  stands,  sadly  scattered  and 
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shattered  though  it  may  ho.  I  wrote  to  you  a  short  time  since,  whifS 
letter,  1  believe,  shared  the  fat-e  of  the  SaUi^'  Woath,  fired  into  aoil 
burned  on  her  way  up  to  Memphis.  Should  1  be  mistaken,  you  will 
know  why  1  jj:<>  hack  over  most  of  our  stay  at  Viokfiburg. 

Before  we  ever  went  down,  a  plan  had  ueen  made  by  Klag-OfficM  i 
Davis  for  an  expedition  up  the  \  axoo  River,  intfndiug  to  destroy  i\w 
enemy's  vessels  there,  and  esixtially  the  gunboat  Arkafi^as.     Prom  j 
the  time  of  arriving  at  Vickalnirg  till  the  feat  was  linally  arcoinplishivi. 
Commander  Karragut  proposed  daily  to  run  bark  past  the  batteneri 
to  join  his  vessels  below,  and  from  whence  he  had  no  niAiiner  ttf  hu-ti- 
ne,ss  even  to  have  cotne  up.     Tliis  kind  of  talk  rendered  it  (I'Vrragull 
being  senior)  impossible  for  Conimauder  Davis  to  send  the  force  nee- 1 
easary  up  the  Yazoo,  as  the  flotilla  was  expected  to  draw  tlie  fu^  of  the 
upper  batteries  while  the  lower  fleet  should  be  passing.     Refugees 
brought  very  contradictory  report*  about  the  ArJcanMiJt,  but  Cnm-j 
niander  Davis,  seeing  that  the  lower  Heet  remained  quietly  alx>ve,J 
res«>Ived  uiM>n  a  move  up  the  Yazoo,  and  first  dispatched  a  reconDoi-j 
teriug  force  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  batteries  covering  tbej 
ohstnirtions  and  to  learn  generally  what  force  to  send  up.     The  Tylrr 
anil  ram  Queen  of  ihe  West  were  to  go  on  this  reconrioissance,  while  thp 
Carondeiei  should  go  up  to  the  mouth  of  Old  River  and  remain  till  the 
return  of  the  first  two.     The  boats  left  here  at  4  a.  m.,  and  before  5 
a.  m.  began  firing  as  we  supposed  on  guerrillas,  bushwhackers,  or  the 
like.     We,  however,  soon  ordered  steum  up.     It  appears  that  the 
boats  met  tlio  Arkanms  very  soon;  that  slie  had  a  few  minutes  figfalj 
with  the  ^'nron/A/f/ at  close  quarters,  in  which  she  {Arhanxan)  seems  tnj 
have  got  holes  below  water  line,  as  thev  were  seen  pumping  and  bail- 
ing, and  that  after  shoving  the  Caroml^ei  on  shore  sne  puslied  on,  now 
usmg  iu'r  two  bow  guns  with  effect  on  the  old  Tyler' n  square  stern  at ' 
some  200  yards  distance.     Gwin  made  a  good  fight.     The  ram  Queen 
ran  away  in  the  b^jginning  of  the  firing.     They  were  soon  down  upon 
us.     Not  one  of  the  lower  fleet  had  fires  kindled.     Tlie  old  Benion 
smoked  vigorously;  stil!  there  was  not  steam  to  move  her  huge  hulk, 
and  other  vessels  liad  st»  crowded  about  us  that  we  could  not  slip  and 
drop  down  with  tiie  current  till  such  time  as  steam  was  i-eady.  and  by 
the  time  we  began  to  move  the  rebel  was  a  mile  below.     He  had 
received  the  fire  of  Farraguts  fleet,  scarcely  i>ne  doing  barm  except 
the  Richmond,  Captain  Alden,  whose  broadside  made  the  iron  fly 
splemlidly,  whole  bare  "oing  up  20  feet  in  air.     It  was  hard  times  with 
tlie  rebel,  evidently.     None  of  his  shot  hurt  anyone  on  board  the  _ 
vessels  at  anchor  or  did  damage  worth  mentioning.     One  cut  away  ■ 
a  stanchion  for  us  and  left  its  trace  on  the  back  of  my  swk  coat.™ 
So  much  for  the  favors  of  my  friend  [Isaac]  Brown.     We  Tollowed  the 
Arhansas  down  till  fire<l  upon  by  the  batteries.     She  had  escaped. 
It  is  a  singular  fact  that,  a  dest^rter  reached  C-ommanrlrr  I'^urragut  at 
10  o'clock  at  night,  telling  him  that  she  was  coming  tlie  next  morning. 
Nothing  was  said  to  us;  no  preparations  made.     Flag-OIIicer  Far- 
ragut,  soon  aft4?r  the  escape  of  tlio  Arkansas,  boarded  us,  when  we  loy 
near  the  upper  batteries,  full  of  going  down  immediately  to  destroy  _ 
the  rebel  with  his  fleet — going  ofiat  once;  couldn't  waste  a  moment.  ■ 
We,  however,  dropped  down  o^uin  to  engage  the  batteries  that  he  might  ■ 
see  the  new  positions,  etc.,  taken.    We  then  had  1  man  killed  and  the 
cabin  staterooms  knocked  to  pieces.     We  had  before  had  2  wounded. 
Our  weak  stern  was,  of  course,  presented  to  the  batteries.     It  was 
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veiy  justly  urged  upon  Commander  F.  that  he  would  do  better  to 
wait  till  near  sundown  to  make  his  passage  down  with  the  fleet,  when 
the  sun  would  be  in  the  enemy's  eye,  but  it  was  hard  to  dissuade  him 
from  his  bent  for  desperation  in  destroying  the  Ari:an^as.  It  was 
settled  that  we,  at  6  o  clock,  would  engage  Che  upper  batteries  while 
the  lower  fleet  was  passings  which  would  leave  ample  daylight  for  them 
to  see  the  rebel  gunboat,  which  is  painted  an  earth  color,  not  distin- 
guishable at  night.  Anchors  were  suspended  from  main  yards  and 
grapplings  from  the  crossjack  yards;  in  short,  most  elaborate  prepa- 
rations made  for  the  advantage  of  the  rebel  intruder,  and  none  could 
doubt  of  its  immediate  destruction.  Our  grand  ram,  the  Sumter, 
was  loaned  for  the  occasion.  At  6  o'clock  we  were  underway,  and 
while  the  sun  still  blazed  in  its  glory  were  again  in  hot  excliange  of 
compliments  with  the  enemy's  battery  of  six  rifled  6-inch  guns.  No 
vessels  of  the  other  fleet  moved  yet,  and  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
we  were  still  watching  to  see  thera  come.  At  last,  as  the  twilight 
began,  they  started,  and  we  even  could  scarcely  tell  when  the  fore- 
most vessel  passed  the  upper  batteryand  saw  nothing  of  the  hindmost 
ones.  The  thing  was  a  failure.  We  had  no  need  of  reports  from 
below  to  tell  us  that.  The  next  day  Flag-Officer  Farragut  writes: 
"  I  am  going  up  this  evening  to  attack  that  fellow,  and  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  attack  him  till  I  have  destroyed  him  or  my  whole  fleet  is 
destroyed."  How  anxiously  we  listened  for  the  opening  guns,  still 
only  for  disappointment.  The  night  came  and  passed  away,  its  air 
undisturbed  by  a  sullen  sound.  The  next  day  there  were  still  threats 
of  destruction  to  the  homed  enemy,  and  tMs  kind  of  thing  went  on 
till  Anally  the  Essex  and  ram  Queen  of  the  West  made  their  attempt. 
This  was  against  Commander  Davis's  judgment  and  entirely  a  plan 
of  Commander  F.'s.  He  had  apparently  only  been  restrained  by  our 
commander  and  some  of  his  officers,  who  incessantly  watched  him, 
from  taking  his  vessels  up  under  those  formidable  batteries  for  the 
destruction  of  the  one  ram.  How  long  were  we  at  Fort  Pillow  with 
a  dozen  of  them  lying  about?  The  commander  himself  came  up, 
spent  most  of  the  day  with  Commander  Davis,  and  matured  a  plan  of 
attack,  which  was  this:  The  Essex  and  ram  Queen  were  to  go  down 
and  attack  the  ArkaTisas  at  daylight  next  morning,  we  covering  them 
at  the  upper  battedes,  while  the  lower  fleet  shoiild  attack  the  lower 
batteries  and  prevent  their  firing  with  effect  on  the  attacking  boats. 
The  SumUr  was  also  to  go  up  to  assist  in  the  attack  on  the  rebel. 
Commander  Farragut  insistea,  however,  on  going  up  to  attack  the 
ArkansM  with  his  vessels,  passing  the  lower  batteries  to  do  so,  but 
was  urged  not  to  do  so  by  Commander  Davis.  The  rebel  lay  between 
theupperbatteriesall  that  day  and  all  night.  At  10: 30  o'clock  p.  m., 
an  officer  arrived  from  the  lower  fleet  with  a  note  (from  F.),  saying 
that  the  rebel  was  between  the  upper  batteries,  and  did  Commander 
Davis  think  it  advisable  that  Commander  Farragut's  fleet  should 
pass  the  lower  forts  to  go  up  to  attack  him.  Observe  that  passing 
those  forts  was  not  a  part  of  the  plan,  and  only  a  pet  idea  of  Com- 
mander F/s,  frequently  declared  to  be  his  view  and  mtention,  though 
not  approved  by  others,  and  that  the  rebel  still  lay  where  he  had  been 
for  twenty-four  hours.  This  note  was  answered  frankly,  and  without 
eaution,  to  the  effect  that  the  vessels  attacking  the  rebel  {Essex, 
Quunf  and  the  Sumter  from  below)  could  destroy  the  craft  or  drive 
ham  up  or  down  stream  to  the  one  squadron  or  the  other,  and  that 
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pausing  tho  lower  forts  was  not  necessary ;  that  such  was  the  under- 
standing had.     Murning  cjime,  we  engaged  the  upper  batteries,  the 
Esttex  and  Queen  in  due  time  pn-ssed  down.     No  guns  from  the  Iowm 
fleet  could  be  heard.     \V<*  continued  to  listen  in  vain,  and  our  hearls 
again  grew  hea\'>'.     Our  two  vessels,  unsusl^iincd.  eoidd  not  eiidiirr 
the  fire  of  botli  battei-ies  and  rebel  p^nboat.    The  rebel  fire  was  very 
heavy.     Presenllv  the  Quftn  came  up  badly  shattered.     She  haa 
struc*K  the  rebel.  )jut  nt^t  efTi'ctively,  und  in  the  terrible  fire  upon  li« 
could  not  renew  the  allenipt.     The  E/tstx  Imil  poured  her  fij*e  uit4>  llir 
enemy,  but  in  the  swift  <'urrent  could  not  be  managed  well  enough  to 
lay  by  the  fellow,  enduring  the  while  the  terrible  raking  fire  of  Uiow 
lower  batteries  as  well  as  oithe  others.     The  lower  fleet  wiis  at  anchor, 
the  Sumter  not  to  l>e  seen.     It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  when  tlie 
Queen  struck  the  ArkantuiJt  half  the  crew  jumped  uverlKjard.     The 
Essex's  .shot  made  big  holes  in  her  sides  and  cries  were  heard  inboard. 
No  explanation  wtis  made  of  the  failure  of  the  lower  fleet  to  do  its 
part  in  this  attack      The  Sumter  s  orders  required  her  to  wait  till 
that  fleet  should  itpen  upon  tlie  lower  batteries,  wliich  was  to  have 
been  simultaneous  with   our  fire  uj^on   the  upper  works,  when  she 
was  to  push  lii)  to  the  attack.     Erben  waited  vainly  for  the  concerted 
signal.     I  enclose  copies  of  the  two  letters  I  have  referred  to.     I  am 
told  that  Commander  Davis's  letter  was  const  nied  as  a  request  to 
make   no   attack   on    the   lower   batteries.     Knowing  the  plan,  as  I 
have  described  it  to  you,  however  imperfectly,  is  it  possible  t-o  render 
it  in  that  manner?    Can  a  paliant  man  so  consti*ue  Hi    Could  a  man 
who  has  (?)  to  be  held  back  with  <urb  and  che**krein  so  read  it?     It 
was  no  part  of  the  plan  to  j)ass  those  batteries,  but  to  attack  them, 
at  1,200  or  1,500  yards,  from  below.     The  whole  thing  was  a  fizzle. 
Every  day  we  heard  great  things  threatened  only  to  realize  fizzles. 
I  fear  that  both  S.  P.  Ijee  and  Palmer  had  too  much  influence  with 
Commander  Farragut  in  the  matter  of  the  attacks  on  the  Arl-ansas. 
but  that  does  not  excuse  bis  *' great  talk  and  little  action."     I  tell 
you,  my  old  commander,  I  would  rather  have  your  little  finwer  at  the 
head  than  he  who  led  the  attack  at  New  Orleans.     My  grovrl  is  done. 
The  lower  fleet  left,  not  a  vessel  sunk  in  the  flourish  of  so  much  talk 
about  destroying  the  Arl'ansas  or  being  destroyed.     The  land  force 
also  left.     Of  S,2(M)  men  only  KOO  remained  on  duty.     It  now  became 
proper  to  consider  the  state  of  the  flotilla  and  what  it  could  effect. 
Five  of  the  thirteen  vessels  were  undergoing  repairs;  two  of  them  had 
got  below  Vicksburg  uselessly  in  the  failures  oi  the  lower  fleet  and,  of 
course,  could  not  get  back.     Of  the  six  remaimng  vessels,  one  is  at 
Fort  Pillow,  another  at  Memi>lus,  and  foiu-  with  us.     Evidently  we 
could  do  nothing  with  Vicksburg  without  a  land  force.     Forty  per 
cent  of  our  people  were  already  sick  with  the  fever.     General  Ourtia 
had  been  forced  from  the  interior  of  Arkansas  back  upon  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Helena,  and  evidently  is  pressed  by  superior  numbers.     Our 
vessel  on  the  river  were  being  hred  into  at  various  points  by  field 
batU'ries.     We  had  no  j^mboatA  with  which  to  convoy,  or  even  to 
keep  open  communications.     No  good  could  arise  from  remaining 
where  we  were,  but  cooperation  with  General  Curtis  offered  a  field,  and 
the  climate,  at  the  same  time,  would  no  doubt  be  beneUcial  to  our 
numcr<»us  sick.     Kviilently  our  vcKsels  were  soon  to  be  entirely  ilis- 
abied  by  sicknes.s  if  we  sliouhl  remain  where  we  were.     For  those 
reasons  we  ar«  now  on  our  way  up  t4>  Helena.  .Vrk. 
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However  much  this  long  letter  may  bore  you,  I  trust  you  will  give 
me  credit  for  persistence,  at  least,  for  writing.  It  has  been  a  painful 
undertaking.  I  feel  keenly  what  reflects  upon  the  flotilla.  The 
escape  of  me  ArkaJisas  is  very  annoying.  It  should,  however,  be 
rpmembered  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  steam  up  to  120  or  130 
pounds  in  that  hot  climate  and  with  our  sick  people.  We  always  had 
30  to  60  pounds  steam,  while  the  lower  fleet  put  out  fu^s. 

I  have  read  with  great  interest  your  speech  at  New  Haven  and 
voup  published  letters.  You  have  planted  yourself  firmly  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  you  will  always 
be  foremost  there.  When  will  you  go  to  Washii^on?  I  beg  you 
will  remember  me  most  kindly  to  Mrs.  Foote.  Do  not  forget  the 
flotilla  when  you  get  to  have  the  cares  of  the  Bureau  upon  your  nands. 
I  am  ever  nundful  of  the  debts  I  owe  to  your  friendsnip,  and  trust  I 
shall  not  prove  unworthy  to  retain  my  place  in  your  esteem  in  future 
years. 

Respectfully,  and  most  truly,  yours, 

S.  L.  Phelpb. 

Flag-Oflicer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Haven,  Conn, 

P.  S. — Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  draft  for  $30.90,  the  amount  due  you 
for  rations.  I  think  the  original  was  in  mail  on  board  SaUie  Wood%f 
destroyed  by  enemy. 


Beport  of  Flag<Offioer  Davis,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  preferring  ohu-gei  agsinit  Commuider  Portar, 
JJ.  I.  Kary,  of  miMtatement  of  faota  and  oalnmniating  his  eonunander  in  chief. 

Flagship  Eastport, 
Helena,  September  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  see  in  the  newspapers  an  official  report,  dated  August  1, 
addressed  to  you  by  Commodore  (late  Commander)  W.  D.  Porter, 
containing — 

1.  A  statement  (which  is  correct)  that  I  had  determined  to  get 
underway  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  July,  and  when  within 
range  to  bombard  the  upper  batteries  of  Vicksburg;  and 

2.  Tliat  Commodore  Porter  got  underway  that  morning  and 
passed  the  Benton;  and  that  when  the  enemy's  upper  batteries 
opened  upon  him,  he  heard  no  response  at  the  time  from  the  fleet. 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  latter  statement  is  that 
neither  the  Benton  nor  any  other  of  the  vessels  under  my  command 
got  underway  that  morning;  and,  further,  that  neither  the  Benton  nor 
any  part  of  my  squadron  engaged  the  upper  batteries  at  the  time 
the  Essex  passed  them,  according  to  the  instruction  and  the  plan  of 
pn>ceeding  furnished  to  him  the  preceding  day. 

An  event  witnessed  and  participated  in  by  several  hundred  oflS- 
cers  and  men  can  not,  in  the  simplest  outline  of  the  facts,  he  the 
subject  of  misunderstanding,  however  much  it  may  be  obscured  or 
misrepresented  in  the  circumstances  of  detttil.  1  charge  Commodore 
(then  Commander)  Porter,  in  liis  statement  of  the  conduct  of  tlic 
Benton  and  of  other  vessels  of  the  squadron  on  tliat  day,  with  a 
misstatement  of  facts,  so  well  known,  so  directly  observed  and 
actively  participated  in  by  hundreds  of  people,  that  this  statement 
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can  not  be  regarded  aa  nlhemise  than  drlihpiat^:  and  I  oJso  chfl 
hini  with  calumniating  his  cuiniimndor  in  clupf. 

Verv  resnpctfullv.  vimr  most  obedient  servant, 

■     '  C.H.Davis. 

[Ctfmmodorf ,  C  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Misftissippi  SquadronA 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tftc  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Boport  of  ComiDonder  Porter.  U.  8.  Navy,  Mmmanding  V.  S.  8.  Siiex,  regarding  tki 
eagagemani  of  thM  veaiel  with  Ui«  C.  8.  ram  Arkanias. 

I'.  S.  OrNllllAT   K.SSKX, 

Off  Baton  Hongr,  Auguitt  I.  tS6S. 

Sm:  Permit  nic  to  draw  your  attention  to  wmie  Tactic  rrlating  to 
this  sliip  running  the  blockade  at  Mcksburg.  The-se  facts  will 
relate  principalh'  to  the  manner  in  which  she  is  plated,  but  in  their 
detail  it  will  oe  neceM-sarj'  to  enter  into  a  .■statement  of  all  the  circtim- 
stances  connected  with  my  runninff  the  bkwkado. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  the  moniing  of  the  15th  of  July  we  heard  lieart 
firing  up  the  Yazoo,  and  as  I  had  the  evening  previously  taken 
on  board  two  desertera  from  Vicksburg  who  had  stated  that  the 
Aricansm  ram  wa.s  readj'  to  conie  down  the  river  (they  werp  sent  en 
board  the  flagship  Benton),  I  .suspected  this  vessel  was  making  her 
way  down,  and  I  prepared  for  action.  I  beg  to  state  that  on  my 
passage  from  Cairt)  to  Vieksbui^  my  port  boiler  had  hurst  one  (if 
the  bottom  sheets,  and  we  were  repairing  it  at  the  time  hprein 
mentioned.  At  S  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  giuiboat  Tyler  came  out  of  tho 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  closely  followed  by  the  i-ebel  ram.  The  former 
passed  down  and  took  refuy:e  Ix-hind  thi.s  vessel,  aw  well  as  some  other 
rants  behingiug  (o  Colonel  Kllct's  fleet.  As  l!ie  Arknnttas  passed 
I  discharged  at  her  seven  guns,  striking  her  three  times;  one  of  my 
ahot  penetrated  her  iron  covering  and  (lid  considerable  damage,  hut 
recovering  .she  passed  on,  the  Benton  getting  underway  and  following 
her  some  distance  down  the  river,  hhe,  however,  reached  in  safety 
the  batteries  at  Vicksbui^.  It  was  now  detennined  by  the  two 
ootnmanders  in  chief  to  make  some  effort  to  destroy  the  ram,  and 
hence,  on  the  ovoniug  of  the  same  day  the  Arhausas  passed  the 
upper  ileet,  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  with  the  Now  Orleans  fleet  thit 
had  previously  attacked  the  \  ickshurg  batteries,  coming  upstream, 
concluded  to  nin  the  blockade,  and  while  going  down  try  to  sink 
her.  The  Hagship  Benton,  with  the  gunboats  LonisviUe  and  Cin- 
cinnati, accompanied  his  fleet  Ui  willun  rarijge  of  the  forts,  but  the 
destruction  of  the  ram  was  not  accomplished^ 

Flag-OlTicers  Farragut  ami  Davis,  with  myself,  on  tho  21st,  hold 
a  council  of  war  on  hoard  the  Benton,  and  1  volunleertHl  the  ser\'ices 
of  the  Emex  to  make  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  ram,  and  the  follow- 
ing programme  was  agi'cod  on:  That  on  tite  morning  of  the  22d, 
preciselv  at  4  o'chx-k,  the  whole  available  fleet  under  command  of 
Flag-Oflicer  Davis  was  to  .get  underway,  anil  when  within  range 
to  bombai'd  the  u|»per  batteries  al  Vicksburg;  the  lower  Meet,  under 
Flag-Officer  Farragut.  was  to  do  the  same,  and  attack  the  lower 
batteries;  the  F/tm-x  was  t4>  push  on,  strike  the  rebel  ram,  <leliv< 
her  iire,  and  then  fall  behind  tuc  lower  fleet. 
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On  the  morning  herein  stated  I  got  underway  and  passed  the 
Benton.  Flag-Officer  Davis  haled  me  and  "wished  me  success." 
I  now  pushed  on,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  programme, 
and  precisely  at  half  past  4  a.m.  the  enemy's  upper  batteries  opened 
upon  me.  Kut  I  heard  no  response  at  this  time  from  our  fleets. 
I  arrived  at  the  ram.  delivered  my  fire,  and  struck  her;  the  blow 
^'lanced,  and  I  went  high  on  the  river  bank  with  the  bows  of  the 
ship,  where  I  lav  ten  minutes,  under  three  batteries  of  heavy  guns. 
I  backed  off  and  loaded  up.  The  enemj*  had  drawn  up  three  regi- 
ments of  sharpshooters  ana  several  batteries  of  field  pieces,  ranging 
from  6-pounaers  to  24-pounders.  I  found  it  impossible,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  board  the  rebel  boat,  thougli  such  was  my 
original  intention.  After  I  delivered  nn'  fire  at  but  5  feet  from  the 
ram,  we  distinctly  heard  the  groans  of  her  wounded,  and  saw  her 
crew  jumping  overboard.  She  did  not  fire  a  gun  after  we  had  deliv- 
ered ours,  and  I  have  since  seen  in  the  rebel  papers  that  they  admit 
a  loss  of  ^8  killed  and  35  wounded.  We  knocked  a  very  large  hole 
in  her  side.  At  this  time  I  began  to  look  for  aid  from  the  fleets, 
but  without  result.  I  ordered  the  pilots  to  get  the  Essex's  head 
upstream,  with  the  intention  of  holding  on  untu  the  lower  fleet  came 
up.  and  then  make  another  attack  on  the  ram.  At  this  time  I  was 
under  the  guns  of  three  batteries,  one  of  which  was  not  over  100 
feet  off.  A  heavy  1 0-inch  shot  from  the  nearest  battery  stnick 
my  forward  casemate,  about  5  feet  from  the  deck,  but  fortunately 
did  not  penetrate.  A  rifle  74-inch  shot  from  the  same  battery  struck 
the  casemate  about  9  feet  from  the  deck.  It  penetrated  tne  iron, 
but  did  not  get  through,  though  so  severe  was  the  blow  that  it 
started  a  4^incn  plank  2  inches  and  IS  feet  long  on  the  inside.  A 
conical  shell  struck  the  casemate  on  the  port  side  as  we  were  round- 
ing to,  penetrated  the  three-quarter-inch  iron,  and  came  halfway 
through  the  wooden  side.  It  exjjloded  through,  killing  1  man  and 
tlightly  wounding  3.  A  small  piece  grazed  my  head  and  another 
piece  tore  the  legs  of  the  first  master's  pantaloons. 

I  had  now  been  under  fire  for  upward  of  an  hour,  and  thirty 
minutes  of  the  time  from  80  feet  to  100  yards  of  some  of  the  enemy  s 
heaviest  batteries.  I  still  looked  for  the  arrival  of  the  lower  fleet, 
but  saw  nothing  of  it.  I  held  on  for  a  short  tinae  longer,  but  the 
enenov  began  to  fire  with  such  rapidity  and  we  were  so  close  that 
the  Mshes  of  his  guns  through  my  gun  holes  drove  my  men  from 
the  guns.  At  last,  through  the  smoke,  I  saw  tlie  lower  fleet  nearly 
3  nmes  off  and  still  at  anchor.  Seeing  no  hope  of  relief  or  assistance, 
I  now  concluded  to  run  the  gantlet  of  the  enemy's  lower  forts  and 
seek  an  anchorage  below  the  fleet.  I  therefore  reluctantly  gave 
the  order  to  "put  her  head  downstream;"  but  I  waa  determmed  to 
be  in  no  hurry.  Tliev  had  now  plenty  of  time  to  prepare,  and  so 
rapid  was  their  fire  tiiat  for  half  an  hour  the  hull  of  this  ship  was 
completely  enveloped  in  the  heavy  jets  of  water  thrown  over  her 
by  uie  enemy's  shot,  sliell,  and  rifle  halls.  The  Department  may 
have  some  idea  of  tlie  amount  and  number  of  shot,  shell,  plugs, 
and  rifle  missiles  tlu"own  at  this  vessel,  when  they  are  now  informed 
we  were  two  hours  and  a  half  under  fire  of  70  heavy  guns  in  battery, 
20  fieldpieces,  and  3  heavy  guns  on  board  the  ram.  During  that 
time  this  vessel  was  heavily  struck  42  times,  and  only  penetrated 
twice.    This  fully  proves  the  admirable  character  of  the  iron  plating, 
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as  the  thickest  iron  waa   but  an  inch,  with  1  inch  of   india-rubbtf 
bpnoath,  ai^'ording  to  my  niotliod,  now  patented.  I 

I  still  hope  an  opportunity  may  yet  be  given  rap  to  make  a  tjccxnu 
at  tempi  to  (Ifstroy  the  Arkajt^as,  hs  I  beUevo  it  can  be  done,  uiti 
I  am  ready  and  cran  du  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  POBTER, 

Commnnding  Division  of  (he  Fleet  in  the  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wfu.es, 

Secretary  oj  the  Navy. 


B«port  of  Fl&g-Offioer  F&rragnt,  V.  B.  Vt-Tj,  eritieiiuig  th«  nport  of  Commander  PoTtn, 
U.  B.  Ifavy,  eommaDding  U.  I.  B.  Bm«z. 

No.  195-1  Klagsiuf  IIaktford, 

Peiuuicola  Bay,  SepUmber  It,  1S6S. 

Sm:  Although  as  a  general  thing  I  avoid  noticing  anyilung  pub 
lifihed  by  letter  writers,  I  am  constrained  to  trv  and  avert  as  far  nsl 
possible  false  inij>re.ssions  Ix'ing  made  upon  the  Department  bv  them. I 

Some  of  my  friends  liave  suggestA*d  to  me  the  propriety  of  infonning I 
the  I)ej>artment  of  the  correct  version  of  the  attack  on  tfie  ram  .iri-flfl-l 
sas  at  Vicksburc:  by  the  ironclad  limej:,  m  which  '*  we  failed  to  comply 
with  our  part  of  tlie  programme." 

Tlie  facts  were   tliese:  Tlie  ram  waa  anchored  above   the  tov 
under  the   two   upper  forl-s.     Fiag-OlTHior  Davis   felt  confident  of 


being  able  to  destroy  her  or  force  her  down  upon  us,  in  which  case 

care  or 
capture  her. 


was  to  take  care  of  her,  and  I  felt  the  same  abihty  to  destroy  or 


i 


Commander  Porter  desired  the  whole  credit,  and  said  she  wi 
his  special  prize,  and  he  woidd  therefore  take  or  destroy  her.  This 
arrung<'ment  was  accordingly  ma<le:  the  upper  licet  was  to  support 
the  hssex,  which,  together  with  Colonel  hllet  from  above  and  th« 
Sumti'T  from  below,  she  having  passed  down  with  the  lower  Heet., 
were  to  nm  at  the  ram,  and,  as  you  will  perceive  from  Khig-Oflicer 
Davis's  letter  of  the  evening  before  (copy  herewith  enclosed),  the  _ 
lower  fleet  were  to  have  no  share  in  the  affair  until  the  ram  waafl 
driven  ilown  io  us,  and  the  Sufuter  was  expe<U<'d  lo  "ch)  her  whole 
duty"  by  "ramming"  the  Arkansas.  Thus  I  fully  impressed,  ver- 
balfy,  upon  Captain  Krhen,  and  told  him  to  take  his  station  at  the 
point  above,  reatlv  to  attack  as  soon  as  the  Essex  made  her  apm-ar- 
ance.  but  he  faded  to  lake  his  part,  and  never  gave  me  any  explana- 
tion. He  may,  however,  have  rendered  some  account  to  hia  com- 
manding officer.  The  Department  will  hear  in  mind  that  the  txtm 
in  the  river  prevented  us  from  seeing  anything  imtil  the  Esnex 
reached  the  ram,  and  that  we  were  also  unable  t^  see  how  far  the 
upper  fleet  was  assi.sting  in  the  attack.  We  saw  the  KuBex  run  in 
and  dehver  her  fire  at  the  ram,  but  could  not  tell  that  the  Essex 
was  ashore,  for  the  smoke  from  the  forts  obscnretl  both  vessels  until 
we  saw  Estt(x  instead  of  the  Arkansas  stamUng  <lown  the  river.  The 
lime  occupied  from  the  firing  of  tlie  first  sh<it  until  the  Erscx  rounded 
to  alongside  of  us  was  forty-nine  minutes.  The  Esufx.  although  she 
passed  through  a  perfp<'t  shower  of  sh(»t.  and  shell,  wns  struck, 
as  I  could  perceive,  oidy  throe  times,  and  Itad  1  man  killed. 


as  far  I 
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(The  published  report  of  Commoilorf  Poller  (hei-Pto  upfwnded) 
1  R  miw(  t'x(r«or<Uiiury  document.  All  our  veBsels  woro  uiuK»r\%'fty 
nJ  readv  to  u^sLst.  Iiad  I  suppouHl  it  necessury.  That  Commodore 
forNT  wTshod  rlie  wliole  credit,  and  would  only  dosirf  our  Assiatanoe 
D  ciusr  of  urjjpnt  nivessity,  wa,s  fiilly  shown  by  his  orders  hi  the  liiiai 
iUfk  on  the  Arkansas.  When  I  i-eprimanded  the  commanders  of 
■y  ?:unboata  for  not  attAcking  the  Arkan^fas,  they  informed  ine  that 
^nunodore  Porter  sent  them  oack,  and  said  he  only  wished  them  to 
wilJiin  supporting  dislanc*,  but  did  not  wish"  them  to  attack 
?  Arkantias. 

I  do  not  object  to  Commodore  Porter's  desire  to  win  Iiis  promotion, 
L/ortiie  exploits  of  my  brother  ofhcers  always  give  me  pleasure,  hut 
Tdo  object  to  his  throwing  any  sliare  of  his  failure  on  me,  when  I  feel 
^  i*iired  that  it  was  caused  by  the  unman ageubleuess  of  his  veasol, 
*m  he  himself  a(*knowledged  to  me,  both  at  the  time  and  Bince,  at 
Biioii  Rnuw. 
Hoping  tni.s  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the  DopDrtment,  I  am, 
Vety  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FABRA-aCT, 
Rear- Admiral .  Comdg.  West  Gull  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  OiDEox  Welx£s, 

Secretary  o]  tlte  Navy. 


Iifaiff  FUg-OSeer  Dtvu,  V.  8.  Ravy,  rogkrding  Ui«  propoied  withdrawal  of  the  foroet 
from  Vtckaborg,  and  statiag  bia  r«aioni  for  tho  aami). 

Flao-Steamer  Benton, 

IhUna,  Au^M  ! ,  1862.  >*" 

Sir:  In  my  last  commimication,  dated  July  25,  and  written  from 
the  anchoraEe  above  Vicksbui-g,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depart- 
ment that  Klag-Officer  Farragut  and  Brigadier-Grncral  Williams  had 
pMie  down  the  river,  the  forces  of  the  latter  being  prostrated  by 
nrkness. 

The  departure  of  General  Williams  rendered  it  necessary  that  I 
should  abandon  the  poftition  T  then  held,  berauae  it  save  the  enemy 
DDSBecsiion  of  the  iK>int  from  the  canal  do;^^!.  Tn  making  this  cuim), 
General  Williams  used  it  as  a  means  of  defense  by  constnicting  a 
continued  breastwork  and  rifle  pit  on  the  lower  liorner,  and  an  anjjle 
on  the  upper  border  to  eniila<le  the  canal  where  it  was  crossed  by  tlie 
levee. 

TTiis  levee,  distinguished  ns  the  now  lovee,  formed  in  itself  a  con- 
venieot  breastwork.  It  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  hospital,  com- 
missary, ordnance  boats,  coal  and  ice  barge.*?,  miiil  boat*,  etc.,  to  lie 
at  the  Dank.  I  therefore  moved  up  with  my  whole  command  to  tlie 
month  of  the  Yaziw. 

When  I  Hcnt  llic  Sumter  and  Ftisex  below  the  batteries,  I  waa  pre- 
d  for  Flag-Oiiicer  Farrajjut's  leaving,  but  I  had  no  idea  that 

iner&l  WiUiam^  intended  to  abandon  his  position.     I  expected  to 

.iTitain   uninterrupted  communication   with   these   vessels   across 

the  neck,  and  eraplov  tliein  in  blockading  the  town  from  below. 
But  now.  the  army  having  gone,  these  vessels  must  ^o  to  Baton 
Rouge  or  New  Orleans  for  their  supplies,  and  are  permanently  sepa- 
rated fn>m  my  command.  ^ 
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In  my  dispalch  <>r  the  23ii  ultimo  I  infornuMl  tlio  l)o|^iArtincnt  Otot 
Hpveral  of  our  mail  l>oiit«  from  Cairo  had  been  fired  into,  ftn*l  itiie 
sunk.     It  now  uppears  that  the  eommunications  in  my  rear  werci 
scritmsly  thrfaltMie<l  tlmt  they  coiild  only  he  kept  open  hy  gunt>oaU^I 
and  the  three  light  ant!  fleet  gunboats  are  all  undei^oing  repairs   * 
Cairo. 

[nfonnation  of  a  reliable  and  circumstantial  eJiaracieir  came  la  J 
nn'  thai  wagons,  etc.,  had  been  called  in  to  transiwrt  g^ins  from  tlicj 
Yazoo  to  the  vicinity  of  Islands  No.  92  and  [No.|  94.  I  learn  fromj 
the  captain.-i  of  the  niiul  boats  lliat  flyine  artillery  had  been  tak^Jii 
from  bunk  to  bank  on  tlie  great  bends  of  the  river,  and  used  twic*0Ql 
the  same  ve.sH<d.  Ijit^ht  ^ms  and  muskets  in  the  hands  of  ^uerrtllt  | 
bands  had  been  lireo  into  our  unarmed  vessels  from  several  point 
between  Carolina  Landing  and  Gaines  Iianding.  The  same  thing  ii| 
said  to  luive  occurred  near  Naixdeon.  Thus  my  supplies,  as  well 
as  mails,  were  cut  off,  tmless  sent  under  convoy. 

We  have  been   repeatedly  tokl   that  General  Price  was  croaair 
from  Mississipin  into  Arkansas,   to  make  a  junction  with  Geneni 
liindman. 

I  have  already  spoken  in  a  previous  dispatch  of  the  alarming  extent 
to  which  the  efficiency  of  the  few  vessels  remaining  with  me  has  been 
reduced  by  the  endemic  fever,  and  also  transmitted  a  report  of  Ihfl 
surgeon  on  tliis  subject. 

Having  maturely  considered  all  the  circumstances  just  recited, 
determined  to  leave  Vicksburg,  where  my  own  force,  unaided  and 
vrr\'  much  encumbered,  could  be  of  no  further  service:  tfl  close  up* 
my  lines,  now  too  extended;  to  open  again  the  sources  of  comnni- 
niration  and  supply,  and  to  resume  my  conjunction  with  (he  army. 
Accordingly.  1  nave  moved  with  all  tlie  fleet  to  this  place,  where  1 
anchored  last  night  at  0  o'clock. 

But  I  wish  the  Department  particxilarly  to  understand  that  tli 
movement  does  not  involve  any  loss  of  control  over  the  river  below. 
Between  this  place  and  Virksburg  there  are  no  blutTs,  no  highlands 
suited  to  fortifications;  guns  can  only  be  mounted  on  the  level  bank, 
where,  t*)  be  sure,  the  levee  oft<m  serves  as  a  breastwork.     But  the, 
will  have  no  advantage  of  ";round,  and  can  be  easily  dislodged. 

Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  received  on  th 
20th  at  4  a.  m..  when  this  ship  was  opposite  Greenville.  Flag' 
Officer  FaiTagul  left  Vicksburg  on  tlie  24tli. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,very  respectfully  .your  most  obedient  senan 

C.  H.  Davis. 
Ffnff-Officer,  Oomdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of/ke  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


M 


[Tst<>(rriiti.I 


VicKSBtJRG,  Miss.,  July  15.  1862. 
We  engaged  to-day  from  6  to  8  a.  ra.  with  the  enemy's  fleet  abovi 
Vicksburg,  consisting  of  4  or  more  ironclad  vessels,  2  hea\'y  sloops 
war,  4  gunboats,  and  7  or  S  I'ams.     We  drove  one  ironclad  vesa 
ashore,  with  colors  down  and  disabled,  blew  up  a  ram,  burned  onoj 
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vessel,  and  damaged  several  others.  Our  smokestack  was  so  shot  to 
pieces  that  we  lost  steam  and  could  not  use  our  vessel  as  a  ram.  We 
were  otherwise  cut  up,  as  we  engaged  at  close  quarters. 

Loss,  10  killed;    15  wounded;  and  others  with  slight  wounds. 

Isaac  "N.  Brown, 
LieutcTiant,  Corn/matiding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallobt. 


[Tel^ram.] 

VicKSBUKO,  Jvly  16, 1862. 
All  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  lower  fleet,  except  sloop  of  war,  and 
all  transports  have  gotten  up  steam  and  are  off  to  set  out  of  way  of 
Arkansas.     One  mortar  boat,  disabled  and  aground,  is  now  burning 
up.  ^ 

Eabl  Van  Doen, 
Major-QeTierid. 
President  Davis. 


[Telegnm.) 


ViCKSBURfi,  Miss.,  July  15, 1862. 

(Received  16th.) 
Wilt  send  you  men  if  possible.  Will  let  you  know  in  a  day  or  two. 
Steamer  Arkansas  came  out  this  morning;  made  two  of  enemy's 
boats  strike  colors;  ran  the  gantlot  of  the  upper  fleet  of  twelve  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  is  now  safe  under  our  guns.  Will  attack  below  as 
soon  as  some  repairs  are  made. 

Eabl  Van  Dobn. 
General  Rcgoles. 


[Telegram.] 

VicKSBURG,  July  15,  1862. 
Arkansas,  under  cover  of  our  batteries,  ran  gloriously  through 
twelve  or  thirteen  rams,  gunboats,  and  sloops  of  war.  Ten  men 
killed  and  less  wounded.  Captain  Brown,  her  commander  and  hero, 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  head.  Smokestack  riddled;  otherwise 
not  materially  damaged.  Soon  he  repaired  and  then.  Ho!  for  New 
Orleans.  Two  of  the  enemy's  boats  ran  into  shore  to  keep  from 
sinking — struck  colors — many  killed  and  wounded.  Glorious  for 
the  Navy,  and  glorious  for  her  heroic  commander,  officers,  and  men. 
They  deserve  your  thanks. 

Earl.  Van  Dorn, 

Major-Oeneral. 
The  Pbesident. 


Bayi  t  of  Xigor-Oeneral  Van  Dorn,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  paiiage  of  tba  C.  8.  ran 

Arkanaai  throTigli  the  Federal  fleet. 

ViCKSBURG,  July  16,  1862. 
Enemy  opened  a!!  their  guns  and  mortars  last  evening  and  shelled 
tlie  city  and  batteries  until  alter  dark,  when  eight  of  their  vessels 
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of  war  passed  down  imdor  (ire  of  batteries  and  Arkan/nntt'  br 
\Vltat  aamajje  was  done  to  thc?tm  hav©  not  learned,  though  they  ' 
rcpcat^'dly  piercod  by  shot  of  heaviest  caUbor.  One  heav"\*  shot 
nusstvl  through  side  of  Arkansas,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  'I 
Tbis  was  ail  the  danin^e  donp  to  us.  with  exception  of  one  liouw 
burned  down  in  the  fity.  Our  tntops  Imve  contonint  for  Hoot  hiwI 
Imnibardment  and  await  coolly  for  troops  t+)  land.  The  Arhiu»utet 
the  admiration  of  all,  and  bor  daring  and  iioroir  act  has  inspired^ 
with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  She  is  now  being  repaired  and 
soon  be  ready  for  orders. 

Earl  Van  Dork, 

Major-Oenerai. 
President  Davis. 


Extract  from  Riohmoad  Dlip«toli,  July  IT.  lZ9i. 

VlcKftHi-RO.  Ju2y  IB. 
The  sloop  of  war  Arkansas,  under  cover  of  o»ir  batt^^ries.  ran  g^o-l 
rionslv  through  twelve  or  thirteen  (*f  the  enemy's  rants,  gunboats, 
and  stoops  of  war.     Our  toss  is  10  men  killed  and  1.5  wounded.     Cap- 
tain Brown,  her  commander  and  liero,  was  slightly  wounded  in  tue  i 
head. 

Smokestack  of  the  Arkamtas  U  riddled;  otherwise  she  is  not  male-  ' 
rially  damaged  and  can  soon  be  repaired. 

Two  of  the  enemy's  botits  struck  their  colors  and  ran  ashore  to  1 
keen  from  .sinking. 

Aiany  killed  and  wounded:   glorious  achievement  for  the  Navy, ^ 
her  beroic  commander,  oJhcers  and  men. 

One  mortar  boat,  disabled  and  aground,  is  now  burning  up. 
the  enemv's  transports  and  all  the  vessels  of  war  of  lower  fleet,  exce| 
a  sloop  of  war,  have  gotten  up  steam  and  are  off  to  escape  from 
Arkansas. 

Earl.  Van  Dorn, 
Major-Geiieral,  CommaruUng. 


t 


B«port  of  BTt9«di«r-0«a«rtl  Smith.  G.  8.  Ana;,  tnmimitting  report  of  Ll«at«iUDt  Bmra, ' 
C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8-  ram  Arkaniai. 

Heai>quartkr8  Third  District, 

Vicksburg,  July  25,  1883. 
Str:   I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to  hand 
pou  the  accompanying  communications  from  Captain  Brown,  of  thea 
!7.  8.  gunboat  Arkanwut.  ■ 

The  first  letter  refers  to  tbc  fight  in  the  Yazoo  River,  before  the 
ram  entered  the  Mis.si.ssippi.  where  she  encountered  the  whole  Yaukei* 
fleet. 

While  everything  connected  with  the  recent  trip  of  the  Arkan^tax 
from  Yazoo  City  to  thi.s  ]>ltt(ro  is  interesting  to  all  of  us,  it  is  also  due 
to  Captain  Brtiwnarul  his  brave  crew  that  this,  not  the  least  bi'iUian 
of  her  noble  exploits,  should  be  made  public. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GiRAULT, 

Assistant  AdjutaiU-Oenertd, 
[Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn.] 


liJ 
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(BDCloaUTM.) 

Steambr  Arkansas, 

Virk'shurf/,  Jnhj  t5,1S62. 

GKXieR.M.:  The  Hefiton,  or  whaU^vor  ironclad  timt  wu  disahloil,  was 

left  with  colors  dtiwn,  evidently  agi-ound  to  pi*event  sinkiiiy.  about 

rtnp  mile  and  a  half  above  the  mouth  of  tho  Ya7.oo  (in  Old  River), 

III  the  rij^lit-haiuJ  bank,  or  bank  across  fivui  Vi<'kal>urg. 

I  wish  It  to  he  rcineniln'rrd  lliut  we  whipped  this  vessel,  made  it 

nnuut  of  the  light  and  liaid  down  colors,  with  Iwn  h'ss  gnns  (ban 

'llk>y  [ia<l;   and  at  tlie  same  time  fitiigtit  two  rams,  whi<'h  were  lirin^ 

It  us  with  ^reat  euns  and  small  arms — tbis,  too,  witii  our  mitu^ella- 

nums  crew,  who  had  novor,  for  the  most  part,  been  on  board  a  ship 

,  or  at  big  ^uns. 

f  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>e<lient  servant, 

I.  N.  Browx, 
Lieutenant,  Commaiuling, 
fBriga<lier-Crt*neral  M.  I>.  Smith, 

Coiamandirtg  Defenses  at  Vicksburg. 


C.  S.  GrNBOAT  Arkansas, 

Viek-Hhurg.  July  M,  im.'. 

Sir:  I  b^  leave  herewith  to  send  a  list  of  names  of  the  killed  and 
Wounded  of  the  detachment  who  so  nobly  volunteerw!  from  the 
h)ti-es  of  your  command  on  June  last  to  aid  in  making  up  a  crow 
Itr  this  vessel,  to  wit: 

Kitled. — Jonn  Kane,  private,  Piukiiev's  Battaliun  Louisiana  Volun- 
teers; Charlew  Madden,  [irivate.  Clinch's  Battalion  Louisiana  Artil- 
Vry;  Henrr  Sliields,  Company  K,  Antonio  Fb)rez,  Company  G,  and 
D«niel  Sullivan,  Companv  A,  Twonty-eigbth  Louisiana  Volunteers. 
Total  killed,  5. 

Wounded. — William  Alexander,  private,  Clinch's  Battalion  Louis- 
iana Artillery;  Jolm  Sullivan,  piivate.  Clinch's  Battalion  Louisiana 
Artillery;  Thomas  Lynch,  sergeant,  Clinch's  Battalion  Louisiana 
ArtilJeiy;  Bernard  Martinez,  private,  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers. Total  wounded,  4. 
Total  killed  and  wounded,  0. 

I  reijret  the  loss  of  these  men  to  the  vessel  and  Ut  their  country. 
They  fought  well. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  N.  Brown, 
Cffmma/uier,  C\  S.  Navy. 
Brigadier-General  M.  h.  SMmi, 

C'omniartding  at  Viekshurg. 


ZxtnxA  from  rtport  of  th«  BecrtUr;  of  the  Navy  of  Ul9  CoDfed«raUi  StaUit  dated  Augnit 

18,  1862. 

Tlie  abaiidimment  of  Mempliis  rendered  the  completion  of  the 
inmclad  steamer  Tenjieasfe  impructi(-al)le,  but  the  work  npnn  the 
alooj>-of-war  ArkansfU!  beine  furtlier  advanced  she  was  iiMneA  \m 
the  Yazoo  aad  there  completed.     On  the  I4th  ll5lU\  dttj  oV  Ju\y 
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this  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Isaac  N.  Brown,  left 
her  position  in  the  Yazoo  for  Vicksbui^,  where  she  arrived  safely, 
after  an  engagement  of  several  hours  with  seventeen  of  the  enemfa 
ships.  Naval  historv  records  few  deeds  of  greater  heroism  or  \affier 
professional  ability  than  this  achievement  ofthe  Arkansas. 

Commander  Brown's  report  of  the  engagement,  marked  D,  is 
appended. 

Her  machinery  was  new,  and  sufficient  time  for  its  reliable  adjust- 
ment had  not  been  afforded  when  she  was  sent  to  cooperate  in  the 
attack  upon  Baton  llouge,  on  the  7th  instant.  On  the  following 
day,  in  the  face  of  a  greatly  superior  force,  when  within  5  miles  of  b« 
destination,  some  derangement  of  her  machinery  occurred  when  she 
was  at  once  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  and,  hopeless  d 
escape,  her  crew  destroyed  her. 


Beport  of  Lieatenant  Brown,  C.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  C.  B.  nun  Arkansmi,  ngftrdiay  ttt 
eicape  trom  the  Taioo  River. 

D.]  C.  S.  Gunboat  Arkansas, 

Vkksburg,  July  15,  [186^. 
Sib:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  late  order,  I 
descended  the  Yazoo  Uiver  last  night  to  near  tne  Slississippi  and 
this  morning  at  3  o'clock  continuea  on  for  that  stream.  At  6  a.  m. 
we  met  one  of  the  ironclad  gunboats  and  two  rams  ascending  the 
Yazoo  with  the  enemy's  flag  flying.  We  put  on  all  steam,  having 
then  100  pounds  in  steam  gauge,  and  stood  for  the  leading  ram,  the 
gunboat  being  in  rear.  The  rams  went  about  and  steamed  toward 
the  Mississippi  at  nmch  greater  speed  than  we  could  make.  Several 
shots  from  our  bow  guns  failed  to  stop  them.  The  gunboat  fdso 
turned  about  and  interposed  between  us  and  the  rams,  the  latter 
evidently  nianeuvering  to  get  in  our  rear.  This  we  prevented  and, 
though  the  gunboat  had  greater  speed  than  the  Arkansas,  we  soon, 
by  means  of  our  bow  guns,  equalized  that  matter.  We  then  came  up 
with  the  gimboat  and,  though  the  latter  by  running  inshore  prevented 
us  from  running  him  down,  we  coTnpletely  disabled  him  with  our  port 
broadside,  delivered  at  30  feet  distance,  with  guns  well  depressed. 
He  then  ran  aslioro  with  his  colors  down,  giving  us  no  more  trouble, 
and  we  left  him  hanging  on  to  the  willows.  All  this  time  the  two 
rams  were  firing  at  us.  I  had  tlie  misfortune  during  the  running 
fight  to  lose  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Shacklett,  our  Yazoo  River 
puot,  who  was  disabled  by  a  slight  contusion  in  the  head,  and  I 
feared  to  follow  the  disabled  vessel  (which  carried  two  more  guns 
than  the  Arkansas)  so  near  the  shore,  otherwise  he  might  have  Been 
destroyed.  We  heard  no  more  of  him.  We  then  followed  the  rams 
into  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  where  wo  found  a  large  fleet,  including 
four  or  five  ironclad  gunboats,  two  heavy  sloops  of  war,  three  or 
four  other  gunboats— they  were  too  numerous  to  count — and  seven 
rams  in  order  of  battle.  We  stood  for  them,  fought  them,  ran  by 
them  at  pistol-shot  distance,  blew  up  one  of  the  rams,  and.  I  think, 
did  much  injury  to  various  other  vessels  of  the  fleet.  All  tnis  lasted 
about  two  hours,  though  we  were  not  so  long  with  the  crowd  in  the 
Mississippi.     Since  coming  down  to  tliis  place,  I  learn  that  one  or 
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more  of  the  enemy's  vessels  have  been  consumed  from  the  effect, 
perhaps,  of  our  shells.  I  believe  that  we  accomplished  all  that  was 
possible  under  the  circumstances.  All  the  officers  behaved  with 
^reat  coolness.  The  gratifying  results  of  the  fight  must  be  attributed 
in  great  part  to  the  excellent  arrangements  of  the  executive  officer  of 
the  Arkansas,  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Stevens. 

I  regret  that  one  of  our  pilots,  Mr.  John  G.  Hodgea,  was  seriously 
wounoed  early  in  the  fight.  Mr.  J.  L.  Brady,  another  one  of  our 
pilots,  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  so  did  Mr.  Gilmer,  also 
a  MissLisippi  River  pilot.  They  are  all  brave  men  and  true,  and  I 
include  in  this  merited  praise  the  two  wounded  ones,  Messrs. 
Hodges  and  Shacklett. 

Our  men  behaved  well,  as  the  result  of  the  fight  with  the  boats  in 
the  Yazoo  and  on  the  Mississippi  very  plainly  showed. 

We  are  much  cut  up,  our  pilot  house  mashed,  and  some  ugly 
places  through  our  armor. 

I  regret  to  add  that  we  lost  10  men  killed  and  15  wounded,  besides 
some  slight  wounds  among  the  officers.  Lieutenant  George  W. 
Gift,  Midshipman  C.  W.  Tyler,  and  Master's  mate  J.  A.  Wilson  being 
among  these. 

I  must  repair  pilot  house  and  smokestack  before  going  far  from 
here,  if  possible.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  owing  to  our  smokestack 
being  shot  to  pieces  we  could  not  keep  up  steam.  We  came  out  of 
the  fight  with  30  pounds  only  in  the  gauge.  All  the  enemy's  vessels 
that  were  underway  near  us  seemed  to  oe  superior  to  us  in  speed. 
On  this  account  our  supposed  power  as  a  ram  was  of  no  use. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

I.  N.  Brown. 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  F.  Lynch, 

Commanding,  etc,,  Yazoo  River. 


KapoTt  of  Lientonuit  Brown,  G.  8.  Ravy,  eommanding  C.  8.  run  Arkuuu,  giving  liit  of 

OMnaltlei. 

C.  S.  S.  Arkansas. 
At  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  sad  duty  to-day  to  fiu^ish  you  with  a  report  of 
the  names  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  killed  and  wounded  in  our 
three  actions  of  yesterday  with  the  enemy's  fleet  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  to  wit: 

Killed. — William  Perry,  captain  of  forecastle;  Charles  Lewis,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  Henry  iKinn,  ordinary  seaman;  Private  Jolm  Kane, 
Pinkney's  Louisiana  Volunteers;  Pnvate  Charles  Madden,  Clinch's 
Battalion  Artillery;  Private  Henry  Shields,  Twenty-ei^th  Louisiana 
Volunteers,  Company  E;  Private  Antonio  Florez,  Twenty-eighth 
Louisiana  Volunteers,  Company  G;  Private  Danl.  Sullivan,  Twenty- 
eighth  Loiusiana  Volimteers,  Company  A;  Pnvate  A.  J.  Blankenship, 
Missouri  Volunteers,  Company  D;  Pnvate  Stephen  Murton,  Missouri 
Volunteers;  Edward  Cusick,  fireman;  and  William  Gilmore,  pilot, 
from  Jon^ville,  Ky.  These  two  last  named  fell  in  the  action  with 
the  enemy's  fleet  as  they  passed  us  at  Vicksburg  after  the  morning 
conflicts. 
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Tho  foUowing-namod  men  and  ofiirera  were  wounded,  to  wil: 
John   Kelly,  scumaD;  James  Anderson,  (*(K;kswaiu:  John  Pledjjp, 
ordinary    seiiiiiaii:    Patrick    Nurton.    landsman:    Nioho!a,s    DuvLn 
seaman;    PeU'r  C'liulfield.  coal  heaver:    William  Alexander,  privalr. 
fn^m    C'linfli's    Battalion.    I»uisiana    Volunteers;     Edward    Long, 
ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  Lymdi,  sergeant.  Irom  Ciim-'h's  UatUlidO,  I 
Louisiana  Volunteers;  John  Sullivan,  jmvate,  from  CUiuh's  BatUiI-l 
inn,  Louisiana  Volunteers;  Bernard  Martinez,  private,  Tweuly-eigbtlil 
Louisiana  Volunleei-j*,  Company  E;  Felix  Thomure.  private,  ilisBauril 
Volunteers.  Company  B.  lost  a  leg— since  dead;  John  Snider,  private,  j 
>uri  Volunteers,  Company  B,  last  an  arm — since  dead;    C.  D.J 
,  corporal.  Missouri   Vukmteers,  Company  B;    Berrv  Wal^unJ 
private,  Xlissouri  Volunteers,  Company  B;   Thomas  Senere,  imvatej 
Missouri    Volunteers,    Company    C;     Second     .Vsaistant     Lugiuwr 
Covert,  slightly  in  face:  Master's  Mate  Wilson,  stunned  and  sUghllyl 
contused;    Midsliipraan  Tyler,  slieihtly  stunned;   Mr.  Pilot  Hudges,! 
mortally  in  head;  Mr.  Pdol  Shacklett,  slightly  in  head;  Lieutenant] 
Geon^e "W.  Gift,  C.  S.   Navy,  arm  and  shoulder;  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  Jackson,  slightly  bruised. 

Kfcapitulaiimi. — Killed,    12;    badlv   wounded,   3;    wounded,    I5.j 
Total.  liO. 

Very  res|>e<;tfuUy, 

L  N.  Bkown, 
lAfuUnani,  Commamliitg  Arkatuiat. 
Flag-Officer  Wm.  F.  Lynch, 

Commanding},  etc.,  Mississippi  and  Yazoo  Rivera. 


_  Bepgrt  of  Liantanant  Brown,   C.  B.  Rnvy,  commanding  0.  B.  rsm  ArkaniBi,   rega 
cKJualtlH  daring  the  engagement  cf  July  88,  1008. 

C.  S.  S.  Arkansas. 

V'iclcshur<j,  July  23,  186S. 
Sir:   I  have  to'perform  the  sad  duty  of  suhmitting  to  you  a  report 
of  the  names  of  the   brave  men  who  fell  yesterday,  combating  for 
their  country,  in  action  with  the  enemy's  ironclad  gunhoal   hsscr-^ 
of  14  p:uns,  assisted  by  a  ram,  name  unkno^%'n,  to  wit:  h 

KUTfd.  —  Kriincis  1  farter,  captain  hold;    Sanniel  Meaton.  oflicer'al 
steward;  K.  Rankin,  stMunaii;  John  Thorhell,  fireman;  WiUiam  Dills. 
vtdnnU'er  fnmi  Third  Kentucky  Regiment;  W.  Woodward,  v<.ilunteer 
from  Third  Kentucky  Regiment — 6.  fl 

Woumltd.     Oaniel    Clifford,    seaman;     Charles    Hardee,    ol^icer'sV 
steward;    Arnold  Beecher,  ordinary  seaman;    Ueiuy  Evans,  volun- 
teer from  Army;  J.  R.  HiU,  volunteer  from  Army;  John  Johnson,j 
sei^eant,  Louismna  Volunteers,  badly — 6. 
I  am,  very  i-espectfully, 

L  N.  Brown, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Flag-Oflicer  Wm.  F.  Lynch. 

CoinrtMnding,  etc. 


^ 
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|f|«t  vt  LiAVtciunt  BroTn,  C.  8.  Vftvy,  commuidlng  C.  8.  ram   Arksnaas,  commending 
th»  coodDOt  of  Lieateoant  H.  K.  StoTonB.  C.  8.  Kuvy- 

C.  8.  .S.  Arkansas, 

Vkl-shurif,  July  33,  IH6S. 
>«:  In  the  four  different  acttuns  which  this  vossol  lias  hncl  with 
IP  enemy.  Lieulenimt  H.  K.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Nnvy.  executive  oHieer, 
has  iH'Imved  with  the  utmost  zeal,  cournge,  iind  enhniiess,  I  say 
ihiN  inurh  of  hJni.  not  in  diaparaepment  of  others,  hecause  every 
oDicer  of  tlii*)  vessel  has  behaved  well.  Ijieutenuut  Stevens,  however, 
hut  bad  much  hHiHier  work  to  do  than  any  other  oflieor  on  hoaid, 
ukI  he  has  dune  it  well,  i  think  that,  preeniineutlv,  \\^  deserves 
protnution  for  his  exertions  in  preparuig  for  and  while  enj^aged  in 
lAltle. 

I  am.  resiwetfuUy, 

JBAAc  X.  Brown. 

ComviaTiding  Arkanstas. 
Flag-Ofric-or  Wm.  F.  Ltnch. 

Comtntiiuiiug  C.  S.  Nmxii  Forces  on  MiaitisHippi  and  Tazoo. 


StMrftl  order  of  th»  tacretanr  of  War  of  the  Confederate  Statei  regarding  the  defenie  of 
Tloktbnrg  and  operatioiu  of  C  S.  ram  Arkaasas. 

fiFNERAL  ORDERS,  \  WaR   PePARTMKST, 

V  Aixrr.  and  Insp.  (Ikn's  Offick. 

Xo.  51.  )  Richmond,  July  22,  1862. 

The  successful  defense  of  Vicksbui^  against  the  mortar  fleet  of 

llip  enemy  hy  Major-Cleneral  Van  Dom  am!   the  officefH  and   men 

Under  his  command  entitles  them  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country, 

the  tbauks  of  the  Govermnent,  and  the  admiration  of  the  Army.     iJy  . 

tJieir  galJantrv  and  good  conduct  they  have  not  only  saved   the 

city  int-rustA'<r  to  them,  hut  thev  have  shown  that  hondmnlnient.8 

of  eilii'w,  if   hravelv  n'sist^d,  achieve  nothing  for  the  enemy,  and 

onlv  serve  to  unveil  his  malice  arid  the  hy]K>criRy  of  his  prct^inded 

wish  to  rejitort*  tlie  Union.     The  world  now  wies  that  his  mission  is 

one  of  destruction,  not  reatoration. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Confederat* 
ste«raer  Arkatuui^,  by  their  heroic  attu<-k  upon  the  Federal  fleet 
Ijefori'  Vicksl)urg  ei^ualed  the  highest  recorded  examples  of  courage 
and  skill.  They  prove  lluti,  tlie  Navy,  when  it  regains  its  proper 
element,  will  be  one  4)f  the  chief  bulwarks  of  national  defense,  and 
LhaL  it  is  entitled  to  a  high  place  in  the  contidenee  and  affection  of 
the  ojunlry. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S,  C'<K)PER, 

Adjniant  and  Inspecior-Oeneral. 


Jitnt  iMolotioB  of  thanks  to  Lieatanant  Brovn  and  aU  ander  lila  command. 

Iie*olved  by  the  Confess  of  (he  Conjederaif  Siatea  of  America,  That 
ihanlu  (if  Congress  are  hereby  cordially  tendere^I  to  Lieuteiiaut 
ic  K.  Brown,  and  all  under  his  command,  for  their  sigi\al  exlu- 
bitum  of  akiU  and  g&ilHutty  on  the  fourteenth  day  ot  i\A"^  \d&\,^ 
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on  the  Mississippi  River,  near  Vicksburg,  in  the  brilliant  and  suc- 
cessful engagement  of  the  sloop  of  war  Arlcanaas  with  the  enemj'B 
fleet. 

Approved,  October  2,  1862, 


Seport  of  Captain  Hoole,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  a  detail  of  artilleriiti  for  lerrloe  n  Ai 

C.  8.  ram  Arkaniae. 

Camp  of  the  Hudson  Battery, 

Near  Vwhshurg,  Miss.,  July  16,  1862. 
Sra:  I  received  a  circular  of  date  July  15  calling  for  volunteers  to 
go  on  board  ttie  Arkansas  to  attack  the  fleet  below,  said  volunteers 
to  be  seamen  or  artillerists,  and  to  report  immediately  to  brigade 
headquarters.  The  cin^ular  was  immeaiately  published  to  the  com- 
pany, and  13  (all  artillerists)  volunteered.  I  immediately  reported 
to  brigade  headquarters,  and  was  referred  to  General  Van  Dom, 
who  referred  me  to  General  Breckinridge  and  Lieutenant  Brown.  I 
dispatched  a  man  to  General  Breckinridge's  headquarters  and  was 
there  referred  to  Lieutenant  Brown.  He  did  not  see  Genera  Bredt- 
inridge.  I  then  attempted  to  go  to  the  river,  but,  having  no  pass- 
port, I  did  not  succeed  in  passing  through  the  lines,  and  was  obliged 
to  return  to  camp  with  my  men  without  accomplishing  anything. 
Respectfully, 

James  L.  Hoole, 
Captain  Hudson  Baitery. 
Captain  G.  W.  McCaw^ley, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Brigade, 

Breckinridge's  Division. 

[Endorsement.] 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  I  had  a  detail  here  last  night,  but 
they  could  not  get  to  the  boat.  The  commanding  officer  returned 
this  morning  to  make  further  ( ffort  to  get  on  the  boat.  He  obtained 
a  pass  from  this  officer  tliis  morning  to  visit  the  boat  to  sec  Lieutenant 
Brown,  in  order  to  get  him  to  accept  his  detail,  and  seemed  exceed- 
ingly anxious  on  the  subject.  So  the  men  who  went  on  the  Arkansas 
last  evening  and  came  asliore  this  morning  can  not  be  the  detail  made 
from  this  command. 
Resi)ectfully, 

B.  H.  Helm, 
Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Col.  John  T.  Pickett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Beport  of  Colonel  Statliam,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  detail  of  artilleriita  on  board  tho 

C.  8.  ram  Arkaniai. 

Hdqbs.  Fourth  Brigade,  Breckinridge's  Division, 

July  17,  1862. 
Sir:  After  making  examination,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  lieutenant  and  men  who  volunteered  and  went  on  board  the 
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Mhtmas  arr  thcro  yet.  and  have  not  been  on  shore  with  the  purpose 
of  leaving  llio  ImhiI.  The  lieutenant  is  <listres9od  that  such  a  report 
conctfiUDg  him  should  huve  heen  made.  Direction:!*  wilJ  he  given  lo 
tittm  lo  remain  until  otherwise  oi-dered  frt>ni  your  head<{uarters  or 
byOaplAiii  Brown.  If  any  of  the  men  shouhl  leave  without  orders,' 
U)  avoid  the  service,  they  will  be  arrestetl  and  punished  and  others 
iwit  in  their  stead. 

I  make  this  report  at  the  request  of  Colonel  |M^  S.]  Statham,  who 
luu  now  a  hot  fever. 

The  sL\  volunteer  frrenieTi  called  for  <»n  yesterday  were  sent  to  the 
Ari^cnsan  last  evening. 

I  remain,  respectifutly, 

Harry  I.  Thoiinton. 
Acting  Aaaistanl  Adjutant-Otntrai. 
Major  Pickett, 

Aasistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Ifport  of  Brigadier -Oenenl  Pre«t«a.  C.  B.  Army,  traaimittuig  report  of  the  officer  eora- 
■andJDg  deUil  of  artiUeriiti  tiut  kuiiud  oa  board  the  C.  8.  ram  Arkuuai. 

HiKjits.  TuiKD  Briqaj>b,  Bheckixrii>ge's  Drvisiox, 

Near  Vickslmrtj,  Juhj  tH,  186£. 

Major:  In  confonnity  with  your  order,  I  made  the  requisite 
eiKiiiin'  in  relation  to  the  volunteeis  in  my  command  who  aiv  alleged 
to  fiHve  left  the  ram  Ark-apmis  on  the  16th  instant  without  uuthunty. 

Lieutenant  Mathews,  a  gallant  and  meritoriuUH  oiiker.  volunteered 
ass  priviite  for  the  service,  took  charge  of  the  detail,  and  served  with 
It  on  board  the  vessel  during  the  engagement.  Tie  left  tlie  vessel 
with  the  i>ermission  of  Captain  Brown,  and  with  thanks  for  the  serv- 
ice he  had  rendered.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Mathews*  note  as  a  part 
of  this  report. 

I  trust  and  believe  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  charge  on  wliich 
your  order  is  based.  In  making  the  enquirj',  I  lind  no  cause  to  arrest 
or  reprinuuid  Lieutenant  Mallu'ws,  hut.  on  the  contrary,  deem  that 
lie  dej*er%e»  thanks  for  Ins  gallantry  and  service. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, ' 

W.  Preston, 
Brigadier-Oen^ral,  Commanding. 

lajor  John  T.  Pickett, 

AffHtstant  Adjuiant-Ortwral 

[Rnclosam.] 

TTdqrs.  Gracey's  (Cobb's)  Battery,  July  77,  1862. 
General:  In  reply  to  your  enquiries  concerning  the  volunteers 
from  oiu'  batter>'  *'  to  aasist  in  lighting  the  ram  Arkansas'^  against  the 
lower  rteet,  I  remirt  as  loHows:  On  the  ISth  instant,  about  4  p.  m.. 
LieutcnatU  |\V.P.]  Wallace,  of  your  staff,  came  to  our  battery  ana 
Mated  that  vou  desired  12  voltniteers  from  your  brigiide  to  hll  the 
places  of  the  wounded  and  dead  in  the  crew  of  the  ram.  Twelve 
mendM^jx  «if  the  Imtiery.  besides  mvself,  immediately  vi^luntcered  to 

J;o,  but  our  commanding  officer,  refusing  to  permit  so  many  of  us  to 
.'Ave,  as  it  woiUd  reduce  the  streugth  of  his  batter^',  rcsortci  to  a 
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ballot  to  see  who  the  lucky  ones  might  be,  which  res  Ited  as  follows: 
Sergeant  James  Brindley,  corporal  John  Leonard,  privates  Benjamin 
[G.]  Moore,  Daniel  Black,  and  Charley  Thornton,  and  sergeant 
T.  Watts.  As  soon  as  the  volunteers  were  ready  to  move,  whjch  was 
about  five  minutes  after,  I  took  the  men  and  reporte  myself , and 
command  to  Captain  Brown,  of  the  ram,  as  being  a  portion  of  the 
number  required  of  your  brigade.  Captain  Brown  immediately 
assigned  us  to  a  gun.  I  stated  to  Captain  Brown  that  we  had  como 
to  assist  him  to  fight  the  lower  fleet  that  evening,  and  that  as  my 
whole  experience  in  artillery  was  confined  to  light  fieldpieces,  except 
what  I  had  learned  from  the  morning  engagement  with  the  enemy's 
boats,  would  prefer  that  he  would  place  some  oflicer  in  chaige  tliat 
had  more  experience,  &nd  I  would  fight  as  a  private;  which  was  done, 
as  he  placed  Midshipman  [D.  M.]  Scale-s  in  chaige.  We  worked  the 
gun  throughout  the  engagement  to  the  best  of  our  abilities.  After 
the  engagement  was  over,  I  asked  the  first  lieutenant  if  they  needed 
our  services  any  more.  He  conducted  me  to  Captain  Brown,  who 
stated  that  he  had  no  further  use  for  us,  and  that  he  was  very  grateful 
for  our  services,  and  that  we  could  return  to  our  camp.  I  asked 
him  then  for  the  countersi^;  he  did  not  have  it.  I  asked  General 
Breckinridge's  son  for  it,  who  was  standing  by  during  my  conversa- 
tion with  Gkptain  Brown;  he  not  having  it,  was  compelled  to  stay  in 
town  until  morning,  when  we  returned  to  our  battery.  These  are 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  our  ac|uatic  expedition,  and 
trust  they  are  of  such  a  character  as  will  relieve  your  mind  of  any 
impression  you  may  have  received  of  myself  or  any  of  those  under  my 
command  acting  in  any  way  except  as  Kentuckians  have  always  and 
will  continue  to  act  before  the  enemy,  whether  on  land  or  water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Mathews, 
First  Lieutenant  Cobb's  Battery, 

Brigadier-General  W.  Preston. 


[TeleKTam.] 

Richmond,  Va..  July  22,  1862. 
Captain  Brown  of  the  Arkansas,  requires  boatmen,  and  reports 
himself  doomed  to  inactivity  by  the  inability  to  get  them.  We  nave 
a  large  class  of  river  boatmen  and  .some  ordinary  seamen  on  our  Gulf 
coast  who  must  be  now  unemployed.  Can  you  not  help  Captain 
Brown  to  get  an  adequate  crewi 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Governor  John  J.  Pettus, 

Jackson,  Miss. 


[Tftlf^mm.l 

VicKSBURQ,  July  22,  1862. 
An  attempt  made  this  morning  by  two  ironclad  rams  to  sink  the 
Arkansa^s.    The  failure  so  complete  that  it  was  almost  ridiculous. 
Severaj  men  were,  however,  killed  by  a  shot  entering  one  of  her 
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poH«     Canal  will  hv  a  failure.     Nothing  can  be  accomplished  bj 
1 1  unless  they  bring  overwhelming  numbers  of  troops.     This 

jij  r[iticipate(l. 

Earl  Van  Dorn, 

M  ajor-Otnend. 
The  Pkesujent. 


(TeleBTaiu-l 

ViCKSBURG.  July  24, 1862.     (Received  25th.) 
The  whole  of  th»»  lower  fleet  and  all  the  troops  have  disappeared 
liottn  the  Hver.     The  upper  (leet  in  movement,  but  still  at  anchorage. 
Rao  one  transport  ashore  above  with  light  l)atlerj^  and  burned  her. 
MaU  taken  witn  interesting  accounts  of  the  Arl-avm^. 

Earl  Van  Dobn, 

M  ajor-GeTieral, 
President  Davis. 

Order  of  tlag-fyifirrr  Farraqni,  U .  xS.  IVatyy,  to  Captain  Morris,  U,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  movemrnln  oj  U.  S.  S.  Kenmnginn. 

IT.  S.  FLAQSHrp  Hartford, 
Belmv  Vicksburn.  July  tS.  18^2. 
Sir:  You  will  send  the  KtmnngUm  to  SJiip  Island,  to  water  tho 
VMt»els  stationed,  and  will  also  direct  her  to  proceed  to  Mobile  and 
along  the  coast  for  the  same  purpose,  if  necessary. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

•0.  (J.  Farraottt, 
Flag-O^cer,  Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Captain  H.  W.  Morris. 

Cofumaiiding  Naval  Forces  off  New  Orleans. 


Lftirr  Jrtnn  thr  Stcretary  oj  Sfate  t/t  the  Secretartj  of  War.  transmitting 
extract  of  letter  touehijig  the  immediate  occupatum  of  Tejtas. 

Department  or  State, 
Wa4tkington,  Jiily  18,  1862. 
Sib:  With  reference  to  the  communications  which  have  from  time 
to  time  be<?n  addivssed  to  you  by  thia  Department,  suggesting  a 
mitilary  ix:cupiitinn  of  Texas  in  thr  neigliborhood  of  Hrt>wusvnie, 
I  have  tlie  hotior  lo  encloso  extracts  fniin  a  private  letter  of  ('harles 
Hunter,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgftmcry,  blockading  the 
month  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiLUAH  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Bnoloflan.] 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 
Off  tlie  Rio  Grtind*.  .huw  16,  1863. 

The  poor  refugees  still  come  to  us,  one.  two,  or  three  eacVv  dfc^'. 
Thoy  ffce  for  their  lives,  leaving  everything.     Oue  mati  c«t.\sve  oti 
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hniini  yostoniay  wlio  was  pursued.  IIo  pUingod  in  and  swam  acr 
Iht*  Kio  Grande.  Initr  was  shot  at  several  times.  Another,  iH'Iongina 
to  the  Texan  army,  got  leave  for  six  days  to  eo  into  Mexico  to  col- 
lect a  debt.  He  showed  mo  Ids  pass.  I  saia  to  him,  "WcU,  yourl 
time  is  up  in  two  days  and  I  suppose  that  you  will  wish  to  go  ijack, 
as  yon  nnist  have  come  merely  to  pay  ua  a  visit."  He  looked  up 
at  our  Hay;  and  witli  teai-s  in  liis  eyes  said.  "Oh!  no,  sir;  thank  dm 
I  am  under  the  dear  old  Hag  again."  We  have  about  40  on  boanl 
now,  and  they  are  us  happy  as  they  can  Im-.  Between  70  and  SO  othem 
left  in  the  fiensiv^n,  *  *  ^  'W'e  have  on  board  three  I'nion 
gentlemen  from  Texas,  men  of  influence:  one  is  a  judge,  another  a 
celebrated  lawyer,  and  the  other  an  influential  politician.  They  are 
going  to  Washington  to  see  the  President  and  suggest  the  immedi- 
ate occupation  of  Texas. 

There  is  a  largo  number  of  I'mon  men  in  the  Slate  who  only  want 
arms  and  protection  to  organize  themselves  and  drive  the  seces- 

sionistd  out. 

*  *  w  «  *  *  * 


d  norui 


Ord.fr  of  flaff-O^rrr  Fnrm^ui,  U.  S.  JVnwj,  to  Command/r  })f  Camp, 
U.  S.  Navij,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon,  to  proceed  noru 
vnth  that  vessel. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Bfioxv  I'icksburg,  July  17,  ll 
Sir:  You  willtake  t!»e  U.  S.  gunboat  Winorm  in  tow  and  nr 
with  her  to  New  Orleans,  from  whence,  owing  to  tlie  disubliMl  condi- 
tion of  your  vessel,  you  will  proceed  to  New  York  for  general  repairs, 
reporting  your  arrival  ill  writing  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Hoping  that  vou  may  soon  return  to  tliis  squadron  in  comtnaiid  { 
of  another  and  better  ve.ss<'l, 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

1).  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Ofjicer,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  John  De  Camp, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Gunboat  WissahicJcon,  below  Vicksburg. 


Report  of  Commander  Emmons,  V.  8,  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S. 
Hatteras,  regarding  the  intfrception  of  the  (  onfedrrate  irteamer  Indian 
No.  2,  from  Sabine  River,  July  19,  Jb'iU. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
New  Orleans,  September  — ,  i*ft?. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  K»th  of  July  I  inter- 
cepted the  rebel  steamer  Indian  J^'o.  2  on  her  way  from  the  Sabine  to 
Berwick  Bay.  botli  places  being  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels.  I 
found  on  l)oard  thi'  owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Mr.  E.  H.  Skaggs, 
who  produced  a  jmss  from  General  Butler.  (J^c  tlie  accompanying 
paper,  marked  A.)  ■ 

Having  previously  seen  this  steamer  running  up  and  down  the  ^ 
Sabine,  evidently  iii  the  rebel  employ;   not  being  satisfied  with  tlie 
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reasons  given  for  the  long  detention  in  t!ie  Sabine,  and  final  failure 
to  ol>tain  the  cattle  specified  in  the  pass;  and  having  suspicions  that 
Mr.  Skaggs  would  finally  fail  to  comply  with  tl»e  remaining  terms  of 
the  pass,  I  took  on  hoard  a  portion  of  his  cargo  (see  paper  B)  as 
a  guarantee  of  good  faith  On  nis  part  until  I  should  toucn  at  New 
Orleans  or  hear  further  from  him,  to  which  he  did  not  object,  but 
asked  that  I  would  give  him  a  receipt  for  what  I  took  out.  This  I 
gave,  simply  specifying  the  kind  and  quantity,  and  added  some  few 
fowls,  which  he  offered  to  send  on  board,  and  which  I  accepted,  upon 
the  condition  that  he  would  accept  in  return  some  ale  and  wine 
that  I  sent  him  from  my  own  stores. 

These  facts  I  reported  to  the  flag-officer  by  tlie  first  opportunity. 
A  few  days  subsoquentlj^  I  took  some  prisoners  out  of  Berwick  (see 
enclosed  affidavit  and  statement  marked  C  and  D),  whose  state- 
ments confirmed  my  previous  suspicions,  and  convinced  me  that  I 
had  used  proper  precaution,  and  that  these  provisions  were  now, 
beyond  doubt,  a  good  prize  to  the  Government;  and  I  made  arrange- 
ments to  reship  them  to  the  United  States  in  the  mail  steamer, 
when,  upon  my  arrival  here,  I  learned  to  my  surprise  that  Mr. 
Skaggs,  or  his  authorized  agent,  had  preceded  me  and  presented  a 
hill  of  sale  of  sundry  provisions  to  the  IL  S.  S.Hatteras  at  sea,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  $5,000,  which  the  flag-officer  had  paid,  under  the  impres- 
sion (I  am  told)  that  I  had  fallen  short  of  supplies,  and  evidently 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  narrated  in  my  letter  relating  to 
the  transaction. 

Thus  circumstanced,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  flag-officer,  I  con- 
sulted the  senior  naval  officer  here,  Captain  Moms,  who  agreed 
with  me  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  better  subserved  by  turning  all  but  the  flour  over 
to  the  Army  in  exchange  for  bread,  etc.,  which  I  am  in  want  of  and 
can  not  obtain  at  tliis  time  from  our  naval  stores,  or  sell  it  at  public 
sale,  retaining  the  flour,  which  is  another  portion  of  rations  required 
and  can  not  be  had  from  our  supplies  here. 

Finding  that  the  Army  would  not  take  these  provisions  (but  would 
furnish  to  me  bread  upon  requisition),  I  advertised  the  remainder  for 
sale  at  auction,  as  per  extract,  including  some  condemned  bread, 
and  the  accompanying  papers  furnish  the  result  of,  this  transaction, 
wliich  has  been  a  source  of  trouble  and  vexation  from  the  commence- 
ment and  a  loss  to  the  Government,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  a 
gain. 

I  trust  the  part  I  have  had  in  it  mav  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
Department,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  know  how  far  the  Army 
is  authorized  to  grant  passes  to  vessels  trading  with  rebels  to  and 
from  blockaded  ports. 

The  amount  received  I  have  transferred  over  to  the  senior  naval 
officer  here,  as  per  receipt  of  his  paymaster  attached. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[EndonemNit.] 

Seftbicber  9,  1862. 
In  forwarding  these  papers  to  the  Department,  I  would  respect- 
fully state  that  I  had  no  acknowledgment  from  Captain  Emmons 
of  his  having  taken  any  provisions  from  any  vessel  prior  to  having 
a  bill  presented  to  me  for  $5,000  for  provisions  furnished  the  Hatterwtj 
with  Captain  Emmons'  receipts  for  same,  as  I  then  supposed  by 
some  coal  vessel,  it  being  so  stated  to  me  by  Commodore  Morris. 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Rear-Admirdl,  Commanding  Weat  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[EDolomres.] 

A. 

Headquartees  Department  of  the  Gttlp,  MaySJ,  1862. 
Mr.  E.  U.  Skaggs  has  permission  to  bring  the  steamer  Indian  No.  2. 
from  the  mouth  of  Sabine  to  this  city  with  a  load  of  cattle  aiul 
provisions. 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Major-Otneral,  Oommanding, 

[Gndonement.] 

This  steamer  has  never  returned  here,  and  her  cargo  was  disposed 
of  among  the  rebels  as  certified  to. 

,  G.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 


B. 

Statement  of  cargo  found  on  board  st&imer  Indian  No.  t. 

75  hogsheads  bacon,  18  barrels  lard,  213  sacks  flour. 
Of  these  there  were  transferred  to  U.  S.  S.  Haiteras  22  hogsheads 
bacon,   16,549  pounds;  2  hogsheads  bacon   (say),   1,451   pounds — 
18,000  pounds  (no  marks) ;  18  barrels  lard,  20  sacks  flour. 

B.  KusH  Snider, 

Ship's  Steward. 
Approved. 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander. 


C. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
Blockading  ojf  Berwick,  July  29,  1862. 
I,  Edwu^  Hagan,  seaman,  and  now  a  prisoner  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Hatteras,  was  at  Berwick,  La.,  on  the  24th  of  this  month 
when  the  steamer  Indian  No.  2,  Skaggs,  arrived  there  and  remained 
at  the  railroad  depot  about  a  half  a  day,  during  which  she  landed 
a  portion  of  her  cargo  of  bacon  and  flour  (20  hogsneads  of  the  former 
and  100  sacks  of  the  latter),  which  was  sold  to  the  planters  there, 
as  I  understood,  for  30  cents  per  pound,  and  S15  per  sack.    From 
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wh*'nrf>  it  was  reported  slio  was  going  up  to  Kranklin.     I  hereby 
make*  oaili  to  The  aWovo  stuloin4>iit. 

Edm'aki)  Uaqan,  Sfuman. 
In  my  presence. 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Commander, 
\Vitni''Ss: 

Fennklu  J.  Mi'Grath. 

Acting  Master'fi  Mttte. 


D. 

The  master  of  the  prize  brig  Josephine,  John  Cummins,  who  lias  1)oen 
sent  !ii  Pliiiiulolphiu  in  the  prize,  i.s  well  Hi!quaint4>i]  with  the  owner. 
Ska^fT*.  of  llie  steamer  Indian  No.  4,  whom  he  met  at  Berwick,  and 
inr<irinc(t  me  that  he  (Skaj;;^s}  Wft.s  goin)^  from  Berwick  to  Attakiipas 
{f)n>noiince(l  hen^  Tueapaw')  to  diseharge  t!ie  remahwler  of  his  eargo 
»nd  take  in  a  cargo  of  sugar  for  the  Kcd  Kiver  toaplace  called  Wacni- 
uw  [OuacliitaJ. 

Geo.  F.  Emmox8. 

Vommandet. 


IT.  S.  S.  IlATTEnAS. 

&'.  IT.  /*«sfi  o/  iht  Afijt9issippl  H'nrr,  Ht'iilf.whfr  ^,  1862. 

Tliis  is  to  rertify  that,  I,  VVilliani  W.  Duvis,  laU*  master  of  the 

C«i»fetierate  schooner  Troy,  and  now  prize  to  the  U.  S.  propeller 

Kriixhujtun,  wati  at  the  Sahiue  Fass  lai*t  May.  when  the  Oiinfeaerate 

steamer  Indian  Xo.  2,  in  iharge  of  her  owner,  E.  H.  Skat^,  arrived 

tlu'r<»  with  a  load  ol  sugar  and  molasses  frtnn  Vermilion  Bay.  which 

she  »oM  up  the  river,  and  loft  to  run  the  hl<M'ka<le  ajjiiin  willi  a  cargo 

of  provisions,  ahout  the  17th  of  July,  having  a  Confederate  permit 

to  laml  her  provisions  among  the  planters  in  Louisiana  and  to  return. 

Mr.  Skaffi^s  is  a  professe<l  gambler  and  Mpeciilali>r,  as  well  a.s  u 

plnntt^r  in  Louisiana,  and,  I  believe,  lives  in  tlie  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Wm.  W.  Davis, 
LaU'  Master  Schooner  Tr&y. 
Sworn  to  in  my  presence. 

Gkci.  F.  Emmons, 

Convmandtr. 
_  Witness: 

Henry  Wri-sos, 

Lieutrnant. 


Navy  Departmen't,  Juhj  19,  ISGS. 
Detach  Commander  Lee  from  the  Oneida  with  orders  to  proceed 
ovcrliuad  with  all  dispatch  and  report  in  person  to  tlie  Department. 

GiUKON  Wkixks. 

Senriary  oj  tlte  Nai>ij. 
Flng-Oflicer  D,  G.  FAitHAfirr, 

Fm  Cairo, 


so 
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Report  of  Flag-Opcer  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navtft  regcriUng  the  prevalenee 
of  sickness  in  Iiis  commandy  and  of  proposed  atUtck  ufion  the  C,  S. 
ram  Arkansas. 

No.  147.]  U.  S.  FuvGBHiP  Hartford. 

Bfhw  Vid'sbiirff,  Juhj  20.  1863. 

Sir  :  As  the  season  advances  so  does  the  nicknejsH  increftse  and  our 
odicers  and  men  diminish.  Some  are  sent  lionio  hy  snrvev,  and  soiut 
rosiKn-  I  do  not,  however,  permit  those  wlio  resijjn  U»  leave  tlie 
squadron  tniiess  their  healtli  is  so  feeblo  that  they  are  rather  an 
incubus  than  a  service,  and  likely  to  continue  so;  otherwise  we  would 
soon  bo  without  officers.  Our 'sick  lists  are  very  large,  but  not  sa 
large  bj!  that  of  the  army  in  proportion.  They  have  nearly  one-third 
unfit  for  ser\ice,  and  I  am  told  tliat  the  rebel  army  in  tltis  vicinity  are 
nearly  one-hnlf  in  "hospital.  Refugees  infonii  us  that  all  tlir 
i'hurehes,  meetinghoiises,  and  barns  are  filled  with  sick,  ami  they 
have  no  medicines.  In  shelling  the  tx>wn  we  blew  un  the  uputliecary's 
shop,  which  contained  all  tht'  medicines  they  Iian  in  this  vicinity. 
Our  own  gave  out  and  I  sent  a  re(|uisition  to  Cairo,  from  whence  we 
(obtained  it  yesterday,  so  that  we  are  pretty  well  suppUod  just  now. 

The  ram  Arkansas  has  been  kept  very  uneasy  by  the  mortar  boats 
from  Flajr-Olficer  Davis's  fleet.  They  Irnve  burst  a  number  of  .'<he!la 
directly  over  her,  so  as  to  diive  the  workmen  from  her  and  ro»HH'l 
her  to  move  her  berth.  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity 
to  attack  her,  and  should  have  done  .so  long  since,  but  she  is  so  low 
and  the  color  of  tlie  bank  so  that  we  can  not  poasibly  see  her  at  ni":ht, 
and  a  day  attack  would  expose  us  to  the  plunging  lire  of  all  tlteir  bat- 
teries, and  I  heir  jjiins  are  all  of  heavy  caliber. 

Refugees  say  titat  they  intend  to  run  the  bliK'kade  and  get,  her  to 
Mobile;  and  ifl  do  not  destroy  her  before  the  water  fails  much  more 
these  ships  will  not  be  able  to  pursue  her  should  she,  by  any  chance, 
sUp  past  us;  buti  trust  that  will  not  be  theca.se,  and  tliat  Iwill  be  able 
to  destroy  her  in  a  few  days.  It  is  only  because  my  crews  have 
Worked  so  hard  and  are  so  reduced  bj*  sickness  that  I  have  not  done  it 
btrfore. 

Wo  have  from  60  to  SO  on  the  sick  list  in  each  of  the  ships.  They 
are  not  ver}'  sick,  but  occasionally  the  symptoms  take  an  unfavor- 
able turn  and  thev  die.  We  have  lost  Lieutenant  lleisler,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  who  died  on  Ids  way  home,  and  Captain  Broome,  Marine 
Corps,  is  aUo  sick,  suffering  from  a  wound  in  his  head,  but  I  do  not 
appreliend  that  it  is  serious.  I  am.  in  consequence  of  all  these  things, 
oldiged  to  be  less  ardent  in  ftdluwing  up  mv  blows.  When  men  are 
well  you  may  push  them  through  a  great  (leal,  but  when  prostrat<^d 
by  sickness  and  a  debilitating  climate  we  nuist  take  more  tiirie  for 
everything.  I  find  it  even  a  terrible  fatigue  to  coal  ship,  and  wish 
my  vesselliad  a  hoistiui;  nuichine  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Department  bus  not  noticed  my  dispatches  since  passing 
Vickshurg,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  do  not  mean  to  regard  the 
.slate  of  the  river.  The  time  is  <:ertainly  near  at  hand  when  tne  ships 
of  this  squadron  will  not  he  able  tfi  dcsceiul  to  New  Orleans.and  our 
position  will  be  rendered  more  disagreeable  in  consequence  of  the 
tanks  beiri*;  higher  than  the  ships,  thus  enabling  the  enemy  t<i  annoy 
lis  with  rifles  and  field  batteries  along  the  hanks.  Hence  it  will  be 
almost  impossible  for  us  to  receive  our  supplies  of  ordnance,  etc., 
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from  below,  and  it  is  difficult  to  pass  such  things  across  the  peninsula 
until  the  canal  is  completed;  or,  if  we  had  affauroad  we  could  get  our 
supplies  from  above. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Department  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Officer,  Com7nanding  West  Otdf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  yVashington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  ih^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Farra^ut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
appromng  the  proposed  vntkdrawal  from  the  Mississippi  River. 

Navy  Department,  July  21,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  Nos.  131,  133,  134,  135, 
136,  139,  141,  and  142. 

The  suggestions  in  your  No.  141*  about  going  to  the  Gulf  are 
approved  and  should  be  certainly  carried  out.  The  Department  has 
anticipated  them  by  its  instructions  to  you,  dated  the  14th  instant, 
sent  out  by  Lieutenant  Law. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commandiny,  etc.,  near  VicJcsburg,  Miss. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fiag-OMcer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Miami. 

Navy  Department,  July  21,  1862. 

Sm :  The  Miami  does  not  appear  to  perform  well.  If  you  can  spare 
her,  send  her  to  Hampton  Roads  and  a  better  vessel  of  her  class  will 
be  ordered  to  your  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offirer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commxinding,  etc.,  above  Vicksburg,  Miss. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Oie  dispaichifig 
north  of  the  U .  S.  S.  Wissahickon  for  repairs. 

No.  149.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Behw  VicksJmrg,  July  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  17th 
instant  I  was  obliged  to  send  home  the  Wissahickon.  She  was  hulled 
17  times  in  her  encounter  with  the-  rebel  forces  at  Grand  Gulf,  and 
received  much  damage  in  passing  Vicksbui^,  and  as  Captain  De 
Camp  represented  his  vessel  as  ^most  useless,  I  therefore  ordered  her 

*See  Series  1,  toI.  18,  p.  675. 
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to  New  York  for  repairs,  etc.     My  great  doubt  was  as  to  her  being  in 
a  fit  condition  to  reach  home. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 
Flag-OJjicer,  Oomma-nding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lee,  V.  8. 
Navy,  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  Washington. 

Flagship  Habtfobd, 

Vickshurg,  July  22,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Oneida  and  will  proceed  overland  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  you  will  report  yourself  in  person  to  the  honorable  Secretary  oi 
the  Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 
ying-Ofjicer,  Commanding  Western  Ovlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  FarragUt,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Law,  JJ.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporarij  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Beloxv  Vickshirg,  July  2^^  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Oneida,  and  on  your  arrival  at  New  Orleans  will  take  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Clifton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragxjt, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  L.  Law, 

Commanding  XJ.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Prentiss,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commaTiding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Mobile. 

Navy  Department,  Juiy  22,  1862. 
Sib:  Proceed  with  the  Albatross  off  Mobile,  toucMng  at  Key  West, 
and  report  for  duty  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  m  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  XJ.  S.  S.  Albatross,  Boston. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  observations  made  on 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

Off  Point  Pleasant,  July  22, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  13th  instant,  I  left  my 
anchorage  below  Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  and  stood 
down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Kennebec,  examining  the  bluffs 
for  batteries  and  sounaing  on  all  the  bars. 

At  S  p.  m.  I  anchored  opposite  Natchez,  and  landed  Mr.  T.  D.  Day, 
releaseu  on  parole  by  General  Williams.  The  next  morning  I  got 
underway  and  continued  on  down  river  until  3  p.  m.,  when  I  anchored 
in  company  with  the  Kennebec  at  Red  Kiver  Landing,  the  limit  of 
my  cruise  by  your  instructions.  Late  the  same  night,  a  negro  came 
alongside,  who  stated  tliat  the  rebels  have  two  gunboats  in  the  Red 
River,  viz,  the  Webb  and  Music.  The  Webb  is  a  regular  gunboat, 
"like  yours,  Massa;"  came  from  the  Atchafalava,  has  five  pieces  of 
artillpr\',  and  a  complement  of  200  men,  and  is  commanded  by 
Major  Howard.  I  judge  her,  from  his  description,  to  be  a  towboat 
altered. 

The  Music  is  an  ordinary  river  boat,  has  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
two  mounted  in  the  bow  and  one  in  the  stem,  is  commanded  by 
Captain  Fuller  and  has  a  large  number  of  men.  This  statement 
corroborates  and  extends  those  I  have  already  given.  My  pilot  says 
the  Webb  is  tlie  Dolly  Webb,  a  large  stern-wheel  boat,  ship  budt;  he  has 
seen  her  often.  Minute  men  are  ordered  to  organize  at  Natchez 
(as  you  will  see  by  the  newspapers)  and  to  hold  themselves  ready 
for  service.  They  are  to  arm  themselves.  A  battery  of  six  field- 
pieces  is  to  be  placed  at  Ellis  Cliffs,  and  perhaps  we  would  hear  from 
them  as  we  passed.  Their  calibers  were  variously  stated  by  those 
who  had  seen  them.  I  should  say  from  all  the  statements  I  heard 
that  they  were  four  6-pounder,  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers. 
Possibly  one  is  a  rifled  32-pounder.  These  guns  were  at  Prospect 
Hill  on  Saturday  night  (19th),  8  miles  from  Natchez  and  15  from  the 
cliffs.  Brigadier -General  W.  N.  R.  BeaU  has  under  his  command 
at  Fayette,  [Miss.],  3,000  militia,  partially  armed.  He  has  received 
orders  to  send  all  liis  artillery  to  the  river.  The  Arlcansas  is  theo- 
retically to  scare  down  all  our  transports,  and  tliis  artillery  is  to 
pepper  them  as  they  go  down.  It  is  expected  or  there  is  talk  of 
assembling  10,000  men  in  tlie  rear  of  Natchez,  and  to  place  a  battery 
of  fieldpieces  above  Natchez  as  well  as  at  Ellis  Cliffs. 

The  mayor  of  Natchez  and  the  provost-marshal  have  used  every 
exertion  to  prevent  the  formation  of  guerrilla  bands  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  with  success.  The  Union  feeling  is  strong  at  Natchez, 
and  there  is  probably  a  majority  in  favor  of  peace  and  restoration, 
but  they  are  overawed  by  the  secessionists,  even  father  and  sons 
dare  not  open  their  inouttis  to  converse  with  each  other  upon  the 
subject. 

July  22,  "in  passing  Grand  Gulf,  we  were  fired  at  from  two  batteries 
of  6-pounders  and  received  seven  shots  in  the  hull  and  other  parts 
of  the  vessel.  I  will  furnish  a  more  detailed  report  on  arrival  off 
Vicksburg.  I  send  Captain  Russell  on  to  communicate  the  news 
we  have  gathered,  as  he  has  no  tow  and  can  go  faster.  I  had  only 
one  man  wounded.  We  and  the  Kennebec  at  about  the  same  moment 
planted  two  Xl-inch  shells  in  close  proximity  to  one  of  their  batteries. 
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Captuiii  K.  thinks  ho  disniount4>H  a  |^n;  cert-alnly  uo  j^un  was  f\T*^ 
irom  tliftt  batter}'  aftorwftrds. 

My  ship  has  ai  many  sirk  that  she  is  almost  a  hospital.     J  rem»iu 
here  to-nit;ht  and  slialf  he  at  \'k'kshiir^  to-morrow  morniug. 
I  will  send  u  report  of  soimdiiiijs  nn  arrival. 
No  new  batteries  have  l)eeii  erected  on  the  river  below. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obtKlient  sen'ant, 

George  Henry  PnEBLE. 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Oflicor  D.  G.  Fakraout, 

Commanding  West  Gulj  Blockading  Squadron,  below  Vickahttrg. 


Repnri  iij  Lieutfiianl  Prcblf,  Tf .  S.  .Vory,  commanding  U.S.  S.  Kaiak' 

din,  regardimj  an  engagement  with  Hie  enemy's  haUeries  at  Grand 

Gulj,  Miss. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

Bfhu-  Vid-Hlfurg,  Jidy  :?3,  lS6i. 

Sm:  Yosterdav  at  10:25  a.  m.,  wliUe  passing;  Grand  Gulf,  in  com- 
pany \^ith  tlie  Js^eunehic,  and  having  the  Natrlu'/  ferrybuat  HomVxt 
m  tow,  the  enemy  opened  lire  on  us  from  two  batteries  of  fieldpieces 
on  tlie  hills.  Our  men  were  already  at  their  quartei*s  in  anticipation 
of  attiu'k,  and  the  iirc  was  iramc^iatelv  returned  from  this  v  * 
and  by  the  Kmnehec  with  such  effect  that  the  l>atterit»s  were  soo: 
silenced  and  the  rebels  Heeii  to  liilch  up  and  carry  o(f  their  artillery. 
AlnioHt  simultaneously  two  Xl-inch  shells,  one  from  tliis  vessel  and 
one  from  the  Kt'nnffxr,  .stnick  the  upiM-r  batt^-ry  and  sih-nced  it 
effectuiJly.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ru.*well  thinks  his  shell  dis- 
moimtcd  a  pun.  I  judged  the  batteries  firing  at  us  mount-ed  four  oi 
five  guns  -fi-pounders,  one  a  rifled  gim. 

The  enemy  fired  with  rapidity  and  precision,  evidently  aiming  to^ 
disable  the  maclmiery  of  this  vessel  and  the  boilers  of  the  Rnsaiie 
alongside.  During  the  few  minute's  we  were  under  lire  the  Kaiahdin 
was  struck  six  times  in  tlie  bull  and  once  aloft,  and  the  Rosalia  waa 
struck  once  near  the  pilot  house.  Independent  of  a  shot  which, 
after  penetrating  our  bulwarks  on  both  sides,  came  nigh  disabling 
her  starboard  boiler,  two  of  the  sliot  tlu-ough  our  hufl  are  at  the 
water  Ime  in  the  upper  edp:e  nf  the  copper. 

The  enem}'  reserved  lus  lire  and  Kept  rnncealefl  until  his  lower 
batten*  was  aljuft  our  beam  and  just  as  we  were  about  to  make  the 
turn  around  the  point.  Owing  to  our  large  sick  Hat  and  the  number 
of  men  we  had  in  hanini<xks  under  the  forecastle  and  on  the  berth 
dock,  we  fought  at  great  disadvantage,  but  1  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  men  and  olliccrs  did  tlieir 


i 


['  duty,  and  that  we  were  gallantly  hu|>- 
itenant  Commanding  Kussell,  following 


porte<l  by  the  Kcjinebfc,  Lieutenant 
closely  in  her  station  astern. 

I  have  Ut  ivport  one  man  severely  and  two  others  very  slightlyJ 
wounch'd  in  Ibis  affair.     I   enclose   the   first  lieutenant's  report  of 
damage  sustained  by  tlie  enemy's  shot  and  our  own  exjienditure  of 
shot  ami  shell;  also  the  assistant  sui^eons  i-eport  of  the  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

Geouok  IIe.nrv  Prehle, 

Lieutenmii,  Commanding. 
Flag-Oflicer  0,  G.  Karragut, 
OammaTidinff  West  (rulf  Blocldg.  Squadron^  belou}  Vickshurg^  Miss. 
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[Eneloaure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 
Mississippi  River,  July  23,  1862. 

Sir:  While  passing  the  town  of  Grand  Gulf  jesterday  morning 
this  sliip  was  struck  seven  different  times  by  the  shot  from  the  two 
!)atteries  of  6-pounder  fieldpieces  above  the  town,  one  shot  making 
a  clean  hole  into  the  ship  tlirough  upper  edge  of  second  plate  oi 
copper  under  starboard  ash  chute;  one  in  second  plate  of  copper 
between  two  forward  air  ports,  going  through  the  side,  through  a 
bag  of  clothes  on  berth  deck,  and  Drought  up  against  a  knee  without 
any  further  injury;  one  cut  away  the  gunwale  or  waist  boat,  entering 
a  beam,  going  through  l>uhvarks  over  ash  chute,  through  engine-room 
hatch,  cutting  away  two  saslies  in  hatch,  and  bringmg  up  against 
port  rail;  one  strucK  upper  part  of  rail  over  aah  chute,  entered  ham- 
mock netting;,  bringing  up  in  the  head  of  a  hammock  about  3  feet 
from  where  it  entered;  one  struck  the  forward  starboard  boat  davit, 
slightly  diverting  it,  breaking  in  a  number  of  pieces  which  flew  about 
the  deck,  awning,  and  ridge  rope;  one  shot  going  through  port  rail 
about  10  feet  abaft  pivot  port,  cutting  off  stanchion  he^,  splitting 
off  about  6  feet  of  rail,  outside,  and  bringing  up  on  board  ferryboat 
Romlif,  and  the  seventh  shot  cut  the  mainsail  about  tlxree-fourths 
out  from  the  throat. 

One  shot  also  struck  upper  rail  of  ferryboat  near  pilot  house. 
Expended   in  passing  three  5-second  Xl-inch  shells,  four  Parrott 
shells,  and  eight  24-pound  howitzer  shrapnel. 
Very  respectfully, 

Nathl.  Green, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  H.  Preble. 


Reports  of  Commander  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Ocforara,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer  Tubal  Cain, 

July24,lS62. 

U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  July  24, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  this  day  captured  in 
latitude  31°  54'  N.,  longitude  78°  23',  the  British  three-masted  pro- 
peller Tubal  Cain,  from  Nassau,  [New  Providence],  claiming  to  be 
Dound  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  but  steering  for  the  ports  of 
Clmrleston  or  Savannah.  When  first  made  out  by  us  she  was  appar- 
ently lying  with  her  steam  down  and  under  sail  alone,  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  slip  into  Charleston.  ■  Her  cargo  is  a  very  valuable 
one,  and  as  far  as  we  can  tell  by  the  cargo  book  is  all  contraband. 
There  are  many  cases  which  have  all  the  appearance  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  lying 
in  Nassau,  waiting  to  run  the  blockade  since  the  middle  of  Anril. 
She  has  not  broken  bulk  since  she  came  from  England.  I  fmcl  on 
board  of  the  Tuhal  Cain  a  man  by  the  name  of  Levy,  a  well-known 
blockade  breaker  and  secessionist.  He  was  recognized  immediately 
by  one  of  our  crew.    I  have  sent  the  Tubal  Cain  to  New  York, 
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to  stop  lit  HHiiipliii)  HiumIs  if  she  iinds  it  niM!r««ary  In  ilu  ttu  from 
c'liuscs  niil.  f(»i'('H<'('ii  at  jircstMit. 

1   have  the    honor   to  remain,  verj'  n'sjxH'tfulI.v.  yoiir  o1>edieDl 
servant, 

DaVIU    D.  POIITER, 

Commander,  V.  S.  Nai'y. 
Hon.  GiuKON  Weu.es, 

Secre*anj  JVtttrtj. 


U.  S.  S.  OCTOUARA. 

UnmpUm  lioitda,  July  .id.  tfi02. 

Sir:  Tliavo  the  honor  t**  inform  y<»u  that  on  the  24lh  of  this 
month  I  ('apture<l,  afUT  an  exritinjj  chii-se  of  six  hours,  the  Uritish 
iron  srrew  steamship  Ttihal  Cahi,  m  latitude  31°  54'  N.,  lonmtudn 
78°  23'  W.,  the  Uritinh  steamer  at  the  time  steering  N.  W.  by  N.  for 
the  port  ol  Charlestiin.  Tliis  vessel  sailed  imm  Nassau.  New  Provi- 
dence, on  Sunday,  the  20th  day  of  .Tuly,  in  company  with  two  oilier 
steamers,  all  loa<led  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and,  if  not 
intercepted,  the  others  are  hy  this  time  safe  in  port.  The  evidence 
against  the  Tuhaf  Cain  is  very  clear.  The  fart  that  she  is  loaded 
with  munitions  of  war  and  was  steering  for  Charlpstcm  is  sufficient  to 
condemn  her.  Her  papers  clear  her  for  St.  Jolm's  New  Koundlund. 
the  coiu-se  for  which  is  N.  E.,  not  N.  W.  by  N.,  wliich  latter  coin-se  the 
Tubal  Cain  was  steering;  and  had  been  steeriuj;  for  twenty-foiu" 
hours  bef4^re  we  ciiiituird  her.  The  TuIhU  Cain  has  not  broken 
bulk  since  she  left  England  in  April  last,  and  she  ha^s  been  waiting 
over  a  month  in  Nassau  to  nm  tlie  blo(*ka<le.  Previous  to  sailing 
from  that  place  she  sent  down  all  her  masts  and  yards  and  painted 
the  hull  an  atmospheric  <o!or.  You  could  scarcely  see  her  a  few 
miles  oiF.  She  came  outside  of  Abaco  in  company  with  twi*  otlier 
steamers,  the  Lfojmrd  and  Hero,  and  steertHf  fmni  that  moment 
(us  her  loj;  will  show)  direct  for  Charlest^m.  The  cn'W  are  disposed 
to  pve  evidence  apainst  Iier,  an<l  we  have  j;leaned  enough  from 
them  U)  give  us  an  idea  of  uhat  there  is  on  hoani. 

The  captain  informs  me  that  the  cargo  is  a  very  valuable  one, 
and,  judging  from  the  cargo  book,  there  must  be  many  boxes  con- 
taining arms.  The  ship  had  no  manifest  (which  the  ca]>tain  said 
he  lost),  no  bills  of  lading,  and  was  consigned  to  no  one.  Her 
sbippmg  articles  were  made  out  h>r  the  West  Indies  or  any  i)ort  in 
the  I'Uited  States,  but  did  not  mention  St.  John's.  If  the  crew 
were  going  to  Sl..!ohn*s,  it  was  in  violation  of  contract.  The  captain 
ol  the  steamer  threw  part,  of  his  saltpeter  overboard  in  the  chase, 
but  there  wiis  enough  left  (30  tons)  to  condemn  the  vessel. 

I  seni  the  captam  and  two  engineers  home  in  the  prize  and  re- 
tained the  rest  on  board  here. 

As  our  prize  crew  was  small,  and  some  of  them  sick,  I  ran  no 
risks  of  recapture.  Will  you  please  instruct  me,  sir,  how  I  am  to 
send  the  rest  of  the  witnesses  on  to  New  York*  All  papers  were 
sent  to  the  marshal  of  that  district,  according  to  law,  etc. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  running  of  ( 'harleston  blockade  can  be 
eflectuallv  put  a  stop  to  by  a  Utile  attention  to  the  probable  course 
vessels  will  take  going  to  and  running  out  of  that  port.     Anticipating 
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fn»in  what  I  hoard  that  some  steamers  would  run  the  blockade 
about  the  20th  July,  I  steered  for  a  point  wliere  I  supposed  I  should 
find  one,  and  was  not  mistaken  in  my  calculations,  and  had  1  not 
been  under  orders  to  "make  no  delay'  I  should  have  looked  for  the 
other  two  steamers,  and  I  think  with  success,  though  one  of  them, 
the  Hero,  a  side-wheel  steamer,  steams  16  miles  an  hour — over  two 
knots  to  our  one. 

I  herewith  enclose  extracts  from  our  log  book,  showing  the  attempts 
of  the  Tubal  Cain  to  escape,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
ser\'ant. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Commander,  if.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[KncloBure.] 
Krtrart  from  the  log  of  (he  V.  S.  S.  Orlorarn,  July  S4,  186S. 

From  8  to  meridian,  as  per  log:  At  9  inspected  at  quarters. 
Passed  a  brig  standing  to  tne  northward.  Exercised  pivot  gun. 
Drilled  marine  guard.  At  9:30  a  sail  was  reported  from  aloft, 
which  was  soon  made  out  to  be  a  steamer,  bearing  N.  N.  E.,  with  no 
sails  set.  At  about  10  the  steamer  made  sail.  At  10:15  the  stranger 
in  sight  from  the  deck,  she  being  a  three-masted  propeller,  standing 
to  the  northward  and  westward.  Altered  our  course  so  as  to  beau 
for  her,  when  she  altered  her  course  to  the  northward  and  eastward. 
At  11  gaining  fast  on  the  stranger.  She  took  in  all  sail.  At  12 
about  6  miles  astern  of  the  steamer,  gaining  on  her  fast. 

A.  N.  Gould, 
Acting  Master. 

From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  At  1,  within  a  mile  of  the  stranger 
steamer;  tired  a  howitzer  to  bring  her  to,  when  she  hoisted  English 
colors  but  continued  steaming  ahead.  At  1:05  fired  a  shell  from  tke 
100-pounder  rifle,  which  passed  over  her.  The  stranger  stopped  her 
engine.  At  1 :  10  spoke  the  English  steamer  Tubal  Cam,  from  Nassau. 
Stopped  our  engines  and  sent  second  and  third  cutters,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Brown  and  Acting  Master  Gould,  to  overhaul  the  Tubal 
Cain.  At  about  1:40  second  cutter  returned,  bringing  the  captain, 
first  mate,  several  of  the  crew,  and  a  passenger  on  board.  Also 
the  steamer's  papers.  Seized  the  English  steamer  Tubal  Cain  as  a 
prize  to  this  vessel.  After  putting  the  prize  crew  on  board,  returned 
the  captain  and  engineers  to  their  vessel.  Retained  on  board  of 
this  vessel,  Thomas  Bedford,  first  mate*  Arthur  Daly,  second  mate; 
Jos.  Convary,  carpenter;  James  Stephens,  cook;  Edw.  Doherty, 
fireman;  James  Dorscy,  fireman;  Thomas  Schroeder,  fireman;  Wil- 
liam Simpson,  seaman ;  William  Thompson,  seaman;  Alexander  Curry 
seaman;   Nathan  Levy,  passenger;  Christian  Anderson,  passenger. 

Geobge  W.  Weedek, 

Acting  Master. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy. 

Geo.  Brown, 
lAexUenant  and  Executive  Officer,  U .  S.  S.  Octorara. 
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Report   of   Commandt-r   Kmntonn,U.  S.  Navy,    tommnnding    U.S.S*\ 
iJatteros,   regarding  irprratkms  of  thai   i>aiset  on   hlochadt   duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
BUcVading  Btrymck  Bay,  July  ^o,  JS\ 

Sm:  in  my  last  report  to  you,  hv  a  prize  sent  to  Key  Wt*.*, . 
should  have  mentioned  that  I  boarded  and  warned  off  the  English 
schooner  Bichani  O.  Bn/an  (which  was  subsequently  destroyed  near 
(ittlvpston  by  (Iip  Rhode  Island),  her  papers  being  correct  and  her 
destiniition  Matagorda,  Ihe  strong  wejitt^rly  winds  and  error  in 
chronomotor  being  urged  as  an  excuse  for  her  being  so  much  t-o  the 
eastward  of  her  position.  Not  having  much  confidence  in  the  sIijUv 
raent,  1  ran  to  the  southward  the  following  day  to  sec  if  I  should 
intercept  her  running  into  the  Sabine.  It  appears  she  was  found  in 
communication  with  the  siiore  to  the  soutii  of  Itiis  by  tlio  HKodt 
Island  and  doistroyed. 

Returning  to  my  station.  I  discovered  a  steamer  lying  at  anchor  in 
the  cntnini-c  to  I>alte  Calcasieu,  and  sent  in  boats  to  cut  her  out;  but 
finding  that  sjie  was  the  only  property  of  a  Union  man  who  had  a 
family  of  l:i  daughters,  and  that  her  bi>i!er  w:i8  burned  out,  engines 
out  of  order,  and  of  no  use  to  us  and  coidd  be  of  none  to  the  rebels,  1 
left  her  witli  her  owner,  a  foreigner  !)y  the  nauie  of  (ioss,  who  hiu 
been  long  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  but  lately  removed  here, to  got  out 
of  the  way  of  the  rebels,  iw  he  alleges.  He  gave  me  fresh  provisions 
for  the  crew  and  would  ac^-ept  no  pay. 

Farther  east,  but  west  of  my  station,  I  overhauled  the  stem-wheel 
steamer  Indian  No.  S,  that  was  bound  from  the  Sabine  to  Berwick 
and  New  Orleans,  and  stood  for  me  with  the  white  llagflying."     *     *    * 

From  her  crew  I  learned  that  the  Ooiifederato  steamer  ric/orw, 
that  escai)ed  the  De  Soto  in  the  Harataria  Bay  some  months  since, 
entered  the  Sahino  under  English  colors  just  Iwfore  they  left,  having 
on  board  gims,  powder,  etc..  and  that  there  was  a  schooner  lying 
there  loaded  mt\\  cotton,  ready  for  sea,  also  with  Knclish  napeni. 

During  the  coming  month  I  snail  be  obliged  to  leave  here  tor  coal 
and  provisions,  whether  relieved  or  not. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Rer%*ant, 

Geo.  F.  Emhoxs. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  ^YeMem  Division,  Oulf  Bloclading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Portrr,   U.  S.  Na\yy,  commanding  V.  S.  S. 
QcUnHira,  regarding  the  performance  of  that  t^esiiel. 

U,  S.  S.  OcTOBARA,  Jidy  i5,  ISGi. 
Rm:  Not  haying  liad  an  opportunity  to  make  a  report  on  the  per- 
fonuance  of  this  vessel,  1  do  su  now.  1  joined  her  in  (he  early  part 
L)f  April,  since  when  she  has  been  continually  under  steam,  moving 
about  night  and  day.  without  a  chance  of  drawing  hex  fire.s.  She 
has  performed  well  during  alt  that  time,  keeping  up  with  the  steamers 
of  tne  flotilla,  with  a  heavy  tow  (going  up  and  down  the  river), 
though  the  majority  of  them  without  tows  are  faster  vessels, 

o  See  p.  76. 
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Her  engine  is  an  excellent  one  of  the  kind,  though  defective  in 
small  matters.  For  instance,  her  blow-off  pipe,  near  the  bottom, 
has  no  Kingston  valve,  and  slie  might  go  to  the  bottom  at  any  moment 
if  the  pipe  oroke  near  the  base.  It  was  calculated  never  to  use  this 
pipe  except  to  blow  out  the  boilers,  the  fresh  water  condenser  being 
supposed  capable  of  suppljing  them  with  fresh  water.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case,  and  the  boilers  have  to  be  blown  at  times  to 
freshen  the  water.  The  frame  of  the  engine  is  not  strongly  braced, 
which  will  have  to  be  done  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Octorara  leaks  badly,  from  what  cause  I  do  not  know.  She 
makes  as  much  now  as  16  feet  per  day,  or  8  inches  an  hour,  and 
requires  the  pump  to  be  constantly  going.  At  times  the  leak  stops 
altogether,  but  only  for  a  short  period.  It  is  hard  on  the  men,  and 
if  the  pumps  or  engme  should  give  out,  there  is  little  chance  of  saving 
the  vessel. 

The  Octorara  is  a  good  sea  boat,  but  not  fast.  She  will  steam  8 
knots  under  favorable  circumstances,  and  will  make  9J  with  a  fair 
wind  and  all  sail  set,  but  with  a  fresh  wind  ahead  she  won't  make 
more  than  3  or  4  knots,  if  that. 

She  does  not  steer  well  except  when  she  has  a  heavy  tow  alongside, 
which  she  liandles  with  ease  and  turns  with  quickly,  and  in  a  very 
short  space.  She  is  a  strong,  well-btilt  vessel,  and  carries  her  bat- 
tery without  feeling  itr  She  should  have  two  IX-inch  guns  aft  on 
Marsilly  carriages,  instead  of  the  IX-inch  pivot  she  now  has;  it 
takes  up  ail  the  quarter  deck,  and  prevents  a  hatch  being  cut  over 
the  wardroom  for  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  vessel.  Had  this 
steamer  been  provided  with  more  power  (4  inches  more  cylinder 
and  one-tliird  more  boiler)  she  would  have  turned  out  one  of  the 
best  vessels  in  the  Navy.  She  carries  a  large  amount  of  coal,  and 
can  steam  for  thirteen  days;  less  coal  and  more  power  would  have 
given  her  6  inches  less  draft  than  she  has  now,  and  she  would  have 
made  her  passages  in  exactly  one-third  less  time.  For  instance, 
she  would  go  from  New  York  to  Key  West  in  four  and  live-tenths 
days,  with  an  expenditure  of  72  tons  of  coal,  whereas  she  can  not, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  do  it  now  under  seven 
days,  and  at  an  expenditure  of  84  tons  of  coal. 

The  internal  arrangements  of  the  vessel  are  bad.  Constructors 
who  do  not  go  to  sea  can  not  be  expected  to  know  much  about  such 
matters.  The  wire  rigging  which  was  placed  over  her  mastheads 
at  my  request  is  a  great  improvement  on  rope  rigging,  much  cheaper 
in  the  long  run,  as  it  lasts  as  long  as  the  snip,  and  I  recommend  it 
for  all  steamers  in  the  Navy. 

The  bad  steering  of  t!ie  vessel  is  owing  to  the  heavy  stempost 
outside  of  the  rudder,  8  square  feet  of  the  surface  being  presented 
to  the  water  every  time  tiae  rudder  is  moved.  If  the  outer  stern- 
post  was  made  of  composition  metal,  a  little  more  than  the  thickness 
of  the  rudder,  it  would  much  improve  the  steering. 

I  like  the  plan  of  double-end  vessels,  but  tliink  it  could  be  much 
improved  on  if  constructors  would  consult  with  practical  men.  Any- 
one who  sees  the  Miami  will  discover  very  soon  that  she  is  a  great 
failure,  while  the  Octorara,  intended  to  be  the  same  kind  of  vessel, 
came  near  being  an  unexceptionable  steamer. 

The  Octorara  fails,  thougli,  in  the  most  essential  requisite  of  a  ves- 
sel of  war — that  is,  in  speed.     She  can  not  catch  any  of  the  class  of 
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vessols  frequenting  sliallow  plives  on  our  roast.,  nor  could  she  > 
from  a  vt'ssol  of  moderate  HjM'eci  and  siijXTior  force. 

She  must,  therefore,  he  oonsiih^ed  li  fadure  ns  a  vessel  of  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  reniuin,  very  respectfuUv.  your  obedient  senanl, 

Davi»  D.  Porteh, 
Cmnmandtr,  U.  5.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

IKn'lnnwTTiKnt.i 

Commander  Porter  may  not  have  been  consult^  by  the  naval 
eonstrurtor  witli  iv^nrd  to  the  internal  arran^renienw  of  tite  Octomm,  I 
hut  other  navai  ollieere  were  on  all  points.     It  is  believed  the  eou-J 
structorH  arc  willing  tu  consult  practical  seamen  of  the  Navy. 

tl.  I^. 


Onler  of  flu-  Secretnn/  oj  the  Napy  to  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  Nav^i 
commaudinq  V .  S.  S.  Odorara,  to 


mg  U .  iS.  ^.  Uetorartt,  to  rtport  to  tiu  JJept/rtment. 

Navy  Department,  July  36,  186S 
Sir:  Immediately  upon  vovu'  anival  at  Hampton  Roads  you 
proceed  witliout  delay  to  Waauington.   D.  C\,  and  report  in  perse 
the  Departnirut. 

1  am,  respectfiJly, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  l*.  S.  Navy. 

JJanipton  lioaJs,  Va. 


I  person  1 


Joint  expedition  in  vicinity  of  Pa»fi  Manchac,  July  SS^SS,  186£. 

Seport  of  If  ajar  Peek,  TweUth  Canii«oUoiit  Infantry,  eomnunding  expsdition. 

Camp  Par.vpet, 
CarrolUon,  La..  August  4,  186^, 

Sir:  The  rxpediti<m  directed  by  orders  of  .Inly  25,  1862,  from  head- 
quarters of  this  department  returned  on  the  2d  of  August.     I  have  IdJ 
submit  the  foUowinj;  report  of  our  operations: 

On  the  evening  of  July  ^.'j,  with  five  comj>aniea  of  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment Connecticut  Volunteers  and  a  section  of  Cai)tuiu  P.  E.  llol- 
comb's  Second  Vermont  Battery.  I  cndtarkcd  on  I)oard  the  boat  Orry  M 
Cloud,  commanded  liv  Mcutcnunt  Hut-iiaiian.  IJ.  S.  Xavy.  We  left  % 
the  wharf  about  inidnijiht  and  arrived  at  Pass  Manchac  soon  after 
dayli*;;ht  on  (he  morning  of  the  2fitli.  As  we  approached  the  bridge 
Captain  Holcomb  sent  forward  a  shell  from  his  Sawyer  gun,  which  had 
the  effect  to  draw  from  one  of  the  houses  a  rebel  scout,  who  imniodi- 
atelv  ran  up  tiie  raih-o&d  in  the  direction  of  Camp  Moore.  He  was 
fired  after,  and  as  soon  as  a  squad  of  men  could  he  lau.led.  was  pur- 
sued acmss  tlie  ishiud  to  tlie  Norlli  Pas.s,  wiiere  In*  phju^ed  into  the 
stream  ami  csraped.  We  examined  the  hulhliu^s  and  found  the  mus- 
ket unii  rquipmcnls  of  the  sohlier,  liunks,  parts  of  uniforms,  and 
other  evidence  of  rtvent  military  occupation.  As  the  phicc  was  evi- 
dently use<l  as  a  rendezvous  for  spies  and  scouts  I  directed  it  all  to  bo 
burned.  The  part  of  the  bridj^e  north  of  tlie  draw  had  been  [)re- 
viously  destroyed.     Wo  burned  tiie  remainder.     I  am  aware  of  uoth- 


I 
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«)>;  rvmainlii^  Ht  Puss  Maiichao  iiiont  combustible  tliun  railroad  iron 

On  the  27(h  Wf  sailed  up  tlieTchefuneta  [Chefunete]  Kiver.     When 

[ojipoflitp  Madjsnnville  we  were  lired  upon  by  tlie  guorrilla  picket  sta- 

li'iiii'd  tbere.     We  rf8)M*rided  witli  a  shot  from  one  of  the  32-pounders 

(jf  ihc  boat,  senl  through  the  street  from  wluch  the  firing  came, 

Kortunateiv  none  uf  our  party  was  struck,  though  a  bullet  passed 

(twigreeabfy  near  to  a  group  oi  oflicers  standing  on  the  forwani  det'k. 

At  n  point  a!)out  l\  mile^  below  Covington  our  further  pmgress  was 

' -riirted   by  lluve  sunken  gimboals,   fnuii  which   the  g\ins  have 

'  retontlv  removed.     At  this  point  we  hoard  the  shots  of  the 

irilbis*   pickets,  nnd  the  long  mil  was  sounded  in  two  different 

■  lions  not  fur  fix>m  ns.    Wi*  luiuled  liere  and  marclied  to  Cox  ing- 

(»tii      On  our  wuy  we  leunied  that  several  bands,  of  from  0  to  50  eaen, 

tad  passed  near  us  after  onr  landing,  with  the  iiitcution  of  toucen- 

Initiiig  at  some  point  to  meet  ns. 

******* 

Wp  rarriwl  the  national  ffug  ihroitgh  the  princijuil  street  of  the 
rity.  White  Hags  were  hung  n*nm  many  id  the  hcjuses,  and  citiz4»ns 
waited  upon  us  tu  request  titut  hcensi*  might  not  be  given  for  the  etuu- 
[nis-^ion  of  any  outrage  such  as  tlieir  previous  e.xperienee  led  tliem  to 
pxjK'ct.  Of  course  no  liberties  were  taken  bv  our  troups.  Owing  to 
the  inten***'  heat  we  shortly  retnrne<l  lo^our  mmt.  On  our  way  back 
nc  were  infiirmiMl  by  friendly  pers4»ns  that  guerrillas  were  gal  tiering 
on  (he  bunks  tif  the  river  hch>w  to  o])p'o.se  our  passage  to  the  hike.  I 
regret  lu  repurl  that  during  this  inarcli  two  men  fell  from  sunstroke 
and  ilied  iK-fore  night. 

As  the  boat  was  about  leaving  we  were  surprised  with  a  voUey  of 
musketry  from  the  thick  bushes  which  cover  the  river  bunks.  Our 
mm  iminedial^^ly  sprang  to  their  arms  and  relumed  the  (ire  with 
oadiness   and  spirit.     (*aptain   llokomb  almost   instantly  sent  a 

irgc  of  canister  after  thorn,  and  Lieutenant  Buchanan  brought  his 
'32-pounders  to  hear  \i  ith  terrible  effect.  Of  course  their  fire  was  soon 
silenced.     The  scars  upon  the  boat  are  evidence  uf  its  severity. 

Our  casualties  were  marvelously  few,  considering  our  exposed  posi- 
tion. Only  it  men  were  woumled,  and  none  of  them  .feriou.sly — 1  .sol- 
dier and  2  sailoi-s.  We  cleared  a  passage  for  ourselves  out  of  the 
ri\er,  at  each  turn  firing  .shell  and  cani.st^r  into  the  thick  bushes  upon 
the  shore  and  sending  an  occasional  shell  back  into  the  woods  from 
Captain  Holcombs  *JO-pounder  Parrott.  Wc  were  not  fired  <m  again, 
but  could  frequently  see  armed  men  retreating  into  the  wo<ida.    , 

•  ***•■!>  + 

On  August  1  we  visited  I^ewisburg.  .Vll  the  docks  and  landings  at 
this  place,  and  at  Maiideville.  2  miles  distant,  were  burned  by  a  party 
of  jgiierrillas  some  two  weeks  since.     *     *     * 

We  then  revisited  the  Tchefuncta  as  far  as  Madismiville.  The 
picket  which  has  been  statinncMJ  there  has  been  removed.  The  town 
wns  des<'rie«|,  and  nearly  every  public  and  r)riv»te  building  closed. 

Ueiipairint;  of  liuding  an  enemy  who  woulil  sland  fire  witliin  the  cir- 
ruitde<i'^'Tu)red  for  our  expedition  we  thence  returned  to  camp    *    *    * 

I  :  '  ialiy  iuflcbled  to  C'unlaiu  liolcomb.  whose  Wv"^^  v%.\k~ 

riem  ir^  of  rltis  tjiaruftvr  Las  been  of  great  ass'i&tftUCQ  Vo  vnv\ 
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Lieutenant  Buchanan  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  com- 
fort of  the  men  while  on  board  His  boat.  Any  comment  upon  his 
bearing  in  action  would  be  superfluous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fbank  H.  Feck, 
Major  Twelfth  Regi.  Connecticut  Vols.,  Comdg.  Expediium. 

Captain  R.  S.  Davis, 

Acting  Assistant  AdjutantrOenerat,  Department  of  the  Qvlf. 


[Telegram.] 

PoNOHATOULA,  La.,  Jvly  27, 1862. 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Captain  Slocum: 

Federalft,  200  or  300  strong,  on  steamer  Ch-ey  Ooud,  1^  miles  below  Covingtoo.    Tbi 
New  fjondon  is  lyin};:  out  below  Mandeville. 
I  hare  only  25  effective  men. 

W.  D.  L.  McRae. 

General  Ruggles, 


[Te1f>gram.] 

PoNCHATOULA,  La.,  Jvly  27 j  1862, 
Have  received  another  dispatch  from  Captain  Slocum.  Four 
hundred  Yankees  landed  in  Covington ;  put  out  pickets.  New 
London  and  Grey  Cloud  lying  off  14  miles.  Captain  Bredow  was  here 
from  Van  Buren ;  says  tne  detachment  ordered  there  has  no  com  or 
provisions;  will  leave  there  to-morrow. 

W.  D.  L.  McRae. 
General  Riuigles. 


[Telegram.] 

Tangipahoa,  [La.],  July  27,  [1862]. 
Will  give  orders  soon  about  forces  to  meet  Federals  at  Covington. 
General  Breckinridge  will  soon  be  hero,  and  I  await  his  arrival  to 
make  further  moves.  Keep  me  advised  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Keep  a  strong  picket  of  rangers  at  Van  Buren  and  on  rail- 
road below.     Concentrate  rest  toward  Covington  to  watch  enemy. 

Daniel  Ruggles, 

Brigadier-Q&neivl, 
Captain  [W.  D.  L.]  McRae, 

PoncluitoiiUi. 


[TeU'emm.] 

Ponciiatoula,  La.,  [Jvly]  28, 1862. 
The  enemy  Iiavo  all  left  Madisonville ;    not  a  sail  in  sight.     Will 
leave  for  Camp  Slocum  early  hi  the  morning.     Will  concentrate 
troops  as  ordered. 

J.  De  Baun, 

Major. 
General  Ruuoles. 
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[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  OCTORARA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Judy  26. 
Sib:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel.     The 
twelve  mortar  vessels  left  South  West  Pass  for  tliis  place  July  17. 
KespectfuUy, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commander,  U.S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Secretary  Navy. 

Report  of  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U .  S,  S.  Octorara, 
announcing  his  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Octorara, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  26, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Octorara  at  this 
place.  Your  order  to  proceed  north  with  twelve  of  the  mortar 
schooners  and  the  Octorara  was  received  July  9,  1862,  in  the  evening, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  vessels  were  underway  down  the 
river.  Having  no  pilots,  we  had  to  proceed  with  caution.  After 
filling  up  in  New  Orleans  with  shells  and  powder,  the  vessels  proceeded 
to  South  West  Pass,  where  they  were  detained  two  days  by  a  gale  of 
wind.  They  sailed  from  there  on  the  17th  day  of  July  and  will 
likely  arrive  in  Hampton  Roads  about  the  10th  of  August,  as  the 
winds  are  very  light  this  season  of  the  year.  The  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Octorara  are  much  enfeebled  by  sickness  contracted  in  the 
river,  and  there  are  many  sick  in  the  mortar  schooners.  Enclosed 
is  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  17.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Preble,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commandiny  U.  8.  S.  Kaiahdin,  previous  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  former  from  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Baton  Rouge,  July  27,  1862. 
Ser:  You  will  remain  at  this  place  as  a  part  of  the  protecting  force 
to  the  army,  and  also  to  assist  m  the  police  of  the  river  between  this 
point  and  Vicksbur^  should  it  become  necessary,  although  I  have  no 
idea  that  your  services  will  be  required  beyond  the  mouth  of  Red 
River.  Flag-Officer  Davis  has  assigned  this  portion  of  the  river  to 
Commander  W.  D.  Porter,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  Department 
to  add  one  or  two  gunboats  to  his  force  if  required,  and  I  think  the 
Kinto  and  Katahdin  will  be  all-sufficient.  I  presume  you  will  lie  at 
Baton  Rouge  generally  for  the  protection  or  the  troops,  while  the 
Essex  and  Sumter  will  look  to  the  river  above.  I  will  make  arrange- 
ments at  New  Orleans  for  having  your  auppUes  sent  up  as  occasion 
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may  re<iiiirr,  ami  for  which  you  will  apply  lo  the  cdiuiuaudiug  naval 
oflicoral  *  »  ♦. 

Very  respwt fully,  your  obedien*  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoi:t, 
Flag-OfjiKtr,  Commatiding  Wvstern  (rulf  Blockading  Squudtvn. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  11.  Pkkble, 

Commanding  V .  S.  Gunb<tai  Kaitxhdin. 


Onler  of  Fhg-Officfr  Farnwut,  U.  S.  jVot>i/,  to  Commander  Porter,  U.  S. 
Xtn^u,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Essex,  regarding  the  ajsmfjntnmi  of  liu 
U.  S.  gimltoais  Kineo  and  Katahdin  to  duly  off  Baton  Rouge. 

Fl<\<j.shii'  Hartfori>, 
Bnion  Rouge,  July  ^7,  JS62. 
Sm:  I  have  directed  two  g:imboat«,  the  KitUihdln  and  Kineo,  lo 
ri'inain  at  this  pla<.**>  as  a  j>r<-)terting  force  to  tlie  troops  nnd  also  lo 
as^siKt  yon  in  nmintaiiiing;  the  police  of  the  river  so  far  as  they  can 
witlioiit  willidruwinf^  then*  protection  from  the  troops,  hut  as  neither 
of  tho  vessels  is  in  roncJition  to  g<(  ti»  sea,  alui  may  do  got>d  service 
licrts  they  may  not  l>e  veiy  efficient  to  dn  much  nmnin^.  as  t^iej'  are 
much  out  of  repair  in  their  machinery,  hut  they  will  he  siihject  to 
your  tirders.  'Ilieir  supplies  will  he  sent  up  to  you  by  application  to 
"the  siMiior  oflic-cr  at  New  Orleans.  1  saw  yesterday  a  largo  c|tiantity 
of  coal  at  T5«you  Sttm.and  there  is  also  re[>urte<l  to  me  hy  LieuLeiiant 
Commanding!;  Kiinsoni  1, 200  ctr  1,500  tons  at  this  place,  near  when* 
you  Hi*  at  present.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time  and  speedy  rcatora-  ] 
lion  to  health,  I  remain. 

\vry  tndy,  your  friend  and  obodieut  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragitt. 
Commander  W.  D.  Pokter, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Essex. 


Report  of  CominandtT  Emmonst,  U.  S.  Xavg,  commanding  U.  S.  S, 

Uatte.ro4i,  rtganltng  ihf  aipturr  hy  thai  tr.sftel  of  the  Confedenite  brig 

JosrphiTie,  from  I\*eiV  Means. 

U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
Blockading  Berxmck  Bay,  July  2S,  1862. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  this  mom- 
injj  captured  the  rebel  brijj  Josephine  on  Ship  Shoal,  out  of  New 
Orleans,  \'ia  one  of  the  passes  leading  into  Berwick  Bav,  having 
h)adpd  and  left  New  Orleans  before  the  fleet  went  up,  ^ound  to 
Havana,  with  322  hale.s  of  cotton.  The  mtuiter  hoisted  Kti^lish 
ct)I()rs  and  threw  away  his  Confederate  iiapei-s  as  soon  as  lie  made  us 
out,  saying  wlu-n  he  canje  on  boarti,  that  he  knew  the  vessel,  l)ut 
thought  we  were  farther  west:  that  he  was  a  jjjood  prize, el4j.  UepurUi 
several  vessels  having  lately  run  into  the  Submt'  Kiver. 

It  would  liave  been  moR'  convenient  to  have  wnit  tliis  vessel,  as 
I  have  others,  to  Key  West  for  condemnation,  but  lluis  fur  I  have 
not  been  o\Av  to  get  anything  condemned  ther4',  from  the  simple  fact 
that  1  have  not  sunt  the  master  of  the  vessel  with  her. 
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In  the  c««*  of  the  relM'I  schooner  Magnolia,  out  of  T^crwick  Hay. 

with  rottun,  uihIct  CVrnfiulfrrtto  piiptTt;,  hound  to  Hiivuna.  canturea 
iDil  jw-nl  X<i  Key  Wi'.si  hisl  Ndiy,  1  sent,  ihc  st'coud  ollicer  and  cook, 
wtd  n-lniniNl  the  master,  as  I  couhl  only  spare  a  sraalt  prize  crew,  and 
coQsidcrtHl  hioi  a  dangerous  man,  being  a  Annlent  secessiouist,  and 
baring  lately  l>een  a  pilot  on  board  of  ouo  of  the  rebel  roraH  in  (he 
Miieissippi.  I  inteiuled  to  have  sent  this  man  home  fnun  New 
('ri*'«ns,  with  other  prisoners,  but  up(»n  niv  subsequent  aiTival  at 
.W  Orleans  I  rec<>ived  an  order  from  the  ilas-officer  to  set  all  my 
ffumtning  ]»risoners  at  liberty,  tliin  man  imtbuJed,  whoso  testimony 
could  not  change  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  under  all  the  tir- 
rumstanees.  I  think,  could  not  be  relied  upon.  Yet  the  prize  com- 
missioners are  waiting  this  man's  testimonv  to  condemn  a  robej 
r«sbei  and  cargo  that  was  caught  in  the  act  ol*  rumiin^  the  blockade, 
irith  no  conrticting  evidence  in  her  favor. 

in  the  case  of  the  sl(Mip  EUzaheth,  another  rebel  vesstd  trying  to 
nin  the  blockade,  I  sent  her  crew,  consisting  of  two  men.  to  Key 
IVi^t  in  the  prize,  and  landed  the  niastrr  on  the  coast,  at  liis  re<iuest, 
be  being  quite  sick.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  her.  The  evidence 
was  also  conclusive  in  this  case. 

I  ench)se  a  descriptive  list  of  those  found  on  board,  specifying 
those  sent  with  the  prize  and  those  rotainetl  to  be  landed  in  this 
roast,  stMiding  duplicates  to  the  judge  of  the  prize  court  nt  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  placing  all  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Cruse,  whom  I  have 
directed  to  return  to  this  vessel  bj'  the  earliest  onportunity. 

There  has  been  no  chan<^  in  the  oflicira  anO  <  lew  since  the  last 

quarterly  returns,  except  tlie  addition  of  Master's  Mate  A.  H.  Berry. 

I  a1.*«>  enclose  the  only  s<Tap  of  paper  found  on  board  of  tins  vessel, 

by  which  it  would  apj>ear  that  (Mirtlag-fjflicer  is  still  up  the  Mi.ssissippi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.veiTresiwclfuUy.your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Cotntnamkn 
Hon.  (iii>c<iN  VYeki.ks, 

Sfereiary  of  the  Naiyy,  Washington,  D.  C 


from  th(  Sfcretanj  of  the  Namj  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  urging 
prompt  action  againitt   Vivi'shurg,   AfUs. 

Na>*t  Department,  July  29^  1SG3. 

Sib:  Knowing  that  you  fully  concur  with  me  in  the  importanco'of 
capturing  Vicksoui^  and  keeping  open  and  unobstructed  the  Missis- 
stppi  River,  1  beg  leave  to  suluiut  an  extract  from  a  very  instructive 
ap,-"  r  ■,  ■-live  letter  addressed  by  f 'omnmnder  Porter  to  Klag-Olbcer 
FiL  iJal^'d  the  l;Uli  instant,  a  copy  ol  which  has  been  forwaiiled 
U>  Mii.i  department.  The  long  detention  of  so  large  a  naval  force 
befon*  Vicksburg.  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  land 
~lo  cooperate  with  the  navy  in  taking  and  bidding  the  place,  is, 
ftUaro,  a  source  of  regret  to  yon  as  well  as  myself. 

It  is  a  pn'ssing  necessity  that  so  imjiortant  a  place  should  not  be 
held  bv  the  rebels. 

While  it  is  in  their  possession,  it  not  only  interrupts  navi^atio^  and 
keeps  our  squadron  unemphtyed,  but  impairs  its  cfliciency  iu  cutting 

X   W   M— V*U.   I'll s 
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off  (Communication  and  transpor!.utiun  of  stores  and  troope  U»  sustain 
the  pui'niy. 

Kxcusft  these  suggestions,  which  you  will  appreciate,  and  wluch  ane 
marlo  rn  }uinnant  in  Iranamitting  the  extract  from  C4)ramftndcr  PorU^r's 
loltnr. 

We  can  not  have  a  rij^id  river  poUcc  and  oiWlivo  intonhition 
between  tho  opposite  shores  while  \  ickslmrg  remains  an  obstacle  l^ 
prevent,  or  at  least  retard,  uperatiinxs. 

^I  would  invito  esperiul  atUMition  to  Ihe  remarks  in  relation  to  Gen- 
eral Williaina  and  his  force,  and  the  opinion  expivssed,  that  he  can  go 
anywhere  30  iniU^  into  the  interior  l>elow  Viokshurg.  and,  supttortcd 
by"  the  giiidH)ats.  destroy  the  enemy's  sUires,  capture  the  cattle  they 
luive  ^ru/.in^.  and  1h'  inintrunienta)  in  keeping  o[wn  the  river. 
1  pTun^  high  %uhie  on  rouuuander  Porter's  ohscrvationa,  and  hi» 
urgent  conviction  that  prompt  action  should  be  taken  induces  mo  to 
communicate  his  views  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  "your  obe<lient  servant, 
GlUEUN  Weu-es. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 


I 


Report  of  Flag-Oifker  Farm^ut,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  ffmt«/  at  JVwc  Ot/mmJ 
with  five  veftsels  of  hh  coinman<l,  uyith  account  of  an  aifacl'  upnn  the  i 
C.  S.  ram  ArJcansas. 

No.  152.1 


I^Yaoship  ILartfokd, 

Nfw  Orleam,  July  29,  lb'62. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  arrived  hero  ycs- 
tenlay  about  noon  with  t!ie  ships  Hronkhjn,  Rwhinond.  and  Hartfordf 
uiid  gunbnuts  Pinoln  anfl  Ktmnlur,  the  other gimboats,  excepting  ih© 
Ktitakdin  and  Ktneo,  left  at  Haton  Kouge  for  the  protection  of  the 
tn)(ip.s,  luiviiig  rireccded  me. 

On  the  JOtli  mstant  I  received  the  order  of  the  Department  to  drop 
the  sliips  down  the  river  and  not  to  risk  tliem  before  tne  batlerie^s  more 
than  ]>ossihle.  The  river  had  fallen  very  much,  and  nxy  anxietv  was 
great  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  get  the  large  ship.s  ilowu:  unFurtu- 
nately,  the  u*oiiclad  ram  Arkan^aa  came  down  on  the  loth  before  I 
received  your  order,  and  her  commander  being  satisflwl  by  the  recep- 
tion we  gave  her  that  slio  was  not  shot-proof  1?ej>t  her  close  in  under 
the  forts,  which  arc  mountc<i  with  Vljl  and  X  mch  columbiads  and 
50-poumh'r  rifles. 

Still  Klag-Orticcr  Davis  was  determined  tliat  as  Commander  W.  0. 
Porter  tboiigfu.  his  vessel,  the  Kkscx,  was  shot-proof  he  would  make  an 
attark  on  the  ram  and  drive  licr  dowTi  to  us  or  destroy  her.  He  had 
also  determined  to  let  the  SumUr  run  at  her.  und  to  let  Colonel  Ellet 
also  attack  her  with  one  of  his  rams.  Tho  ram  lav  between  the  two 
lorts  at  the  upper  bend  of  the  river,  about  4  miles  above  our  fleet. 

It  was  stipiilnted  that  I  was  not  to  pass  up  the  river,  hut  be  ready  t-o 
receive  lier  if  she  attempted  to  come  down.  Unfortunately,  the  attack 
was  a  failure.  The  Esnex  ran  at  the  ram,  but  being  so  clumsy  they  let 
the  l>ow  of  tlie  ram  swing  off  from  the  shore,  so  that  the  Eattex  ran  fast 
aground,  but  she  delivered  her  three  IX-inch  guns  into  the  ram  nt  not 
more  than  10  or  VI  feet,  and  tlioi^e  who  saw  the  ram  afterwartU  say  that 
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she  had  a  laree  hole  knocked  into  her.  Colonel  Ellet's  ram  also  ran  at 
the  ironclad,  out  the  fire  from  the  forts  and  ram  so  damaged  her  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  she  got  hack  to  her  anchorage,  and  it  ia  only 
remarkable  that  she  was  not  destroyed ;  we  do  not  know  that  she  dam- 
aged the  ram.  The  SunUer,  from  some  misunderstanding,  did  not  go 
in. 

This  was  a  daring  act  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ellet,  and  one  from 
which  both  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  myself  tried  to  deter  him. 

The  Essex  after  she  got  afloat  ran  down  to  our  fleet  through  a  storm 
of  shot  and  shell,  and  strange  to  say  not  a  shot  struck  her  after  she 
left  the  upper  forts.  She  was  only  penetrated  by  three  proi  ectiles  from 
the  ram  and  forts,  viz,  one  IX-incn  and  one  50-pounder  rine  solid  shot, 
and  one  50-pounder  conical  shell.  The  last  went  through  the  case- 
mates about  6  feet  from  the  forward  comer  and  exploded  inside, 
killing  1  man,  and  wounding  3,  which  was  nearly  all  the  damage  done 
the  crew.  The  IX-inch  solid  shot  penetrated  the  forward  casemate 
nearly  amidships,  passed  through  the  iron,  but  did  not  go  through  the 
wood.  The  50-poundcr  rifle  passed  through  the  port  quarter,  and 
lodged  in  the  wardroom,  doing  no  harm,  but  of  course  each  of  these 
shots  started  the  wood  and  iron  considerably,  and  other  shot  in  the 
same  vicinity  would  have  done  much  damage. 

I  waited  a  day  or  two  for  General  WiUiams  to  make  his  prepara- 
tions for  leaving,  as  he  had  determined  to  do  so,  not  having  well  men 
enough  to  take  care  of  the  sick  ones.  When  all  was  ready  I  settled 
with  Flag-Officer  Davis  that  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  was  to  take 
charge  of  the  lower  part  of  the  river  with  the  Essex  and  Sumter.  I 
do  not,  however,  consider  this  force  sufficient,  for  there  are  two  gun- 
boats in  Red  River  and  two  in  the  Yazoo.  I  presume  Flag-Officer 
Davis  will  destroy  those  in  the  Yazoo,  and  my  gunboats  chased  the 
Music  and  Webb  up  the  Red  River,  but  drew  too  much  water  to  go  far. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  veiy  interesting  report*  of 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  is  now  one  of 
the  most  important  points  on  this  whole  river,  as  the  enemy  is  gettine 
his  supplies  from  thence  for  liis  army  east  of  the  Mississippi.  It  wiU 
therefore  be  well  to  direct  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  to  keep  his 
vessels  there,  and  the  crossing  will  be  stopped  entirely.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  ironclad  ram  Arkansas  will  attempt  to  come  down 
the  river,  but  if  she  ever  gets  under  the  guns  of  one  of  my  ships  I  hope 
to  give  a  good  account  of  her,  but  to  attack  her  under  the  forts  with 
the  present  amount  of  work  before  us  would  be  madness. 

I  shall  leave  in  the  river,  for  the  protection  of  General  Butler  and 
his  troops,  the  Pensacola,  Mississippi,  and  Portsmouth^  and  as  fast  as 
the  other  vessels  can  be  coaled  and  their  most  serious  damages 
repaired,  I  shall  send  them  around  to  Pensacola  and  Mobile.  I  shall 
go  in  this  vessel  to  Ship  Island,  and  from  thence  to  Pensacola,  to  make 
my  final  arrangements  for  our  future  depot.  It  is  so  difficult,  how- 
ever, to  repair  vessels  at  Ship  Island  that  I  think  there  can  be  but 
little  comparison  between  the  two  places,  provided  that  we  can  main- 
tain ourselves  at  Pensacola.  I  shall  take  with  me  from  this  place 
some  half  dozen  ship  carpenters,  so  as  to  go  on  with  the  temporary 
repairs  to  my  vessels.     Tnere  are  not  more  than  two  or  three  vessels 

♦See  Porter  to  Farragut,  July  13,  1863. 
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m  the  whole  fleet  tlint  do  not  require  a  mouth  or  two  in  dockyard  for 
ix'ptiir.  AIth(Mi|;h  wt*  huve  Hciireel}'  tiiiy  of  our  vosswls  struck  verj' 
frequently,  still  the.-^  l«rgo  shot  t-oar  a  ship  to  piwies  terribly  when 
they  do  ^^o  through. 

r  am  obU^ed  to  ex|)end  a  j^reat  deal  of  monoy  on  some  of  these  tw- 
aels  before  tliev  an*  safe  to  go  outride,  and  even  tlion.  if  they  ."^hnuld  he 
so  unfortunate  as  to  enw)unter  a  gale,  it  is  a  question  hut  what  tbey 
would  be  worked  to  pieces.  Still  i  shall  do  no  more  than  is  necessary, 
and  will  set  them  out  on  the  coast  to  look  after  Captain  Seniniea  at  us 
early  a  cfay  as  practicable.  I  hope  bj'  the  end  of  this  week  to  have 
them  all  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile. 

If  tlie  Ciovernnient  have  no  t  roops  to  send  me.  how  does  the  Depart- 
ment (lesijm  that  I  shall  bold  those  places  that  1  am  fortunate  enough 
to  capture  i 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  KARRAOtrr, 
Flag-Officer,  Crnndg.  Weaiem  Gvlj  Blockading  Squadron. 

Ion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtotij  D.  C, 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Fatragut^  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  t/te  prtvalenee  <j 

scurvif. 

No.  153.]  Flaosuu'  Hakikiiho, 

New  Orleans,  July  39,  lUeSj- 
Sib:  On  my  arrival  tit  Ship  Island,  if  the  Santce  has  not  already 
gone  north,  I  will  send  her  home  immedintcly,  as  I  hear  that  the 
scurvy  is  raginj:;  to  a  friffhtfiil  degree  on  board  of  her.  We  have  had 
as  high  as  SO  on  the  sit-k  list,  and  in  some  of  the  ships  100,  b»i(.  the 
cases  nave,  with  but  few  exceptions,  proved  mild ;  they  ivcover  slowly, 
and  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  sen  air  \\nll  bring  them  up. 

I  would  like  Ut  let  the  men  ^t  on  libert}"^  here;  they  are  so  anxious 
for  it,  and  feel  the  confinement  on  shipboard  so  much  that  it  makra 
them  dissatisfied.  I  will  <lo  so  if  I  can  and  where  I  ran,  n.s  1  think 
satisfaction  is  a  great  element  in  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  FARRAOtrr, 
Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  WesUrn  Gulf  Blockading  Siptadron. 

Hon.  GiUKoN  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washltigton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Uenskaw,  U.  S.  Navij,  commanding  dhyixum  of 
Mortar  FloHlia,  regarding  repairs  to  irssels. 

V.  S.  S.  Wkstfield, 
New  Orleans,  July  29,  1S6^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  u[H>n  mv  arrival  at  this 
place  I  found  the  steamers  Jackson,  ('hfinn.  and  Miami  underjyoing 
repairs. by  ihe  luiler  of  Commander  Porter,  the  two  Inltcr  requiring 
wm*  two  or  more  weeks  to  complete  them;  the  former  will  be  ready 
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for  sprvioo  in  a  few  days.  TIio  //.  hnu,  ufU'i"  lowing  tho  tiiortoi' 
&t.'ho(iui*rEi  down  the  rivor,  will  pro<*{»o(l  tu  Ponsatcila,  where  all  the 
Mnftar  FloliUa  have  been  diitH-tMi  by  Klag-OMuMT  Karragul  to  rcn- 
ilezvMiis.     *     •     » 

While  the  Miami  is  nnderfioing  repairs,  I  have  directed  Acting 
IjcutonftDt  Townsond  to  aiwunie  the  leniporarv  coininajid  of  her, 
iru^ndiiig.  if  it  meet  the  appruhuiion  of  the  Department,  to  take  the 
iKTiuaneut  conintand  of  her  upon  her  arrival  nt  Pensacola,  Acting 
lifiit^DHiit  Townsend  relieving  me  in  tiie  command  of  the  West/ifla. 
The  mortar  schooners  will  require  repairs  Iwfore  they  will  be  in 
firu'ienl  service  condition,  and  the  crews  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  Ho- 
liiU  are  so  much  enervated  by  the  climat*?  and  constant  use  of  salt 
provt<^ions  that  time  and  proper  food  will  \ie  found  necessary  to 
rwioix*  them  to  the  state  of  health  requisite  fur  edicietit  active  ser\'ice. 
Tlif  W'fstfitlii  alone  has  ha<i  some  20  cases  of  fever,  and  upward  of  20 
Dien  are  now  under  the  cfTcel.s  of  s<nm'y. 

Tliere  are  five  ollicers  eon<lenmed  by  survey  that  will  go  north  by 
\htComi*-rticiit.     *     *     * 

Kc^pectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Rexshaw, 
C&tndg,  Divisimt  of  Mvrlar  Floiiita, 
frjpeniting  toUh  West  Gvlj  BfttchuHwj  Squntlnm, 

Hun.  GipEON  Wki-les, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy.  WoJthhigton,  D.  0. 


Btpori  aj  JAruienani  Smith,  V .  S.  Navij,  annfmncing  Oie  arrhfal  of 
mortar  vessefit  at  Ilampltyn  Hoods. 

U.  S.  Mortar  Schooner  Norfolk  Packet, 

Hampton  RoatU,  Jitly  31,  1S6S. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  tliis  place  of  the  fol- 

lir  :ned  vessels  of  the  Mortar  Flotilla;  Norfolk  Packet,  ArUtta, 

^',  P'^ra,  C.  P.    WiliiantJi,    Racer,    WiUiam    Bacon,   T.  A. 

Ward,  Adolph  Ilugrl,  Matthew  V'owror,  Oeorge  Mangfuim]  Dan  Smitft, 

KospccifuUy,  yours, 

WATa<;)N  Smith, 
lAffUienant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTftarxj  of  tht  Navg,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  LieuUmirU  Smith,  P.  S.  Nanj,  ghi-ng  names  oj  mortar  rv88fU 
at  Hauipton  Roads  and  their  commanding  officcrtt. 

U.  S.  Mortar  Schooxer  Norfolk  Packet, 

Hampton  Roads.  August  i ,  IS6S. 
Sin:  In  accor«lance  with  an  order  from  Commander  I).  1).  Porter, 
I  send  the  following  list  of  tlie  vessels  composing  this  division  of  the 
Mortar  Kloiilla  anuthe  nnnies  of  their  commanders: 
Norfofk  Packet,  Lieiitenani  Commanding  Watson  Smith. 
Arliuaf  Acting  Master  Thomas  E.  Smith. 
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Sophmnia,  Arting  Master  liVmnn  nartholnmow. 
Para,  ArtinR  Mastor  Edwarti  G,  Furhcr. 
C.  P.  WiUuimii,  Acting  Master  Amos  R.  Lanj^horne. 
Rnc^r,  Acliiij;  Mnslcr  Alvin  Phiiiney. 
WiUiam  Baron,  Artinp:  Master  Wilhatn  P.  Rogrrs. 
T.  A.  Wani,  Acting  Mrtstor  William  S.  Ralirork. 
Adolph  llu^d,  Acting  Mastor  James  Van  Boskirk. 
Matih^i^  Vassar,  Artinfj  Master  Much  II.  Savage. 
George  ^fangham,  Artinj:  Maister  Jonn  CollUis. 
Dan  .Sviitlt,  Arlin(^  Mtuster  CJeorge  W.  Brown. 
Respectfully,  ytmra, 

Wat.s<»n  ftMmi, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  First  JHrimon  Mortar  FhtiUti. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkixes, 

Secrelarif  of  fhf  Naiy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  oj  Flag-Ofjtcfr  Farmgut,  U.  S.  Na\yy,  to  Ueutma7}t  Roe,  U.  S. 
A'^flvy,  to  rt'lievr  Lteufrnajii  Prehle,  V.  S.  Natvj,  in  romman^l  of  thi 
U,  6.  N.  KaUiiidin  at  HaUm  Houge. 

U.  S.  Fr^AGsiiip  Hartkori>, 

New  Orlfons,  Jvhj  SO,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  consider  yourself  dpfjiohefl  from  the  l'.  S.  sieAinJ 
sloop  Penmeofa.  and  you  utU  take  passage  in   tlie  first  steamer  forj 
Biiton  Rouge  and  relieve  Lieutenant  G.  H.  Preble  in  the  command  of] 
the  ^uiiil)oat  Katahdin.     You  will  continue  to  Baton  Rouge  as  a  pro- 1 
tcction   to  the  United   States  troops  under  (jcneral  Williams,  hut 
should  your  senrices  be  required  by  Commander  Porter  to  assist  him 
in  his  encounter  with  the  enemy,  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  that 
end,  together  with  the  Kirtfo.     Y*ou  will  write  me  from  time  to  time 
by  tiie  steamers  coming  dt>wn  to  this  plac**  in  order  tliat  I  may  be 
posted  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  above  But^^m  Rouge. 

It  is  particularly  necessary  that  [I  should  have  the]  earliest  notice 
of  the  movemfints  of  the  ram  do^\Ti  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  O.  Farraout, 
I'lag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  S^uadnm. 

Lieut^^nant  F.  A.  Rok, 

U.  S.  S.  P^n^acola. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragui,  If.  S.  A'ary,  to  Lieutenant  PrehJe,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  and  proceed  to 
biocKode  dttty. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  July  SO,  1862, 
Sir;  You  will  deliver  over  the  conwnand  of  the  Katahdin  to  Lieu- 
tenant F.  A.  Roe  and  repair  to  New  Orleans  and  take  cfmmiand  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Oneida  and   prepare  her  for  sea   iramediat^Uy,  and  report 
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Yoiinelf  to  Commander  Hitchcock,  off  Mobile,  for  duty  on   the 
Very  rrapectfuHy,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.   F'AKKAaUT, 

Flatj-Ofjifer,  Commanding  Weatem  (rttJf  Wockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Conurtiinding  Geo.  H.  Prkblk, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gvnhoat  Katahdin. 


Ordfr  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  -Vai»i/,  to  Commander  PorUr,  U.  S. 
yijvij,  rtgarding  thr  imporUincr  of  refainhig  Fedtrnl  forcfs  at  tJie 
mouth  of  Red  liiver. 

Flaomuv  Hautkoud, 
New  Orleans,  July  SO,  186$. 
Deak  Captain:  The  officers  who  went  up  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  report  that  the  pnnhoats  Webb  and  Mime  are  still  there  look- 
ing out  tur  our  transports  imd  for  the  conveyanL-e  of  eattlo  and  pro- 
nsinns  and  stores  over  t<>  the  ea.sl*rn  .shoiv  uf  the  Mississippi.  It  is 
repn'wnl^'d  a.s  the  most  iniportani  point  on  the  river  fur  our  forces  to 
beat  present.  The  Red  Uiver  will  .soon  he  too  low  fvir  the  f^mhnata 
t«  eome  out.  Your  brother  David  has  written  a  ver>*  excellent  letter 
on  the  subject,  which  1  have  sent  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
N'avy.  I  nope  you  will  look  to  it.  The  gunboats  can  take  care  of 
Baton  Rou^e. 

When  von  are  in  want  of  provision.s,  etc.,  writt*  down  to  Captain 
MoiTis.  wlio  IS  the  commanding  ofHc<-r  hero,  iind  he  will  send  thcni  to 
you.  and  the  pay  for  them  will  be  arranged  with  the  Department 
ifierwiirds. 

Ver>-  respoetfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  F'akraoit, 
Flotj-Offit'fr,  Commanding  Wtstern  Onlf  lihckading  Sguadron. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porteh. 

Commamhmj  C  S.  Gunhoat  Esxex. 


Ordfr  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut.  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Eagle,  U.  8. 
Naf*ij,  cotnmavdnuj  V.  S.  frigate  Santen,  regarding  tht  disposition  of 
ordnancf  and  other  stores  on  thai  vessel. 

FLAHSBtP   HaRTPOBD, 

NeirOrkans,  Juhj  SO,  JS62. 
Sib:  You  will  leave  all  ordnance  and  other  stoo's  tliat  are  not  actu- 
ally necessary  to  take  your  vessel  to  Boston  on  board  uf  the  Potonnic. 
I  will  be  at  Ship  Island  in  a  day  or  two  on  my  way  to  Pensacola. 
Verii'  n'spctHfidly,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  F.vnKAGrT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

C«ptjiin  Hrnry  Eagle, 

Comtnanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Santee, 


T^T?ST  QTTT.F   BT^CKADTXG   ftQFADROX. 

Uno/Jicial  rf.port  nj  Commandrr  HUrhau-k,  V.  S.  Nart/,  onnmaiidin^ 
V .  .S'.  iS.  Susqufhanua,  urging  ihc  need  of  an  incrraffd  force  oj  tteanir 
ers  on  th^-  hlnvfrade  off  Mobile 

V.   S.  S.  Sl'Sgi'KIIANXA, 

Off  MohUe.  Met.,  July  SI.  IfifiB. 

My  Dear  Sir:  My  position  is  an  awkward  ont*  and  noi.ut  all pleaa- 
ant.  Your  order  to  come  here  and  slop,  and  the  one  in  relntion  to 
Porter,  is  all  I  have.  Not  the  first  word  from  Farragut.  No  com- 
ntuniration  with  anyone. 

Tlic  rebel  sLeiimers  have  again  made  their  appearance  in  Mississippi 
Sound.  Now.  if  there  is  not  something  at  Ship  Island  to  afford  pro- 
teetion  hesides  the  Potovifte  (wiii<'h  was  oiit^-^ide  the  har)  the  Irans- 
port,s  ai*e  in  danger.  The  steamers  of  the  rehels  are  fast  nt  lenst  two 
of  thorn.  They  can  pass  down  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  without  our 
knowledge  and  take  any  of  the  transports  bound  to  Ship  Islantl. 

A  tine  steamer  ran  in  on  the  ^flth.  We  think  it  was  one  of  the 
sound  boats,  the  Cnlijornia  or  Cuba,  with  her  upper  works  taken  off. 
Thev  arc  both  veiy  fast.  Captain  Febiger,  who  has  been  a  passenger 
in  ifiem,  tells  mo  tliev  will  go  over  It  knots. 

Do,  in  mercy,  send  some  steam  vessels  hero  that  wo  may  htok  out 
for  this  plaee.  Do  all  we  can,  it  is  impossible  t()  keej)  steamers  out  if 
they  wisn  to  go  in.  It  will  not  be  lung  before  you  licar  of  s):)me  of  our 
ves.sels  being  taken  if  there  are  not  some  st^am  vessels  to  look  out 
between  this  and  Ship  Island. 

I  (h>  not  (hinli  the  Prrhh:  and  Bohio  are  of  the  least  use  here,  but  in 
the  way.  The  times  of  many  of  the  men  are  out  {one-year  men), 
their  allotments  are  stopped,"  and  they  can  not  get  cjctra  pay,  not 
bein^'  on  a  foreign  station  (at  least  so  they  think). 

Wliat  is  to  be  dune  witli  the  men  whose  lime  expires?  I  have  no 
orders  and  am  in  the  dark  as  to  evervthing  in  relation  to  this  squadron. 

We  shall  soon  have  Ui  go  to  Ship  Island  or  Pensaeola  for  coal,  which 
will  take  a  week  or  teTi  nays.  'Hie  ship  is  not  fitted  to  take  in  coal 
expeditiously;  in  fact,  is  adozen  years  behind  the  times,  Itattery  and  alb 

The  two  next  months  wUl  no  doiibt  give  us  bad  weather,  and.  if  a 
heavy  gale,  we  will  stand  a  bad  chance  ttith  our  defective  shaft. 

If  1  had  oeen  ortiere^l  to  the  ship  and  told  to  ffo  to  sea  when  she  was 
ready,  I  should  have  marie  a  statement  of  her  defects,  which  embrae* 
almost  everything  about  her. 

I  think  they  have  nnide  this  place  so  strong  that  i6  can  nut  be  taken 
witliout  a  regular  invesHneiK .  Four  months  since  they  had  but  two 
fire  companies  in  Fori  Morgan. 

Ciod  grant  we  have  no  mon»  bad  luck,  hut  I  fear  it  without  we  get 
some  more  steam  ve,ssels  soon. 

The  steamers  sent  by  General  Butler  from  New  Orleans  to  this  place 
for  flour,  stojiping  at  ::^hip  Island,  had  the  means  put  in  their  hands  to 
furiiish  all  the  infi>rmation  |>os3ible  (»f  our  defenseless  condition. 

U  some  lirewood  could  be  sent  out  by  the  provision  steamer  for  our 
use  it  would  be  a  great  convenience. 

On  the  morning  of  July  31  six  men  came  off  from  Fort  Morgan. 
The  following  i.s  a  memorandimi  obtained  from  one  of  these  deserters: 

Out-ttide  pnrftpet  gunft  around  Fwi  Morgan.  —  Light-house  battory, 
12  gims,  32-pounder3,  smoothbore;  battery  to  right  of  Ugbt-house,  5 
guns,  32-pounder8.  smoothbore;  battery  tt^  left  oriigbt-hoiise,  2  guns, 
32-pounders,  smoothbore;   north-siile   battery,   1    gun,   32-pounder, 
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DuHitliliorc:  iiiirthiMist,,  I  nun.  32-poiiiulor,  rilleil;  c»».st  corner.  1  pm, 
'32-ptiundor.  MjUMithlwin*:  sontlipjisLciinior,  2  mortars,  X-inch:  south 

romcT,  1  mortar.  32-nDundor.  rUleJ :  Huutliwest,  1  mortar,  32-poundf'r. 

nllwi.  ■ 

Casemate  g*in^. — South  side.  4  2-1-pounders,  8mootlibon»,   1   42- 

wiund^^r,  smooihhoro;  west  siae,  8  liouiizfrs,  24-|Kiumler8,  srnooth- 

I'lirp;  north  side.  6  howitsiers,  24-|)ounders,  smoothlinrc;  eaat  aide, 

2bowitzors,  24-pouiuU'i'9,  siuoolldMjre. 
hwipi't  guji«  nhinr  thr  canemnic-t.     Bofltion  No.   1.  north  side,  3 

2fpoundtTs.  smoothbore.  1  24-pounder.  snioothboro;  hnstion  No.  2, 

PMl  side,  4  24-pounders,  smoothbore,  1  32-pounder,  rifled;  bastion 

No.  3,  suutli  side,  2  24-|Kuinders,  riiled.  2  32-pounders,  rilled,  1  X-iiich 

roluiubiud:  between  east  and  southeotit,  4  32-pound('rs,  rifled;  snuth- 
<»!.t  bastion  No.  4.  2  32-poundery,  rilhul,  1  32-ponniler,  rilli'd  Duhl- 
gren,  2  21-iM*unders,  snioothlMire;  south  curtain,  1  X-inrh  cohmibiad, 
L'Diihl^en,  K-inrb.  1  X  imh.  riflefl  in  n  32-poiindor;  bastion  No.  5, 
{  32-nonndors,  snnH>tlibiire;  soutbwost,  2  32-pounder8,  rifled,  1 
X-iiirh  cobimbiad  134  ^^iwa  iu  all). 

The  whole  fort  rontain.s  70  guns  in  all.  No  batteries  put  up 
hoiweou  the  fort  anil  tlie  ialantlup  lo  tlie  Pordido.  T\v<i  cuvalry 
ronipanies — one  S5  men  strong  between  the  fort  and  Pordido  River; 
tbc  other  at  Navy  Cove,  fltationcd  them  doin^  picket  duty. 

Hlren^lh  of  Fort  Moi^aii:  One  hatlalion,  First  Alahania.  ronsisla 
of  artillnrv,  6  companies  about  500  strong,  and  2  liglit  artillen*  com- 
nanies,  about  200;  about  700  in  all,  Iwsich^s  the  cavalry.  Colonel 
Powell,  r<immander. 

Fort  fiatnes  has  ubi>ut  30  guns,  mostly  rifled  32-pounders,  iuchuliug 
2  l)Bhlin"ens,  and  has  (i  eompanies  fur  garrisons. 

tiuiiboat  Morgan  carries  10  32-poundprs,  rifled. 

(tunboat  (iainrs  (Mirries  10  32-pounder3,  rifled. 

Ctunboat  Florida  carries  4  rifled  guns. 

The  ram  Baltic  has  4  ^ns  below,  2  Dahlgrens  and  2  32-pounder 
riflrs,  and  2  small  brass  pieced  upstairs. 

Truly,  yours,  R.  B.  TTitciicoc^k, 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq. 


Ordrr  of  Fhg-Off\eer  Fnrrngut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Aldrn,  U.  S. 
Naiv/,  rnmmnuiiing  U .  S.  S.  Richmovd,  to  proceed  to  PenMicoia,  Fhi., 
U*\u^)%iiuj  ai  MohiU. 

U.  S.    Fl.AOSiril'    U.\RTFORI), 

NeiP  Orleann.  July  SI,  tS62. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  from  here  to  Pilot  Town  and  colloot  together 
jiut'b  articles  as  you  h'ft  there,  tlieii  prm:eed  to  Peiisiicola.  touching 
off  Mol»ile  to  see  the  stale  of  thiup;  there.  Should  your  presence  be 
deemed  necessary  you  will  remain  there  until  I  arrive,  but  if  not  you 
ran  run  over  lo  iVn.sacola  and  nnike  your  repairs  to  your  engines,  etc., 
and  get  vour  ship  ready  for  blockading  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragit, 
Flag'Offieer,  CommandiTig  WcsUrn  Gvlf  Hlochiding  Squadron. 

Commander  James  Aloen. 

Ccfmmandiri^  I/.  S.  Sieatn  Stoop  Kichmoiid. 
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Report  of  Commander  Hitchcock,  V.  S.  I^m-y,  rtgarding  the  escape  n/« 

stctimer  into  Mobile,  and  vrffin^  the  neea  of  additional  steamtn  ti 

tftot  jmnt. 

V.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 
on  Mobile,  Ala..  July  SI.  186?. 

Sm:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25ili 
instant  a  steamer  ran  into  the  port  of  Mobile.  She  was  discorere<l  il 
dayliKht  close  under  the  lam!  to  the  eastward  f>f  Fort  Morjrau.  Tlw 
Kanawhn  and  this  ship  oiideavored  to  ciit  Iier  ulT,  but  werr*  uuuhlr  lo 
cioso.  Tht'  KamiiHui  liati  just  returned  from  a  night  cruise  ahuii;  tin* 
shore  to  thn  eastward.  Tlie  steamer  wa-**  followed  up  .noine  disunrf 
within  the  range  of  (ire  of  Fort  Morgan.  Tlie  rebel  naval  vessels  ran 
up  into  Na\'y  Cove  and  fired  acrusH  the  }X)int  of  land,  but  noiu?  of  thfir 
snells  nor  tlioso  of  the  fort  took  effect. 

The  rejiorl.s  are  that  the  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay  are  about  completed 
and  that  they  have  great  confidenee  in  being  able  to  hold  it.  On  Lh* 
26th  one  of  tlieir  steamers  passed  down  the  [Mis-sissippi]  Sound  iusid« 
of  Dauphin  Island.  This  is  their  first  appearance  there  for  t — 
months. 

I  have  withdrawn  the  brig  Bohio  from  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass,  us 
she  is  not  tit  to  contend  with  the  i^cbel  steamers.  We  are  without 
information  of  the  other  vessels  of  this  squadrcjn,  and  I  have  no  infor- 
mation that  any  of  mj'  communications  have  reached  the  flag-oflicer. 

Placed  as  we  are  without  beinjj  able  to  comnninicate  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron,  I  tnist  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  for  m 
to  renew  mv  recjuest  of  July  3,  that  more  steam  vessels  be  st»nt  to  ihi 
point.     It  1^  ven,'  inortifymg  to  have  vessels  nm  the  blockade  aodj 
Know,  after  all  our  exertions,  we  can  not  prevent  it. 

Their  armed  steamers  can  pass  down  the  sound  in  the  night  witliout 
our  knowledge  antl  thus  endanger  any  of  the  vessels  bound  to  Sliip 
island. 

We  have  used  all  the  economy  po-ssible  in  the  expenditure  of  coal, 
but  will  soon  he  obliged  to  go  to  Sliip  Island  for  a  supply,  which  will 
leave  an  inadequate  force  to  meet  that  of  the  rebels.  J 

There  is  great  discontent  among  the  men  on  board  the  Preble,  from™ 
their  detention  after  the  expiiation  of  tlieir  one-year  service.     They 
say  that  their  allotments  have  been  slopped,  and  that  they  will  not  Iw 
alfowed  extra  ]mv,  as  they  are  not  on  a  foreign  station. 

The  Preble  and  liohio  are  of  little  use  hei-e.  and  in  a  calm  am  at  the 
mercy  of  the  rille  guns  of  the  rebels. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3 1 .  six  men  came  up  from  Fort  Morgan,  viz, 
John  M.  \'emon,  bom  in  England,  citizen  of  the  United  States;  Theo- 
dore Shu m,  born  in  Germany,  citizen  of  the  United  States;  Joseph 
Phifer,  boni  in  Germany,  citizen  of  the  United  States;  John  Laccy, 
born  in  England,  citizen  of  the  United  States;  Robert  ITaimn.  bom 
in  ICnglun<l.  citizen  of  the  United  States;  James  Dugan,  bom  in  Eng- 
hind.  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

They  confirm  the  reports  before  reported.     Fort  Moi^n,  90  guus* 
uKiunting  more;  Fort  Gaines,  20  or  30.     Defenses  around  the  city 
exteasive;  the  naval  force  as  before  reported;  the  Baltic  (ram)  coni- _ 
plete<l.  ■ 

Seven  regiments  have  loft  Mobile  three  days  ago  for  Chattanooga." 
Twentv-five    regiments   under   General    Bragg's   command    passed 
through  Mobile  on  their  way  to  Chattanooga.     The  desi^  is  to  siir-^ 
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prise  General  Buell.     I  shall  send  these  men  to  New  York  in  tlie 
steamer  ConiiecticiU. 

The  six  deserters  brought  off  a  good  boat  and  their  arms.  I  have 
furnished  each  of  them  with  a  frock,  trousers,  and  a  pair  of  shoes,  for 
which  I  beg  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Hitchcock, 
CommaTider  and  Senior  Ofiicer  off  Mobile. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy. 


Newspaper  cutting. 

Cairo,  III.,  August  1. — The  Grenada  Appeal  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
contains  Mobile  dispatches  announcing  that  the  steamer  Cuba  ran  the 
blockade  off  that  port  on  the  25th.  She  brought  a  full  cargo  of  arms, 
ammunition,  medicines,  and  blankets. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispos^ition 
of  the  U.  S.  baric  Midnight  on  account  of  sickness  of  the  crew. 

FijiGSHip  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  bark  Midnight  arrived  off  South  West 
Pass  with  forty  cases  of  scurvy,  dysentery,  and  diarrhea,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  vessel  was  baa,  from  the  foremast  being  sprung  and 
fished,  and  her  forerigging  rotten.  Upon  consultation  with  the  fleet 
surgeon,  I  determined  to  send  her  home,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for 
such  a  crew  to  recruit  in  this  climate. 

The  Midnight  has  been  most  active  on  the  west  coast  of  Texas,  and 
has  been  now  constantly  on  blockade  nine  months,  during  which  time 
she  has  only  had  fresh  provision  twenty-four  davs. 

Captain  [Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant]  Trathen  appears  to  be  an 
energetic  officer,  and  is  desirous  to  return  again  to  this  station;  his 
crew  s  times  have  nearly  expired,  and  it  would  not  be  well  under  any 
circumstances  to  send  these  men  back  here  for  some  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Offieer,  Commanding  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Namj. 


Report  of  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  services  of  a 
gunboat  at  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex,  August  1,  186 J. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  received  information  that  Breckinridge  is  now 

moving  on  tliis  place  with  6,000  troops.     I  have  moved  this  vessel  1 

mile  above  the  town  to  command  in  its  rear.     The  Kineo  is  below  half 
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a  mile.     Tho  KataMin  has  all  hor  machinery  apart  and  is  oppwiiti 
the  towii  or  city-     I  heiir  the  rebels  aie  orossirij;  arms  hikJ  i-al  tie  ahnr^J 
antl  will  HiMiti  uj)  the  Sumier.     We  also  hear  the  ram  is  on  her  wtyj 
down  U)  aid  in  the  attack.     1  hope  it  is 50.  we  will  ^ive  a  jjikhI  arcoimlj 
of  her.     I  would  like  you  to  send  up  one  of  your  steam  gunbualf^  1 
will  work;  hoth  of  lliesp  here  are  on  the  dnrtor's  list. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verj'^  respectfully,  etc., 

W-  n.  Porter, 

Ctmtmander. 
Flas-Oirieer  FAKRAnrT. 


Letf^from  Major-Generai  Biifhr.  U.  S.  Army,  fo  Ffap-O^rtr  Fnrra^\ 
V.  S.  Navif,  trawmiUHnff  letter  from  Ctminiander  Porter,  U .  S.  NlVf 
requesting  reinjorcemeni  at  Baton  Houge. 

Headquartbrs  Department  of  the  Gulp, 

AVi/,'  OrlainA.  Iai.,  AuguJtl  ^,  l86t 
Dear  Sm:  T  enrlosc  yon  Cnptnin  Porter's  letter  to  me,  for  yoarl 
information.     I  will  tivml  him  a  sleam  tut;,  of  wh<:>se  service  he  can| 
avail  himself. 

I  would  strongly  urge  that  one  of  the  light-tlraft  douhh'-endew  I 
sent  to  him,  say  the  Wetttfield.  f'Ujton,  or  Miami,  to  clear  out  He 
River.     As  to  the  suggestions  as  to  fortifying  Baton  Uouge  on  the  rive 
side,  it  is  simply  impossible  for  wa!it  of  proper  j^uns.     IT  the  (itHit  ftftH 
not  hold  the  river  a<^ainst  tho  enemy's  rams  or  otlior  boat^i,  the  quicker 
we  abanilon  Ijouisiana  the  better. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  very  respectfully,  you  r  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin "K.  Bitlek, 

Major-Qeneral,  Commanding, 
Klajf-Oflicer  Faruaoit, 

Commnnding  Wentrm  Gulf  Stpirtdron. 

[Endontre.] 

U.  S.  fiiTxnoAT  Essex, 
OiJ  Hilton  Rouge,  Juhj  SO,  1,^62. 

Gener.\l:  T  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  lay  before  you  the  foI< 
lowinjj  facts: 

AfUM-  runniuK  the  Idockode  at  Vicksburg,  my  orders  were  to  pn 
eced  to  Baton  Roup:e.  take  in  supples,  and  then  to  uscond  the  Mi 
sippi,  ronstantly  cruisin*;  between  this  point  and  Vickslmrj;. 

The  gimboats  Katahdin  ond  ICineo,  also  tlie  ran>  Sumter,  were  lefl 
with  me  here  as  a  prntci'ting  fnn-e.     Tlie  two  former  l>oats  have  tliei 
machinery  si>  deranged  that  they  are  absolulcly  useless  f(tr  active  .serv- 
ice until  thoroughly  uverliauled  and  re])ain'tr.     The  Sumfrr  has  hut- 
four  men,  and  the  captain  of  her  is  the  only  officer  free  from  .sleekness  J 

There  aiv  two  rebel  gunboats  up  the  lied  River  wliich  should  be" 
seeti  to,  but  willi  my  present  force  it  would  be  impracticable  to  attack 
them  with  success  without  some  other  light-draft  gunboats.     The  low 
Htagi*  of  water  iji  the  Ketl  River  would  prevent  the  Ks^ex  going  up. 

The  enemy  are  also  fortifying  at  ICllis  riitls,  some  20  miles  below 
Natchez,  and  unless  si)eedfly  ^Jt'cn  to  will  eventually  cause  much 
trouble.  A  pnwerful  steam  tug  to  tow  the  liHsejr  up  the  Mississippi, 
and  also  to  convey  suflicicnt  coal  .supply.  1  respectfully  solicit,  Ui&J^ 

-  -"^ 
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be  sent  me  as  early  as  practicable.  In  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
this  city  large  bodies  of  rebel  troops  are  concentrating,  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  tlie  immediate  fortification  of  the  place,  both  of 
tlie  land  and  river  side.  The  ram  Arkansas  is  still  above  water,  and 
could,  without  doubt,  if  the  Essex  were  absent,  retake  the  city. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTEK, 

Commanding  Ihmsion  of  Western  Flotilla  below  Vicksburg. 

General  Butler, 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Commanding  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Brigadier-GeTieral  Williams,  If.  S.  Army,  regarding  informa- 
tion received  concerning  Confederate  movements  near  Baton  Rouge. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  2,  1862, 
John  Mahan  [Mann?],  with  a  pass  from  General  Butler,  dated  July 
22,  for  Vicksburg,  and  who  left  New  Orleans  July  25  and  arrived  at 
Ponchatoula  and  Camp  Moore  Monday,  July  28,  having  proceeded 
up  the  Jackson  Railroad  as  far  as  Jackson,  arrived  here  by  tlic  way  of 
Summit,  Liberty,  and  Bayou  8ara  this  morning  at  10  o'clock.  He 
says  he  saw  Breckinridge's  force  of  6  full  regiments  and  14  gims  at 
Camp  Moore  and  Ponchatoula  Monday,  July  28,  and  that  their  pur- 
pose is  to  attack  this  place;  says  they  may  be  expected  on  the  rear  of 
Baton  Kouge  at  this  time,  or  at  anv  time  in  the  next  dav  or  two. 

Mahan  also  reports  that  the  rebels  have  field  guns  and  beef  cattle 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  They  intend  crossing  to  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  and  I  have  sent  him 
with  a  note  to  Captain  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  flotilla 
here,  at  the  same  time  advising  Porter  of  Mahan's  statement  regard- 
ing Breckinridge's  movement  on  this  place,  to  put  the  gunboats 
designed  to  flank  us  on  their  guard. 

If  Mahan  be  a  true  man  and  a  tnie  observer  there  is  to  be  an  attack 
here  or  at  New  Orleans;   if  at  New  Orleans,  a  demonstration  here. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Williams, 
Brigadier-General,  Volunteers. 
Captain  R.  S.  Davis,  - 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

«  *  *  4c  «  >((  w 

P.  S. — Two  additional  gimboats  are  desirable.  The  Arkansas  may 
come  to  cooperate  witli  the  rel)el  land  force,  and  also  the  Music  and 
the  Webb.     Tlie  latter  is  said  to  be  rather  formidable,  carrying  8  ^ns. 

Wliy  not  send  up  the  sloop  Oneida?  Preble  is  here.  Who  is  to 
command  her — the  Oneida  and  a  gunboat? 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  NatAf,  to  Acting  Af  cuter  Hooper, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Rachd  Seaman,  to  -proceed 
to  Pensacota,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Habtpord, 
New  Orleans,  August  2, 1862. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  in  the  vessel  under  your  com- 
mand to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  upon  your  arrival  there  will  report  your- 
self to  me  or  the  senior  naval  officer  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fasbagut, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadron, 

Acting  Master  Quincy  A.  Hoopeb, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  R.  Seaman. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farramit,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hunter,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  to  proceed  vnth  that  vessd 
to  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Haetford, 
New  Orleans,  August  2,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  immediately,  upon  receipt  of  this,  proceed  to  Shin 
Island,  and  there  discharge  into  the  receiving  ship  Potomac  such  ora- 
nance  and  other  stores  as  are  not  absolutely  necessary  to  take  your 
vessel  nortli. 

Having  tlone  this,  you  will  then  ])roceed  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command  to  PhiladelpMa  and  report  your  arrival  there  in  writing  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     I  am  having  a  correspondence 
with  the  English  commander  on  the  WHl-o'-tke-vnsp. 
Very  re.si)octfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Chas.  Hunter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 


Letter  from  Major-Genercd  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General 
Williams,  U.  S.  Army,  acknowledging  receipt  of  information  regard- 

ing  Confederate  movements. 

Headquarters  Departmext  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  August  3,  1862. 
General  :  T  received  your  note  hy  the  hand  of  John  Mann  [Mahan  ?], 
who  was  in  my  confidential  service.     *     *     * 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Major-Generai,  Commariding. 
Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Commanding  at  Baton  Rouge. 

P.  S. — I  have  communicated  with  the  flag-officer  concerning  the 
boat  at  Red  River. 
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(hdtr  of  Flag-Officer  Farrwpii,  U.S.  JVa^^l/,  tn  Lieuttnant  Fairfax,  U.  S. 
Na\>y,  for  a  reconnoissanve  aiony  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  9.  FuiGSHIP    HaRTI-'()RJ>,       ' 

New  Orleans,  Autrufii  S,  tSSS. 
Sir:    You  will  proi'^Msd  slowly  down  the  coast  of  Texas  to  BraxoM 
Santiago,  looking  into,  the  ports  as  well  as  you  can,  spcakino;  such  of 
our  cruist'ra  a.i  you  meet,  and  brinj^  me  all  the  inteUigeuce  of  that  coast 
that  you  may  oe  able  to  culleet. 

Very  feapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farkacsit. 
Flag-Officrr,  Commanding  Wentem  Qulf  Blockading  St^uadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  McN.  Fairfax, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cai/uga, 


LtUrr  fnmi  M ajor-Gentrai  BiUler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flatj-Offictr  Farragut, 
V.  S.  Namj,  requesting  thai  a  gunloal  he  ordered  to  cruUe  between 
Netty  Orleans  and  Baton  fiouge, 

Headquaktkrs  Dbpartment  ok  the  GrLP, 

New  Orleans,  August  S,  1869. 
Sin:  I  have  just  been  informed  by  a  reliable  person  that  since  yos- 
teiday  morning  a  great  number  of  Held  guns  have  been  placed  tjetween 
here  and  Batim  Rouge  by  the  rebels,  the  avowed  obj*x;t  being  to  suik 
my  transports  in  the  ahsence  of  your  rniisers.  This  information, 
UiKon  in  connection  with  dispatches  received  fmm  Generrt!  Williams, 
inforuiin"  me  thai  he  expert<nl  an  al  tiwk  by  a  !ai^  force,  leads  me  to 
WUevr  that  my  informant  is  truthful. 

I  consider  it,  therefore,  my  imperative  duty  to  ask  you  to  cause  one 
ftt  leiist  of  your  gunl>oats  to  cruise  between  here  and  Baton  Rouge  at 
once,  s<i  that  I  can  keep  my  communication  open  with  my  forces  at 
that  point,  at  least  during  the  time  danger  is  anticipated. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Benj.  F.  Bvtler, 
M ajor-Gencrai ,  Commanding. 
Flag-(^fficer  D.  G.  Farraovt, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  D.  S.  S.  Hartford. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Nainj,  fo  TAeutenavt  Fairfax.  V.  S, 
Navy,  cirmmandina  U.  S.  .S.  Caguga,  to  cnilse  between  Baton  Rouge 
and  New  Orleans  in  accordance  wit)i  request  of  M ajor-Generai  Rutlerj 
V.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  S,  1862. 

Sie:  You  will  consider  my  order  to  you  of  tliis  dat^^  suspended. 

I  have  just  received  information  from  (Jeneral  Butler  thai  the 
enemy  are  erecting  batteries  in  order  to  annoy  the  transports  pa^^siug 
between  this  place  aiul  Baton  Rouge.  You  will,  therefore,  proceed 
in  the  raomini:  up  the  river  as  far  as  Baton  Rouge,  and  carefully 
examine  buth  banks  of  the  river  in  order  U>  discover  and  destroy  any 

:h  batteries. 
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lu  the  event  of  tho  U.  S.  S.  TeviwMfe  beinjr  rrady  to  aceompniiy] 
you,  yon  will  convnv  her  in  Rut4>ii  RoiigK. 

Vory  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

U.  G.  Pakragi-t. 

Flatf-Ojpcft. 
liieiittMiant  Conimunding  P.  Mr.  N.  Kairkax, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 


liepori  of  Flag-Officfr  Farmgvt,  V.  S.  Nm>ij,  regarding  Ihf  imftrrntw'ty^ 
need  of  addUionat  vessels  for  his  vonimcnd. 

No.  15S.]  U.  S.  Flagship  IIartfoui*, 

New  Orleans,  August  S,  ISOJ. 

Sir:  I  deeply  regret  to  aay  that  uiy  Hqiiadron,  as  the  vessels  are 
called  up()n  one  by  one  to  get  ready  for  their  outside  work,  are  found; 
disabled,  and  requiring  so  much  repnii"s  that  [  almost  ilespair  of  ge 
ting  vessels  enoiigli  t<i  do  elfieicnt  service  until  thev  are  all  refit  (tnl  by 
the  tnacliiiiist,  us  wel'  a-s  by  the  carpenter.  The  Itasca  has  now  beeo 
nearly  two  rntmths  under  i*ei)airs.  when  her  commander  t-old  nie  that 
six  days  would  be  sulFicient,  and  oven,*  vessel  in  succession  h&A  beeu 
two  or  thi-ee  weeks  i-epairing  damages;  lastly,  the  Miftaissiiipi,  my 
main  Htanding  in  this  river,  is  pronoiimed  as  unable  lo  rarry  steam 
any  hmgcr;  tnnt  the  bottom  of  the  holler  is  full  of  holes,  and  nuist  hr 
raised  and  jmtched,  which  will  take  a  month  at  least,  and  in  tlie 
meantime  she  will  be  unable  to  get  up  steam  for  the  ram  or  any  other 
purpose. 

I  am,  therefore.  nf)w  reduced  to  the  Hartford,  lironkJgn,  Hichmondi 
Onrlda.  and  five  gunboats  for  the  reduction  of  Mobile  and  the  oth< 
places  on  the  c<»ast,  and  1  am  very  nuich  afraid  that  the  HmoHi 
will  not  hold  4>iit  in  a  seaway;  the  damage  d<me  her  side  by  the  rar 
in  pa.ssing  the  forts  nn  the  '24i\i  April  is  very  great :  her  side  ls  literal! 
broken  in,  both  the  outer  and  inner  plank  and  the  timber,  but  in  t^i' 
smooth  water  it  has  not  leaked;  it  can  not  be  repaired  without  goi 
into  dock  for  some  time. 

I  shall  leave  in  the  river  the  Pcnsacoht,  Misttiaiiippi,  Portsmouth, 
and  Irntfunis.  and  two  gunhnals.  the  ICineo  and  Kfitahd'tii.  tlie  two, 
latter  at  Baton  Rouge,  where  (VunniandiT  P(»rter,  with  the  Fssrx  an* 
ijtjiirlati  mm  Siimlrr,  are  also  lying,  but  they  should  be  at  Hed  Kiver. 
This,  I  think,  Ls  ample  force.  i\  the  vessels  were  in  repair,  but  1  havj 
no  tears  but  that  it  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  as  1  will  be  at  hand 
anil  can  soon  get  back  tr>  their  assistance  if  it  should  be  necessary', 
but  1  hofH?  that  the  Depurtment  will  send  me  more  vessels.  I  have 
recently  had  U^  send  three  home  from  scurvy,  and  tho  times  of  tho 
crews  are  expiring  every  day. 

Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Yuur  obetiient  servant, 

T>.  G.  Fakrarit. 
Fhg-iJfficer,  Commanding  Western  Giilf  Bhckdg.  Squadron. 

Ton.  (JiDEox  VVku.ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Savy,  Washington,  I).  (.'. 


I 
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Order  oj  Flag-Officer  Farroffut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gibson.  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  retention  of  store  i^essels  at  Ship  Island. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  3,  1862. 
Sir:  Detain  all  vessels  with  provisions,  stores,  or  coal  at  Ship 
Island  until  my  arrival,  or  until  further  orders  ftorxi  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  station. 

I  hope  to  be  down  in  the  course  of  the  present  week, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farbaout, 
Flag-Offieer,  Commanding  Western  OvJf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  A.  Gibson, 

Con„mxinding  U.  S.  Ship  Potomac, 


Letter  from  Rear-Admirai  Farragut,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Porter, 
U.  S.  Navy,  discounting  reports  regarding  Confederate  operations 
near  Baton  Rouge,  and  urging  vigilance  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  August  4,  1862. 

Dear  Captain:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  has  been  received,  also 
your  requisitions  by  your  paymaster.  The  stores  would  have  been 
at  Baton  Rouge  before  this  if  the  young  man  had  attended  to  the 
selei^ting  of  them,  but  I  met  him  toniay  and  he  informed  me  that  he 
had  been  sick  for  two  days.  I  will  send  them  up  in  the  Tennessee. 
Your  letter  stating  that  Breckinridge  is  moving  on  Baton  Rouge, 
etc.,  has  been  received  also.  I  confess  I  do  not  believe  anything  of  it; 
neither  do  I  believe  in  their  attempting  to  fortify  the  banks  of  the 
river.  They  kept  me  up  all  night  to  send  off  a  gunboat  to  see  if  the 
banks  were  lined  with  artillery,  and  two  river  boats  have  arrived 
since,  and  no  evidence  was  seen  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  told  you  before,  T  think  you  should  be  up  at  Red  River,  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  arms,  cattle,  etc.  The  two  gunboats  are  all- 
sufficient,  I  ttiink,  to  protect  Baton  Rouge,  and,  if  they  are  not,  I  can 
send  another.  I' think  your  great  dut^  is  to  stop  the  Red  River 
crossing  and  the  ram  from  forming  a  junction  with  the  Webb  and 
Music.  General  Butler  says  he  has  seen  men  directly  from  the  Webb, 
and  they  say  she  has  but  three  guns,  and  they  both  ran  from  the 
Cayiwa  the  other  day.  Now,  if  you  can  manage  the  ram  between 
the  Essex  and  Sumter,  I  think  all  the  rest  amounts  to  nothing.  If 
the  ram  ever  get^  down  here  I  have  an  abiding  confidence  that  it  will 
be  the  last  of  ner,  as  she  will  have  no  forts  to  shelter  her. 

The  genera]   says  you  can   have  the  tugboat  Anglo-American  at 
any  time  to  tow  the  Essex. 
-     Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time,  I  remain, 
Yours,  etc., 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 
Flag-Ojjicer,  Commanding  Western  Ovlf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Essex. 
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Report  0/  Lieutenant  lianmrn,   U.  S.  -Vary,  rrgardii^  an  exp 
attack  by  large  Confederate  force  upon  Baton  Rouge. 

V .  S.  (il'NBOAT    KiNKO, 

Off  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  .-lu^w/  4,  IStii,\ 

Sir:  In  olwdionce  to  your  order  of  the  Isi  instant.  I  have  « 
tow  of  the  Morning  Light  t!io  prize  at<*amera  RoaalU  and  Frank  J/l 
ford,  to  hr  reporU^d  In  y<»ii  ut  New  Orleans.  3 

1  was  informed  by  General  WiHianis  this  mnrninf;  of  llio  approai^i— 
probably   within   S    miles   of   this   plare-of  a  fnn'r  tinder  Gniiriii 
ferookinridge.  consisting  of  6,000  troops,  with  '21)  pieccw  of  arlillerv. 
The  inf[)rniati(in  seems  positive,  and  an  attack  i-s  expected  en? 
to-morrow  morninj;. 

Wo  have  rumors  of  tlie  ram  Arkansas,  in  conjunctiou  with  oltwr 
rebel  ve.ssels,  at  Ked  Kivcr,  Ut  art  in  concert  with  the  land  fort-w; 
though  this  last  is  not  from  a  source  winch  Heeins  «piile  authentic. 
I  am,  sir,  verj*  resiwctfully,  your  ulM'dienl  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransom. 
Lieutenant^  CommnniUvif. 

Flag-Offioer  D.  G.  Fahraoit. 

Conidg.  Western  (ruif  Blockdg.  Squadron,  A'ctr  Orleans. 


ReiHirt  of  Commander  De  Camp,  U.  S.  Xamj,  eontmandliuj  U.  S.  S. 
WUmfiiehtn,  announcing  arriiHtl  of  that  Vfsscl  at  Phihuietpkia  in 
impaired  condition. 

v.  S.  GlTNBOAT   WlSSAHICKOX, 

Philadelphia,  AuguM  4.  tSdJ, 
SrR:  T  have  the  lionor  to  report    llie  arrival  of  tlie   WixMahirhon 
under  my  command  at  this  port  from  Viiksliurjj.  from  whence  wo  I 
sailed  on  the  ISth  and  from  the  South  West  Pass  of  the  Mis^sissippi  on 
the  evening  of  the  2fith  idtimo.     My  orders  from  Klag-Olfirpr  Karra^jut 
were  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  New  York,  fnit  arriving  ofT  the  ca|>es  | 
of  the  Delaware,  the  starboard  boiler  suddenly  cracked  and  oj»rnedJ 
to  such  an  e.xlenl  as  to  indue*  me  to  niake  for  the  nearest  port.         "I 
Be  plea^sed   to  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  communication   from  ' 
Engineer  Thomas  S.  Cunningham  <m  the  subject,  also  a  copy  of  nay 
instructions  from  Flag-OfTicer  Farragut,  also  a  list  of  the  officers  of 
this  vessel,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  suffered  severely  from  fever,  aod 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  tlie  crew  be  allowed  as  much  lil>erty  1 
on  shore  during  their  stay  in  port  as  possible,  and  that  the  officers  hiej 
granted  a  brief  leave  of  absence. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  olxniiont  servant, 

John  T)e  Camp, 
Commander,  V.  S.  Navi 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D,  C. 
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Report  of  LieuteTiant  Smith,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  health  of  the  crews 

of  the  mortar  vessels  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  repairs  needed  by  those 

vessels. 

U.  S.  Mortar  Schooner  Norfolk  Packet, 

Hampton  Roads,  August  4,  1862. 

Sm:  In  accordance  with  directions  from  Commander  Porter,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  following  reports  of  the  condition  of  the 
crews  of  the  twelve  mortar  schooners  oi  this  division  in  regard  to 
health,  and  of  the  repairs  that  each  vessel  needs.  On  leavinj^  the 
Mississippi  River,  the  officers  and  men  were  considerably  aflfected 
with  fever,  which  further  developed  itself  on  the  passage  to  this  place, 
making  it  necessary  to  send  a  lai^e  number  of  persons  to  this  hospital. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Judson's  report  gives  the  number  sent  and  the 
number  still  remaining  under  treatment.  There  is  nothing  about  the 
d^ase  to  prevent  my  anticipating  the  speedy  return  to  duty  of  the 
most  of  those  sent  away.  On  my  arrival,  in  view  of  the  possioility  of 
the  mortars  being  required  immediately,  I  reported  to  Commander 
Porter  that  all  were  ready  for  service  of  any  description,  wanting  only 
men.  As  he  now  informs  me  that  there  is  time  for  rejyiirs,  I  mention 
the  following: 

Norfolk  Packet. — New  mainmast  headband;  new  hawse  pipes; 
repairs  to  windlass:  sail  on  starboard  waist  and  port  quarter,  and 
calking  for  spar  deck  forward. 

Arietta. — Three  top  timbers;  repairs  to  sail  and  forecastle  deck; 
ironwork  for  bobstays  and  jib  boom. 

Sophronia.  —New  pawl  bitts  on  heel  of  bowsprit  and  new  windlass 
bitts;  stern  davits;  calking  on  deck. 
■  Para. — Wants  calking  and  a  new  foremast. 

C.  P,  Williams.-  New  foremast;  repairs  to  windlass. 

Racer.-  New  windlass  bitts  and  repairs  to  iron  of  windlass.  Needs 
also  a  20-foot  boat,  single  calked,  and  stern  davits;  some  calking  on 
deck. 

William  Bacon. — Nothing  to  repair. 

T.  A.  Ward.—  Fish  10  feet  long  for  main  boom,  and  one  for  stem 
davit,  5  feet  long. 

Adolph  //wt/cr— Windlass  purchase  worn  out;  ironwork  for  davits; 
calking. 

Maithew  Vassar. — Calking  on  deck  forward;   hawse  pipe.» 

Georae  M angham. ~  ^tem  needs  closing  in;  was  injured  in  towing; 
plank  for  shot  hole  in  bow,  and  calking  K)rward. 

JDan  Smiih. — Needs  new  windlass  oitts  and  windlass  purchase; 
calking  on  deck. 

Besides  these  repairs  there  are  many  others  of  minor  importance 
which  can  be  attended  to  at  the  same  time.  On  a  further  examina- 
tion of  the  mortar  circles  to-day  I  find  that  the  eccentrics  of  alt  the  ves- 
sels, with  the  exception  of  the  two  fitted  at  Philadelphia,  have  become 
so  buried  in  the  wooden  surface  of  the  platforms  by  training  as  to 
train  with  great  difficulty.  To  remedy  this  very  serious  defect  it  will 
be  necessary  to  lift  the  mortars  and  carriages,  turn  the  circles  bottom 
up,  and  relevel  the  surface  upon  which  they  should  turn.  To  prevent 
further  difficulty  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  an  iron  track  be 
placed  on  the  platform  under  each  circle  lor  the  eccentric  rollers  to 
rest  upon,  in  the  same  manner  that  was  adopted  on  board  the  two 
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Pliiladolpliia  schoonere  (George  Mangiutm  and  Adolph  Uuffcl).  and 
that  the  work  could  be  done  more  pronintly  at  Philadelphia,  when 
thoy  are  more  familiar  with  it  than  eJsewnere. 

In  some  instances  the  eccentrics  are  made  to  bear  on  wooda  o\ 
differeint  density,  and  c<m.sequently  tlie  track  has  l>ecorae  verj-  uneven. 
Tliis  defc<'t,  uidess  remedied,  may  make  it  impossible  to  train  ibe 
mortars  at  critical  moments  without  turning  the  wliole  vessel.  Somp 
of  them  now  require  a  force  to  train  them  suflicicnt  to  draw  the  hnlu. 
The  repairs  to  hulls  and  spai-s,  already  mentioned,  are  of  little  'un\^v- 
tance  when  compared  with  the  necessity  for  remedying  the  defect  ia 
the  means  of  training  the  mortars. 

Some  of  tlio  schooners  have  not  been  furnished  with  blanks  for 
bimensat  returns.     I  request  that  a  supply  may  be  sent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Watson  Smith. 
Lieuiniant,  Commui\drng  l$t  Oivimoti  Mortar  FlotUla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Setretanf  oj  the  Namj.  Wa»kin^n,  I).  0. 


Heport  of  Comnuindrr  Porter,  U.  S.  A'atw,  rr^rdinp  an  attack  upim 
Baton  Rou^e  by  forces  under  Gtneml  Brffhinridge,  C,  S.  Amiy. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 
Off  Baton  Rougr,  Au^tnt  -5,  IS6i. 

Sir:  A  very  large  force  under  the  rebel  General  Breckiruidge 
atta('ke*d  But*^  Kouge  thus  ruitniuiy  at  2  a.  m.  Our  right  wiii^^  \vas 
driven  with  ^otii  loss  and  General  vViUiams  killed.  This  veswl  and 
the  Sumter  shelled  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check.  The  ram  is 
lying  behind  a  point  5  miles  above  us.  I  am  lying  as  far  up  as  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  do  so  in  order  to  protect  the  light  wing  and  keep 
the  Arkdumn  in  check.  A  very  large  proportion  of  my  crew  are  in  the 
hospital,  and  I  have  be^n  compelJed  to  borrow  six  men,  all  I  can  get, 
from  the  Kitu'o. 

If  General  Butler  dues  ruii  .send  nt  least  5.000  troops  as  a  rt^nforce- 
menl ,  it  is  my  opinion  the  army  will  be  defeated. 

If  I  had  a  gunboat  to  take  my  present  position  I  could  then  attack 
the  rani^  and  a  tug  is  absolutely  necessary  if  we  expect  to  gel  this 
veaael  up  the  river  at  all. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  <»l>edient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTRK, 

Commande 
Flag-Olliccr  D.  G.  Farha(hjt. 


Report  of  Col&nel  i'ahill,  C .  S.  Army,  reffurdin^  the  attnck  ujwn  Baton 
Rouge  hy  Cmifedcrate  forces. 

HEAnQUARTERS   SECOND  BrIQADK, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  6,  ISb'^. 
Captain:    We  are  attacked  by  a  rerj-  superior  force,  probably 
15,000.     They  are  determined  to 'take  the  cily  at  all  hazartls.     Gen- 
eral Williams  is  killed  and  a  number  of  field  oflicers  badly  wounded. 
If  it  is  possible  to  send  us  ivinforcements  let  it  be  donevs-ith  all  di»- 
paich.    The  navy  is  threatened   by  the  ram  Arkansas.,  wh^h  wiUl 
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jjrert  tiiom  from  our  service;  therefore,  if  more  gtmboats  ran  be  sent, 
r  will  be  of  great  use. 

TiioB.  W.  Cahill, 
Colonel  Ninth  Connedicul  Volunteers.  Commanding, 
Captain  R.  S.  Davis, 

Act.  A»ftt.  Adjt.  Gfn.,  Tldqrtt.  Oept.  of  the.  Ouij.] 


ofCtytiiimtrtitfr  Porter,  V .  S.  Ntwy,  reouefttin/j  ioAtnictionJi  re^ganl- 
ing  tnomy  ncfived  for  ntlton  picked  vp  at  urn. 

Newkirt,  Augmtt  6,  }86S. 

In  the  montli  of  April,  last,  the  st'hooner  Don  Stititk  picked  up 

Moit  of  cotton  ut  S(>a,  and  one  of  the  other  mortar  vcssek  (iiuine 

rentembered)  picked  up  30  bales,  whieli  were  rppoi1<^d  to  the 

artment  at  that  time.     The  afhooners  frequently  picked  up  one 

dtUo  bales  of  cotton,  uiiich  was  always,  I  believe,  reported  to  me, 

«sit  w«s  a  small  matter  1  took  no  account  of  them,  except  when  I 

lied  something!  to  protect  the  steainer'a  l>oilers.     In  the  above  case 

lipped  the  cotton  cm  the  steamer  Bnldc,  taking  a  hill  of  lading, 

_     p  same  time  writing  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Yonc 

tfl  lake  charge  of  the  cotton  if  it  came  within  his  jurisdiction.     I  also 

vt»\v  a  letter  to  Henry  B.  Gay,  of  New  Jersev.  to  look  out  for  the 

cotton  if  the  marshal  iiid  not  take  charge  of  it.     Mr.  (lay  died  the 

veek  after  receiving  my  letter  and  I  supposed  the  cotton  had  gone  to 

pay  expen.*ies,  etc.     As  I  passed   through  New  York  to  this  place  a 

person  called  on  me  to  inform  me  that  he  had,  hydirectionof  Mr.  Gay, 

sold  the  damaged  cotton  and  deposited  the  amount  in  hank  to  my 

order.     Being  very  sick  at  the  lime  the  person  called,  I  do  not  recol- 

Ifrt  hi.s  name.     He  promised  to  write  to  me  at  this  place.     My  object 

in  writing  now  is  to  notify  the  Department  of  the  cijviimslancre,  and 

I  tvenquire  if  there  is  any  particular  disposition  to  he  made  of  the  money 

other  than  dividing  it  among  those  who  picked  the  cotton  up.     My 

'  Gtftinion  is  that  it  is  wholly  theirs,  being  what  is  called  flotsam  m  legal 

jAraao  and  there  is  no  evidence,  papers,  etc.,  which  could  bring  it 

I  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  court  that  I  know  of  any  more  than 

other  article  nicked  up  floating  about  at  sea,  unless  in  case  of  salvage, 

Then  it  could  be  proved  to  belong  to  some  honest  trader. 

II  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  re«p<H'tfully .  your  obcdii'ut  servant, 
%  DaV11>    iV  PoKTKIi, 

■  ComiiMiuUr,  If.  S.  Navy, 

■on.  OniEo.v  Wrlle.s, 
K  SfCTfiary  of  the  Navy. 

■DejOrucHon  of  ike  C.  S,  ram  ArkanJtas,  near  Baton  Rouge^  La.,  August 

^H  6',  1S6^. 

^^V  Bvport  of  Flag-OSur  Farragot,  U.  S.  Hmwj. 

!No.  160.]  Flagship  ILvrtford, 

I  Baton  Rouge,  Augmt  7.  /.Wf. 

i  Sik:  It  is  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life  that  I  am  enabled 
to  inform  the  Department  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram  Arkan^a^,  not 
Ibecausf*  I  held  the  ironcJad  in  such  terror,  but  because  the  commumV^ 
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On  the  4th  iiiataut  I  sent  the  Tennfssef  up  to  Bat^^n  Rouge  uithl 
provisions  for  Comniamier  Porter  and  tlio  gunboats  stationed  at  tha{J 
place.     On  the  night  of  the?  5th  she  returned  with  infornintiiin  tliil 
the  enemy  had  made  a  combinod  attack  upon  Baton  Rouge  by  ifae 
ram  and  two  gunboats.  Webb  and  J/h*iV,  and  calling  for  assLstanw.J 
At  daylight  the  llaHjord  was  underway  for  this  place,  with  orders  fori 
the  ol^er  vessels  to  follow  me  as  fast  as  readv.     I  arrived  here  to-day] 
at  V2  in.,  in  (-ornpain'  with  the  Brooklyn.  Westjield,  Cllftoit,  JaclmnJ 
and  Sriotd.     I  had  sent   the  Cayuga  up  l>efore  me,  agreeable  to  tj 
rrqiu'st  of  General  Butler,  in  consequence  of  the  gtierrillfts  firing  inio 
some  of  his  transports.     On  my  arrival  I  was  informed  by  Commander] 
W.  J).  Porter  that  yestecday  murningat  2  o'clock  the  enemy's  forces | 
under  General  Breckinridpe.  attacked  General  Williams,  drove  in  his 
pickets,  etc.     General  WiUianis  having  had  ample  warning  was  all 
prepared  for  him.     The  fight  was  continued  with  great  enei^'  on  Itoth 
sides  until   10  a.  m.,  !»y  which  time  the  enemy  ha*!  been  driven  hack  > 
2  or  'A  mih>s,  but  unfortunately  the  gallant  General  Williams,  while] 
cheering  on  his  men,  received  a'Minii' (mil  through  the  heart.  | 

General  Williams  had  informed  LieTitenant  Commanding  Kansum  \ 
the  evening  before  of  his  plans,  and  requested  him  not  to  fire  a  gunl 
until  he  notified  him,  and  when  he  did  so.  our  gunboats,  the  Kinpo  and  1 
Kalahdin,  opened  with  fine  effect,  throwing  their  shells  directly  "m  the 
midst  of  the  enemy,  producing  great  dismaj'  and  confusion  ainonff  I 
them.  Lieutenant  Uansom  had  an  oIHcer  on  the  statehous*-  whicai 
overlooks  the  adjacent  country,  and  could  direct  the  fire  of  everjl 
shell. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed.  Commander  Porter,  with  tli 
gunboats,  went  upstream  after  the  ram  Arknnnas,  which  was  lying 
about  5  miles  above,  apparently  afraid  to  take  her  share  in  theconnicti 
according  to  the  preconcerted  plan;  as  he  came  within  gunshot  be 
opened  on  her.  and  probably  soon  disabled  some  ol  her  machinerj*  ot\ 
steering  apparatus  for  she  became  unmanageable,  continuing,  Kov 
ever,  to  lire  her  guns  at  the  Exatx. 

Conmiander  Porter  says  he  took  advantage  of  her  presenting  a  wea 
point  toward  him.  and  foadetl  with  incendiary  shells.  After  his  firsl; 
discharge  of  this  pi-»»j<H'lile  a  gush  of  fire  came  out  of  her  side,  and  fn>ii 
that  moment  it  was  discovered  that  she  was  on  fire,  which  he  contin- 
ued his  exertions  to  pievent  from  being  extinguished.  They  backed 
her  ashore  and  made  a  line  fast,  which  soon  bumed,  and  she  smmgotf 
into  the  river,  where  she  continued  to  burn  until  she  blew  up  with  a 
tremendous  explosion,  thus  ending  the  career  of  the  last  ironclad  ram 
of  ihe  Mississippi. 

Tiiere.were  many  persons  on  the  banks  of  the  river  witnessing  the 
light  in  which  \\\f*y  aiilicipaleti  a  triumph  for  Seceasia.  but  on  theH 
return  of  th<'  Es»ex  not  u  soul  was  to  l>e  seen.  Vj 

1  will  leave  a  sufiicient  force  of  gunboats  here  to  support  the  army, 
and  will  return  to-morrow  to  New  Orleans  and  depart  immwliately 
for  Ship  Island  with  a  light  heart,  that  I  have  left  no  bugbear  to  tor 
ment  tne  communities  ofthe  Mississippi  in  my  absence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
FUuj-OjjiMr,  Covtmanding  We^^m  (rulf  Bhckaditiy  Sqimdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

i^ecretartf  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 
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Ok  Gi'NBOAT  Essex. 
Off  Baton  lionge.  August  f*\  1862. 
>m:  This  morning  at  8  a.  m.  I  steamed  un  the  rivor  and  at  10  a.  lu. 
Itackpd  the  rebel  rara  Arkanaai  and  blow  tiop  up.     There  is  not  now 
afraginoQt  of  her  left. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  1).  Porter. 
CommandtTig  I/ivWion  of  Flotilla  in  Wetttirn  Waierit. 

I  Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakraout. 


Kapert  of  Commander  Portar,  D.  ■.  Havy,  commandinfr  TT.  B.  S.  Esa«z. 

IT.  S.  GUNBO.VT    Es.SKX. 

Off  Baton  Rougf,  August  fl.  ise3.    ^ 
Sir:  On  thr  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  (Jencral 
WiHiamts  that  r(>bels  hi  considerable  force  under  General  Breckim'idge 
irere  moving  on  this  place. 

The  rel^eF  ram  Ar%afiitas.  with  two  gunboats,  Webb  and  Afu»ie, 
were  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  oily  to  wiippori  the  attack  of  the  rebel 
•rmy.  I  made  siit'li  u  disposition  (»f  llie  naviil  force  under  my  com- 
inand  as  I  thouglit  w  otdd  give  tlie  most  aid  U>  our  small  U*nv  on  shore. 
On  the  morninj;  of  the  5tb  instant,  at  I  a.  in.,  the  i-nemy  mnde  an 
attuck  on  our  land  forces,  and  ilrove  in  the  left  wing  of  our  army, 
killing  General  Williams,  our  men  retreating.  1  opened  lire  with 
»ht)t  and  shell  over  them  on  the  advancing  enemy  and  turned  them 
back.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  simultaneous 
attack  by  land  and  water,  but  the  fire  from  tlie  Knstx  and  other  giin- 
lioat-s  driving  llip  enemy  back,  evidently  disconcr'itnd  their  plans. 

Though  not  making  lier  a|»])earance,  I  had  information  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  rnm  Arhi/iftuft,  and  this  morning  I  determined  to  steam  up 
the  river  and  attack  her.  and  if  possible  prevent  her  rendering  fur- 
ther assistance  to  the  land  forces  she  was  cooperating  with.  At  10 
t.  m..  I  came  in  sight  of  her,  at  aliout  the  distance  of  half  a  miU\  and 
immediatelv  opened  fire.  After  an  action  of  about  twenty  minutes 
I  succeedej  in  setting  fire  to  her.  and  at  meridian  .she  blew  up  witli  a 
tremendous  explosion. 

The  Arkansas  had  a  crow  of  ISO,  and  mounted  10  guns  ((5  S-inch 
and  4  50-pounder  rifles);  this  vessel,  the  I^snex,  mounts  7  jjiins,  and 
liad  only  40  men  on  duty  at  llie  time  of  our  going  into  action.  My 
fiRit  master,  Mr.  R.  K.  Uilev,  was  in  sick  hospital,  and  his  place  was 
supplied  by  Second  Mai^ter  David  Porter  Rosenmilier,  who  conducted 
binnself  to  mv  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   D.    PoHTEK, 

Commanding  Dimifion  of  Flotilla  hi  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  Gn»EON  \Vf.i,i.es, 

Secretary  of  Navy, 
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LettBT  of  oongntnlatloB  from  nag-Offlo«r  Vur^vt,  V.  8.  Havy,  to  Conunandor  fortor, 
V.  I.  Havjr,  oommaadlag  V.  S.  B.  Xwex. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Baton  Rouge,  August  8,  1862. 
Dear  Captain:  I  am  most  happy  to  receive  your  communication 
reporting  the  attack  upon  and  destruction  of  the  ironclad  ram  Arkan- 
sas. As  you  were  unfortunate  in  your  first  attempt,  under  such 
disadvantageous  circumstances  .while  under  the  batteries  of  Vicks- 
burg,  I  am  glad  that  you  have  had  your  revenge  in  a  single-handed 
combat.  "You  have  not  only  done  a  service  to  your  country,  but 
given  quiet  to  many  anxious  minds. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  your  report,  together  with 
my  own,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-O^cer,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  W.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Gunboat  Essex,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Beport  of  Lienteaant  Boa,  V.  8.  VaTj,  eoauaaadiag  V.  8.  8.  KatahdJn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Kataudin, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir:  Tho  anticipated  attack  of  the  enemy  on  this  place,  of  which 
I  made  mention  m  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  took  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th.  in  consequence  of  the  lines  of  our  troops  being 
80  extended,  the  Katakdin  could  render  no  assistance  to  the  place 
until  afternoon.  During  yesterday  afternoon  the  Kineo  and  Katahdin 
shelled  the  enemy,  firing  clean  over  the  town  into  his  very  camps. 
This  we  were  enabled  to  do  by  means  of  a  system  of  signals  estab- 
lished by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom  on  the  tower  of  the 
statehouse,  which  corrected  our  aim.  Our  shells  did  fine  execution, 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  determined  him  to  a 
retreat,  he  having  been  repulsed  by  our  troops  under  General  Wil- 
liams in  the  earlier  part  of  tlie  day. 

The  only  time  we  can  operate  is  by  firing  at  extreme  elevation, 
clean  over  the  town  of  Haton  Rouge. 

This  morning  Commander  Porter  in  the  Essex,  accompanied  by  the 
Cavum  and  Sumter,  started  up  to  attack  the  Arkansas:  the  Katahdin 
ana  Kineo  remained  at  their  stations  near  tlie  statehouse,  l>ut  were 
subsequently  signaled  to  follow  up  and  close  in  with  the  other  ves- 
sels, but  when  nearly  up  with  the  enemy  appearances  indicated  an 
attack  on  the  town,  and  we  were  again  ordered  back  to  our  stations. 
In  the  meantime  the  Essex  engaged  the  Arkansas  for  about  one  ho\ir, 
when  the  latter  was  fired  and  deserted,  and  at  1  p.  m.  I>lew  up  witli  a 
t^'rrific  explosion. 

For  some  unexplained  reason  the  two  consorts  of  the  Arkansas  left 
early  in  the  morning,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  their  absence  to 
en^^e  the  ram. 

We  have  thus  had  a  bloodless  victory;  but  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
Cayuga,  and  our  approach  in  force,  no  doubt  had  a  good  moral  effect, 
as  the  ram  was  badly  managed  and  made  a  poor  fight. 
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The  enemy  is  still  hovering  in  the  rear  of  this  place. 
Information  is  received  that  to  the  6,000  troops  already  in  this  vicin- 
ity 4,000  are  approaching  from  Manchac  and  others  from  Yicksburg. 
I  keep  in  constant  communication  with  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
troops  here,  ready  to  open  fire  when  and  where  he  may  desiie. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
Lietttenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Chdj  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Kaport  of  Uontenant  BaaMm,  IT.  B.  Savy,  eomauwding  U.  8.  8.  Kineo. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
OH  Baton  Rmige,  La.,  August  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  our 
forces  at  this  place  yesterday  morning  at  about  5  o'clock  by  a  strong 
rebel  force,  said  to  oe  commanded  by  General  Breckinridge. 

The  Kineo  and  Katdhdin  were  placed  immediately  in  a  position, 

greviously  indicated  to  me  by  General  Williams,  to  protect  nis  right 
ank,  but  his  lines  were  so  much  extended,  and  so  completely  covered 
the  enemy's  approach,  that  our  guns  could  not  be  made  available 
with  safety  to  our  troops  at  any  time  during  the  morning.  In  the 
afternoon,  however,  we  were  notified  of  such  change^  in  the  relative 
positions  of  the  two  forces  that  we  were  enabled  to  open  (with  tre- 
mendous effect,  we  are  informed)  upon  the  enemy's  left  wing,  which 
caused  him  to  withdraw  in  much  haste  and  to  fail  back  several  miles. 

Early  in  the  morning,  soon  after  the  attack  had  been  commenced, 
the  smoke  of  a  steamer,  supposed  from  information  received  the 
previous  evening  to  be  the  ram  Arkansas,  was  observed  moving  rap- 
idly down  the  nver  toward  the  bend,  just  above  this  place. 

It  stopped  about  a  mile  above  the  bend  and  remained  there,  some- 
times apparently  moving  up  a  little,  then  down  again,  during  the  day 
and  niglit.  Late  in  the  afternoon  she  was  joined  apparently  by  two 
other  steamers  (judging  by  smokes),  which  separated  from  her  this 
morning,  moving  up  the  river.  The  Essex,  accompanied  by  the 
Cayuga  and  Sumter,  then  moved  up  toward  the  bend.  Finally  a 
general  signal  was  made  by  the  former,  agreeably  to  which  the  Kineo 
and  Katahdin  followed.  Upon  drawing  near  to  the  bend,  however, 
some  lines  of  white  smoke  having  been  observed  in  the  rear  of  the  city, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  for  the  two  latter  to  return  to  their  stations 
for  the  protection  of  the  troops. 

By  this  time  it  had  been  discovered  that  the  Arkansas  was  on  fire. 

Subsequently  it  has  been  ascertained,  I  believe,  that  she  had  sud- 
denly become  helpless  there,  by  some  failure  of  her  engines,  and  seeing 
our  approach  so  formidable  to  her  in  her  crippled  condition,  doubt- 
less, tney  set  her  on  fire,  and  abandoned  her.  At  about  1  o'clock  her 
magazine  exploded,  and  the  ram  Arkan^sas  was  extinct. 

rhave  the  nonor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransom, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


m 
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AUtTut  l»g  of  tht  V.  a.  S.  OKjrngR,  Comnander  Fairfox,  IT.  8.  VaTy.  coaimaadrey. 

August  5,  }S6'J. — At  'A  p.  ni.  the  U.  S.  S.  Tenntstitt  came  down  the 
river;  ronorted  an  attack  on  Baton  Rouge  both  by  land  and  wat*r. 
Cleared  snm  fnr  action,  proceeding  up  the  river.  At  5:30.  auchumi 
off  Baton  Rouge.  At  7,  fired  the  30-poun(ier  Parroti  gun-  At  Ti'iO, 
fired  the  Xl-inch  gun.     At  12,  midnight,  got  underway  up  the  river. 

Au^uM  6. — Off  Baton  Kouge.     At  9  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  stood 
up  the  river  in  company  witli  the  Essex.    At  10,  discovered  the  reW 
ram  ArkartHnjt  around  tlie  point  about  5  miles  above  the  city.    The 
Easex  engaged  her,  and  shortly  aft«r  she  was  report€«l  to  bo  on  fire. 
At  11:30  a.  ni.,  standing  down  Baton  Rouge.     At  12:45  p.  m..  cawt 
to  anchor.     At  I,  the  rebel  ram  Arfcan^an  was  blown  up.     From  8  I ' 
midnight:   Received  information  from  shore  that  a  large  force  of  th 
enemy  had  encamped  a  short  distance  off  the  city.     At  'J.  got  under-J 
way  and  stood  ud  the  river  'JJ  miles.     At  10,  conmienced  .^helling  tliel 
enemy — iired  6  snells.     At  1 1 ,  returned  to  the  city  and  came  to  anchor,  f 


Additiosal  rsport  of  Flay 'Offiwr  FRrrtKQt,  V.  B,  Hivy. 
No.    161.]  FlAOSHIP    II.iKTFOHD, 

New  (H^^a-M,  August  JO,  186$. 
Sir:  Since  forwardmgtberoport.s  of  Lieul<Mnint.'^Fairfa.\,*  Ransom, 
and  Roe  we  have  picked  up  a  imnilx'r  of   prisoners  from    the  rain 
Arhanmis,  ail  of  whom  I  have  catecliized  very  closely.     Thev  agree 
Teiy  well  respecting  her  exit  from  the  Yajwio  and  Iter  passing  the 
fleets:    they  alsu  ugree  to  the  number  of  killed  und  woumied  on  eaoli 
of  th(\se  occasions,  making  in  all  18  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded. 
At  Vicksburg  tliey  plated  the  dock  with  iron  and.  fortilied  her  with 
cotton  inside;  she  tlien  came  down  in  command  of  Lieutenant  H.  K. 
Stevens  (Brown  ha\'ing  been  taken  sick  at  Vicksburg),  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a  combined  attack  with  General  Breckinridge  uptmj 
iBaton  Rouge.  l)ut  her  port  engine  broke  dowTi.     They  repaired  in  lb«f 
fcourae  of  the  day  and  went  out  to  meet  the  Essex  the  ne.\t  morning.    ' 
'when  they  saw  Iier  coming  up,  but  tlie  starboard  engine  gave  way  and 
the\'  ranlier  ashore  she  being  perfectly  unmanageable.  fl 

They  say  that  wlien  the  gunboats  were  .seen  coming  up  and    th*" 
Essex  commenced  firing  the  captain  set  the  ram  on  tire  and  told  the 
crew  to  run  ashore.     They  also  state  that  the  gunboats  Wthh  and 
Music  were  sent  for  to  tow  her  up  the  river,  but  they  did  not  arrive, 
and  neither  of  them  Ijad  been  seen.     This  Is  the  statement. 
Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraqut, 
Fl^Officer,  Comdg.  Western  Gnlj  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretdiri/  of  the  Navy,  WashingtoUj  D.  C, 

*  Reimrt  of  Fairfax  not  fuuiid. 
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JUport  of  H^jaMlaDtnU  Bnllir.  V.  B.  Army,  rvy ardlng  Bagaf  «ment  at  Batoo  Bongs,  La., 
mmA  Baklns  rBfireae*  to  Um  dMtrsctlon  or  the  run. 

Hkaikilajiticrh  Dkfahtmknt  of  thk  GrLF, 

New  OrUans,  La.,  August  10,  1862. 

Sin:  Chrinp  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  fleet  from  before  Vioksburg  it 
Waiac  riM-iNsarv  to  i^tiini  WillUme's  brigade  to  Ilaton  Knuge.  The 
sej^'i'-es  before  V'icksburK  had  weakenetT  very  much  that  force  by 
ackiiesri-  •  •  *  The  neaJthy  air  and  water  of  Baton  Uouge  rap- 
idly reoniil  the  troops. 

The  cessation  of  operations  at  Vtckshnrg  aMowed  tlie  enemy  to  con- 
centrate a  verv  lar^e  part  of  his  available  fort?e  at  Camp  Moore,  about 
W  miles  from  liaton  Kouge.  From  thence  he  marclicu  to  attack  that 
post,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5rh  Instant  appeared  befoiv  our  lines. 
His  forc'O  roiii*Lsied  of  two  IvouLsiana  regiirienUs.  etc.  *  *  *  They 
■"ere  supported  b\'  the  ram  Arkansas,  which  inspired  tlu'm  with  the 
greatest  noped  an^  the  utmost  confidence  in  tlieir  attack. 

Leaving  two  re^monia  in  the  village  for  a  reserve,  with  high  ohiv- 
aby  Getieral  Wilfiara.-^  formed  hi.'^  lines  at  daybreak,  nearly  a  mile 
beyond  the  town,  in  an  admirably  chosen  position.  *  *  *  The 
enemy  wei-e  repulstnl,  however,  and  thrice  returned  to  (he  charge. 
ITpan  the  final  repiil.se.  after  si.x  hours  itf  continuoii.s  figliting,  he  rt*- 
tired  from  the  field  and  sent  a  flag  of  truce  for  leave  to  bury  his  dead. 

The  boat  which  brought  down  the  di-spntchea  to  me  from  Colonel 
Cahill,  upon  whom  the  command  devolved  after  the  death  of  General 
Wdliamit,  collideil  witli  the  gunboat  Oneida  and  sank,  ho  ttiat  I  am  not 
able  by  this  mail  to  give  the  details,  as  I  hope  to  do  by  the  iicjct 
di^atch.     *     *     * 

Tlie  Arkanmin,  although  HUpport<!d  by  the  rebel  steamei*s  W't'hh  and 
Muinc.  di\\  not  choose  to  come  down  and  attack  our  gunboats,  the 
E*ifex,  ^inmtfr,  and  Kineo.  and  so  did  not  cooperate  with  the  land 
forces.  Flag-Oificer  Farragut  immediately  went  up  the  river  to 
attack  the  Arkansas,  but  on  the  6th  the  Essex  steamed  up  tn  the  rebel 

t.     The  ^yfhh  and  Mu»i<-  lied,  and  the  Arkansas,  after  firing  a  few 

tfi,  was  sot  on  fire  and  blew  up.     «     •     * 

fiK.NJAMIN    F.   Bl^TLEK, 

M ajor-General ,  dummawling. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


I«tt«t  from  Comn&adar  Porter,  tT.  B.  Nftvy,  eonunandin;  IT.  S.  9.  £u«x,  to  HajDr*Oaner&l 
Bvtior.  U.  8,  Army,  re^mrdiog'  tbe  dvatrnotioD  of  the  na. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex. 
OH  Bayou  Sara,  Im..  August  11,  1863. 
Jckeral:  I  find  in  the  New  Orleans  Pica^^une  of  tlie  iJth  instant  a 
copy  of  your  General  Orders.  No.  57,  and  in  it  the  following  oIau.se: 

To  completo  ilip  victorv   Ui«  ironclad  sl«Bm«r  -4rJl-anjw#,  th*  lasi  nav*!  Iioponf  ilie 
ii^IBun,  fwrdly  awaited  the  KalUoi  atUck  uf  tlie  E»Mx,  l>ut  folluwed  the  ti](an)|>le  of  hrr 
■trri,  iti"  Merrinvick,  the  JfanuMtM.  the  Mittimipfn,  and   lli«  iMuisiamt,  hy  Iwr  own 
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The  facts.sir,  areas  follows:  On  the  6th  instant,  a.  m.,  1  steamed  up 
t!ie  river  to  attack  tlie  Arkanitati,  and  on  our  turning  the  point  of  the 
bend  i  mi\vs  abovf  Baton  Rouge  she  inmiediat^ly  opened  Ore  on  this 
ship  at  about  the  distance  of  1  mile.  I  stood  on  until  I  considered 
niyf*Rif  near  enough  for  my  shot  to  penetrate  her  ironclad  sides,  when 
1  replied  to  her  fire.  We  continued  the  action  for  nearly  half  an  hour, 
when  a  shell  from  this  ship  penetrated  her  side  and  set  her  on  fire. 
Your  statement  in  your  General  Orders,  No.  57,  is  therefore  inr<irrect. 
I  wrot^*  you  previously  to  the  attack  on  Baton  Rouge,  suggesting 
reinforcements,  and  in  vour  repl3-  vou  state.  "  In  my  (your)  judgment 
Baton  Rouge  will  not  tie  attacke*!."  You  also  stale  to  Flag-OHicer 
Farragut  that  "no  dependence  could  be  placed  on  the  iissex."  The 
letter  is  in  mv  possession.  1  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  at 
once  coiTect  tne  above  clause  in  your  Ordei's,  No.  57,  or  I  shall  cer- 
tainly believe  you  have  intentionally  and  maliciously  attempted  to 
vilify  my  character. 

I  Leg  to  state  another  fact.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the  presonc© 
of  the  Ksmx  and  Sumter,  both  under  my  command,  that  your  army 
at  Baton  Rouge  was  saved  from  defeat,  for  I  now  have  convincing 
iiifurination  tliat  General  Breckinridge  had  a  force,  in  comiection 
with  the  rain  Arka7isas,  to  accomplish  this  object.  It  is  well  known 
to  all  who  know  anything  of  the  attack  on  Bato  Pougc  that  the  left 
wing  of  our  force  gave  way,  that  the  rebels  advanc  and  at  one  time 
had  part  possession  of  the  penitentiary,  at  the  head  of  the  towii,  until 
(he  fire  from  the  h'ftntx  over  our  own  men  drove  them  from  tliat  build- 
ing and  forced  them  beyond  their  original  lines. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Pouter, 
Commanding  Division  of  Flotiila  on  Western  Waters. 

General  B.  F.  Butler, 

lifadifuarters  Department  of  thf  Oulf,  New  Orleans,  La, 

P.  S. — The  Essex  was  the  only  vessel  present  at  the  action,  and  on 
the  Arl-ansaa's  starboard  side  I  counted  fourteen  shot  holes  through 
her  new  plating  put  on  at  Vicksburg.  You.  sir.  were  1 50  miles  off  and 
could  know  nothing  of  it.  I  was  within  :100  yards  of  her.  and  was  on 
deck  and  traced  every  shot  to  her.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  so  brave  ait  officer  as  her  commander.  H.  K.  Stevens,  formerK'  of 
the  l".  S.  Navy,  would  burn  his  vessel  merely  on  the  Essex  heaving  in 
sight,  when  he  knew  Ins  vessel  was  of  .superior  fon-e  in  plating,  speed, 
guns,  and  crew,  and  when  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  encoiintered 
her,  and  also  knowing  that  to  .set  fire  to  his  vessel  woidd  be  to  forfeit 
bis  life  to  the  so-called  Government  of  tlie  Confederate  .States,  and  I 
have  the  fact  in  my  |H>8sessiun  that  he  had  coaled  up  a  mile  above  the 
position  of  atta^rk.  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  attack  the  gun- 
l>oats  at  Baton  Rouge  that  evening  at  6  o'clock. 

W.  1).  p. 


Ii«tUr  of  MDBBre  from  tha  Seeratary  of  tho  Hk*;  to  Oonmodora  Portar.  U.  8.  Vavy. 

Navy  Depaktment,  September  ^i^,  ISUii. 
Sib:  Certain  correspondence  relative  to  the  alteration  and  recon- 
struction of  the  gunboat.  Essex  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department 
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by  the  Secretarj*  of  War,  and  with  it  a.  oomnninictttioii*  which  is  char- 
acterized as  the  cop3*  of  a  discourteous  letter  addres.sod  by  Commodore 
W.  D.  Porter  to  the  .Secretary  of  War,  to  wliich  no  answer  can  be 
returned  by  this  or  the  War  De|jartnient. 

I  do  not  propose  in  this  comiuunication  to  take  up  the  business  por- 
tion of  this  corresiHindence,  but  1  can  not  titherwiiie  than  ex|>resa  my 
profound  regret  that  any  oflicir  of  the  Navy,  and  i*y(>eriallv  one  of  the 
rank  of  commo<lore.  should  have  writt<*n  such  a  letter.  The  c.ourt4»- 
sies  uHfl  proprieties  of  hfemust-  be  obsorved  in  ofhcial  intercourse,  and 
especially  between  oflicei-s  of  the  diffei-ent  branches  of  tlu^  service,  or 
there  can  not  be  harmonious  and  efllcient  cooperation  and  action. 

.So  disrespe<'tftil  a  letter  bus  the  appearance  of  u  premeditated 
design  not  only  to  int-errupt  ci)rrcs]xmdence,  but  necessary'  business 
r«lutions,  arfd  can  not  l>o  permitted  to  pass  without  an  expre^on  by 
the  Department  of  decided  reproof  and  censure.  This  nuty  I  per- 
form the  more  emphatically  because  on  a  recent  oi-casion  I  hastened 
to  award  you  honors  and  distinction  for  courage  and  energy  well 
earned  and  well  dewrvcd. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  tJiat  in  consequence  of  communica- 
tions addressed  to  tlie  Department  by  Rcar-Adniiral  Knrrapit  and 
Acting  Kcar- Admiral  Davis,  impugning  ihc  correctness  of  statements 
contamed  in  your  report  of  the  1st  ultimo,  respecting  tlie  destruction 
of  the  rebel  steamer  ArkaruiOA,  ajid  ft>r  the  further  purpose  of  ascer- 
taioing  material  fact^  in  rehiticm  to  the  loss  of  the  ^inboat  Sumter^ 
while  under  the  commiind  of  Lieutenant  Erben,  F  nave  deemed  it 
projMT  that  these  several  mnlters  shall  be  thoroughly  investigated  by 
the  naval  board  now  silting  at  the  I^afarge  House,  New  York. 
I  am.  respectfully,  your  obeiUent  servant. 

Gideon  Wf.ixes. 

ComnKMlort!  Wili-iam   D.  1'oktek,  L^.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 


•tur  from  the  BecrctJiry  of  tha  Vtvj  to  FU|$-OfBeer  Fftrra^ot.  IT.  B,  Kivy.  reqUMtiDg 
explinatton  regarding  the  r«port  of  Contmodorf)  Porter,  D.  fi.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 

Navy  Department.  Septrmher  2fi,  IS63. 
Sir:   [  transmit  herewith  an  extract  from  the  report,  dated  the  nth 
instant,  made  by  Commodore  W.  1).  Poru>r  to  Acting  Kear-Adnurat 
C  !I.  Davis,  of  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas.     The  cir- 
cumstances stated  seem  to  require  some  explanation  from  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xawj. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  fi.  "FAKRAorT, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Btockading  Squadron,  Pensacota^  Fla. 

[EnrlflMire.t 

Extract.]  Oif  r.  S.  Gunboat  Essex, 

Off  New  OrhoTis,  La.,  September  9,  1862. 
Sib:    *     *     *     I  weighed  anchor  at  8  a.  m.  and  proceeded  up- 
stream, the  Caifu^  accompanying  me.     At  9:30  came  in  sight  of  the 
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ArknnmJt  with  full  steam  on,  distant  above  the  point  about  I  niilc. 
The  Cayuga  up  t«  this  lime  t-loscly  followed  us,  wnon  all  at  once,  and 
in  direct  contradiction  of  orders,  she  rounded  to  and  ran  down  the 
river,  leaving  the  En8fx  alone.  The  Arkansas  opened  fire  on  us  first; 
reserving  my  fire  I  kept  on  for  closer  Quarters.  When  about  1,200 
yards  from  ner,  the  Esuex  opened  fire  from  her  bow  guns.  Contin- 
uing our  advance,  a  shot  at  about  1,000  yards  distant  disabled  her 
nidder.  and  a  shell  about  the  same  lime  from  a  50-pounder  rifleil  can- 
non rnU^red  her  starboard  after  port,  setting  some  cotton  bales  used 
for  her  protection  mi  fire,  which  soon  communicnled  (o  all  partM  of 
the  vessel.  Just  at  this  time  she  ran  ashore,  her  men  jumping  over- 
board and  making  off.  Ten  prisoners  were  taken,  and  several  wounded 
were  conveyed  -J  miJes  inland  by  carts  belonging  to  a  planter  by  name 
of  Binl,  who  had  also  supplied  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Stevens,  her  com- 
mander, with  coal  the  day  |)n'viously.  No  other  vessel  was  in  sight 
belonging  to  the  fleet  off  Baton  Rouge,  fired  a  gim,  or  in  any  way 
assisted  tl»e  Kssfx  in  destroying  the  Arl,-n.njia>t.  She  blew  up  at  noon, 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  her  remaining.  She  had.  after  running  the  gant- 
let through  the  upi>er  fleet,  been  covered  with  another  plating  of  rail 
iron  at  Vicksburg.  hud  ISO  men,  H  S-inch  and  4  50-pounder  rifled 
guns;  also  1S,000  |M)unds  of  powder  on  board. 

On  the  7th  August,  Commodore  Farragul's  entire  fleet  frtnu  New 
Orleans  arrived  at  Baton  Kouge  to  destroy  the  ram.  Finding  the 
fact  anticipated,  the  fleet  returned  to  New  Orleans  on  the  8th.    *    *    • 

W.  D.  Porter, 
Commodore,  U.S.  Navy. 

Kear-Adniiral  C.  H.  Davik. 

Cotninnndinff  iVaval  Force  on  Wt^stern  Walers. 


Letter  from  LiaalBnaot-Oommander  Roe,  U.  8.  Vrnvj,  oommandtn^  U  8.  B  Katahdin,  to 
Commander  Fairfax,  U.  8.  Kavy,  critioiBing  the  «oodaot  of  Commodore  Porter.  U.  S. 
Havy.  commandtttg  the  U.  B.  8.  Eiiex. 

U.  S.  CirNBOAT    KATATrntN, 

Afist^ifdppi  River,  Ortoba-  /,.  186^. 

Dp.ar  Sir:  Your  letter  of  September  17  to  Lieutenant-Coimnander 
O.  M.  Hansom,  in  which  you  express  a  desire  for  me  to  state  what  1 
know  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  affair  of  the  Confe<ler- 
ate  ram  Arkansas  at  Baton  Rouge  on  the  6th  of  August  last,  has  been 
referred  to  me. 

Any  virtuous  and  brave  man  can  not  fail  to  be  shocked  at  the 
extraordinary  assertions  of  Commodore  Porter  in  relation  to  the  part 
both  the  Etiiiex  anrl  Cayuga  l(K>k  in  the  affair. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5tli  August  the  Arkan^a^  made  her  appear- 
ance in  the  i^)end  about  8  miles  above  Baton  Rouge.  .She  remained 
there,  steam  up,  ocrasiooHlly  moving  about  a  little,  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th,  when  it  was  decided  ov  (^[>tain  Porter  to  go  un  and 
at^tack  her.  The  enemy  att^^cked  the  town  on  the  5th  and  was 
expected  to  renew  it  on  the  fith.  The  Kiiifo  and  Katahdin  were 
stationed  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  array,  before  the  town.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th  the  Caijuga  came  up  hurriedly. and  that  night 
she  took  position  as  picket  in  advance,  io  give  us  warning  of  the 
movements  of  the  ram.  About  9  p.  m.  of  that  same  evening  1 
received  a  note  from  you  to  the  elTect  that  you  would  keep  the 
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advance,  remain  underway  al^  night,  and  attack  the  enemv  upon 
his  first  appearance  down,  in  time  for  us  to  operate.  I  felt  profoundly 
grateful  in  yon  for  the  !«»al  and  courage  you  manifested  in  the  taking 
upon  yourself  the  advance  duty,  and.  hy  it,  enabling  me  to  move  in 
time,  if  the  enemy  would  permit  it  by  not  assailing  the  right  Hank. 
It  was  absohit^^ly  required  of  the  Kineo  and  Kaiahdin  t-o  guard  the 
army  and  prevent  the  right  flank  being  out  to  j)ieces. 

f)n  the  morning  of  the  6th  Captain  Porter,  jomed  by  yourself  and 
the  Sumter,  proceeded  up  in  the  direction  of  the  ArknnjiaJi.  ^\^^cn 
about  2  mile8  distant  the  Ettsex  o[H'ned  a  stirt.  of  desullory  lire  upon 
the  ArkanaaH,  which  was  occasiiumlly  returned.  Shortly  after  I  dis- 
covered the  signal  for  all  the  Heet  to  close  up  Hying  frtun  the  Sutnifr 
and  Cayuga^  when  the  Kineo  and  Kaiahd'm  steamed  up  to  the  scene 
of  action.  During  this  time  the  Cayutja  wa-s  still  hovering  about  tlie 
EsseXy  in  the  advance,  but  upon  niv  approach  tlie  Cayiuja  eaOkp 
toward  the  Kineo  ahead  nf  nie,  and  T  was  hailed  by  Captaiff  Ran- 
som and  ordered  tti  return  lo  niv  station,  as  there  were  indications 
that  the  town  wa.s  again  attacked.  As  I  was  turning  around  U^ 
return  downstream  I  ob.served  that  the  Arkausas  seemed  to  be  on  fire. 
Ihiring  this  time  the  Eftntyx  did  not  u<lvancc  more  than  one-<(uart-er 
of  a  mile  nearer  the  enemy,  and  lier  fire  was  only  occasional  at  that 
great  dintanee.  I  confess  that  I  was  perplexed  at  the  great  delay  of 
the  Exsex  in  engaguig  tlie  enemy  at  quarters  close  enough  to  do  exe- 
cution.    It  was  remarked  by  many  of  my  people. 

Oil  my  return  to  my  ((riginaf  station  the  Coyu^fa  and  Sumter 
remained  with  the  Essex,  the  former  turning  back  to  go  up  as  I  came 
down. 

In  a  few  minutes  I  was  gratified  to  observe  that  the  Arkansas  was 
fairly  on  fire  and  about  noon  she  blew  up. 

Subsequently  Captain  Porter  explained  to  me  that  he  had  intended 
to  have  Uie  honor  of  destroying  the  Arkansas  all  to  himself,  but  that 
upon  his  aoproach  to  hor  she  looked  so  formidable  that  he  said  he 
found  thai  lie  bad  nuire  than  he  could  do.  and  required  all  the  help  he 
could  get.  and  more,  too. 

I  have  ofh(nallv  stated  that  the  approach  in  force  of  our  gunboats 
no  doubt  determined  the  Arkariftas  to  destroy  hersiilf. 

So  far  from  your  avoiding  or  "  running  away  "  from  the  tight,  it  was 
precisely  no  tight  at  all,  and  your  own  occupation  in  the  aovance,  by 
so  frail  a  tiling  as  the  Cai/uga,  in  front  of  this  monster,  as  Captain  Por- 
ter styled  her,  evinced  that  cool,  religious  courage  which  all  brave 
men  so  well  know  you  to  possess. 

I  am  grieved  and  ashamed  that  anyone  occupying  a  position  in  the 
Navy  could  be  found  tp  defame  another  .so  wickedly,  so  falsely  as  you 
have  been  in  this  case.  Captain  I*orter  could  well  afford  to  be  honor- 
ably just  to  Those  whom  he  signalized  Ut  close  up  ftnd  help  him,  and 
who  were  burning  to  be  engaged  against  such  fcaiful  odds,  and  whose 
assistance  he  rejected  imtil  the  critical  moment  arrived. 

Such  arc  the  facts  as  T  observed  them,  and  T  he^  you  will  use  my 
statement  as  you  deem  proper  in  refuting  the  horrime  calumny  cast 
upon  your  fair  fame. 

Vpry  tnilv,  yours, 

F.  A.  Rob, 
Lieute  nant-Commander. 

Conufliander  D.  MrN.  Fajkfax, 
^  Commanding  L\  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 
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Ordor  ot  Flag-Offioer  Farra^t.  U.  8.  Vavj.  to  CommaDder  Fairfax,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommaadiag 
V.  8.  8.  Ca^iig^^  propotlag*  ooort  of  enqalry. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola.Bay,  October  IS.  t86t. 
Sir;  T  hcrowitli  pncloae  you  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Com- 
mander W.  I).  Porter  to  At'liii|r  Rcar-Admiral  C.  H.  Davis,  which  the 
honorable  Secretary  has  fallen  njion  me  to  exjilain.  and  1  deem  tlie 
most  satisfactory  mode  of  explaming  such  thmgs  to  be  by  <'oiirt  of 
enquiry'.     I  shall,  therefore,  as  soon  a.s  the  Wimma  can  take  yonr  place 
on  tlie  blockade,  order  you  around  to  New  Orleans  to  report  to  Com- 
modore Morris,  and  »  court  will  be  ctmven*»d  for  the  investigation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  O.  Faiika4U't. 
liftir-AdmirQl,  Commandm^j  WeaUm  Gulf  Blofkading  Si/uatiron. 

,^i<niander  I).  McN.  Fairfax, 

Commaixdijig  V .  S.  Ovnboat  Cayuga,  Mobile  Bar. 


Ordar  of  FUg'-OScer  Farragat,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commodor*  Morrii.  0.  8.  Kavy,  fo'-  th« 
ooDTsning  of  a  oonrt  of  anqairy 

Fl-AGSHIP    IIaRTFOKO, 

Penwicoh  Bag,  Oetohfr  !(!.  i8()^. 
Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  punboat  Caifugn  at  New  Orleun;*  you  will 
convene  a  <'(inrt  of  enquiry  for  the  investigation  of  the  faet.s  coimected 
with  the  attack  on  the  Arkan^a^t,  rebel  ironclad,  by  the  Essex.  Com- 
niodore  Porter,  who,  in  his  report  to  Acting  Rear-Adniiral  Davis,  uses 
the  following  words: 

1  weifilwd  BiK-lior  at  S  «.  ill.  aud  prweoded  upstmtm,  tbo  Oiijtagfi  acctxiipniiviiig  nic. 
At  0:30  I'ainr  in  Mi^lit  nf  ibr  Arhtiui'in  nrilli  full  .tlr-ain  •»),  diHtiint  al>uvt>  tlic  |k»iiI  atmul 
1  mile.  Thp  t'owu/yi  up  to  thi»  time  rlow-lv  followwl  ii«,  when  nil  iit  oni^-,  Kitd  in  direct 
cdnlrndii'tiun  t>(  ordcm,  she  rounded  to  mid  ran  down  tlic  river,  lenving  the  /'Jitj-rj'  »lnn<*. 

You  will  bo  careful  not  to  embarrass  the  river  trade  hy  withdrnwing 
more  than  one  of  the  gunboats  at  a  time  for  the  purpose  of  <ibtaining 
witnesses.  When  the  Caipiga  arrives  you  will  nave  present  all  the 
parties  referred  to  on  the  occasion  except  Commodore  Porter. 

You  will  [detail)  for  the  court  as  many  commanders  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  will  permit,  and  fill  the  deficiency  with  lieutenant- 
commanders. 

Very  respectful  13-.  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  G.  Faiiraout. 
'"•  Hear- Admiral. 

Commodore  II.  W.  Mouuts. 

Or  iienior  Officer  on  D\Uy  in  M isxisxipiri  Buht. 


I«tUr  from  Flag-OSotr  FaiDi^at,  V.  8,  Vmrj,  to  Coramodon  Bell,  V.  8.  Navy,  making 
rtfanDM  to  the  eoort  ofeaqiLlr;. 

Fl^OSHIP    UART*X>au. 

Off  New  Orleans,  Xoivmher  IS,  186i. 
Drar  Commopofe:  T  was  so  much  alarmed  for  fear  yr)ii  would  not 
have  oil  that  1  borrowed  some  money  from  General  Butler  and  pur- 
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chased  1.000  gallons,  500  uf  wliich  I  nend  you  by  the  Tennessee,  and 
soA'oral  other  articles  which  I  found  on  the  Fearnot,  and  which  we  need 
very  much  at  Petisacola. 

I  wish  you  to  send  the  Tennessee  hack  as  soon  as  she  has  deUvered. 
the  articles  above  named,  and  put  on  board  of  her,  for  the  use  of  the 
vessels  in  the  river,  the  articles  named  in  the  requisition  herewith 
enclosed. 

If  the  Winomi  continues  to  leak  you  can  do  whichever  in  your  judg- 
ment is  best,  viz,  send  her  into  the  river  or  else  put  her  in  the  basin  nt 
Pensacola  and  take  everj'thing  out  of  her,  engines  and  all,  and  we  will 
heave  her  out  and  see  wliat  is  the  matter  with  her  botitun. 

So  soon  as  the  Albatross  returns  from  up  the  coast,  I  wish  her  sent 
here  also.  She  is  well  adapted  to  the  river  service,  as  her  men  are  well 
protected  from  the  guerrillas  and  slie  has  good  speed.  \Vlien  the 
Ken^in^on  returns  from  Key  West  I  shall  want  her  sent  down  to  tho 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where  she  will  receive  on  board  refugees 
from  Texas;  and  I  herewith  enclose  vou  a  letter  which  lie  will  send  on 
shore  to  the  American  consul.  I  will  send,  however,  Captain  Crocker 
full  instructions.  They  are  raising  a  regiment  of  Texan  relugees  for 
the  purpose  of  going  down  on  that  coast. 

I  received  a  visit  from  the  French  admiral  to-day  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  desired  to  communicate  with  his  consul  at  Mobile,  and 
wished  to  know  the  most  convenient  way  of  doing  so.  1  told  him  1 
presumed  he  could  communicate  from  the  fort,  and  the  consul  would 
come  out  in  a  steamer.  So  you  can  inform  Captain  Jenkins  that  he 
will  be  there  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

The  covirts  of  pnouiry  on  Commander  Fairfax  and  Lieutenant- 
Commander  MantoM  nave  terminated  theii-  labors,  and  the  Essex  and 
Kitieo  sent  up  the  river.  We  are  making  a  reconnoissance  ot  Port 
Hudson,  and  nope  to  attack  it  soon  with  an  army.  The  court  on  Fau- 
fa.\  did  not  elicil  as  nmch  in  the  cross-examination  as  1  hoped  they 
would,  but  sufficient  to  satisfy  themselves  that  there  wa.s  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  report  of  Commodore  Porter.  They  fuUv  prove  that  he 
had  determined  to  attack  her  alone,  and  only  wanted  Fairfax  to  be  in 
supporting  distance,  but  that  he  subsequently  changed  his  mind  and 
latie  signal  "  for  close  action  "  while  he  was  a  mile  and  a  half  off,  and 


maui 


by  the  time  Fairfax  got  up  with  tho  Essex  the  Arkan^a^  was  discov- 
ered to  be  on  tire,  and  he  then  told  them  to  return  to  Ba}.on  Kouge  a^ 
he  did  not  want  them. 

All  the  witnesses  appear  to  te.stify  to  the  .sume  point.  Fairfax 
appears  to  have  been  unwilling  to  push  matters  against  Porter  b(M?auso 
01  nis  absence,  and  told  the  c-ourt  "that  when  tney  were  satisfied  he 
would  rest  content." 

Please  to  let  me  know  by  return  mail  the  result  of  m^  application  to 
Lardner  for  oil  by  the  Kensington,  and  let  me  know  if  the  Kuhn  haa 
arrived. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

1).  G.  Farrauut, 

Jiear-Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  riaval  Forces,  Pensacola  Bay. 
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Latter  from  Commander  Fairfax,  U.  8.  Vmvf,  to  tho  SBoretary  of  tli«  Kavy. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Nantucket, 
NoriJi  Kdi3io,  S.  C,  March  30,  IH^S. 

Sir;  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  from  Commodore  W.  1).  Port*;r, 
which  I  renuest  may  be  put  on  iUe  witii  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of 
entjuiry  held  at  New  Orleans  upon  my  conduct  on  the  6th  of  August 
last. 

Were  T  to  arrept  such  a  letter,  it  might  he  viewed  h.s  a  t-acit.  acknowl- 
edgment that  there  was  ground  for  Commodore  Port-er's  entcrtnining 
impressions  prejudicial  t,o  nie  as  the  commanding  ofiircr  of  tlie  Cayuga. 
He  (.erfainly  seems  to  have  seen  things  <niito  differently  from  the  many 
wht>  have  testified  before  my  court.  He.  bowever,  regrets  that  I  did 
not  explain  to  him  what  lie  was  pleased  to  interpret  to  my  disadvan- 
ta^,  as  it  woidd  have  i*einove(i  from  !iis  mind  entirely  everything 
inmiical  to  me,  I  could  not  make  explanations  of  a  maneuver  of  my 
vessel  wliile  unconscious  of  any  failure  to  perform  my  duty.  Com- 
modore Porter  had  ample  time  and  opportunity  to  demand  one  of  me 
at  the  time  the  affair  was  fresh  on  his  mind. 

In  the  February  number  of  Harper  an  article  headed  the  "Essex 
cruise  in  the  Mississipjii,"  reflect-s  upon  the  Catjufju,  tlu-ii  under  my 
command.  That  I  mav  the  more  readily  <M)ntradict  such  statement*, 
I  would  resnectfully  as!i  to  be  fumislied  with  a  <*opy  of  tlie  decision  of 
the  Navv  Oepartmenl  in  the  court  of  eucpiirj'  in  my  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1).  M.  Fairfax, 
Commander,  U.  H.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secreiary  oj  (he  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G, 

lEndofliire.] 

Washington.  D.  C,  Uarch  W,  ISGS. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  induced  to  write  you  in  reference  to  iho  attack  on 
the  Arl'atisns  on  llie  (ith  of  August  last ,  which  has  Im-ou  made  the  sub- 
jetrt  of  ti  court  of  cmpiiry  Ixtl-h  licrc  aruj  in  tlie  Ciulf. 

Much  lUi  1  regret  the  vexatinn  that  has  arisen  from  out  of  the  affair, 
which  I  can  not  but  think  wmdd  have  been  avuided  hail  you  explained 
to  me  the  cause  of  your  retiring  just,  as  the  /issex  was  about  to  attack 
the  Arkan^a^,  yet  after  your  explanatory  testimony  before  the  court 
the  other  day,  it  would  be  wrong  of  mo  to  withliold  from  you  tiiat  such 
testimony  has  entirely  eradicat^il  the  conviction  previously  wei^liing 
on  my  nnnd  to  your  detriment,  and  I  gladly  take  this  up(jortunit.y  tif 
asHunng  you  tliat  whatever  prejudicial  feeling  there  was  certainly 
forced  on  my  mind  frtun  your  apparent  absence  of  assistance  to  the 
KftRf'x  in  the  attack  is  now  entirely  removed. 

I  wtLs  desirous  on  my  own  account  to  have  tlie  subject  investigated, 
and  though  much  anxiety  has  been  entailed  llieicby,  1  regret  n()t  the 
enquiry,  as  it  has  freed  me  from  an  im^iressiou  to  your  prejudice  and 
you  from  all  imputation  that  could  1k>  mimicul  to  you. 

I  will  further  add.  the  investigation  was  unavoiuahle,  as  both  youT 
and  my  actions  were  too  freely  handletl  by  otlicrs  and  reouin^d  the 
wholesome  sifting  of  a  court  to  place  them  in  a  truthful  lignt. 

You  are  at  iiherly  t^>  make  any  use  you  please  of  this  communica- 
tion of  mine,  and  sincerely  trusting  that  in  your  now  and  imi>ortant 


WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  129 

command  success  maj*  be  yours,  and  that  your  life  may  be  long  spared 
to  combat  the  enemies  of  our  country. 
Very  faithfully,  youra, 

W.  D.  PoUTKR, 

Commodore,  U .  S.  Navy. 
Commander  Donald  McN.  Fairfax. 


B«port  of  Aotinf^  Haittr  Ril«7,  V.  8.  Kavr,  lBt«  exeoatlTe  offloflr  of  the  U.  B.  8.  Ewex. 

Office  of  Gundoat  Fuitiij.a. 

St,  Louis,  October  ;30.  tS02. 
Sm:  After  receivinc  orders  at  New  OrIcnn«  fmm  Commandor  W.  O. 
Port-tT  !■<>  proi-ecd  to  St.  I>ouis,  via  New  York  tind  Wuslungtun  City, 
delivering  tx>  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tbo  Navy  dispatdics,  a  rebel 
Jlag,  and  ataif  of  the  ram  AtkanaaJt,  I  returned  from  \VaMbingU>n  City 
to  New  York  and  with  Commander  Porter  reported  to  Judge  Hamil- 
ton, and  was  notified  to  apj>ear  a^s'a  witiit<K8  in  the  ca.se  of  Lieutenant- 
Coimiiander  Erbcn,  aUo  in  Oonunandcr  Porter's  case.     Aft^'r  dis- 
missal of  the  cases  I  proceeded  to  St,  Ixiuia,  at  which  place  I  am 
"  engaged  in  settling  up  the  ac^tounl-s  of  the  gimboat  Essex,  getting  the 
bifis  in  nroper  vouchers  and  having  them  approved.     Havin)^  M'veral 
hundreu  ilollars'  worth  of  old  innU'riHl  tnnied  over  to  parties  doing 
her  Repairs,  it  wtus  necessary  that  I  should  be  in  St.  Louis  that  tlie 
(ioveniment  might  get  proper  credits  for  it.      I  was  detained  in  Now 
York  dxy  one  monui. 

Uoping  I  may  he  allowed  my  uiUeaee,  1  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  K.  Riley, 
Act^mj  Master,  MUnissippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

OommaiuHiig  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  lU. 


l«tter  from  tbe  BMretsrj  of  the  Itavy  to  Commander  Fairfax,  U.  8.  Vary,  ahowiTig  eavie 
of  iLO  report  being  made  b;  court  of  enqnlry. 

Navy  Department,  August  S,  I864. 

Sir:  The  Oppartment  has  received  your  letti^r  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquir)'  held  at  New 
Orleans  in  November,  1862,  by  order  of  Rear-Adrniral  Farra^t,  to 
investigatt*  a  statement  made  by  the  late  Commo<loro  W.  D.  Porter 
respiH't  ing  your  conduct  on  the  occasion  of  tlie  destruction  of  the  rebel 
ram  Arkansas. 

The  proeeedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry  to  which  you  refer  did  not 
require  any  action  or  decision  on  the  part  of  tlie  Department.  The 
court  ninde  no  report  and  expressed  no  ojiinion  unfavorable  t<t  you, 
and  Commodore  Porter  having  subsequently,  iji  a  letter  addressed  to 
you,  and  now  on  file  in  tbe  Department,  frankly  acknowledged  that 
Uio  unpressions  under  wliicU  he  made  the  statement  reflecting  on  your 
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conduct  had  been  "entirely  eradicated,"  it  is  not  perceived  that  you 
can  need  any  further  or  stronger  evidence  of  acquittal. 
1  am,  res|)ert fully,  yuiir  obedient,  .servant, 

GinEoN  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  I>.  McN.  Fairfax, 

Commattdin^f  U .  S.  Skip  Macedonian. 


B«port  of  lCiJ0T>O«iurml  Van  Dora,  0.  B.  Army,  eommuidiiig  Diitrtot  of  KiuiMtppI. 

Jackson,  Mis8.,  August  7,  IS02. 
Arkanttas  ordered  to  oooperat-e  with  Genera!  Breckinridge.  Broke 
machinery  ty  miles  above  Baton  Rouge.  ()n  way  down  was  attacked 
b}'  the  enemy.  In  this  condition  fought  well,  iniliciine  great  damage 
to  gimboat^s.  and  was  then  I>h»wn  ui>  by  crew,  all  of  wTioni  escaped — 
so  reported.  Breckinridge  drove  tlie  onerny  from  town  U^  cover  of 
boats.     Burned  camp  and  large  amount  of  stores.     Captured  some 

f)ri8oners  and  several  colors.  Was  reducexl  one-ludf  by  sickness  since 
eft  Vicksburg.  General  [Charles]  Clark  mortally  wounded.  General 
Thomas  Williams,  C4>mmanding  enemy's  troops,  and  several  other 
prominent  ofhcers,  killed.  Sentling  remforcements  to  bi^eak  up  gar- 
rison entirtily.     Breckinridge  in  camp  10  miles  fntm  Baton  Rouge. 

Kabl  Van   Dorn. 

Major-Oeneral. 
Secretary  of  War. 

[>Uvlnr«ni«nt.] 

Read  mth  deep  regret  for  loss  of  Arkansas,  but  joy  at  the  succesa 
of  our  troopa,  and  hope  that  it  will  be  made  complete. 

J.  D. 


LoHar  b-om  Uoaten&iit  Brown.  0.  8.  Havy.  to  H^or-Oonoral  Braekinrfdgo,  C.  B.  Army, 
raga.Tdiag  Uie  probable  oaptnra  of  tb«  oraw  of  tho  C.  8.  ram  Arkaniai- 

[Prom  nkhiiioDil  PlapatvTi,  AairiiHi  Jt>.  i^j.  | 

At  Mr.  Lee's,  20  Miles  from   IIeadquartbrs, 

iVmr  CHntnn,  Im.,  Auyusl  7,  1S(U.^I\  M. 
Gkneral:  I  have  just  met  the  chief  pilot  of  the  late  Arkanftaa. 
The  crew  and  officers,  without  loss,  got  ashore  on  t  he  right  bunk  of  the 
river,  opposite  Baton  Rouge,  where  they  blew  their  vessel  to  pieces. 
They  succee4le<l  in  getting  nearly  opposite  Port  Hudson  where  they 
were,  mv  informant  thinl^,  overtaken  by  the  enemy's  horse,  the  gun- 
boats afso  pursuing.  It  is  believed  that  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Stevens 
and  most  of  his  men  and  some  few  officers  must  have  been  made 
prisoners.  Eight  men  and  tliree  heuienants  got  over  with  the  pilot 
at  Port  Hudson.  I  fear  that  a  strict  pursuit  will  be  matle  by  the 
enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river  aft-er  my  unfortunates.  The  engines 
totally  gave  way.  The  vessel  did  not  rim  ashore  in  a  fog,  but  would 
have  accflraplisfied  the  retiuired  work  but  for  defects  in  the  machin- 
ery, wliich  no  one  on  boani  could  remedy  or  guard  against.  Of  these 
defects  T  was  aware  and  ever  in  fear,  though  no  one  could  think  they 
would  so  soon  have  ruined  everything. 
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Ijet  me  say  one  word  of  comfort  for  the  guorrillas  on  this  side:  My 
poor  mon  (unarmed  and  seeking  food  and  protection)  approached  a 
camp  of  Confederate  pierriUus.  near  where  tliey  landed,  and  8tam- 
peded  them  at  half «  mUe  distance,  and  never  couhi  get  in  hail. 

Prav  have  all  such  riitmiiig  hproes  adde<l  to  the  cons<'npt  roll  on 
3th  aides.  I  am  deeply  moved  for  the  too  probable  fate  of  my  brave 
crew.  It  is  .some  small  consolation  t-o  me  to  know  that  1  could  not 
have,  bj'  my  presence,  averted  the  wearing  out  of  the  enginen.  A 
large  sloop  of  war  attacketl  in  company  with  the  Essex  and  giinl>oats. 
I  regret  to  say  that  Lieutenant  St<^vens  wa-s  seriously  bunied  by  a 
grenade  with  whirli  he  fired  the  ship.  As  I  knew  would  he  proved,  he 
and  the  officers  bchave<!  well.  I  send  them  back  to-night  by  one  of 
the  twip  dr»^»ons,  whom  Cieneral  Kuggles  sent,  with  me. 
1  am,  with  respect., 

I.  N.  BuowN, 
Oommandrrt  C,  8.  Navy. 
Mttjor-Oeneral  John  C.  Brrckiniiukjf:, 

Commanding  mtar  Baton  Rou^r. 


StaUment  made  by  U«Qt«iuat  B«ad,  0.  ft.  Jtvfj,  of  the  C.  B.  ram  Axkum*. 
(From  JHrhann  Ulmlml[i)jl«u.| 

Lieutenant  Kead,  of  the  ram  Arkansaa,  gives  the  following  par- 
ticuIarH; 

Tbo  Arkatuaa  lefl  Vioksburg  at  So'rWk  Sunday  morning,  August  3.  and  atfiamed  teisurl; 
down  tliB  river,  liavine  aiiiplo  titiie  to  rcai-li  Baton  Rougr  at  the  ap|miiitM)  lnour.  When  hIu* 
arrived  witliin  15  milwi  o(  Baton  Uou^,  hor  atarlwai^  ooginc  broke  dow-o.  Kepaira  were 
immetUately  ooituuf m-od ,  and  at  Ko'elock  won>  paj-liully  <*<^iii{>l<:*tt.'d,  tliinigh  hIic  wiui  nut  in 
condition  rr>  t'ugaep  rnanv  of  the  Yankee  veKsfl^  on  ur('M>un(  nf  lUr-  iniurv  TYvpiTDd. 

At  l  oVloi'k,  idmost  io  a  minute,  Gcnoral  Breckinridge  opened  the  attack  on  Baton 
Rouge.  A  iii«'<uM'ugt<r  win  di^putflud  at  S  uVlock  lu  aw-ertain  ttii*  xtn-iiglh  of  tlu-  eneiuy'ti 
fleet,  and  Ibe  ArkwuKu  prix-ivdod  to  a  puiut  .'i  iiiile.s  ahuvt*  Bat<»ii  Rouge,  wlieii  she  wiut 
cleared  for  action. 

\Ve  leampd  front  the  gufrrillai^  on  idiure  that  lhon<  were  only  thive  gunboaLa.  On  round- 
ing llii>  iM>int,  the  AlHrlMMird  engine  again  tin>ke  down,  and  tin-  xhtp  dnfled  ashore  iu  sight  of 
Baton  Rouge,  on  the  Arkatuaa  nide.  Kepairs  were  immediately  runmieDred.  and  the  stiip 
got  afloat  at  5  o'clock  thi*  sanw  evening.  The  engin^'or  reported  that  th«  engilWA  werw  unr»- 
CaUe.  It  was  delermin€«d  U>  make  annther  trial  trip  up  the  river  to  aarerlain  the  -itr^ngtl) 
of  the  engines  proceedod  some  ."vOO  yftrd"*  up  the  river  wiirn  her  enginn*  again  broke  more 
itenuuHly  than  evrr.     The  fu-w  vm.'^  i-iiKaged  all  niglil  in  n'pain*. 

Next  UKiruing  at  8  uVIwk  (he  ltx4(out»  rept>rled  llie  Federal  fli*!  roming  up.  The  -diip 
t  moored  head  do^riLslream.Hnd  ckanxl  for  action,  and  in  this  condition  was  detemiiruMl 
t  to  the  hu^t.  At  !)  oVIiK-k  the  Eitafs  caiite  round  the  \nnni  and  ont-ned  (vw.  At  this 
moment  the  engineem  rt>{K)r1ed  the  engines  ready,  and  that  iliey  would  last  half  a  day. 

The  lines  were  cut,  and  the  ArkanMU  started  for  the  EaMX  with  the  intention  of  mnning 
her  down.  ProcetKled  afK>ut  ^WO  yartU  in  ttit«  direction  of  the  Esuex,  and  the  larlwara 
engioo  suddenly  stopped.  SJie  iheii  inittli'  for  the  bank,  her  aifm  down,  the  Ekm^  pouring 
kliut  fire  into  her.     in  tliis  condition  we  op<.-iii'^J  tire  with  the  stem. 

The  A'mw  r-ontiniit<i  to  advimi-c,  mid  whi-u  within  >0()  yards  the  crew  of  the  ArkaxiMU 
'"wwe  ordered  ashore,  and  the  vessel  tired,  .-\fter  tdl  handx  were  ashore  Ihi*  Enwr  fired  upon 
the  disabled  Teeael  mo»t  furiously.  In  an  hour  after  her  abandonment  the  fire  communi- 
cated to  ber  maipuiue.  and  all  that  remaiued  of  Ihi-  tiohlit  Arkanea*  wiki  blown  up 

Ijotitenant  Stevens  wos  in  command  of  the  Arkansas,  and  displayed 
remarkable  i'oolne>w  imtier  the  most  ijerilons  and  distressing  mis- 
fortunes. Our  informant,  Lieutenant  Head,  state-s  that  but  for  the 
misfortune  to  her  enzines  the  expedition  would  have  been  a  most  bril- 
liant succeas,  and  the  Yankees  would  have  been  driven  from  New 
Orleans  in  a  few  days. 


132 


WEST  GULF   BIvOCKADINQ   SQUADRON. 


SxtTMt  n-om  the  papers  of  AotlQg  Xaster'a  Mste  Wilion.  C-  B,  H%vj. 

On  the  20th  June,  18*}2,  the  Confederate  steamer  Arkanma  having 
been  ronipletetl  u<:cor(Iin|r  to  tiie  materia]  at  the  disposal  of  her  com- 
nittiider,  Inaac  N.  Brown,  s!ie  left  Yazoo  City  and  descended  the 
Yazoo  Kiver  to  Liverpool  Iiaiuling,  where  an  earthwork  an<i  raft  of 
logs  were  in  position  to  jirevent  the  Kederal  lleet  from  ascending  the 
river.  The  officera  of  tne  Arkaii^as  were:  Lieutenant  I.  N.  Brown, 
commanding;;  First  Lieutenant  llenr^'  K.  Stevens,  executive  officer; 
Lieutenants  John  Grinihall,  A.  D.  TVhartou,  C.  W.  Read,  Alphonse 
Barhot,  (ieorj^e  W.  Gift;  Surgeon  H.  W.  M.  Washington;  Assistant 
Surgeon  C'liarles  M.  Morfit;  Assistant  PajTuaster  Richd.  Tavlor; 
First  iVssistant  Kngincer  Cieoree  W.  City;  Sec^ind  Assistant  Engineer 
E.  Covert;  Third  Assistant  Engineers  WilUam  11.  Jackson,  E.  IL 
Bi*owii,  James  T.  Doland,  John  S.  Dupuy.  James  S.  Gettis;  Acting 
Masters  Samuel  MUIiken,  tFoIui  L.  PliilUps;  Midshipmen  R.  II.  Bacot, 
D.  M.  Sc:ales.  H.  S.  Cooke,  C.  W.  Tyler,  U.  B.  Talhott;  Masters  xMate 
Jolui  A.  Wilson;  Paymaster's  Clerk  Wilson;  Gunner  T.  B.  Travers; 
Pilots  John  Hodges,  James  Brady,  William  Gilmore,  J.  IL  Shacklctt, 
—  MoMlpMiierv.  Hercn'Wconsisl<M|  of  200  seanieri,  landsmen,  fire- 
men, soldiers,  ami  hoys.  She  mounted  10  ^uns,  viz,  two  S-incKcoIum- 
hiadsfi>rward,lwi)  H-inch  astern,  and  two  I  A.-iiich,  two  6-inch,  and  two 
32-pounder  guns  in  broadside.  She  was  105  feet  in  hMigtli.  with  35 
feet  of  beam,  ami  drew  11 A  feet  of  water.  Her  plating  was  of  railroad 
iron,  4i  inches  in  thickness,  and  her  general  appearance  was  long  and 
raltisli.  The  Arhin^tftJi  remained  at  Iviverpool  Landing  until  July  4, 
when  a  trial  trip  was  made  up  to  Ya/>iMi  City,  returning  tlie  following 
day.  The  crew  were  then  set  to  work  to  oj»en  a  pas-sage  through  the 
obstructions,  which  was  done  in  two  days,  and  tne  vessel  passed  out 
in  compliance  with  the  order's  of  Captain  Wilham  F.  Lynch,  com- 
manding tlu>  Cuufedorate  States  navul  forces  on  the  Mississippi  and 
it«  tributaries. 

On  the  morning  of  July  15,  IS62,  the  Arlcansfis  arrived  at  tho 
mouth  of  Old  River,  and  seeing  tliree  Federal  gimboats  lying  off  a. 
point  below,  she  was  headed  for  tliem,  and  lire  opened  witfi  her  bow 
guns.  Thev  replied,  one  shot  shattering  the  pilot  house  of  the  Arkan- 
sas, mortalfy  wounding  Pilot  John  Ih>ages  and  slightly  injuring;  by 
aplmtei-sCommander  Brown  and  Pilot  Shacklctt;  ^fidHliipman  l^'ler, 
acting  uid,  was  al.so  shot  in  the  forearm.  Throughout  the  engage- 
ment of  this  <l«y  C'ommander  Brown  o<'Cupied  a  position  on  the  wheel 
platform  fwitli  his  pih>t.s),  situated  forward  on  the  gun  deck,  from 
whence  he  directed  the  movements*  of  the  vessel.  Lieutenants  Grim- 
ball  and  Gift  connnanded  the  two  bow  guns,  and  Lieutenant  Read  the 
two  stern  G-inch  rifles,  whilst  the  broadside  guns  were  in  charge, 
reapectivelv,  of  IJeut«nants  Wharton  and  Barbot,  Midshipmen  Bacot, 
Scales,  and  Tallmii,  and  Master's  Mate  Wilson.  Two  or  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  the  wooden  gunboat  Tuler  and  ironcIa<i  ram  Queen  of 
tht  Wtftt,  wore  roimd  and  steamed  down  for  the  main  (Iwt  below, 
lighting  their  stern  gtms  as  they  retreated.  The  third,  tho  ironclad 
Carojidelel,  fought  her  how  guns  until  the  Arkansas  approached  her 
at  close  quarters,  when  she  also  turned  to  follow  her  consorts.  The 
Arkansas  ranged  up  alongside  her  and  pouring  a  broadside  into  her 
with  her  port  guns,  compelled  the  Oarondelet  to  strike  her  colors  and 
run  ashore  in  a  sinking  and  crippled  condition.  (Continuing  on  dow-n 
the  river  wc  aoon  came  in  sight  of  the  whole  tloet,  33  vessels  in  all, 
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consisting  of  sloops-of-war,  ironclads,  ^nboats,  rams,  mortar  boats, 
and  transports.  In  pas.sing  lliem  we  underwent  a  terrilic  fire  at  citwe 
range,  which  we  answered  aetively,  brinj'ing  every  jjun  into  action 
that  WDidd  hear  upon  the  enemy.  The  r cdrral  ram  lAJncaKter,  run- 
ning out  to  strike  us.  received  a  shot  in  her  drnni  from  one  of  our  l>o\v 
guns,  which  caused  an  escape  of  steam.  Many  of  her  crew  leaped 
OTerlM>ard  and  i>eris>ied  in  full  sight  of  the  fleet,  A  shell  i)enetrated 
the  broken  armor  on  our  port  side  and  exploded,  wounding  JJeuten- 
ant  Gift  in  the  right  shoulder  and  killing  and  wounding  most  of  liis 
Egun's  crew.  I  was  al  ttie  same  time  cut  in  the  arm  and  leg  hy  frag- 
Hnenta  of  wood  and  iron.  The  heat  on  the  gim  deck  from  rapid  Hring, 
and  the  concussion  from  shot  and  shell  striking  the  ship  on  all  sides, 
was  terrific.  Men  and  officers  alike  fought  their  guns  clad  only  in 
pantaloons  and  undcrsliirts.  Another  shell  exploded  in  front  ofiny 
gun  port,  killing  my  sponger  and  knocking  down  the  other  men.  An 
Xl-incli  solid  sm)t  entered  the  shin's  side  almve  my  gun,  smashing  in 
the  hulkliead.  killing  2  men  and  tiie  powder  hoy.  wounding  '^  others, 
and  knocking  ine  sen.s^'h'ss,  cutting  my  head  and  nose,  I  was  taken 
below,  wounds  were  dressed,  and  returned  to  my  gnn  shortly  after- 
wards. The  same  shot  continued  on  across  the  deck,  passing  through 
the  lower  part  of  the  smokestack,  killing  8  of  Midshipman  Scales's 
men  and  wounding  3  olheis  (as  tliev  were  running  out  their  gun).  It 
finally  .struck  the  opposite  bulkhead,  broke  in  half,  and  fell  on  deck. 

^Iie  smokestack  was  so  perforated  by  every  kind  of  missilo  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  lo  Keep  up  sufficient  steam  to  give  the  ship 
enough  motive  power  lo  steer  nor,  but  we  finally  cleared  the  enemy  s 
line  of  vessels  and  ran  in  alongside  the  wharf,  under  the  guns  of  the 
batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

The  enemy's  lower  mortar  fleet,  thinking  we  were  al>out  to  attack 
them,  burned  one  of  their  vcN.sels.  whlcli  was  agrouml  ticlow  the  city, 
whilst  the  others  hastily  got  underway  and  pruicedc<l  down  the  river. 
Our  Urns  after  such  a  severe  ordeal  was  1  fi  men  killed  and  1 7  wounded, 
besides  the  ollicera  injured,  already  mentioned. 

The  scene  around  tin-  gnn  deck  upon  our  arrival  at  Vicksburg  was 
ghastly  in  the  extreme.  Bhiod  and  brains  bespattered  everything, 
whilst  arms,  legs,  and  several  lieaciless  trunks  were  strewn  about. 
The  citizens  and  soldii^rs  of  the  town  crowded  eagerly  aboani,  but 
a  passing  look  at  the  gun  deck  was  sufficient  to  cause  them  to  retreat 
hastily  from  the  sickening  spectacle  within.  In  this  engagement  it 
would  be  invidious  to  mention  any  particular  man  or  ofhcer  for  acts 
of  bravery;  all  hands  did  their  duty  well,  honestly,  and  courageously. 
The  enemy's  loss  was  severe,  being  over  120  men  killed  and  wounded 
(according  to  statements  published  in  Northern  papers*,  besides  the 
damages  .sustained  by  their  vessels.  The  day  was  patiwd  in  hiin-ing 
the  dead,  .sending  the  wounded  ashore,  cleaning  ship,  and  making  all 
possible  repairs.  About  5  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  his 
upper  and  lower  mortar  fleets,  which  had  recovered  from  their  scare, 
and  resumed  their  former  anchorage,  wliilst  a  number  of  sharpshoot' 
ers  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  from  ttie  oppusit-e  fLuuisiana)  baiiK,  of  the 
river.  At  fl  p.  ni.  14  of  the  upper  lleet,  with  the  sloo|)s  of  war  of  the 
lower  tlcpt.  rounded  tlie  point  above  Vicksburg.  with  the  intention  of 
passing  below  the  town,  and  at  the  same  [time]  endeavoring  to  destn)y 
the  Ark(tnsa.i.  if  possible.  She  laid  under  the  bluff  in  the  darkness, 
and  being  paintea  a  duU-brown  color  could  not  be  seen  at  a  dist&uce. 
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Our  engineers  had  gotten  up  steam,  but  were  unable  to  generate 
much,  owmg  to  the  riddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  disabled,  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  another  engagement.  A  few  volunteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  come  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  above  us  opened  fire  on  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  range,  and  the  ArkaTisas  joined  in  the  duel 
when  they  began  passing  her  Ime  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  oy  tne  flasn  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
the  darkness.  They  fired  well,  however,  and  their  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickly  around  us.  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demolish- 
ing the  dispensary,  tore  Engineer  City's  berth  to  pieces;  entered  the 
engine  room,  kilhng  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killed  Pilot  Gil- 
more,  bv  cutting  him  in  two,  and  finally  embedded  itself  deeplv  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  damc^e  on  the  passing  fleet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  close  to  us  and  ofl^red  fair  targets.  The 
engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  8  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  feet  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of  my  scalp. 

The  next  daj'  Midshipman  Tyler,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  mortar 
boats)  t<)  the  residence  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  have  our 
injuries  properly  cared  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  miles  from  Vicksbure,  and  Mrs.  Cox  had 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  many  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
modated. Her  husband  was  absent  in  the  Army,  so  she,  with  her 
daughter  and  servants,  kindly  nursed  and  cared  for  all  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  second 
day  after  we  arrived.  Three  days  later  we  were  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Edwards  Station  P)epot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
mgton  and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  all  officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansas  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksbui^.  This  building 
had  been  shelled  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yellow  flag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  was  the  datholic  Church; 
its  5tee4)le  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  its  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendered  unfit  for  service.  Making  war  upon  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respect  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men,  suflTering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yazoo  Kiver,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  city  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer George  W.  City,  Tliird  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Brown,  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  them  we  learned  of 
another  attack  upon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  Federal  ironclad 
steamer  Essex  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d  July.  They  were  beaten  off  with  considerable  loss  and  damage, 
but  in  tliia  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  Tlie  shot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  port,  and  whilst  I 
regretted  being  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  I  felt  tliat  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkansas:  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        135 

^m  one  of  their  guns.  The  Arkansas  was  at  this  time  undei^oing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokestack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stay  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
received  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  officers  fit  for  duty  to 
rejoin  their  vessel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  healed, 
Ifidflhipman  Tvler,  Gunner  Travers,  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  foDowing  day  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  Vicksburg.  He  was"then  in  command  of  the  ship, 
as  Commander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
lower  Federal  fieet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  lying  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  Au^st  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  off  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Rouge,  m  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raising  the  blockade  of  the  Lower  Mississippi.  The 
Arleansaa  proceeded  down  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  near  midnight,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  She 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  begun,  which  were  finished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  under  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  E.  H.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  soon  coming 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Essex,  three 
gunboats,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quarters  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  and  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commencea.  By  night  the  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  engine  arranged.  We  started  a  short  distance  up  the  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lying  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  disabled  a  tnird  time. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinridge  having  awaited  our  coming  until  long  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
drove  nim  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Engineer  Brown  reported  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliable.  A  consultation  was  held  between  Lieutenant  Stevens 
and  his  officers,  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  started  from  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  been  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowlv  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  anv  distance  when  the  port  engine  broke.  The  ship  was 
then  headea  for  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
suddenly  gave  way  and  she  drifted  toward  the  enemy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  thev  opening  fire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  bank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  liis  stem  rifles,  but  the  enemy  having  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineffective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  range,  but  with  no  efl'ect, 
her  missiles  falling  short  and  out  of  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair.  In  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guns  could  not  oe  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  Arkansas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
huids  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  with 
small  arms  and  ammimition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookouts  r^orted  a 
force  landing  below  us,  our  ship's  company  was  marched  off  toward 
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Our  en^eers  had  gotten  up  steam,  but  were  unable  to  generate 
much,  owmg  to  the  nddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  disabled,  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  another  engagement.  A  few  volunteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  come  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  above  us  opened  fire  on  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  range,  and  the  Arkatisas  joined  in  the  duel 
when  they  began  passing  her  ime  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  oy  tne  Hash  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
the  darkness.  They  fired  well,  however,  and  their  shot  and  sheU  fell 
thickly  around  us.  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demoUsh- 
ing  the  dispensary,  tore  Engineer  City's  berth  to  pieces*  entered  the 
engine  room,  kilhng  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killed  Pilot  Gil- 
more,  bv  cutting  him  in  two,  and  finally  embedded  itself  deeply  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  damage  on  the  passing  neet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  close  to  us  and  offered  fair  targets.  The 
engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  8  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  feet  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of  my  scalp. 

The  next  day  Midshipman  Tyler,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  mortar 
boats)  to  the  residence  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  have  our 
injuries  proi>erly  cared  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  miles  from  Vicksburg,  and  Mrs.  Cox  had 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  many  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
modated. Her  husband  was  absent  in  the  Army,  so  she,  with  her 
daughter  and  servants,  kindly  nursed  and  cared  for  all  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  second 
day  after  we  arrived.  Three  days  later  we  were,  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Edwards  Station  [Depot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
mgton  and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  all  officers  and  men  of  the  ArJcansas  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksburg.  Tliis  building 
had  been  shelled  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yellow  flag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  was  the  (Catholic  Church ; 
its  steeple  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  its  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendered  unfit  for  service.  Making  war  upon  tlie  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respect  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men.  sufTering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yazoo  Kiver,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  citv  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer George  \V.  City,  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Brown,  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  them  we  learned  of 
another  attack  upon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  Federal  ironclad 
steamer  fCssex  and  the  ram  Queen  oj  the  West,  on  tlie  inorning  of  the 
22d  July.  Thejr  were  beaten  off  with  considerable  loss  and  damage, 
but  in  this  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  G  wounde<l.  The  shot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  port,  and  whilst  1 
regretted  being  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  I  felt  that  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkartaas:  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 
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from  one  of  their  guns.  The  Arkansas  was  at  this  time  undergoing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokestack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stay  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
receired  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  officers  fit  for  duty  to 
rejoin  their  vessel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  healed. 
Midshipman  iy^®''i  Gunner  Travers,  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  following  day  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  VicksDurg.  He  was'then  in  command  of  the  ship, 
as  Commander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
lower  Federal  fleet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  lying  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  Au^st  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  off  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Kouge,  m  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raising  the  blockade  of  the  Lower  Mississippi.  The 
Arkansas  proceeded  down  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  near  midnight,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  She 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  begun,  which  were  fmished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  under  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  E.  H.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  soon  coming 
in  sight  of  tlie  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Essex,  three 
gunboats,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quarters  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  and  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commencea.  By  night  the  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  engine  arranged.  We  started  a  snort  distance  up  the  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lymg  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  disabled  a  third  time. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinridge  having  awaited  our  coming  until  long  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
drove  nim  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Engineer  Brown  reported  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliable.  A  consultation  was  held  between  Lieutenant  Stevens 
and  his  officers,  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  started  from  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  been  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowly  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  any  distance  when  the  port  engine  broke.  The  ship  was 
then  headed  for  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
suddenly  gave  way  and  she  drifted  toward  the  enemy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  they  opening  fire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  hank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  his  stem  rifles,  but  the  enemy  having  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineflFective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  ran^,  but  with  no  effect, 
her  missiles  falling  short  and  out  of  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair,  ui  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guns  could  not  he  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  ArJeansas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  with 
small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookouts  reported  a 
force  landing  below  us,  our  ship's  company  was  marched  off  toward 
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Our  en^eers  had  ^tten  up  steam,  but  were  unable  to  generate 
much,  owmg  to  the  nddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  msabled,  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  another  engagement.  A  few  volunteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  come  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  above  us  opened  fire  on  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  ranee,  and  the  Arkansas  joined  in  the  duel 
when  they  began  passing  her  une  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  by  tne  flash  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
the  darkness.  They  fired  well,  however,  and  their  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickly  around  us.  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demohsh- 
ing  the  dispensary,  tore  Engineer  City's  berth  to  pieces*  entered  the 
engine  room,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killed  Pilot  Gil- 
more,  bv  cutting  him  in  two,  and  finally  embedded  itself  deeply  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  damage  on  the  passing  fleet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  close  to  us  and  ofl^red  fair  tai^ets.  The 
engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  8  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  feet  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of  my  scalp. 

The  next  day  Midshipman  Ty'®''^  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  mortar 
boats)  to  the  residence  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  have  our 
injuries  properly  cared  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  miles  from  Vicksbure,  and  Mrs.  Cox  had 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  many  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
modated. Her  husband  was  absent  in  the  Army,  so  she,  with  her 
daughter  and  servants,  kindly  nursed  and  cared  for  all  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  second 
day  after  wo  arrived.  Three  days  later  wc  were  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Edwards  Station  [Depot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
ington and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  all  officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansas  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksburg.  This  building 
had  been  shelled  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yellow  Hag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  was  the  (fatliolic  Church ; 
its  steeple  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  its  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendered  unfit  for  service.  Making  war  upon  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respc<t  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men,  suffering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yazoo  Itiver,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  city  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer George  W.  City,  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Brown,  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  tliein  we  learned  of 
another  attack  upon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  PVderal  ironclad 
steamer  Ksscx  and  the  ram  Queen  oj  the  West,  on  the  moniinc  of  the 
22d  July.  They  were  beaten  off  with  considerable  loss  and  Janiage, 
but  in  tliis  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  The  shot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  port,  and  whilst  I 
regretted  being  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  I  felt  that  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkansas:  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 
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from  one  of  their  guns.  The  Arkansas  was  at  this  time  undergoing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokestack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stay  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
received  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  officers  fit  for  duty  to 
rejoin  their  vessel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  hewed. 
Midshipman  lyier.  Gunner  Travers,  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  foflowing  day  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  Vicksburg.  He  was"then  in  command  of  the  ship, 
as  Commander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
lower  Federal  fleet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  lying  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  Au^st  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  off  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Kouge,  m  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raising  the  blockade  of  the  Lower  Mississippi.  The 
ArkansfiB  proceeded  down  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  near  midnight,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  She 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  begun,  which  were  finished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  imder  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  £.  H.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  soon  coming 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Essex,  three 
gunboats,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quarters  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  and  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commencea.  By  night  the  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  engine  arranged.  We  started  a  snort  distance  up  the  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lying  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcelv  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  disabled  a  third  time. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinridge  having  awaited  our  coming  until  long  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
drove  him  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Engineer  Brown  reported  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliable.  A  consultation  was  held  between  Lieutenant  otevens 
and  his  officers,  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  started  from  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  been  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowly  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  anv  distance  when  the  port  engine  broke.  The  ship  was 
then  headed  for  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
suddenly  gave  way  and  she  drifted  toward  the  enemy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  they  opening  fire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  bank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  his  stem  rifles,  but  the  enemy  having  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineffective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  range,  but  with  no  effect, 
her  missiles  faUing  short  and  out  of  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair.  In  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guns  could  not  oe  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  Arkarisas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  with 
small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookouts  reported  a 
force  landing  below  us,  our  ship^s  company  was  marched  on  toward 
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Our  eng;ineers  had  ^tten  up  ste&m,  but  were  unable  to  venerate 
much,  owing  to  the  nddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  disabled,  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  another  engagement.  A  few  volimteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  come  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  above  us  opened  fire  on  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  range,  and  the  Arleansas  joined  in  the  duel 
when  they  beean  passing  her  hne  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  by  tne  flaSi  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
the  darkness.  They  fired  well,  however,  and  their  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickly  around  us.  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demolish- 
ing the  dispensary,  tore  Engineer  City's  berth  to  pieces;  entered  the 
engine  room,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killed  Pilot  Gil- 
more,  by  cutting  lura  in  two,  and  finally  embedded  itself  deeply  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  damc^e  on  the  passing  fleet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  close  to  us  and  oflfered  fair  targets.  The 
engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  8  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  feet  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of  my  scalp. 

The  next  day  Midshipman  Tyler,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  mortar 
boats)  to  the  residence  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  have  our 
injuries  properly  cared  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  miles  from  Vicksburg,  and  Mrs.  Cox  had 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  many  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
modated. Her  husband  was  absent  in  the  Army,  so  slie,  with  her 
daughter  and  servants,  kindlj  nursed  and  cared  for  all  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  second 
day  after  we  arrived.  Three  days  later  we  were  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Edwards  Station  [Depot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
ington and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  all  officers  and  men  of  the  Arleansas  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksburg.  This  building 
had  been  shelled  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yellow  flag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  was  the  (Catholic  CImrch ; 
its  steeple  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  its  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendere<l  unfit  for  service.  Making  war  upon  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respect  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men,  sufTering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yazoo  Kiver.  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  city  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer Geoi^e  \V.  City,  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Brown,  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  them  we  learned  of 
another  attack  uoon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  Federal  ironclad 
steamer  Kssex  ana  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  on  the  morniMK  of  tlie 
22d  July.  They  were  beaten  off  with  considerable  los.s  and  damage, 
but  in  this  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  The  shot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  port,  and  whilst  1 
r^retted  beine  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  I  felt  that  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkansas:  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 
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from  one  of  their  gana.  The  ArJeanaas  was  at  this  time  undergoing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokestack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stay  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
receired  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  officers  fit  for  duty  to 
rejoin  their  yessel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  hefued. 
Midshipman  T^ler,  Gunner  Travers,  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  following  day  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  Vicksbui^.  He  was'then  in  command  of  the  ship, 
as  Commander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
lower  Federal  fleet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  lying  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  Au^st  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  off  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Kouge,  m  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C.  Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raising  the  blockade  of  the  Lower  Mississippi.  The 
Arkan^is  proceeded  down  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  near  midnight,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  She 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  begun,  which  were  finished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  under  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  E.  H.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  soon  coming 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Essex,  three 
gunboats,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quarters  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  and  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commencea.  By  night  the  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  engine  arranged.  We  started  a  snort  distance  up  the  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lying  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  disabled  a  third  time. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinriage  having  awaited  our  coming  until  long  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
drove  him  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Engineer  Brown  reported  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliable.  A  consultation  was  held  between  Lieutenant  Stevens 
and  his  officers,  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  started  from  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  been  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowly  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  any  distance  when  tne  port  engine  broke.  The  ship  was 
then  headed  for  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
suddenly  gave  way  and  she  drifted  toward  the  enemy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  they  opening  fire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  oank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  his  stem  rifles,  but  the  enemy  having  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineffective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  range,  but  with  no  effect, 
her  missiles  falling  short  and  out  of  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair.  In  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guns  could  not  oe  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  Arkansas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  with 
small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookouts  reported  a 
force  landing  below  us,  our  ship's  company  was  marched  off  toward 
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Our  engineers  had  gotten  up  steam,  but  were  unable  to  generate 
much,  owing  to  the  nddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  disabled,  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  another  engagement.  A  few  volunteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  come  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  above  us  opened  fire  on  the  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  range,  and  the  Arkansas  joined  in  the  duel 
when  they  began  passing  her  hne  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  by  the  flash  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
uie  darkness.  They  fired  well,  however,  and  their  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickly  around  us.  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demolish- 
ing the  dispensary,  tore  Engineer  City's  berth  to  pieces:  entered  the 
engine  room,  kilhng  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killed  Pilot  Gil- 
more,  by  cutting  him  in  two,  and  finally  embedded  itself  deeply  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  damage  on  the  passing  iieet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  close  to  us  and  ofSred  fair  targets.  The 
engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  8  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  liad  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  feet  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of  my  scalp. 

The  next  day  Midshipman  Tyler,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  slielling  from  the  mortar 
boats)  to  the  residence  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  have  our 
injuries  properly  cared  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  miles  from  Vicksburg,  and  Mrs.  Cox  had 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  many  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
modated. Her  husband  was  aosent  in  the  Army,  so  she,  with  her 
daughter  and  servants,  kindly  nursed  and  cared  for  all  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  second 
day  after  we  arrived.  Three  days  later  we  were  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Edwards  Station  [Depot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
ington and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  aU  officers  and  men  of  the  ArkuTisas  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksburg.  This  building 
had  been  shelled  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yelh)w  flag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  was  the  Catholic  Clmrch ; 
its  3t««ple  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  its  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendered  unfit  for  service.  Makuig  war  upon  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respect  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men,  .suffering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yazoo  liiver,  and  im  arriv- 
ing at  the  city  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer George  \V.  City,  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Hntwn.  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  them  we  learned  of 
another  attack  upon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  Federal  ironclad 
steamer  Essex  and  the  ram  Queen  oj  the  West,  on  tlie  morning  of  tlie 
22d  July.  They  were  beaten  off  with  considerable  loss  and  damage, 
but  in  this  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  G  wounded.  The  sliot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  port,  and  whilst  I 
regretted  being  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  1  felt  that  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkansas;  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 
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from  one  of  their  guns.  The  Arkansas  was  at  this  time  undergoing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokestack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stay  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
received  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  officers  fit  for  duty  to 
rejoin  their  vessel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  heued, 
Midshipman  Tylerj  Gimner  Travers,  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  fofiowmg  day  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  \^ck8Durg.  He  was'then  in  command  of  the  ship, 
as  Commander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
lower  Federal  fleet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  lying  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  August  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  oil  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Rouge,  m  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C^Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raising  the  blockade  or  the  Lower  Mississippi.  The 
Arkansas  proceeded  down  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  near  midnight,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  She 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  begun,  which  were  finished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  imder  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  E.  H.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  soon  coming 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Essex,  three 
gunboats,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quarters  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  Almost  immediately  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  and  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commencea.  By  night  the  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  engine  arranged.  We  started  a  snort  distance  up  the  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lying  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  disabled  a  third  time. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinridge  having  awaited  our  coming  until  long  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
drove  him  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning  of  the  5th  Engineer  Brown  reported  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliable.  A  consultation  was  held  between  Lieutenant  Stevens 
and  his  officers,  and  at  9  a.  m.  we  started  from  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  been  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowly  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  any  distance  when  the  port  engine  broke.  The  ship  was 
then  headea  for  the  shore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
suddenly  gave  way  and  she  drifted  toward  the  enemy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  they  opening  fire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  bank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  his  stem  rifles,  but  the  enemy  having  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineffective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  range,  but  with  no  effect, 
her  missiles  falling  short  and  out  of  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair,  ui  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guns  could  not  oe  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  Arkansas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
huids  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  with 
small  arms  and  ammimition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookouts  reported  a 
force  landing  below  us,  our  ship's  company  was  marched  on  toward 
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Our  engineers  had  gotten  up  flt*am,  but  were  tinablo  to  generate 
much,  owing  to  the  riddled  condition  of  the  smokestack.  With  so 
many  men  difiabled.  and  our  armor  badly  shattered,  we  were  not  in 
trim  condition  for  anotlier  engagement.  A  few  volunteers  from  a 
Missouri  regiment  ashore  had  como  aboard  in  the  afternoon  to  assist 
in  working  our  guns.  The  batteries  aljove  us  opened  fire  on  th^  fleet 
as  soon  as  they  got  within  range,  and  the  Arlcan^as  joined  in  the  duel 
wfien  they  began  nassing  her  line  of  fire.  The  enemy's  gunners  were 
guided  solely  by  tiie  flash  of  our  guns,  as  we  were  almost  invisible  in 
the  darkness.  They  fired  well,  liowever,  and  their  shot  and  shell  fell 
thickly  artiund  us.  '  One  heavy  shot  entered  our  port  side,  demolish- 
ing the  dispensary,  tore  Kngineer  City's  berth  to  pioce-s;  entered  the 
engine  room,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  3  others;  killtni  Pilot  Oil- 
more,  bv  cutting  lum  in  two,  and  finallv  embedded  itself  deeplv  in 
the  starboard  side.  We  inflicted  much  aamage  on  tb©  passing  fleet, 
as  their  vessels  passed  very  cIoho  to  us  and  of^red  fair  targets.  The 
engagement  ]a.sl4-d  uhtiiit  an  hour,  during  which  we  lost  S  men  killed 
at  the  guns  and  11  wounded.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  a  third 
time  knocked  off  my  fp<et  hv  a  piece  of  sh<>ll,  which  opened  another 
furrow  in  the  top  of' my  s^-afp. 

The  ne.vt  day  Midshipman  Tyler,  Third  ..^^jsislant  Engineer  Jackson, 
and  myself  were  sent  ashore  (under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  mortar 
boati«)  to  the  r(>sidenc«  of  a  planter  named  Cox,  in  order  to  huv»  our 
injuries  properly  cored  for. 

The  house  was  about  2  milea  from  Vicksburg,  and  Mrs.  Cox  bad 
offered  the  use  of  it  for  as  manv  of  our  wounded  as  could  be  accom- 
mtHlated.  Her  bu.'^band  waw  Al>sent  in  the  Army,  so  .^he.  with  her 
daughter  and  servantvS,  kindly  nursed  and  cared  for  nil  who  were  sent 
to  her  most  hospitable  mansion.  Here  Pilot  Hodges  died  the  .sorond 
day  after  we  arrived.  Three  day.s  lat-er  we  were  transferred  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Kdwards  Station  [Depot],  where  we  found  Surgeon  Wash- 
mgton  and  Lieutenant  Barbot.  After  a  week's  sojourn  here  Com- 
mander Brown  ordered  all  officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansaft  who  were 
able  to  be  moved  to  the  city  hospital  in  Vicksburg.  This  buikliug 
had  been  sbellod  by  the  mortar  boats,  although  the  yellow  Hag  was 
flying  above  it.  Another  one  of  their  targets  w&s  tlieCathoJicCluirch; 
its  ^jtct^^de  was  surmounted  with  a  cross,  so  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  it,s  identity,  but  they  persisted  in  their  vandalism  until  the  building 
was  rendennl  unfit  for  service.  Making  war  upon  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  upon  churches  did  not  increase  our  respect  for  thft 
U.  S.  Navy.  We  were  all  more  or  less,  officers  and  men,  sufi'ering 
from  fever  and  ague,  contracted  up  in  the  Yawio  Kiver,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  city  hospital  found  Lieutenant  Gift,  First  Assistant  Engi- 
neer George  W.  City,  Tliird  Assistant  Engineers  Jackson,  Brown,  and 
Doland,  and  Gunner  Thomas  B.  Travers.  From  them  we  learned  of 
anotlicr  attack  upon  the  Arkansas,  made  by  the  Federal  ironclad 
steamer  AWv  and  the  ram  Qufen  of  the  West,  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d  July.  They  were  beaten  off  wath  considerable  loss  and  damage, 
but  in  this  affair  we  lost  7  men  killed  and  0  woundeil.  Tlie  shot 
which  caused  our  loss  entered  my  unfortunate  gun  nort,  and  whilst  I 
regretted  being  unavoidably  absent  from  duty,  I  felt  that  once  more 
I  had  made  a  lucky  escape. 

Our  shore  batteries  were  but  small  assistance  to  the  Arkansas:  in 
fact,  one  of  our  men  had  his  arm  sliattered  by  a  discharge  of  grape 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


135 


from  one  of  their  giins.  The  Arhtnsfut  was  at  tliis  time  undergoing 
repairs  on  her  engines,  smokentack,  and  armor  of  the  port  side,  which 
latter  having  borne  the  brunt  of  most  of  the  fighting,  was  badly  loos- 
ened and  battered.  After  a  week's  stav  at  the  hospital  orders  were 
received  from  Commander  Brown  for  all  of  the  ofGcers  fit  ftir  duty  to 
rejoin  their  vejiKel.  Being  convalescent,  and  our  injuries  nearly  tiealed, 
Midshipman  Tvlcr.  Gunner  Travers.  and  myself  reported  aboard  for 
duty.  The  followinc^  dav  First  Lieutenant  Stevens  received  orders 
to  prepare  to  leave  \  icksburg.  He  was'then  in  command  of  the  sliip, 
as  Coumiander  Brown  had  gone  home  on  leave  of  absence.  The 
U)wer  Ftnleral  fleet  had  descended  the  river  and  was  l^'ing  below  Baton 
Rouge.  On  the  morning  of  August  3,  at  2  a.  m.,  we  cast  off  our  lines 
and  started  for  Baton  Rouge,  in  order  to  cooperate  with  our  land 
forces  under  General  John  C  Breckinridge,  for  the  purpose  of  retaking 
that  town  and  raiding  the  blockade  of  tlie  Ivower  Mississippi.  The 
Arkansatf  pnx'eoded  duwn  the  river  until  within  22  miles  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when,  ncai*  niidniglit,  her  starboard  engine  broke  down.  Slio 
was  made  fast  to  the  bank  and  repairs  Itegnn.  which  were  finished 
about  8  a.  m.  the  next  morning  under  the  superintendence  of  Third 
Assistant  Kii^ieer  K.  II.  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  senior  naval 
engineer  at  that  time  aboard.  We  again  started,  and  aoon  coming 
in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  ii-onclad  Exsex,  tliree 
gunboat's,  and  some  transports,  all  hands  were  beat  to  quartci-s  and 
tiie  gims  cleared  for  action.  Ahncxst  inimediatclj'  afterwards  the 
engine  again  broke  down,  an<l  the  ship  drifted  ashore,  where  she  was 
secured  and  repairs  again  commenced.  By  night  tlie  ship  was  afloat 
and  the  LMigine  arranged.  We  started  a  short  distance  up  tlie  river 
to  secure  some  coal  lying  on  the  river  bank,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  place  when  the  unfortunate  engine  became  di.sabled  a  tfiird  lime. 
Another  night  was  spent  in  making  repairs  and  taking  coal  aboard. 

General  Breckinriage  having  awaited  our  coming  until  lone  after 
the  appointed  time,  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  4tb, 
drove  liiin  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  shelter  of  the  lower  fleet.  On 
the  morning::  of  the  .5th  Kngineer  Brown  rejjorted  the  engine  repaired, 
but  unreliiible.  A  eonsultntioii  was  lield  between  JjirMitenant  Stevens 
and  his  oflicers,  and  nt  0  a.  m.  we  starto<l  frnni  the  bank  to  attack  the 
enemy's  fleet,  which  now  had  b*'en  reinforced  to  fourteen  vessels,  and, 
headed  by  the  Essex,  was  slowly  advancing  up  the  river.  We  had  not 
steamed  any  distance  when  tlie  p^irt  engine  broke.  The  Khij)  was 
then  headed  for  the  Hhore,  and  in  a  few  moments  her  starboard  engine 
mnldenly  gave  way  and  she  driftwl  toward  the  eneniy  in  a  helpless 
condition,  they  opening  (ire  upon  us.  Finally,  however,  she  grounded 
near  the  river  l>ank,  stem  downstream,  and  Lieutenant  Read  answered 
their  fire  with  his  storn  rifles,  but  the  enemy  ha^'^ng  halted,  the  fire 
of  our  guns  was  ineffective. 

The  Essex  continued  to  shell  us  at  long  range,  but  with  no  effect, 
her  missiles  falling  short  and  out  (tf  range.  Our  engines  were  now 
beyond  repair.  In  our  present  condition  the  ship  was  immovable 
and  her  guna  could  not  oe  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Federal  fleet. 
Under  the  circumstances  there  was  no  alternative  left  Lieutenant 
Stevens  but  to  destroy  the  Arkansas  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
haiuls  of  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  crew  were  sent  ashore  witli 
small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  as  one  of  our  lookout.s  reported  a 
fon^e  landing  below  us,  our  ship's  company  was  marched  off  toward 
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the  interior  of  the  country,  only  two  men  deserting,  both  mesa-room 
men  from  ?fow  Orleans.  Lieutenant  Read,  Midshipmen  Barol. 
Scalej?,  and  Talhotl.  CJunner  Travers,  and  nu-self  (at-ling  as  aid  to 
Lieiit'enant  CommandiTig  Stevens)  wore  ordered  to  remain  ahnnrd,  to 
assist  in  destroving  the  vejwel.  Tlie  machinery  of  the  enginos  was 
brnken  up  witfi  axes  and  the  wardroom  l)edding  fire<i  in  several 
places;  the  cotton  in  the  inside  bulkheads  between  tlie  ^uns  v>us  cut 
open  and  fired;  the  magazines  opened,  cartridges  wattered  about, 
and  loaded  .shell  place<i  on  the  ^un  deck  between  (he  guns.  In  tliis 
condition,  with  the  wardroom  m  a  blaze,  we  abandoned  the  ship, 
assisting  Lieutenant  Stevens  ashore,  he  having  had  his  l^ands  badly 
bumed  by  the  premature  expKision  of  a  hann  grenade  wiiilst  occu- 
pied in  dei^lroying  the  engine.  We  landed  with  our  side  arms  and  no 
other  chtthing  than  what  we  had  on,  which,  being  our  fighting  rig, 
was  ratlicr  scanty. 

Retreating  a  distance  up  the  levee,  we  watf^hed  the  end  of  the 
ArkaiiJtds.  llcr  batterj*  being  loaded  and  the  mm«  run  out.  she 
gradually  drifted  down  toward  the  Federal  fleet,  her  guns  being  dis- 
charged as  the  fire  abiiard  reached  them.  The  Kssrx  and  her  consorts 
turned  downstream,  not  fully  understanding  the  condition  of  affairs, 
and  giving  licr  a  wide  bertli.  In  an  hour's  time,  oi-  after  nnihhiv,  slie 
blew  up  with  a  terrific  explosicm,  and  we  began  our  reti-ottt  fmm  the 
scene  of  our  misfortune. 

We  traveled  through  tlie  Louisiana  partly  on  foot,  hoi'seback.  and 
in  wagons,  the  planters  and  tlieir  wives  and  daughters  receiving  us 
all  along  our  route  with  the  utmost  kindness.  After  crossing  the 
Comile  and  Amite  rivers,  we  reached  Camp  Moore,  near  Tangipahoa, 
where  we  took  tlie  train,  and  arrived  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  on  Sunday, 
August  9,  1862. 

Jno,  a.  Welson. 


■eport  of  Kij«r*0enflrft1  Van  Dom,  0-  B.  Amy,  eommuiding  Dlatrlet  of  Mliiltilppl,  rtfer- 
ring  Ui  the  deitruotion  of  the  run. 

HKAUgi  AKTEKS    DiKTHUT    OF    MISSISSIPPI, 

Jackson,  MixH.,  iSeptemher  '9.  I86;i. 

Qbneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 

War  Department,  the  following  report  of  the  defense  of  Vicksburg 

and  of  operations  in  this  district  up  to  this  present  time, 

******* 

Prior  to  my  assuming  command  the  attacking  force  of  the  enemy 
was  confined  to  Porter's  mortar  Meet  and  Parragut's  £;unboats  (with 
their  attendant  army  transports),  which  had  a^scendoa  the  river  from 
New  Orleans.     •     *     * 

Tlie  evacuation  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the  fall  of  Memphis  opened  the 
new  danger  of  a  combination  between  the  upper  and  lower  lleets  of 
the  enemy.  Tiiis  junction  was  effected  early  in  July,  and  thus  an 
added  force  of  more  than  forty  gunboats,  mortar  boats,  rams,  and 
transports  lay  in  menace  before  the  city.  On  July  12  it  opened  fire 
and  kept  up  a  continuous  attack  until  the  bombardment  of  the  city 
ceased.  Having  received  authority  from  the  President  to  use  the 
ram  Arhmms  as  part  of  mv  force,  some  days  prior  to  July  15  I  issued 
an  order  to  Captam  [L  N.l  lirown  to  assume  command  of  "her  and  pre- 
pare her  for  immediate  and  active  service.     From  all  rehable  sources 
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I  learned  llmt  slip  was  a  vessel  capable  of  great  resistance  and  armed 
with  larpe  offensive  power.  Making  the  order  imperative.  I  coni- 
inanded  Captain  Brown  to  take  her  tlirouch  the  raft  of  the  Yazoo, 
and,  afttT  tiinking  the  Star  of  the  Wrsf  in  the  passage,  to  jjo  out  and 
attack  the  upper  fleet  of  the  enomj-,  to  iJie  cover  of  my  butterieK.  I 
left  it  to  hi.s  judgment  to  determine  whether  on  reaching  the  city  !iLs 
vessel  was  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  the  river  and  destroy  the 
lower  mortar  Meet.  Captain  Brown  properly  substituted  a  vessel 
of  inferior  quality  In  place  of  the  St<ir  of  tM  V^est,  entered  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  oil  (he  memorable  morning  of  July  15  immortalized  his 
single  vessel,  himself,  and  the  lieroes  under  liLs  comnmnd  by  an 
achievement  the  most  brilHant  ever  recorded  in  naval  unnals.  I 
deeply  regret  that  I  am  unalde  to  enrich  my  report  by  ati  authentic 
account  ot  the  heroic  action  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansas. 
Commodore  [William  F.]  Lynch  declines  to  furnish  me  with  a  report 
of  the  action,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  ofTicer  out  of  the  scone 
of  my  command.  Ttn^  glory  of  thi.s  deed  of  the  ArhtuKim  stung  Ine 
pride  of  the  P'ederal  Navy, "and  led  to  the  most  speedy  but  tinsuc- 
ccAsful  effort  of  the  c'^ombined  fleet**  to  destroy  her.     •     *     * 

With  the  failure  to  destroy  or  take  the  Arkansas  the  sieeo  of  Vicks- 
burg  prnctioally  ended.  ♦  *  ♦  On  July  24  both  fleets  disaj>- 
peared-  foiled  in  more  than  a  two  months  struggle  to  reduce  the 
place. 

The  casualties  on  our  side  during  the  entire  siege  were  22  killed  and 
woiuided.  Not  a  gun  waa  dismounted  and  but  two  were  teinjiorarily 
disabled. 

The  enemy  held  Baton  Kouge.  •  *  *  fhe  capture  of  Bat<»ii 
Kouge  and  the  forces  of  tlie  enemy  at  that  point  would  open  the  Mis- 
sissippi, secure  the  navigation  of  Ked  Kiver,  then  in  a  state  of  blfH-k- 
ade,  and  also  render  easier  the  recapture  of  New  Orleans.  To  this 
end  I  gave  orders  to  Cieneral  Breckinridge  to  move  upon  Baton  Rouge 
with  tt  force  ol  5, OCX)  men  picked  (nun  the  troops  at  Vieksbui"g,  and 
ailded  to  his  ct)mmand  the  whole  pffeetive  force  of  General  Ruggles, 
then  at  Camp  Moore,  making  a  total  force  of  ti.OOO  men.  To  insure 
the  success  of  the  i)lan  1  ordered  the  Arkansas  to  cooperate  with  the 
land  forces  by  a  smmltaneous  attack  from  the  river.  All  damages 
sustaiui'd  by  the  Arkansas  from  the  fleets  of  the  enemy  had  been 
repaired,  and  when  she  left  the  wharf  at  Vicksburg  for  Baton  Rouge 
she  was  deenwd  to  be  as  formidable  in  attack  or  <lefense  as  when  she 
defied  a  fleet  of  lorty  vessels  of  war,  many  of  them  ironclails. 

*  *  *  The  Arkaj^sas,  after  arriving  within  a  short  distance  of 
Baton  Rouge,  in  ample  time  Inr  joint  action  at  the  apjiointed  hour  of 
attack,  suddenly  became  unmanageable  Irom  a  failure  in  her  machin- 
eiy  and  engine,  which  all  tlie  efforts  (»f  her  engineers  cctuld  not  rej>air. 
Tne  gallant  Breckinridge,  advised  by  telc^a|)b  every  hour  of  her 
progreesi  toward  Baton  Rouge,  and  countmg  on  her  rooperation, 
attacked  the  cnemv  with  his  whole  effective  fortte  (then  reduced  t.o 
about  2,500  men),  drove  him  from  all  his  positions,  and  forced  him  to 
seek  protection  under  tbe  cover  of  his  gunnoats.     *     ♦     * 

I  tfiiuk  it  due  to  tbe  truth  of  history  to  correct  the  error  industriously 
spread  by  the  official  reports  of  the  enemy  touching  the  destruction  of 
tlie  Arkansas.    She  was  uo  trophy  won  by  the  Essex,  uor  did  she 
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receive  injury  at  Baton  Rouge  from  the  hands  of  anv  of  her  advoisa- 
ries.  Lieiit<*imnt  Stevens,  her  gallant  commanJer,  finding  her 
unraanagrahlp,  moored  her  to  the  shore.  ()ii  the  cautious  approach 
of  the  enemy,  who  kept  at  a  respectful  tlistance,  he  landed  his  crow, 
cut  her  from  her  mooringH,  fired  her  with  his  own  hands  and  turned 
her  adrift  down  the  river.  With  even*  2un  shotted,  our  flag  floating 
from  her  bow,  and  not  u  man  on  boani.  Uie  Arkaivias  bore  down  upon 
the  enemy  and  gave  him  battle.  Tlie  guns  were  discharged  as  the 
flames  roached  tnem,  and  when  Iter  la^t  shot  was  fired  the  explosion  of 
her  magazine  ended  the  brief  hut  glorious  career  uf  the  Arkanmn.  '*  It 
was  beautiful."  said  Lieutenant  Stevens,  while  the  tears  8too<!  in  his 
eyes,  "  to  see  her.  when  abandoned  l)y  commander  and  crew,  and  detli- 
cated  to  sacrifice,  fighting  the  battle  on  her  own  hook."  I  trust  that 
the  official  report  ofConmiodore  Lyiich  will  do  justice  to  the  courage, 
constanrv,  and  restdution  of  the  ofUcers  and  men  who  were  the  last 
crew  of  the -4/740 H«a«.     *     *     * 

I  am,  sir,  very  reajwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eabl  Van  Dorn, 

M  ajor-Oeneral . 
General  S.  Cooper. 


Htpiffi  of  Lltuienant  Prehle,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Oneida, 
renaming  ike  coUisiwi.  of  that  vesftti  with  steamer  Lewis  WMteman, 
Attest  7,  IS62. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sijoop  Onktda, 
NewOrUaiis,  Im..  August  IS,  tSe2. 

General:  I  have  reason  to  suppose  the  collision  of  the  steamer 
Lrunjt  Whiieman  with  this  vessel  at  1  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
instant,  wa.s  through  design  and  not  a<:citlenta].  I  was  asleep  at  the 
time,  and,  awakened  by  the  crash,  was  on  deck  in  time  to  see  her  sink. 
The  position  of  this  vessel  within  .'JO  to  100  feet  of  the  bank,  going  up, 
and  ner  striking  us  on  the  port  bow  wa.s  conclusive  to  me  that  we 
could  not  avoid  the  collision,  utui  our  whistle  was  blown  once  wtien  she 
was  still  half  a  mile  distant,  for  lier  to  pass  on  our  port  side.  We  had 
i»o  fights  o»it,  by  a  squadron  order,  but  it  waa  a  clear  moonlight  night, 
when  either  vessel  couid  be  seen  as  fur  away  as  by  day.  and  she  litid  llio 
whole  breadth  of  the  river  to  pass  to  nort  <»f  us.  The  engineer  on 
watch  on  board  the  Whitemdn  nn)ort.ou  to  me  that  she  had  on  120 
pounds  of  steam  at  the  moment  of^  collision,  and  no  bells  were  nmg  to 
slow  down,  and  that  he  knew  the  collision  was  intended.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  I.rf)WTy,  ot  the  Sciota,  inform.-^  me  that  an  hour  earlier  he 
had  great  dimculty  in  avoiding  a  collision  witli  her,  and  that  slie  only 
sheered  off  when  ne  cleared  away  his  bow  gun  to  fire  into  her,  not 
knowing  her  character  and  the  state  of  things  "P  river. 

Tlie  passengers  and  soldiei-s  on  hoard  the  u.  aU  soemed  to  think  the 
collision  inlcntiunal,  and  wished  me  to  take  the  captain  and  pilots 
in  charge.  They  also  said  the  captjiin  and  pilots  were  in  conversation 
with  some  rebel  prisoners,  who,  by  some  inadvertency  came  on  board 
the  boat  from  the  hospital  with  the  wounded. 

The  captain  has,  I  understand,  four  sons  in  the  rebel  Army,  and  has 
declared  ne  woidd  go  into  that  service  himself  if  a  young  man. 

The  Whitetnan  some  time  since  took  a  large  sum  of  money  U)  Vieks- 
burg  for  a  paymaster,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  clerk  of  the  boat. 
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who  aaiU  utberwise  she  would  be  nui  aground  ut  Plaquomine,  a  guard 
was  put  on  boonl  and  the  captain  put.  under  reslrnitit  until  it.  was 
delivered.  I  \u)\io  there  will  he  a  careful  investij^alion  of  ull  the  oir- 
cumntances,  and  i/  it  is  proved  that  the  collision  waa  really  desijjned, 

Lor  for  gross  niisuiana^meut,  the  captain  and  pilots  iu  charge  will  b« 
made  to  answer  for  tlic  melancholy  loss  of  life  resulting. 
Very  resimctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
George  Henby  Predlh, 
LieuUnanl,  Commanding. 
Mujor-General  B.  F.  Bittler, 
L  Commander  in  Chief,  Anny  oj  the  Guij,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Htpori  of  the  pUot  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  rrgardmg  the  coUitt^on  of  thai 
vessel  with  the  steamer  Letois  Whiteman. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Slooi"  Onkiua,  August  7,  IS62, 
Sir:  I  was  turning  the  Thirty-five  Mile  Point  at  a  quarter  of  1 
o'clock  with  the  gunboat  Oneida,  and  I  saw  a  light  up  the  river. 

I  soon  distinguished  it  was  a  ste-ainl>oat  coming  down  the  right- 
hand  point.     1  ordered  the  man  at  the  wheel  to  port  his  helm. 

The  steamer  Whiteman  altered  her  course  across  the  river,  and  1 
iiiimediately  blew  the  whistle.  I  ordered  the  man  at  the  wheel  to 
put fiis  lielni  hard  a-port. which  fetched  me  within  100  feet  of  the  bunk. 
By  this  time  tlie  steamer  Whiienuin  was  into  us  right  scptare  across  the 
river.  The  ofEcer  of  the  deck  was  standing  beside  me;  the  river  wa.s 
now  full  of  people  from  the  steamer  swimming  for  their  lives.  We 
were  on  the  right-hand  side  coming  up,  ajid  she  waa  on  the  right-hand 
side  going  down.  She  struck  us  on  tne  port  bow.  I  did  not  hear  her 
whistle  l>low  at  all.  It  was  a  bright  moonlii^ht  night,  so  light  that  I 
could  disiinguis}i  t  wo  men  in  her  pdot  house  before  she  struck  us. 
Kes|>ectfully,  etc., 

hla 

A.  H.  X  Edmondson, 

mark 

Pilot  of  the  Oneida. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Georqr  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy. 


lustruetions  o)  Ftag-Ojficer  Farragui,  U.  S.  Navff,  to  Lievienant  Ranr 

8om,  U.  S.  Navy,  upon  the  mtfidranyil  of  Uie  former  /rwji  the  Misttis- 

sippi  Hirer. 

U.  S.  Flagship  IUrtfori>, 
Baton  Rouge.  La.,  August  8,  1862. 

Sir:  In  leaving  this  river  I  shall  leave  behind  me  ^reat  responsi- 
bilities re-sting  on  those  who  represent  me  and  the  mterest  of  the 
United  States. 

You  will  be  left  here  for  the  time  being  to  assist  and  protect  as  far 
as  possible  the  armv,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  from  interfering  with  the 
commerce  of  the  nver.  When  your  service-s  are  not  reqiured  here, 
j'ou  will  look  to  the  crossing  of  cattle,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores, 
to  the  rebels  from  one  side  or  the  river  to  the  other.  You  will  destroy 
tlieir  Hatboats,  and  t«ke  their  .'iiteamers  wherever  vou  find  tliem.  I 
leam  that  there  br'  a  number  up  the  Yazoo  and  Red  rivers.  There 
are  only  three  gunboats,  however,  that  I  have  reason  to  believe  are 
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now  in  existence  belongine;  to  the  Confederate  Government,  viz,  the 
Webb  and  Music,  in  Ked  ifiver.  and  the  Mobile  in  Yazoo.  These,  all 
the  prisoners  sa}',  are  armed,  but  indifferently  so. 

You  will  t^oiLsidpr  that,  altliuiigh  Baton  Rouge  in  considered  the 
termination  of  the  two  commands  of  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  m^'self, 
you  will  not.  as  a  xealoUH  officer,  hesitate  to  a.s.si8t  Commander  I^orter 
to  carry  out  any  enterprise  he  may  form  that  does  not  take  you  away 
from  your  legitimate  duty  of  affording  prot-ection  to  tlie  army,  etc, 
at  this  place. 

When  your  vessels  absolutely  require  repairs  you  may  send  one  at 
a  time  down  to  Captain  Morris,  who  will  attend  to  their  wants,  etc. 

You  will  therefore  un<Ierstand  tliat  although  you  will  aid  Com- 
mander Porter  under  certain  (circumstances,  you  are  attached  to  dif- 
ferent commands,  and  your  accountability  required  at  different  ends 
of  the  river.  You  will  call  upon  Captain  Morris  W  supply  all  your 
wants,  and  make  your  commimications  to  him,  as  far  as  circumstances 
may  require. 

Should  the  anny  be  withdrawn  from  Bal<)n  Rouge,  you  will  report 
to  Captain  Morris  and  continue  to  run  up  and  down  between  New 
Orleans  imd  Baton  Kouge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  G.  Faiiragut, 
Fla^'Ofiicer,  Commanding  WtsUm  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  M.  Ransom, 

Comdg.  DiviMon  of  WesUm  Oulf  Blockdg.  Squadron, 

Baton  lion^e. 

Ordtr  oj  Flag-Officer  Farrngui,  U.  S.  Nmw,  to  Commandfr  Rrmthaw, 
U.  S.  Ntmy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Westfirld,  to  wifhdrntr  from 
Baton  Rouge  to  New  Orleans. 

FlJiOSHTP    RiVRTFORD, 

Baton  Bovge,  August  S,  186$. 
Sib  :  As  there  now  appears  to  be  no  furt  her  necessity  for  your  vessels 
at  Baton  Rouge,  you  can  return  to  New  Orleans  and  complete  your 
arrangements  Tor  leaving  the  river.  On  your  way  down,  however,  I 
wish  you  to  stop  at  Plaquemine  and  Doiialdsonville  mid  give  them 
notice  to  send  tneir  women  and  children  out  of  tlic  towns,  ain  it  is  ray 
present  intention  to  deatroj'^  those  places  on  my  way  down,  for  firing 
mto  our  vessels.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  Fiad  notified  them 
some  time  since,  when  they  fired  into  the  Empire  Parish,  that  a  repe- 
tition of  the  ofTense  would  result  in  the  destruction  of  their  town. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fahragut. 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw, 

U.  S.  S.  WestfUld. 


lieport  of  Commander  Bell,  U.  S.  -Vav^,  regarding  the  firing  upon  (he 
U.  S.  transport  Sallie  Robinson,  n-ear  Donaldson nlle .  La. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Mississippi  River,  August  .9,  1863. 
Sir:   When  proceeding  up  the  river  on  the  6th  instant,  the  steam 
transport  Sallie  Robinson  passt^I  on  aiu>ad  of  me,  and  at  sunset  was 
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observed  6  miles  ahead.  At  fl  p.  m.  five  reports  of  cannon  were  lieard 
tu  tlie  direction  of  Donaldsonville,  7  or  -S  raUes  distant,  and  tlie  (la.sh(^ 
of  musketiy  ohserved,  though  the  precise  locality  of  the  firing  (muiM 
not  be  indicated.  I  guessed  it  to  be  an  attack  upon  that  transport, 
and  watched  for  her  in  paHsiiif?  the  town,  having  the  watcli  at  the  port 
guns.  Wheji  2  uiile^  above  the  town  a  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  at 
this  ship  from  the  Hanie  bank  of  the  river,  her  stem  being  presented  to 
them.  The  engine  was8top[>ed  and  onesheli  instantly  tlirown  in  that 
direction  from  the  stem  gun.  Nothing  more  transpiring.  I  proceeded 
up  the  river  and  at  10  j).  m.,  meeting  the  army  steam  transport 
Whiteman,  conveying  wounded  soldiers  from  Baton  Kouge  t^>  New 
Orleans,  I  turned  down.stream,  and  liaving  convoyed  her  past  Don- 
aldsonville, I  |>roceede(I  uj*  the  river  again  and  fell  in  with  yon  above 
Manchac  Bend. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  D.  0.  Farkaout, 

Commanding  Wetitem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford. 


Partial  tU^ft ruction  of  DonaJdfummlle,  La.,  Aui/u^t  0,  186S. 
BapoTt  of  Flftg-Offleer  FBirs^t,  V.  B.  Vbtj. 

U.  S.  Flao-Ship  Habtford, 

Ne9vOrUanji,  Au^Kt  10,  1S62. 
Sib;  I  regret  to  inform  (he  Oepartment  that  at  ttie  town  of  Donald- 
sonville, on  the  Mississippi,  they  have  pursued  a  uniform  practice  of 
firing  upon  our  steamers  passing  up  and  ijuwn  the  river.  I  sent  a 
message  to  the  inhabitants  that  ii  they  did  not  discontinue  this 
practice,  I  would  destixiy  their  town.  The  last  time  I  passed  uj) 
to  Baton  Kouge  to  tlie  Hupjxjrt  of  the  army,  I  anchored  about  ii  miles 
above  Donalrisonville  and  heard  them  tiring  upon  the  vessels  coming 
up,  first  upon  the  Salii<  liohinaon  and  next  upon  the  Srookhju.  In 
the  latter  case  tliey  made  a  mistake,  and  i!  was  so  quickly  returned 
that  they  ran  away.  The  next  night  they  fired  again  upon  the  St. 
t  harlm.  I  therefore  ()rdered  them  tu  send  their  women  and  children 
out  of  the  town,  as  I  certainly  intended  to  destroy  it  on  my  way  down 
the  river,  and  I  fulfilled  my  promi.se  to  a  certam  extent.  I  liurned 
down  the  hotels  and  wharl  buildings,  also  the  dwelling  houses  and 
other  buildings  of  a  Mr.  Pliiilippe  I^andrj',  who  is  said  to  be  a  captain 
of  guerrillas.  He  fired  upon  our  men,  but  they  chase<l  him  oft".  We 
also  brought  off  some  ten  or  twelve  of  his  negroes  and  supplied  our- 
selves witli  cattle  and  sheep  from  his  place. 
^^^  Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^f  D.  0.  FARRAoirr, 

^^^  Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  WeMf.m  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

H        Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

L 
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Baport  of  tha  ooDusitU*  of  eitlitna  rttiding  oa  the  riglit  bank  of  the  ICiuiaiippi,  parialiM 

of  ABOonsloa  ^ad  It.  Jamti. 

St.  James  Paiusii.  August  11,  1862. 

Whereas  an  event  most  disastrous  in  its  coiwequeiiccs  occurred  at 
Donaldsonv'ille  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  last,  the  0th  instant, 
when  two  United  Stat«s  sloops  of  war  and  one  gunbuat,  commanded 
by  Commodore  Farrajrut .  anchored  immediately  in  front  of  the  town 
and  proceeded  to  (ire  on  it  with  their  i;uiis  and  mortars,  and  to  accel- 
erate their  work  of  destruction  landeda  force  and  set  fire  to  and  con- 
sumed the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  town,  and  also  the  rostly 
buildings  of  an  adjacent  sugar  plantation,  besides  other  vaUiabfo 
building  below  the  town,  and  assiened  as  the  reason  for  this  wanton 
and  barbarous  act  that  some  of  the  unarmed  vessels  of  the  Inited 
Stales  had  been  fire<l  upon  from  Doualdsonville  and  its  vicinity';  and 
whereas  the  enemy  has  declared  his  intention,  if  the  firing  on  his  ves- 
sels be  repeated,  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  town  and  to  lay 
waste  the  whole  neighboring  coast,  a  threat  which  this  committee 
believes  he  will  most  assuredlj'  carry  into  effect:  and  whereas,  while 
the  people  of  the  said  parishes  disclaim  any  intention  to  question  any 
policy  which  the  Government  may  deem  advisable  to  piu-sue  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  within  the  limits  of  the  said  parishes,  and  they 
are  willing  to  makc^  as  they  have  already  made,  evcrv  ])ei-soiml  sacri- 
fice for  the  eonimon  defense,  they  humbly  conceive  at  the  same  time, 
with  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  those  in  authority,  that  the  firing 
upon  and  destroying  a  few  unarmed  srunboats  (for  hitherto  no  armed 
vessels  have  been  assailed)  can  be  productive  of  no  results  which  would 
justify  the  jeopardizing  the  lives  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty of  our  own  people  and  the  demoralizitiK  of  our  servile  population, 
a  result  which  tney  consider  inevitable  if  that  course  be  persisted  in. 
They  conceive  that  so  long  as  the  enemy,  with  his  immense  fleet,  pos- 
sesses exclusively  the  whole  of  the  river,  embracing  the  lower  coast, 
any  attempt  to  molest  him  from  its  banks,  unless  svstematicallv  and 
eflkiently  nmde,  must  necessarily  prove  utterly  fruitless  while  the 
enemy's  ability  to  retaliate  exposes  riparian  estates  to  utter  destruc- 
tion and  ruin:  Be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  conunittee,  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
viz,  *  *  *  |k>  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  to  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  Governor  Moore,  in  person,  an<i  to  submit  to  him  tJie  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  of  this  meeting,  and  to  use  every  means  to 
induce  the  governor  Uj  take  all  necessary  steps  to  avert  tlie  evil  now 
impending  over  good  and  loyal  people  of  these  polishes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  H.  Ii^lev,  Chairman. 
Elvi  M£lan(X)N. 
J.  K.  Gaudet. 
£bne8t  Pbdescx^ux. 
Michael  D.  Gaudet. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  committee  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  fully  adopted  by  this  meeting. 

A.  B.  RORAN. 

J.  iVRiSTiDE  Lanurv,  Secretary. 
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[Bocloaitre.] 

To  the  people  of  DonaJd^onviUe,  La.: 

Every  time  my  boata  are  fired  upon  I  will  bum  a  portion  of  your 
town. 

D,  G.  Fabragut, 

Flag-Officer, 

Order  oj  FJfUf-Officfr  Farragut.  V.  S.  Naxyy,  to  Liexdenant  CaldweU,  U.  S. 
iVaw/,  to  assume  command  0/  the  navaJ  forces  at  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  Flaoship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  10,  1868. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Baton  Rouge  and  as  soon  as  Lieutenant 
Gommandiag  Freble  leaves  there  vou  wUi  be  the  commanding  naval 
officer,  and  you  will  thenceforth  be  governed  by  the  instructions  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Hansom,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  fur- 
nished vou. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag^fficer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  li.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Qunhoat  Itasca. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Preble,  U.  S. 
Navg,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  to  rcTnain  at  Baton  Rouge  until 
the  mithdravxU  of  Confederate  forces. 

U-  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  desire  you  to  continue  at  Baton  Uouge  a  few  days,  until  the 
enemy's  forces  are  withdrawn  or  cease  to  menace  the  town.  As 
soon  as  you  are  satisfied  that  the  forces  of  the  three  gunboats  Itasca, 
Kinen,  and  Katakdin  arc  sufficient  for  the  prolcf^tion  of  our  forces  at 
Baton  Rouge,  you  will  come  down  the  river  and  join  me  wherever  I 
may  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  taking  care  to  fill  up  your  coal  before  leav- 
ing* the  river.  On  your  departure  you  will  leave  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Caldwell  in  command  of  our  forces.  Lieutenant  Caldwell 
has  already  a  copy  of  my  full  instructions  as  given  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Ransom. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  &ulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 

H  W  H— VOt  1» tl 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  V.  S.  A'atn/,  announcing  the  de.aih  of 
CommaTider  Wainv?rig}U,  0.  S.  Nar^y. 

No.  166.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  August  10,  1862. 

Sm ;  It  becomes  my  painftil  duty  to  report  the  death  of  Commander 
Riciiard  WaiIl^^^^pht. 

Commander  Wainwright  was  taken  sick  with  a  slight  fever  some 
two  weeks  ago.  The  fleet  surgeon  considered  liis  case  a  slight  one,  and 
that  he  would  soon  be  enabled  to  resume  his  duties,  but  he  continued 
to  fail  in  strength,  which  circumstance,  however,  gave  no  alarm  to 
the  fleet  surgeon  until  three  days  ago,  when  Or.  Foltz  informed  me 
that  the  disease  of  Captain  Wainwright  had  taken  a  very  sudden  turn 
for  the  worse,  and  that  he  t)n)Uglit  him  to  be  in  great  danger.  The 
next  day,  liowevcr,  he  rallied  and  hojM?s  were  again  entertained  for 
his  life,  but  this  morning  lie  wa.s  evidently  worse,  and  at  3  p.  m.  he 
expired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sg%iadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtonf  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Prebh,  U.  S.  Natnf,  tran^mitiinq  recommendation 
of  officer  commanding  at  Baton  Rouge  regarding  posltvms  of  vtsseU. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Oneida, 
Baton  Rouge,  Augu^it  10,  1862~!0:S0  p.  m. 
Sir:  I  forward  the  accompanying  recommendation  of  the  colonel 
commanding   on   shore.     I    shall    maintain    my    present    anchorage 
to-night  and  if  an  alarm  is  rai.sed  tire  on  the  line  A  B  and  get  under- 
way and  go  ufj  to  C  and  fire  on  the  line  C  D  as  soon  as  practicable. 

In  tlio  morning  I  shall  get  underway  and  occupy  a  position  opposite 
C.     If  an  attack  is  made  or  expected,  a  blue  light  will  be  burned  on 
tlie  wharf  boat  Natchez,  and  I  shall  imniediatel}''  get  underway  and 
occupy  station  C,  as  above.     Will  you  please  call  on  board  to-rnorrow 
morning  at  10  a.m.  with  the  other  commanders,  and  we  will  together 
devise  some  simple  day  and  night  .signals,  a.<i  proposed  by  the  colonelj 
commanding.     Tlie  signals  already  devised  by  Lieutenant  Command-f 
ing  Ransom,  with  some  slight  variation,  so  as  to  be  general  for  both 
flanks  and  made  from  some  central  position,  ac^:'oruing  to  the  now, 
arrangements  of  the  troops,  will,  I  presume,  he  all -sufficient. 
AH  that  is  reouired  is  a  mutual  understanding. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Lieutenant-Commander, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Roe. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ransom. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Erben. 
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(Endonm.] 
HEAnQUARTERS   SeOOND  BrIOADB. 

Baton  Rouge,  Augvsi  10,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  believe  the  snnexed  diagram  wilj  enable  you  to  fire 
with  effect  in  case  of  an  attack. 


Grournf  occupied 
dy  fftc  Trocfis. 


^B 


o 

One/da 


At  the  points  A,  and  B  C,  and  D  will  bo  seen  by  day  red  si^al 
flo^  and  by  night  signal  lights.  A  is  on  the  t-up  of  a  two-ston^  brick 
bunding  next  south  of  North  strei't.  It  is  on  the  river  next  below 
the  foundry',  has  a  porch  and  an  iron  balcony  on  the  second  story,  with 
a  lightning  rod  on  the  top. 

The  Oneida  lies  this  afternoon  nearly  abreast  this  house, 

B  is  on  a  tree  in  the  yard  of  the  garrison  hospital. 

C  is  on  a  post  along  the  line  of  drfrnse. 

D  is  also  on  u  post  along  the  line  of  defense. 

A,  fire  along  the  lines  A  and  H.  C  and  U  will  sweep  the  two  land 
front*  of  our  position. 

I  ventui'e  to  ask  that  you  adopt  signals  for  "More  to  the  right," 
•'More  to  the  left,'  "Elevate,  "Depress,*'  "  B^ire  rapidly,"  "AH 
right,"  to  communicate  to  the  gimboat.s  from  the  top  of  our  arsenal  by 
an  oliicer  of  your  conunand  who  will  conic  ashore  with  the  necessary 
signals  in  case  of  an  alarm.    . 

I  Hhould  he  very  glad  if  the  signals  could  be  arranged  immediately, 

nd  the  officer  come  ashore  and  examine  our  arsenal,  so  as  to  be  ready 

,  once. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IIalbert  E.  Painb, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

oieutenant  Commanding  Gkoror  H.  Preble. 
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Report  of  Flag-OjficeT  Farraaut,  U.  S.  Navy,  vetHri^  forth  the  need  of 
officers  and  vemeU  for  kis  command. 

No.  169.]  Fi-\osnip  Hartford, 

New  Orhans,  Au</uM  11,  1863. 

Sik:  The  Department  must  be  aware  that  1  am  getting  short  of 
officers  as  well  as  ships.  They  are  going  home  daily  from  very  much 
the  same  cause — used  up.  I  rather  understood  that  1  had  not  the 
right  U*  advance  tlu'  ofilcers  beyond  the  gracb'  of  master,  with  which  T 
have  been  abundantly  siinptied,  but  the}'  are  not  the  best  material  for 
conducting  the  routine  of  a  vessf^l  of  war,  although  they  may  be  able  to 
take  charge  of  tlie  deck.  I  would  much  prefer  a  midshipman  who 
had  made  a  crutse  to  one  of  these  ^entUunen  as  executive  omcer.  We 
are  now  generallv  reduced  to  one  lieutenant  on  board  of  each  ship,  and 
two  or  three  of  ti»e  gunboal.s  have  none. 

By  the  death  of  Commander  Wainwright  I  have  lost  my  last  com- 
mander, and  this  ship,  as  well  as  the  Oneida,  are  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenants. I  have  assigned  Lieutenant  Preble  to  the  Oneida  and  Lieu- 
tenant Thornton  to  this  ship,  temporarily.  I  shall  appoint  one  of  the 
masters  in  the  line  as  executive  ofncer  of  this  ship. 

I  have,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Department,  ordered  the 
Miami  home,  and  she  will  sail  in  a  few  days,  as  soon  as  her  repairs  are 
completed. 

Lieutenants  Mackenzie  and  Kautz  went  home  in  the  steamer  of 
yesterday — the  first  by  order  of  the  Department,  the  latter  condemned 
by  survey. 

I  regret  to  say  that  1  have  no  vessel  well  calculated  to  blockade  the 
Rio  Grande,  but  will  send  one  there  as  soon  as  practicable. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Western  GtUf  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon*  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

P.  S. — I  find  it  necessary  to  have  some  assistance  here,  and  have 
therefore  determined,  upon  my  arrival  at  Pensacola,  to  order  Com- 
mander Palmer  to  tliis  ve-ssel,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nichols  to  the 
Iroquois,  and  Lieutenant  Thornton  to  the  Winona. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  FARRAoirr. 

Flag-Offieer. 


Report  of  Flag-Offjcfr  Farra^,  TT.8.  Navy,  aniiouncing  the  compieium 
of  his  work  in  the  Mississippi  River  and  proposed  operations  against 
Mobile. 

No.  158.]  Flagship  Hartford. 

New  Orleans,  August  IL  1S6£. 

Sm:  riaving  now  completed  my  work  in  the  Missisainpi,  with  the 

exception  of  taking  Vicksbuiv  (which  must  be  left  to  tne  Armv  and 

Flag-Officer  Davis,  it  being  in  liis  portion  of  the  river),  and  there*beine 

no  terror  to  leave  behind  me,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  Ship  Island,  and 
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thence  to  Pensacola  and  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of  mskingmy  arrange- 
ments for  attacking  the  forta  at  the  ontranco  of  that  bay. 

I  shall  leave  for  the  protection  of  Baton  Rouge  three  ^nboats, 
Itasca,  Kineo,  and  Katahdin;  for  New  OrleanH,  l*eiuia<:ola ,  M issisifippi, 
and  PorUmouth.  This  foree  is  (UinsidertHl  ample  by  General  Butler 
and  myself,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  our  little  figlit  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  destruction  of  the  Arkanaajf  is  eq^ual  to  5,000  men  to 
General  Butler;  still  his  force  is  insuificient  fur  his  work  on  tins  river 
and  in  the  Gulf. 

I  l>eg  to  say  to  the  Department  that  the  collisions  have  been  so 
numerous  on  the  river  between  our  vessels  that,  with  the  dajnages 
from  shot  and  shell  and  rams,  our  expenditures  for  repairs  have  been 
very  great,  and  I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  upon  trie  Department, 
through  Geneml  Butler,  in  order  to  settle  my  bills  and  get  out  of  the 
river.  In  order  to  do  this  with  the  least  loss  to  Government,  I  have 
agreed  to  take  a  lai^e  portion  in  current  bills  of  New  Orleans,  with 
wiiich  I  pay  the  bills  as  far  as  I  can,  but  the  expenditures  for  the 
squadron  generally  must  be  made  in  Treasury  notes  or  in  specie.  A 
ver\' little  of  the  latter  is  used,  on  account  of  the  high  rate  of  exchange; 
still  some  is  necessary  for  change.  I  Imve  therefore  drawn  on  the 
Department  for  $50,000,  U)  meet  my  immeihatc  wants  before  leaving 
the  river,  and  sent  on  a  requisition  for  $10(1.000  by  the  mail  of  the  2a 
instant,  which  I  hope  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l:>e,  very  respectfully,  your  olM-dient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARUAGirr, 
Flofj-Officer,  (■owdg.  Wentfrn  Gulj  BhcktuUny  Sqiuulron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Letter  from  Flag^fficer  Farra^i,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Gtneral  BuUer, 
U.  8.  Army,  regarding  reported  movttnent*  of  the  enemy  in  Grant's 
Pass. 

Flagship  Hartfobd, 
New  Orleans,  AugjiM  II,  t862. 
Deaji  General:  1  learned  to-day  tliat  the  rebels  are  clearing  out 
Grant's  Pivw  to  get  out  the  gimboats  int-o  the  Mississippi  Sound ,  where 
they  will  annoy  us  very  much,  and  if  you  don't  have  some  heavy  guns 
in  the  furls  tliey  will  conte  tlinmgb  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  fire  on  the 
city.     I  think  llii.s  whk  originally  a  part  of  the  programme,  to  make  a 

f;eneral  attack  on  Batim  Rouge  and  the  city  by  the  various  rams.     So 
ook  to  the  forts.     The  ereat  dirficulty  with  me  will  be  vessels  of  draft 
to  pursue  them  in  the  shallow  wat.er,  but  if  I  once  catch  them  out  of 
Monile  Bay  it  will  trouble  them  to  get  back  again. 
Very  tnUy  and  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Flag-Officer. 
Major-General  Butler, 

Commanding  Deparimeni  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  front  Major-Gentral  BuHer,  U.  S.  Amiij,  to  Fhig-Officer  1 
V ,  S.  Navy,  requestiv^  an  expression  of  opinion  regarding 
turn  hy  Hit  Army. 


Farra^ui, 
coopera- 


Headquarters  DEPARTjreNT 


'  THE   UUI.F, 

August  11,  186S. 

Sir:  As  you  arc  about  to  leave  the  MLssisdippi  River  for  a  new 
scene  of  action,  and,  I  trust;  victorious  oiwrations,  !>efore  vou  go  I 
Ik'^  leave  to  on(|ujre  of  jou  whether,  during  the  timo  that  llie  Navy 
hits  been  cooperating  wnth  the  Army  in  this  ex|>edition  U)  tlie  South- 
ern coast,  you  Iiave  found  myself  and  oflicei-a  willing  and  prompt  to 
aid  the  naval  operations  of  the  Ueet  to  the  extent  oT  our  means  and 
nbihty. 

If  we  or  any  of  us  have  been  found  wanting  in  this  regard,  you  will 
do  nie  the  favor  to  state  frankly  wherein  we  have  been  deficient. 

Be  not  surjiriaed  at  this  ((ucstion,  to  which  I  pray  for  a  full  and  spe- 
cific answer:  but  allow  me  to  say  it  arises  from  notliing  on  your  part 
in  our  intercourse  with  yourself  or  the  officers  of  your  squadron,  but 
the  enquiry  has  now  become  necessary  for  the  purpose?  of  meeting  or 
yieldinc  to  an  accusation. 

Believe  me,  most  truly,  your  obliged  friend, 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 
Major-Generai,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulj  Squadron. 


LeUerfrom  Flag-OMcer  Farraout.  I'.  .S'.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Butler, 
U.  S.  Army,  regardintj  cooperation. 

Flaosuip  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  August  11,  186B. 
Sir-  Your  letter  of  to-day  has  been  duly  received,  and  I  confess 
that  its  contents  have  astonished  me.  It  is  true  that  wo  have  rarely 
retjuire*!  the  military  asvsistance  of  the  Army,  but  I  certttinly  Imve 
never  hesitated  to  say  that  you  have  always  been  ready  au*l  will- 
ing to  sliare  with  us  anythint;  you  i>ossessed  and  to  render  ns  any 
assistance  in  your  power,  and  I  think  that  in  this  idea  the  ollirers  liave 
generally  been  d'aixord.  Tliat  you  have  not  been  willing  ix)  accord  to 
the  Navy  its  due  share  in  the  operations  of  taking  New  Orleans  and  at 
Baton  ifouge,  1  confess  there  have  been  some  doubts  expressed.  For 
example,  in  your  address  to  your  command  you  told  tliom  of  Lbeir 
taking  New  Orleans  with  the  assistance  oi  tlie  Navy,  and  did  not 
notice  the  assistance  of  the  Navy  at  Baton  Rouge  in  the  preservation 
of  your  command  at  that  place.  I  do  not  speak  of  these  things,  gen- 
eral, as  f)f  inv  own  knowledge,  for  I  have  not  seen  the  document  to 
whidi  I  allu<ie,  but  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  our  intercourse 
has  always  been  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and  I  have  always  felt 
that  1  could  call  on  you,  as  you  might  on  me,  with  perfect  security  of 
obtaining  the  support  or  assistance  that  was  required,  and  I  have 
always  so  expressed  myself  to  the  officers  of  my  command.  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  to  you  and  to  the  Department  that  your  conduct  was 
prompt  and  enei^tic  in  crossing  to  the  Mississippi  when  we  passed 
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the  forts,  and  ii  I  have  failed  to  do  justice  to  you  or  your  command  it 
has  been  tliruugh  inadvortance  and  not  design. 

1  remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

u.  G.  Fahraout, 
Fla^-Officer,  Commanding  WeM  (hilf  BlocVad'nxg  Squadron. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler. 

Commanding  Departrntnt  of  Gulf. 


I 


Second  Utter  frojn  Major-General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarditig  cooperation  by  the  Army, 

Private.)  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleam,  August  //,  I86S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  believe  you  might  well  be  surprised  at  my  official 
letter  to-day. 

I  need  not  assure  you  that  it  was  not  caused  by  any  act  or  thought 
of  yours.  It  became  necessary,  however,  to  meet  tlie  representations 
of  Captain  Porter.of  the  mortar  fleet,  as  to  theoperutionsof  the  Army. 
I  a-ssure  you  that  never  have  I  failed  publicly  anti  privately  to 
acknowledge  and  add  my  testimony  to  the  concurrent  thought  of  all 
my  officers  in  their  appreciation  of  the  gallant  acts  of  the  Navy. 

My  dispatches  everywhere  show  this,  and  I  only  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  in  justification  of  "what  I  certainly  deem  an  unkind  thought 
toward  myst'ff. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  Navy  "preserved"  mv  army  at  Baton 
Rouge.     If  so,  I  will  acknowledge  it  witli  pride  and  pleasure. 

I  assure  you,  ray  dear  admiral,  that  I  feel  only  the  most  glorious 
exultation  at  the  exploits  of  your  branch  of  the  service. 

You  need  no  one  to  speak  ol  or  Iierald  your  acts.  They  speak  for 
them.selves.  The  Navy  need  have  no  jealousy  of  the  ."Vriny,  especiiilly 
in  this  department.  An<l  while  I  will  acquit  3'ou  of  any  intentional  or 
unintentional  neglect  of  the  .^Vrmy  or  its  acts,  yet  I  will  call  vour  att^-in- 
tion  to  the  fact  that  the  only  mention  of  the  existence  of  tlie  army  of 
this  department,  even  in  the  official  dispatches  of  the  Navy  relating 
to  the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  is  by  Captain  Porter  in  these*  words: 

"  I  sent  General  Butler  in  the  Miami  round  in  the  rear  of  the  forts." 
For  this  I  do  not  feel  at  all  aggrieved  by  vou  or  your  officers.     On  the 
contrary,  1  beg  to  repeat^  towart!  yourself  [XTsonully  and  the  officers 
of  the  squadron  I  have  none  hut  tlie  most  cordial  leelings. 
Believe  me,  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Benj.  F.  Butler. 

Rear- Admiral  Fakraout, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Major-QenemX 
ButUr,  V.  S.  Army,  respondiug  to  additiojuil  Utter  of  the  latter 
regarding  cooperation. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  August  IS,  1862. 
Mt  Dear  General:  I  received  your  kind  letter  and  fully  appre- 
ciate your  feelings  now,  but  I  thought  your  letter  might  have  gronn 
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out  of  flometliine  that  hwl  been  said  here  hv  some  one  under  my  com- 
mand, and  as  the  expresaioDS  I  mentioned  were  all  that  I  had  ever 
heard  1  frankly  stated  them.  But  even  then,  my  dear  general,  you 
miHunderstoud  me.  I  did  not  say  ''The  Navy  f)reser%eJyour  army 
at  Baton  Rougo/'  My  languaj^e  was,  "The  assistance  o/^the  Navy 
at  Baton  Rouge  "  to  preserve  your  command. 

The  officers  at  that  post  were,  and  still  are,  on  the  most  cordial 
terms.  They  only  thoughl  that  their  sliclls  were  well  directed  and 
had  their  good  effect  in  preserving  your  small  force  in  its  contest  with 
such  great  odds,  and  I  suppose  they  felt  that  it  was  due  to  them  to 
mentiun  them.  In  fact,  it  is  natural  that  we  should  as  military  men 
expect  to  receive  credit  for  our  exertions,  but  in  our  anxiety  we 
should  not  forget  to  render  unto  others  that  which  we  expect  to 
receive  ourselves. 

I  can  only  say,  general,  if  I  had  done  so  I  regret  it  the  more  because 
it  has  always  been  a  rule  of  my  life  to  "  Do  unto  others  as  I  would  they 
should  du  unto  me." 

Very  rcspcctftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Q.  Faruaout, 
Flag-Ofjirer,  Cominandlng  Western  Guij  Blockading  Squadron. 

JIajor-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  O-uif. 


Seport  of  Lieutenant  Hansom,  U.  S,  Navy,  rtg 
witarf  boat  Laurel  Hit 


ling  the  sinking  of  the 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  prize  wharf  boat  Laurel  BiU  sank 
this  morning  to  her  upper  deck,  parted  her  fast-s,  and  drifted  down 
the  river. 

It  was  discovered  yesterday  morning — the  pumps  having  been 
diligently  worked  during  the  night — that  she  whs  leaking  rapidly, 
ana  appeared  to  have  broken  amidships,  sinking  aft.  Great  efforts 
were  made  to  save  her,  but  finding  it  hopeless  and  that  she  must 
inevitably  sink,  the  sick  were  hurriedly  moved  to  the  wharf  boat 
Natchez,  of  which  I  took  immediate  possession  and  will  continue  to 
occupy  her  as  a  hospital  as  long  as  may  be  requisite. 

I  succeeded  in  removing  tim  Kineo' s  rigging,  which  had  been  stored 
in  the  Laurel  Hill,  and  S4ime  of  the  property  l)Ph)nging  to  the  latter, 
though,  in  the  hurried  process  ol  moving  to  the  Natchez,  many  things 
were  stolen  in  spite  of  the  utmost  watchfulness  to  prevent  pillaging. 
Much  that  was  stored  on  the  lower  deck,  though  not  of  any  consid- 
erable value,  was  lost. 

I  hftve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransom, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-OfTicer  D.  G.  Farraout. 

Commanding  Wcatem  Gulj  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Nairy,  commanding  U*  S.  S.  Rich- 
mond, of  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Ship  hland  on  account  of  report 
thai  A'ew  Orleans  iww  threatened. 

U.  S.  S.  RiCHHOZfPf 

sup  hland,  Aut/usi  12,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  I  left  the  river  on  the  3d 
instant  in  this  ship,  and  the  next  morning  arrived  off  Mobik*,  where 
wo  found  tlie  Suftquehanna,  Kanawha,  Prehle,  and  Roh'w.  Captain 
Hitchcock  desired  me  to  remain  there  to  assist  in  the  blockade  until 
the  moon  got  larger,  and  to  let  the  Kanawha  go  to  Ship  Island  and 
coal.  I  did  so  and  left  for  Pensacola  on  the  Sth.  arriving  there  on  the 
same  day.  On  the  day  following  I  received  a  dispatch  irom  Captain 
Hitchcock  informing  me  ot  tlie  attack  on  Baton  Rouge,  tlial  you 
had  gone  up  the  river  with  the  fleet,  and  also  the  remirt  that  New 
Orleans  was  thrpatcned  by  an  army  of  40,000  men.  Believing  that 
our  prosenee  there  might  be  necessary,  T  immediately  stopped  repairs 
of  tne  engines,  which  we  had  commenced,  got  them  put  Utgether 
again,  and  started  for  this  place  for  (he  purpose  of  collecting  mate- 
rials left  here  by  us  on  our  way  to  the  nver  and  now  nec.e>wary  for 
repairs,  both  to  the  engines  and  vessel.  Intending  that  my  move- 
ment's afterwards  should  be  governed  by  circumstances,  I  communi- 
cated with  Captain  Hitchcock  on  mv  way.  and  arrived  here  yesterday, 
where  I  can  tind  nothing  to  give  cofor  to  the  report  that  New  Orleans 
was  in  danger,  and  where  I  shall  remain,  going  on  with  the  necessary 
repairs,  until  I  bear  from  you.  Besides,  ftliiuk  the  presence  of  some 
one  of  us  is  nw-essary  here  to  protect  the  fleet  of  ci>al  vessels  (twelve 
in  number)  now  hnng  at  this  anchorage.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  the  rebels  have  not  been  here  and  destroved  them  long  smce. 
The  Potomac  is  no  protection  to  them  at  all,  wliere  she  lies,  outside 
the  anchorage. 

KespectfuUy, 

Jaues  Alpen. 

Hear-Admiral  Fabraout. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunleer  Lieutenant  KUfredge^  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
operations  near  Corpus  Chrinti,  Tex: 

V.  S.  Yacht  CoRYpnEfs, 
Off  Corpus  Vhrisii,  Tex.,  August  12,  1862. 
Sm:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  at  12  m.  this  day,  having 
removed  the  obstructions  (consisting  of  three  sunken  vessels  filled 
with  atone)  in  Corpus  Cluisti  dug-out  fan  artificial  channel  connecting 
Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi  bays).  I  got  this  vessel  underway  and 
run  through  the  eut.  One  of  tfie  relKls'  armed  vcas(*ls  appearing  in 
sight,  I  gave  chase.  After  rounding  \fcGloin's  Bluff,  gained  sufhrient 
upon  her  to  cet  within  range.  Opened  fire  upon  her  with  the  Parrott 
gun,  when  she  stopd  for  and  ran  upon  the  beach  and  was  fired  and 
deserted  bv  those  on  board.  Boaraed  her,  put  the  fu*e  out,  and  hove 
her  off.  She  proved  to  be  tlie  armed  schooner  Breaker,  formerly  a 
pilot  Iwat  at  Pass  Cavnllo.  The  armed  schooner  Elma  was  fired  and 
"bandoned  in  the  channel  to  Nueces  Bay  at  the  same  time.  Kan 
_Bro8«  the  bay  to  Corpus  Christi,  when  the  sloop  Bannah  was  also  nm 
ashore  and  Burned.     The  balance  of  the  fleet  (consisting  of  U.  8. 
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giinboat  Sacltem,  Acting  Master  Jolinaon,  commanding,  the  schooner 
Heindftr.  and  sloop  BeUe  Italia  ^  both  captured  prizes  in  Aransas 
Bay,  officered  by  Arthur's  ofiicers)  came  up  at  night. 

Wednesday,  An^ust  tS,  ISSS. 

At  9  a.  m.  landed  under  wliite  flag  and  met  Major  Hobby  (in  com- 
mand of  the  Confederate  forces)  and  officers  of  his  command  and 
Judge  Gilpin,  chief  juHtice  of  the  county.  Demanded  th.;  evacuation 
of  the  place  by  the  military,  l>ut  consenttxl  to  the  inhahitantjj  i-emain- 
ing,  promising  to  respect  their  private  property,  but  told  them  they 
must  remove  their  women  and  children  if  they  intended  to  make  a 
stand.  They  asked  for  forty-eight  hours  for  ttiis  purpose,  which  was 
granted. 

Saturday,  A\igu«i  16,  186S, 

At  early  dawn  the  rebels  fired  upon  us  from  l>elund  the  levee, 
where  they  had  planted  a  battery.  Their  fire  was  immediately 
returned  fi*om  gunboat  Sackem  and  yacht  Corypkeus  with  Hnirit. 
A  shot  passed  tlirough  the  muinsuil  (as  it  was  furled)  of  the  (/'oryphevjt; 
another  passed  through  the  Sachem's  side,  a  splinter  injuring  Master's 
Mate  Granger.  Several  other  shots  striking  the  rigging  of  l>oth  ves- 
sels, it  being  quite  calm,  could  not  get  into  position  with  the  schooner 
Reindeer  and  sloop  Belle  Italia,  the  two  latter  firing  at  long  range. 

We  succeeded  in  silencing  their  batteries,  but  upon  our  ceasing  to 
fire  (as  there  was  nothing  to  fire  at)  they  returnea  to  their  gims  and 
again  opened  upon  us.  We  silenced  them  several  times  during  the 
day,  driving  them  from  their  guns,  they  taking  shelter  beliind  the 
levee  and  in  btiildings  sheltered  by  it.  A*  desultory  fire  was  thus  kept 
up  throughout  the  day.    At  oig&t  withdrew  out  of  range. 

Sunday,  A'U^st  17,  186S, 
Repaired  our  mainsail.  At  11:30  p.  ra.  the  rebels  set  fire  to  the 
steamer  A.  B.  She  was  aground  in  a  narrow  channel  that  leads  to 
Nueces  Bay  (not  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  over  2  feet  of  water), 
near  a  point  of  land  that  runs  down  from  Corpus  Cluisti.  I  had  made 
several  ineffectual  efforts  to  haul  her  off.  so  removed  the  steam  cap, 
throttle-valve,  and  rolling  shaft.     She  bunied  to  the  water's  edge. 

Confident  of  being  able  to  give  a  good  report  of  to-morrow's  work, 
and  expressing  the  Iiope  that  you  may  be  pleased  with  our  efforts, 
X  am. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KiTTREDOE, 

Lieut.,  ComS^.  V.  S.  Barl'  Arthur  and  Forces  in  Aransas  Bay. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S,  Navy. 

Flagship  IIartford, 
Mississippi  Rii^r,  August  IS,  186S. 
The  commander  in  chief  feels  happy  in  acknowledging  the  honors 
paid  him  by  the  officers  of  his  command,  and  still  more  so  that  the 
Government  should  have,  in  convening  to  him  the  agrt^eablo  intelli- 
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gence  of  his  promotion,  accompanied  it  by  that  resolution  of  Congress 
in  which  the  people  and  Government  acknowledge  the  gallantry  o7  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  fleet  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they 
overcame  the  rebels  in  their  niultifarious  forms  of  forts,  Hoating  iron- 
clad halteries,  rams,  ^nhoats,  etc.,  and  thereby  showing  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  your  merits  and  abilities.  Your  admiral  feels  assureu  that 
you  will  nev**r  disappoint  these  high  expectations. 

A  new  field  is  now  open  before  you.  To  your  ordinary  duties  is 
added  the  cont<».st  with  the  elements.  T,ct  it  be  your  pride  to  show^ 
tlie  world  that  danger  has  no  {jreater  terror  for  you  in  one  form  than 
in  another;  that  you  are  as  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  one  shape 
OS  in  the  other,  and  that  you.  with  your  .wooden  vessels,  have  never 
been  alarmed  by  (ire  rafts,  torpedoes,  chain  booms,  ironclad  rams, 
ironclad  gunboats,  or  forts. 

The  same  Great  Power  preserves  you  in  the  presence  of  all. 

D.  G.  Fauragut, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comd^.  WeM^^  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Leiterjrom  Fla^-Ojficer  Farra^t,  U.  S.  Navif,  to  Major-General  Butler, 
tf.  S.  Army,  achn&wledymg  congratulations  on  his  -prmnotion. 

Flaosiiip  Hartford, 
New  Orkansj  Autpisf  tS,  1862. 
Dkar  General:  I  thank  you  kindly  for  your  salute,  and  hope  that 
I  may  be  able  t(t  return  it  at  some  no  distant  day  with  intei-est.  I  feel 
prouci  of  the  title  because  we  have  struggled  long  and  hard  for  it  in 
the  Navy.  I  feel  proutl  of  it  because  my  country  seem.s  to  think  I 
have  won  it,  and  I  feel  proud  of  it  because  the  thou.san<ls  of  my  brave 
companions  in  amis  who  shared  in  the  perils  of  the  day  were  not  for- 
gotten in  the  resolution  of  Congress  which  accompanied  my  commis- 
sion. 

These  things  are  gratifying,  and  I  only  trust  that  I  may  continue  to 
enjoy  them,  and  that  by  our  combined  movements  upon  Mobile  we 
may  be  able  to  add  to  our  countr)*'s  obligation  to  its  Army  and  Navy, 
for  be  assured  that  no  one  will  be  more  happy  than  myself  to  share 
with  the  .\rmy  the  honors  of  talcing  that  or  any  other  place. 
Wishing  you  continued  health  and  happiness,  I  reutaiji, 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Fakkaout, 

Hear-Admiral. 

[Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 
1  Commanding  Department  of  Gulf. 

Re-, 
Uv 
Esi 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Roe,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  services  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mississippi  in  tnew  of  expected  attack  on  Baton  Rouge. 

Headquarters  Baton  Rouoe,  August  13,  186^. 

Dear  Captaik:  T  write  at  the  request  of  Colonel  [TI.  E.]  Paine  and 
Ijieutenant'-Commaiiding  Ransom. 

Wi^  have  good  information  that  we  are  to  be  attacked  Friday.  The 
Essex  is  up  the  river,     I  am  almost  useless,  owning  to  my  heavj'  sick 
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list  of  38  men.  The  Kineo  is  using  only  one  boiler.  A  new  ram, 
called  the  Fair  Play,  is  comine  down,  accompanied  by  the  gunboats, 
and  we  are  not  strong  enough.  The  enemy  are  preparing  to  have 
batteries  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  river  to  plav  upon  us. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  are  forced  to  urge  upon  you  the 
necessity  ot  sending  up  the  Mississippi  or  some  other  heavy  vessel  to 
assist  us. 

Our  Information  comes  from  the  best  of  sources,  and  we  rely  upon 
them. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
LieutenajU-Cominanding, 
Captain  HENRy  W.  Morris, 

Cmnmaiiding  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ransom,  U.  S.  Nax^y,  requesting  the  services  of  a 
targe  vessel  in  view  of  expected  attack  on  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  IS,  i86S. 
Sir:  We  have  information,  which  seems  reliable,  that  we  are  to  be 
attacked  on  the  15th  by  a  ram  (the  Fair  Play)  and  three  gunboats, 
acting  in  concert  with  a  strong  force  under  Breckinridge  an<I  Jeff. 
Thompson.  Preparations  are  being  made  also  for  operating  ironi  the 
west  side  of  the  river. 

[  would  re.sjpectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  another  vessel  here  imme- 
diately—the M ifisissi ppi  or  some  other  large  vessel. 

The  enemy  comes  tlus  time  in  much  stronger  force,  with  siege  guns 
and  other  artillery. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Kansom, 
Lieutenant,  Oomdg.  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Hexbt  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola,  Neia  OrUant. 


Order  of  the  Siecreiary  oj  tTie  Navy  to  Captain  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  eom- 
inanding  V.  S.  S.  Housaionic,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  West  Chdf 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  August  IS,  1S6S. 
Sir:  The  Department's  order  of  July  1.5  is  hereby  revoked,  and  as 
soon  as  the  U.  b.  steam  sloop  Ilousatonic  Is  ready  for  sea  yon  willpro- 
cee<l  with  her  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  report  to  llear-Adiniral  if.  G. 
Farragut  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

You  will  touch  at  Mobile,  where  you  may  obtain  information  of  the 
movements  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Weixes. 
Captain  W.  R.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Ilousatonic,  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 
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Btport  oj  Acting  Master  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Kerutinoton,  regarding  ike  eapturf  of  the  schooner  Troy^  near  SaMne 
Pass,  August  13,  1862, 

U-  S.  S.  Kensington, 
PiUt  TowHf  Mississippi  River,  August  $0,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  I3th  instant,  near  Sabine  Pass,  I  captured  tlie  schooner  Troy,  of 
23  tons,  In  the  act  of  running  the  blockade  with  a  cargo  of  65  bales  of 
cotton. 

The  schooner  was  seen  from  thU  vessel  to  leave  the  channel  and 
steer  out  to  sea.  There  was  no  flag  on  board,  but  the  papers  found. 
viz,  bill  of  sale,  raster,  manifest,  and  clearance,  ail  simied  by  rebel 
officers  at  Sabine  rass,  appear  to  etitablish  conclusively  the  illegal 
character  of  the  ve^isel  ana  the  voyage. 

The  schooner  appearing  too  small  to  trust  a  prize  crew  upon,  was 
taken  in  tow  by  this  vessel  and  brought  to  this  place,  where,  oy  order 
of  Captain  Henr}'  [VV.]  Morris,  semor  oflic^r,  the  cotton  has  been 
transsnipped,  together  with  the  papers  and  witnesses  to  ^ewYork] 
for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser%'ant, 

Frederick  CnocKER, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  mortar  schooners. 

Na>t  Department,  August  I4,  1862. 
Sm:  The  Department  authorizes  you  to  send  the  mortar  schooners 
home,  if  you  are  not  in  need  of  them. 
Let  them  go  in  to  Boston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QlDBON   WeU-BS. 

Re&r-Admiral  D.  G.  Farbaout. 


Report  of  Commander  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Hatteras,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  brig  Josephine,  ana  requesting 
opinion  regarding  the  Hchooner  George  Washington. 

V.  S.  S.  Hattekas, 
Bloelcading  BertincJc  Bay,  August  14,  1862, 

Sib:  Meeting  the  U.  S.  S.  Kensington  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
sending  montmy  returns  and  rf^portnig  tlu'  capture  of  tne  rebel  Ti rig 
Josephine,  on  tbe  28th  of  lust  montb,  with  322  oales  of  cotton,  out  of 
the  bayous  near  Berwick,  where  she  has  been  \y\Xi%  waiting  an  opixir- 
tunity  to  escape  ever  since  your  souadron  went  past  the  lower  forts 
on  the  Mississippi.  I  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  one  of  my 
masters  and  a  prize  crew,  and  transmitted  a  report  with  duplicat* 
papers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Since  then  I  have  overhauled  a 
schooner  called  the  George  Washington  (but  no  name  painted)  in  a 
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bayou  leading  into  I^e  Calcasieu,  wluch  has  a  regular  Ucenfie  and 
clearance  from  our  provost-marshni  at  New  Orleans  to  get  a  load  of 
coilon  and  "return.  '  but  the  people  about  told  me  tliat  when  she  got 
her  cargo  from  the  interior  the  captain  intrf^ndcd  to  take  her  to  Hav- 
ana. »Sho  was  not  worth  taking  without  this  cargo,  and  it  is  for  you 
to  judge  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  1  should  have  been  juati- 
fica  in  taking  her  with  it. 

The  steamer  Indian  ATo.  2,  previously  reported,  I  since  learn  did  not 
return  to  New  Orleans,  and  may  now  be  doing  dutj'  for  the  rebels. 
This  veasel,  you  will  recoUect,  had  a  pass  from  General  Butler,  and  you 
see  how  little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  these  people.  1  have  yet 
a  portion  nt  lier  cargo  on  board. 

I  shall  soon  be  sliort  of  coal  and  provisions,  and,  if  not  otherwise 
ordered,  shall  nm  into  the  Mi.saissippi  for  a  supply.  My  condenser 
also  will  require  repair. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  ^.  Emmons, 

Commander. 

Flag-Oflicer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  IHvieion,  Gvlj  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Roe,  U.  8.  Navv,  commandina  U.  S.  S.  Katahdin^ 
requt^ting  the  removal  o/  Ute  sicJc  from  mai  vtssel. 

U.  S.  GlTXBOAT  Katahdin, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  15,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  down  to  you  six  invalids  who  are  recommended  by  the 
surgeon  of  tliis  vessel  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Pilot  Town.  These 
men  are  not  improving  here,  and  the  constant  state  of  alarm  on  all  the 
boats  only  (ends  to  keep  them  worse.  liesidcvS,  in  the  event  of  a 
severe?  conflict,  they  might  not  be  perfectly  safe  in  the  wharf  boat,  and 
1  have  so  many  ill  on  board  that  I  can  not  receive  them.  The  enemy 
having  sent  in  word  by  a  flag  of  tnice  that ' '  no  quarter  would  be  given 
or  taken,"  I  deem  it  imperative  to  remove  my  sick  to  a  place  where 
they  will  be  safe. 

Accounts  and  descriptive  lists  are  sent  herewith. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecttuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
lAeufenani,  Commanding. 
Captain  Henry  W.Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans^  La. 


Report  of  Flag-Offieer  Farragui,  U.  S.  Navif^  caJHng  attentian  to  the  need 
of  fresh  provisions  in  ike  squadron. 

No.  173.]  U.  S.  Fi^r.sinr  Hartford, 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  A^xgust  Jo,  1868, 

Sir:  I  respectfully  reauest  that  all  supplies,  et-c.,  for  this  squadron 
be  sent  to  Pensacola  ana  one  other  port. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Denartment  to  constant  com- 
plaints made  by  the  officers  of  this  squaclron,  commanding  at  Bara- 
taria  and  points  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  of  the  failure  of  tlie  supply 
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vessels  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticui  to  communicate  and  supply  them 

with  fresh  provisions.     Two  of  ray  vessels  have  already  ooen  sent 

home  with  scurvy,  arising  from  want  of  fresh  provisions.     I  hope  the 

-Department  will  direct  the  commanders  of  suppJy  vessels  to  furnish 

ay  vesseJs  on  the  coa^tt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabbaout, 
Rear-Admrral,  Commanding  Wesiem  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahin^ton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Farragui,  V.  S.  Navy,  gi^nn^  the  reanon  for  disre- 
garding the  DejHirtmenCs  order  relaHve  to  reception  of  persons  un/A- 
out  their  accounts. 

No.  174.]  Fi-AQsmp  Hartford, 

South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  Rirer,  August  15,  1863. 
Sir:   T  have  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  call  up<m 
the  commanders  of  trBnsp4>rts  to  neglect  your  order  concerning  the 
nonrcreption  of  persons  without  their  accoimts. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  pursue  this  course,  as  there  are  many  men 
whose  accounts  can  not  be  obtuined  readily  that  the  surgeons  repre- 
sent to  me  would  die  shoxild  they  not  be  sent  North.  In  one  case  par- 
ticularly a  Mian  from  the  Vaniva,  who.sc  acconnt^^  were  at  the  bottom 
of  tliis  river,  died  simply  from  the  fact  of  his  being  obliged  to  remain 
here,  the  commander  of  the  transport  having  refused  to  receive  him 
without  his  accounts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farr.\out, 
Rear- Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  (htlf  Hlockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai*y,  Washington,  D  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Ofjicer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nai^j,  requesting  the  Department's 
mews  regarding  the  supremacy  of  his  command. 

No.  175.]  Flagship  Hartford. 

SottthWest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  August  15,  IS6B. 
Sib:  I  wish  to  know  tlie  views  of  the  Department  as  to  the  gimboats 
which  were  sent  out  here  as  part  of  Commander  O.  D.  Porter's  com- 
mand, vix,  the  Harriet  Lane,  Westfield,  Clifton,  Ousisco,  and  Jackson. 
Am  I  to  consider  them  as  a  separate  command  under  Commander 
Renshaw,  or  as  a  part  of  my  command  ?  There  appears  to  he  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  this  point.  For  instance,  Commander  Kenshaw 
onaidcred  that  he  was  charged  with  the  whole  arrangement  of  those 
_  reesels,  and  appointed  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  rUohert]  Townsend, 
as  commander  of  the  Miami  when  I  was  up  the  Mississippi  instead  of 
referring  the  matter  to  Captain  Morris  or  waiting  my  arrival. 

I  only  wish  to  know  the  views  of  the  Department  before  I  begin  my 
operations  at  Mpbyp,     Coifijnandei  j^^nyhAw  has  always  been  prompt 
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to  execute  all  my  orders,  but  some  of  the  other  officers  have  had  a 
ditBculty  with  siibordinati?  officers  of  my  command.  Captain  Eagle 
reports  Lieutenant  Commanding  Guest  for  a  positive  disooedience  of 
Ilia  orders,  and  I  know  that  some  of  lliem  enturlain  the  idea  that  their 
command  is  distinct.  I  would  therefore  like  to  know  the  views  of  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scrrant, 

D.  G.  KARRAorr, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Qvlf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtony  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Offieer  Farragut,   V .  S.  Navy,  to  lAeuienant  RusseU, 
U,  S.  Navy,  comraanding  V.  S,  S.  Kennebec, 

Flagship  Habtford, 
Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  August  Jo,  iS62. 
As  soon  as  you  havt»  finished  coaling  yoii  will  proceed  with  the 
eel  under  your  command  to  Mobile  Bay,  and  upon  your  arrival 
there  report  to  Commander  Hitchcock  or  the  semor  naval  officer 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragitt, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comnianding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jno.  H.  Russell, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Kennebec. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Fnrragut,  U.  8.  Navif,  to  Commander  Walker, 
U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.. 

Flagship  HARTi-xiRD, 
G^df  of  Mexico,  Aiigust  16,  1862. 

Sir;  Your  dispatohe*  were  duly  received  by  tlie  Kensington,  and  I 
am  glad  to  find  that  vour  crow  are  not  so  mtich  affected  witli  stiurvy 
as  you  at  first  anticipated.  I  will  see  that  the  supply  vessels  run 
down  to  you  and  deliver  vegetables.  The  season  is  su  far  advanced 
now  that  visiting  almost  any  port  in  the  Gulf  would  ho  attended  with 
risk  of  fever,  b>it  a^  soon  as  I  can  spare  the  vc.s.sels  I  will  let  them  go, 
one  at  a  time,  to  some  port  to  recuperate  their  crews. 

I  regret  to  see  that  there  is  no  vessel  at  Brazos  Kiver,  San  Luis  Pass, 
or  Matagorda  Bav.  I  fear  that  there  are  not  near  enough  vessels  to 
make  the  blockade  efficient,  but  you  will  have  to  go  down  to  the  Rio 
Grande  and  Brazos  Santiago,  where  there  has  not  oeen  a  vessel  sine© 
the  Montgomery  left.  In  fact,  1  have  not  had  the  vessel  or  a  com- 
mander to  do  the  duty.  It  is  a  ver>'  delicate  one  and  requires  an 
officer  of  tact  and  experience  to  keep  from  difficulty  with  the  foreign 
powers,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  munitions 
of  war  and  contraband  articles.  In  fact  [it]  is  almost  impossible,  as 
MatamoraJi  can  pa^s  them  over  until  we  have  a  light-draft  vetjsel  t<} 
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run  inside  the  river,  and  that  would  be  attended  with  more  hazard 
than  profit. 

As  fast  AS  vessols  arrive  tliat  can  be  of  use  to  you  on  the  coast  of 
Texas  I  will  jicnd  Ihein  down. 

As  to  the  rppnirs  on  ynur  vessel,  they  will  have  to  await  the  fall  of 
Mobile  or  the  arrival  of  some  vessel  i(»  take  your  p]a<.'(',  wben  you  can 
be  allowed  tii  coiiie  to  Peiisacula.  to  which  place  1  nni  about  to  move 
the  squadron  as  our  future  depot.  But  you  must  do  the  best  vou  can 
until  I  can  linvc  a  little  chance  to  look  after  tbe  vessels  in  the  Gulf. 
My  absence  5UU  miles  up  the  Mississippi  has  caused  me  to  aeylect  my 
oiit^de  duties  verj'  much,  alt  bough  I  nave  done  my  best  not  to. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  G.    F.MIRAOITT, 

Hmr-AdrmTn},  Commanding  Went  Chiif  Blockading  Sgnndr&n-. 

Commander  W.  M.  Walker. 

ComTnanding  U.  8.  S.  De  Soto. 
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Uno^cial  hitfr  from  Lienleuant-i^ommandfr  Ransom,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
Lieutenant  Prtble,  U .  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Bat<m  Houge. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Klneo, 
BaUm  Bovge,  La.,  August  16,  1862. 

Dear  Pkeble:  I  tliaiik  you  for  your  verj'  kind  letter  of  the  13th 
instant.  1  delivered  your  message  to  Roe  about  your  mail,  and  I 
presiiitie  he  has  given  it  liis  attention.  The  rebels  are  about  4  miles 
distant  in  a  considerable  force,  said  to  be  lfi,0(K),  and  we  have  been 
expecliiig  an  attack  hourly,  somewhat  impatiently,  since  yesterday 
morning.  We  have  the  old  Mississippi  here,  you  know,  on  the  left 
Hank,  with  the  Exsrr,  the  ItuAcn,  Kineo,  and  katahdin  on  the  right 
flank.  We  are  well  prepanxl  now.  We  believe  we  can  protect  our 
little  army  here  against  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring. 

The  Surnttr  went  up  to  Bayou  Sara  two  days  ago,  and  a  report  came 
to  us  yesterday  that  she  was  aground.  A  steamer  (the  Cert's)  was 
sent  to  her  a-ssistance,  but  returned  last  night  with  the  Sumter'a  offi- 
cers and  crew,  the  vessel  having  been  abantloned- 

The  Itasca  was  sent  up  immediately-,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres. 

Tiiey  will  endeavor  to  save  her.  if  possible,  or  otherwise  they  will 
bun*  her.     1  wftuld  write  you  a  long  letter  if  I  bad  time. 

I  must  burn,*  ashore  now  to  get  this  oflf  by  a  steamer  just  about  to 
leave  for  New  Orleans.  I  like  your  suggestion  ret^arding  the  .'^2- 
nouuders  on  board  the  Feariwt.  1  wUl  profit  by  it  if  I  have  a  chance. 
Flease  sign  the  enclosed  certificate  and  forward  it  to  Mr.  Diman. 
Bristol,  R.  I.  1  received  a  letter  from  aiy  wife  to  the  let  instant;  all 
well.  Roe  tells  me  there  is  nothing  for  you  in  your  mail  here.  Let 
me  hear  from  vou  again.  1  will  writ**  morn,  and  more  satislactorily, 
I  hope,  next  tune.  The  intrenclinients  arc  nearly  completed  and  all 
the  grounds  embraced  within  the  lines  have  assumed  the  shape  ol  a 
reguTai*  fortress. 

Ill  haste,  your  friend, 

Ransom. 
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Report  of  Acting  VolunUer  Lieuienant  KUtredge,  U>  S.  Navy,  com- ' 
Tnaridin^  forces  in  Aransas  Bay,  regarding  an  atttick  upon  ConjederaU 
batUry  tn  Corpus  Chrieti  Bay,  August  IS,  186i, 

V.  S.  Yacht  Cortpheub, 
Off  Aranitas,  Tex.,  August  SO,  1862, 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Monday,  August  18,  1862^ 
off  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.»  cot  underway  and  took  position  for  attacking 
the  enemy's  batt-ery.  Landed  the  *12-pounder  rifled  howitzer  from 
sloop  Beltt  Italia,  with  a  party  of  30  men,  under  command  of  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Alfred  H.  Ilej-nolds,  with  a  view  of  getting  in  position 
to  take  tlie  enemy's  battery.  Placed  schooner  linmleer,  Master's 
Mate  William  Barlter  in  command,  in  poRition  to  support  the  shore 
party  and  pour  shrapnel  and  canister  from  his  24-pouQder  howitzer 
into  any  force  charging  them. 

Mr.  Reynolds  advanced  to  musket  range  and  opened  upon  the  bat^ 
tery  with  shell,  the  Sachm\  lirinj;  shell  from  her  32-pounaer8  and  the 
yacht  throwing  shell  with  [iercussion  plungers  (rora  her  Parrott  pun, , 
Doth  vessels  delivering  their  fire  with  excellent  effect.  The  Sachr.m  ' 
advanced  to  within  musket  range.  At  this  time  the  enemy  de(>loyed 
to  the  right  of  our  forces  on  land  1  GO  infantry,  evidently  witt  the  inten- 
tion of  nankins  them;  but  Mr.  Barker,  with  the  schooner  Reindeer. 
stood  in  toward  them  and  opened  lire  upon  them  with  such  marked 
effect  that,  together  with  grape  from  the  Sachem's  32s  and  the  yacht's  j 
fire,  their  advance  was  checked  and  they  began  to  scatter.  Up  to  this 
time  Mr.  Re3'nolds  had  maintained  his  ground  boldly,  firing  iiis  gun 
dchberately  and  with  precision,  but  suddenly  250  to  300  cavalry 
charged  down  upon  him  and  for  a  moment  their  capture  seemed  immi- 
nent. The  yacht  wa^  immediately  run  down  toward  them  witliin 
short  range,  and  the  Sachem  also,  and  the  fire  of  both  vessels  directed 
at  the  cavalry.  The  schooner  Reiitdfe.r  poured  shrapnel  and  canister 
into  their  ranks,  and  after  an  advance  uf  about  400  yards  from  the 
battery  they  wavered  under  the  scathing  storm  of  iron  and  were 
repulsed  with  evidently  considerable  loss,  many  being  seen  to  fall, 
and  retreated  to  the  shelter  of  the  town. 

I  have  omitt«d  to  state  that  the  enemy's  battery  was  silenced  pre- 
vious to  their  infantry  and  cavaln^'  charges.  Our  laud  foa*e  was 
withdrawn  (after  their  charge  upon  it  and  the  enemy's  repulse),  as 
they  had  expended  all  their  auimmiition.  Our  whole  force,  including 
officers,  was  about  100  men.  We  had  some  S  or  10  sick,  who  wen^put 
on  board  the  prize  schooner  Breaker  and  anchored  out  of  range.  The 
enemy's  force  could  not  have  been  less  than  250  infantry  and  artillery 
engaged,  and  300  cavalry,  and  they  doubtless  have  more  troops  in 
reeervc. 

Not  possesamg  the  means  to  hold  the  town  against  so  large  a  force, 
and  having  obst^rved  that  the  cavalry  emereed  from  the  to\\ni  and 
retreated  to  its  shelter,  I  determined  to  shell  iTiem  out  of  it,  and  threw 
(from  both  the  Sachem  and  this  vessel)  shell  into  such  poi'tions  of  the 
town  as  they  seemed  to  occupy,  drivmg  them  back  ti)  the  plains.  I 
then  withdrew  all  the  vessels  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

The  casualties  for  this  day's  engagement,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  but 
one — John  Allen,  landsman,  on  schooner  Reindeer,  slightly 'wounded 
in  the  thigh  by  a  musket  ball.  ' 
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The  Snchem.  received  four  sliots  in  hull  and  upper  works,  and  several 
in  rigging,  smokestack,  etc.,  having  been  the  most  prominent  target 
for  the  enemv's  Gre.  The  vachl  received  two  shots  tnrough  her  mam- 
sail  to-day. 

Considering  that  the  enemy  were  behind  a  battery  of  earthworks 
and  completely  sheltered,  I  consider  we  liave  escaped  with  trifling 
injury,  and  the  moment  we  drew  them  from  their  cover  they  were 
made  to  bite  the  dust. 

1  can  not  omit  tu  mention  the  cool  and  determined  manner  in  which 
Acting  Master  Amos  Johnson,  in  command  uf  the  Sachem,  fought  his 
vessel  while  imine<liately  luider  tlie  enemy's  fire,  and  the  courage  and 
zeal  with  which  he  encaged  tlio  enemy.  His  conduct  tliroughout  was 
such  as  I  can  cheerfully  recommend  to  your  notice, 

Mr.  Bai'ker's  gallant  support  of  the  shore  party  and  his  vigorous 
and  rapid  discbarges  of  shrapnel  and  canister  into  the  enemy's  ranks 
(when  exposed  to  a  shower  ot  musketry)  mainly  prevented  the  cap- 
ture of  the  l2-poun(h'r  howitzer  l>y  an  overwhelming  force. 

Mr.  Bellows,  niast-er's  mate  of  the  Arthur,  in  charge  of  the  Cory^ 
phf-us.  hanflled  the  vessel  uith  judgment  and  promptness,  frequently 
pointing  and  tiring  the  gun  with  'as  much  coolness  as  though  ne  was 
practicmg  at  a  target.  In  short,  both  officers  and  men  met  my  expec- 
tations fully  and  fougiit  welt  and  nobly. 

As  we  have  nin  sliort  of  ammunition  and  projectiles  for  the  32s  and 
30-j>ounder  rifled  gun,  the  fleet  have  now  ancbure<J  in  Aransas  Bay  to 
wait  the  return  o!  the  Arthur  from  New  Orleans,  where  she  has  gone, 
in  charge  of  Executive  Officer  fV\'.  O.]  Lundt ,  to  carry  prize  cotton  and 
to  ulituin  stores,  before  engaging  in  any  further  demons trationa. 
Hoping  my  operations  here  wiU  meet  your  ttp]>roval, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  \V.  KrrTRHDOB, 
lAeut.,  C&rndg.  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur  and  Forces  inAra^-sas  Bay. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


/rwirttch'orw  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Na-inf  to  Flay-Ojjicer  Farragui, 
V.  S.  Nat^,  ffiviny  plan  of  operations  and  promiae  of  reinforcement. 

Navy  Departmext,  Au^at  19,  t862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7lh  instant  and  congratulate 
you  and  the  ofiicers  and  men  under  your  conunand  on  tlio  destruction 
of  the  ram  Arlcanxas. 

Although  this  formidable  vessel  has  been  destroyed,  it  is  still  impor- 
tant that  an  adcmiato  naval  force  shonid  be  maintained  in  the  Ijower 
Miiisissippi,  especially  at  New  Orleans.  That  city  must  be  held  and 
our  small  army  ll)ere  must  receive  all  necessary'  support  from  the 
Na^T-  These  are  objects  of  more  importance  than  any  other  which 
may  be  at  preaeut  in  view  in  that  quarl-cr.  The  unsettled  state  of 
affairs  on  the  Mississippi,  the  want  of  a  sufficient  mihtary  force  to 
make  all  secure,  ami  the  ()rescnt  condition  of  your  vesst^ls,  do  not  seem 
to  admit  of  the  expediency  of  attempting  the  concentration  of  an 
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a(lu(|Uftte  fore*  ftt.  Mobile  for  the  reduction  of  that  placo.  Under  theos^ 
circumstancCvS.  and  in  the  absence  of  troops  io  cooporatp  or  hold  the 
place  if  raptured,  it  is  no  doubt  best  to  defer  for  the  present  any  inten- 
tion you  nmv  iiave  entertained  of  surli  a  project,  and  instead  thereof 
to  dispose  of  uur  available  force  at  advunta^reous  points.  Tlio  safety 
of  New  Orleans  must  be  placed  beyond  doubt.  Tnere  are  indications 
of  the  preparation  in  Red  River  by  tlie  enemy  of  gunboats,  and  it 
would  be  well  to  fruard  tiie  nioutli  of  that  river. 

More  attention  should  be  ^ven  to  the  coast  of  Texas  than  has  been 
in  your  power  to  render  whilst  conducting  important  operations  on 
the  Mississippi.  An  niaph'  force  .sliould  be  stationed  off  Mobile  to 
repel  any  attacks  frotii  the  etierny's  ve.-vsels  in  that  *|uarter  and  to 
maintain  an  efficient  uiid  stringent  blockade. 

The  Department  will  endeavor  to  send  you  more  vessels  and  to 
place  at  your  command  a  sufficient  force  to  continue  the  prosecution 
of  the  good  works  already  accomplished. 

The  new  steam  sloon  Ifounaioniv,  Captain  William  R.  Taylor,  will 
sail  from  Boston  shortly  to  join  your  squadron. 

The  course  of  events  on  the  ^  ork  peninsuhi  and  before  Richmond 
has  very  much  deninj;cd  our  j'jhxns  and  diverted  from  the  blockade  a 
considerable  force  destined  for  blockade  duty.  Many  of  the  vessels 
whicli  have  been  locked  up  in  James  River  will,  it  is  anticipated,  be 
soon  released,  when  you  will  be  reinforced  and  enabled  to  discharge 
more  effectuall)'  the  blockade  of  the  whole  coast  committed  to  your 
charge. 

Your  great  distance  from,  and  the  necessity  of  sometimes  acting 

without  Dcing  able  to  communicate  with  the  Department,  arc  fully 

appreciated,  atui  I  have  entire  confidence  that  in  such  emergenciM 

your  decision  will  he  wise,  energetic,  and  correct. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

Gideon  Weli-ks. 

Rcw-Admiral  D.  G.  Farra«ut, 

Comtlg.  West  Gvlj  Hlockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  FJag-Officer  Farragui,  U.  S.  AWu,  to  Lieutenant  McDermut, 
U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  stoop  Preble,  to  proceed  to  I'enmcola. 

Flaosiiip  Hahtford, 
Mobiie  Baij,  August  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  in  the  yessel  under  your  command  to  Pensa- 
cola,  Fla.,  reportmg  to  uie  on  your  arrival  tliere. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

D.  G.  Kakkaoitt, 
Renr'Admiral,  Comdg.  Wf^iern  <?u//  Btocknding  Squadron. 

Lieutenant -Commanding  D.  A.  Mrl>i:itMUT, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Ship  PrebU. 
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Order  of  FJag-O/Jicer  Farragut,  V.  S.  Nawf.  to  Ike  commanding  officer  of 

die  U.  S.  hri/f  Bohw. 

Flagship  Haiitkord, 
Off  Mohilf  Rail,  Aufpj.tt  19,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  nrooccu!  down  tho  timsi  i)f  Toxas  and  ivport  your  ves- 
sel to  Commanacr  W.  M.  Walker,  off  Galveston,  for  duty  on  tho 
blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obetlient  servant, 

D.  G.  FABRAorx, 
Rear  Admiral,  Coindg.  Wantem  Gulf  Blockading  Sqtumron. 

COMMANtUXO-OFTICEB    U.  S.  BrIO   BoUlO. 


Jie-pori  of  Fhuj-Officer  Farragui,  U.  S.  Navy,  after  inspection  of  the  Pevr 

meo)a  nmuj  yard. 

FuvosHiP  Hartford, 

Penwicola  A'rtt'V  Yard,  Augitftt  W,  IS6S. 

Sir:  I  liave  to  inform  tho  Bureau  lliat  I  arrived  at  this  ynri]  this 
morning.  I  consider  it  so  much  Hett<'r  for  tlie  ve.^sels  to  have  a  good 
harbor  a<i  the  .season  advances  for  (lieir  repairs,  that  I  determined  to 
look  at  this  yard  and  &eo  what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  faciUtating 
rejMiirs.  etc..  to  the  s<iua(lron. 

I  visited  (he  yard  this  tnorning  with  the  fleet  surgeon  an<i  chief 
engineer.  The  only  liou^e  in  the  yard  suitable  for  the  aocoTnimida' 
tion  of  sick  is  the  old  cliaj>el  and  former  arnuiry,  wliicli  will  h<»ld  about 
fiO  persijns.  It  has  one  or  two  shell  through  the  roof,  but  could  soon 
be  repaired  with  but  little  cost,  as  there  is  plenty  ot  slate.  The  new 
machine  shop  is  in  pretlv  gnod  state  lA  prt^aervation.  It  lias  been 
about  half  slated,  and  there  appcar.s  to  be  lui  abundance  of  slate  to 
finish  it.  and  we  could  then  put  our  macliinerv  in  it  from  Ship  Lslnnd 
at  small  cost.  TheTe  is  a  new  storehouse  about  200  feet  long  that 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  troubled  by  either  party.  The  frame  of 
the  roof  is  on,  and  only  requires  boarding  and  slating  or  shingling. 
With  these,  and  t!ie  house  sent  out  in  the  Holcoinhc,  we  will  be  able  to 
get  along  for  a  while,  if  the  Bureau  will  allow  the  work  above  stated 
to  be  done.  Nearly  all  the  laborers  re(|uisite  are  slaters  or  house 
car[>enterB  to  repair  the  roofs. 

There  is  a  verv  largt*  quantity  of  copper  and  iron  lying  about  in  every 
direction,  which  I  will  endeavor  (when  we  have  a  few  contrabands) 
to  place  in  piles  and  to  take  caro  of.  I  am  landing  large  quantities  of 
coal  and  putting  up  the  hoisting  machine  for  coahnji;  our  ships,  which 
will,  in  the  feeble  state  of  our  crews,  be  a  great  saving  of  lanor. 

I  wouhl  be  glad  to  have  authority  to  make  all  or  any  part  of  these 
repairs.  Otherwise  I  shall  be  compelled  to  continue  the  machinery 
at  Ship  Island  and  keep  our  ves.sels  in  an  onen  roadstead  iastciul  of 
this  ex<ellenl  liarbor,  I  also  wish  the  authority  of  the  Bureau  to 
employ  steadily  about  one  dozen  mechanics  fn)m  New  Orleans  to 
repair  the  ships,  boats,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  Fabkaout, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Oulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  Jos.  SMirn. 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Yard^  and  Docks,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


^ 
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I  Report  of  Floff-OiJicer  Farra^ut.  V .  S.  Navu,  recomnie-nding  (hat  tli«  Pen- 
Bocola  navy  yard  he  used  ae  a  naval  d^pot  for  the  squadron. 

No.  177.]  Flaosiiip  IlARn-xjED, 

Pensacola  Naujf  Yard,  August  SO,  J86S. 

Sre:  As  the  Department  left  it  to  my  discretion  to  select  this  port 
or  Ship  Island  for  tdc  depot  fur  my  sqiuidron,  I  took  a  nm  over  nere 
to  sec  wiiat  was  left  of  the  navy  yard  before  deoidine.  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  coa!  landed.  ii8  it  is  a  jcreat  saving  of  labor,  as  well  as 
enabling  tlie  vcskuIs  to  r-.oal  in  n  smooth  harbor.  At  Ship  Island  it 
occurs  irequendy  that  you  ran  not  take  a  vessel  alongside  for  several 
days  togetiier.  I  therefore  landed  the  hoisting  maclune,  .some  .soft 
coal,  .some  wood,  and  the  frame  house  which  came  out  in  the  Thomas 
Bolcombe  on  the  wharf  at  this  place. 

The  Brooklyn  wiW  haw  to  have  a  t-emporary  repair  of  her  side,  where 
tlie  ram  ran  into  her.  Thp  daniape  Ls  very  greal,  and  verv  little  more 
f^m-e  would  have  simk  her.  I  will  nm  some  sti-akesof  plank  over  it, 
and  she  will  last  out  this  cniisc'  I  Iioim'. 

I  examined  the  yard  all  through  to-day  with  the  fleet  surgeon  and 
chief  engineer.  l\e  old  chapel  an<l  armorj'  wa.s  the  only  building 
that  would  acconmiodate  the  .sick,  and  that  only  about  60.  The  roof 
had  been  penetrated  by  one  or  two  shells,  but  can  be  repaired  at  small 
cost,  as  there  is  plenty  of  slate  iii  the  yard.  The  new  machine  shop  is 
not  uijure<l.  The  slating  was  about  half  fmished  and  has  been  a  little 
broken  since,  but  there  apiiears  to  be  plenty  of  slate  to  finish  it.  The 
new.sloreliou.se  is  unt^^tuched,  and  bein";  left  with  the  rafters  of  the 
roof  on,  now  only  needs  the  boards  and  slate  or  shingles,  as  the  Depart- 
ment may  please. 

The  buildings  will  be  suHicient  for  anj'  purposes,  and  we  could 
remove  our  macbinerj'  irom  Ship  Island  ana  we  would  tlien  have  a 
snue  harbor  for  our  ships. 

It  the  Department  will  allow  me  to  employ  steadily  a  few  mechan- 
icfl  for  the  reimirs  of  our  vessels  we  coula  get  along  admirabi}'  here, 
I  have  not  seen  the  commanding  officer  to  know  what  is  the  danger  of 
an  attack  in  the  rear  by  the  enemy. 

There  is  a  (quantity  of  copper  and  iron  lying  about  in  the  yard, 
which  I  will  get  contrabands  to  pick  up,  and  have  it  taken  care  of. 
The  houses  are  cenerally  total  ruins;  the  walls  so  cracked  (except 
the  marine  barracks  and  stables^  that  they  will  have  to  l>e  taken  down. 
It  is  the  mast  perfect  destruction  or  wilderness  you  CAn  conceive  of. 
I  would  Im*  glad  if  the  Department  would  nWow  the  above  repairs  to 
be  made  for  our  convenience.  1  will  hurry  up  the  repairs  of  the  ves- 
sels and  get  oil  for  Mobile  as  soon  as  j>ossible,  and  this  place  will  be 
Terv  convenient  for  the  di.^bled  ships.  AH  of  which  is  most  respect- 
fulfy  referi-cd  to  the  Department  by 
Yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fauhagitt, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding!  Western  (hdf  Blockdg.  Squadron, 

Hon.  OioKON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhiiiyton,  D.  C. 
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Bepori  o/  FUel  Sttrge&n  FalUy  U.  8.  Navy,  urging  precautions  agaijist 
contagion  from  yeUow  fever. 

FlAGSUIP    HAHTrORD, 

Ptmacola,  Augmt  20,  JS63, 
Sib:  On  the  day  before  vesterday,  at  Ship  Island,  we  fell  in  with  the 
U.  S.  transport  steamer  }iho<I*'  lalantl,  from  Bijston,  via  Key  Weat. 
T  was  informed  by  Captain  Trenrhard,  of  the  Rlunie  lahind,  that  the 
yellow  fever  was  prevailing  at  Key  West  while  the  Rhode  Island  was 
"there;  and  that  the  Son  Jacinto,  the  flagship  of  that  station,  had  gone 
to  a  Northern  port  in  consetmence  of  having  yellow  fever  on  board. 
As  that  disease  now  exists  at  Key  West.  I  would  urgently  recommend 
that  hereafter  the  Conn^.c.ticni  and  Rfunle  Island  .should  not  enter  Key 
West  in  tlieir  passages  to  and  from  iU'is  fleet,  and  tliat  the  Rlutae 
Ifiland,  during  her  present  voyage,  should  not  proi^eed  to  Xew  Orleans, 
lest  she  should  convey  the'disease  to  tliat  city  and  to  the  army. 

When  we  saw  the  Rhode  Island  she  did  not  have  a  case  of  fever  on 
board,  but  Mr.  [William  H.]  Gamble,  third  assistant  engineer,  who 
came  passenger  in  her,  and  was  transferred  to  tliLs  .ship,  has  to-day 
been  seized  with  violent  fever,  which  I  shall  carefully  watch,  and  hope 
it  will  not  prove  to  be  a  case  of  the  disease  referred  to.  Knowing  this 
disease  well,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  guard  in  ex'ery  possible  way  against 
its  propagation  in  the  fleet  and  army,  and  urgently  recommeua  com- 
plete nomntercourse  with  Key  West  and  infected  vessels. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob€<lient  servant. 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

Fket  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Division  Oxdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Oflicer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  preparations  for 

operating  against  Mobile,  and  regretting  the  proposed  withdrawal  of 

General  Butler  from  Baton  Rouge. 

Flaoship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  August  ^t,  18G^. 

Sm:  I  am  now  collecting  my  forces  and  preparing  the  vessels  as  fast 
as  I  can  for  operations  against  Mobile,  but  I  find  my  force  is  small. 
Neither  the  ficarsarge  nor  Adirondack  (vcwseLs  I  have  expect-cMl  for 
months)  have  arrived  yet,  nor  do  I  hear  of  them. 

I  have  been  compelled,  as  1  have  informed  the  Department,  to  leave 
in  the  Missisiiippi  Kiver  three  ships  and  three  gunboats,  also  one  gun- 
boat, the  Xew  London,  and  her  tender  in  Luke  Puntcliartraiu  for  the 
protection  of  trrneral  Butler's  rear  <»n  Puss  Mnncliac. 

I  received  yesterday  by  Captain  Palmer,  n  lettei-*  fnim  Commodore 
Morris,  informing  me  tliat  General  Butler  was  about  to  evacuate 
Baton  Rouge,  which  I  regret  very  much,  as  I  think  it  will  weaken  our 
cause  both  with  friend  and  foe.  Commodore  Morris  informs  me  in  the 
same  letter  that  the  gunboat  Svrnter,  belonging  to  the  upper  fleet,  ran 
on  shore  and  was  abandoned  by  her  commander  and  numod  by  the 
rebels.  If  such  are  the  facts,  the  commander.  I  hope,  will  be  brought 
before  a  court.  As  he  beh)ngs  to  Flag-()fGcor  Davis's  command  I  do 
not  consider  it  my  province  to  arraign  him,  but  iiis  conduct  on  a 
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former  occasion  did  not  please  me,  and  I  am  therefore  rather  pre- 
disposed to  jud^e  liini  harshly,  but  I  can  not  conceive  a  case  where 
that  vessel  could  not  have  been  hold,  anywhere  in  the  Mississippi, 
except  iin<lpr  the  f^iiis  of  n  batter>',  until  assistance  could  havt^  been 
sent  t«  him.  Depond  upr)n  it.  sir,  that  tliLs  feelinjj  of  Liniidilv  or 
pnidcnce.  as  they  are  phrased  to  term  it,  must  he  suppressed,  t  tr»- 
my  best  to  do  it,  and  had  I  the  power  would  punish  it  oy  court-mart iaJ 
or  court  of  enquiry,  as  the  case  mi^ht  re<pure. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Department  by 
Your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  Fariiaout. 
Reftr- Admiral,  Comdg.  Western  (hdj  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gii>EoN  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  thf  Navy^  WaskingUfn,  D,  C. 


Report  of  LieuUnant  Roe,  IT.  S.  jVari/.  commandintf  U.  S.  S.  Katahdin, 
regarding  the  withdrawal  oj  United  <^fatf a  forces  Jrom.  Batvn  Rwige. 

U.  S.  GrNBOAT  Katahdin, 

Off  New  Orleam,  August  2S,  1 862. 
Sir:  Tt  having  heen  derided  to  evacuate  Baton  Kouf^c  on  the  2Ist, 
every  preparation  was  made  to  cndmrk  our  troops  on  that  day,  when 
the  enrmy  made  a  reconnoirtsance  and  drove  in  our  pickets. 

The  signal  was  ^iven  by  Colunel  111.  K.]  Paine  that  he  was  attacked: 
and  the  Katahdin,  in  conjunction  with  the  Kintu  and  Itasca,  on  the 
right  Hank,  opened  fire  and  drove  back  the  enemy.  Tliis  eiiable<l  our 
troops  to  embark  without  molestation,  and  the  Katahdht  took  the  posi- 
tion assi^od  iier  in  the  convoy  of  the  troops.  We  left  Baton  Kouge 
at  2  p.  m.  on  the  21sl  instant,  and  arrived  safeh'  at  this  place  at  8  a.  m. 
on  the  22d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  KoE, 
lAenteTmni  Comvinndifig. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakra(U'T, 

Comm/inding  Wtst  G-uij  /ilockading  Sqiuidron,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Order  oj  Flag-Offiecr  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Comnifxlore  MottU,  V.  8, 
Navy,  expressing  regret  at  th'  ahanionment  oj  Baton  Rouge. 

Fl.\gship  IIarth^rd, 
Pensacola  Nax*ij  Yard,  Au^M  ^S,  f862. 

Dear  Cf)MMOi>onE:  I  send  the  Tennessee  around  with  the  mails. 
On  her  way  hack  let  her  hrcak  up  the  establishment  at  Pilot  Town, 
leaving  the  articles  belonging  to  the  .squadron  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jones, 
tho  (rovernment  pilot  and  superintemlent  of  the  light-house,  but 
under  the  supervision  of  Cantuin  Huggina.  Lot  her  bring  Dr.  Bui^ 
bauie,  Lieuti'uanl  TLIton,  and  the  murineii  to  this  place. 

The  air  here  is  delightful,  and  our  men  are  mending  rapidly.  There 
are  no  conveniences  at  the  yard  for  ihem  yet,  but  T  am  trying  to  make 
thcin.  Take  out  of  the  Tenneast'e.  all  that  you  want,  us  t  have  every- 
thing at  vShip  Island. 

I  sincerely  regret  the  abandonment  of  Baton  Houge  by  the  general, 
but  you  must  keep  the  gunboats  up  there,  and  one  or  more  of  them 
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must  accompany  the  Essex,  or  the  next  tiling  we  hear  of  will  bo  that 
abe  m  uii  shurc  uiid  cun  not  bo  Kitten  oIT,  etc.,  altbuugli  T  do  [not] 
jeheve  Purler  winiUi  (ihandon  her,  as  was  done  in  the  cast'  of  the 
Sumttr,  but  I  Impc  I  do  not  fullv  undei-stand  the  case  yet. 

The  Navy  can  hold  Baton  Ilougo  and  keep  theni  from  erecting 
baiierio.-*.  etc.  I  tliiiik  I  will  send  you  tlie  Albatross,  aa  she  is  not  fit 
for  ouU-jide  work. 

Query  iir>t.   Is  llit*  Miami  off? 
Querj-  sofond.  When  will  the  (Hijion  be  offi 
Querv  third.  When  will  the  Sciota  be  off? 
Vcr}-  rwip<«tfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraqct, 
Ri'ar-Admiraf,  Comd^.  Western  Qvij  Blockaditig  S<fiiadron. 

Commodurc  IIenkv  W.  Morris, 

Commandin//  V .  5.  Naval  Forces.  Mississippi  Hiver. 


[Tolegnun-I 

Baltimore,  Au^usf  24,  1S63. 

(Receivwl  3:40  p.  m.) 

A  letter  from  my  son,  Hated  steamer  Harijnrd,  [Xew]  Oriean.s,  14th, 
says  we  shiI  in  few  inunit'ntu  for  Pensiicula. 

Remains  Wainwright  sent  nn  home  on  Ml/imi.  Rumor  this  morn- 
ing rebels  again  appeared  before  Baton  Rouge.  If  defeated,  town  will 
be  destroyed 

C.  C.  FrtTON. 

Captain  Fox. 

Position  of  vessels  off  Mobile,  Ah. 

V.  S.  S.  SrSQCEHASNA, 

Off  MnbiU.  August  M,  1862. 

The  foilowins  is  substituted  for  the  arrangement  of  the  20th  in 
relation  to  the  position  of  vessels; 

Xo.  1,  on  a  N.  E.  or  N.  K.  \  K.  line  of  bearing  from  the  present 
anehorage  of  the  SusqufhanTtft:  well  in  with  the  shore. 

Xo.  2,  on  the  same  line  of  bearing  ofle-third  from  No.  1,  to  the 
Susquehanna. 

>io.  3,  on  the  same  line  of  hearing  midway  between  No.  2  and 
Stisattehannn. 

No.  4,  on  a  W.  N.  W.  line  of  hearing  from  tlie  present  anehorage; 
Fort  Moi-gan  bearing  N.  E.  A  N. 

No.  5,  off  Petit  Bois  Island. 

No.  1  will  1h?  underway  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  and  remain  near  her  sta- 
tion unii!  bnmd  daylight,  and  then  run  lo  the  southward  and  east- 
ward .some  20  or  ^-'i  miles.  luid  return  to  the  anehorage  otf  Mobile  Bar. 

Xo.  2  will  remain  at  anchor. 

No.  3  will  remain  at  anchor,  hoist  the  guard  (tag,  and  act  as  guard- 
ship  for  the  day- 
No.  4  remains  at  her  anchorage. 

No.  5  remains  off  Petit  Bois.  and  will  take  charge  of  Horn  Island 
Pass  and  Petit  Bois  [Island)  Pass. 

R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Senior  Officer  Present, 
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Ord^r  of  Flag-Officer  Farra^U,  U.  8,  Nmyy,  to  Commander  French, 
U.  8.  Xaifj/,  commandin*i  U .  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  'proceed  to  blockade 
Rio  Grande  and  port  of  Brazos  Santiago. 

Flaoship  Hartford, 
Penttacola  Bay,  Augujit  26,  ISSS. 

Sir:  You  will  land  your  VITT-incli  ^mu  at  tJie  navy  yard,  fill  up 
your  coal,  water,  and  provisions,  and  prm'oed  to  tlie  coast  of  Texas 
m  order  to  blockade  the  river  Rio  Grande  and  port  of  Brazos 
Santiago. 

Your  duty  will  be  of  a  most  delicate  character.  You  will  be 
expected  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  munitions  of  war  into  our 
country  through  that  river  and  tin'  exit  of  cotton  from  Texas,  and 
yet  you  will  have  to  execute  that  duty  with  great  delicacy  toward 
neutrals,  who  claim  the  right  to  trade  with  Matamoras,  which  we  do 
not  wish  to  interfere  with  when  it  is  legitimately  carried  on:  but  they 
have  so  frequently  used  the  neutral  flag  to  violate  the  blockade  by 
introducing  munitions  of  war  that  we  are  fairly  at  liberty  to  suspect 
thei!i  whenever  found  under  circumstances  of  the  slightest  suspicion. 

Recently  a  vessel  was  found  with  a  cargo  of  fish  from  St.  Jolm, 
New  Brunswickp  or  one  of  the  British  provmces.  While  landing  hor 
cargo  it  was  discovered  the  supposed  fisli  barrels  contained  muni- 
tions of  war.  The  vessel  was  at  the  time  lying  on  the  Texas  side  of 
river's  mouth,  unloading  her  cai^,  tfnd  was  seized  and  sent  in  for 
adjudication. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  copies  of  the  orders  sent  Captain  Hunter, 
who,  like  his  predecessor.  Captain  Swartwout,  performed  his  duties 
at  that  place  (Rio  Grande)  with  great  judgment,  avoiding  as  much 
as  possible  the  difiiculties  with  foreign  oflicei-s  and  3'et  carrying  out 
their  instructions  and  preventing  the  introduction,  to  a  great  extent, 
of  contraband  articles.  Should  you  find  Captain  Walker  in  the  De 
Soto  at  the  Rio  Grande  you  will  relieve  him,  that  he  may  rettim  to 
his  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Western  Gtdf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Hexrt  French, 

Commandi'ng  V.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


Report  of  Flag-Offipfr  Farraaui,  U.  S,  Nai^y,  regarding  the  assi^meni 
of  ike  Albatross  to  blockade  duty  off  the  moutK  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Flagsiiii*  Haut>t>rd, 
Pensacola  Bay,  Augrtsi-  26,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Albatross  report-ed  for  duty  on  the  23d  instant.  She 
arrived  at  a  time  when  a  vessel  was  very  much  wanted  down  the  coast, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where  I  am  about  to  send  her  for 
the  puri>ose  of  blockading  that  river  and  the  port  of  Brazos  Santiago. 
Commander  French  was  the  first  suitable  officer  I  have  had  to  send 
whose  vessel  could  be  spare<l. 

The  Albatross  having  no  condenser  will  compel  me  to  relieve  her  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  it  would  take  half  her  time  to  fill  up  her  water. 
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As  wat#r  condfinsors  can  be  fumished  at  small  ftxponse,  I  beg  ot 
the  Denartmoiu  to  put  them  in  all  vessels  intended  for  this  squadron. 
We  havo  many  ports  on  the  coaststill  unbiockaded,  and  1  have  no 
vessels  to  send  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAnnAOUT, 
Hear-Admirtil,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wku.es, 

Secretarnf  oj  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rrport  of  Acfinff  Volun/fer  Lifutinant  KUtredge,  U.  S.  Nmy,  rom- 
juanding  U.  ^.  bark  Arthur,  rrgardin/f  the  caj^irf  of  schooner  Water 
Witch,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  August  2S,  1862. 

U,  S.  Yacht  Corvpbecs, 
Tender  to  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur, 
Aranmit  Bay.  Tex.,  Auffust  36,  1862. 
Sm:  T  have  tbn  honor  to  report  tliat  at  dusk  Satunlay,  Aujjust  23, 
a  sail  wivs  reported  outside  tbo  bar,  standing  in  toward  land  and 
showing  signal  for  a  pilot.  As  it  was  blowing  fresh  at  the  time,  and 
having  no  vessel  lit  to  go  outside  but  the  vaebt,  I  deemed  it  too  haz- 
ardous to  run  her  out  over  the  bar  in  the  night.  I  sent  two  men 
ashore  on  St.  Joseph  Island  with  two  lamps,  to  be  waved  on  the 
beacli  (tills  being  the  signal  on  this  coast  among  tlie  rebels  that  there 
is  no  blockade  on).  At  early  dawn,  August  24.  the  schooner  was 
again  reported  standing  in:  got  the  yacht  under\vay  and  ran  out  to 
her.  She  immediately  squared  away  and  made  additional  sail,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  getting  away.  Fired  a  shot  across  her 
bow,  when  she  hoisted  the  English  ensign  and  hove  to.  Boarded  her 
and  examined  her  papers.  She  provinl  to  be  the  schooner  Water 
XWitch,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica  (formerly  the  schooner  lo  Sierra,  that 
ran  the  blockade  at  Galveston  in  FVbniary  la.'^t  wnth  300  bales  of  cot- 
ton), from  Havana  and  Jamaica,  bound  for  Matamoras,  laden  with 
general  cai*go.  salt,  shoes,  drugs,  rope,  etc.  As  slie  had  shown  a  signal 
for  a  pilot  (a  large  black  ball  at  the  fore),  and  had  stayed  ofT  this  point 
ail  night  with  a  favoralde  wind  for  her  destination,  I  determined  to 
seize  her.  Her  captain,  Thomas  B.  King,  of  Galveston,  pi*ofessed  to 
have  made  a  mistake,  supposing  this  to  Iw  the  Kio  (irande,  I  found 
afterwards  he  had  been  a  pilot  on  tliis  coast  or  at  Brazos  Santiago. 
^Took  the  schooner  inside,  and  on  taking  off  one  tier  of  salt  discovered 
150  25-pound  kegs  of  English  rille  powder.  The  vessel  and  cai^ 
are  worth  about  $10,000.  Among  the  papers  I  found  evidence  to 
show  that  her  original  intention  was  to  run  Liie  blockade  on  this  coast. 
I  shall  forward  the  vessel  and  eai^o  in  charge  of  priziT  master  and  crew 
to  New  York. 

Trusting  the  above  may  meet  your  approval, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obeaient  ser\'ant, 

J.  W.  Kjtteedge. 
Lieui.f  Coiruhj.  U.  S.  Bark  Arthur  and  Naval  Forces  at  Aransas. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wei.t-es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyj  Washington,  D,  0, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flng-Ojjicer  Farragui^  V.  S.  Navy, 
confirming  him  in  supreme  command  of  the  West  Gwf  Squadron, 

Navy  Depaiitment,  Angmi  26,  JS62. 
Sir:  Your  No.  175,  wishing  to  know  tlie  Wrws  of  the  Department 
OR  to  the  gunboats  which  wore  sent  out  as  part  of  Commander  D.-D. 
Porter's  command  lias  been  received,  and  vou  are  informed  that  all 
the  vessels  connected  with  the  Mortar  Flotilla,  and  of  the  wliole  West- 
ern Gulf  Squadnm.  are  under  your  unqualified  control  and  subject 
to  your  ordiTs. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GriJEOx  Welles. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARBAGtrr, 

Comdg.  Wfst  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Ship  Island^  Miss. 


Report  of  Commodort'  Aforris,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  return  to 
Ttavai  control  of  the  U.  S.  S,  Calhoun. 

V.  S.  Si/x»p  Pensacola, 
New  OrUann,  August  27,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to 
me  of  the  30th  of  July,  <lisapj>roving  of  the  turning  over  of  the  steamer 
CaUtoun  to  the  Army  and  of  my  sending  lier  commander,  Lieut^-nant 
Joseph  E.  De  Haven,  home. 

In  accordance  with  your  iiistnictions  to  me  in  that  letter,  to  make 
a  request  for  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  Calhoun  to  tlie  Navy. 
I  have  to  report  that  I  called  upon  General  Butler  yesterdai  ana 
showed  him  your  letter.  lie  immediately  issued  the  necessary  order 
for  her  i-estoration  to  the  Nav-y. 

I  shall  report  the  circumstances  to  Roar-Admiral  Farragut,  [who]  is 
now  at  Pensacola,  and  ask  for  instructions  in  relation  to  her. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ITenry  W.  Monuis, 
Cmnmodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Offtcer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nat>y,  recommending  measures 
for  the  protection  of  machinery  in  steam  vessels. 

No.  18ti.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Hay,  August  ^S,  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  completed  the  repairs  absolutely  necessary  to  this  ship 
and  beg  to  bring  a  fact,  which  the  master  carpenter  brought  to  my 
notice,  \<o  tluit  of  tbe  Department,  viz,  in  evcr>'  instance  where  the 
shot  stnick  tfie  ship  on  u  tinibeT  l)eIow  the  spar  dock,  it  did  not  pene- 
trate. Tlie  only  shot  or  shells  that  came  through  (between)  the  tim- 
bers, and  passed  into  the  berth  dock,  brought  up  against  the  first 
heavy  piece  of  oak  it  came  in  contact  with.  I  therefore  most  respect- 
fully recommend  that  all  steam  vessels  should  be  built  with  the  tim- 
bers sohd  abreast  of  the  machinery,  and  30  or  40  feet  fonvard  and 
abaft  the  center,  as  ad<litional  protection  to  it.  The  shot  which  have 
been  found  in  our  ship  arc  50-pound  to  80-pound  rilles  and  ^'III  and 
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rX  inch  solid  shot  and  shells,  fired  at  us  from  a  distance  of  not  over  a 
mile  in  any  instance,  and  generally  at  Iei*.s  than  half  a  mile. 
A'ery  respectfully,  your  obe<iient  sen^ant, 

D.  G.  FARRAorr, 
Ufar-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Qvij  Btochatling  Squadron. 

_  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wajshington,  D.  C. 


oj  Flag-O^cer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nairff,  to  Captain  Walher,  U.  S. 
fcvt/,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for 
repairs  to  that  vessel. 

KLAOsnip  Hauti'ori), 
Pensacnia  Bay,  August  2S,  1S62. 
Sib:  Upon  the  reporting  of  the  U.  S.  H.  Albatross,  vou  will  proceed 
to  New  Orleans  antl  report  yourself  to  Commodore  fl.  W.  Morris  for 
such  repairs  to  your  vessel  as  may  he  ahsolutely  necessary;  the  nature 
and  ext-ent  uf  tne  repairs  to  be  ^oternuncd  upon  hy  a  hoard  of  naval 
engineers,  to  be  ordered  by  Commodore  Morns. 

lninu*diately  upon  the  completion  of  your  repairs,  you  will  return  to 
your  station  off  Galveston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
.     "  D.  U.  Farraoct, 

Rear- Admiral ,  Commandijig  Western  Gulf  Blochading  Squadron. 

Captain  W.  M.  Walker. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  Galveston  or  Point  Isabel. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai*g,  to  Captain  Pickering,  U .  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge.,  to  proceed  to  dnbj  in  the  WeM  Gulf 
Stpuidron. 

Navy  Department,  August  39,  1S03. 
Sir:  The  Department  proposes  to  send  out  a  relief  at  an  early  day, 
and  upon  her  arrival  you  will  proceed  to  Sliip  Islarul,  Ml'wi.ssippi, 
with  tne  Kearsarge  under  your  command,  and  on  youi  arrival  report 
to  Kear-Admiral  Karragut,  as  diret^ted  in  a  previous  onler  dated  May 
21,  1862. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OmKON  Welles. 
Captain  Chas.  W.  Pickering, 

Comdg.  V.  S.  SteoTn  Sloop  Kearsarge,  Gibraltar. 


(eport  of  Lieuttnani  Thornton,  U .  S.  Navy,  giving  the  result  of  sound- 
ings taken  in  Mobile  Bay. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 
Off  Mobile  Bay,  August  ^5,  1S63. 
Sm:  I  anchored  off  Fort  Gaines,  distant  about  2A  miles. 
I  sounded  from  Great  Pelican  Island  to  Little  Peli<an  Island,  and 
found  a  bar  extending  clear  across  with  from  H  to  7  feet. 
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There  is  no  available  channel  between  these  two  islands.  I  found 
1 1  feet  and  14  feet  on  either  side  of  the  bar. 

While  inside  of  the  bar  Fort  Gaines  opened  fire  upon  us  with  soUd 
shot  and  shell.  As  soon  as  I  had  accomplished  my  purpose  I  returned 
to  the  ship.  The  rebels  threw  solid  shot  over  the  vessel,  but  their 
shell  fell  snort  about  20  yards. 

I  then  went  to  the  westward  and  found  the  channel  (marked  on  the 
chart)  between  Pelican  Island  and  Daupliin  completely  filled  up. 

There  is  positively  no  passage  for  your  fleet,  except  through  the 
main  channel. 

I  sounded  carefully  and  thoroughly.  Fort  Gaines  is  armed, 
manned,  and  in  good. condition.  They  fired  beautifully,  their  first 
shot  passing  about  3  feet  above  the  boat.  I  did  not  return  their  fire, 
preferring  a  "  dignified  silence." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Thornton, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Western  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nav]{,  to  Major-General  Byder, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  general  affairs. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola,  August  31,  186$. 

Dear  General:  So  you  have  evacuated  Baton  Rouge  and  have 
sent  lipre  for  more  troops  for  New  Orleans.  You  must  be  expecting 
an  attack,  but  I  can  not  think  it  possible  that  it  will  be  made  upon 
you.  What  will  we  do  for  troops  wlien  the  attack  comes  off  on  Mobde  ? 
1  am  going  on  well  with  the  repairs  of  my  vessels  and  hope  to  be  ready 
in  loss  tlian  a  fortnight.  The  moment  1  am  ready  I  will  send  you  word 
and  you  can  then  decide  as  to  tlie  assistance  you  can  give.  I  am 
making  my  rcconnoissances  daily.  I  find  Fort  Gaines  is  m  full  fight- 
ing order.  We  drew  the  fire  day  before  yesterday,  and  our  fleet  will 
have  to  nass  in  througli  the  mam  channel.  I  find  by  sounding  that 
the  .swa.sn  canals  have  filled  un,  so  that  neither  the  gunboats  nor  the 
mortar  l)oats  can  get  in  througli  them. 

Has  anything  Ijeen  heard  from  the  upper  fleet  of  the  Mississippi? 
Arc  they  doing  anything  up  there,  or  is  the  whole  country  panic- 
stricken  about  Jiic'fimond  and  the  rams'i  The  newspapers,  it  seems 
to  nie.  are  demoralizing  the  countn'  by  painting  the  horrors  of  the 
contact  with  the  enemy.  I  have  visited  the  forts  here  and  they  are 
in  fine  ()r<Icr  luid  all  ready  for  action.  I  see  vou  have  sent  some  of 
your  State  prisoners  here.  I  lKn^)e  you  consider  that  there  are  sufli- 
cicnt  vessels  of  war  in  and  about  New  Orleans  to  render  anything  safe 
in  their  line.  I  di(i  want  the  New  London  in  the  sound,  but  so  long  as 
you  deem  her  ncces.sary  in  the  lake  she  sliall  stay  there.  I  hope  you 
will  not  think  it  necessary  to  evacuati'  Pensacola  town. 

I  will  be  glad  to  liear  from  yon  when  vessels  are  coming  this  way. 
I  did  not  alfow  the  Rhode  Island  to  communicate  except  through  the 
health  oflScers,  and  sent  lier  off  in  two  hours  to  the  North.  She  had 
three  cases  of  fever  and  two  died,  but  as  yet  there  has  been  none  but 
Uae  three  casee  of  that  ship.    We  are  doing  everything  in  our  power 
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to  keep  it  out  of  the  squadron.  Au  assistant  ongiiicer,  masttfr,  and 
sutler  died  from  Iier.  Tlie  engineer  wiks  taken  iji  this  shin  and  sent  on 
shore  iminetiial^'ly.  There  has  lieen  no  other  case^  auQ  our  crew  is 
very  much  improved  f^ince  our  arrival. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 
Rear- Admiral f  etc, 
Major-General  Benjamin  F.  Butxjbe, 

Commanding  Defartmeni  of  the  Gulf. 


Report  of  Acting  MaMer  D'OijIetfy  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  haric 

William  G.  Aiider8<yti,  regarding  tlu  capture  by  that  vessel  of  ike 

schooner  Lilly. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson. 
At  Sea,  Lai.  19^  N.,  Long,  93°  W.,  August  31,  1862, 

Sib:  I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  account  of  the  seizure 
of  the  schooner  Lilhj  by  this  vessel,  under  my  command. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  addressed  to  me  l>y  Commander  Walker, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Df  Soto.  I  was  rniising  between  the  parallels  of  27°  and 
29**  N.  and  the  meridians  of  93^  and  94**  W.  At  daybreak  on  the 
morning  of  August  31,  this  ship's  position  being  28°  55'  N.,  longitude 
93'  20'  W.,  a  schooner  was  discovered  steering  about  N.  N.  "W,  dis- 
tant about  2^  miller,  the  wind  being  south.  I  uumediately  ma(]e  sail 
and  neared  the  chase  about  one-half  a  mile  before  slie  altered  her 
course.  When  a  abort  2  miles  distant,  da^'  having  fully  broke,  she 
appeared  to  dis<;ovcr  the  bark,  and  immediately  setting  her  flying  jib, 
kept  off  N.  by  E.  1  then  fired  a  blank  cartridge,  of  which  no  notice 
was  taken,  the  chase  making  for  the  nearest  land,  winged  out. 

The  wind  was  liglit  and  1  appeared  to  ^ain  very  little,  if  any,  for 
some  time,  but  in  u  light  sc|uall  I  closed  with  the  stranger  about  one- 
half  a  mile;  the  wind  agam  dying  awav,  and  it  appearing  doubtful 
whether  I  should  be  able  to  overhaul  him,  I  fired  a  shotted  gun  in  a 
line  to  cross  his  bow,  which  fell  short  and  did  not  induce  him  to  alter 
his  course. 

The  chase,  however,  set  the  English  colors  in  his  main  rigging. 
Shortly  afterwards  I  lired  another  shut  across  his  wake,  to  wlncTi  no 
attention  was  j^jaid.  The  wind  becoming  stUl  lighter,  and  the 
schi>on('r  rather  nuTciusing  her  distance,  I  ordered  an  unloaded  shell 
to  be  directed  at  her  from  the  5-incli  rillcti  gun  on  tiie  foivaslle.  This 
was  a  good  line  shot  and  appeared  to  fall  short  only  a  few  vards,  drop- 
ping close  under  his  taff rail.  Tlie  chase  then  rounded  to.  Mv  boarding 
ullicer  ordered  the  captain  with  his  j>apei's  and  the  mate  onl>oard  this 
vessel,  and  from  them  I  learned  that  the  schooner  was  built  in  Madi- 
sonville,  I-a.  She  had  on  board  a  provisional  register,  granted  by 
her  British  Majesty's  acting  coiisul-gcnorat  at  Havana,  ano  a  declara- 
tion of  ownership,  which  sets  forth  that  one  ^Vntonio  Uurat,  a  British 
subject,  is  the  sole  owner. 

Acconling  to  her  manifest,  her  cargo  consists  of  10(J  bags  of  salt  and 
159  packages  of  drugs,  etc.,  including  one  case  of  ouiuine.  The  ves- 
sel's papers  from  the  Spanish  authorities  set  forth  tnat  slie  was  bound 
to  Matamoras,  and  siich  is  the  captain's  storj'.  He,  however,  pro- 
fessed entire  ignorance  as  to  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  in  answer  to 
my  questions  contradicted  himself  several  tmuna. 
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Under  the  circumstunces  I  ronsidered  mrsclf  justilicd  in  having  the 
nature  of  the  vessel's  cargo  more  partkularlv  cruniirrd  into,  and  there- 
fore sent  mv  executive  officer  on  board  wiih  orders  to  take  oiF  iho 
lifttehes.  The  result  of  u  very  cui-sory  examination  reveah^l  that  she 
Imd  on  board,  besides  many  other  packages  which  were  not  over- 
hiiiiled,  about  350  kept  of  [wwder,  seveml  pafk«pi'S  of  snll  peter,  etc. 

A  document  addressed  ''To  the  CVimmanuing  Officer  at  -—  — , 
C.  S.  A,"  was  also  found,  a  copy  of  which  vou  will  find  enclosed, 
marked  "A." 

1  have  ordered  the  prize  to  Key  West,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
C.  W.  Harriman,  with  a  prize  crew  of  six  meru 

I  am,  sir,  ver\'  rea!>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  D'Otlet, 
Acting  MohUFj  CfMrnnariding. 
Hon.  GiuBON  Welles, 

Secretanf  of  the  Navy,  Washington.  D.  C. 

Havana,  August  16,  lfi62. 
To  the  eommanding  officer  at  Oie  Confedrrate  pari  nt  u^hirh  Uie  ttcht»m.er 
iKnglish)  LilUj  may  arrive: 

Siii:  The  schooner  Lilly  belong  to  Mr.  Charles  Pinot,  late  of  New 
Orleans,  who  is  a  Southerner  in  feeling,  and  sends  a  cargo  which  he 
thinks  will  \w  useful  to  our  tJ«'oj)le. 

Captain  Briggs,  who  wdl  command  the  schooner,  has  been  recom- 
menaed  to  me  by  Southerners  in  whom  I  liave  felt  confidence.  I 
tliert^fore  hope  yovi  will  give  the  captain  such  facility  in  the  sale  of  his 
cargo  and  in  tlic  purchase  of  a  return  cai^o  of  cotton  as  you  conven- 
iently can. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reapcetfuUy.  your  i^bedient  s(?r>*ant, 

Charles  ,7.  Helm. 

Address  on  buck  of  letter:      ' '  To  the  Commanding  Officer  at , 

Confederal*  States  of  America." 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Budd, 
U.  S.  Navy,  comntanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomsika. 

Navy  Depahtment,  September  /,  1S62. 
Sin:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Potomska  to  Sliip  Island,  Miss.,  and 
report  to  Hear- Admiral  Farragut  for  duly  in  the  Western  Gulf  Block- 
aaing  Squadron. 

I  am,  resfjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CitnKoN  Welles. 
Acting  Volunt<»er  Lieutenant  William  Bitdd, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  PoiomaJca,  PhUftdelphia,  Pa. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  V.  S.  Nam/,  to  Commander  Nicfuiist 
U,  S.  Nonj,  cofnmandijig  U,  S.  S.  Iroguo^s,  to  cruise  for  the  interce'p- 
Hon  of  steavters  to  Ute  Southern  coast. 

Fl.v«suip  Haktford, 
Pensneola  Bay,  September  1,  186$. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  dow*n  the  coast  as  low  as  Brazos  St.  Tago 
[Santiago],  looking  in  and  delivering  the  mails  to  the  Mobile  squadron 
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ninl  «t  Sliij)  Isluiul.  Look  ill  als<»  at  AnuiHtw  Bay.  us  ytmr  prcsnicu 
niiiy  !)e  of  sonn'  iinfKtrtanrp  thrr*?.  The  principaf  objoct  of  your  nm 
ildwn  th(^  cimst  in  that  yini  iimy  inlorcopt  sonit;  ul  ilm  sU^amois  to  the 
Southern  toast. 

You  will  return  and  re|>ort  t«  me  at  this  place  about  the  1 0th 
instant. 

Very  rcspt'ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  (i.  Fakkaiu  T.l 
liear-Admirttl,  Coinfnandhuj  WfMern  BIncfradintj  S<iiuuimn, 

r!onunan«l(>r  IOd.  T.  Nichols, 

( Utmniandiji4j  U.  /?.  S,  Iroqurnjt. 


Letir.r  jroin  thf  chief  chrl'  of  atrainer  IherviJlr  to  M njar-Oenrraf  Butlfr, 

U .  S.  Armif,  Tcgantiiif}  propo-sfd  sfisurc-  of  river  strnnirra  bij  Conjfd- 

rmte  gtit.rrulits. 

New  Ohleanh,  September  I,  M'6';?. 

Sir;  FTavinj;  been  informed  by  reliable  parties,  to  the  best  uf  my 
o[>iniui)  there  now  exiata  at  BonnetjCarn'  Point  and  village  fntni  SOO 
to  1.000  guerrillas  and  from  four  to  eight  pieces  of  light  artillery. 

-Mho  have  lieen  informed  that  it  is  the  mtention  of  said  partiie.s  to 
seize  tills  or  any  other  sl^'ftinlutaL  now  running  on  the  river.  Also  that 
Cleneral  Kichard  Taylor  is  .supposed  or  said  to  l)c  manliing  f>n  to  l)on- 
aldsonville,  and  i.s  making  a  military  road  from  Napoleonville  to  Mr. 
Wiiuheyter's  (Buena  Vista  plantation),  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  and, 
having  about  /iOO  negroes  at  work,  expects  to  be  out  about  Friday. 
On  seizing  this  <ir  any  other  boat  it  i.s  their  intention  to  go  up  or  down 
the  river  with  her,  sending  couriei-s  on  either  side  of  the  river  so  that 
they  may  be  informed  of  the  presence  of  the  United  Stat^^'s  gunboats. 
Thev  intend  t-o  fill  her  with  troops  (the  steamer  raptured) .  and  as  soon 
a-s  tUi'v  reeeive  information  of  the  position  of  the  gunboata  running  in 
either  dirtrtioii,  up  or  down  stream,  they  will  lire  on  each  side  of  the 
river  so  as  to  deceive  the  guid>oats,  and  then  run  Hlt>ngside  of  them  to 
board  ami  Irv  to  eaptun*  them. 

To  the  best  of  my  opinion  this  information  is  correct. 

if  this  boat  is  allowed  to  go  up  the  river  hereafter,  you  may  judge 
fnun  my  statement  above  what  guard  and  protection  will  be  re()uire(l 
for  her  safety.     * 

Yourmoat  obedient  servant, 

Fraxk  ANimEw  Thompson, 

Chiff  Clerk  Steamer  IbennUe. 

Major-Cienerai  Uctt.rr. 

P.  S.  Also  inforniiition  of  a  battery  bein^  contemplated  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Platjuemine  of  about  six  or  eight  guns. 

[tndoraofDRnl.] 

Septbudbr  1. 
Commodore  Mohhis:  The  party  giving  tMs  information  is  very 
reliable  ami  I  send  this  for  your  infonnation. 

Would  it  not  bo  well  to  ciftution  j'our  boats  against  the  ]>i-obabiiity 
of  such  a  surprise? 
Re6i>oct  fully, 

Brnj.  p.  Butler, 
Major-derteral^  Cofntnandiruf, 
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Letter  Jrom  IJruUnant  Roe.  V.  S.  Nm>^,  to  the  ndhuj  ifuartenrujJiter  at 
New  OrleaitM,  in  wew'  of  pmpoHfd  selzxtre  of  coastivg  steamers  by  Ihe 
enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Kataiidin, 
Nrw  Orleans,  September  /.  186^: 

Sm:  Inronnfttiun  having  been  given  lo  me  by  Major-Ueneral  Butler 
thiit  the  iMiciny  Imd  nlaiiiied  to  soLzo  one  of  the  coasting'steainere  for 
the  purpose  of  (ilhng  luT  with  troojw  Ut  run  (h)wn  and  board  one  of  the 
minlfonts.  I  sluill  lu'reafter,  ii]>on  meeting  witli  tiny  of  llieso  steamers, 
neave  a  ritle  sliot  over  him.  1  respectfully  recjuest  thai  you  will  be 
pleased  to  instnut  the  captains  of  all  sucfi  boaU  that  this  will  be  a 
sipiinl  for  them  to  round  tti  inunediately,  head  upstronni  if  the  ^mboat 
is  below,  l>ul  head  downstream  if  the  j^iinboat  be  above  them.  Should 
this  Hignal  \u>\  l»e  immediately  obeyed,  the  i^inboat  will  open  fire  upon 
the  strtimer  with  tlie  intention  of  sinking  lier  <m  the  spot. 
J  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  w^rvant, 

F.  A.  Roe. 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Colonel  (John  W.]  TriiNF.K,  I..  S.  Army, 

Acting  Q^iarterniaster  of  Department,  A'|«hj]  0[rlean9]. 


rk 


Hepuri  of  Acting  MaMer  I/Otjletf,  V .  S.  Navtj,  commanding  U.  S.  ftai 
WilUam  G.  Anderson,  regarding  the  seizure  of  schooner  Thtresa. 

\  U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anhkrson, 

'        At  sea,  iMt.  ;iS^  i.5'  A^,  Long.  9:i°  iJ'  \W.],  September  4,  !H62. 

Sm:  I  l>eg  to  tmiismit  to  you  tlic  following  aecoiuit  of  the  seizure  of 
tlic  sehooner  Theresa  h\  this  vessel  under  rny  ronimund: 

At  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  the  liurk's  position  being  latitude  28° 
14'  N.,  longitude  93"  24'  W.,  and  the  wind  S.  R.,  a  schooner  was  dis- 
covered to  the  eastward,  running,  us  nearly  as  I  njuld  judge,  N.  W.  by 
W.f  with  all  sail  set.  This  vessel  being  under  short  canvas  was  not 
discovered  by  the  stranger  until  he  had  aj>pr(mched  within  about  5 
miles,  when  ho  took  in  lus  square  saU  and  hauled  shurfi  on  the  wind  to 
the  southward.  I  immediately  made  all  sail,  and  having  reiluced  the 
intervening  distance  to  littlo  over  a  mile,  fireil  a  blhtik  cartridge,  to 
wbicli  no  attention  was  paid.  It  being  then  half  an  hour  aft<'r  sunset 
there  was  no  time  to  waste,  and  1  therefore  threw  a  Scbcnkle  shell  over 
bis  masthPAds.  The  chase  immediately  luffei!  1^).  Myboardini;oHicer 
ordered  the  captain  on  hoard  with  his  paj>ers,  and  from  them  I  learned 
that  the  schooner  is  called  the  Theresa  (formerly  the  Cora,  of  Blark 
Bay.  Alabama),  but  she  is  the  property  of  G.  Wigg,  of  Liveri>ool,  sail- 
ing under  a  provisional  n'gisl^^r  granted  by  her  Briiftnnir  Majesty's 
acting  consul-general  at  Havana,  from  wliich  port  she  cleared  ?or 
Matamoros  on  the  2'id  of  August. 

Aeconling  Ui  her  Spanish  nkanifest,  she  has  on  board  150  bags  salt 
and  14  packages  of  merchandise,  consisting  of  clothing,  shoes,  thread, 
giinny  cloth,  etc. 

As  her  position,  and  also  the  coui-se  she  was  steering  when  first  dis- 
covered, made  it  apparent  that  the  vessel  was  not  bound  U)  the  port 
for  which  she  cleared,  I  directed  my  executive  officer  to  examine  her 
cargo.    The  examiuatiou  was  of  necessity  very  cursory,  but  sufficient 
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to  rlisclose  tlip  pi*esence  of  2  casps  of  cavaby  carbines  iii  addition  to 
tl^e  articles  nmnifestod. 

Botli  tlie  i-Hptuiii  and  inatrf>  admitted  that  their  latitude  liy  Ihia 
dav's  mcridiun  altitude  wu«  IZ?"^  40'.  MutanmraB  laya  more  than  KM) 
miW  to  tlie  soutbwanl  of  that  punLllel,  and  yet,  with  a  fair  wind,  the 
s<'hoom'r  between  noon  and  4  p.  ni.  made  over  20  miles  of  norlliin^. 
Of  euiinse  tbiii  fmt  aionc  would  be  .suHieient  to  prove  t.tiat  she  was  !»»t 
bound  to  any  Mexican  nort.  After  I  had  put  a  prize  crew  on  board, 
when  the  eaplain  saw  that  furlher  falsehood  was  useless,  he  admitted 
that  be  intended  to  enter  one  of  the  small  passes  between  Galveston 
and  Pass  Cabello  [Cavallo],  either  Pass  San  Liiis,  Velas<<».  or  the 
[San]  Hernard  Uiver. 

I  have  placed  Master's  Mate  W.  llaUct  in  charj^e  of  the  prize,  with 
a  crew  of  0  men.  and  ordered  him  to  prweed  tlirect  to  Key  West. 
I  am,  sir,  ven'  respt^ctfidJy,  your  obedient  servant,* 

N.  D'Oyley, 
Acting  Mfistcr,  Commanding. 
Hon.  (iioKMN  Wkm.kn. 

^V^^f/«^^/  of  ihr  Na^*\i,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Ortlrr  of  fiear-Admiraf  Farrafjui,  U.  S.  iVary,  to  Commander  Gihsnn, 
U.  S.  A'tft'i/,  rtf/nnlimj  mr(tstLre»  for  the  intt^rcepiion  of  blockade  run- 
ntrs  in  Kast  Pass.  SanUi  llosn  .S'oum/. 

Fi^GSHip  Hautf<>ri>, 
Pensacoia  B(i*j,  StpUmhtr  ■>,  iii62. 

Sir:  You  will  send  your  tender  in  ebarge  of  a  proper  officer,  and 
with  a  sulheient  miniher  of  officers  and  men  to  fijjnt  her,  well  nrmed, 
np  Santa  I(o>ia  Sound  as  high  us  Ihe  Kast  l*ass.  Let  her  l>e  i>rovi- 
sioned  for  two  weeks  at  least. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  tliev  are  pivparing  two  schooners  to 
nni  the  blockade  with  SOO  bales  of  cotton.  If  the  schoimer  is  well 
maiiaKed  she  nniy  capture  t!ie  whole.  She  will  liave  the  schooner 
Mfiria  Wood  to  cooperate  with  her  and  to  lidl  buck  on.  if  they  should 
he  too  strong  for  her.  but  my  informant  says  tlicy  have  nothing  but 
small  arms  on  tlie  bay. 

Get  the  tender  ofT  as  sixm  us  possible. 

Yerj'  respeetfullv.  your  ot>edient  servant, 

ID.  0.  Farraoit,] 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Si^uadron. 

Commander  jVjlex.  Gibson, 

Comnuindimt  U.  S.  deceiving  SMp  Potomac. 


Order  of  Henr-AdmiwJ  FarragtU.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Anthnng 
Ch/iJtc,  eommiindhtg  U .  S.  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood,  to 


blockade  of  East  Pass,  Santa  liosa  Sound. 


proceed  to  ths 


Fi-^osnip  Hartford, 
Pcjisacola  Hag,  September  .5,  186:2. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  ve-ssel  imdor  your  coimnand  and  run 
up  to  the  east  end  of  Santa  Itosa  Island  and  blockade  the  East  Pass. 
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I  have  reason  to  believe  thftt  an  attempt  will  be  made  lo  run  nut  of 
that  pass  SOO  hales  of  cotton  (hirinj;  tliis  juul  the  next  week.  I  will 
send  up  on  the  inside  the  tender  of  the  I'otortutc  to  co4)perHt^  witli  vou. 
When  you  ar*'  in  want  of  nnytiiing  you  ean  return  to  this  port  for 
supplies,  or  send  nie  word  by  the  sch<M>n*'r  on  the  inside. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  i«'r\'unt, 

[1).  (i.  FAKIt,\(ii:T,l 
Hear- Admiral,  Commnrtding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Anthony  Chase, 

Cwnmandimj  U.  S.  Schooner  Maria  Wood. 


Jte.port  oj  Ilear-Admiml  Farragui,  U .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  crews  of 

prizes. 
No.  189.1  Flagship  HARThxtui), 

Pensacola  Bay,  SepUmbtr  o,  IH62. 

Sir:  In  repiv  to  your  couimunieation  of  the  191h  ultimo,  I  wouhl 
respectfully  mform  tlie  Department  llmt  many  of  our  prizns  arc  raj)- 
tured  after  lonj;  chases,  in  which  the  vessels  are  run  on  sliore  and 
deserted  by  the  crews,  rendering  tlio  detention  of  the  master,  mate, 
or  supercai^  impossible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\"at»t, 

I).  G.   KAKIlAiU'T, 

Rear- Admiral f  Oomnitindivg  Weat^rn  ihilf  Bloclcading  Squ/idrftn. 

Hon.  Gii>E<>x  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Navy,  WatthlitgUm,  I).  G. 


Ortir.r  of  Rear-Admiral  Farmgut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden, 
U.  S.  Navy,  coinmafiding  if.  S.  S.  liichmo'nd,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  off  Mobile. 

Flagship  Haht>y»rd, 
Ptmncula  Bay,  Sepfemher  6,  liS62. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  all  practicabh^  (hspHt4'h  to  Mobile  and  a.ssuine 
the  command  of  the  l>l<»cKudin^  frm-es.  Cominander  Preble  has  per- 
mitted a  gunboat  to  rim  in.  Site  is  presumed  to  be  the  "  Lairds'  Gun- 
boat/' btult  at  London  and  commanded  by  Bulloch:  she  mounts  ten 
heavy  guns.  Our  force  at  Mobile  is  not  suJTicient  to  cope  with  the 
f^uihoat.s  inside,  there  bein^  but  three  of  ours  there  at  present. 

Order  the  schooner  H'.  L.  Spngyti  to  come  around  here  as  soon  as 
possible.     She  contains  articles  nnicli  needed  by  the  squadron. 

Is  there  a  communication  open  with  New  Orleans  via  the  lakes,  and 
bow  often  do  you  bear  fnmi  there  per  week  or  per  mouth J 
I  sent  you  S'J.OOd  to  pay  the  mechanics. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraovt, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gtdf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Commander  J.  Aldex, 

Commanding  U.  8,  S.  Richnu)nd,  Ship  Island, 
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Comm^iutntoru  Utter  from  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nm*ij,  to  Acting 
Volunieer  Lieutermni  Kitirmtje,  U.  S.  Na\*tj,  regarding  opfrai'tous  in 
Corpus  ( 'hrhti  Hay. 

Flagship  IIartford, 
Pcnmcohi,  Fht.,  SfpUmherS,  1863. 
Sir:  It  is  with  much  pleasure  tliat  1  aikuowleiipp  tht>  receipt  of 
your  coinmuuications  referrinj;  to  your  tincmtitHis  iii  Corpus  Christi 
Bay.  I  hope  that,  you  aiul  V'>iir  corninand  will  continue  to  evince  the 
ener^Ptic  spirit  and  zi'al  wirli  which  y*'"'"  oporftti«)ns  thus  far  have 
been  conducted.  1  have  forwarded  your  roporta  to  the  honorable 
Sct-rr'tarv  of  tlie  Navy. 

I  shal/  be  obU;^cd  In  take  the  Sachem  from  you,  in  orrler  to  earr}'  out 
more  iniportaiii  operatii>n.s  on  tliis  part  of  the  roast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  wrvant, 

D.  0.  P^BRAOUT, 

Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  iihckadhig  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Comuiandinp:  J.  W.  KiTTRKiKiE, 

Commanding  U .  S.  iVafvr/  Fitrrett,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


Order  oj  Rear-.\dmiral  Fnrrngut,  U .  S.  Natnj,  to  Commander  RemhaWj 
V .  S.  Natyg,  to  actid  tin-  U.  S.  S.  Clifton  to  cominunicatt  with  command- 
ing officer  at  Ship  Island. 

Flagship  IIaktpobu, 
Prnjtacola  Ihnj,  Sfpiemhtr  tJ,  186:?. 

Sir:  You  will  direct  the  Clifton  to  proceed  and  deliver  the  letters 
to  Captain  Alden  m*  the  ctimnianding  oflicer  at  Ship  Island.  Olitain 
all  the  latest  news  from  New  Orleans,  ask  Captain  Altlen  for  lii.s  answer 
to  my  letter,  and  return  to  this  port,  touching  off  Mobile  aiul  eonimu- 
nicatijig  with  the  connnandinp  officer  of  the  bloekado,  asking  for  infor- 
mation in  rehition  to  the  Ki]nrM>atH.  etc..  in  the  bay. 
Ver\'  respectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  0.  Farhaoitt,] 
Rear- Admiral ,  Cuminandtng  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Couunander  W.  U.  iiENSUAW, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla,  Fensacola  Bag. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Comm^inder  Madigan,  U.  S.  ?favy,  totnmanding 
U .  S.  Ship  Vijicennes,  requesting  instrttcfions. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  September  8,  lS6:i. 

Dear  Sir:  By  niy  written  orders,  as  you  have  seen,  I  am  ordered 
Ut  go  as  far  a-s  the  Uio  Grande  and  then  return  to  Pensacola,  keening 
a  lookout  for  vessela,  etc.  When  I  left  Pensacola  on  Satunlay  laiit, 
A<hniral  Farragut  directed  mo  to  come  here  and  remain  a  day  or  two, 
and  upon  asking  a  second  time,  he  said,  "A  day  or  two.  or  until  I  or 
Captam  AJden  arrive  there."  The  //.  I.ane  has  since  arrived  here, 
and  you  perhaps  know  if  the  Richmond  is  to  come.  Please  direct  me 
as  to  what  I  had  better  do.     My  time,  as  specified  by  the  admiral,  is 
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Up.     Will  the  arrival  of  tho  //.  Lam-  warrant  my  procpeding  on  my 
rruiao  ( 

I  am,  respot'lfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JuHN  Madiuan, 

Lieutenant-Comnuimler,  Ctrjnmnnding  U .  S,  Ship  VincennfS. 

Commander  (J.  II.  Pkkbi.k, 

Senior  i>ljivrr,  Commavdinff  off  }fnbilf. 


Rejmrt  of  Commamhr  French,  V .  S.  Nai^ij,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  AJho" 

tn}HHt  re<jttnlhuj  the   examivatinn   of  suspicious  wsHffs  off  the  Hio 

Gnindf. 

V.  S.  S.  At-batro-ss, 
Off  Rio  Grandr,  StpitmhirS.  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  al  this  place,  having  on  my  way 
here  overlianhni  and  exitmincd  several  vessels,  all  of  whieh  were  found 
pursuing  their  law  fiU  voyages,  with  c<»rrecl  papers,  and  fn'e  from 
ausplt-iun. 

1  lind  here  20  vessels,  6  Spanish,  S  KngHsh,  two  of  which  are  steam- 
ers (the  Labuan  being  one),  I  Bremen.  2  Danish.  I  American,  I 
PniRsian. 

I  have  been  busy  boarding  and  examining  them  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. 1  find  amoncj  them  i:i  harks  and  hrigs  loaded,  or  nearly  so, 
with  eotton.  and  all  of  them  are  waiting  for  eotton.  which  is  lieing 
brought  to  them  daily  by  a  small  Mexican  steamer  coming  out  of  the 
river.  I  liave  examined  carefully  the  papers  of  a  Prussian  bark  q!iil<} 
ready  for  sea,  with  a  full  curgo  of  cotton  lor  Livt^rpool ;  her  papei-a  ai"e 
strictly  correct,  and  on  each  of  brr  bills  of  lading  a  certificate  of  the 
American  cou.sul  at  Matanioriis  that  the  property  is  Mexican  property, 
ami  sui'li  is  the  case,  1  am  told  hy  the  master  i»f  the  barkj  witli  all  bifl-s 
of  lading.  This  may  ail  be  honesit,  but  I  do  not  believe  it,  and  I  liavo 
been  searching  in  vain  through  the  only  two  law  books  I  have  (A'attel 
and  Upton)  to  try  if  1  could  nut  llnd  just  cause  for  seizing  them.  It  ia 
not  by  any  means  a  pleasant  prospect  seehig  every  hour  vessels  receiv- 
ing cargo  wliich  uuduubt^'dly  is  j-ebel  property,  and  \et  eau  not  be 
seized.  My  belief  is  lliat  every  ounce  of  this  eotton  comes  from 
Brownsville,  and  merely  goes  through  the  form  of  transfer  to  Mexican 
merchants  without  any  bona  fide  transfer.  ThLs  ha.s  been  the  c«mdi- 
tion  of  affairs  here  for  some  time,  no  vessel  of  war  (iVmeriean)  having 
been  here  for  upward  of  four  weeks,  and  I  can  not  learn  when  tlie  last 
one  waa  here.  One  of  the  Enghsh  steamei-a  is  in  ballast,  from  Liver- 
pool, with  £60,000  in  specie  for  purchasing  a  cargt>. 

I  regret  my  law  library  ia  so  hmitcd,  for  independent  of  the  little  pin 
money  it  might  put  into  the  pockets  of  all  hands,  1  shouhl  enjoy  i*eal 
gratification  in  being  able  to  find  authority  fur  seizing  all  of  their 
'*  king  collun,"  wliich  1  believe  the  rebels  are  thus  illegally  shipping. 

One  circumstance  strikes  me  as  exceedingly  strange.  The  masters 
of  vessels,  immediately  on  their  arrival  here,  go  on  shore,  taking  all 
their  papers  wil  li  them,  and  with  the  exeention  of  tho  Prussian  captain 
not  one  lias  been  found  on  board  his  vessel. 

I  shall  not,  however,  permit  a  single  vessel  to  leave  without  a  very 
thorough  examination  or  her  papers. 
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My  anchorage  is  with  the  bar  bearing  W.  by  S.  J  S.  (true) .  distant  3 
miles,  of  course  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  vessels 
here,  except  the  I^huan,  are  in  our  waterd.  Tliere  are  only  4  feet  of 
water  on  the  bar.  There  are  no  foreign  vesiickj  of  war  hertv  the  last 
one  (an  English  st<*am  s1(K)|))  having  sailed  fn)in  here  on  Tuesday. 
V'ory  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

H.  French, 

Commafuier, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARRAOtrr,  Commandin4f,  etc. 


Report  of  Commodon  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  EsseXf 
ngarding  openitions  of  thai  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Essex, 
Oif  New  OrUam,  Septtmher  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  23d  ultimo,  having 
remained  off  the  city  of  Baton  Ruuf;e  two  days  after  its  evacuation  l)v 
our  troops.  I  pi-<H'e«'ded  up  the  river  to  rH^oiinoiUr  reported  batteries 
in  procress  at  Port  Hudsou.  La.,  and  also  cmui!  my  vesstd  at  Bayou 
Sara,  the  only  plarc  T  could  obtain  any,  save  at  Xi-w  Orleans.  Arriv- 
ing there  I  fouiul  the  town  uppurciilly  deserted  and  the  coul  l)urning. 
Sending  a  bi>at'3  crow  on  shore,  they  were  fired  at  by  guerrillas  from 
the  houses  in  heavy  force.  Mv  men  drove  them  out  and  burned  the 
buildings  in  tlie  lower  part  of  the  town,  to  jirevent  such  being  used  to 
protect  the  enemy.  These  guerrillas  had  a  few  days  previously  fired 
at  and  wounded  s*n'eral  of  the  crew  of  the  V .  S.  gunboat  Sumtrr.  On 
the  24th  I  was  necessitated  to  send  the  wooden  gunboat  Anglo-Amfr- 
ican.  which  1  had  fitted  out  and  armed,  to  New  (Jrleans  for  coal,  and  I 
again  dropped  down  the  river  and  awaited  her  return  off  Port  Ihid-wn. 
I  could  discover  no  i^uns  at  this  plac^*,  but  earthworks  were  in  progress, 
aud  whilst  destroying  these  I  had  the  misfortune  to  bui-st  my  heavy 
X-inch  gtm.  The  Anglo-Ameriran  not  arriving.  I  returned  to  Bayou 
Sara,  where  we  were  again  fired  at  from  buildings  left,  on  which  I 
ordered  those  remaining  to  be  destroyed. 

The  Anghf-Amrrican  joined  nie  on  the  29th  and  reported  three  bat- 
teries as  having  opened  on  her  whilst  passing  Port  Hudson.  She 
received  73  sluit  in  Iier  en  ptmsant.  I  had  received  intimation  that  the 
rebel  gunboat  H't/yt  was  at  Xatchez,  to  which  city  she  had  oonvoved 
tran.sporIs  with  supplies  from  lied  Kiver.  I  followed  to  that  city,  l>nt 
found  thev  had  sought  the  protc^c'liun  of  the  Vicksburg  guns.  At 
Natchez  aljoat's  crew  from  the  t^nscx  were  sent  ashore  to  procure  some 
ice  for  my  sick,  when  thev  were  wantonly  attacked  by  over  200  armed 
citizens,  wounding  the  ollicer  in  command  aiul  killing  1  and  wounding 
5  seamen.  I  immediately  opened  fir**  on  the  lower  town  and  set  a 
considerable  number  of  the  houses  (from  whence  they  were  firing 
on  u.s)  on  fin*.  .Vfter  bombarding  the  place  for  an  hour  the  mayor 
unconditionally  surrendered  the  city. 

I  followed  the  n^bel  j^unboat  Webh  to  the  hatteriea  at  Vicksburg, 
under  the  guns  of  which  she,  with  two  transports,  lay.  Ileavv  ord- 
nance batteries  extending  3  miles  faither  down  tlie  river  than  during 
the  siege  in  July,  prevented  my  nearer  approach  to  these  boats. 
Having  exchanged  somo  ahots,  and  ascertauied  that  the  upper  fleet 
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was  not  ill  the  vicinity  of  the  town^  Iwing  short  of  provisions,  my  bat- 
tery weakened  l»y  the  Iosls  of  two  guns  buret  and  also  short  of  nruinu- 
nitiuii,  i  d('t(»rinined  to^team  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans  for  sup- 
plies and.  if  possihle.  ascertain  the  strength  of  Port  Hudson  batteries. 
On  tlie  7th  instant,  al  ^:15  a.  ni.,  we  were  off  that  place,  and  on  com- 
ing within  rani'c,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  vigorous  firt»  with  heavy 
siege  g\ins.  Tlie  Kfi/tex  was  struck  with  lieavy  shot  M  times.  As 
nearly  as  I  could  jtidgt^  the  enemy  liad  in  position  from  .'{5  tn  40  guns 
of  X-inch.  lX-inch,and  Vlll-inch  caliber  in  three  batteries,  nunmand- 
ing  the  river  to  the  i^xtent.  of  Ti  miles.  A  (iS-poundtT.  ■i2-pouiidt'r.  and 
also  a  X-inch  shut  lod^^ed  in  the  Ettsej-,  but  without  material  damage. 
We  were  under  lire  an  hour  and  three-quart^'rs,  during  which  time  tlie 
giins  were  worked  well  and  incessantly,  and  I  have  reason  l<>  believe 
the  enemy  was  considerably  damagetf.  Mr.  J.  llarrv  W'j'att,  acting 
fourtli  ma.ster,and  mysecretarv,  had  command  of  the  forward  Imltery, 
and  his  conduct  nut  my  entu-e  approbation.  A  land  foR-e  will  fx? 
necessary  to  complclc  tlic  destruction  of  this  fort,  which,  if  allowed  to 
again  l>c  restored,  would  seriously  interrupt  the  free  navi^tion  of  the 
Ijower  Missi.'vsippi. 

Very  n^spcctfuUy,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

W.  I).  Porter, 
Commodore,  if.  S,  Navy, 
Hon.  Oii>EoN  Welles, 

SecreUmj  «/  the  iV/iey,  Wnnhivf/tfrn,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — In  the  various  encounters  I  have  had  since  leaving  St.  Tjouis 
on  the  la,st  cniise  (tith  July),  the  PJftst-j-  htm  been  struck  by  heavy' shot 
pei-ceptibly  12S  times:  glancing  shot  have  left  no  i-ecord;  three  have 
broken  the  in)n,  and  but  one  through,  and  thai  at  a  distance  of  a  few 
feet  from  the  battery  delivering  it. 

w.  n.  p. 

tKiwlotiire.) 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Anglo-American, 
Off  Bmjou  Sara,  fM.,AwjuH  3.9,  tSG2. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  oriler  I  proceeded  downstnmm  on  the 
24th  instant  for  New  Orleans,  arriving  there  on  tha  morning  of  the 
25th.  We  loaded  up  with  coal  and  left  that  city  at  3:1-5  p.  m.  on 
Thursday,  the  2Sth  instant.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until 
I  approaclied  Port  Hudson.  1  noticed  earthworks  had  been  tluown 
up  on  the  blulTs  as  well  as  the  water  line,  but  iiu  guns  being  in  sight  I 
kept  on  for  about  a  mile  when  another  line  of  earthworks  wa.s  discov- 
ered as  well  a^i  iudicatimis  of  rille  nits.  I  immediately  ordered  my 
rifled- 50-pounder  tfl  be  fired.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  opened  on 
the  boat.  My  rille  gun  unfortunately  could  not  be  used,  as  the  cart- 
ridge has  been  made  wet  by  a  just  passed  heavy  rain,  our  howitzer 
was  useless,  as  no  ammunition  could  be  obtained  ^or  it  at  New  Orleans.. 
We  were  now  just  abreast  of  the  last-mentioned  earthworks,  the 
enemy's  guns  playing  on  us  witii  great  ra]>idity.  I  couUl  see  two 
32-pound  caimon  and  eighteen  lieUipieces,  6  and  12  pctunders.  The 
fire  was  so  heavy  ou  my  frail  wooilen  ooat  that,  had  it  not  been  a  mat- 
ter of  urgent  necessity  to  refw^h  j'ou,  I  should  have  dropped  back,  as  1 
had  no  protection  for  the  machinery  and  the  fire  was  so  heavy  that 
the  firemen  were  driren  from  thoir  post,     i  determined,  from  the 
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importanofi  of  ihr  msv,  In  push  on  and  rejoin  you  if  possible.  1  am 
httppy  to  rnport  we  siircciKlcd.  The  followinjj  ciuiiiultit's  orcufl'od: 
Mr.  Parker,  pilot,  sovorcly  wounded  in  tlio  buck  from  a  bursting  shell, 
and  .lames  Banes,  Heanian,  sliphlly  woun<led  liy  splinter  over  tlie  eve. 
We  received  73  shot  in  the  boat,  lo  heavy  sliot.  the  Imlancc  J2-pounaer 
and  f;rapo.  One  ;i2-pounder  struek  tlie  upright  I)race  of  the  walking 
heani,  breaking  it  in  two. 

It  is  willi  plrasure  I  here  state  the  pdhuit  conduct  of  Mr.  H.  [A.] 
nhts.*-ford,  exeentive  ohficer,  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Williams,  pilot,  who  never 
left  tlieir  post  of  dani^er,  and  bv  their  energy  and  coolness  emit  ributed 
to  the  saving  of  the  boat.  Mr.  .Mil!i*r.  efiief  engineer,  Mr.  Parker, 
third  maaU'r,  and  Mr.  .lacubi,  of  tlir  /iWx,  all  did  tl»eir  duty  no!)ly. 
Very  resi)e<'tfullv,  v<»ur  nbedient  servant, 

R.  K.  RiLKV, 
Commanding  (runboai  Anglo- American. 

Comniarider  W.  D.  P«nrrr.i<. 

Commajuiing  Naval  Forces  below  Vickahurg. 


Oeneral  order  oj  Commodmr  Mttrris,  U.  S.  Nat% 

V.  S.  Si,fH»p  Pknsacoi^, 
New  Orhanjt,  Iji.,  Sfphi/thfr  9.  1863. 
Tlie  Empire  Parish,  nwTied  by  Oeiu'ral  De  Ooieouria  tt  (\>.,  is  bound 
Up  the  river  for  a  ear^o.    She  will  require  protection,  particulariy 
wnilst  hmdin^.  and  perhaps  some  convoy. 

You  will  please  U*  alTord  it  to  her  when  asked  for,  provided  it  does 
ni»l  interfere  with  ymtr  nffording  protection  to  the  army  and  your 
otiier  duti(^. 

Very  respectfully, 

He.vry  W,  Morkis. 
Commfxlurr  and  Senior  O/jirt r. 

To  Commanding  Offic-ers  Gunboats  linsca,  Kineo,  Katahdin,  and 
Sciota,  Mississippi  Kiver. 


Ortler  of  the  Srcreinry  of  ili-e  Xaty  to  lUar-Admirfil  FarragiU,  U.  S, 
Navy,  regarding  the  distrihuliou  of  the  Mortar  Flotilla. 

Navy  Depahtment,  September  9,  1862. 

Sm:  The  Mortar  Flotilla,  as  an  ci-ganization  iittached  to  your 
squadron,  may  eeiust!  if  you  deem  it  best,  iind  you  can  <li.strihuU^  the 
ves.sel.s  as  your  judgment  diela(e.s. 

Connnander  ICen.sliaw  run  be  assigned  to  a  vessel  appropriate  to 
rank,  or  be  allowed  to  return  North. 

Tlie  vessels  which  belonj^^ed  to  Commodore  Daviss  flotilla,  and 
winch  are  not  able  to  rejojn  liis  cunnnand  at  present,  form  in  all 
respects  a  part  of  your  force. 

Conimodi»re  William  I).  Porter  sent  home  the  commandant  of  the 
Sumter,  after  the  lass  of  that  vessel,  without  authority,  and  when  the 
circumatanctia  should  have  been  investigated  by  a  court  of  enquiry. 
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The  Cohrado,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H..  is  fitting  for  sea  and  will  be_ 
sent  to  you  in  November  as  your  t!a^hip. 
i  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuKUN  Wkixks. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout. 

Commaiulimj  West  (rulf  iilockadiutf  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  oj  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lituttnant  Budd,  U.  S. 
Natyi/,  commundifw  U.  S.  S.  PotmnA-a,  to  proceed  as  ttearer  «/  rf(>- 
patchea  to  lUar-Admiral  Farragitt,  U.  S.  Navij. 

Navy  Departmknt,  Repievibrr  9,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  rocoipt  of  ilispaUrhes  for  Rear-Admirals  Farrajjut  and 
Lardner,  you  will  proceed  witli  alt  practiiabK'  disim1<)i  nW  Key  We^st, 
touching  at  Port  Koyal,  if  neeessHry,  for  coal.  ^  on  will  heave  to  off 
Key  WeM  and  make  signal  for  a  buat,  and  you  will  Uke  care  to  all4)W 
no  pei*snn  froni  tliat  port  on  board  voiir  vessel,  nor  will  you  go  any 
nearer  than  is  neeessary  to  obtain  a  fioat  from  some  sliii>  in  that  port. 
Voti  will  plare  your  pusNerrgers  and  dispati'lies  iritu  tlie  linat  altingside 
and  irniue<liatoIy  prtM-eed  to  Pensarolu  and  report  to  Kear-Adniiral 
Farragut.  If  you  can  not  carr^'  coal  enoiigb  to  reach  Pensaeola.  you 
are  at  liberty  to  obtain  it  at  Havana  on  your  way  to  Key  West,  and 
if  yoor  passengers  and  dis|)atehes  can  (piickly  reach  Key  West  from 
Havana,  you  can  land  them  there,  thus  avoiding goin^  near  Key  West. 
The  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  the  West  Iiidu»s  i-et^uires  great 
prudence  on  your  part,  and  you  will  bo  eart'ful  to  allow  no  olficer  or 
man  to  leave  your  verfsel  on  "liberty  on  your  way  to  Pensacola. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wexles. 

Actitig  Lieutenant  Wm.  Budd, 

(Toinmanding  O.  S.  S.  Potomtika,  Philadelphia. 


LeUer  from  the  Assistant  Secretanj  of  the  Nai^  tn  Rmr-Adrniral  Far- 
raffuif  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  oj  ajfairs  in  the  North. 

Navt  Department,  September  .9,  I  SO  J. 
My  Dear  ^Vdmiral:  We  have  all  your  disjiattdies  by  the  fihodr 
Island,  and  I  thought  I  would  drop  you  an  unolMcial  note  by  the 
Potoniska,  U»  let  you  know  of  the  "  situation."  Our  armies  have  been 
outgeneraled,  and  the  rebels  are  in  Maryland  in  force.  MeClcUan 
has  moved  op  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac  with  1(10,000  Inu^n], 
and  before  the  Potoniska  sails  we  shall  know  the  result.  The  [msition 
here  is  about  what  it  was  when  you  left,  and  the  Potomac  again  full 
of  gunboats.  Wilkes  is  to  be  sent  int4j  the  W**st  [ndies  with  a  Hying 
squadron,  compocscd  of  .seven  steamers,  in  pursuit  of  ^itO  and  the 
Oreto,  rebel  privatet»rs.  We  have  our  navy  yards  hlled  with  broken- 
down  vessels,  and  we  know  your  wants  antl  will  exert  ourselves  to 
help  you,  but  the  more  we  send  the  more  thev  seem  to  come  back. 
The  Adirondack,  a  l4-knot  steamer,  is  a  total  loss.  The  Innisides  is 
nearly  ready,  and  Is  a  success.  The  lii-st  new  monitor  will  he  ready 
October  1;   others  will  come  out  during  that  mouth.    Their  first 
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strike  must  be  Cliarleston,  where  all  the  munitions  go  for  the  use  of 
the  rebels.  I  notice  you  speak  of  Mobile.  >Vo  don't  think  you  have 
force  enough,  and  we  do  uot  e.\j>cct  you  to  nui  risks,  crippled  as  you 
are.  It  would  be  a  magnificent  diversion  for  the  c/>untry  at  this 
juncture,  but  act  on  your  own  jud^^iiient,  and  do  not  (jive  way  to 
any  unnecessary  risks.  We  oiUy  expect  a  blockade  now  and  the 
preser\-tttion  of  New  Orlean.s.  I  hope  you  will  have  a  fine  <lepot  at 
Pensacola,  usine  the  I'otonitif,  Vineeniirit,  and  Marum  for  storeships, 
gpiard  ships,  or  hospitals,  rather  than  send  them  home.  One  of  them 
will  do  for  Mobile  when  it  is  taken,  and  t}ie  others  for  any  other  porl. 
We  will  give  yon  all  the  mechanics,  nmcliinery,  or  anything  else  you 
require.  II.  is  a  dark  time  for  ns  jusl  now,  an<l  the  country  asks  for 
another  naval  victory,  hut  my  opinion  is  that  wood  has  taken  risk 
enough,  and  that  iron  will  be  the  next  affair.  We  shall  triumph.  I 
am  sure  of  it,  thanks  to  our  gallant  Navy.  Shall  we  continue  sending 
you  more  men?  Wo  are  now  shipping  (ast<.»r  than  usual,  though  most 
of  them  are  laudsmon,  but  of  a  superior  class.  1  think  most  of  the 
soldiers  from  the  S<»utheni  country  are  in  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 
Truly  yours,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox. 


[■|.-l.->;n.  111-1 

Fort  Mokroe,  Scpternber  9,  1S09. 
Sir;  The  IT.  S.  S.  M'uim'i  arrived  here  this  uu>rning  in  eight  and 
thre**-<iuurler  days   from  8hip  Island.    Have  forwartled  report  by 
mail. 

KOBT.  TOWNSENP, 

Acting  LieuUnant.  Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Miami. 
Hon.  GniEON  Weluss. 


Order  of  Hear-Admimt  Farraaut,  U.  S.  Narij,  to  Acting  Masti^r  Crocker, 
U.  S.  Xavy,  comm  ft  tiding  /',  *S'.  8.  Ketimngton,  to  prorerd  to  httH-kade 
duly  off  Sabine  Pfpta,  Tex. 

Flagship  IXautkohi>, 
Prnftatoia  Bait.  Septrmher  !t.  fSftJ. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  1o  the  Sabint^  Pass 
and  blockade  in  that  (piarter.  The  Haciifl  Seaman  will  ftcc<mipa[iy 
you,  and  together  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  possession  of  the  pa.ss. 
in  which  event  you  will  leave  tlie  Hachfl  Starnan  inside  to  hold  it,  and 
you  will  pnx^eed  down  the  coast  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande  and  water 
the  AfhatrosH  and  otlu'r  vessels  aloiij;  the  coast,  all^'r  whidi  you  will 
return  \n  this  port,  t'MM-liing  at  Shin  Island  an*!  off  Mobile,  and  rcjiort 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  eacn  place  to  a.sccrtain  if  they  need 
water. 

Very  rcspectluily,  your  obedient  servant. 

fO.  G.  Karragut.] 
Bear-Admiral,  Comvxanding  Western  GulJ  Bhchadittg  Sqiuulron. 

Acting  Master  Frki>.  Crockkk, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Kensington. 
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Letter  from  Maior-Getiemi  Butlfr,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Rfor-Admiral  Far- 
ra^ut,  V.  S,  Navy,  referring  to  threalH  oj  attack  upon  New  Orleatm. 

IIkadql'autkks  Dki'ahtment  of  the  Uri.F, 

New  Orleans,  Srptanber  fJ,  tS6S. 

Mt  Deab  Admiral:  A  wwk  or  two  since  tnen*  were  imminent 
threats  of  uttauk  upon  Mow  Orn-iins.  i  boliovc  now  that  has  been  put 
off  Liil  about  lilt'  ini(l<lk'  ol  (X-loher.  wlion  the  iromiad  floef  in  the 
Yhxuo  will  be  linisluMl.  This  my  iiifonniitiun  jjivi*tj  me  as  the  stMHed 
plan.  The  Government  shouiil  give  us  <tne  of  the  new  ironrlatis  to 
end  these  hopes  ot  tlie  rebels. 

I  have  now  an  expeiiition  up  river  un<ler  convoy  of  the  MiAftunppi, 
The  Enseje  is  liere,  not  at  the  mouth  of  Ued  Uiver,  where  slie  is  needed. 

I  will  be  able.  I  titink,  to  uitl  you  at  Mobile.  At  any  rate,  I  Will 
see  you  within  the  next  ten  (livya. 

It  would  l)e  impossible  Ui  spare  the  New  London  on  the  lake.  I 
am  caxisinj;  a  ennv  to  be  enlt.><t*»d  for  the  Culhmin.  We  shall  need  her 
also  to  be  just  as  we  should  be  in  event  of  an  attack. 

My  adviees  ai*e  such  that  I  shall  quarantine  Pensac^la  no  Jonger, 
althou^li  if.  was  fortunate  that  I  ato|^>ped  the  lihode  Islaiuf. 

The  lu'utth  of  the  city  is  imjjrovm);.  You  will  bear  fearful  uon*a 
irom  Washington,  but  I  hope  not  so  bad  as  it  look^. 

You  will  bo  pleased  to  learn  of  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Weitzcl 
to  brigadier-general. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

Benjamin  F.  Butlee. 

Reur-Admiral  D.  0.  Farragttt, 

Commandintj  Western  (iu!f  FUet. 


Letter  jrom  Commodore  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  ^fajor-Ge^ieral  Butler, 
U .  o.  Arnty,  reyuesihxy  retalialltm  fur  Ou  hanyiny  of  jmrtif  jrom  Ut£ 
U,  S.  S.  Essex. 

On  Board  I'xrrED  Statkh  Guxboat  Essex, 

Off  New  Orleaiia,  Srptemlier  —  ,  136S. 
General:  I  understand  you  have  this  day  captured  some  guer- 
rilhus.*  On  the  15th  August  my  fourth  mast^cr,  Mr.  Spencer  KeUogg, 
with  four  of  mv  seamen  from  the  Essex,  were  made  prisoners  by  somel 
guerrillas  at  Port  Hudson  when  engaged  in  cutting  a<trift  some  flat^ 
boat-s  used  by  the  rebels  for  conveyance  of  supplies  from  tlie  west 
bank  to  the  east  bank  of  tlie  Mississippi;  tlie  next  <lay  they  were 
hanged,  so  1  understand  from  a  citizen  of  Bayou  Sara  in  whom  I  have 
much  confidence. 

I  would  iwk  you,  under  the  circumstances,  that  retribution  lx>  car- 
ried out,  and  would  respoctlully  su|rgest  that  for  each  seaman  of  mine 
hanged  one  guerrilla  l>e  shot,  and  tor  my  officer  ten. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   T).  PORTKU, 

Commodore,  United  States  Navy, 
General  Brnjamtn  F.  Bitti.rr. 

Commanding  United  Slates  Forces  at  New  Orleans,  La. 


*  See  Offlcia]  Records  of  the  Uniun  nnd  CoDfederuie  Aniut«s  in  Uw  War  of  the  Refaelliaa. 
vm  I,  Volume  XV.  pp.  Md-On.  -m 
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liepoH  of  Oapf/tiv  f^mith,  U.S.  Nmn/,  commnmlintf  U.  S.  S.  Mis»U»ij>pi. 
regarding 
the  enemy 


regarding  cooperation  ejeteTui^d  to  militan/  forcfs  in  expedition  against 
in  vicijiUtj  of  Saint  Charles  Courl-Uouaet  La. 


V.  S.  S.  MtssissTPPi, 
Off  I^fw  Orlmn^,  SepUmher  .9,  IS6:^. 

Sir:  In  obpHirnro  toyonronliT  of  tho  7th  instant,  I  jrol  (lie stoHinpr 
M ijfMijtxtppi  iindcnvHV  ul.  dark,  hikI  ]>n>f«^iH|pd  to  ('aiTolllon,  \v1km*o  I 
conimunioatod  witli  (^VJonol  Paino  ami  arranged  tlio  ]>roIiniinaries  for 
tho  convoy  of  his  transj>ori.s  and  my  coopoiatioii  with  his  forres. 

Et>  waa  deridtHi  to  h-avc  Currolllon  at  niidniglit  with  four  steam- 
bi>uU,  so  as  to  reach  a  [hjliiI  25  miles  above  at  duvlight,  where  the  two 
rcgiraoiittf  iiiidor  (.'nlonrl  Paine  weiv  Ut  dis(Mtd>arlk. 

The.  rcmainini;  fonrp  nnflcr  Cohmrl  McMiUan  wius  to  land  ^  nr  4 
niilrs*  above,  anc  the  Missittftippi  was  t'O  occupy  an  intcnnediato  posi- 
tion, so  as  to  be  available  U>r  the  protraction  of  eithor.  ( )n  nniving  at 
uiy  station  a  hirj;e  force  of  rebel  cavah'V  was  discovered  froni  1  he  niasl- 
hi'ad  in  a  suj^ar-cane  liehl.  1  steamed  up  to  jjive  Colonel  MiMilian 
the  intellit^ence.  an<l  ^c(|ucst^Ml  him  to  extend  his  lines  to  Ihe  woods 
(hat  skirted  (»n  one  side  of  the  field  and  thereby  cut  off  their  retreat. 
1  then  resumed  my  st-ation  and  pointed  out  to  our  ailvancing  cotunms 
tJie  |>osilion  of  tlie  enemy  by  throwing  a  few  rifle  and  X-inidi  shells, 
whi'*h  burst  in  their  midst  and  scattered  them  in  every  direction. 
Their  ronsternation  was  ho  great  that  a  captain  of  the  rebel  forco 
made  prisoner  staled  that  he  was  unable  to  rally  his  men.  as  tliey  had 
never  l)efore  heard  a  .shell  explode  nor  he  either,  and  lie  never  ilt*ired 
to  hear  another. 

Colonel  McMillan  soon  after  pot  sight  of  the  enemy  and  opened  firo 
on  tlio  rij^ht.  and  lite  l>altery  attached  to  Colonel  f*ainc's  command 
came  up  and  .shelled  them  on  the  left,  wlien  a  riM|ucst  \ia&  sent  me  to 
cease  firing,  as  the}'  luui  the  i-ebeU  surrounded. 

The  result  of  the  expedition  was  8  kille<l  and  several  wounded,  the 
cajilure  of  2  oflicers,  Ai)  men,  250  hoi-ses,  with  a  <|uanlity  of  arms  and 

baKpKf- 

nearinfr  (liat  there  was  a  rejjinient  of  infantry  pncami>ed  near 
li*mnet  Carre,  Colonel  I'uine  s<>nt  1o  request  that  I  would  citnvoy  bis 
trans|H>rt.s  to  that  place,  which  service  1  renderiMl,  but  without  any 
results,  though  scouts  were  out  all  night  reconnuitering  in  that 
vicinity. 

I  rescued  from  the  right  bank  of  tlie  river  on  my  return  a  lieutenant 
of  the  Kijjlith  Vermont  Regiment,  who  was  worn  out  by  tlie  fatiguo 
of  travehng  and  nearly  funiiahed.  and  who  had  escaped  capture  by 
the  n^bcl  force  that  captured  the  Federal  pickets  stationed  ut  Dayou 
des  AUemands. 

I  consider  it  unneco8sary  to  make  any  report  of  this  ser\'icc  t^t  the 
ndmiral,  us  the  navy  oidy  Hushed  the  game  for  the  army  U»  bag. 
There  is  no  evidenc^^  that  we  killed  anybody,  tbougli  the  prisoner? 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  say  that  we  tried. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  son'ant, 

MBi^NtrroN  Smith, 

Captain. 

Commotlore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commodurt  and  Senior  Officer, 
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lUpoH  of  Lieutennnt  Jjowry^  U.  S.  Mavy,  commanding  if.  8.  S.  Sciota, 
commeniing  upon  the  une  of  Uie  French  fiag  by  cUUenn  as  a  ineans  of 
proUction. 

II.  S.  GiTXBOAT  Sciota, 
.\f  isttwftippi  Hivfr,  Iai.,  S* ptemhir  ,9,  !H62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  l<»  report  (Imt  in  ohcdionro  to  3'"nr  order 
T  prnrj»odo<!  iij)  tho  rivor.  on  tlip  pvrninjr  of  tlic  5th  instant,  for  the 
inirpose  of  (ifTdrdin^  as-sistftnce  to  Otlonot  McMiIh»n.  of  the  Indiana 
tnn>ps,  then  on  an  r.xpcdilion  up  the  river  for  llic  purpose  nt  rutting 
off  some  o^errillas  who  liad  lieen  niukinf*  attack  upon  our  pickets  in 
the  vicinity  of  St.  CharleH.  Pussinj;  ii]>  tlie  nver  I  met  two  steam 
iransport.s  with  troops  dcstrendin^f,  viz,  the  Ltiurfl  IJU!  am]  Miyndng 
Light.  Reaching  St.  C'liarles,  or  the  nearest  point  wliere  the  Ope- 
loiisas  Haih-oarl  touches  the  river,  I  found  the  gunboal-s  lia^ca,  Kirteo, 
and  KaUihd'm  ut  iiiu'hi>r. 

Ilaviufj  comnuinicated  with  them,  and  lennied  that  no  hostile 
demonstration  had  hceii  made  hy  tlie  enemy  an<i  lliat  ihev  had  seen 
hill  had  had  no  c(>mnmni<'ati<iii  with  the  annv  steamei-s,  I  nrntreded 
as  f»r  as  the  point  known  as  the  Red  ('hurc^i,  wfiere,  on  landinj^r,  I 
h^arned  that  tne  United  States  troops  had  been  there  tlie  day  before, 
but  had  gone  down  the  river.  Deemine  my  duty  performed  as 
rejjarded  supporting  the  army  expe<litir»n.  I  joined  myself  tn  the  di\'i- 
sion  of  j^nnboiilw,  under  command  of  Lioulenant-Oomma  rider  Ransom, 
and  accompanied  them  as  fur  as  nalnii  Ruu^e.  There  we  found  all 
qiii(?t,  many  of  the  citizens  retiiriiinf^  tu  the  city.  A  nundter  of  rebel 
soldiers,  without  arms,  were  ob.servcd  strolliofj  about  the  city,  and  I 
learned  tlmt  the  Fourth  Louisiana  Regiment,  about  .'iUO  strong,  held 
the  penit<*ntiarv.  As  it  seemed  to  be  a  tacit  understanding  that  no 
firing  was  to  taite  place  b<?twecn  us  when  off  the  city,  no  hostile  act« 
were  comtnitted  by  either  side.  I  have  to  report,  that  f  have  obser>'ed 
nil  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  covering  houses  ami  sometimes  small 
vessels,  the  Fr<'uch  flag  (lying.  This  flag,  in  a  certain  position,  resem- 
bles the  rebel  flag  so  strongly  as  to  have  several  litnes  a('tuate<l  me  to 
j>rcpHre  to  lire  on  it ;  and  was  only  restrained  from  doing  so  by  dia^ov- 
ering  mv  mistake  in  time  to  hold  my  tire.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
French  have  any  commerce  on  tliis  river,  or  why  they  should  be  per- 
mitted to  use  the  flag  of  France.  French  descendants  or  French 
ciii/ens,  it  seems  to  me,  can  claim  the  protection  of  (»iir  Hag  if  they 
have  an  honest  jiuqKise  in  doing  so;  otherwise,  the  hoisting  4>r  any 
forei|^  Hag  can  only  he  to  cloak  some  design  antagonistic  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  t'nited  States  Government. 

It  strikes  me  that  this  point  is  one  that  may  soon  assume  very  deli- 
cate relations  to  those  countries  wliose  flag  is  so  used,  and  thai,  it 
will  be  well  for  us  to  he  well  and  timely  j)repared  to  meet  it  with  right 
on  our  side.  I  must  confess  that  I  feel, as  an  American  officer,  a  certain 
-sense  of  national  outrage  to  see  these  foreign  (lags  flaunting  in  our 
faces  over  a  soU  where  they  have  no  right.  I  know  that  on  none  of 
t  he  territory  of  France  or  England  is  our  (lag  permitted  to  float,  except 
where  tlie  consulate  or  ambassadorial  residences  or  officers  may  be. 

The  Kineo  and  Kntahdin  having  coupled  together  to  act  in  the  river, 
and  my  consort  being  the  Itasca,  I  have  returned  to  New  Orleans  to 
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join  her,  and  aw&it  further  from  you;  also  to  finish  the  repairs  to  uiy 
spars. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  Lif»wRT, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Comniod<»re  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Mifuaasippi  River,  Iai. 


tfTmrt  of  LUutfnaitt-Commnndcr  Rannotn.  TJ.  S.  Nam,  cnmmnnding 

V .  S.  S.  Kineo,  regarding  the  operalions  of  that  irjtsel  in  the  Minns- 

sippi  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Ojf  New  Orleamt,  La.,  Septemher  iO,  IH62. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  regut'st  that  1  would  keep  you  advised  from 
lime  to  timo  of  tlie  aspect  ot  thinj;s  at  various  point.s  alon^  tliis  river, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  a  passajre  slowly  down  by  day  from 
Baton  Uou<;e.  anchorin";  one  niglu  (>  miles  below  Plaquemine  and  the 
next  night  olf  Bonnet  (^m^  Church,  arriving  here  last  evening,  so  far 
OS  we  could  observe,  all  seemed  quiet . 

lT|»>ii  the  occasion  of  the  evacuation  bv  our  army  of  Baton  Rouge 
(21st  ultimo)  this  vessel  accompanied  tfie  transports  as  (»ne  of  the 
convoy  to  this  place.  The  necessity  of  some  repairs  to  her  boilers  at 
that  lime  caused  a  detention  of  six  days. 

On  the  I'Sth  I  started  up  the  river,  from  which  moment,  I  beg  leave 
to  state,  sir,  (he  Kineo  has  Ijcen  active  and  extremelv  vigilant.  On 
the  prt.ssagc  np,  between  Bonnet  Carre  Point  (10  nides  abuve  Now 
Orleans)  aiul  PiiKpieniine,  we  destroyed  all  liie  ferries  at  various 
points,  in  all  S  Hat  boats,  n  munber  of  large  skiffs,  and  1  sloop  of  15 
tons.  Some  we  burned  and  the  others  were  broken  to  pieces  with 
axes. 

There  were  visible  evidences  of  a  crossing  for  cattle  at  a  place  5 
miles  below  .Jefferson  Ctjllege,  and  another  just  below  Donalds4mviIle; 
anoth<-r,  apparently  of  greater  importance,  i\  miles  below  Piaquemine. 

We  arrive<i  at  Baton  Kouge  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  finding 
there  the  Itusca. 

We  ascertained  by  reports  from  negroes,  and  by  a  German  deserter 
from  the  rel>cls,  that  the  penitentiary  was  being  occupied  by  the 
Fourlli  Louisiana  (rebel)  Regiment,  aiuountiiig  to  about  400  men — 
the  only  troop.s  in  this  vicinity,  and  we  could  see  with  our  glasses^ 
occasionally,  what  appeared  to  be  an  officer  wandering  abiuit  the 
streets,  and  sometimes  a  soldier,  lounging  here  and  there.  But  as 
all  seemed  quiet  almost  a  death-like  .stillness,  indeed,  seeming  to 
prevail  over  the  city—  and  as  I  had  been  informe<i  by  General  Butler 
of  his  intention  to  reoccupy  tliis  place  in  a  few  weeks,  we  deemed  it 
advisable  to  allow  thi.s  regiment  to  renuiin  for  the  nresent  undisturbed. 

In  the  afternoon  uf  the  ADlh,  a  few  miles  above  Piaquemine,  1  seized 
8  flatboat  heavily  loaderl  willi  corn.  Taking  it  in  tow,  I  discovered 
soon  it  was  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  I  found  it  diHieult  to  keep  it 
afloat.  Fortunately  I  foimd  the  8teamlK>at  IberfilU  (J  miles  below 
Piaquemine.  to  which  I  delivered  t  he  com,  to  be  delivered  to  the  quar- 
termaster-general at  New  Orleans  for  the  u.se  of  the  army.  Wo 
anchored  here  opposite  the  cattle  crossing.     By  some  shrewd  enquiries 
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tif  our  pilot,  who  aocorrpiinifcl  uii  nnicor  on  shoro,  wo  loamprl  the  next 
morning  that  at  tliis  plarc,  on  tho  wpst  sido,  rpsidps  Mr.  Roachc,  and 
on  the  east  side  Messrs.  Dul*ree  and  LoBaiTc,  contract-ors,  to  supply 
tho  Confederate  Army  with  cattle,  who.  of  late  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful. We  destroyed  Iiere  a  large  pen  on  the  west  hunk,  having  a 
lane  to  the  river  for  the  convenience  of  driving  down  to  tin*  (iHlhoats, 
and  on  tho  opposite  side  we  discovered  that  tho  hank  had  heen  care- 
fully jrraded  to  facilitate  the  drivinj;  up.  Wo  found  also  in  this  vicin- 
ity live  flatboats  which  had  escapca  our  notice  the  previous  day,  and 
a  number  of  large  skilfs,  all  of  which  we  destroyed. 

We  returned  and  anchored  for  the  riij'iit  (ilt  Plaqnentine,  and  the 
next  day  (1st  instant)  we  visited  Baton  Rt)Uj;e  a^alii,  where  we  found 
all  quiet,  as  before  The  next  day  we  ran  down  to  Red  Church,  25 
miles  alwve  New  Orleans,  where  some  pickets  of  our  army  were  (>oine 
threatened  with  an  inimodialo  attack  by  e;uerriUas.  We  arriveu 
opportunely,  and  anchored  for  the  iii[;ht. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  the  'M  we  wore  anchored  off  Donaldsonville. 
Steamini'  slowly  up  tlio  river  the  ni-xl  forenoon  we  wore  overliaiilod 
by  tho  rlmnire  Parish,  l>rinj;iiij^  a  di.spntch  from  Ci>mmo(U»re  Morris, 
roqtiiring  the  Kinro  or  tho  Itasca  to  protect,  and,  if  expedient,  to 
convoy,  this  steamer,  with  a  cargo  of  men^handise,  trading  along  the 
banks  for  sugar  an<l  molasses.  She  reported  having  heen  lii*ed  upon 
by  ^enillas  from  various  points.  We  attended  upon  her  veiy  closely 
nnlil  tho  evening  of  tho  ^tli,  until  she  had  arrived  within  7  miles  of 
Carrolltxm,  having  convoyed  lier  througli  an  eminently  successful  and 
doubtless  an  exceedingly  j)rofitablo  trip. 

Here  we  were  met  T>y  the  KiitafKliit,  and  returned  to  anchor  at  a 
place  indicated  a.s  being  where  the  rebels  ainu*d  to  destmy  the  railroad 
'2'2  tnilos  above  New  Orleans  with  a  view  to  bag  a  party  of  our  troops 
under  Colonel  McMillan.. 

Tho  Sciota  joined  us  subsequently,  Iiavin^  b(M»n  hurriedly  sent  up  to 
the  support  of  tho  same  colonel.  But  neither  this  colonel  nor  any 
rebel  Toito  could  bo  found.  The  next  morning  tho  Kinro,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Sfiofa  and  Kutahdin,  proceeded  uj)  tlie  river  an(i  anchored 
for  the  night  ((ith  instant)  a  few  miles  below  Dotiftlilsonville. 

The  next  forenoon,  al)uul  10  miles  above  Donalilsonville.  we  spoke 
and  boartled  the  EnseXj  nccnmpanic<l  l>y  the  Angltt-^imeriean.  We 
were  informo<|  by  <  ■onuMttdoro  Porter  that  ho  ha<I  been  to  Vicksburg, 
having  demandeci  tho  unconditional  suiTcndcr  of  that  place:  also  of 
Natchez.  We  did  not  learn,  however,  that  either  place  did  wholly 
succumb  t-o  Ilia  demand. 

We  learned  from  him.  moreover,  that  ho  was  just  then  from  a  severe 
engagement  with  Port  Hudson,  where,  after  an  hour's  hard  fighting, 
he  had  silene<'d  their  battery  of  tliirly  guns.  Tlin-i*  heavy  shots  had 
penetrated  tho  Ksurx  dtiring  the  rngatrenient,  but  without  injury  to 
anvt'ody,  nor  doing  any  con.siilorable  damage.  Two  of  his  guns,  one 
iX-incb  and  one  X-inco  bad  burst. 

We  anchored  that,  night  off  Baton  Rouge  every  tiling  still  quiet. 
Ixtaving  tliat  place  in  the  next  afternoon,  we  anchored  Tor  the  night 
(St.h  instant)  ft  miles  below  Plaoin'inine. 

Last  evening,  a  few  miles  below  Bonnet.  Cam'*  Point,  I  received  on 
board,  under  a  (lag  nf  truce,  Colonel  K  C  WickllfTe.  bearer  of  dis- 
patcher from  the  rebel  Major-Oeueral  Richard  Taylor  to  Major- 
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Goneral  Butler.     Arriving  here  at  9  o'clock  I  had  him  conducted  by 
Air.  Rodgers.  executivp  oliicer,  imiiiediatply  to  fJonrral  Bntlor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

uEo.  M.  Kaxsom, 
Lieu^^ruint-CftmmaJuUr. 
Rear-Adniinil   I).  U.  KARRAnrr, 

Cuunnanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadro7t. 


Rtport  of  J.ieuleminl  Roc,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandite  U.  S.  S.  Kaiahdin, 
reffardinp  pilluye  covimitUa  by  United  States  troops. 

U.  S.  OrxnoAT  Katahoin, 

Mwftisaippi  Ilivfr,  September  It,  J86S. 

Sir:  I  was  ovrrliaiitcd  yesti'rday  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
I^>\vn',  of  tlu'  Sciofij,  wliile  at  Bonnet  Cam'  Point,  and  directed  by  bim 
to  follow  on  OS  convoy  of  three  transports  of  tbe  I'nited  States  Army. 
Upon  arrivinK  al  nonaUlHonvillc  tlii.s  ilny.  tbe  transports  landed  at  the 
upper  pari  of  the  town,  hmded  a  party  of  trotips,  and  coninieneed 
receivinj;  oti  bourd  .supir  and  other  merchandise.  A  few  hours  after 
I  rpt*iv('d  pdsilivo  information  that  a  comnanv  of  these  troops  had 
entered  a  larjio  mau-sion, situated  near  to  the  landinp  of  thf  steamer  St. 
Munnve,  bad  pillaf^ed  it  in  a  brutal  manner,  and  carried  olT  wines. 
liquors,  silver  olate.  and  eUithin^  beloniriiii?  to  ladies.  I  am  informed 
that  several  oi  the  soldiers  were  druuK  iiom  the  use  of  the  iiquora 
and  wines  ihus  appmuriated. 

This  house  was  inhaoited  in  the  morning. 

During?  this  time  the  Katuhdin  was  at  anchor  with  her  guns  trained 
upon  shore  over  the  St.  Maurice  for  iier  protection. 

T  rn,spe<'tfully  reqne.st  instructions  if  the  j^ins  of  the  Katnhdin  are  to 
be  u.sed  for  the  protection  of  soldiers  upon  a  marauding  expediti<»n, 
and  if  1  am  to  use  them  in  the  protection  of  dnmken,  undiseiplineil, 
and  Hcentioua  troops  in  the  wanton  nillafje  ot  a  private  nian-sion  of 
wines,  plate,  silk  di-essos,  chemises,  ana  female  apparel,  to  say  nothitifr 
of  the  confLwation  of  sujjar,  which  I  believe  to  be  without  proper  and 
lawful  reasons  thei-efor. 

1  confess,  sir.  that  I  bhish  t-o  report  that  while  the  troops  of  the  St. 
Maurice  were  thus  en^^at^ed  in  this  unsoldierly  and  un^aflanl,  not  to 
say  disfrraceful, operation.  1  oi)ened  my  !iieup6u^u*>i"rillaii  hovering  in 
the  rear,  apparently'  occupied  in  preventing  such  acts  of  the  United 
Stat-es  troops. 

1  feel  quite  ready  to  plaee  the  Katahllu  and  her^uns  under  the  lire 
of  an  enemy:  1  am  desirous  of  encountering  enemies,  and  of  injuring 
them  in  every  manly  manner;  but  I  can  not  further  prostitute  the  dig- 
nity of  my  profession,  as  1  conceive  I  have  done  lo-day,  without  au 
earnest  and  res]>ectful  appeal  to  your  authority.  It  is  disgraceful  and 
humiliating  to  me  to  be  ordered  upon  guard  duty  of  soldiers  employed 
in  pillaging  ladies'  dresses  and  petticoats,  and  I  respectfully  request 
that  1  may  be  relieved  from  such  service. 

Vor}'  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
LUuUnaiU,  Commanding, 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Mouris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans^La, 
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[EDtluneuMuit.] 


Skitember   13.  1862. 


Thc!  acts  of  the  troops  in  ptllapng  (if  tni<*)  an*  without  pulhutiun  or 
excusp.  (Vitainly  no  nion*  to  be  uistifiod  than  this  iinpropor.  bom- 
bastic, and  ridiculous  rhudumoutade  of  a  aubHeutenant  of  the  Navy. 

BeNJ.  F.  Bl'TLER, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Hoe,  U.  S.  Xawf,  reaarding  tht  firing,  by  mistal-e, 

upon  French  fia^. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Katahims, 
Off  Donaid^onvilU,  Lm.^  September  I  J,  1S6J. 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  my  dispatches  of  the  8th  instant 
havi',  by  niiistakc.  been  sent  direct  to  the  North. 

]  l)('^  IcHVc  lo  enclose  du])licutc  of  my  letter  of  the  Sth  instant  lo 
RcKr-Atliiitral  Furni[^it. 

1  would  he  ^Itid  to  have  some  instructions  in  regard  to  the  numer- 
oits  KriMirl^i  Hags  I  see  tlying  ahmg  the  whole  roast  from  New  Orleans 
to  Baton  RouRe.  They  are  flying  evernchere,  and  oftentimes  so 
resemble  the  Confederate  flag  aa  to  deceive  us  as  to  theii'  character. 

InaynuKrb  an  this  may  be  a  delicate  question,  I  beg  for  instructions 
in  the  premises. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  HoK, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans,  La. 

[Rnekwan.] 

U.  S.  GcNBOAT  Kataitdik, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  ASe.ptember  S,  IS6S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  wlide  off  the  lower  part  of  DonuI<lH<m- 
ville  yesterday  morning  a  Ctmfederat*  flag  was  reported  to  me  around 
a  suiall  tlagstafT  in  thc  chinmey  of  a  house  on  slioro.  I  examined  it 
carefully  and  Ijelieved  it  to  be  a  Confederate  flag.  I  opened  tire,  send- 
ing a  few  shot  over  (he  house  and  one  througli  the  roof,  when  J  saw  a 
white  tlag  waving  from  thc  tevoe.  I  ceased  firing  and  sent  a  boat  on 
shore  to  haul  down  and  brmg  the  Hag  on  board.  It  proved  to  be  a 
French  flag,  and  the  proprietor,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  come  on 
board  and  claimed  protection  under  it. 

I  rcturnc<i  the  flag  to  him  and  explained  to  him  that  it  was  fired 
u]>on  bv  mistake,  as  it  was  so  rolled  up  as  to  deceive  myself  and  all  on 
board  mto  the  conviction  that  the  colors  were  those  of  the  rebel 
ensign. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  A.  RnE, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
B«ar-Admiral  T).  O.  FAHiiAGin, 

C<fmnt4inding  West  GuiJ  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensacola,  Flo, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admlml  Farmffui,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden. 
V.  S.  Navtf.  rrjerring  to  expected  qeneral  attack  upon  the  Federal 
Amuj  and  Navij. 

Flaosiiii'  Hartfoui), 
Pemacoia  Hay,  September  H,  1862. 

Dkar  Captain:  By  the  ret\im  of  Captain  Febiger  to  his  Htation 
yuii  will  be  iMiuliled  tfi  releaiie  the  Jackson  and  allow  her  to  retuiii  to 
Iter  stution  in  the  lake. 

I  wMitl  voii  II  li.si  iif  v<'SHcls  which  ]iave  i*w:ently  left  Havana  and 
Enjfland  for  hlockudtMl  jxirU. 

I  am  also  informed  that  a  general  attack  upon  our  Army  and  Navy 
lUBV  be  cxpt^'led  during  thu  month  of  SeptPiiilnT. 

Tlie  attack  on  llif  Army  lias  ah-cady  been  made,  and  McClellan  has 
chanfct'd  his  "base  (if  operations"  again,  or,  in  otiier  words,  retreated 
toward  Wa-shinjjltm. 

Veiy  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Fabeaoitt, 
Rear- Admiral,  i'ommanding  Western  GuJj  Ulockadintf  Squadron. 

Commander  Jah.  Aloen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Report  of  Rear-Adniirat  P'arraqu.t,  U.  8.  Navy,  requeuing  information 
L  regarding  the  re<iutred  posUion  of  the  admiral's  fiag. 

No.  196.1  Flac.siiip  IIahtf^jru, 

Pe.nsticola  Hay,  September  t:^,  IS63. 
Sm:  I  would  he  ploase<l  to  know  the  views  or  wishes  of  the  [)epart- 
nient  a-s  lo  the  wnannfr  the  admiral's  Hag.  Should  we  of  the  active 
list  wear  it  at  the  main  or  nu//.e!i  V  As  I  understood  the  law,  I 
hoisted  It  in  the  main,  but  it  will  bo  cniite  as  agreeable  to  wear  it  at  the 
miK/iMi,  that  l)eing  tlie  invariable  ne^ignation  of  a  rear-admiral.  I 
Bimply  desire  to  conform  to  the  viewu  of  tlie  Departmeiit,  having  had 
nu  onh'r  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfidly.  your  obedient  »er%*fint, 

l>.  G.  FAIlRAOtrT, 

Rear- Admiral,  Commawiing  Western  Gulf  Rlockqding  Squadron, 

Hon.  OlDKON   Wkij-ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Rear'Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  repairs  to  ves- 
sels in  his  squadwn. 

No.  199.]  Fi.AOSiTir  Uartford, 

Pensacola  Bay,  September  IS,  IS62. 
Sib:  I  feci  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  repairs  now 
going  on  in  the  squadron,  wluch  I  hope  will  be  finislied  during  this  and 
the  coming  week.  The  pnncij>a)  repaire  have  been  on  the  Hruoklyn, 
which  I  informed  you  was  injured  by  the  ram.  Her  side  was  stove  in 
0  foet  under  water.    The  prow  of  the  ram  struck  between  the  timbers 
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and  crushed  the  plank.  Wo  hnro  rarronod  her  over  to  port,  so  as  to 
hring  the  wound  nearly  out  «»f  water,  and  "shimmed  "  up  the  indenta- 
tion wilhfclt  and  inniMvood.aiid  tlien  (*4)vered  it  over  with  5-inch  oak 
plank,  25  feet  in  Irnj;th,  mlktM]  it  well.  an<l  enpp(»red  it  over,  and  I 
thijik  she  will  he  ahle  to  do  her  duty  for  tlio  ront  of  her  rnii.se. 

The  Su^qu^fianva  is  a  more  diHicidt  case,  as  yon  will  see  hy  the 
report  of  Captain  Ilitilicoek.  Her  shaft  and  pillow  block  are  broken, 
and  her  cylinders  arc  cut  and  corniKated  so  that  they  have  to  ntake 
a  temporaiy  ananjjcmcnt  of  rinp  of  h(»ilcr  iron,  which  last-s  ten  or 
twelve  day.s.  If  she  can  get  into  MohiU'  h<'r  haltery  would  he  of  great 
use,  but  I  fear  she  draws  too  nnich  water  to  risk  in  the  bay,  even  if  she 
can  cross  the  bar.  wliich  is  doubtful,  as  the  charts  only  give  3i  fath- 
oms, and  she  draws  20  feet  now. 

Tiie  gunboats  are  breakinfr  down  all  the  time.  Thus  far,  however. 
I  have  managed  very  well,  but  at  fjreal.  expense,  as  1  have  to  pay 
heavily  for  work  done  in  New  Orleans.  I  brouglU  to  tins  place  6  or  S 
carpenters  and  calkers.  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles  wc 
have  done  pivtty  well. 

i  have  employed  a  teamster  with  four  mules,  who  has  succeeded  in 
finding  a  greal  nmiiy  lliings  that  the  enemy  ha<l  hau]e4l  out  of  the  yard 
and  left  behind  in  his  Inirry.  I  have  recovered  /our  fire  engines,  curry 
logs,  and  many  usefnl  ft]»j»liances  for  f)ur  wnrk.  Tliere  is  considerabfe 
timber  in  the  pouH  in  the  rear  of  the  navy  yard,  from  which  we  supply 
ourselves.  Tliere  is  a  large  quantity  of  iron  of  every  descrintion  in 
the  yard,  save  boiler  iron.  Tliere  is  a  lighter  load  of  iron  sunn  in  the 
basin  of  the  <lry  dock  which  might  be  easily  gotten  o»it,  as  it  is  plainly 
in  siglit  at  6  feet.  The  boilers,  shafts,  and  wheels,  and  many  articles 
of  machinery'  belonging  to  the  old  Fulton  are  here;  also  the  fiydraulic 
ram  and  iron  of  the  railway,  apparenttv  ver^-  little  injured.  The 
ways  are  burned  and  the  stone  nuicli  ci-aeked  and  broken  by  the  heat. 
I  will  be  able  lo  collect  boards  enough  to  cover  the  new  stoi-eliouse, 
and  tliere  is  slate  enough  in  the  yard  to  finish  the  ronf  iff  the  new 
nnichineshop.  These  two  buildings  will  give  us  all  the  facilities  we  will 
want  for  some  time  if  we  can  hold  them  in  security,  which  1  feel  satis- 
fied we  can  do  so  long  as  we  have  a  vessel  of  war  here.  A  gunboat 
could  have  hehl  the  place  originally. 

The  chapel  and  armory  is  also  standing  and  not  nuich  damaged.  It 
could  be  repaired  by  our  carpenters  when  we  have  leisure.  Tlie  walls 
of  tiie  otiier  buildings  in  the  yanl,  except  tiie  stables  and  tlie  kitchen 
to  the  northeast  bui!<lint;,  which  are  almost  complete,  arc  tutally 
ruined,  cracked,  and  tumbling.  I  found  three  nncbt>rs,  two  of  nboul 
4,0i>0  pounds  and  one  of  2. (KM);  also  several  chain  cables  from  throe- 
fourths  to  2  inches,  and  guns  which  had  been  in  the  eartliworks  out- 
side the  yard,  erected  to  lire  upon  Fort  Pickens  and  the  fleet.  There 
is  also  in  the  yard  a  lar^e  (|uantity  iif  shot  nntl  .shell  nf  different  sizes. 
and  the  skitis  for  the  guns  tu  the  yard  are  in  good  order,  and.  if  we  do 
not  liold  the  yard,  should  bo  sent  home  in  some  of  the  vctwcls  that  are 
returning  in  bullast. 

,\11  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  ol>edient  .servant, 

D.  G.  KAnnAouT, 
Rear- Admiral.  Commanding  Wenitrn  GiUf  Blockading  Sqttadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  uj  Ike  Navy. 
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Heport  of  Lieuttnant-CommaTuder  Thornton,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
destruction  oj  a  'Confederate  steams  in  Navij  Voite. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 
Off  Mobile,  Se-ptemher  IS,  1862, 
Sir:  I  Wg  leave  to  inform  you  that  in  tho  course  of  my  service  on 
t)ie  blockade  1  discoverotl  i>nc  of  the  enemy's  steamers  lying  in  Navy 
Cove,  and  within  ran^e  of  my  ^ina. 

By  liririf;  over  the  land  I  couhi  reach  her.  Tlie  first  shot  knocked 
away  the  lop  of  her  smokestack  and  cuusetl  her  crew  to  leave  the 
vessel.  Tho  next  two  shots  went  over  her.  and  the  fourth  and  last 
struck  her,  exploded,  and  knocked  her  to  pieces. 

Fort  Morgan  fired  over  us  and  around  us,  but  we  returned  to  our 
station  without  casualties. 

I  am,  sir,  ver)'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamks  S.  Tuohnton, 
Lieutcna  nt-Commander. 
Captain  James  Alden*. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Letter  horn  Commandtr  French,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  8. 
Albairo«9  to  Mexican  inspector  of  eustotn-hnwfeSj  Maiamora^. 

v..  S.  S.  Albatkcxss, 
Off  Hio  Grande  River,  September  IS,  186$. 
Sm :  The  accompanying;  communication  *  for  the  consul  of  the 
United  Stiites,  wliich  you  were  kind  enougli  to  ulfer  to  forward  to 
him,  has  cmhixlicd  in  it  the  subjoct^matter  <if  our  <M>nsullat-ion  yester- 
day morning,  and  I  have  thought  since  our  interview  yesterday  this 
was  the  most  proper  course  for  all  oflicial  correspondence  between  the 
Mexican  Government  and  myself. 

The  consul  of  tho  United  States  will,  of  course,  communicate?  its 
contents,  or  .such  portions  of  it  as  refer  to  the  suhjectji  of  yesterday's 
iut<»rview,  to  tJie  Mexican  Goveninient,  and  I  have  no  douot  to  your- 
self also.  It  will  he  equally  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  my  chity,  t^i  avoid, 
if  possible,  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  my  CTOvernment,  the  slij^litest 
approach  to  anything  whicli  wou!d  tend  to  disturb  the  very  fpumdly 
relations  now  existing  between  the  two  Governments. 
With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  .ser\-ant, 

II.  French, 
Commamier,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Sennr  Don  J.  A.  ^Camdraxo, 

Inspector  of  Oust^ttn-Houses,  etc.,  Matmnoras, 


Cooperative  rxpeAilion  to  Pass  Manehac  and  Ponchatoula,  Iji,,  Sep- 
tember tS-lo,  iS6;i. 

Abttraol  log  of  the  U.  8.  B.  New  London,  Lieutenant -Commander  Abner  Bead,  V,  8.  Havy, 

commanding. 

September  J3. — At  12:30  p.  m.  stood  down  to  Pontchartrain  wharf 
for  tnc  pur|>ose  of  taking  soldiers  on  board  fur  an  ex|HMlitioit  across 

*  Not  foiuid. 


196 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


till'  lake.     At  4  took  on  board  100  soldiers,  tho  steamer  CftM  ha-ving 
on  board  l.'iO.     Wo  botli  stinul  over  to  tho  north  side  of  the  lake. 

SepUmher  /;>.—  Made  sflvcral  attempts  lo  ci*oi*s  the  hnr,  but  finding 
only  5  feet  of  water  we  backed  off  and  cuiue  to  anchor,  while  the  Ceres 
stood  up  the  river.  At  11:30  p.  ni.  the  t'tres  returned  from  Munrhftc 
Bridge,  having  on  board  the  troops  under  Major  Strong,  who  had 
made  a  reronnoi-ssance  on  Fonchatoula,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the 
town,  burning  and  destroying  the  engine  and  cars  of  the  railroad,  etc. 
The  enemy,  however,  returned  with  tlireo  pieces  of  artillery,  forcing 
our  troops  to  retire. 


Beport  of  Kojor  StritBg;,  U.  f.  Army. 

IlEAi>gi'AUTiciis  Drpartment  of  TrrE  GlfLF, 

New  OrltariJi,  La.,  Sfpiemhfr  ^,  IS62. 

Genkral:  Pursuant  t-o  your  <»rdtii-s  of  the  13th  instant  I  embarked 
on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  on  board  the  sWamer  Ceres,  at  Lakeport, 
with  three  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Maine  VoUmleors, 
commanded  i-espectively  by  C'a]>lains  Thomttm,  Farrington.  and 
Winter,  and  one  eom])any  (t'aiitain  PiekeriiiKH)  of  the  Twenty-.sixth 
Massariiustats  Regiment.  I  had  previously  sent  100  men  of  Uie 
Thirt.eenth  Connerti<ut  Regiment  on  board  the  gunbont  Ntw London. 
whoso  commander.  Captain  Rend,  had  kindly  coiisente<l  to  cooperate 
with  me.  The  objc<t  in  view  was  to  surprise  tlic  village  of  Ponclia- 
toula.  the  headquarters  of  the  reltel  General  .IcfT.  Thompson,  4S  miles 
north  of  tliis  city,  on  the  line  of  the  Jackson  Raili'oad.  To  that  end 
tlie  New  L<mdon  was  to  land  her  men  at  Munchac  Bridge,  wliere  at 
daybreak  next  morning;  they  were  to  drive  the  enemy  that  might  be 
found  there  northward  to  Ponehatoula.  while  tlie  remainder  of  the 
force  having  found  our  way  In  miles  up  to  Tangipahoa  Kiver  in  the 
night  should  have  landed,  marched  G  miU>s  westward,  and  cantured 
Fonchatoula  in  tica^jon  to  secm'o  those  of  tho  enemy  who  had  lieen 
driven  up  from  Piiss  Mancbar. 

The  attempt  at  siirprise  failed,  for  not  only  was  the  New  London 
unable  to  get  tiver  tlie  bar  into  Manehac  Pa.ss  in  the  darkness,  but  t)»e 
Cere»,  too  large  fur  tlie  eiisy  navigatit)n  of  the  nanxiw  and  winding 
Tangipahoa,  uiiled  in  each  of  the  succee<lin"  night*i  Uy  reach  her  desti- 
nation on  that  river  in  season  to  admit  oi  our  gaining  Fonchatoula 
before  daylight.  1  resolved,  tbert^fore.  to  go  with  the  st<'amer  to 
Manehac  liridge,  and  ilid  so  on  the  morning  of  tlu*  1 5th.  Knun  that 
point  Captain  Wintei  was  sent  with  his  (umijmny  southward  to  make 
the  de;*truction  of  tlie  railroa<l  on  Manehac  l.slaml  more  eom|>let.e, 
which  duty  he  thoroughly  performed.  Caj)tain  Pickering's  company 
wa.s  left  to  guard  the  steamer,  and  the  companies  of  Captain.^  Thornton 
and  Farringt*tn  began  a  forced  mai-cli  of  1(J  milej^  upon  Ponchatoula. 
A  locomotive  1  raile  beh>w  the  village  gave  notice  of  our  a[iproarli, 
which  could  not  be  concealed,  ami  ran  northwanl  giving  the  alarm  at 
the  villa<;e  and  tlieni-e  to  (-amp  Moore  for  reinforcements.  We  met 
on  enl^'rmg  Fonchatoula  a  di.scharge  of  cani.st.er  at  70  yarils  from  a 
light  battery,  in  charging  whirh  Captain  Tliornton  fell  severely 
wounded  *  *  *  the  enemy  was  driven  from  tlie  (icid,  the  artil- 
lery galloping  away,  followed  by  the  infantry,  on  a  nmd  (hri)ii«;li  the 
forest,  in  a  northwesterly  direction    *    *    *    ajid  Comiuaudcr  l3uch- 
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anan,  V.  S.  Navy,  who  acc^mpanipd  the  expedition  rendered  impor- 
4,anl  sorvico.     *     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respoctfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Georob  C.  Stkono, 
Aimistant  Adjutant-General. 
Major-Oeneral  Bknjamin  "F.  Biti.kr. 

C'ummtiiiding  l)i iHirtment  uj  the  (ruij. 


tTnh'iiram.l 

[Jackson,  Miss.,  f^fpti-mhfr  U',  JS03.] 
Operator  at  Tickfaw  dispatches  timt.  tho  enemy  have  burned  Ixtng 
Bridge,  over  the  Ponchatoula  Kivcr.  2  mWcs  this  side  station  at  Pon- 
chatoula.     Our  forces  nearly  all  captured.     Enemy  last  Hi  killed. 
Our  battery  taken.     Enemy':i,000  to  -I.OiX),  not  yet  at  Tickfaw. 
Can  yuu  send  me  some  truups  ? 

[Danifx  UuonLEK.l 
Urigadirr-Qencml,  C,  S.  Army. 
General  Van  Dokn, 

Uoiiy  Springs. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  Septz-mber  10,  1862. 
Our  troops  at  Ponrhntoula  ruHird  by  Colonel  Wilt  and  ivpulsed  tho 
enemy,  reported   900   strong,    retaking  our   balter>',  capturing   tho 
enemy's  wounded.     Attack  expected  tliLs  moniing. 

[Daniel  Kugoles,] 
Briffadier-Gewral,  0.  S.  Army. 
General  Van  Dorn, 
[Same  to  Generals  Beal!  and  M.  Ij.  Smith.] 


Lftier  from  Commwl/tre  Morris,  V .  S.  Navy,  to  TJeulenant  Roe,  U.  8. 
Navy,  coTulemnluff  his  action  in  firing  at  steamer  Enipire  Parish. 

V.  S.  Sloop  Penhacola, 

Nnp  Orleans,  Septrmher  1^,  iS6S. 

Sir:  \  regret  to  hear  from  General  (ioieouria  that  you  had  fired  two 
shots  at  tlie  Empirf  Parish  when  she  had  stopped  on  your  firing  over 
her.  She  had  a  number  of  passengers  on  board,  many  of  them  women 
and  cluldn»n,  who  were  all  excessively  frightened.  After  j'our  second 
shot  they  kept  on  toward  you,  sup[)osing  tliat  it  was  your  wish  for 
thrm  to  approach  you.  Tfiey  did  not,  and  he  says  that  tiiey  could 
not  have  turned  the  boat's  head  up  the  river,  ns  she  was  so  deeply 
loaded  that  tn  have  done  so  would  have  endangered  her  sinking,  lie 
finds  it  a  dilHcuIt  matter  to  induce  his  crew  to  go  up  in  the  boat,  from 
fear  of  again  being  fired  at.  It  is  very  proper  tn  u.'^e  precaution  to  pre- 
vent being  taken  by  surprise,  but  on  t.he  other  Imnd  such  j)recipitato 
action  as  t-o  endanger  smkinc  and  destruction  of  life  and  nroi>erty  is 
very  reprehensible  when  it  is  revele<l  against  tliose  who  are  friends  and 
whom  we  are  bound  to  assist  and  protect, 


198 


WEST  GDLF  BIX>CKADING   SQITADRON. 


The  Empire  Parish  returns  up  the  river  to-morrow  momine,  bound 
to  Bourgeois*'  plantation,  which  is  n  little  this  sidi'  of  Doiialason\  ille.^ 
She  will  want  o-onvoy  fntm  below  Bonnet  Cam-  ur  U<hI  Cluirrh  iin  t-o 
that  plantation,  protection  while  loading  theiT,  and  convov  hark  to 
Red  Church.  If  your  duties  will  permit  it,  I  wish  you  to  afford  it  to 
him.  I  tltink  tliat  you  owe  him  some  amends  for  fifing  at  and  coming 
so  near  sinking  him. 

I  roceive<l  your  dispatcli  this  morning,  of  the  Ilth  instant,  r^mrem- 
ing  the  j)i]|aging  of  the  soldiers  at  Bonnet  Carre.  I  went  on  shore  and 
showed  it  to  (teneral  Butler.  He  was  offended  at  the  tone  and  the 
terms  used  b}'  vou  and  the  language  of  the  dispateh.  He  said  if  you 
had  spe<ified  w-liat  ht)use  it  was  that  had  been  pillaged,  ho  va)uU\  take 
some  action  on  it;  but  said  the  matter  should  be  looked  into.  He 
desired  me  to  leave  the  dispatcli  with  lum,  tliat  he  might  take  ti  copy 
of  it,  wliicli  I  did.  I  regret  that  I  showed  him  tlie  dispatch  instead  of 
wrilijig  iiim  a  letter  cmbod^^nng  the  purport  of  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Heniit  W.  Morris, 
Comnuxiore  and  Srvior  Officer, 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  Roe,  V.  S.  Navy, 


Abstract  of  statement  of  J.  W.  Fortrr.  a  refugee  from  Alafnimo,  who  fiur- 
reudervd  Septrmhrr  IS,  1SG2,  receivrti  fnrm  It  tar- Ad  mi  nil  t'arragut 
September  Si9. 

Was  employed  by  Governor  .Shorter  27tli  of  May,  in  charge  of  500 
nemie^,  in  building  fortifications  at  Choctaw  Blults,  110  miles  above 
Mobile,  on  the  Alabama  Kiver.  Half  a  mile  below  the  landing,  at  a 
bend  on  the  river,  two  rafts  fastened  one  to  eacli  bank,  and  meetmg  in 
the  form  of  a  V,  obstruct  ttie  passage,  and  thougli  held  in  place  by  llie 
force  of  the  currfni  can  be  o{>ened  to  iHTinit  tlic  passage  of  vessels. 
On  the  bhilfs  at.  tlie  hmchng,  40  feet  above  the  water,  «r*e  two  case- 
mati'd  S-iiich  guns,  beiiriiig  exactly  on  the  rafts  and  tlic  IjcthI  of  the 
river.  AI<mg  the  we-^t  bank  was  a  breastwork  mountinjj  1 1  guns, 
which  cover  tiie  approach ;  the  smallest  one,  a  ;J2-poundcr  rille ;  one  is 
a  X-inch  eohimbiad,  at  tlie  lower  end  of  the  work.  From  this  noint  it 
is  just  7  miles  across  tiie  country  to  the  fortification  of  Owen  Blutf,  on 
Tombigbee  River. 

Between  the  two,  in  the  wood,  is  encamped  one  Alabama  regiment 
of  infantry,  Colonel  Snnth.  At  Owen  Bniif  a  line  of  spiles  Ls  driven 
ncro.sg  the  river  with  a  narrow  entrance  on  the  right-hand  side  going 
up  for  steamers  to  run  in  and  out.  A  battery  of  five  guns  on  the 
bluff,  75  feet  above  the  water,  commands  the  approach. 

IVirter  visited  Mobile  three  or  fom-  times,  and  each  time  went  down 
the  liarbor  and  back  in  a  small  boat,  carefully  examining  all  tlic  forti- 
iications  with  a  glass.     These  are  as  follows: 

(ioing  d<)wn  the  bay  on  the  right-hand  side  there  is  — 

First.  A  battery  at  the  li^t-house,  no  guns  mounted.  Porter 
iM-iieves. 

Second.  An  earthwork  below  the  light-house,  mounting  three  g»ina 
and  possibly  four,  open. 

Third.  Southeast  of  the  light-houao,  distant  perha|>s  a  mile,  on  a 
slioal,  an  open  buttery  of  three  guns. 
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Fourth.  Kasi  of  this,  distance  nprhnps  tlirec-quartors  of  a  mile,  a 
ver>'  strong  iron('la<l  battery-  The  main  channel  runs  between  this 
ftnu  the  last,  mentioned  (No.  M).  This  work  is  !>uilt  by  tJrivinjj  spiles 
in  the  shoal,  filling  up  with  earth,  briek,  etc.,  brought  down  in  scows, 
llpim  tliia  is  a  heavy  Limber  foiinilation  and  wall  oi  large  timbers,  with 
rnsomat<*s  for  tlie.  pms;  the  wliole  is  stronj^ly  eased  by  railnjad  iwm. 
There  were  C  j^pms  mounted,  and  one  easemate  besides.  The  guns  are 
of  the  largest  oaiibtT. 

Froni  tliis  battery,  with  a  wide  sweep  lo  the  soutli  and  west,  was  a 
line  iif  nbslrurliiMi^  arruss  tlie  ebannt'l  and  Ut  l!ie  west  .short',  willi 
only  one  itutlet  in  niid-ebaniiel.  Tliin  line  is  formed  of  spites  and 
sunken  vessels  tilled  with  brick.  Millions  of  new  briek  were  sunk  bere. 
It  strikes  the  shore  about  4  miles  below  the  citv.  The  narrow 
entrance  can  be  8e<>n.  as  the  spUes  lise  above  the  surface,  but  is  com- 
manded by  batleries  Nos.  3  and  4. 

Knows  of  no  channel  to  the  east  of  the  ironclad  liat  t^n*,  and  though 
he  found  more  than  III  feet  of  water  in  many  [daei'S  lliiuks  there  is 
none.  One  year  ago  Port-er  was  told  by  his  cousin,  a  soldier  in  Korfc 
Morgan,  thai  Kort  Morgan  had  1 15  gims  and  Fort  Gaines  15.  On  the 
Stli  mstant.  when  at  Mobile,  was  told  by  a  frientl  that  Morgan  nunmts 
125  and  (iaines  25  gims;  tliat  an  ironclad  battery  like  llie  one  above 
mentioned  is  being  ouilt  in  the  lower  bay,  and  that  land  fortilications 
enclose  Mobile  from  the  l)ay  round  to  the  river.  Knows  nothing  of 
the  truth  of  these  statements. 

It  was  also  stale<l  to  him  thai  tliere  had  just,  arrived  at  Mobile  fmm 
Knuland  a  large  steamer  with  S  Annstrong  guns,  one  mouutt'd.  ami 
witli  heavy  injn  plates  on  board,  but  not  placed  or  fastened. 

Shebad^run  the  blockade,  and  (iO  siiots  were  firwl  at  berby  thcfle«t, 
of  which  several  hit  Iut,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  two.  It  was 
reiK)rled  that  she  bad  nearly  her  whole  crew  sick  with  yellow  fever. 
With  reference  to  *he  {Msition  uf  troops:  Haw  General  l3re<'kiijridge 
and  about  :J,*MK)  men,  among  them  'MM)  Iri^itisiaua  Zouaves,  go  north- 
ward on  the  caix  from  Jackson  on  the  nijjht  ol  the  9th  iustanl .  Was 
told  that  he,  with  his  wliole  army,  was  giiutg  to  Kentucky. 

At  ('anxp  ^^K^^e  .lud<;e  Martm,  district  provo^t-niarshal,  was  in 
command,  l>ut  spoke  of  General  Kuggles  as  the  officer  to  whom  he 
should  telegraph  for  (jrilei-s.  Tlie  old  catiip  then  wils  perfectly 
deserted,  t<*nts  and  all  gone,  but  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tlie  depot  he 
saw  a  few  tenths;  not  intire  than  enough  h)r  three  c.»>inpanies  at  most. 

.\t  Ponchatouia  Jelferson  Thomnsim  has  a  eonmiand,  with  his  main 
force  aUtut  2,000  men,  olf  to  the  left  of  that  place. 

Thompson  himself  has  gone  across  tlie  Mississippi  into  Texas,  to 
place  his  children  with  relatives  lliere;  is  expected  oack  soon. 

t'rossing  at  and  below  Baton  Kouge  is  reported  to  be  irequenl. 

One  company  of  Tliomp-son's  force  Is  between  Ponehat^mla  and 
Manchac  bridge.  At  Pollard,  [Alabama],  ;W  miles  above  Pensacola, 
were  5.(HJ0  men,  including  Colonel  Hiinter's  cavalry  regiment,  a  Loui- 
siana regiment,  then  under  ordei-s  to  mai-cb  at  once  (September  5). 
Below,  in  Florida,  a  battalion  of  cavalry. 

Foun<l  great  precaution  taken  by  I  he  Confederates  to  prevent  any 
unreliable  person,  or  any  convovance  that  e<iuld  carry  a  letter  ((juot- 
ing  the  language  of  the  provost-marshal  at  Madisonville),  getting 
through  the  hues  to  New  Orlea*is. 
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At  tho  wharf  at  Hickox  station,  before  giving  himself  up  to  the 
pickets,  was  iiiformtHi  by  a  iiiati  livinj^  in  one  oi  the  houses  on  the 
wliarf,  which  ho  will  point  out  if  desii-ed,  how  to  escape  tlie  pickets 
and  get  into  the  city.  Tlircf  (ithors  who  croHsed  the  cape  with  him 
tried  it,  and  were  pointetl  out  to  him  by  Lieutenant  Jolinson  and 
arrestod  after  he  had  given  himself  up. 

Mr.  Porter  claims  to  have  been  always  a  Union  man,  to  have 
steadily  refused  to  j;ive  (ai<l]  to  the  Confederate  service,  and  to  have 
h"fl  thn  (\jnfriirraev  and  pa-nsed  our  lines  iit  somo  jh-HI  in  order  to 
avoid  service  under  the  rebel  flag,  having  been  enrolled  under  the 
conscrij)t  law.  At  Mobile  Porter  saw  one  vory  heavily  plHted  ram; 
plates  of  iron,  not  railroad  bare.  Saw  two  S-inch  guns  on  her  upper 
deck  between  the  wheelhouses.  but  thinks  she  ha.s  no  guns  inside. 
She  is  an  old  river  steamboat,  with  old  engines,  and  is  very  slow;  did 
not  mil  faster  than  P.  walked  along  the  wharf,  but.  her  j)lating  is  very 
heavv-  Tliere  are,  besides  this,  one  old  lopside-wheel  steamboat, 
cut  down  and  fitted  out  as  a  gunboat,  carries  5  guns  and  is  u  pretty 
fast  and  effective  boat,  though  not  iron  ca-^ed.  Be-sidefl  these,  two 
new  gunboats  built  at  Mobile,  called  the  (iaiius  and  Afortjati,  about 
ISO  feet  in  length,  pi-etly  fast,  and  mounting  10  guns  each,  appear  to 
be  S-inch  gnns.  Two  more  are  building  up  at  Si-lma,  which  appear 
to  be  nearly  done,  which  are  ir*ui-bnill  throughout,  of  12-inch  square 
timber;  sides  and  tops  are  to  be  plated  with  iron;  hcArd  they  were 
to  mount  two  guns  each ;  were  80  feet  in  length;  saw  these  buijding; 
weni  in  shape  thus  <  >,  sides  not  curving,  but  built  of  timbers 
dovetailed  at  the  ends,  shaped  from  the  front,  ar  near,  as  this  <'*'*^; 
believes  there  is  an  inside  shell  of  timber  in  form  corresponding  with 
tho  dulled  liucs;  were  calking  u  uiuuth  ago. 


ReptiH  of  Commander  AhUn,   U.  S.  Navy,  Tejrrrinff  to  the  proposal 
regarding  cupturf  of  Fort  iraiufs,  Ala. 

U.  S.  S.  RicnMOND, 
O^  MobiU,  SfpteuibiT  I4,  JS6S, 

Dkak  Admiral:  Your  note  of  yesterday,  together  with  the  men, 
came  by  the  Ktnnebec.  1  note  the  contents.  We  have  seen  only  one 
gunboat,  the  Oahus,  since  our  arrival.  The  Union  (sclioonor)  you 
speak  of,  Russell  tells  me,  lias  arrived  at  Pensacola.  Wc  shouldn't  of 
course  let  her  pass  with  anything  contraband  of  war  on  board  if  she 
had  the  permit  of  "  Gideon  "  himself.  1  like  your  idea  of  ttiking  Fort 
(laines  first,  which  1  think  can  be  done  without  much  trouble  with  a 
few  good  troops.  From  all  I  can  learn  there  arc  no  guns  at  Codar 
Point. 

We  beard  some  heav}'  firing  in  the  direction  of  t  he  t^>wn  last,  evening 
which,  from  the  long  inton'als  that  occurred,  was  thought  to  he  prac- 
ticing rather  than  a  salut-o. 

1  send  the  Winona  with  directions  to  coal  and  return  itiunediately. 
Mr.  Law  succeeded  in  repairing  the  Pinola  bj'  making  a  new  stem  to 
her  Kingston  valve. 

Do  you  think  our  storeshiiw  at  Pilot  Town  and  at  the  Head  of  the 
Passes  are  entirely  safe  from  a  rebel  rtiiil  /  I  have  tiiought  of  their 
expuidcd  uituutiuu  a  good  deai  ItLtety,  and  trusit  you  will  excuse  what 
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might  seem  on  thLs  occasion  rather  remote  from  my  particular  duty, 
i.  e.,  a  n'ferencf  to  the  subject. 

With  groat  respect,  1  am,  yoiu"  obedient  servant, 

Jah£s  Aloen. 
Admiral  Farraqut,  II.  S.  Navy, 

ContTixanding  U.  S.  Tilockatliritj  Fleet,  etc. 


Capture  of  Actin/J  VoiunUtr  LUutenant  KlHredtjf,  U.  S,  Naiy,  and 
boat's  crew  nt  Fiour  BiulJs,  tn'ur  Corpus  ChrUli,  Sepii-mber  14,  iS62. 

B«port  of  Aotiny  Mutsr  Liuidt,  V.  S.  Bar;,  oommaitdi&g  IT.  B.  bark  Arthsr. 

IT.  S.  Babk  jVRTni'^R, 
Oif  Arariftas,  Tfx,,  September  W,  1862, 

Sin:  I  wouhl  rpspeotfully  report  that  on  Simday  morning,  14th 
instant,  Tjiruti>miiit  Coinnniiuling  Kittrt'dKc  and  hisgig's  rrnw.  7  mm, 
wpre  sun>riscd  and  captured  by  tho  rebels  at  Klour  Blulfs,  12  miles 
fnmi  CV>rp»is  (-hristi. 

The  yacht  Conjvhtus.  schooner  Breaker,  and  sloop  Bellr  Italia  left 
here  fur  C-orpus  Christi  on  the  1  Ith  instant  tn  comnuiriiratc  with 
Judge  Davis's  family,  wlu>  are  l.'i  milf^s  from  the  latter  place,  it  being 
nere.'wury  to  obtain  pennission  from  Cieneral  Bee,  at  San  Antonio. 
The  interim  wa.s  u.'4ed  by  Ivieutenant  Kittredge  in  exploring  the 
entrance  to  Lagima  [i\c  la]  Madie.  lie  was  surprised  by  two  com- 
panies of  infantry,  who  had  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  troops  were 
9hel]t'<l  liy  the  yarht  and  tenders,  hut  their  effiirUs  were  iinuvathng. 
The  gig  was  also  eaplnred.  They  were  taken  to  Corpus  Christi;  the 
(Icet  retwrned  same  day  to  Aransas  Bay.  Tlie  next  ilny  Assistant 
Surgeon  Utmi  and  Master's  Male  Kevntjfds  went,  unch-r  (hvg  of  truce, 
with  the  yacht  to  Corpus  (.'hristi  an<l  were  allowed  to  pj  ashore  and 
communicate  with  Lieutenant  Kittredge.  lie  was  allowed  to  take 
what  chjlhei),  provisionn,  and  money  he  wished.  He  was  then  stay- 
ing with  Major  H<]hb)',  who  (.•omnianded  tho  forces  there  at  tlie  attack 
made  on  it  liy  this  fleet,  August  ll>  and  IK,  hut  has  betui  displaced 
by  Major  Gray.  On  tlie  16th  Lieulenant  Kittredge  was  to  have 
been  taken  to  San  Antonio.  Major  Ilnhhy  gives  assurance  he  shall 
be  treared  witli  all  the  deference  and  eourte^iy  due  his  rank. 

Mr.  Reynolds  reports  a  new  batl^'ry  there,  and  lestilies  to  seeing  6 
long  S2.S,  2  Mexican  24-pounders,  anil  0  brass  lieldpieces.  They  have 
been  increasing  their  forces  lately,  so  tliat  the  idea  of  again  attacking 
them  with  our  pi-esent  force  would  he  impracticable.  By  the  capture 
of  Lieutenant  Kittredge  the  ser^Hce  is  <leprivc<I  of  a  brave  and  good 
officer.  His  knowledge  of  the  intricate  inside  navigation  and  of  the 
topography  of  the  country  wjis  invaluable.  The  fullowing  are  the 
names  of  tlie  crew  captuivd  with  Imti:  Frederick  Williams,  co.x-swain; 
George  Clemett,  seaman;  Henn,'  McLean,  seaman;  John  F.  Reid, 
ordinary  seaman;  Daniel  Kennedy,  ordinary'  seaman:  James  Stuart, 
seaman;  iVlbert  A.  Butts,  lanrismaii.  The  following  arms  were  cap- 
tured with  the  gig:  Seven  Enfield  riJics,  muskets,  and  accoutennents; 
7  cutla.'ses.  7  boarding  jiistols.  We  learned  that  Wilson.  landsman 
(whose  capture  on  St.  Joseph's  Island  has  been  before  i-eportedj,  was 
takeji  by  twenty  cavalry  from  Saliiia  [Saluria  i],  and  that  he  is  now  a 
prisoner  at  Matagorda.     Under  my  cuuimund  the  Arthur  was  absent 
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at  Galveston,  to  land  a  lady  passenger  taken  in  the  prize  schooner 
Water  Witch,  from  Sfptend>or  11  t^  19. 

1  am,  very  respCL-tfully,  \'oiir  obe<lient  servant, 

W.  O.  LtTNDT, 

Acting  Master,  Commandijig  V.  S.  Bark  ArtJiur. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Karraqct, 

Commanding  Gulf  Squadron. 


Siport  of  Aeting'  VolDoteer  LieoteDsnt  Klttredge,  U.  8.  Navy,  lata  DommaDdiu^  IT.  8. 

bark  Arthur. 

U.  S.  Bark  .VjiTauR, 
Penmcola,  Fla.,  Octofn-r  I4,  1863. 

Str:  I  would  irsppcffuUy  I'oport  that,  after  the  receipt  of  your 
request  to  obtain  .hidee  Davis's  family,  on  tljo  12th  of  September  I 
pr*)f'OPdi'd  with  the  yacht  ^V;n/yj/ifw«iind  t  he  schctoiuT^rpaXrr  to  Corpus 
Chri>5ti  for  that  purpose,  landiMl  lunh-r  llaj^  i>f  tnice,  and  hati  an  inter- 
view with  the  coniiiiandinp  oliicer,  who  refused  to  Mi's.  Davis  permis- 
Rion  to  leave  Texas,  Uut  saiti  he  would  refer  the  matter  to  General  Bee. 
conimaiiilin^  llie  Division  of  Texas.  Got  underwav.  and  as  the  wind 
was  ahead,  and  we  could  not  po-ss  ihrouijh  Ibe  cut  int<»  Aransas  Bay, 
pro<^ecdcd  to  Flour  BlulT.s.  where  several  small  vessels  were  discovere<I, 
Was  joined  by  sloop  Jitlle  Itafia.  At  H  a.m.  Sutunlav  nit)rning,  l^lh 
ultimo,  as  these  vessels  were  tn,-ing  to  escape,  shelled  them,  but  they 
ran  into  Lafi;una  [<!e  la]  Madre,  where  we  eouhi  not  pursue  them. 
liurnlcd  und  rcconnoilerpil.  ami  took  three  prisoners  off  lu  tlie  yacht  t^ 
dftaiii  them  till  my  reconuoissnnce  wa.-^  comj)leted.  Sunday  morn- 
iuf!.  1 1th  ultimo,  as  the  wind  was  still  ahead,  I  remained  to  make  fur- 
ther examinntions.  Saw  two  armed  men  in  a  new,  unfinished  build- 
ing; tlu-cw  a  shell  to  drive  them  oH';  landed  with  my  boat  and  7  men, 
Willi  view  of  ascert^ininj^  if  more  force  was  present,  and  went  myself 
to  the  door  of  the  house,  belonging  to  one  of  the  men  captured,  when 
suddenly  1!)  nu*n  rushed  out  and  surrounded  me,  and  before  I  exiuld 
get  my  reviflver  from  my  l>elL  was  overpowered.  My  n^en.  being 
separated  from  mc  by  this  forre,daretl  not  fire,  as  1  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  rebels.  They  wore  captured,  and  we  were  taken  at  once  to 
Corpus  Cliristi.  and  from  tlierc  sent  to  (ieneral  llei^  at  San  Antonio 
for  iiis  action,  and  were  by  him  paroled;  also  the  men  to  be  sent  North 
to  be  excliangL*d. 

An  General  Bee  admitted  that  I  Inid  been  an  honorable,  although 
an  active,  enemv,  and  had  respected  private  property,  lie  sent  mo 
hack  to  the  AriTiur  upon  condition  that  m\'»elr  and  men  should  go 
Ni>rth  by  lirst  opportunity. 

I  have  to  report  tliat  I  have  experienced  kind  and  considerate 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  General  Bee  and  his  olliccrs,  and  my  men 
have  also  been  taken  gooii  care  of. 

Very  respectfufiy,  your  obedient  servant , 

J.  W.   KiTTRRIKlE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding,  U.  S.  Na\yy. 
Senior  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaoitt. 
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Bflport  of  Bri^dter-OenQral  Bee.  C.  B.  Annjr. 
TlltqiUS.  SUBMILITAKY  DiSTniCT  or  THE  Uio  Gkanije, 

San  Ajitnnio,  Tex.,  Septeviber  :i4,  li^f}^. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Kittredge,  t-om- 
inaiidin^  riiited  States  fleet  in  the  waters  of  Aran.suH  Bay,  arrived  at 
('urpus  C'hristi  under  a  llajr  of  truce  on  the  12t!i  iivslant,  asking  per- 
mission to  convey  thp  family  of  E.  J.  Davis,  a  renegade  traitor  of 
Texas,  to  New  Orleans.  Major  K.  F.  Gray,  commanding  at  the  post, 
recoived  the  ilag,  and  refusing  to  allow  Mre.  DavLs  to  comply  willi  the 
roqiii'st  nntU  permission  shoidd  he  received  from  lieadqiiartei-s,  noti- 
fied Lieutt^nant  KiJIredgt*  tliat  ten  days  would  flapsc  helmo  an  answer 
could  ho  given;  whereupon  Lieutenant  Klltn'dge  withdrew,  and  prtv 
ceeded  down  the  hay  some  !5  miles  toward  the  salt  works,  on  the 
I^ajxnna  de  la  Madre,     On  the  same  night  Major  Gray  dispatdied 


Captain  Ireland,  with  50  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  to  wateh  hia 

i proceedings,  accompanied  by  Captain  Ware  of  the  cavalry .     Captain 
retand  posted  a  portinn  of  nis  men  under  Captain  Ware  at  a  vacated 


house  near  (he  shore,  and  within  a  short  distance  of  when*  it  was  knuwn 
that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  anchored  for  the  night,  the  piece  of 
artillerA^  being  well  masked  in  the  sand  hills. 

Early  in  the  ensuing  morning  the  enemy  slifllcd  the  liouse  and  sur- 
rounding points  for  soiue  time:  ihrn.  the  griiuud  licing  apparently 
uiuM'cupied,  Lieutenant.  Kitlrcilgi'.  nccompanicd  Ijy  7  men,  hindeil 
and  approached  the  house.  Our  men  being cdnccaled,  tlie  adventur- 
ous lieutenant  fell  gracefidly  into  the  trap  set  for  him  and,  with  liia 
whole  party,  were  taken  prisoners.  The  report  of  Captain  Ireland  of 
this  well  concc'ived  and  successful  nlan  is  nercwith  enclosed  for  the 
informatiim  (if  the  general  cnminatining. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  as  s<kui  as  tlie  guid)oats  of  the  enemy 
became  aware  of  the  fate  of  their  olliccr  they  opened  a  rapid  lire  of 
shell  and  grape  on  the  command,  which  fell  alike  on  soldiers  and  pris- 
oners, hut  without  damage  to  cither. 

Major  E.  F.  Gray  iimnediately  forwarded  Lieutenant  Kittred(tt», 
under  escort  of  Major  Hobby,  to  this  place,  where  he  arrived  on  tlio 
20th  instant,  and  having  given  his  parole,  now  awaits  the  order  of 
the  general  commanding.  The  7  seamen  arc  also  en  route  to  tliia 
place. 

It  gives  me  great  saiisfadion  to  announce  this  creditable  S4*quel 
of  the  defcn.sc  of  CorjMis  Cliristi  by  the  captiu-e  uf  (he  bold  and  ener- 
getic h'ader  of  the  enemy,  and  the  end  of  the  campaign  fur  tlie  present, 
as  the  fleet  have  alt  retired  to  their  usual  place  of  anchorage  near 
Aransas  Bay, 

It  is  also  proper  to  slate  that  the  course  of  Lieutenant  Kittredge, 
while  for  many  months  in  conunand  i>n  our  coast,  has  been  that  of  an 
honorable  enemy,  and  us  such  iie  is  entitled  (o  the  consideration  due 
to  his  situal  ion  fiy  the  terms  of  civilized  warfare. 
With  great  respect, 

II.  P.  Bee. 
Bngmiier^eneral,  Prtjvisiomd  Arniy. 

Brigadier-General  P.  O.  Hubert, 

Comnuinding  Department  of  Texas* 
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B«port  of  Mioor  Ora^,  C.  B-  Army. 

Corpus  CiinisTi,  Tbx.,  SepU-rnhfr  W,  1862. 
Sni:  I  have  to  report  (liat  I  he  nxncililion  niuler  Captain  John  Irp- 
land,  of  wliich  1  notilU'd  you  in  rnv  last  rornnuinication,  has  riHurned 
to  this  plwe  .sucT.Ciwfnl.      Knclosod  I  forwanl  you  a  copy  of  his  ofTicial 
report,  which  will  ex]>Iain  itself.     ♦     *     * 

Major  Ilobhy  haa  been  tlirwted  to  atTXtnipany  Lieutenant  Kilt- 
riHijje  to  San  Antonio  nitd  to  lie  jjovemed  liy  your  further  direotions. 
The  other  prisoners  will  3)e  forwarded  to-niurrow  with  an  escort.  I 
enclose  you  Ijieulenant  Kittredjjes  parole.*  I  have  informed  liim 
that  ho  would  l>e  forwarded  across  tiio  lines  without  delay.  I  would 
most  respectfully  request  that  my  ossuranee  may  be  complied  with, 
or  ratlier  verifiecl;  yet  he  understands  that  everything  remains  sub- 
jee.t  to  y4>iir  d«'eisi(jn.  Afti'r  his  captm-e  I  communicated  with  lus 
VK'ssels,  under  flan  '^*f  truce,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  wearing  appand 
for  him  and  for  his  men,  wliieh  has  been  done.  I  consented  that  the 
vessels  should  a]>proach  and  retire  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

Everything  is  progressing  here  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I  hope  to 
send  you  additional  good  news  ere  long.     I  will  write  again  by  mail. 

I  have  the  lionur  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yom'  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  Gray, 
Major,  Comma nding. 
Brigadier-General  W.  P.  Ukk, 

Corndg.  iSubmilitanj  District  of  thr  liio  Orande,  San  AtUonio,  Tex. 

(Km-loann'.l 

Cottpus  Chkisti,  Tex.,  Sepiemher  15,  ISb'S. 

Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  Corpus  Christi  at  s  p.  m.  on 
the  1.3th  instant.  I  took  with  me  one  small  piece  of  Captain  [H.j 
Willke's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Johnson,  a  detachment  of  50  men 
from  mv  own  company,  and  Captain  J.  A.  Ware.  1  i>roeeeded  to 
Flour  filuffa,  L5  miles  south  of  this  place.  AiTive<l  tliere  at  1:30 
o'clock  same  night.  I  took  two  positions  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
enemy's  gimboatjs,  three  in  number.  At  one  place  I  stationed  Cap- 
tain Ware  with  a  detachment  of  20  men  and  the  other  I  occupied  with 
the  remainder  of  my  force.  The  positions  were  selected  witli  a  view 
of  commanding  the  chaTinel  leading  to  [Point]  Penascal  and  of  cutting 
ofT  anv  force  that  might  attempt  to  land.  After  throwing  a  number 
of  shell  at  some  unoffending  citizens  on  shore,  tlie  enemy  landed,  which 
he  effected  near  the  point  where  Captain  Ware  was  posted.  When 
the  enemv  were  withm  musket  range  Captain  Ware  advanced  and, 
without  firing  a  ^un,  captuivd  the  party,  consisting  of  Caplaiii  Kitt- 
redge,  conunamhng  bhx-kading  Ileot  off  tliis  coast,  and  7  of  liis  men. 
This  occurred  at  I !  o'clock  nf  tlie  14lh. 

It  now  l>tiing  certain  that  they  won  hi  not  then  attempt  to  enter 
Lagima  de  la  Madre,  and  there  being  nothing  further  that  I  coidd 
accomplish  by  remaining,  the  line  of  march  was  resumed  for  this 
place.  The  enemy  then  thi-ew  some  40  or  50  shells,  but  witliout  effect. 
I  also  captured  S  stand  of  arms— Enfield  rifles,  Colt's  six-slioot«r&, 
and  2  cutlasses. 

I  take  gieat  pleasure  in  calling\*our  attention  to  the  efficient  service 
and  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Ware,  who  obeyed  orders  with  alacrity 

•  Oniiltcd. 
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and  executed  th(*m  with  great  judgment.     I  desire  also  to  call  your 
attention  to  tlio  KuIInntrj'  of  Private  William  SafToId,  who,  in  person^ 
cupturod  t'ftptain  Kittredge.     1  have  also  to  acknuwltMl^e  valuable 
»fr\'it'oa  rendered  by  four  of  Captain  Ware's  eavalry  as  guides. 
The  enemy's  boats  inime<Hately  left  the  bay. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submiltod. 
I  uui,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Ireland, 
Captainf  Commanding  Expedition. 
Major  E.  F.  Gray, 

Comtnandin^. 


Beport  of  Brig«di«r-0«DBral  Be«,  0.  8.  AnB7,  forwarding  eaptnrvd  flog. 
Hl>QRS.  SUBMIMTARY    DiSTIlKT    OF   THK    RiO    CfRANIIK, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Sfptcnihtr  26,  IS62. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward^to  the  general  cornninnding 
the  Department  of  Texas  a  (lag  of  the  cneniv»  captured  by  a  <Iotach- 
Dient  oT  ConfctderatP  troops  under  command  of  Captain  Ireland  on 
the  waters  of  the  Corpus  Christi  Bay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  P.  Bek, 
BrigadUr-  General. 
Captain  C.  M.  M,\son, 

Acting  Assiniant  Adjutant-Gcnentl,  San  AnUmio,  Tex. 


Lfiter  jnmi  the  Secretanj  nj  the  Nniry  to  Floff-Officertt  FarratfjU  ami  Lanl- 
ner,  U.  S.  Navtj,  iransmitfina  copies  of  treatif.9  with  Venmark  and 
Great  Britain  retfardiixg  the  slave  trade, 

Natt  Department.  September  IS,  lSft2. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  several  copies  of  an  agreement 

entered  into  between  the  Govenunent  of  tlie  t.nited  States  and  that 

of  Denmark  in  relation  to  the  deUver)*  and  reception  at  West  Knd 

[FrederiokHtod],  on  the  island  of  St.  Crobc,  of  negroi's.  nmlattoes,  or 

Lpcrsons  of  color  found  on  board  vessels  seized  in  the  prosecution  of  the 

^slave  trade  b}'  the  commanders  of  United  States  armed  vessels. 

Tlie  Department  dii'ects  that  the  Lonunaiuling  ollicers  of  all  vessels  of 
the  Navy  who  rnay.  during  the  continuance  of  tliis  agreement,  capture 
vessels  engaged   in  the  f)rosecution  of  the  slave  trade,  eonfonn  as 
strietly  as  j)raetieable  to  its  provisions.     A  list  of  all  negroes,  inulat- 
tocs,  or  persons  of  color  dchvered  under  the  agreement  will  be  kept 
by  the  paymaster  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  vessel  making  the  cap- 
ture, and  the  conmiau<liug  officer  will  transmit  to  this  Department 
la  copy  ol  the  list  and  the  receipt  of  the  Danisli  officer  to  whom  the 
^persons  were  delivered.     A  list  and  such  other  information  as  may  !>© 
necessary  will  also  be  furnislied  by  the  commanding  officer  to  the 
V.  S.  consul  for  St.  Croix. 
1  tranamit  herewith,  also,  several  copies  of  a  treaty  between  the 


J 


206 


WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


United  States  and  Great  Britain,  conrlndod  April  7,  1S62,  for  the  sup- 
pression ot  the  African  sluvo  tradn. 

1  am,  respectfully,  yoiir  ol)t^iont  Horvant, 

GiPEON  Welles, 

iifeiTftfiry  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Adniirnl  0.  G.  Farkahit, 

Commauding  Went  Gulf  Iif(>chidin*j  Stptudn/u,  Pefi^tacofa,  Fla. 

Conmiodorc  «jAtf.  L.  Lakuneh, 

Vominandiriif  EaM  Gulf  Blochiding  Sqiiadrtm.  Key  West,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiml  Furra^ut,  U.  S.  Xnvy,  to  Commodore  Morris, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  generttl  matters. 

FLA(Jsini'  Haiitpord, 
Fevsacoh  Hoy,  Sfptenihar  lo,  tSGS. 

Dear  Ci>mmoim>kk:  I  recoivod  your  diapalchos  Uy  LicuU'nanl- 
Commandor  Law ,  of  tlic  C/iftoii.  I  tliiiik  you  are  right  about  the  hills, 
as  tlip  rp|>orts  are  of  such  u  disheartening  character  it  is  dilKcult  to 
know  what  to  du  just  at  tin's  time,  hut  I  ho\ie  that  they  will  all  prove 
false. 

I  have  received  llic  sick  and  murines  from  Pilot  Town  In'  the  Con- 
VfClieut  and  will  tiy  lo  rslaUlish  thriti  hero.  Y4H(  will,  th)  douht,  he 
able  to  get  your  sick  into  the  liospilaLs  in  the  city,  in  case  of  being  so 
unfortunate  as  i«  have  any  opideniic.  I  liin  glad  to  hear  (hat  your 
sliips'  crews  continue  lo  Ix?  healtliy.  We  are  all  jeniarkiihly  so  yet, 
and  the  weather  is  beginning  to  he  cool  and  pleflsant.  I  expect  1<»  si*e 
the  general  (Butler)  soon  to  make  arrangements  for  Mobile,  but  until 
we  hear  from  iionie  it  will  be  liai*dl3'  wortli  wlule  to  lay  plana  for  the 
futui-e  <iporalions. 

I  did  not  know  what  orders  to  give  voii  alxuil  (Commodore  Porler 
aft<'r  lie  n'ceived  his  priDHolion,  as  I  did  not.  know  whether  the 
Departuient  expected  him  to  givt*  up  his  <'ommand  or  not.  I  regret 
to  disupnoint  Mr.  Stillwell  of  mn  command.  Init  we  must  re8pe<'t  the 
rights  of  others  and  give  them  their  rank  as  vacancies  occur.  John- 
son, of  the  Tftinrs.see,  must  have  the  Itosca  if  he  wishes  her,  and  tliere 
are  several  others  senior  to  Mr.  Stillwell. 

Commander  Caldwell,  with  the  Fssejc  and  one  of  the  gunboats,  nmst 
go  up  to  thy  mouth  uf  Ked  Kiver  and  that  locality,  but  always  have  a 
gunboat  with  him  for  fear  the  KHsex  stiould  gel  on  shore,  and  also  to 
play  pilot-fish  !«  him.  it  was  a  most  cxlraordinarv  act  of  Porter's 
c<Mning  down  to  New  (_)rleans.  for  he  knew  he  eoiifd  not  carry  coal 
enough  lo  take  him  hack;  but  tlioy  do  anything  they  are  disposed  to 
an<l  appear  to  ^t  along  all  the  iK'ttcr  for  it.  His  report  of  liis  exploits 
exceeds  an\-llung  I  have  read  latelv. 

I  will  keep  yon  in  monev  if  tlie  department  keeps  me  supplied.  I 
sliall  write  to  General  Butler  by  this  opporttmity  t<>  inform  him  once 
more  of  the  conduct  of  his  deputies. 

We  took  a  vessel  the  other  day  cleared  from  New  Orleans  for  New 
York  with  salt.  coiFee,  and  iitm  plating  for  nmis.  She  was  doubtless 
hound  to  Pascagoula  or  Mobile  for  the  C(»n federates,  as  such  a  cargo 
would  not  be  sent  to  New  York.  She  was  cleared  hy  the  deputy  col- 
lector at  New  Orleans.  Alden  let  a  fellow  of  the  same  kind  go  because 
he  had  a  pass  for  Pensacoia  from  the  provost-marshal  at  New  Orleans. 
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He  pn>liahly  went  to  Pascagoula,  as  he  never  inailo  liia  appearance 
lien*.     The  vessel  was  the  schooner  Union. 

I  have  now  gnen  Drtiers  In  uke  evcrvthinfj  that  has  contrnbaud  of 
war  on  hoard,  and  to  send  them  in  for  "adjiidinition. 
V'ery  respect  fully,  your  uljcdient  sen  ant, 

U.  G.  FABRActrrt 

Urnr-Ailmirtil. 
Commodorp  II.  W.  Morris, 


Rfport  of  Rear-Admiral  FantigrU,  U.  S.  Nttpy,  retiutstimj  oittntince 

supplier. 

Flaoship  HaBTFORI), 
Pfnaa^nla  .Vary  Yard,  SepUmbcr  //J,  ISQii. 
Sir:  I  would  request  the  Bui-eau  not  to  send  mo  out  uny  more 
empty  shells,  hut  to  send  me  150  solid  Xl-inch  shot,  300  to  400 
IX-inch  solid  shot,  and  150  holts  of  one  and  a  half  diameters  in  lenjrth, 
as  I  think  that  they  ran  he  used  with  icivat  elTix-L  aguinijl.  ihe  enemy's 
ironclads. 

Very  respectfully,  ymir  ohedient  servant, 

ff).  U.  Karhaout], 
lifar-AdmirfU,  ('ominandhuj  Went  (lufj  Bfarhn/irKj  Squadron. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahuihkn, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordiiancr,  W'tshingiott,  D.  ('. 


Report  of  LuuUmmt  Roe,  V.  S.  Navy,  requeMintf  an  inivgti^tum  into 
^  the  charackr  and  conduct  of  the  steamer  Empire  PnriJth. 

LT.  S.  S.  GUXBOAT   KATAilUIN, 

Bonnet  CarrJ,  September  15,  ISSi. 

Sir:  I  resiMft  fully  invite  your  atlentinn  to  tlie  cose  of  the  Empire 
Parish.  'Phis  steamer  not  only  ohlains  rarj;o  hut  rurries  pii-vsengers 
up  and  down  tlie  eoust.  I  have  reason  tu  helieve  that  her  uiissions 
are  not  all  of  a  (>erreetly  loyal  character.  When  1  took  passaj;o  in  this 
steamer  from  New  Orh-ans  tu  Baton  Kouge,  the  ehief  enijineer  of  the 
vesw'l  expressed  a  wish  that  "  all  the  Yankee  vessels  mij;ht  he  sunk,'' 

This  WHS  said  in  the  presence  of  niatiy  respeetahle  witnesses. 

Two  of  her  pilots  were  stTcasionists.  A  few  days  ago  I  lired  a  shell 
over  her  to  hruij;  her  to.  as  agreed  upon  by  tlif  quartermaster  at  New- 
Orleans  and  Mr.  Rend,  one  of  her  owners,  and  she  refused  to  obey  the 
signal.  I  lired  two  more  sliots  aheati  of  her.  and  she  still  kept  heading 
toward  mv  vessel,  when  I  hove  a  shot  dirwtly  at  her  with  the  inten- 
tion i)f  sinking  hrr.  I  obsei*ved  one  of  the  same  pilots  at  her  wheel  uf 
whom  I  Itave  already  spoken.  He  ph>aded  ifrnorance  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  handling;  las  vessel.     This  is  j)ulpuhly  absurd. 

Yesterday  t  again  lired  to  bring  her  to.  when  she  delayed  so  long  to 
obey  tho  signal  that  I  was  upon  the  evd  of  sending  an  Xl-lnch  sTiell 
into  her. 

I  respcctfiUJy  request  that  some  investigation  may  lake  place  in  tho 
character  and  conduct  of  this  steamboat. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  KoK. 
liiculrnaiit ,  f'nmmnnding. 

Commodore  IIknry  W.  Morris, 

Commaudifig  NttmJ  Forces,  New  Orlenitt*,  (m. 
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Memorandnrn.  from  papers  of  fifi.nr-Admirnl  Farragvi,  U.  S.  Navy^ 
giving  informafion  regarding  Confederuif  x^tsseh, 

[Septrmbeb  15.  IS02.] 
Veitneh  nl  Havana  for  Confederate  potis. — Gtinln)ul  Orc/o,  or  J,90, 
undor  EnpHsh  rulorh;  Alice,  formerjy  Mato^orda.iSiG  Urns  (has  run  the 
bltK'katle ttf  Mobile).  C<»ltv  mastor;  (teneral Uusk\  1 17  *ons, Confederal?, 
cleared  fnr  Na.ssau,  Davidson,  nia.sler:  C'aiijontia,  AGii  tons.  Con- 
feiierat**,  rlnared  for  Mataniora.s.  Porter,  nuistpr. 

Vessels  loadintf  in  Havana  fnr  Confederate  ports. — Stoamors  vIW^otmi, 
670  trins,  Confodcrat*.  Forbes,  master:  .Iw-s/w,  003  tons.<LV>nfpderat«, 
Fuwler, masti^r;  W. G. He^iu n,7(i7  tuns. Knjjlisli, Sniitli, master; ^?/a»/iV, 
623  tons, Confederatp, Sniit Ii ,  riuuster.  Scbooiiors  f. P.  Kmipn.  lOS tons, 
Ensjlisli.  cleared  for  Matauioras.  Lavert}',  master;  Kxcet,  51  tons, 
Kn<;lisli,  up  for  Nassau.  Watkins,  master:  Imhcl,  91  Ions,  English, 
Laurent,  master;  L'dhj,  G5  tons,  English,  Williams,  master;  Surprise, 
80  tons,  English.  Pemre,  master;  If.  //.  Haker,  4i)  tuus.  Confwlerate, 
Banuir.  master. 

rf.vA«/.v  Unvivg  England. — The  new  tmd  very  fast  English  serew 
steamer  I/nrrlet  Pinchiet/  (5ll,Vr,)  may  soon  he  expeele<l  on  our 
coast  wit.h  a  larpc  and  valuable  ear^^o  of  arms,  amnninition,  etc.  The 
folUtwing  is  a  description:  EnL'ines,  00  horsepower;  one  deck,  two 
mast-s.  brig  rig.  elliptic  stern,  clench  build,  no  gallery,  no  head,  iron 
franio.  Date  of  register,  July  24.  1S62.  The  steamer  Agripnina, 
with  infernal  iiiaohines,  and  screw  steamers  ^unhnnn  and  Oladiaior 
ai-o  also  expected  on  this  coast  with  valuable  cargoes. 


Order  of  Rear'Admiral  Farrngui,  U.  S.  Nai^f,  lo  Lieutenant  Kitlred*ie, 
U.  S.  Nai>tf,  regarding  exchange  of  primncrs  and  dispontion  of  pnse 
schooner  Water  Witch. 

FLA(iSllll>   nAHTI-X)Rn, 

Penmetda  Bay,  Septanhfr  16,  1S63. 

Sra:  You  have  permission  to  make  exdmnge  only  of  those  prison- 
ers captured  from  your  vessels  foi  those  that  you  may  have  captured, 
and  will  rejwrt  tlie  names,  etc.,  to  me. 

You  will  send  the  prize  schooner  Water  Witch  to  tins  place  if  she  has 
not  been  sent  north. 

You  will  also  send  the  Arthur  hero  for  such  repairs  as  she  may 
require. 

lour  operations  against  the  rebels  give  mc  much  gratiJieation. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  FARRAGtTTj 

Bear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  Western  Qvlf  Hlockdg,  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commnnding^r  W.  KrrmEDQE, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Nai^  Forces,  Aransas  Bay, 
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Capture  of  ConjederaU  HCiumrifr  Relndrrr.  or  JvjJ  ffrnnji,  Srpltinfurr 

17.  ise-^. 

B<pon  of  Aeting  Matter  D'Oyley,  V.  8.  Vmvy,  coxamunding  U.  8,  bsrk  WilUaoi  Q.  AndvriOB. 

U.  S.  Rakk  W.  Ci.  Anheuson. 
At  Sea,  Lot.  :7**  03"  N.,  Long.  O.r  U*.,  SrpUmhrr  /<S',  /A'ftW 

Sir:  I  Iiee  Ui  tnuisniit  to  y<Hi  the  follnwinji;  jwcount  relating  to  the 
ficiziire  of  tiie  rtilwl  scfuxmcr  Reindeer  by  this  vi'ssol  under  my  roni- 
mand. 

At  dayli{?ht  yoalerday  nioniin^'  a  sail  was  discovereil  from  I  lie  niast- 
heail  about  lo  miles  disttinl.  direelly  tti  winilwanj.  TIk*  wind  wn.s  so 
\\\*\\\  llittt  at  'J.  o'tloek  p.  in.  I  had  ne«r('<l  the  stranj^er  only  about  1} 
miles  and  there  was  cvrry  appi-aranre  (»f  a  [wrfeet  ralni.  I  there- 
fore di'leriiiined  (ihniij^h  tin-  chase  was  not  in  sight  from  the  deek) 
to  endeavor  to  ovcrlianl  lier  with  my  liuut^.  Aet-urdingly  two  boal.s 
were  armed  and  e(|uip|>ed  and  at  2:;u»  p.  m.  sh<ived  o(T  fnmi  this  vessel. 
At  I  o'clock  thi.s  morning  one  of  them  returned  with  the  eaptain  and 
aupereargo  of  the  prize,  wliieh  proved  ttt  he  the  sehooner  iichulcrr, 
witli  a  eiimt  of  2.S,s  hule.'s  of  cotton.  From  llie  captain  (who  was  veiy 
closeinoutlied)  I  learned  tliat  tlie schooner  left  Brazos  |Santiago'<],  Tex., 
on  the  evening  of  lite  1  otli  in^^tant  wiihonl  pafKM-s  {>r  ttny  kind,  hut 
sailing  under  the  "Confederate  Hag,  "  and  that  he  was  bound  to  any 
neutral  port  that  miglit  be  fuuml  most  convenient;  buyoiid  wluch  1 
could  obtain  no  information  from  hun. 

I  have  plaeed  Acting  Miustcr  iS.  |A.]  Withinglon  in  charge  of  the 
prize  with  a  crew  of  'J  men  and  ordered  Idm  to  pnK-eed  to  Key  Weat. 

lu  the  two  last  comnmnieations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
addressing  to  yourself,  dated,  resjpeetively,  August  lil  (relating  to  the 
seizure  of  the  schooner  LHhf)  an<f  September  4  (relating  to  the  seizui'e 
of  the  schooner  ThFrcm),  the  weather  at  both  ilatcs  being  sueh  a.f  to 
give  me  no  Uttle  uneasiness.  I  was  much  hurried  in  my  endeavtirs  U> 
get  tilt'  prizes  away  without  delay  and  omittec]  to  font  anl  a  list  (if  my 
(»nieei'san<]  erew.  I  have  eni'losed  su('h  n  list  herewith,  and  the  namefl 
and  rates  therein  contained  are  those  of  the  oHieei's  and  nn-n  entitled 
to  share  in  the  three  prizes  named  below. 

Schooner  LUhj,  eaptureil  August  'M.  lNtl2;  w.hooner  Tlirrrttn,  caj>- 
tured  September  4,  I.SG'J;  schooner  Reindeer,  rapturcMl  Septendier  17, 
l.Sl>2. 

I  am.  sir,  verv  respecLfully,  vour  obedient  wMvaiit, 

N.    I)*)YI.KV, 

Acting  Alaxter,  Vommanding. 
Hon.  Oii>EoN  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  tftt  Navrj,  Wiifihingtx>n,  D.  C. 


Addltloiitt  rvport  of  Acting  Hsater  H'Ofity,  U  8.  Nary.  commanAin^  V.  8  bark  WUliun 

0.  Anderson. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Axdehson, 

OjJ  t'nmirnJa,  October  17,  1862. 

Sm:  On  my  arrival  hcrtv  under  date  October  3.  I  reported  to  you, 
amono^st  other  prizes  captured  by  this  vessel  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, the  schooner  Rfund^^cr,  or  Jeff  Davus,  with  a  cargo  of  288  bales 
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jotton.  T  liavp  this  i!ay  rccolved  a  letter  from  Acting  Master  With- 
iiiRton,  tho  oiFu^er  in  ^iliiir^r  nf  tliat  ]>riw.  informing  nie  t.lmt  Hft*r 
partiui^  cotnpftiiv  he  fouii<l  hor  to  Iio  loakinj;  ImwIIv,  and  that  during 
tlio  foll4>vvin2  efghtocn  days  ho  oiicoiiiitored  a  succession  of  strong 
advorso  wind.-*,  whicli  causnd  tho  leak  to  increase  so  a«  to  keeji  both 
punips  constantly  going.  Under  thcHe  circumstances,  and  the  wind 
being  still  easterly,  he  decided  U)  give  up  attempting  1-^)  reach  Key 
West,  and  keep  the  schooner  away  for  the  South  West  Pass,  where  ho 
aiTivcd  on  the  0th  instant,  and  rcj>orted  to  Captain  11.  \V.  Morris, 
by  \vhf>JO  orders  ho  lias  since  i>een  guided. 

As  in  the  (raso  of  other  prizes  cant  iired  by  tins  vessel .  1  .sent  my  exec- 
titive  officer  on  hf>ard    the  JeiJ  Lfovin,  instructing  him  carefully    to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  vessel  and  licrnppaiTl,  with  the  view 
to  ascertain  if  anydefect  existed  which  needed  to  he  remedied  before  1 
f  finally  plac<>d  her  in  chaise  of  tho  prize  master.     No  snch  defect  waa 
discovered  byeitbeiof  tbeseofficers,  though  tho  prize  i*enminod  incom- 
panv  over  twenty-four  hours  after  her  capture,  and  1  liave  therefore 
no  Jotibt  that  her  inability  1o  contend  with  rough,  weather  arose  from 
the  lightness  of  the  material  and  insuiiicicncy  of  the  fast-ening.>  used 
in  lier  constniction.     Tho  vessel's  hold  being  hdl,  and  her  deck  cov- 
ered with  cotton,  these  faults  were  not  hkely  to  become  apparent, 
except  in  heavy  weather  or  after  she  was  discharged.     1  triercfore 
^tru.styou  will  const<Ier  her  having  failed  to  reach  her  destination  t«J  \te 
-a  misfortune  arising  from  no  neglect  on  my  part  of  due  caiv  for  the 
[ safety  of  the  prize  crew  and  the  property  under  their  charge. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

N.  D'OVLEV. 

Actiiiij  Mastf.r,  Ctfrnmanding, 
Rear-.\dmiral  D.  G.  FAiiRAnir, 

Commanding  Westcini  G-ulj  Blockading  Squadron. . 


X«pcirt  of  Acting  Hoster  WiUitng-ton,  TT-  S.  Wavy,  in  obarge  of  priw, 

U.  S.  Ship  Pampero, 

S&uih  West  Pass,  off  Piiol  7'o?rn,  La.,  Ociohfr  ^3,  1S62. 

iin;  T  hrvo  the  honor  to  forward  fnjiu  tliis  station  the  dispatches 

vr  Af^tin^'  Mnster  N.  D'Ovley,  ccniinumtling  U.  S.  ship  WilUtim  Ander^ 


•  ^on,  havini^  been  obligcif  t<>  come  here  on  iicconnt  of  heavy  stress  of 
weatiior;  and  the  vessel  leaking  hudly  and  cargo  damaging  rapidly 
it  h*s  ber^n  plucod  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Pampei'o  and  will  be  sent 


maging  rap 
1  win  be  i 
senior  ollicer 


north  the  first  opi>or(nnity,  by  order  of  Captain  Smith, 
commanding  at  Now  t>rleans. 

yim,  sii",  very  resjtectfullv,  3our  obotliont  servant, 
Sl'.MNER    WiTniXGTON, 
Aeiiruj  Master,  in  charge  of  Prise. 
rlDGON    WrLLKS, 
crctary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Additiuud  npart  of  Acting  Hoiter  D'OyUy,  0.  8.  Rsvy,  commanduig  V,  B.  bark  WlUiaiB 

0.  iJiderMK. 

U.  S.  Ship  William  0.  Anderson, 

Pemat^ola,  December  I,  1862. 

Sir:  Referrinp  to  my  commiinicfttion  datoJ  September  IS,  1802,  in 
which  I  iut'ormed  the  Deparlmeut  of  nij  having  seized  the  rebol 
stliuoiiLT  Rein^htr,  with  a  ciir^  of  2SS  halns  of  colLoii,  I  beg  leave 
further  to  rei>ort  in  reltition  to  tlial  capture,  that  after  parting  com- 
pany from  thLs  sliip  t!ie  prizt*  arhooner  eneonnirnul  a  succession  of 
btnjnj;  adverse  winds,  wluch  caused  her  to  leak  su  freely  that  it  was 
with  dilUculty  site  was  kepi  fi-oni  filling.  Under  thes<^  cji-ciiin.stance.s 
the  prize  miu^lcr  deemed  it  expedient  lo  kee[>  awny  for  the  South 
West  Pass,  wlitre  lie  arriveil  on  the  9th  October,  and  anrhoring  the 
prize  u(T  Pilot  Town,  pmeei'ded  to  New  Orletins  and  reported  to  the 
senior  oflicor  present  (Captain  \y  Smith),  by  whose  order  the  cotton 
was  dUchareed  into  the  U.  S.  sliip  Pampero,  and  a  survey  held  on  tho 
schooner  which  decided  her  lu  he  unfit  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  and 
not  worth  reuairmg.  Subaomienlly,  by  Captain  Smiths  order,  the 
cotum  wfl-s  placed  on  boanl  the  11.  S.  bark  Kuhn,  in  which  vessel  ib 
arrived  hen\  With  the  consent  of  the  senior  ndicer  present  (Captain 
R.  B.  Hitchcock),  I  have  caused  it  to  be  tmnsferretl  U)  the  bulk  Kate 
StamUr,  a  vessel  vmiler  Oovermuent  monthly  charter,  and  about  to 
proceed  lo  Xew  Voik. 

Tho  cotton  is  in  chai'ge  of  Acting  Master  S.  Withington,  one  of  tho 
ollicers  attached  to  thiti  ship. 

The  master  of  the  Kate  SiamUr  having  refused  to  receive  on  board 
his  vessel  the  priaoners  retained  as  witnesses,  they  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  jir^t  United  States  sl^-amer  from  hence  to  a  Northern  port. 
I  auij  sir,  very  i-eapectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  D'OVLKY, 

Acting  Master t  Comnuinding. 
Hon.  G-  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  oj  Rear- Admiral  Farnupit,  U.S. Navy,  regarding  repairs  to  vessels. 

No.  205.]  FT.AosniP  IlAiiTF<im), 

Pensacola  Bay,  Septetuhfr  IS,  tSSS, 
Sir;  T  am  compelled  at  last  to  .send  the  IrotpioU  home,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed  survey.  The  expenses  at  New  Orleans  are 
s*>  hen^T  tlmt  1  have  conehnled  it  would  save  both  time  and  monev 
to  send  ner  north,  mure  especially  aa  her  boilers  are  at  tho  New  York 
navy  yard. 

Tliis  makes  three  steamers  and  two  saiHng  veKsets,  and  Captain 
Walker,  of  the  f)e  Soto,  is  ur^inj;  that  his  vessel  should  go  north,  but 
I  have  delennined  to  repair  her  at  New  Orleans  if  possible. 
Very  rcspcctfiiliy,  yoxir  obedient  servant. 

D.  it.  Farracutt, 
Re^r-Admirai,  Comdy,  WtHtem  GuLj  Blockdg.  Si/uadron. 

Hon.  GiDKoN  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Navy,  Washitt.gl(yny  D.  C. 


212 


WEST  GITLF  BLOCIC^DTNG   SQUADRON. 


Iit^tnictions  of  Comnwdore  MorrMf  U.  S.  Naiyy,  to  Lieutenant  Roe^ 
V.  S.  Naiy?/,  rotrimaiidln^  U.S.  S.  Katuhdin,  regarding  dutiee  to  be 
perjorrned  in  thr  Mistrissijtpi  River. 

SEPTEifBEn  IS,  1862. 

TdU  are  to  consider  it  a.s  your  first  duty  to  coiiperal*  witli  the  army, 
afTurding  iliom  al!  tfio  aid  and  protection  in  your  power  in  currying 
oil  operations  >ijiailisl  the  enemy.  You  are  also  to  seour  the  river, 
disperse  any  of  the  enemy  tliat  you  may  see.  and  pi*cveDt  them  frcnn 
ereetinji  batteries,  as  far  as  practicable.  You  ai*e  to  give  convoy  and 
protection  to  merchnnt  .steuniei-H  un<!  army  trausporU  up  and  dowTi 
the  river,  when  it  dues  not  interfere  witli  tlie  otlier  duties  aJwve 
ttpecihei),  and  to  protect  tliem  in  taking  in  ami  discliarging  their 
curjiiK's. 

Should  tlic  soUliei-s  on  board  the  army  transjiorts,  us  well  as  the 
rrews,  [ii«  guilty  of  pilhxgo  on  shore  whilst  engaged  in  their  rluties, 
yiHJ  arc  not  on  tliat  accoimt  t(j  williilraw  yoiu*  vessels  and  leave  them 
uupnitected  and  liable  to  capture  by  the  enemy,  but  you  will  re[Hirt 
all  the  fftcla  of  (be  pillage,  specifying  as  nearly  as  you  can  the  partic- 
ular troops  engaged  in  it,  the  locality  of  it,  tlie  munes  of  the  ownera 
of  the  houses  so  pillaged,  and  sucrh  oliier  details  as  voU  nmy  be  able 
to  collect,  in  order  to  euul)lc  Cleuerul  Butler  to  eiiqurre  into  and  pun- 
ish tlie  guilty  parties.  I  do  not  consider  that  the  mere  presence  of 
the  gunboats  will  involve  them  in  a  suspicion  of  being  participator 
in  such  lawless  acts;  but.  were  such  suspicions  entertained,  the  duty 
of  prulcctiiii;  tlie  transports  must  lie  continued;  because  such  duty 
is  puraiuouut  to  all  oilier  considerations.  In  n'jKirting  the  pillaging, 
1  wish  you  to  confine  yourself  to  a  plain  narration  of  the  facts,  without 
using  liarsh  terms  such  as,  '*  brutal  outrages,"  '"  wanton  and  malicious 
desti-uction  of  property,"  and  the  like.  It  embarrasses  nie  in  br'uiging 
the  pillaging  to  the  oHicial  notice  of  General  Butler,  as  it  gives  him 
caib«^  to  be  offended  by  the  useof  wucli  Unguage  in  all  oilicial  dispatch; 
uLso.  the  feelings  uf  indignation  which  such  pillaging  causes  you  to 
feel  had  bett<ir  not  be  expressed  in  vour  ullicial  report. 

n.    W.   MOKRIS. 

Lieutenant-Commander  V.  A.  Uoe, 
Conxdg,  V.  S.  S.  Katahiin,  M  isiiHsippi  Rii:tr,  ahm>e  New  Orleans. 


Order  oj  Rear-Admirfii  Farragut,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris, 
if,  S.  Navy,  reyardtng  the  twc  of  foreign  pngx  an  a  means  of  pn 
Uction. 

FLAOsnir  ILartford, 
Pen-sacola  Bag,  Stptemhir  10.  lS6ii. 
Sir:  I  perceive  from  the  reports  of  the  ollicers  oommandiug  in  the 
Mississippi  that  a  large  number  of  French  (lags  are  ilisplayedon  the 
houses,  etc.,  on  that  river-  At  lir^t,  when  these  (lags  appeared  but 
to  a  limiU'd  extent.  I  tt>ok  no  notice?  of  them,  but  the  evil  is  so  greatly 
increased  that  I  now  dwm  it  expedient  to  stattr  that  no  French  or 
other  f()r('igu  (lagri  arc  to  br^  regarded  as  a  legal  ju'otection,  or  to  be 
allowed  on  any  buildings  otner  than  those  used  for  consular  and  other ^ 
rei>ru!ieutativo  purposes.     There  arc  but  two  Hags  recognized  in  this 
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country — our  own  and  that  of  the  enemy,  wUich  latter  we  are  to 
deliver  our  fue  at  wherever  fimnd. 

Very  respeelfully.  your  obcilient  servant, 

T).  0.  FAimAurx. 
Hear-AdmiraJ,  Comdg.  Wefttei'n  OvIJ  lifochig.  Squadron. 

Commodore  IT.  W.  Murri.s, 

Cwumaiuling  NatHxl  Forcev,  M  ififtisttijtpi  IHwr. 


Ordfr  of  Jimr-Admiml  Farra^ut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  lienshaw, 
V.  S.  iVai>y,  comtitandifiy  Mortar  Flotilla,  to  procetd  down  the  coa^t 
oj  Texa^t. 

KlAOSHIP    riARTHJUD, 

Pensacoh  Hoy,  Septetnher  19,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  your  vrasels  are  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to 
Ship  Island  and  coat,  and  if  tliere  is  a  vessel  ther<\  or  af  the  iiioutli  of 
tlif  Mississippi.  I  hill  hiis  the  privili'^i-  of  piinj;  U\  uniithcr  port,  you 
will  diri'fl  her  tu  prm-vtMl  to  Ciulvrston  wilh  you.  to  replenish  your 
coal  ttt  that  plnre.  Leave  the  dacktfou  in  Mississippi  Sovind  fttr  the 
prevention  oF  vessels  passing  through  Grant's  Pass  and  running  in 
the  sound  cenuraily. 

You  will  proceed  down  the  cofust  of  Texas  with  the  other  ve&sels, 
keeping  a  {^ood  lookout  for  vessels  running  l-he  blockade,  and  when- 
ever you  think  you  can  cuter  the  sounds  on  the  coast  and  destmy  the 
tomjioran,'  defenses,  you  will  do  so  and  gain  the  command  o?  tho 
inland  navijjation.  (lalveston  uppeui-s  to  Ite  tlie  port  most  likely  for 
you  to  be  able  to  enter,  if  tlie  fortb  a-re  not  too  foruiidable.  I  do  not 
wish  you  to  inlerfere  uilh  tiio  ofhcers  now  operating  inside,  unless 
you  deem  it  absolutciy  necessary  lor  the  <;ood  of  the  country,  in  which 
,  case  you  will  uso  yiAiv  discretion  as  commanding  or  senior  oflicer. 
Respectfully,  ek*., 

[1>.  O.  Fakuaout.I 
Bfar-Admiraly  C'omntandiug  Western  GuIJ  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  B.  Rensmaw. 

Commanding  Mortor  Flotilla. 


Report*  of  Commtindrr  WulKrr,  ('.  S.  .Vam/,  ffhnnff  notea  and  ohaerva- 
tion  upon  Galveston  and  coast  adjacent, 

Galveston  is  garrisoned  by  an  ailillery  regiment,  composed  of  men 
chie-tly  from  the  int4?rior.  'f  he  commanding  olfiex'r  is  Colonel  [Joseph 
J.]  Cook. 

If  Galveston  is  auarked  by  the  squadron,  it  is  from  Virginia  Point 
that  the  gi-eatest  resisl*nco  is  tfl  be  anticipated.  On  this  point  troops 
may  Ih?  speedily  assembled  b^v  the  Galveston  and  Houston  Kailroad. 
Along  this  roail,  between  Vu'ginia  Point  and  Houston,  are  posted 
about  a  tliousand  men,  and  near  Houston  are  posted  frotu  -liOOO  to 
5,000.     These  include  all  the  titiops  in  that  seetion  for  50  miles. 

Along  tiie  coast,  southwardly,  from  Pass  San  Luis  to  Corpus  Christi, 
arc  about  2,000  men,  chielly  mounted  rangers,  called  the  Coast  Guax'dj 
a  similar  body  of  men,  numbers  unknown,  are  on  duty  to  the  east- 

*Tb)s  paper,  witliuut  dnto,  wu  fmn»iiuitt«<l  Lo  the  J)rpMrtniciit  by  Kear-Admjral  Karra- 
giit  8anl«mW  20.  I KR2. 


214 


AVK8T  GVUr   BLOCKADIKG   SQUADRON. 


ward,  oxtendinR  so  far  as  I  know  to  Lake  Calcasieu;  Those  rangers 
coMslaiilly  transmit  intt'Uijr^MU'o  ol"  the  movemenls  of  the  Ijlocknmng 
sqimdruii,  and  iiccordiiijj  to  ciivuinslttnci^s  warn  oil*  or  fiicoiirajri'  ihr 
approach  of  vessels  engaged  in  violating  the  blfM'kade.  Iloncp,  unless 
when  vessels  of  the  blockading  squadron  are  anchored  close  in  tu  tlie 
porta  or  iidets  of  the  coast,  tliey  should  keep  out  of  sight  from  the 
laud. 

At  Brownsville  and  along  the  Kio  Grande  there  is  one  regiment  and 
two  or  thriH*  independent  companies. 

Tlin  possession  of  the  north  liank  of  the  Rto  Grande  for  50  or  100 
miles  would  he  to  our  (lovernnient.  of  immense  intporinnre.  for  this 
would  enable  ii  (o  eut  oil,  or  seriousiv  impede,  eoniinunieation  with 
Mutamoras,  the  eountiT  on  the  south  Imiik  of  the  river  being,  as  I  am 
infonued,  ver}'  diflicutt  for  Inmsportalion.  Tiieiv  is  nuieli  reason  tu 
believe  tbat  a  large  proportion  of  tlie  munitions  and  stippltes  of  all 
descri])tions  whieli  (ind  tneir  way  into  the  Southwestern  States  are 
i-eeeived  ihroiigii  Matanioras.  whence  thev  are  tlii'ou  n  across  the  Rio 
Grande  and  carried  by  tnuns  of  carts  anJ  wagons  to  the  nearest  rail- 
road. Nor  is  this  the  only  reason  for  <ut  t  inj;  (►flf  easy  eonnnuriitation 
with  Malaiuonis.  I  am  uifoinied  by  reliable  authority  tliat  ageuUs 
of  the  C^infederate  Government,  willi  pockets  full  oF  Confederate 
scrip,  are  constantly  pun'hasin<|;  in  Texas  largo  nnunmts  tif  cotton, 
which,  with  the  connivance  of  British  agents  at  Matanioi'as.  is  then 
shipped  as  British  propert}'  in  British  vessels,  and  thus  they  obtain 
the  means  of  paynieul  for  supplies  wliich  are  retumed  through  the 
sanu-  channel. 

1  was  picjiaring  a  drawing  to  accompany  this  paper,  but  must  now 
defer  it  till  the  next  steamer. 

I  am,  air,  reapeclfidlv.  vour  obedietnt  servant. 

'    '  .  W.  M.  Walker, 

Comtnantkr. 

Reai^Admiral  1).  G.  Farkauut, 

Cominaudin^  Wenterri  Gutf  filocl-adinti  Sqiuidron. 

P.  S.  —A  short  time  ago  I  liau  much  conversation  with  a  quarter- 
master on  board  the  linchrl  Seaman ,  whc»  has  had  mucii  experience 
on  the  bar  at  lialvoston.  lie  informs  mc  that  a  vessel  drawuig  over 
10  feet  is  not  safe  in  crossing  the  bar:  tliat  even  at  that  draft  vessels 
often  strike  beavUy. 

I  must  add  tlml  you  can  not  rely  upon  one  steamer  to  maintain  the 
blockade  oil"  Galveston.  If  two  sleaniei-s  approtuh  the  port  by  day 
one  of  them  may  certainly  nni  in,  and  on  dark  nights,  in  spite  of  all 
vigilance  that  one  ship  may  exercise,  an  enterprising  commander 
niav  tind  his  way  out. 

Y'ou  have  oidy  to  refer  to  the  charts  to  satisfy  yoiUTpolf  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  opunou. 
Kespectfully, 

W.  M,  W. 

Rejtort  of  Commodore  Porter^  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  Oie  posSMsion  by  iht 
enemy  of  tJtr  sir^/ial  hook  of  the  U,  5.  S-  WiHtral  Sumter. 

New  Yokk,  September  20,  iSeS. 
Sik:  From  circumstances  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  past  furtuight,  X  liave  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  signal  book 
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of  the  IT.  S.  gunboat  Sumifr  was,  prior  to  that  boat  being  destroyed 
by  the  rebels,  swiired  by  them,  as  well  as  the  private  journal  or  log  of 
Lieutenaul  Erbon.  The  latter,  I  know,  isiu  nosw^ssion  of  thecnomy. 
The  first  master  of  the  Sumti-T,  Mr.  Fl.  A.  Glassfnrd,  now  command- 
ing the  An</lo-Ameri-can  at  New  Orleans,  is  of  same  opinion,  and  this 
is  more  than  confirmed  by  the  admission  of  Gt)vernor  WitklifTe,  of 
Louisiana,  who  inadvertently  broaehed  the  subject  al  an  interview  he 
liad  rceently  with  General  RtUler  al  New  Orleans  and  at  wliicb  I  was 
present. 

Very  respeetfidly.  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 
f'ommrtdore,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Sectftanj  0}  the  Xavy,  WasJiuiffton  City,  D.  C 


Repttrt  of  Lieutenant  Roe,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Ote  occupation  and 
e^yacmitiou  of  [hnitthlffonfUle  hu  iroopa  under  Colonel  AfeMiVan, 
U.  S.  Arifty,  Septanbtr  •il-^4,  1S0J. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 

N ear  Doualdnftuv'iUr ,  Im.,  September  39,  1863. 

Snt:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  22d  instant  the  Katah- 
din  was  detailed  to  cx)ver  the  landing  and  the  occupation  of  tliis  place 
bA'  600  United  States  troops  under  the  command  ot  Colonel  McMillan, 
of  llie  Indiana  vohinteei-s.  On  the  same  day  a  good  deal  of  brisk  skir- 
misliinj?  took  place  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  The  occupation  c(nilinued 
until  tiie  24tn.  On  that  day  the  Colonel  sallied  out  to  engage  the 
guerrillas,  by  this  time  alwtit  1,000  strong,  and  furnished  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery.  A  sharp  engagement  ensued,  when  our  troops 
were  driven  hack*,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry  came  near  cutting  oil  the 
coiiunund  by  getting  in  tlieir  ivar.  In  the  meantime  the  Kntahdin 
opened  fire  and  drc»ve  back  the  enemy  into  the  woods,  which  were 
effectually  slielled  diu-in^  the  day.  1  have  sinc^  received  reports  that 
150  of  the  enemy  were  slain  by  our  fire.  Colonel  McMillan  evacuated 
Donald^ouville  on  tlie  evening  of  the  same  day,  and  retired  to  New 
Orleans.  By  this  time  (he  Ifasca  came  down  from  above  and  I 
deluiiH'd  her  witli  me  to  watch  the  town  during  the  night.  We  had 
no  further  onportunity  to  harass  the  enemy. 

This  whole  country  is  alive  with  troops  and  field  artillerj'.  In  a 
few  hours  the  enemy  can  muster  one  or  two  thousand  men  at  almost 
any  point  on  tlie  west  bank  of  the  rivej*  from  Baton  Rouge  to  a  (wint 
opposite  Red  Church.  These  troops  arc  not  all  composed  of  guer- 
rillas, but  regulars  and  militia  triH»]is  are  combined  with  them.  They 
are  exceedingly  vigilant  and  active,  and  we  have  information  that 
we  shall  soon  have  an  army  of  several  thousand  alon^;  the  west  bank 
of  the  river.  It  is  impossible  to  find  their  camps,  if  they  have  any. 
from  our  mastheads,  as  they  conceal  themselves  under  cover  of  the 
woods. 

All  was  quiet  at  Baton  Rouge  a  few  days  ago,  there  being  only  about 
400  troops  in  that  town. 

The  levee  has  been  cut  in  several  places  along  the  coast,  especially 
about  Donaldson ville  and  Bonnet  Carff,  so  as  to  form  embrasures  for 
£eM  guufi  aud  infautry. 
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Wo  have  had  report  that  Manclmc  ^^om\  was  to  be  fortified  with 
heavy  guns:  but  as  yet  I  ran  find  no  indications  of  it  after  most  carn- 
ful  exaniiuatioii.  S'hould  the  enemy  get  heavy  guns  at  that  point 
it  would  l)e  vpry  serious,  for  tliey  woliM  rake  a  }<unboat  sueii  as  ours 
for  5  miles  up  and  down,  wIktcus  they  couki  not  return  the  fire  dead 
ahead  or  astern. 

Our  iabors  are  very  arduous,  and  the  ino^^n.sing  activity'  of  the 
enemy  requires  a  eorivsponding  activity  np<tn  our  part. 

T  lately  arrested  a  planter  by  tlie  name  of  Brand,  living  oppositei 
Donaldsonville,  and  sent  him  to  General  Butler  as  j>ris(»ner  of  war. 
Hr  had  drclartxl  himself  an  cneniv  to  tlie  flag  (to  myself  and  offieers) 
and  used  defiant  language  to  ovir  tlovemment.  Ho  was  also  reported 
by  his  own  ser^  ants  as  engaged  in  getting  two  heavy  ginis  ready  to 
mount  to  ojM'rate  against  giinbouts.  1  regret  tlnit  these  guns  were 
not  looked  for  and  diseovered  by  the  army  force  wliile  occupying 
Donaldsonvillo.  and  I  profoundly-  regret  the  futile  efforts  they  made 
to  destroy  lIaIlH)ats  and  liulks  m  the  Bayou  La  Fourchc  and  some 
other  similar  work  1  snggestcfl  shotild  be  performed. 

I  earnestly  trust,  that.  General  Hntler  will  mve  us  a  regiment  or  so 
of  ^ood  lroo|)s  and  nllovv  us  to  clean  out  Donaldsonvnle,  which  I 
regard  as  tlie  piratical  resort  of  all  the  had  men  of  the  county. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youi"  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
LieuUnant,  Cmnmandmg. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoitt, 
Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  PeJisacola,  Fla, 
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Report  oj  Colonei  McMiUan.  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  expedUi^i  to  Don^ 
aldii&mnUe,  La.,  September  ^1-H,  186^. 

Camp  CAnRoi.i.TON. 

Srpffmbev  :i5JSe2. 

Sm:  In  theexeciilionof  yourorder  togo  toOonaldsonville  with  my 
re^ment.  I  was  cornjK'lle.d  to  go  to  Baton  Rouge  t^  find  a  gunboat,  the 
Sciota,  Itaaca,  and  Kotahdin  having  gone  up  to  that  place  on  Saturday 
morning  early.  I  gave  the  commanding  officer  the  order  from  Com- 
modore Xforns,  and  wns  nceompftnied  to  near  Donaldsonville  by  all  of 
them,  the  Srioto  going  to  anchor  a  few  miles  above  for  the  |in>lection 
of  the  steamboat  Ihervlfle,  ]oa<]ing  with  sugar  on  the  west  bank  ot  the 
river.  The  KaUihdin  anil  //«-srfj  anchored  opjxfsile  Donaldsonville. 
It  being  dork  when  we  arrived,  I  dceme<l  it  nruilent  to  wait  until 
moniing  before  landing.  Karly  Monday  mormng  I  lande<l  my  com- 
mand, and,  finding  the  rtbel  pickets  in  the  village,  I  followed  them 
closely  nearly  4  miles  down  the  bayou  to  where  they  wei-e  encamped 
in  sugarhouses.  On  our  approach  thev  scattered  among  the  cane  and 
ran  to  the  woods.  Finding  I  could  eltect  notliing,  I  returned  to  the 
l<iwn  with  a  few  blankets,  left  in  the  precipitancy  of  (he  flij^ht  of  the 
rebels.  I  leam<'tl  their  provisions  were  on  the  opposite"  side  of  the 
hayoii,  where  they  have  a  smnll  fortiiication  and  five  or  six  guns,  and 
use  the  sugar  warehouses  of  Aio  &  Cox  as  barracks.  On  yesterday 
(Wednesday)  I  determLued  to  see  what  was  the  slrentitli  of  theH* 
works  and  forces,  having  had  so  many  conHicLing  statements  iu  regard 
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to  their  numbers,  varyinj^  from  1 ,000  to  2.500.  I  was  met  by  them  witli 
one  6-pounder  pun  witliiii  I J  iiiiW  of  the  river,  but  I  only  allowed 
them  one  shot  by  nnsliiiif;  on  so  irtpiilly  as  to  coinnel  tv  hitsty  retreat  t-o 
save  their  gun.  They  oi)om'<i<)n  us  oner  more,  wlicn  I  bron*rlit'  two  of 
my  ^ins  into  battery  and  soon  drove  them  to  tht-ir  fortilieations, 
pushing  them  ra]>idly.  Wiien  within  700  yards  of  their  fortilications 
ihcy  opened  a  well-directed  fiiv  on  us  witii  five  guns^one  IJ-pounder, 
one  8-pouuder,  three  O-jJOundi^rs,  and  |n*Hm[js  one  ."j-poundt^r.  I 
unraediatidy  onlered  my  jjun.s  into  battery  and  rc>turned  tlieir  fire 
briskly,  but  finding  my  guns  ovennatrhed  I  determined  to  rhargo 
tlieir  forlifications;  hut  whilo  my  ivflicors  werr  making  thr  necwssui-y 
nrraiagenient^s  for  eniT\"ing  the  onler  out,  I  cHscovered  llunr  eavalry, 
under  commarid  of  Major  McTrVatci-s,  iibuut  half  a  mile  distant,  jiass- 
mg  rapidly  along  the  road  rut  through  llu'  woods,  back  of  the  held«, 

forallid  to  one  leatiing  to  the  rivi-r,  and  down  which  I  bad  marcht'd. 
immediat^'ly  tounternmnded  the  order  t-o  chargi*  ami  rctrati'd  my 
st*"!)**,  when  in  less  than  I K  miles  fnmi  the  river  the  ivbel  i-avalry  eom- 
menced  making  its  appearance,  having  emerged  from  the  woods,  bnt 
too  late  to  ambuscade  us.  They  pushed  on  and  got  between  me  and 
the  river,  but  only  to  lose  several  of  their  number  and  be  diiven  back 
at  double  the  speed  they  came  up.  I  then  rcturne*!  to  the  river  bank, 
with  mv  command  comfiletely  exluuisied  by  the  long  marcli  and  con- 
stant sTvinnishing,  freouently  going  at  <iou'»le  quick.  1  was  coni- 
pelled  to  halt  three  or  four  times  on  my  return  to  enable  the  men  to 
rest. 

We  took  one  prisoner  in  arms  and  the  town  assessor  and  brought  a 
few  of  the  citizens  as  refugees.  1  found  it  out  uf  mv  power  to  elTeet 
anything.  Kon^*  and  transnortation  sullicient  to  foUow  on  dt>wn  tlie 
bayou  to  Xapoleonville,  Tnibodcaux.  Tenre  Ronne.  etc,  and  ii.s  I 
learned  that  the  Spanish  refugees  preferred  remaining  and  lighting  the 
rebels  >/  la  mode  Seminole,  1  resolved  to  return  to  this  camp. 

My  loss  was  one  (Lieutenant  Harding)  missing  and  one  artillerist 
slightly  wounded.  Kebel  loss  could  not  have  been  less  than  *iO  or  -10. 
Some  of  the  citizens  reporteil  it  much  greater.  I  captured  a  few 
horses  only,  there  being  but  few  left  by  the  rebels. 

I  liavo  the  honor  to  be,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Jas.  W.  McMii.t^n, 
Colonel,  Twenty-fir^  Indiana  VoIunU^Ts. 

Major  Geobge  C  Stiiono,  A.  A.  G., 

Deparimtni  of  Ute  Chilj. 


Natntl  operations  in  the  mciniiy  oj  SaJtine  Pass,  Septrrnber  2i  to  October 

l»,  1862. 

Baport  of  Acting  Ihiler  Orockvr,  TT.  8.  ITmTy,  oonuiunding  17.  8.  8.  Eoniioifton. 

U.  S.  S.  KEVaiNdTON, 

_  0^  Calcasieu  Lake,  La.,  October  2,  1863. 

SiK:  T  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  success  of  our  e.\])edition 
to  Sabine  Pass.  The  town  is  in  our  |K)Sse.ssion  and  the  battery  (con- 
sisting of  four  guns,  two  of  8,000  pounds  and  two  smaller)  entirely 
destroyed  witiiout  the  loss  of  a  single  man  ou  our  side. 


218 


WEST  GULF  BLOCK.\DING   SQUADRON. 


The  stcamor  Kenmngtc^n  and  schooner  HacJwl  Heaman,  under  my 
coniniaiitl,  arrived  oiT  Sabint'  Pass  on  the  morning  of  the  '>'M\  of  Sep- 
U'niUcr,  wlierc  thu  mortar  scliooner  Henrxj  Janes,  PonningUm,  com- 
manding, was  found  ut  anchor.  I  proposed  to  him  to  join  the  expe- 
dition, whicii  he  did,  and  we  altompted  to  j)asa  the  bar  that  night,  but 
did  not  succeed.  The  next  day  wn.s  calm  until  nearly  night,  when, 
w  ith  a  HgWt  breeze,  the  two  schooiiei-s  having  on  hoard  a  strone  party 
finm  the  Kamttyto/t,  attempted  to  cross  the  bar,  in  which,  after  the 
greuU'st  exertions,  the  l^aihel  Sianutu  only  succeeded.  The  next  dav, 
with  nil  (he  bonis,  the  Iltitn/  Jtintu  wan  Wedged  over,  and  both  vesstMS 
inunedialely  took  iiii  a  jM».sUion  to  utLac-k.  The  battery  opened  on 
us  with  vigor,  bul  the  snells  and  rilled  shoty  from  our  vessels  over- 
powered their  iire  and  tliey  ceaseil.  That  night  I  led  a  boat  expedi- 
tion up  the  pass  to  attack  them  in  tlie  rear,  but  before  we  got  ditten- 
tangled  from  the  reefs  and  got  into  position  the  batter\'  wjus  evacu- 
ated. The  next  morning  the  sdiooners  moved  un  to  the  batter)'  and 
entirely  destroyed  It,  while  I  recpived  the.  surrender  of  tlie  town. 

1  rail  not  cifnuneud  too  liigbly  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  conmiand.  Tliey  were  all  eager  rivals  for  every  post  of 
danger  or  difficulty  and  fully  maintained  the  enviab'e  renututinu  our 
Navy  ha.s  already  estublished.  1  desire  to  make  especial  mention  of 
Acting  Master  L.  W.  PenningUni.  commanding  the  mortar  schooner 
Ihhnj  Jnnett,  for  tt>  his  pei-severance  and  energv'  in  getting  his  vessel 
over  the  bar,  and  his  skill,  courage,  and  coolness  in  fighting  her,  the 
exjiedition  is  nuiiuly  indebted  for  its  complete  and  bloodless  success, 
and  I  respeetfullv  request  that  you  confer  on  him  the  high  honor  of 
your  commendation. 

The  next  day,  leaving  the  two  schooners  at  anchor,  I  starts!  with 
the  A'(/i.vi/if;/(>/(  for  the  MermentJiu  River,  which  is  about  50  miles 
east  of  Sabme.  where  it  was  reported  there  was  an  unfinished  battery 
and  se\  eral  steanu'i*s.  That  evening  I  h'd  a  strong  boat  expedition  up 
that  river.  We  found  tlie  battery  deserted  and  destroyed,  and  that 
the  steamers,  two  of  tlumi,  hod  nm  the  blockade  loaded  with  sugar 
onlv  the  week  before;  «me  still  remained,  but  was  up  the  river  and 
could  not  be  reache<l  in  boats.  The  next  day  we  anchored  near  tlie 
mouth  of  Calaeasieu  Lake  ajid  took  a  shntp.  We  also  obtained  infor- 
mation of  a  steamer  and  two  schoonei-s  that  lay  up  tlie  lake,  and  after- 
wards saw  the  steanu*r  movinj^.  We  immediately  eommenc^ed  to  fit 
the  launch  with  masta  and  sails,  with  which  tti'go  after  her.  The 
next  day  I  returned  to  Sabine,  where  1  found  that  Captains  Hooper 
and  Peuuington  had  executetl  my  orders  by  going  up  to  Taylor's 
Bayou  and  destroying  a  large  railroad  bridge,  thus  cutting  oil  aircom- 
munication  w  ith  Sabine  Pass  and  rc»ndering  our  position  secure  against 
a  land  atliuk.  The  next  day  1  chased  and  caotured  tlie  BritLsh 
schooner  Velocity,  (nun  Sisal.  Mexico,  loaded  witn  salt,  ct)tton  bug- 
ging, an<l  large  riuantities  of  ro|>e.  I  sent  her  in  t.o  anihor  at  Sabine. 
The  next  day  (yi»sterday),  having  completed  my  humch,  I  started  for 
Calcasieu  Luke  and  off  this  place  captured  the  Hrilisli  schooner 
Adventure,  also  from  Sisal,  and  loaded  with  the  same  cargo.  1  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  st  luling  her  to  you  with  this  communication, 
believing  her  not  to  be  of  suflicient  value  ttt  send  North,  and  in  the 
hope  t.hat.  you  will  retain  her  at  Pensacola  for  the  short  time  necessary 
to  make  it  safe  to  send  her  to  Key  West,  before  wliich  1  hope  to  l>e  at 
Pensacola  to  report  in  peisou.     1  shall  to-day  start  up  the  lake  for  the 
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stoamor  and  l»opo  to  take  her,  in  which  cvont  1  propose  to  arm  hor  and 
g<»  up  th('  Mormontau  River  until  1  take  the  steamer  thoi-e.  Tpon 
these  two,  if  I  t;el  tiiem  safely  r.u  Sahine,  I  pro[iose  to  plaee  our  Parrolt 
guns  and  howitzei^  and  mnlce  a  dasli  up  the  Sahine  River,  where  lliere 
are  several  steamers  and  sehooniTs  and  no  batteries;  if  I  am  surcesH- 
ful  there,  I  shall  return  and  go  up  the  NiM-hes  River,  where  there  are 
still  more  3teamci-s  and  vessels,  and  where,  at  t)ie  town,  Beaumont, 
there  is  a  hiree  railroad  bridge  on  the  main  line  of  Texas,  which, 
de8troyer<i,  wiU  atop  all  eomnunneation  betwiMin  east^Tn  and  western 
Texiui.  All  this  is  defended  by  only  two  21-poundera  in  batterv.  and 
those  I  hope  to  overpower  with  the  Porrotls,  in  whieh  event  1  shall 
take  or  destroy  all  above,  and  thus  completclj^  use  up  one  of  the  most 
vicious  and  active  nf  secession  jwrts. 

So  Htnm  as  1  take  the  steamers  at  this  plaec  and  at  Mermentau 
Rh'er,  I  proptise  Ui  man  them  with  such  a  part  of  the  Ken^inyi4)ns 
crew  as  can  be  safely  snared,  and  then  send  the  Ken^'tnijion  to  fulfill 
your  orders  r(»lative  to  llie  AUmItohs  and  other  vessels  to  the  weslwanl 
under  the  command  of  my  executive  officer,  who  is  a  sober  man, 
thorough  seaman,  and  perfectly  competent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  (lalvt'ston  paper  containing  a 
notice  of  the  capture  DfCaplain  Kitlivdj;e,  whicli  I  iiope  is  not  true. 
I  am,  sir,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obechi^nl  servant, 

Fni.DKUK  K    CltOCREIl, 

Acting  Manter^  Comma ndinrj. 
Rear-Adniiral  D.  G.  Fauraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulj  Squadron, 


BepBit  af  Acting  Msiter  Hooper,  tl.  B.  Navy,  commanding  D.  8.  aehoaner  Baeh«l  Seamait. 

U.  S.  SciiooNEn  Rachel  Seaman, 

Sabhtf  Piiss,  Tex.,  October  /5,  1S63, 

Sir:  In  the  temporary  absence  tif  Captain  Crocker,  of  steamer  Ken- 
fl^trij^/on,  c-omniandmg  the  expedition.  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting 
l<»  you  the  following;  report  of  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  forces 
detailed  by  you  for  that  purpose,  viz: 

Tlie  liachH  Seaman  left  Pensacola  in  tow  of  the  Kensin^ftn,  Friday, 
the  I'Jth  ultimo,  and  arrived  olT  tlie  bar  of  rhis  jilace,  Monday,  the  22d 
ultimo,  anchoring  within  5  miles  of  the  fort,  wuid  li^ht  from  the  north, 
the  channel  tcndin"^  N.  W. 

Tuesday,  the  J.'id  ullim<t,  Captain  Cn»cker,  with  :Vssistaut  Surerwin 
Cobb,  Assistant  Paymaster  Taroell,  Actinj;  Masters  Taylor  and  llam- 
mond,  with  Master's  Mate  Finney,  came  on  board  wiiile  the  AVi*- 
tiinglon'tt  launch  and  first  cutter,  each  with  a  howitzer  and  otherwise 
armed  and  e«iuipped,  were  alonjpside.  All  this  day  we  were  enjra^ed 
in  towinj?  and  kedping  over  the  bar.  At  f>  p.  m.  eanie  to  anchor  2J 
miles  from  the  fort,  and  sent  assistance  to  the  mortar  schooner  Uennj 
JiintJi,  which  bad  previously  arrived.  Durinp;  the  night  a  boat  in 
charge  <»f  Mr.  Somers,  master's  mate,  rowed  guard,  goijig  itx  above  the 
fort. 

Wedne-sday,  24tb  ultimo,  at  9  a.  m.  we  opened  (ire  upon  the  fort 
from  our  20-pound  ritle  and  two  broadsides  32s  of  57  hundred- 
weight. We  nred  eleven  times  from  our  position  of  2*  miles  di.stance. 
The  Henry  Janes  tired  three  shells  from  her  mortar,  at  a  dislmice  of 
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:i  miles.  Our  siioil  all  fell  \rithin  or  beyond  the  fort;  the  enemy 
pi*oniptIy  replied,  most  of  their  shot  falhng  short,  of  us.  Findinfj  this 
to  he  too  lonj;  a  range  for  good  execution,  ceased  tiring,  and  both  ves- 
sels proceeded  to  kodge  nearer  the  fort.  At  5  p.  m.  we  had  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  position  U  miles  from  the  fort,  botii  vessels  in  a  line. 
While  gettin":  tliis  position  thn  fort  had  continued  a  brisk  fire  upon  us, 
the  shot  alJ  railing  near  us.  Notwith.standing  that  we  were  for  some 
time  unable  to  return  the  fire,  our  oflicers  and  men  all  remained  per- 
fectly cool.  At  5 :  'M)  p.  m.  both  vessels  opened  firo,  making  splendid 
shot.s.  At.  Oil.'j  r<'avsed  liring  for  the  night.  It  was  then  determined 
to  attempt  the  caj>turo  of  the  fort  with  our  boats,  and  at  11 :  :iO  p.  m. 
the  launch,  in  enargo  of  Aeting  Master  Hammond,  with  Captain 
Cnx^kor  in  command,  the  first  cutter  in  charge  of  Edwin  -lanvrin, 
master's  nialo  of  this  vessel,  each  boat  with  a  howitzer,  and  a  boat 
witb  live  men,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Somers,  as  a  spiking  party,  started 
inshore.  The  boats  succeeded  in  getting  above  the  fort,  hut  got 
aground  among  the  oyster  reefs,  in  which  the  bay  abounds,  and  were 
unable  to  jret  inti>  the  rlmnncl  wliich  would  lead  to  the  rear  of  the  fort.. 
After  rowing  initil  near  daylight  the  attempt  wtus  given  n[t.  Thurs- 
day, li5th  at  dayliglit,  wo  tmened  fire  with  our  i'arrott  riHe:  wc  fired 
three  shell  directly  into  tlie  lavl;  this  bringing  no  response,  uud  seeing 
no  one  about  the  fort  and  no  flag  flying,  we  ceased  filing,  and  Captain 
C'ltScker  went  in  under  a  flag  of  truce  and  found  tlie  fort  evacuated, 
au<l  the  guns  spiked.  The  guns  consisted  of  two  3'Js  of  7,000 
pounds  each,  and  two  lV2a  of  -12  hundredweight.  Caplain  Crocker 
then  startinl  for  tlie  town,  hut  was  met  by  a  deputation  of  three 
citixens,  who  .said  the  mayor  had  died  two  Hays  previou.s.  and  tbat 
nearly  all  the  citizens  had  left  on  account  of  j'ellow  fever,  whidi 
liad  been  raging  badly,  but  was  then  abating;  after  giving  ainl  receiv- 
ing Llie  necessary  asburauces  of  good  conduct,  etc.,  Ca|)lain  Crocker 
returned  on  board,  deeming  it  not  prudent  to  aUow  any  one  to  land. 
In  the  meanlinie  the  schooners  bad  got  undenvay  and  stood  in,  the 
Racftfl  Seaman  anchoring  abreast  of  the  fort,  and  the  IJtnnj  Janes 
500  yards  behiw.  In  the  course  of  the  day  I  sent  in  a  boat  and  buracd 
the  barrack  buildings  and  gim  carriages. 

Friday,  2Gth,  Captain  Crocker  with  his  ofhcoi-s  anrl  men  returne<l  to 
the  Keu:tin{ft<m  and  got  underway  for  Mermeiitau  Kiver.  50  miles  to 
the  eastward,  where  some  steamers  wen>  reported  to  be  bid. 

Saturday,  27th,  at  10  p.  m.,  two  boats  from  the  Ilairii  Jams,  with 
one  boat  from  this  vessel,  pulled  up  river  about  ISmiles,  burned  arail- 
road  bridge,  and  intercepted  a  mail. 

Monday,  20th,  i\\ci  Kensington  returned  unsuccessful. 

Tuesdav,  30th,  the  KensingUm  overhauled  ami  brouglit  in  a  small 
schooner  from  Sisal,  Mexico,  boumi  to  New  Orleans,  with  leather,  bag- 
ging, and  salt,  under  Kngli.'ih  papers;  she,  however,  was  standing  ui 
tor  this  port.  Iler  captain  and  crew  of  7  men  wore  transferred  to  the 
Kmsnujiou. 

Thursday,  October  2,  tl»ree  of  our  boats,  with  two  from  the  IJenry 
Janes,  went  up  river  about  5  miles,  and  broucht  down  the  families  of 
Messrs.  Kirkpatrick  and  Davis,  who  claimcclour  protection.  They 
were  placed  on  board  of  the  prize  schooner  Velociiy.  After  taking  the 
families  the  do[)ot  was  burned.  The  Ketunntfton  again  absent  on  an 
exne-dition. 

Monday,  the  6th:  Early  this  morning  discovered  a  schooner  stand- 
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ing  in;  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Mr.  Janvrin  to  board  her.  She  proved 
to  DC  thcschoonpr/MW.fminSiHal.biiiiTid  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  rnrgo 
of  salt,  rope,  and  leathor;  slie  wu.*;  btoiifjht  in  iiin!  aiH-hored  near  lis. 
Tlie  captain,  who  is  a  resident  of  thi.s  place,  with  the  crew,  were 
broui(ht  on  board  of  thU  ves-sel.  The  Dart  was  under  Kngli.sh  papers, 
and  will  be  retained  until  tlie  return  of  Captain  Crocker. 

Submitted  by,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  f*ervant, 

'  OriNCT  A.  IbviPKn. 
Acting  MdJiirr,  U.  S.  Nnrif,  Covultj.  V.  S.  Schooner  Hacfiel Seaman. 

Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Fariiagt'T, 

Command'iiuj  Went  Guif  Sqmidron. 


lUport  of  Aoting  Kaitor  FeoaiBgton.U,  8.  Kbvj,  commanduir  U.  8.  Hbooner  Henry  JaiMi, 

U.  S.  ScHodKKR  IIenrv  Janks, 
Sahine  Fasa,  Septembrr  HQ,  1S63. 

Sir:  On  the  ISth  ultimo  [in.srant],  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got 
undenvay  and  proepo<led  diro<'t  to  Sabine  Bar,  anctiorintj  off  the  bar 
Sunday  morning,  21st.  When  within  about  6  miles  from  tne  bar,  I  dis- 
covered a  steamer  which  had  oxery  appearance  of  being  an  enemy. 
I  at  onc^  called  the  crew  to  cpnirters  and  made  every  preparation  for 
action.  Upon  nearing  her  I  discovered  that  she  was  a  double-engine 
high -pressure  steamer.  The  wind  being  light  and  from  the  north,  it 
was  iinpiKSsible  for  me  (o  get  within  gunshot  of  lier,  and  liaving  been 
infurnicd  by  you  that  several  vessels  had  run  the  blockade  at  this 
pliice.  and  that  a  nuuibw  of  vess«»ls  were  diiily  expected,  I  at  once 
prepared  a  seeeasion  Ihig  with  the  intention  of  deeoyhig  lier  out  over 
the  f)»r.  As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  Hag  she  got  up  steam  and 
hoisted  the  rebel  flag  and  made  for  us.  She  came  steadily  on  her 
c-ouree  until  within  about  2A  miles,  when  I  had  to  change  my  course 
to  prevent  my  running  ashore  on  the  bar,  which  brought  my  vessel  to 
aucii  a  position  as  to  sliow  my  quarter  bi>ats,  when  slu^  tunie<l  iiiunc- 
diatcly  and  steamed  under  the  Imttery.  The  wind  now  fell  so  that 
mv  vessel  was  unmanagea!)!e  and  I  was  fon'etl  to  anchor  (o  prevent 
dnftin;;  ashore,  l  could  plainly  distinguisli  a  large  numl>er  <»f  men 
upon  the  decks  of  the  steamer,  and,  not  knowing  hut  that  she  might 
!u'  nrnicd.  J  made  everv  jircparatiun  to  repel  an  attack  in  case  she 
should  attempt  to  board  us  during  the  night, 

September  22,  at  N  n.  m.,  the  rebels  hoisted  their  flag  over  the  bat- 
tcrj-,  the  steamer  at  tlii.s  time  being  tied  up  to  the  i>arik  in  front  of  the 
batl^ry.  At  0  a.  m.  I  saw  two  vessels  in  the  oiling  nmking  for  us. 
They  prove<I  to  be  the  V.  S.  S.  hynitiuyhn,  Acting  Master  Cro4*ker 
runHnanding,  and  the  V.  S.  schooner  Ruchfi  Sramnn,  Acting  Mii-ster 
Hooper  commanding.  The  steamer  Kenshiafon  came  to  anchor  within 
a  few  hundre<l  }ards  of  my  vessel.  Captaui  Crocker  came  an  board 
and  informe*!  me  that  he  had  come  here  with  orders  from  Admiral 
Karragut  lo  hltH-kade  this  jtort,  and  if  i)raeticable  to  capture  the  bal- 
tery,  which  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  3  mih's  from  the  middle  of  the 
bar  and  N.  W.  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  light-liouse. 

Captain  Crocker  asked  me  if  I  would  join  him  and  Captain  Hooper 
in  the  attack  ui>on  the  battery,  w  Inch  I  considered  well  upon  before  giv- 
ing an  answer,  as  my  oitlers  from  you  wore  to  proceed  direct  to  this 
bar  and  there  to  await  your  arrival  in  the  steamer.     My  being  well 
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ftoquaintod  with  thi*  bar,  And  fo oling  ronfidcnt  that  wi>  would  bo  suc- 
.  ccssful  ill  (ho  capture  of  Iho  hattcrx',  1  assented  to  cooperate  with  hitiu  J 
'  Tlip  stoaiiu*r  Kensington,  hi'in;^  of  Iieavy  draft,  she  was  iiiiahU>  ru  crosai 
the  har.  So  tiio  plan  ajjrced  upon  was  to  take  ihe  launt'lif.s  armed 
with  ho\vitzers,  with  as  many  oiKcors  and  seamen  a.s  coidd  safely  bo 
spared,  and  cross  the  Imr  with  the  two  schooners  and  make  tbf  attack. 
There  being  but  8  fe«t  of  water  on  tlie  bar.  and  my  vciisot  drawing  S 
feet  7  inches,  we  were  forced  to  wait  for  a  strong  breeze  to  drive  ner 
tlirouj;h  the  nuid. 

SepI  omher  23,  at  4  p.  m.,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  S.  K.  and  hreezed  up. 
Captain  Crorkcr,  with  part  of  his  oliiccrs  and  crew,  went  on  hoard  the 
lint'hfl  Seamnn  and  got  undenvay.  followed  closolv  by  mv  ves>iel  until 
one-tliird  of  the  way  of  the  har,  wlion  my  vessel,  drawinj;  17  incliea 
more  water  than  the  Seattuiii,  brought  up,  while  the  Satman  passed 
over  and  ancliored  just  inside  the  bar,  out  of  ranee  of  the  battery. 
Captain  CriK-ker  inunediately  sent  me  five  boats  well  manned  to  a^ist 
nie  in  running  ancliors  and  heaving  over  tlie  bar.  After  working 
seven  hours  t  fie  tide  fell  so  that  slie  did  not  move,  so  wo  ceased  for  the 
night,  and  Captain  Crocker's  men  returned  to  the  Hoelul  Statunn, 

S(M)t^nil^er  24,  when  daylight  appeared,  I  could  dislinguisli  a  largo 
nnmoer  of  men  standing  upon  tlie  Iiallory.  My  vessd  being  now 
about  'A  miles  from  the  batterv.  \  r'onrhuIe<ri  would  give  (lirin  a  shell 
to  see  Ihoni  skedathlle.  I  called  the  crew  to  quarters  and  opened  firo 
with  the  mortar  on  the  battery.  The  shell  fell  al>out  20  feet  from  the 
center  of  the  battery  and  covered  one  man  nearly  up  with  mtid,  which 
I  have  been  told  Iiy  a  man  who  was  in  the  batterv.  I  fu-ed  thive  shells 
and  then  ceased.  The  Hnchd  Sratmtn  opened  hre  .soon  after  w  itli  her 
20-poundcr  Parrott.  but  could  not  reach  the  battery.  The  battery 
returned  ihe  compliment,  hut  could  not  reach  the  steamer.  At  II 
a.  m.  tiie  tide  commenced  rising  and  Captain  Crocker  sent  me  a  strong 
force  to  assist  me  in  getting  over,  which  we  accomplished  after  five 
hours'  hard  labor.  'Ihe  wind  now  [>eiug  fair.  I  made  sail  ami  took 
[wsitioti  2,700  yards  fnuii  the  battery,  and  cleaix^d  away  for  action. 
At  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  discovering  that  I  was  training  the  mortar 
around  (m  the  battery,  tliey  opened  lire  on  my  vessel  from  four  guns, 
tliinking.  a.s  I  have  since  iM-en  informed,  that  they  could  sink  me 
before  I  could  fire  the  mortar;  hut  they  were  sadly  disai^poiiUed,  as 
the  fourth  shot  was  made  by  the  mortar,  tlie  shell  bursting  directly 
over  the  battery  and  driving  the  rebels  fnun  tlicii  ^uns.  1  opened  lim 
also  with  my  32-pounders.  but  soon  discovereil  lliat  they  could  not 
reach,  so  I  worked  the  mortar  atone.  Soon  as  tlie  sliolt  would  alight 
and  explode  they  would  junij>  to  their  guns  and  give  me  four  in  return, 
but  fortunately  two  of  their  ^ns  would  not  reaJli,  while  the  o(  her  two 
fell  close  around  me.  sometimes  going  over  100  yards.  I  fired  the 
mortar  as  rapidly  as  possible,  bursting  the  shelf  over  the  battery. 
The  Ra^hf^  Senoian  commenced  getting  underway  as  soon  as  I  opened 
(ire  on  the  hatt^'ry,  aiul  came  up  witiiin  50  yaixls  of  m}'  vessel  and 
moored  broadside  on.  and  at  6  p.  in.  commenced  hring  with  her 
20  pounder  Parrott  and  32-poundcrs.  firing  two  shots  from  the  former 
ann  three  from  the  latter,  all  a[>parenlly  falling  short  of  the  battery, 
the  enemy  directing  their  hre  entirely  at  my  vessel.  By  this  time  I 
had  obtamed  the  e.xact  range,  the  shell  falling  and  exploding  around 
tlu'  batt-ery  with  great  effect.  At  *i:40  p.  m.  we  silenced  the  enemv's 
guns.     1  conliuueil  the  lire  from  the  mortar  till  7  p.  m.,  ami,  finding 
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that  the  enemy  did  not  reply,  I  ceased  firing.  On  I  lie  nioniinf^  of  Sep- 
tember 26  I  early  distrovered  tlmt  llie  battery  was  evacuated.  I 
iiimiediatelv  reported  the  fact  to  Captain  Croekor,  wlm  al  onee  pro- 
ceeded to  trie  fort  and  raistid  the  stars  and  stripes.  I  forgot  to  men- 
tion that  on  the  night  of  the  24th  Captain  Cnwker  fitted  out  three 
boat.s  armed  with  howitzers  with  the  intention  of  capturing  a  ateam- 
hiiHl  lying  above  tlie  fort,  hut,  being  delayed  in  trying  to  [make]  their 
way  tliroujrh  the  reefs,  they  had  to  return  without  at'complishing 
their  object.  My  next  step  was  to  visit  the  batter^-,  whose  armament 
I  foimd  to  eon.sfst  of  two  42-pounders  and  two  24-pounden3.  The 
guns  were  all  spiked  with  the  exception  of  one  24-pounder.  Their 
shot  and  shell  they  iiad  tlirown  into  the  nver,  many  lying  at  tlie 
water's  edge.  One  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  in  cartridges,  were 
found  in  tlie  barracks,  which  Ilook  possession  of.  On  the  following 
daj'  I  vi.sited  the  town  of  Sabine  and  found  abnnt  tOof  the  inhabitants 
remaining,  the  re.st  having  (led  to  the  count  ry  by  the  way  of  the  cars 
and  two  steamboats.  On  the  morning  aft«r  the'  bombardment  I  was 
informed  thai  yellow  tever  was  in  the  town,  and  that  it  liad  been  very 
severe,  resultirtg  in  the  death  of  nearly  one-half  of  the  population. 
My  l>ein^  well  aequaint^^d  with  the  remaining  citizens,  they  conversed 
freely  with  me.  The  fort  waj*  earrisoiUMl  by  70  n\en  imder  the  coin- 
mautl  of  Caplain  Keith,  a  resident  of  Sabine.  Then*  had  been,  pre- 
vious to  thebomhardment,  800  infantry  and  100  cavalry  at  this  point, 
but  on  acroiMif.  of  the  severity  of  the  yellow  fever  they  \\iu\  l)een 
removed  In  l^'aumnnt,  '.io  miles  from  this  place.  1  also  ayoertuined 
tliat  the  fort  had  been  reintuived  on  tite  niglit  of  the  evacuation  by 
120  troops  under  [the]  nomniand  of  Colonel  Spaight,  hut,  l>eine 
informed  by  Captain  [K.  I).]  Keith  tliat  it  wils  impossible  to  withstand 
the  Iwrnbardnient,  they  returned  on  the  cars  the  following  morning. 
On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  picked  up  a  boat  with  three  men  iu  it, 
from  whom  I  learned  that,  the  enemy  expe<*ted  a  reinforcement  of 
3,000  infantry  and  cavalry,  and,  knowing  thai  their  transportation 
wouhl  he  cut  off  hy  the  destruction  of  a  railroad  bridge  12  miles  from 
this  point,  cros.'sing  Taylor's  Tiayou,  which  eni]>ties  into  Lake  Sabine, 
I  di'termine<l.  if  possible,  to  destroy  tlie  bridge.  On  the  27tb  I  J>rQ- 
posed  to  Captain  Hooper  that  I  would  take  command  of  an  expedition 
that  night,  if  he  woula  give  me  the  aid  of  one  of  his  boats,  to  which  he 
consented.  I  at  once  provided  the  boats  with  everytliing  required 
for  the  occasion.  At  9  p.  ra.  I  left  the  vessel  with  the  following  boats: 
First  cutter,  with  a  crew  of  17  men;  second  eutt+T,  S  men  iu  cnarge  of 
Master's  Mate  Z.  Predmore;  and  the  second  cutter  of  tlie  Rachel  Sea- 
jH'in.  with  a  crew  of  S  men  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  John  Soniers. 
With  nmilled  oars  I  quietly  passed  the  town.  Al  lip.  m.  we  passed 
a  battery  of  two  guns,  located  at  a  bridge  crossing  Mud  Bayou. 
There  not  being  water  enough  to  enter  this  bayou,  we  continued  on 
our  course  across  the  lake,  arriving  at  Taylor's  Bayou  at  1  a.  m.  We 
carefully  entered  the  bayou  and  landed  at  the  bridge.  I  imme- 
diately directed  Mr.  Predmore,  with  15  men,  to  surround  the  house 
near  i>y.  and  Mr.  Somers  to  board  two  small  vessels  lying  a  short  dis- 
tance up  the  bayou,  while  I  applied  the  torch  to  t"lte  oridge.  Mr. 
Pn*dmore  sncceedetl  in  capturing  three  prisoners  and  the  reoel  mail 
for  tliifi  town,  comaiiung  dalveston  and  Houston  papers  of  the  24th 
instant,  also  a  number  of  letters,  all  of  which  I  forward  to  you.  The 
vessels  proved  to  bo  worthlcaa.     After  seeing  the  bridge  deblroyed  wo 
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rotumod  to  our  vftssol,  arriving  there  at  6  a.  m.    The  conduct  of  the 
olficnrs  and  nipn  wliile  on  thia  expedition  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  \V,  Penninoton, 
Acting  SfasUr,  Commanding. 
Commander  Wm.  B.  Rexshaw. 

Commanding  Mortar  FloHUa. 


Baport  of  B«ar>Admiral  Farr&gat,  V.  S,  NAvy,  commeading  tbe  conduct  of  Aoling  Muter 
Crooker,  H.  8.  Hmvj,  eommftndiog  the  D.  B.  8.  Seitiingtoa. 

No.  236.1  FLAGsnir  ILvktfoud, 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  J8,  11^62. 
Sir:  Since  writing;  my  last  dispatch  (No.  2'^5)  an  olficer  has  brought 
me  the  reptirt  of  Actinjj  Master  rred.  ('rocker,  Iierewitii  encloHed,  for 
which,  if  for  nolljiug  else,  1  would  rwommend  liim  for  promotion. 
His  letter  in  rehitiou  to  the  order  of  General  Butler  (cup^  herewith 
encloHed)  is  so  frank  and  rnunly.  bnt  Captain  Cr()eker's  entU'o  conduct 
meets  my  highetitt  apprii}}ation:  Iiis  eneixy  iinil  management  in  the 
whole  affair  at  Sabine  Pass  and  at  Calco-sieu  Uiver  is  worthy  of  eom- 
mendation.  He  has  captui'cd  the  colonel  of  all  the  forces  in  that 
district.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copv  of  the  extraordinary  document 
to  which  Captain  Crocker  it^fery.  It  is  from  General  liuller.  or  pro- 
fosses  to  be.  and  if  the  signature  is  false  it  is  a  most  excellent  coun- 
terfeit. T  dejiirc  to  know  the  wishes  of  the  Departmnnt  in  lliis  case. 
The  West  Florida,  is  now  here  in  quarantine,  and  T  shall  retain  [herj 
until  fully  instructed  by  the  Department.  If  the  Government 
require  of  the  Army  any  such  policv  as  indicated  in  the  enclosed 
document,  we  shall  be  at  issue  all  the  time,  for  under  my  present 
instructions  I  sliall  capture  all  vessels  witli  passes,  except  those 
employed  in  transporting  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  army  and  navy. 
All  of  which  is  respeotfulTv  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAun.\(JUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  WtsUm  Gulj  Blockdg,  iiipiadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


AddlUoital  report  of  A«Ung  Kaater  Crooker,  U.  8  navy,  commanding  TT.  B.  B.  KenilBf- 
ton,  regarding  a  incoeasfal  expediUon  to  Lake  Calcaaioa,  Loaiaiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Kdnsinoton, 
Sabine  Pa^H,  October  12,  18BS. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  report  I  was  just  leaving  with  the 
launch  and  liowitzer,  12  men  and  2  officers,  on  an  expedition  up  the 
Calcasieu  river  and  lake. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  report,  that  expedition  successful.     I  was 
absent  four  days.     I  pnweedcMrl  80  miles  up.  where  I  found  the  steamer  , 
Dan,  of  which  I  went  in  search,  and  captured  it.  J 

Rotuming  with  the  launch  in  tow.  I  stopped  at  the  town  of  Charles-' 
ton,  on  Lake  Charles,  and  burned  a  large  schooner  lying  tltere.     I  tbcji 
levied  on  the  town  a  contribution  of  sweet  potatoes  and  beef,  which 
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was  furnished.  By  this  time  I  had  boon  throo  days,  n«?Briy,  up  the 
rivor,  and  was  informmi  by  Union  men,  plenty  nf  wOiom  T  found,  llmt 
a  large  party  Iiad  collected  to  attack  ua  belo«  ;  whereupon  I  seized 
upon  ten  or  twelve  of  the  iiihaljitanls  of  the  place  and  postijig  them 
around  the  man  at  the  wheel,  wlio  was  exptwed,  made  tlie  be.st  of  my 
way  down  t!ip  rivei-.  I  found  one  other  large  sclnioiifr,  wliich  T  also 
burned,  and  ihuH  destroyed  all  the  navigation  in  that  place,  bei^ides 
t(>acliin^  the  people  a  lesson  they  will  not  soon  forget.  As  soon  as  I 
reached  a  place  of  safety  I  released  the  prisoners.  I  should  have 
mentioned  before,  that  on  my  way  up  I  captured  Colonel  Nathaniel 
Clifton,  the  conmiander  of  all  the  renel  foi-cea  in  that  vieinily.  and 
now  hold  him  a  prisoner.  I  have  proposed  to  the  rebel  authorities 
here  to  exchange  him  for  Lieutenant  Kittredce.  of  our  Navy,  but  as 
vet  have  received  no  reply.  On  reaching  tne  mouth  of  Calcasieu 
Kivcr  we  foun<l  it  too  rough  t«  cross  the  bar  with  steamer,  and  having 
hoard  that  the /?«<rAWi'«^mf7n  was  in  danger,  I  left  the  prize  steamer 
there  with  the  crew  and  howitzer  and  hastened  to  this  port,  where  I 
took  in  25  men  and  a  liowitzer  from  tlie  Kenn'ingfon,  and  came  at  once 
to  man  the  prize  schooner  Vflociiy.  The  Rachd  Seaman  was  safe, 
and  bad  taken  prisw  the  schooner  Dart,  by  which  I  liave  the  honor  to 
send  this.  The  schooner  Darf  ran  in.  supposintj  the  jjIucp  still  held 
bv  the  rebels.  Captain  Hooper  reports  that  wlule  the  mortar  vessel 
Ilemy  Jaiiffi  waw  here,  he  tried  lo  move  the  lidchl  Stamnii  farther 
up,  but  grounded;  that  wliile  be  lay  aground  the  steamer  CJifton 
came  in  to  tow  out  the  mortar  v*'ssel;  that  llivCliJOm  took  a  hawser 
from  the  Hachel  Seaman  and  in  the  attempt  to  pull  her  afloat  the 
hawser  parted,  when  the  CJifton  immediately  proceeded  to  sea  with 
the  Henry  Janes,  thus  leaving  the  Rachei  Seaman  alone  and  aground. 
I  Pound  here  two  families  o(  I  nion  people,  who  claimed  the  protection 
of  the  United  States,  and  wei^^  put  on  board  the  Vfloeitij  by  Captain 
Hooper  in  my  absence,  I  have  sent  them  forward  by  the  Dart  for 
your  disposal.  I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  yellow  fever  has 
entirely  ceased  here,  out  quarantine  precautions  may  be  necessary. 
Messrs.  Kirkpatrick  aiul  Davis,  whose  families  I  thus  .send  forward 
in  the  Dart,  are  tlie  gentlemen  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a  great 
deal  of  exceedingly  valuable  infurmatiou  and  fur  faitliful  ser\'ice8  as 
pilots.  I  recomnu'tul  them  warmly  to  your  protection.  I  beg  that 
the  Dart,  like  the  Advrnture,  may  be  allowed  (o  remain  at  Pensacola 
for  the  present  or  until  my  arrival.  TJie  importance  of  Sabine  Pass 
to  the  rebels  appears  to  have  been  entirely  underrated  by  u>;  the 
quantity  of  i^oos  of  all  kinds  and  luuiutions  of  war  tliat  fiave  been 
run  in  fiere  has  been  enormous,  and  large  quantities  of  cotton  have 
been  exported.  Tliere  are  now  lying  above  at  least  eight  steamers 
and  six  schooners,  large  quantities  of  cotton,  and  tniiix?  a  force  of 
troops;  these  lost  have  been  coiLsidering  strongly  the  pronriety  of 
manning  their  steamers  and  making  an  attack  an  us.  Under  tnesc 
circumstances,  and  at  the  earnest  reqxiest  of  Captain  Hooper,  I  have 
concluded  to  put  my  30-pound  Parrott  on  the  Dan,  the  howitzer  on 
the  V'elocitv,  and  with  a  strong  party  from  the  Kensington,  remain 
here  myself  and  defend  the  place,  while  I  send  the  Kemtinrfton  iluwn 
the  coast  under  the  couunand  of  my  executive  oHicer,  who  is  careful 
and  competent,  to  obey  your  orders  in  reference  to  the  Albatross  and 
other  vessels  there;  and"  trusting  to  your  approval  of  my  course,  or 
at  least  of  my  motives,  to  await  your  further  orders  here. 
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Lcavinp  ray  party  on  the  Velocity  in  charpfo  of  Acting  Master  Taylor, 
on  the  •nil  I  r<*turnpd  to  ralcasieu  for  the  fmzo  Pan,  and  found  tlicy 
liad  tfikeii  IliP  sUiop  El'tzd,  fniin  Vermilion  Ray,  loiuit'd  willi  L'i  hoj^- 
heads  yii^ar;   the  sugar  waa  unloaded  and  tlip  sloop  drstrovpd. 

On  llu'  lOtli  and  lltli  it  Idpw  a  liani  ruirthnr,  l>nt  wo  snccpcdoH  in 
moving  the  Dan  to  tliis  placo  in  safety,  whore  slie  now  lies. 

On  arriving  here,  I  ftmnd  tliat  Acting  Mnster  Taylor,  in  the  Vtloeitij, 
bad  taken  the  scliooner  Wfftt  Florida.  Sl»e  appears  to  have  saiJed 
from  Xew  Orleans  under  a  provisional  Rritisn  register;  to  have 
cleared  from  MatHiiioras,  MexicM*.  to  have  been  taken  and  tlien 
reh'ased  with  a  jiermit  from  youi'scif  to  proceed  to  Mntanioras.  Sbe 
was  seen  by  uiy  oflicer  in  comn^and  of  the  Dan  to  puss  Caloasien  Bar, 
the  afternoon  abe  was  taken,  very  riose  insliore.  ^landing  to  the 
westward,  and  to  send  a  man  to  the  mastbead ;  a  few  liours  later  slio 
was  discovered  by  Mr.  Tay'**'"  from  the  Vt'locitif  ttoniiiig  from  the 
eastward  in  alwHit.  2  fatlioins  water;  slie  came  on  as  far  as  the  !»M<»y 
on  the  l)ar  at  this  place,  when  she  steered  sqnare  in  for  the  pass,  ana 
was  taken  inside  the  tiar  bnoy.  in  7*  feet  water.  The  ri-ew  admit 
they  were  bound  here  from  tlie  first:  therefore.  1  f^enrl  her  fonvard  as 
a  good  prize,  but  bidijert  Ut  your  Hppnival.  Having  sent  away  one 
prize  rvfw  in  the  AJrruluir.  I  am  now  so  short  of  men  and  olfieei-s  to 
miin  llic  Vflnciiij  and  st<*amer  Ihtii  that  T  am  not  able  to  fully  man 
l.hi-  prize  I  now  seiul.  1  therefore  retain  nearly  all  the  original  crews 
hero,  Jest  they  retake  their  ve,s.se!.s,  and  shall  send  Ihoni  fonvard  by  the 
Kenftingion  on  her  return  frou)  the  liio  Grande,  for  which  place  she 
leaves  Uvday. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fkeoerick  Crockeu, 
ActiTX^  Master^  Commanding, 

Kear-Adjuiral  1).  G.  f'ARnAQUT, 

Ptnsacola. 


Baport  of  Acting  Msster  Cracker,  TT.  8.  Vavy,  trantmittln^  permit  of  Kigor-Ofnfrsl 
BoUer,  D.  S.  Arm;,  graaUng  paaiage  to  »chooaer  West  Plorlda  carryiug  oottoo  from 
T«XM. 

U.  S.  S.  Kensington, 
Sahine  PajtK,  Ortobfr  1 .'.  IS63. 
Sir:  After  I  had  closed  my  report  to  you.  and  at  the  last  moment, 
the  supercargo  of  the  Went  Florida  banded  mfi   the  enclosed  most 
extraordinaiy  document,  unless  it  is  a  forgery. 

I  know  notliin^,  and  believe  nothing  in  any  such  underhand  policy' 
as  is  mentioned  m  that  letter,  and  believe  my  duty  plain  and  clear. 
The  supercargo  says  he  did  not  show  you  the  letter,  and  did  not  know 
Sabine  was  taken.  I  therefore  send  you  the  letter,  documents,  and 
vessel  for  judgment  and  disposal.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  tlte  vessel 
had  on  board  a  buna  fide  passenger  for  IFatanioras,  an  KngHshman, 
and  who  will  be  landed  at  that  place  by  the  Kerwington,  He  was 
much  surpri.sed  to  find  himself  at  Sabine  Pass. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 
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[Kncinaurns.) 

Coafidcntiol.]  Hdqhs.  Dkpaktmrnt  ok  tmk  OtfLF. 

NtwOtfamtt,  SipUmber2l,  1862. 
To  the  Officers  of  the  Blockadinff  Squadrvn: 

The  Wffit  Florida,  scliuoner.  has  lit'^'ii  i<>u<I('(i  witli  the  present  cargo 
and  cipnret]  for  Matanioiai^  for  the  j>iiri>oso  of  hriiij;iiig  out  rottoa  from 
Texas.  She  proijose^  to  make  tlie  Sabine  Pass,  exchange  her  cnigo 
for  cotton,  and  tden  make  a  port  in  Cuba  or  New  Orleans,  as  may  he 
best. 

The  owner,  a  loyal  citizen,  haj;  property  here  to  insure  Iiis  good 
faith.  You  will  thVrefore  aid  what  I  understand  to  !>e  the  poht y  of 
my  Cioveninient  in  getting  cotton  to  foreign  port.s  by  passing  this 
Teasel.  This  course  uf  triide  should  he  sceret.  of  course,  to  he  succe.ss- 
ful,  You  will  not.  tht'reforo,  allow  any  information  of  this  pass  of  thi.s 
veasel  t^)  l>e  made  pubhc,  hut  report  the  matter,  witli  u  copy  of  this 
letter,  to  A<lmiral  FarraguLoryour«ui>erioroiIieer. 
Kespeclfully, 

Benj.  F.  Bi:tler, 
Major-OewrdI,  Commanding. 

fKntlctnenient.] 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  letter. 

D.  U.   FAHIt.VOlT, 

Hear-Admiral,  C'omdg.  Western  (rufj  BloMg.  Squadrwi. 


Litt  of  tVKwlx  mpurnl  hij  thr  fj-peitilwa  rtintf  tht  tilting  u}  Siihtnt  Po»». 

British  schooner  Velocity,  now  armed, at  Sabine  Pass,  Scpti'mluT  .10. 
British  schooner  Advenhrf,  nent  Ui  Penaacola,  ()c1i)ber  1. 
British  schooner  Dart,  Si*ui  to  Pensaoola,  Oct4>l»er  6. 
British  .schooner  Wrst  Florida,  sent  to  Pen.saeola,  October  \'2. 
Confederate  steamer  Dtw,  armed,  at  Saliine  Pass. 
Confederate  schooner  Convhita.  biinied  at  Cal<'asieu. 
Confederate  scliooner  }[tinf  Ann,  burned  at  ('alcasieu. 
Confederate  sloop  EHza,  Iturned  at  ('aica.-*ieu. 

Frkdkruk  CK)MKKK. 
Acting  Masttr,  Commanding. 


B*port  of  Acting  XaJter  Crocker,  U.  8.  Nnvy,  regarding  the  dfittraoUon  of  railroad  bridge 

at  Taylor'i  Bayon. 

I*.  S.  S.  Kensinotok, 
Penmcola  Hmj,  Ocfuhfr  34,  1H62. 
Sth:  In  rontimiation  of  my  reports  from  Sahine  Pass,  sent  by  the 
prize  schooners  Aihynture  and  \\  <st  Florida.  1  have  tlie  honor  now  to 
state  that  on  the  13th  instant  I  sent  the  Kensin/fton  on  her  way  to  the 
Rio  Grande  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  t!ier»>  t<)  water 
the  Alfmtroiffi.  in  obedien(*e  to  your  owlers,  and  also  to  water  the  other 
Vessels  blockading  on  the  Te.xnn  coast. 

Tiie  next  day  I  commenced  to  prepare  an  expedition  to  destroy  the 
blargc  railroad  bridge  at  Taylor's  Bayou,  the  exi>edition  X  had  before 
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soni  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Pennington,  of  the  mortar 
schooner  Ihimj  Jaii^a,  having  fiiile<l.  at  which  the  ncwspajwrs  ahove 
exulted,  while  the  enenty's  troops  iminedialcly  occupied  it,  and 
Iwtwecii  two  and  three  hundred  men  were  placed  there  to  guard  it- 
I  put  the  Hachel  Seamaris  20-pounder  Parrott  ^;m\  and  my  heavy 
Pi-pou!idpr  hoat  howitzer  on  tttc  prize  steamer  Dan,  ami  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15tb,  with  tlie  schooner  Velocity  in  tow,  carrying  the  Ken^ 
mngtuu  yo-pounder  Parrott,  I  started  to  attack  the  enomy. 

In  crossing  the  hur  to  enter  the  lake  the  schooner  grounded  and  I 
h'ft  her,  piiKliitij*  tin  wit.li  the  steiinier  aiul  a  crew  of  "J/i  men  only.  The 
enemy  were  posted  hehind  a  hiy;li  un<i  strtm^emhunkment  ana  a  force 
of  cavalry  and  field  artillery  were  drawn  up  in  the  prairie  a  little  hack. 
Ab  soon  as  we  came  within  range  with  the  Parrott,  we  ononed  on  them 
witli  shell  to  draw  their  fire,  if  tJiey  had  any  heavy  artillcri,  but  they 
did  not  reply,  and  we  continued  the  fire,  neariug  them  rapidly  untU 
our  boat  howitzer  with  2-3econd  slunpnel  had  tncm  nicely  iu  range, 
when  the  steamer  grounded. 

A  verj'  few  rounds  gove  the  exact  elevation,  when  the  enemy  broke 
and  (led  in  ennfusion  toward  the  raviilry  iind  a  train  of  em's  which  had 
in  the  meantime  arrived  from  JJeaumont  with  reinfnn'emonts.  I 
imme^Iiut-eU'  sent  two  boat.s"  erews  to  destroy  the  bridge,  while  wo 
shelled  the  prairie  and  the  cars.  We  hit  the  train,  and  compelled  it 
and  the  troops  to  fall  back  after  some  time  spent  in  repairing  the  cars. 

The  two  Imats'  crews  under  cotumand  of  blaster's  Mate  Junvrin,  of 
tlie  Rixchrl  Stnmau,  and  Se-cond  Asststunt  Kngineer  [T.  W.l  O'Connor, 
of  iht!  KtiifiiutjloH ,  did  their  work  in  the  nu).sl  (■()mj)let,e  nnumi'r.  They 
entirely  destriiyed  the  bridge,  ibns  preventing  the  transportation  of 
heavy  artilk^ry  to  Sabine  Pass,  anc 


d  also  burned  all  the  enemy's  bar- 

pj/.-w//  and   Unxe  Star.     While  they 


were  at  work  the  enemv's  cavalry  made  a  charge  on  them,  but  the 
well-directed  tiiv  fi-om  (\w  steamer  repulse<l  them  and  tiie  work  was 
done  at  our  leisun?.  Uelurning  to  the  schooner,  we  towed  her  afloat, 
and  arrived  back  at  the  [Sabine]  Pass  the  next  morning.  All  that 
day,  the  U>tli,  we  spent  in  preparing  to  attack  a  cavalrv'  encampment 
situated  about  5  miles  back  from  the  town  of  Sabine,  the  pickets 
from  which  had  been  a  continual  annoyance  to  us.  (Jn  the  morning 
of  the  17th.  with  a  party  of  50  men  and  a  Ught  boat  howitzer,  we 
o^nunenced  «mr  march  for  the  encampment,  driving  in  the  pickets  as 
we  advanced.  They  retrcatwl  before  us,  gradually  incrensing  in 
nuinber  until  we  reached  nearly  l.o  their  encamj)ment.  where  thoy 
made  a  stand,  u|K>n  which  we  started  toward  them  on  the  double- 
(piiek  until  we  came  within  the  range  with  our  howitzer,  when  we 
unli  inhered  and  gave  it  to  them.  The  enemy  immediately  broke  and 
fled  into  the  chaparral.  We  immediat-ely  burner!  all  their  enrunip- 
ment,  consisting  of  fourteen  houses  and  st-ables,  and  then  marcht»d 
leisurely  back  U>  our  stenmer. 

I  can  not  s[>euk  in  too  liigh  praise  of  the  steadiness  and  coohiess  of 
my  ofliccrs  ant  I  men :  they  appeared  as  if  on  parade. 

1  desire  u>  (make]  especial  mention  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Janvrin, 
of  the  liarhel  Seaman,  and  Second  ^Vssistant  Engineer  O'Connor,  of 
this  ship,  both  of  whom  I  recommend  strongly  for  promotion  for  their 
gallanlrs'  and  also  for  their  professional  ((ualitications  and  (^haract«r. 

On  the  lS(h  the  Kenmnifion  returned,  having  obeyed  your  orders 
down  the  coaat,  and  on  the  19th,  with  a  number  of  refugees,  who  had 
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fled  to  us  for  prot^rtion,  I  startod  for  the  South  West  Pass,  where  1 
Uiidt'd  lUoni  nil  rh*»  2 1st,  in  cure  of  Oaptiiin  Weeks,  of  the  Pan<pero. 
^  I  left  the  Hachel  Seaman  (it  Sabine  Pass,  and  also  the  schooner 
Velocity,  with  the  Kensington's  Parrolt  gun,  and  the  prize  steamer 
Dan,  with  the  heavy  howitzer,  and  about  30  of  the  Kensington  a  men, 
all  under  commamT  of  Acting  Master  [N.  W.]  Hammoiid.  of  the  Ken- 
sington, who  has  accoinpanie<l  me  on  ull  my  exju'ditions  and  distin- 
guished liim.self  by  his  foolness  and  bravery  on  all  oeraslons. 

Captain  Hooper  lias  rendered  me  tlw  most  important  and  efficient 
»id  on  nil  ocea-sions,  while  nil  the  olheers  and  men  remaining  on  hoard 
Ihi'  Krnsingtoh  Imve  performed  their  greatly  increased  duties  with  tlio 
utmost  cheerfulness,  regretting  only  that  they  also  could  not  have 
Iwen  spared  to  help  us  on  shore. 

On  the  22d  I  supplied  wat^T  to  the  vessels  at  Ship  Island.  On 
the  23d  rej)orted  to  Commodore  Bell  at  Mobile,  and  arrivwl  at  this 
port  lost  night. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  CRorKKR. 
Acting  Master,  Cominanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  O.  FARRAorr, 

Commanding  Western  Oulj  Sguadron. 


Keport  of  Pilot  T«;]or. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Lioiit, 
Off  SaMne  Pasti,  January  to,  186S. 
Sm:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  t«  a  few  simple  facts  which  I 
have  every  reason  to  beheve  have  been  whollj'  overlooked  in  tho 
report  of  the  expedition  about  Sabine  Pass.  About  five  days  aft^r 
tho  Pass  was  occuj)ied  by  the  Federal  vessi'ls  1  was  arrested  by  the 
rebel  authorities,  from  wliom  I  made  my  escape,  and  after  scouting 
about  two  weeks  in  tho  prairie  I  managed  to  get  on  board  one  ot 
the  vessels  in  tiie  Puss.  As  soon  as  1  came  on  board  I  induced  Caji- 
tain  Oocker  to  get  up  an  expedition  in  the  lake  and  country',  of 
which  I  wii.s  to  a<^t  as  pilot.  We  first  destroyed  the  riiilroad  bridge, 
cutting  off  communication  between  Beauuiunt  and  the  Pass,  then 
burned  the  ivljel  l»arnicks  about  5  miles  from  the  Pa.ss.  I  then  pro- 
IWrtcd  Ui  him  to  pniceed  up  the  river  and  ciiptnre  ul>out  2,000  bales 
cotton,  then  alloat  (»n  sonu*  S  steamei-s  am!  5  schooners,  which  could 
have  thru  been  done  with  ease  and  safety  by  the  .same  force  employed 
to  bum  the  bridge.  Had  this  been  done  the  whole  communication 
would  have  been  cut  off  between  New  Iberia  and  Galveston,  none  of 
the  steamers  could  have  l>een  fitted  to  threaten  the  forces  now  here, 
and  .Sabine  Pass  could  have  been  defended  Ijy  one  howitzer.  At  that 
time  the  river  was  not  defendeil  in  any  way,  scarcelv  a  man  in  arms 
in  Orange  ComUj^  and  everything  quiet.  Captaui  Crocker  theu 
thouglit  proper  to  leave  and  "report  progress,  and  under  the  com- 
mand he  left  notliing  could  be  accomplished.  The  relwls  in  the 
meantime  were  left  quietly  to  fortify  the  river,  fit  out  and  arm  the 
steamers,  and  collect  cavalry  that  the  first  expedition  had  scattered 
to  their  homeB.  I  wai;  sent  to  Pensacola  in  charge  of  two  prize 
schooners  that  unknowingly  ran  in  here,  from  whence  I  was  onlered 
to  Key  West.    On  my  retimi  to  this  place. via  Now  Orleans  in  the 
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Kensinfiton  I  could  uol  ^et  «n  opportunity  oi*  permission  Ui  report  to 
you  pt'i-sonally.  I  lind  in  my  ^bsenco  t!»at  the  vessels  have  left  tlie 
river  from  fear  of  the  armed  steamers  we  could  have  formerly  taken 
so  easily,  aiul  left  my  family  uiid  tlnxse  of  other  I'nion  men  entirely 
at  the  nuMxy  t>f  the  rehel  liorde,  now  holding  milittvr}'  jurisdiction. 
Mad  T  possessed  an  o))jmrtunity  of  a  verbal  report,  from  my  accurato 
knowledge  of  tlie  country  I  coidd  have  furiiislu'<l  yoii  with  items 
necesiiftry  for  future  ]>roCTess.  As  I  liave  everything;  at  stake  and 
a  reward  of  SlO.dtHi  offered  for  my  arrest,  1  would  respectfully 
enquire  if  anytliinj;  can  hv  done  at  lliis  point  to  enable  me  to  rescue 
my  family  and  others  of  Union  men  here,  in  wliich  1  am  prepared 
to  laki'  a  veiT  active  part.  1  would  state  that  the  present  ferry 
flats  now  used  since  the  hriilge  was  burned  I  was  prevented  from 
destroying  by  an  order  from  C'aptain  Hooper,  of  the  Hachel  Seaman, 
and  at  that  time  were  employed  in  transporting  rebel  cununissary 
stores. 

1  ara,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Tatlob. 
Rear-Adnural  D.  G.  Farraout,  Esq.. 

Cornvtantiiutf  Wmtrrn  fivij  Wockadinff  Siiuufiron. 


Report  or  Rew-Admiral  Farraf  at,  U.  8.  Bavjr,  regarding  prizes  captored  at  SabiLe  Fan. 


No.  235.] 


Fi-AosniP  Hartford, 
Pfnmroh  Bay,  October  38.  ISfi^, 


Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  two  pri/,es  captured  by 
the  Kensington  at  Sabine  Pass.  One,  the  schooner  HV«/  Florida, 
wluch  vessel  I  informed  the  Department  <)f  the  capture  of  bv  the  gun- 
boat Jurkxon  (dispatch  Xo.  2IJ).  She  was  an  old  olTi'iider  on  the 
coast,  but  was  (inallv  sold,  like  all  other  propcrlv  of  tlie  kind,  in  New 
Orleans,  lo  an  Kiiy;lis)i  subject  and  made  bona  ihfe  Knglish  property. 
She  loaded  and  cleared  for  Malanioras,  Imt  with  a  tar^o  exa<'tly  suited 
fur  'IVxas,  the  priiiciiml  article  being  salt.  I  had  her  searched  and 
her  cargo  opened.  ITer  papers  were  all  signed  by  the  deputy  collector 
at  New  Orleans,  and  approved  by  General  Butler:  copies  of  most  of 
them  were  sent  to  the  Department;  so  I  allowed  lier  to  proceed  to 
MatnmorAH,  but  our  vessel  captured  her  at  Sabine  Pass  and  brought 
her  back  to  me.  I  shall,  tlierofore,  now  send  her  Nurth  for  adjudi- 
cation. 

I  <-an  not  see  the  use  of  a  ship  of  war  at  the  Rio  Grande  sinr«  the 
decision  of  the  court  against  the  capture  of  the  WUl-o'-the-ici^o,  cap- 
tured in  uiu-  waters,  professedly  loaded  with  ILsh,  but  really  loaded 
with  munitions  of  war  in  fish  barrels,  and  yet  she  was  not  considered 
subiett  to  capture. 

It,  however,  the  Pepartment  will  give  me  two  or  three  little  steam- 
ers upon  which  I  can  moimt  »ne  or  two  howitzers,  the  vessels  not  to 
draw  over  4  feet  of  water,  I  will  lake  Brownsville  and  keep  the  river 

Soliced  up  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Matamoras  trade  will  soon 
windle  down  to  a  comparative  nothingness. 

Verj'  respectfully'-,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Bear'Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Whiles, 

Secretary  of  tfii  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Beftr-Admiral  f uragnt.  U.  S.  Mavy,  to  Major -0«Deral  Bntleii  D.  B.  Armj, 

tratiimitting  copy  of  IttUr  iaaood  regarding  Uie  uhoontr  We*t  Florida. 

FLAosnir  Hartford, 
Penmcohi  Bay,  October  iiS,  i86S. 
T>EAR  Oeneual:  I  eiirlos*'*  hpicwith  a  copy  of  h  Ictt-cr*  issucil  to 
one  of  the  blockading  officers  as  a  pasa  for  the  scliooner  WeM  Florida, 
c&ptur^d  in  l.lie  act  of  running  the  blockade  at  Sabine  Pass. 
Very  truly,  youra, 

D.  0.  Farraoct, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Major-Gcncral  B.  F-  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Oulf. 


Ordar  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mfuor-Oenersl  Bailor,  U.  B.  Army,  restricting  the  iim- 
anoe  of  paseei  witlioot  initractioua  from  the  Department. 

War  Department, 
Washinf^ton  Cih/,  November  //,  !S62. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  brought  to  the  notice  of  llie  Presi- 
dent t)ie  pass  issued  by  yoii  to  the  United  States  vessel  West  Florida 
to  proceed  from  New  Orleans  to  Matamoras,  etc.  The  pass  was  not 
respected  by  the  blockading  stpjadron  in  that  quarter  and  the  vessel 
wasseisted  as  a  prize.  As  it  is  presumed,  however,  that  the  document 
was  given  in  good  faitJi,  the  restitution  of  the  vessel  will,  in  this 
instance,  be  ordered;  but  it  is  expected  that  you  will  not  in  future 
issue  sin^ilar  jiasses  without  further  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am,  general,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,. 

Secretary  of  War. 
Major-General  Bknjamin  F.  BtrrLER, 

New  Orleans,  La, 


Xtport  of  Bear-Admiral  Tarragat,  V.  8.  Havy,  aanonnoing  the  parole  of  Colonel  Clifton, 
C.  S.  Army,  captured  at  Sabloe  Pau, 

No.  242.]  Fi^osiiip  Hartford, 

Pensacolo  Boy,  October  30,  1863. 

Sih:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  thai  I  paroled  yesterday 
C-olonel  Nathl.  Clifton,  commandmg  (Jalcaaieu  regiment  of  Louisiana 
volunteers.  Colonel  Clifton  was  captured  by  Acting  Master  Crocker 
in  his  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  ifie  Natyy. 

•Seep.  227. 
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B«port  9f  LuaUauit-ColOQi'l  SjMtgtit,  0.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  eTuaktioD  of  SabUw 
Pui  b7  the  ConfodflfAU  forces. 

Headquarters  Spajout's  Battauon, 

Bf.iutmoni,  Tex.,  September  J6,  I86t. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instiint  (Major  J.  S.  Irvine,  commanding  at  Sabine 
Pass  (luring  my  absonec  under  orders  at  Houston)  twu  armed  sail  ves- 
sels and  one  steam  propeller  came  to  ane.hor  just  outside  the  bar. 

Early  the  next  mornm^  the  two  sail  vessels,  having  crossed  the  bar, 
took  position  and  opened  fire  on  our  works,  to  wluch  we  promptly 
replied;  but  the  shots  from  both  sides  fell  far  short.  Tney  then 
appntaclied  nearer,  when  a  brisk  lire  fn)m  both  sities  was  resumed  aud 
continued  until  <iark.  To  tlieeha<jrin  of  oilieei's  and  men  our  sliot  still 
fell  short,  wliile  tlio  enemy  was  enabled,  with  his  longer  range  guns,  to 
throw  shot  and  shell  around  and  into  our  works.  1  take  pleasure  iii 
stating  that  our  men,  lighting  at  tliis  immense  odds,  and  seeing  that 
they  could  inflict  no  injury  whatever  on  the  enemy,  and  while  his  shell 
were  bursting  over  their  lieads  ami  within  the  works,  stood  to  their 
guns  and  served  them  with  gi-eat  coolness.  The^'  could  not  be  re- 
strained from  mounting  the  works  and  shouting  and  waving  their  hats 
in  defiance. 

In  pursuance  to  orders,  Captain  G.  W.  O'Brj'an,  of  Companj'  E, 
with  Lieutenant  \V.  A.  Junker  and  a  detachment  of  26  of  Iiis  company, 
arrived  at  the  fort  at  nightfall. 

\Vlien  night  t-aine  on  Major  Irvine  determiuwl  that  it  would  be  a 
fruitlei^  exp<jsure  uf  the  men  and  put)lic  property  to  attempt  to  Iiold 
the  works  another  day.  and  commenced  at  once  to  remove  the  ord- 
nance stores  and  other  property,  and  spiked  the  ^ns,  consisting  of  two 
32-pounders  and  two  IS-poundei's.  Tlie  evacuation  was  completed  bv 
daylight  the  next  morning  and  all  the  Government  prupeny  saved.  I 
regret,  however,  to  state  that  two  of  the  men  recently  attacked  by  yel- 
low fever  were  not  in  a  condition  to  be  removed,  and  were  left  m  the 
hospital  in  the  care  of  competent  nurses. 

it  sliould  be  mentioned  hero  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  yellow 
fever  among  the  troops  at  Sabine  City  they  were  wlthdra^^^l,  wflh  the 
exception  of  n  detachment  of  artillery  (Company  B)  to  garrison  the 
works.  It  is  now  manifest  that  ttie  result  must  liavo  beiui  the  same, 
no  matter  what  the  number  of  the  force  there. 

To  Major  Irvine,  in  conmiand  of  the  post,  and  to  Captain  K.  0. 
Keith,  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  batten,,  great  praise  is  due 
for  the  gaUantry  of  the  resistance  offered  with  such  wholly  inadequate 
means,  and  nut  less  for  the  orderly  manner  in  which  the  evacuation 
was  conducted,  whereby  none  of  tlie  public  property  was  permitted 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  lean»  to-day,  the  two  sail  vessels  have  aiichored  opposite  the 
town  and  sent  some  men  ashore.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
force  of  the  enemy  and  liave  no  clue  as  yet  to  his  future  movements. 

I  have  been  reinforced  to-day  by  Klinorc's  regiment,  Wilson's  bat- 
tery, and  one  company  of  Grifiin'a  l)aitalion ,  Ca])tain  Cook's. 
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I  will  observe  the  movements  of  tlie  enemy  and  promptly  reuort  the 
result,  and  shall  lose  no  opportunity  of  inilicting  injury  upon  him. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Spajoht, 
LieuUnani-Oofonei,  OommandiTi^. 
Lieutenant  R.  M.  Franklin, 

Acting  AssistajU  -Adjntnnt'Qeneral, 


Seport  of  Colonel  Debray,  C.  B.  Army. 

HEADgrABTKKH   SirBMILITARY    DiHTRirT  OF   HorSTON. 

Ifouston,  Tfj-.,  September  J8,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  iliat  I  have  returned  Uwlay  from 
Beaumont  with  Elmore's  regiment  and  a  detachment  of  Griiliii's  bat- 
talion. Wilson's  battery  had  no  transportation,  but  shall  return 
to-morrow.  From  a  reconnoissancc  made  personally  down  to  near 
the  terminus  of  the  Sabine  Pass  Railroad  (2^  miles  from  the  town),  and 
from  infuniiation  received  througli  scouts  who  penetrated  into  the 
town,  I  have  satisfied  m\self  that  two  srlnvoners — one  1  -10  tons  bunlen 
armed  with  two  32-poimders  and  one  mortar  gun,  and  the  other  120 
tons  burden,  cariying  two  32-pounders  and  one  20-pounder  Parrott 
cun — are  lying  at  ancTior  witliin  the  bay  and  shut  completely  the  Pass. 
No  permanent  landing  has  been  made  and  none  will  probably  be  nniile, 
owing  to  yellow  fever,  which  is  still  raging.  Each  schooner  has  SO 
men  on  board.  I  have  stationed  the  two  mounted  companies  of 
Spaight's  battalion  between  Beaumont  and  Sabine  Pass  at  a  point 
from  which  they  can  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  bay 
and  bring  prompt  intelligence  to  Beaumont  and  Orange.  Their 
orders  are  to  drive  olT  the  herds  of  cattle  from  the  vicinity  of  the  bav, 
to  push  frequent  scouts  to  the  town  of  Sabine  in  order  to  watch  tfie 
inliabilants,  and  to  receive  information  to  endeavor  to  cut  oif  enemy's 
parties  who  raav  attempt  to  land  to  procure  becvi's.  The  section  of 
artillery  of  Spaight's  battaiion  is  stationed  at  a  bend  of  the  Neches, 
with  two  32-pounders.  at  12  miles  from  Beaumont.  Owing  to  the 
short  distance  from  wliich  they  can  be  fired  at  by  the  enemy  he  will  not 
have  the  advantage  of  long  range.  One  company  of  Spaight's  battal- 
ion (infantry)  is  ordered  to  take  station  at  Orange  to  protect  the  rail- 
road and  shipping  and  to  give  aid  to  the  provo.st-inai-shal  if  needed. 
Another  company  is  stationed  near  Beaumont  to  protect  the  railroad 
bridge.  I  have  ordered  the  provost -marshal  at  Orange  to  require  the 
owners  of  cotton  at  Orange  or  their  agents  to  remove  it  within  one 
week  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  with  warning  that  should  they 
fail  to  do  so  it  shall  be  removed  by  him  at  their  expense,  the  cotton 
being  security  for  the  cost  of  removal.  I  ordered  him  aUo  to  cause  all 
"lipping  at  or  below  Orange  to  move  as  far  up  the  river  as  possible  and 
'not  to  suffer  any  navigation  down  the  river  except  for  good  reasons, 
and  only  by  persons  whose  fidelity  to  our  Government  is  beyond  doubt. 
Should  the  enemy  approach,  ail  the  cotton  at  Orange  must  be 
destro3*ed.     *     *     * 

Having  full  confidence  in  the  judgment  and  activity  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Spaight,  an  excellent  officer,  and  believing  that  for  the  present 
his  battalion  is  more  than  sufficient  to  check  the  enemy  on  land.  I  have 
ordered  the  troops  I  had  taken  with  me  to  Beaumont  to  return  to  their 
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8t«,tioii^  and  to  keep  in  readuiess  to  move  at  short  notice  should  their 
prestMice  be  required  at  any  point  of  the  coast. 

m  *****  * 

I  i-eceived  informttiion  upon  my  return  that  tlie  blorkading  steamer 
at  Galveston  left  her  station  two  ilays  ago  and  has  not  returned. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  Debuay, 
Colonel,  Commandinff  SubmiUtarij  District  of  Houston. 

Captain  C.  M.  NL\son, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjuiant-Qeneral, 


Rsport  at  Lleat«DBDt*Colonel  Spaight,  C.  S.  Amy,  refsrring  to  Federal  attaok  apon  rail- 
road  bridge  at  Taylor'*  Bayoo. 

Headquarters  Spaight's  Battalion. 

lieaamonl,  Tex.,  Septembfr  ?i9,  I86S. 

Sik:  On  the  nit;lit  of  the  27th  instant  the  enemy  sent  up  lliree 
launclies  to  the  mouth  of  Taylor's  Bayou  and  attempted  to  burn  the 
railroad  bridge  (Eastern  Texas)  across  that  stream.  The  fire  ^\  hs  set 
just  before  day  and  was  extinguished  by  the  f^nud  stationed  there, 
riie  damd{>e  wus  very  slight  and  has  Ijooii  repaired.  They  took  oif 
with  them  three  citizens,  one  beiuR  the  mail  boy,  who  happened  to  be 
stopping  at  the  house  near  the  briti;^e. 

[sent  a  cavalry  et)mi>unv  d<iwn  cm  yrsterdav  to  the  bridge,  but  shall 
be  obliged  to  replace  it  \v\tli  infantn'.  as  1  fiave  just  lennied  water 
for  horses  can  iu»t  be  procured  in  that  vicinity.  *  *  *  I  shall 
endeavor  to  entice  the  enemy  to  make  anotlier  attempt  on  the  bridge. 
Meanwhile  I  will  scout  activeh"  in  and  uruuud  the  Pass.  I  have  this 
moment  learnetl  that  they  were  out  us;ain  histniKhl  in  the  [Sabine]  Lake 
opposite  Taylor's  Rnyou.  ami  nuiy  liavi'  gone  higher  up.  1  simtl  ex- 
penenee  no  little  ilillicully  in  concealing  my  designs,  or  rather  move- 
ment's, on  aceount  t>f  the  unreliable  character  of  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation in  the  vicinity  of  t  lie  [Sabine]  Pass. 

No  depredations  liave  been  conmiitted  so  far  on  the  citizens  of  the 
town.  They  have  indicated  a  Une  below  the  town  beyond  whirh  tlieir 
men  are  not  permitted  to  t;o  and  the  citizens  are  forbidden  to  go  below 
it.  They  say  the  propeller  has  gone  for  two  light-draft  gunboats, 
whicli  wdl  be  here  in  two  weeks. 

I  nuist  ask  for  an  oitler  to  charter  one  of  the  river  boats,  with  a  view 
to  remarking  the  stakes  tliat  mark  the  cliaiuicl  across  the  bars  and  to 
obstructing  the  channels  in  tlie  event  of  an  attempt  Uj  ascend  the 
river. 

Your  obedient  6er\'antj 

A.  W.  Spaight, 
Lieutenant-ColoTui,  Communding. 

IJeut«nant  R.  M.  Fuamklin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Otnerxd. 
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B«port  of  Lioateniint-Colonel  Bp&i|rbt,  C.  8.  Army,  reg-ardiog  measures  of  protoctioa  for 
railroftd  bridgo  Rt  Tajrlor'i  Boyon. 

HkAIKJUAKTEKS    SpAMiHTS    BaTTAMON, 

Beaumont.  Tex.,  October  2,  1863, 
Sir:  No  further  att^rnpt  has  boon  made  to  destroy  the  Eastern 
Texa*  RaiUi)ad  bridge,  but  to-<iay  the  railroad  depot,  a  mile  above 
the  town,  was  burned.  Itkcotivpr^aUoii^  withraptHin  Hurch  to-day 
Captain  Pennington  said  there  should  bo  no  more  travel  on  our 
(Kiiiitem  Texas}  railroai! ;  ho  would  send  a  li^ht-druft  s<'hooner  opptt- 
sitv  Tttylor's  Hayou  bridge.  He  also  let  it  out  that  lie  expected  soon 
two  New  York  ferr^-boats  to  ascend  the.  two  rivers,  They  have 
brought  in  uh  pri>u:  a  Ufjht-draft  schooner,  and  seem  to  be  fitting  her 
up  with  puns.  The  bridge  and  lower  part  of  the  road  are  at  their 
niertry  whenever  they  clioose  io  bring  a  light-draft  boat  to  bear, 
They  can  also  prevent  the  crossing  at  the  ferry  near  (lie  liridge,  and 
this  will  rut  oft  eomnnmiration  with  tho  [Sabine]  Pass,  except  by  a 
hmg  and  l)ad  ntute  by  way  of  the  C3ulf  beaeli.  In  tliat  event  I  .*^hall 
be  almost  forced  to  withdraw  my  cavalrj'  from  tlie  vicinity  of  the 
Pass  on  account  of  the  ditlicully  of  tran«portHtion  for  t^uppfies.     To 

firevent  this  I  must  have  nrtilh'ry.  If  I  could  eoi  one  or  Iwd  guns, 
arge  or  small,  to  place  at  the  mouth  of  Taylors  Bayou,  just  below 
the  bridge,  1  coulil  defeat  their  purpose,  keei>  open  cumnuinirAtion, 
and  confine  them  to  ihoir  boats  with  my  cuvalrj'.  They  can  bring  no 
heavy  guns  to  bear  on  the  l)ridge  and  c'ros.sing.  A  24-pounfh^r  or  two 
wouhl  answer  my  purpose.  If  they  are  m»t  to  be  had,  let  me  urge 
upon  the  colonel  commanding  to  send  mc  such  as  are  to  be  hail  witTi- 
out  delay.  It  certainly  should  be  our  aitn  to  yield  no  inch  of  ginund 
without  a  fight,  especially  where  by  limely  pre[)aration  we  may  beat 
them  off.  Besides,  wp  lose  and  they  gain  a  great  deal  by  the  Ijretiking 
up  of  this  commimication.  It  is  70  miles  to  the  Pass  iiy  any  other 
route  and  by  a  ruad  almost  impassable  to  wagons.  This  would  make 
it  diMcult  for  us  to  prevent  them  from  obtaimng  beeves  at  will. 
******* 

The  colonel  commanding  has  already  had  nay  opinion  that  the 
enemy  mean  more  than  simply  to  huld  Sabine  Pass.  That  opinion 
is  strengthened  ever}'  day.  1  now  beheve  that  even,'  available  gun 
at  our  connnand  should  be  sent  to  the  Sabine  River  and  Ui  Taylor's 
Bayou,  and  that  without  delay.  I  say  every  gun,  bwiausc  1  Itnow 
we  can  spare  but  few  at  the  most  for  any  one  exi)osed  point.  I  thitdc 
the  enemv  expect  to  take  possession  of  and  hoi<l  these  rivers  with  a 
small  outlay  of  strength,  and  we  ought,  if  possible,  to  disappoint 
tlieni.  Consi<lering  tlie  light-draft  boats  tlioy  art^  compelled  to  oper- 
ul^'  with,  I  think  with  even  the  hniitPtl  means  at  our  commano  we 
may  be  able  to  keep  them  <nit.  I  shall,  uidess  ordered  to  desist,  [lu^sh 
fijrward  the  work  of  obstructing  the  channels,  htit  it  will  take  time 
and  may  be  too  lat-e  for  our  purpose.  With  activity  the  guns  may  be 
put  in  position  in  a  few  days.     If  they  can  be  bad,  Major  Kellersberg'a 

'stance  is  very  desirable. 
Your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

A.  W.  Spatoht, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

lieutenant  R,  M.  Franklin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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fMosram-I 

Vthoima  Point,  Tex.,  October  10,  tfiSS. 
No  change  in  tho  rnovenionts  of  tlio  fleet.     Tluei'  Yankee  soldiers 
bro»g!»t  in   last,  night,  by  our  eavaln'  pirkets  give  themselves  as 
deserters.     I  will  examine  them  closely  and  send  them  to  Houston 
to  the  i)!*ovost-marshal.     Wlial  shall  I  do  with  them? 

X.  B.  Debray, 
Cohntl,  Commanding. 
Captain  Ramuki-  Boyru  Davis. 

(Tlirough  Captain  Wliarton.) 


Beport  of  Colonel  Cook,  C.  B.  Army,  referrLng  to  tlLT«ateDed  defltrnetlon  of  railroad  bridge. 

VmoiMA  Point,  Tex.,  October  13,  iS62, 
Colonel:  All  quiet.  Two  of  enemy's  vessels  left  the  harbor 
this  nii»i"ning — one  slt»aiuer,  one  sailing  vesa*?!.  My  scouts  bring  me 
word  from  several  citizens  of  the  city  that  Captain  Rensliaw  had 
informed  them  that  he  would  destroy  the  bridge  this  week,  and  that 
he  had  sent  for  Wilson's  Zouaves  to  hold  tho  city.  Will  you  send  the 
X-inch  columbiad? 

RespectfiUly,  etc., 

Jos.  J.  Cook, 

Colonel. 
Colonel  X.  B.  Dehuay. 


Order  of  Jiear-Admiral  Farra^,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nicli,ob, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  to  proceed  to  New  York, 

Flaosiiip  Hahtfxjrd, 
PenSQCola  Bay,  September  21,  1862. 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  with  tho  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Iroquois  under  your  command  and  report  to  Keur-Admiral  H.  Paul- 
ding for  repairs  to  youi'  vessel. 

\  ou  will  also  report  your  arrival  in  writing  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  tiie  NftN-y. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[T>.  U.  Karraovt,] 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gnlj  Hhckading  Stpiadron. 

Commander  Ki>.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding/  U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Iroquois,  Pensacola  Bay. 

Order  of  the  Secrttary  of  the  Nav^j  to  liear-Admiral  h^rraqut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  entrance  of  tKe  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Moftile  Bay. 

Navy  Department,  Septrmher  21,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  No.  131*.  enclosing  Commander  George 
Henry  Preble's  report  of  a  sl^amer  having  run  the  blockade  and 
entered  the  port  of  Mobile. 

Tho  vessel  was  no  doubt  the  rebel  armed  steamer  Oreto,  or  Florida^ 
commanded  by  John  N.  Maffitt,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Nax-y. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  an  order  of  the  department  dismissing  Com- 

*See  Series  I,  vol.  1. 
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mantler  Preblp  from  the  sorvico.  The  Department  regrets  that  he 
was  not  iiumedialcly  removed  from  his  command.  Printed  ropiea 
of  a  general  order  to  oe  read  on  the  quarter-deck  of  each  vessel  in  your 
squadron  will  be  transitiitted  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

You  will  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  other  ollicers,  esnccially 
Tjieutonant  Commander  Koe,  of  the  Winona,  off  the  port  when  the 
Ortto  ran  in. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wrlles, 

Senrtary  of  the  Navy. 
Rcar-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut. 

Cotnd//.  Wfitterti  Oulf  Hlockdg.  Squadron,  Pensacola,  Fla- 


TntitrucHoTis  from  tM  Sfcretarn  of  thf  Nmytj  to  Rfar-Admiral  Farra^j 
U.  S.  Xavy,  rrgiirdimj  thf  rfstrirttou  nf  traffic. 

Navt  Department,  September  31 ,  1862. 

Sir;  The  Department  aa«  received  the  communication  of  Com- 
mander Emmons,  dated  Septend)er — ,  1862,  forwarded  by  you,  in 
reference  to  the  trnii-sac lions  of  the  steamer  iiulianola. 

Hereafter  you  will  allow  no  vessel  to  injjiorl  or  export  merchandise 
at  any  port  of  the  bIockrt<lc<l  country.  New  Orleans  is  the  oidv  port 
open  for  general  tratUc  within  the  hraita  of  the  Western  Gulf  Block- 
ading; Squadron. 

You  will  not  regard  what  are  called  "permits"  from  any  officer 
exceipt  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treusiuy,  War,  or  Nax'^',  as  aiitliorizing 
the  ingress  or  egress  of  any  ve.s.sel  in  violation  of  the  bloekaih'. 

There  must  bo  no  favr^ritism  or  license  given  to  any  fine  or  more  of 
our  countrj'mon  to  traffic  witliin  the  blockaded  rc^ori.  or  to  imitort  or 
export  meichundisc.  That  would  be  justly  considered  as  evasive  of 
the  bhx-kade  and  in  had  faith. 

No  oflicer  of  the  Army  or  Navv  is  authorized  to  grant  permits,  and 
you  will  seize  all  vessels  engaged  in  illegal  traffic. 

Such  vrewels  as  under  the  authority  of  the  War  or  Nary  Depart- 
ments may  be  engaged  to  carry  supplies  to  the  Army  or  Navy  will 
take  no  return  cargo.  The  bhx-kade  is  intended  to  interdict  all  trade 
whatever  with  the  country  blockaded  during  its  continuance,  and 
should  be  ng!<lly  enforced. 

I  am,  resjMictfully,  your  obe^lient  sor^'ant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  me  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Ovmdg.  Western  Gulf  JiloMy.  tSquadnm,  Pensacola,  Fla. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Narw  to  Itmr-Admira}  Farraout,  U.  8. 
Nax?y,  reytirdhig  condition  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna  and  vesseU 
for  hl«  command. 

Na\t  Dep.vrtmant,  September  23,  1862. 

Sir:  The  report  of  the  survey  on  the  steam  frigate  Susquehanna 
was  received  and  referred  t«  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering, who  remarks  as  follows: 

I  bcliove  ttio  SiiMiutfianrui  cou,  with  ^Uful  numagomeni,  bo  kept  on  her  fitflUoD  UDtil 
tlie  1st  of  JftnuATj  next.    Hor  coDcUtion  is  no  worse  now  than  it  lus  beeo  during  ibo  la»t 
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tUree  monthn.  TIip  niacluncrv  U  in  a  very  inoilicinnt  sihto  and  should  Itousod  as  little  u 
possible,  but  tbe  vmserH  wmcm  cuu  be  coiuiuiiaded  witb  it  for  Lli«  tioio  xUUmI.  A  new 
sltafl ,  pillow  block,  etc.,  are  reftdy  it  the  New  York  oary  yard,  and  have  been  Tor  w\-«nl 
moQlhs. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Montgomfry,  Commander  Charles  Hunter:  Mohican, 
Captain  J.  B.  Mart-hand :   and  Pnaihfmta«,  Lieutenant-Crtiiiniauder 
WiUiarn  M.  Gambio.  are  under  orders  to  join  your  squadron.     Thoy 
will  sail  soon,  and  are  dlrw.t.od  to  reijori  to  yoii  at  Pciisacola. 
I  am,  repectfuUy,  your  obedient  senant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Corridg.  Western  Guif  Blochdg.  Squadron,  Pe.nsacola,  Fla. 


BejHtfi  of  Commander  French,  U.  S.  N^avy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alba- 
trosH,  regarding  tfte  capture  of  the  schooner  Two  Si-ttferf!,  Septfinber 
2i,  1862. 

IT.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Off  Rio  Grande  River,  Sepiemlwr  J.i,  tS6e. 

Sir:  I  have t-o  report,  to  the  Dopartment,  incomplittnc**  with  printed 
forms  of  orders  to  priae  ma8tei*s.  that  on  the  2l8t  instant  the  schooner 
Twt)  StJttfrtt  Hppearod  o(t  the  mouth  of  this  river  with  tho  ('onfederate 
flag  (lyinp  at  tier  [icak.  I  imnu'diulcly  sUp^ted  my  chain  and  steamed 
luwar-d  lier.  uverliHulinj;  and  lH,kiti<!;  ])ns.se.ssioti  of  her. 

1  have  .sent  her  to  Kvy  \Ve.st,  ria.,  in  clmrge  of  Acting  Miistpr's 
Mate  lOha-s  Stowell.  »ind  with  a  crew  of  I  petty  oHicer  and  A  men  from 
this  vesiiol,  and  the  captain  and  *J  of  his  crow,  retained  as  witnesaea.  to 
in*  delivered,  with  all  tlie  papers  from  un  board,  to  the  jud^e  uf  the 
LI.  S.  district  court  at  that  place. 

The  vessel  has  a  register  from  the  Oonfrderatr  States  of  America, 
at  Galveston,  Tex.,  ou-ned  by  Texans,  and  a  cargo  belonging  to  Setiors 
A.  Blum  &  Brother,  Galveston. 

She  came  from  Sisal,  bound  to  Galveston. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  87  hales  of  gunny  cloth,  with  corresponding 
bale  rope,  and  1  case  of  crinolines.  The  vessel  is  54^5  tons,  built  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  lS5li. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Fbench, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  (\ 

Enclosed  is  a  full  list  of  the  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  vesael 
at  the  time  of  the  capture. 


Letter  from 


Oi/'.  U.  S.  conitul-aenfrnl  nt  flavann  to  the  Secretary  of  StaUf 
tran-fmitiing  affidavit  of  the  master  of  schooner  Annie  Cuipp. 

No.  93.]  U.  S.  CONaiTLATE-GENERAL. 

Havana,  September  2^,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  consideration  the  affidavit  of  John  Johnson, 
late  ma.ster  of  the  American  schooner  Annie  Clapp,  of  New  Orleans. 
This  vessel  fell  in  with  and  took  on  board  26  men  belonging  to  the 
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WTeckcd  Confederate  steamer  Yorl'toTon  and  landed  them  near  the 
enemy's  roast  instead  i)f  rarryinp  lliem  to  Ship  Island  or  Key  West, 
under  tlie  ]»lca  of  hciiif;  sliort  of  provisions. 

The  matter  was  not  reported  to  me,  either  hy  the  captain  or  owner, 
until  I  compelled  them  to  appear,  but  it  was  ^ven  to  t!io  press  and 
published,  toeethcr  with  a  letter  of  thanks  received  from  the  ship- 
wrecked people.  I  do  not  find  fault  with  the  humanity  of  the  act,  but 
I  question  tlie  loyalty  of  Ihe  master  and  owner  from  the  manner  in 
which  that  act  was  performed. 

The  owner,  who  is  a  resilient  of  New  Orleans,  has  been,  I  am  told, 
engaged  previous  to  our  occupation  of  that  city  iri  running  the  block- 
ade with  other  vessels  of  his  own. 

This  case  and  others  like  il  are  calculated  to  depreciate  the  respect 
due  to  our  Hag,  and  i  respectfully  sugg;e.sL  that  on  the  return  of  these 
parties  to  New  Orleans  tne  matter  may  receive  due  investigation. 
Very  re6i>©clfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

CoriAul-Oentral. 

Hon.  Wm.  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SUite. 

[Eudoecure.l 

OONSrt-ATE-OENRnAI,  OF  THK    fXITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 
UAVANA, CUBA. 

I,  John  Johnson,  latciy  the  master  of  the  schooner  j4nn»>  Cfapp,  of 
New  Orleans,  of  the  burden  of  M  tons  or  thet'cubouts,  and  lying  now 
b\  the  port  of  Havana,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  I  sailed  with 

^aid  schooner  from  the  port  of  New  Orlejins  on  the  1 2th  day  of  August 
st,  bound  lo  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber  and  staves.     My  crew 

'^consisted  of  the  mate  {who  is  the  owner  of  the  ve-ssel)  and  4  men, 
making  us  6  persons  all  told.  Tfiat  for  the  waut  of  a  pass  from  the 
military  authorities,  we  were  detained  at  the  picket.s  four  days.  I 
then  went  up  to  the  city  and  obtained  the  pass  and  rejoiru-d  my  ves- 
sel. On  the  !6th  we  proceeded  to  Ship  Island,  where  we  were  wukI- 
bound  until  the  2Ist,  when  we  went  to  sea.  When  about  12  miles 
from  Ship  Island  1  diiicovered  that  our  foremast  was  rotten;  turned 
back  to  Ship  Island,  where  we  stayed  four  days  longer,  repaired  the 
most,  and  on  the  25th  went  to  sea  a  second  time,  at  about  9  a.  m. 
At  alwut  9  or  half  past  9  the  next  morning,  I  discitveivd  two  boats 
containing  2G  men.  with  a  white  flag  o.s  u  signal  of  distress,  right 
ahead  of  my  vessel.  1  took  tlie  two  boats  aboard  and  the  26  men; 
fronj  them  I  a^+ccrtained  that  they  belonged  to  the  Confederate 
steamer  Yt/rkUnmt,  of  Mobile,  laden  with  cotton,  from  Mobile  to 
Havana,  which  had  niu  the  blockade,  but  in  doing  so  she  sprung  a 
leak  and  foundered  at  seu,  and  that  they  had  lost  uU  hut  a  few  articles 
of  luggage.  I  was  tlieii  72  miles  fnmi  Ship  Island,  hearing  N.  W.,  the 
win(fr2.  N.  E.  I  had  at  tiie  time  only  1  barrel  of  beef,  2  barrels  of 
hard  bread,  a  Iialf  barrel  of  Hour.  2  kegs  of  mackerel,  and  other  sundry 
minor  stores,  and  dOO  gallons  of  water;  and  I  had  44  persons  on  board, 
including  12  passengesrs.  Being  eonvint-ed  that  1  could  not  support  so 
many  pei-sons  till  v\e  gt)t  to  Havana,  and  could  not  reach  Slup  Island 
anil  l>e  back  where  T  was  under  two  days,  I  ta<kcd  sliip,  ana  put  for 
the  shore  by  mj*  nearest  calculation,  it  being  at  night  at  10  o'clock. 
I  was  about  10  miles  from  Mobile  Point,  in  17  fathoms  of  water.     I 
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was  becalmed  ar»d  could  not  ^l  to  the  blockading  squadron.  I  then 
sent  the  shipwreckecl  men  with  some  provisidius  and  water  in  their 
boats  to  the  shore,  and  tlion  larked  sliij>  and  proceeded  on  my  voyage 
toward  Havana.  The  shipwrecked  men,  previous  to  their  departure, 
handed  me  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the  ser\'ico  I  had  rendered  them. 

J.  Joun6<:in. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  22d  day  of  September,  18C2,  before  me. 
[seal.]  R.  W.  Shitfeldt. 

Ci/nsul-Generai . 


Letter  j mm  Rear-Admiral  Fnrragui.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  But- 
ler, U .  S.  Army,  regarding  the  improving  of  mail  comjnunicati<m 
between  New  Ori&ins  and  Pensacola. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bag.  Septemhcr  :i6,  t86^. 

Dear  General:  I  wrote  you  by  t!»e  Clifton,  and  sent  word  to  you 
by  General  Arnold,  about  Kort  tiftines.  but  we  appear  to  be  a^  much 
out  of  the  way  here  as  in  Yucatan.  I  hear  nothing  from  v*>u,  and 
until  the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee  yesterday  we  had  heard  nothing 
since  l\w  Clifton. 

I  wish  to  establish  a  mail  twice  a  week  between  New  Orleans,  Ship 
Island,  and  Pensacola.  I  wdl  send,  on  any  stated  days  tliat  you  may 
establisli  with  tiie  poslmastor,  to  Ship  Lsland  for  our  mails  for  tlia 
place.  I  know  we  have  a  large  mail  at  New  Orleans  for  the  vessels 
nere,  as  well  as  my  ofliciat  man.  as  I  have  only  received  two  or  three 
letters  from  the  Department.  I  sent  some  powder  to  Ship  Island  for 
the  use  of  the  army  and  navy.  It  went  in  the  Bkode  Ishiud  to  New 
Orleans,  but  as  she  had  the  fever  on  board  it  had  to  be  left  at  Ship 
Island. 

Do  let  me  know  yotir  intentions  toward  Fort  Gaines,  Have  you 
the  troops  to  s]>are  to  attack  it  in  the  rear,  landing  in  the  [Missi.ssippi] 
Sound? 

I  see  by  my  letters  that  the  Department  rather  throws  cold  water 
on  the  attack",  but  I  tliink  now  is  the  time  to  create  a  diversion  in  their 
forces  at  the  North,  wliere  they  appear  to  be  managing  about  as 
badly  as  could  be  expected  from  the  woret  instead  of  the  best  gen- 
erals in  the  country. 

Do  let  me  hear  from  you,  for  I  will  be  ready  in  five  or  six  days  for 
anything  as  far  as  my  force  goes. 
Yours,  most  tndy, 

[D.  G.  Farragut.] 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  GmIJ  Blockading  Sqttadron, 

Major-Gcncral  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Gulf. 


Extract  from  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragttt,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Comr- 
modore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  on  the  Mississippi 
River. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  September  26,  tS62. 
Dear  Commodore:  I  received  yours  of  the  17th,  by  the  Tennessee. 
I  was  truly  glad  to  get  her  back,  although  she  brougnt  mc  no  news, 
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and  we  are  all  in  a  state  of  intenfie  anxiety  to  hear  how  the  iight  is 
going  on  in  the  North. 

As  to  more  gunboats  on  Ihe  MutaiRHippi.  I  think  it  Is  all  HtufT.  Mr. 
Lowry  says  they  only  want  gnns  Ut  shut  up  the  river;  that-  is  a  ffrpat 
want,  ana  next  they  want  a  place  to  put  their  y;tins.  What  ('ouhl  a 
milHon  of  men  do  on  the  hanks  if  they  had  no  ^na?  As  to  the  10,000 
men,  I  will  believe  it  when  I  aee  theiti. 

I  send  the  Tennrssee  to  Ship  Island  to-day  to  try  and  establish  a 
mail  twice  a  wet^k  fn>rn  New  Orleana  U*  Ship  Island  and  this  [place]. 

*  *  *  4  *  *  4: 

You  muttt  not  allow  vessels  to  be  repaire*!  at  the  will  of  the  captains 
and  the  engineers  of  the  vessels,  hut  call  u  survey  on  Iheni  and  allow 
nothing  more  to  be  done  than  it  recommends.  \Ve  will  never  be  able 
to  keep  ourselves  in  money. 

As  to  the  gunboats,  they  must  give  convoy  and  protection  to  com- 
merce; and  if  they  are  cognizant  of  any  misdemeanors  they  must 
report  them  to  you  or  to  the  general.  Let  them  go  leisiirely  up  and 
down  the  river  as  far  as  Baton  Rouge  and  even  to  Red  Rfver.  At 
least  let  them  have  tit  report  that  they  have  been  fired  on  before  thoy 
say  the  river  is  closed. 

I  expect  to  be  otf  this  river  soon,  for  I  sIihII  make  a  tour  of  the  coast 
as  soon  as  the  Mobile  affair  is  decided  upon.  1  am  anxious  to  hear 
from  the  gencnd  ah<nit  tlic  troops,  etc. 

Did  you  get  the  $20,0()U?     Did  you  get  the  100  barrels  of  powder 
sent  to  Ship  Island  f     Do  have  my  mad  sent  In  Ship  Island  if  possible. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  FarraoutJ 
Renr- Admiral .  Comdg.  Western  (hdf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  MoRitia, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Mississippi  River. 


Repofi  fij  Lifuiennni  iMm-safi,  ff.  S.  N^avy.  rommnnding  IT.  5.  S. 
Kiitatmny,  traiismiUinff  statement  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Emma, 

U.  S.  SOIIOONBR   KlTTATlSNY, 

Off  Velasco,  Tex.,  September  21^  186'2. 

Sir:  I  herewith  forward  you  a  statement  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel 
[^schooner  Emma,  bound  to  Jamaica,  with  I'Jl  bales  of  cotton  on  board. 
_    t  daylight  this  morning,  it  being  perfectly  calm,  discovered  her 
about  S  miles  distant.  Ijcarmg  S.  W.  oy  W.     I  Immediately  dispatched 
two  armed  boats  and  cnptured  her  at  7:30  a.  m. 

I  have  sent  her  to  Key  West,  if  it  is  found  to  l>e  an  open  port; 
otherwise  1  have  instructed  Acting  Master  Pendleton  in  charge  to 
proceed  to  New  York. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

0.  W.  Lamson, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny. 
Hon,  GiTJEON  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Jiepofi  of  liear-Admiral  Famu^ut,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  price  cj 

No.  209.]  FLAOsinP  IIartfoud, 

Ptnmfola  Bay,  Septrmhrr  2f),  ISS^. 

Sm:  1  bejc  to  ca!I  the  Bttention  of  the  Department-  to  the  fact  that 
when  I  first  canic  on  tdis  station  tlie  coal  was  sliipntKl  to  me  at  from 
$4.ri()  111  S.*)  per  ti)n;  the  freights  have  hoeu  gradually  ineroasing  until 
t}iev  are  now  at  $S  per  ton. 

In  the  lii-st  instance  tliey  had  no  return  cargoes;  now  they  have  a 
eharice  to  t)httiiri  return  4'arj;<tes  from  New  Orleans,  and  can  conse- 
cpjently  afford  to  ship  their  coal  at  ij  lesa  rate  instead  of  at  an  inen^ased 
one. 

This  may  not  !)e  any  of  my  business,  but  when  mj^  country  is 
bleeding'  at  ever>' pore  Ifeel  it  my  duty  to  prevent  impositions  as  far 
as  practiruble.  The  coal  is  sent  in  vessels  that  it  takes  months  to 
discharge,  and  ihi'  ilemiirrage  is  very  heavy.  The  bureau,  however, 
lias  informe*!  me,  by  t!»e  htst  mail,  that  it  \\\\s  now  directed  it  to  bo 
sent,  n.s  I  requested,  in  vessels  of  MOO  or  400  tons,  and  no  fast,er  than 
I  may  desire.  I  will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to 
another  fact  that  operates  against  us.  and  which  I  do  not  understand. 
They  proliibit  the  coal  vessels  from  brinpng  out  potatoes  and  other 
vegetables  to  the  fleet,  which  would  go  far  to  jtrevent  scurvy,  while 
the  army  transport  landed  here  yesterday  mure  than  100  barreU  of 
apples  and  potatoes  for  the  u.se  of  the  troops  stationed  at  this  place. 
Ver\'  respectfully,  yuur  4d>edient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoi^t, 
Rear- Admiral ,  Comdg.  Western  Gul]  Blockd^.  Squ4jdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellea, 

Secretary  oj  tlie  Napy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-AdmimI  FarramtJ,  V .  S.  Nav}/,  propo»inn  unth  widi- 
tioTKi-l  t^ssfh  to  take  I'orLs  Gaiur^  and  Morgan,  Afa. 

No.  210.1  Fi^tjaiiiP  Hartford, 

Petmicola  Bay,  September  SO,  }S6g. 

Sir:  If  tbo  Department  can  spare  me  two  more  steam  sloops  of  tho 
Houjtatoiiie  class  I  iliink  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  army.  I  could 
take  Korts  Gaines  and  Morgan.  If  an  ironclad  can  be  s])arcd,  so 
much  the  better.  1  must  have  the  assistance  of  the  army  to  take 
Kort  (ittines,  as  the  shiiw  can  not  get  sufliciently  close  to  ii,  and  it 
must  be  taken  to  secure  an  entrance  for  our  supplies,  as  we  havr  no 
vessels  of  light  draft  to  get.  up  (Grant's  Pa-ss  to  take  0*lar  Point,  and 
pet  our  supplies  in  that  way.  I  beg  to  stat^  to  the  Department  that 
It  is  a  most  mortifying  fart  that  we  have  no  vess**!  with  sutlicient  siHH'd 
to  catch  any  of  the  fast  steamers  that  run  t!»e  blockade.  We  greatly 
need  a  fast,  steamer,  lik<'  the  i'onuectu'ut  or  RhtnU  hfand,  to  bring 
them  to  bay  while  the  gunboat*  nni  up  and  engage  them.  The  Ten^ 
nessee,  which  1  use  as  a  dispatch  boat  to  the  stpuulron,  is  very  faat^ 
but  she  is  so  rotten  and  worn-out  that  I  could  not  think  of  repalrinjf 
her  except  in  the  most  temporan.-  maimer,  or  she  would  answer  ray 
purpose  off  Mobile  very  well. 
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My  reporLs  from  Mobile  (by  tiio  arrival  of  the  Winona,  leakii^  so 
Ihut  she  would  not  hiivo  koi»t  Hlloat  four  liotirs  longor,  mid  tlio  Ken- 
nebtx.  wilb  sciokestafk  and  main  Uij)mast  gone)  t<'nci  t-o  .sliow  that 
thc'V  iiAve  had  a  vorj*  Iioavy  gale  off  t Fiat  f)lar(' — in  fact,  a  ('yclone — aa 
they  state  that  the  wiiid  blew  from  all  points  of  the  compass. 

The  Winona  was  ^eatly  strained  and  leaked  fore  and  aft,  and  tho 
leak  Joined  upon  the  pumps  until  she  got  into  Pensacola,  where  I 
niacea  her  in  tlie  ))asin.  got  the  ^nis  out  of  her,  and  have  re<iiiced  the 
leak  t«  '1  inefies  per  hour  or  even  less;  slic  will  have  to  be  calked.  [ 
will  put  lier  smokestaek  upon  the  Kfnnehfc,  which  I  shall  send  haek 
to  bcr  station  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  ivspeetfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  Farr^vqit, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdy.  Western  GvlJ  lilockdg.  Squndron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W^axhinyton,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admirdl  Farrayul,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunieer 
Lieutenant  Woodworth,  r.  S.  Ntti*y,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  John  P. 
Jackson,  to  proceed  U>  the  protection  of  Petit  Bois  Island  Pa^. 

Flagsiup  Hartford, 
Peii9acoJa  Bay,  September  30,  1S62. 
J>StB:  Toil  will  proeeed  up  Mississippi  Sound  lo  Petit  Bois  [Island] 
'ftss,  endeavor  to  ascertain  positively  whether  Grant's  Pass  is  open 
or  closed,  and  should  it  be  open  you  will  remain  at  and  guard  Petit 
Bois  [Island]  Pass. 

Veiy  res[)ectfuUy,  your  obedient  son-ant, 

[D.  G.  Farraoi't.] 
Rear-Admiral,  Cmndg.  Western  Gulf  Hlockdy.  ^q^aadron. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  C'ommandiiiK  S.  E.  Woodworth, 

Conimandmg  U.  S.  S.  Jackson. 


Memorandum,  of  instnictionn  from  Renr-Admiral  Farrayut,  U.  S.  Navy^ 
to  Commodore  \(orri<,  if.  S.  Natn/,  commandiny  iu  M ijifiiasippi 
River. 

Fl/Voship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay.  September  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  made  the  following  memoranda  for  y«ur  ^idance: 
Direct  Captain   Swartwout   to  searc-h   very  earefufiy  all  vessels 
passinc;  up  the  Mississippi  for  contraband,  and  not  to  permit  anything 
to  pass  up  wiijiout  the  signature  of  General  Butler,  or  some  of  Ids 
higliest  onicers.  vi/,  provost-marshal,  collector.  Generals  Arnold  or 
Shepley.  btii  not  with  the  signatures  of  deputies  or  deputy  assistants. 

2.  Send  tlie  Bohio  here  for  her  repairs. 

3.  Let  me  know  if  you  can  get  any  light  sheet  iron  at  New  Orleans 
or  on  board  the  store  vessels  suitable  for  a  smokestack.  If  so,  send 
it  over  t)»e  lake  to  Ship  Island,  as  I  need  it  for  a  smokestack  for  the 
Kennebec,  which  lost  hers  in  a  gulc  off  Mobile. 
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4.  Send  me  some,  of  tlic  oakum  out  of  Ftamot.  or  any  other  that 
you  have,  t»y  ihe  fiofno,     I  Imvo  none  but  ^liat  I  have  picked. 

5.  Do  not  fail  to  send  our  mails  refjiilarly  to  Ship  Islaiul  by  the 
Ceres,  as  the  Trnnessre  will  j;o  from  here  for  it  twice  a  week. 

You  will  return  to  tlio  Department  and  direet  Paymaster  Taylor 
and  Chief  Engineer  E.  Lawton  to  return  to  you  for  transmi-Ksion  to 
the  Department  the  ndes,  etc.,  fur  the  ^overiuuent  of  the  Navy,  stuit 
to  you  nnd  tliem  for  revision  early  last  July. 

Very  resportfuUy,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

D.  O.  FARRAOtn*. 
It f^r- Admiral,  Conuf/f.  Wextem  (htlf  Blockdg.  Sqwulrmi. 

Conmioiioro  I!.  W.  MoRnis, 

Commanding  Nami  Forces  Misaissippi  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe,  U.  S.  Nawf,  of  expenditure  of 

ammunition. 

OcTOBi:u  1,  1S62. 

Fired  at  batik  ol  Baton  Rougr  Anffvift  B,  7,  and  SO,  ISHX. 
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Very  reapeclFully, 


F.  A.  Roe, 
TAeutenani-Comma  nder. 


Report  of  Commodore  Porter,  V.  S.  Nm*y,  referring  to  the  seizure  oj  the 
towhoat  A Jifjlo- American. 

New  York  Cmr,  Oeioher  7,  18G3. 
Sir:  On  the  26th  [24th]  August  I  seized  the  Angh-Amerimn,  tow- 
boat,  and.  di^char^iii^  her  crew,  p!a4'ed  tlif  (iniccni  and  seamen  of  the 
late  t'^.  S.  guiihuat  Surntrr  on  her,  arming  her  with  a  oO-pounder  rifled 
giin  and  12-|M»iHiiler  Imwilzer  from  the  Eftsfx. 

That  slie  was  iiMed  by  the  retw^ls  up  to  a  late  date  and  her  owners  are 
notoriously  disloyal  there  can  be  no  question.  Evidence  of  her  having 
been  used!  hereis-ith  enclose,  and  also  transmit  the  rebel  flag  found  on 
her. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Porter, 
Commodore,  U.  S.  Navtj. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  the  Narnj,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretarjf  of  the  Xaiy  to  Rear-Admirfil  Frtrragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 
relatwe  to  gaartfing  tfu  Mis»ia;iippi  River  al  tlu  mouth  of  Red 
River. 

Navt  Department, 

Octoher  :i,  1S6S. 

Sm:  Whilst  the  \fi.ssissippi  River  roiitiuue.s  to  be  blockaded  at 
Vicksburfj.  and  until  vou  h-am  from  Commander  1).  U.  Porter,  who 
will  be  in  coniiiiand  oT  the  MissisHippi  Squadron,  that  he  ha.<i,  in  con- 
junction with  the  army,  opened  the  river,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you 
to  guard  the  lower  part  of  that  river,  especially  where  it  la  joined  by 
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the  Red  River,  the  suui-ce  of  many  of  Ibe  important  supplies  of  the 
enemy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

GlDBOK  Wei-tjes, 

Secretary  oj  the  \avy. 
Rear-Admiral   D.  G.  Fahraoitt. 

Coiui/umding  West  Gulf  Blockadiwj  Squadron,  Pensacda. 


Kepori  of  LieuUnant-Commandfr  Rae,  V .  S.  Navy,  remrding  the  de- 
struction by  fire  oj  a  sjnall  grocery  near  Bannei  Carrri. 

U.  S.  S.  GuNBOxVT  Katahihn, 

Mississippi  Rivtr.  October  3.  1SG2. 
Sm:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  1  landed  an  arnu'd  force  at  a 
place  just  above  Bonnet  Cam',  on  the  east  hank  of  the  river,  and 
destroyed  a  biiiidiiig  known  as  Snarl's  j^rocerv.  This  hiiildinj;  has 
been  a  place  of  resort  lor  the  guerrillas  and  stouts  from  Ctiiiip  Mooro 
for  some  lime,  and  wns  used  bv  them  as  a  j^cncral  <ii'pot  and  place  of 
rendezvous. 

Mr.  Snarl  himself  is  a  notorious  rebel.  Mr.  Burbank,  the  Union 
)>lanter  living  above,  was  my  prim-ipai  informant. 

The  building  contained  notlung  but  a  counter,  a  card  table,  packs  of 
old  cards  and  counters,  and  some  trappings  for  hoi'semen,  and  one  bed. 
I  therefore  bunied  the  pluec  to  the  j^rouna. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  A.  Roe, 
Lieutcna  ni-Comma  ruler. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  F.vrraoit, 

Couiinanding  W'tM  (iitij  Blockading  Squadron,  PensafoUx,  Fla, 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farraaut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Vot-aiUter 
Lieritenani  Woodworth,  U .  S.  Ivary,  regarding  ike  examination  of  the 
prise  vesaeU  Weat  Florida  ami  Lifitrty. 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  4,  IS82. 
Sib:  Your  communications  in  relation  to  the  prize  vessels  West 
Florida,  Lihetfy,  etc.,  were  duly  received.  I  have  had  the  Englisli 
schooner  exninmed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  this  ship,  as  well  ns  your 
own,  to  see  if  anything  contraband  of  war  could  be  foun<i.  Her 
papers  are  as  corre<!t  as  possible,  all  being  signed  by  General  Butler, 
the  collector,  and  acting  Britisli  consul.  I  have  no  doubt  that  her 
cargo  is  intended  fur  Textis;  still,  unless  we  can  find  good  evidence  of 
the  fact,  it  will  not  do  to  seud  her  north  for  adjudication.  I  shall 
comimiaicate  the  facts  of  these  coasting  vessels  fitted  out  in  New 
Orleans  to  the  Department  and  ask  for  instructions  in  the  case.  As 
to  the  Liberty,  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  there  is  no  such  authority 
ve.8ted  in  the  collector  to  pive  a  coasting  license  to  a  vessel  oi»  an  ene- 
my's coast,  and  particidany  as  the  captain  and  crew  are  all  foreijj^ers, 
and  the  only  man  named  in  the  license,  Kosma  Morgan,  is  not  ou 
board  the  vessel,  nor  is  the  signature  of  General  Butler  allixed  to  the 
papers — nothing  but  W.  C\  Gray,  deputy  collector.     When  the  Vtd- 
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ture  arrives  here  I  will  lot  vou  knoi#.  but  I  fear  she  will  not  make  her 
appearance,  althou^^h  tlic  tJnum  did  turn  up. 

I  ui-sh  you  would  write  me  tlio  partieularH  ol  the  vessel  with  plate 
iron  OD  board,  said  to  be  lust  on  the  west  end  of  Dauphin  Tsland. 
Very  respectfuily, 

[D.  G.  Farraoitt.) 

Acting  Vohinteer  lieutenant  S.  K.  Woodworth. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farraaut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  AcHny  Voluntffr  Lmi- 
Unant  Woodworth.  U.  S.  Nm*y,  expressiti4j  surprise  at  lack  oj  atten- 
tum  to  steamers  seen  in  Missis»ippi  Souna. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  OdohrY  4,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication*  in  reflation  to  your  going 
up  the  p^Iiasissippi]  Sound  at  the  reque^^t  of  Captain  Alden.  I  thought 
that  you  were  up  the  sound  lone  ai»o,  until  informed  by  Captain  John- 
son's report  that  you  were  at  Ship  island  still;  nor  can  I  understand 
why  you  did  iiui  puiisue  the  steamers  vou  saw  in  the  sound,  but  passed 
bj  them  Logo  and  report  to  Captain  Alden,  instead  of  keeping  tliem  in 
sight,  even  if  you  did  noi  attack  them,  for  they  are  supposed  to  bo 
merchant  vessels,  one  at  least  loaded  with  cotton. 

As  to  Sliip  Island,  1  liavo  uu  fears  ubout.  If  the  sound  is  looked  out 
for  the  islami  can  take  rare  uf  itself,  but  I  will  simuI  a  vessel  down  there 
to  guard  Cat  Island  Pass  and  protect  the  island  at  tiie  same  time,  but 
theie  must  be  a  force  in  the  sound.  I  liope  jou  will  give  ine  a  good 
report  of  the  next  steamers  you  see  in  the  sound.  I  fear,  however,  that 
the  Cuiti  has  nuuli*  her  escape.  Take  your  steamer  by  Petit  Uois 
[Island]  Hu.ss  iusitle  (he  sound. 
Respectfully,  et<;., 

[D.  G.  Farraout,] 
Rear-Admira!,  Commanding  Western  Gul}  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Acting]  \'olunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  E.  Woodworth, 

VonmuiTidintf  V.  S.  S.  Jackson. 


Bepart  of  Lieutenanf-f'ommnndfr  Ransom,  V.  S.  Nat*y,  regarding  the 
se%sure  oj  catiU  above  Dona/dxtrnmUe,  La.,  October  1,  1SB2. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Mississippi  River,  near  New  OHeatis,  October  7,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  tlie  pteasure  to  report  that  while  steaming  up  the  river 
on  t!ie  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  about  10  miles  above  Donaldson* 
ville,  the  Kineo,  Soiotn,  Katahditi,  and  Itojica  in  company,  we  discov- 
ered a  lai^e  drove  of  cattle  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  This  was  at 
the  depot  of  the  New  River  Railroad.  The  drove  was  stopped,  the 
di'overs  anested  and  examined,  and  lindinf;  a  jnt-ss  in  their  possession 
from  the  reU'l  (ieueral  Taylor,  I  seize*!  upon  the  cattle,  whicli  I 
believed  were  on  the  way  Ut  Camp  Moore  or  other  point*  of  rebel  occu- 
pation.    I  immediately  dispatched  the  Kataiulin  to  New  Orleans  to 

*  Not  foubd. 
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procure  trariaports,  as  I  lie^ilated  lo  destroy  so  valuable  a  prize  of  sub- 
aistenoo  to  our  poopU*.  In  tlio  inountinic  tho  throo*  other  gunboats 
iield  possession  of  theeftt-lle  until  the  retnrn  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Roe  with  iiis  transports,  of  wlnt^h  lie  brought  up  five,  [)ro('ured  from 
General  Butler,  arriving  .safely  at  2:30  a.  m.  of  the  3d  instant.  We 
then  eommenced  the  arduous  task  of  getting  these  eattle  {brought 
from  Texas)  on  boai"d  of  the  transports. 

This  labor  was  accomplished  upon  a  steep  bank  of  the  river — 1,300 
head  of  wild,  but  verv  heavy,  beef  eattle  were  shipped  on  board  the 
transports  by  noon  oT  the  Jth  instant.  About  2{)()  still  remained  on 
the  bank,  .so  wild  timt  they  were  utiorly  unmanageable;  it  was  impos- 
sible by  any  effort-s  or  expedients  wliicli  could  be  adopted  there  to 
drive  tnem  on  board.  I  made  arran<jements  with  a  party  of  contra- 
bands, hun'iedly  ure-ssed  into  service  for  the  occasion,  ui  charge  of  one 
of  tho  droyers,  tliat  they  should  be  driven  along  the  bank  to  some 
point  Iwlow  DonaldsonviUe. 

At  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  the  Sciotn  and  Hoscn  in  company,  I  took  in 
convov  the  five  transports,  as  also  the  steamer  Ibfrvilie,  which  I  was 
compelled  to  prej?s  into  service,  for  want  of  apace  upon  the  other 
transports,  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  the  Snofu  ahead,  leaving 
the  hatahdin  to  convoy  and  guard  the  remainder  of  the  drove,  which 
we  were  leaving  behijid.  About  2  miles  below  Donaldsonville,  at 
2:10  p.  m.,  a  sharp  lire  was  opened  upon  us  from  the  west  bank  with 
artillery  and  niusketr\'.  It  wa8  promptly  returned  from  each  gunboal , 
and  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  were  soon  driven  from  the  bank^ 
th<iugh,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  without  the  loss,  on  board  of  the  Sriota, 
of  Lieutenant  Charles  ll.  Swasey,  and  on  hoard  of  this  vessel  of  Wil- 
liam Swain,  ordinary  seaman.  Acting  Master  Latham  A.  Brown,  of 
this  vessel,  was  wounded  in  the  groin  by  a  Mini*^  ball,  t!iough  not 
very  seriously.  Of  tho  extent  of  casualties  on  board  uf  tlie  Iraiispurts 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  further  than  that  2  men  were  killed  on 
board  of  the  St.  }faurice  and  her  pilot  probably  mortally  wounded. 

We  kept  steadily  on  liown  the  river,  as  I  deemed  it  of  great  impor- 
tance to  insure  a  safe  and  very  <|uick  transportation  of  the  cattle  to  a 
place  where  they  might  be  released  from  coniinement,  le«t  many  might 
be  lost  for  want  of  feed  and  water. 

Half  an  hour  subsequently,  however,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander StiUweli,  with  the  Itasca,  to  return  to  the  supjiort.  of  the 
Kafohdin. 

Having  convoyed  the  transports  to  a  point  22  miles  above  New 
Orleans,  and  ]>eyond  any  liability  of  molestation  frtmi  guerrillas,  I 
left  them  with  the  Sciotn,  with  instructions  tx)  Lieutenant-Commander 
Ixiwry  to  see  the  cattle  landed  at  some  convenient  place  between  Car- 
rollton  and  New  Orleans,  subject  to  the  disposal  of  ( ommodore  Morris, 
to  whom  I  have  consijpied  this  valuable  property. 

Returning  up  the  nver,  I  was  very  agreeably  surprised,  at  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  to  nu-et  the  KnUihtiiv  and  Itasca 
about  G  miles  below  Donaldsonville  with  the  remainder  of  the  drove 
in  good  order  and  moving  down  the  east  bank. 

We  have  suc<'eeded  in  arriving  with  them  at  la-st,  sir,  about  a  mile 
below  Carrollton,  where  the  eattle  are  secure  in  a  pasture,  subject  to 
the  dispix^al  of  Comniodore  Morris,  like  the  others  sent  down  by  the 
transports. 

In  coaelusion,  I  may  venture  to  observe  that  the  operation  of  arrest- 
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ing,  by  gunboats,  i  .500  head  of  oat  tl^  which  liAd  fonled  tlip  Mississippi 
near  riaquomine.  and  without  doubt.  I  think,  on  their  way  to  the 
enemy's  armies,  the  fact  of  holding  tliem  under  our  guns  anri  by  our 
own  pickets,  during  upward  of  five  <lays,  having  driven  a  porlfon  of 
them  90  miles  along  the  bunk,  tliough  performed  at  some  risk  in  the 
midst  of  a  country  hostile  and  alive  with  guerrillas  and  amie<l  bands 
of  enemies,  and  finally  getting  of  them  safely  in  possession  of  our  own 
authorities,  is  somowliat  a  novel  act  of  duty  for  the  Navv,  hut  which 
1  trust  is  none  the  less  demonstrative  of  tHe  efficieucj  of  our  seryic« 
here. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  a  board  of  appraisei-s  upon  the  prop- 
erty raptured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re^spectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gfx>.  M.  Ransom, 
Lieutenn  nt-Commander. 

Re-AT-Admiral  P.  G.  Farragitt, 

Commanding  Western  (hdj  Hiockading  Squadron. 


Bepori  of  LieiUfnant-Commander  Hai\sofHf  U.  8.  Navy,  eon^ignifUf 

cattU. 

U.  S.  GlTNBOAT   KiNEO, 

Mlsifissippi  Rhyer,  aboife  DonaMsomnlU,  Octoher  4,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  consign  to  you,  in  transport  steamers 
procured  for  the  purpose  on  tlie  2d  Instant  from  Maior-General  Butler, 
1 ,500  head  of  cattle,  seized  at  this  place  by  the  U.  t>.  gunboats  A'in^o, 
Sciotn,  Kaiahdirt,  and  lUiscn. 

It  appeared  on  examination  of  the  drovers  that  these  cattle  had 
been  two  months  on  the  road  (brought  from  Texas),  had  fortlod  the 
river  near  Plaquemine,  and  1  believe  they  were  intended  for  the  rebel 
army  at  Camp  Moore  or  other  places  occupied  by  tlie  rebel  forces  in 
this  region. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Lowry  to  sec  them  landed 
at  some  convenient  place  between  C'ari-oIIton  and  New  Orleans,  sub- 
jeet  to  your  disposal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M,  Kansom. 
LieuU-nant-Commartder. 
C;onimodore  Hrnrv  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Officer  Present,  U,  S.  S,  Pensacola,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  lAeuienant-Commander  Ransom,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
attack  upon  United  States  vessels  whih  transporting  catih  to  New 
Organs. 

U.  S.  Gcvboat  Kineo, 
Mississippi  Riirr,  October  4,  186$. 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  while  steaming  down  the  river,  as  convoy 
to  six  transport  steamers  wit  h  cattle,  this  afternoon,  the  Sciota  alieuti, 
the  Kineo  and  Itasca  following,  about  2:10  p.  m..  a  sharp  fire  was 
opened  upon  us  from  the  west  bank,  about  2  miles  below  Oonaldson- 
ville,  with  musketry  and  artillery.     It  was  returned  promptly  from 
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etu-h  guubaal,  by  the  Kifieo  with  tlie  Xl-iuch  pivot,  Parrott  rifle, 
howitzer,  and  .32-pouiuler,  wit!i  such  effeot  that  the  enomj'  wpre  soon 
coinpf'lletl  to  withiiraw  frtun  the  l>ank. 

We  kept  steaiiily  on  down  the  river,  as  I  deemed  it  of  great  Liiipor- 
tance  to  insure  a  safe  and  very  qiiiek  trans]>ortation  of  the  <;allli:  to  a 
place  where  they  might  he  released  from  eoniuieiiiont,  lest  that  many 
might  be  lost  for  want  of  feed  and  water. 

I  will  now  return  to  endeavor  to  seeure,  with  the  aid  of  the  KataJi- 
din  and  Itascd,  tho  remainder  of  the  drove,  about  2U0,  which  we  were 
compelled  by  circumstances  to  leave  behind. 

Lunjienanl-Communder  Jjowry  will  i-xplain  t(*  you  in  person  more 
particularly,  and  doubtless  more  satisfttctorily  tlian  I  can  m  the  hurry 
of  the  present  moment,  the  condition  of  things,  and  the  cfn;umstances 
under  which  we  still  hold  about  200  head  of  cattle  9  miles  above 
DonalcJsonville. 

I  enclose  lierewith  a  report  from  AssUtant  Surgeon  A.  S.  Oberly  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  of  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  this  day. 

I  liave  tlie  ln>nor  ti)  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>ediont  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransou, 

L'wutnia  nt-Oommander, 

Commodore  Hen'RY  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  ship  FeTtsacfda,  Senior  Officer  Present,  New  Orieans. 

(Encl4wiire.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Mississippi  liivtr,  October  4.  iS6£, 
Sm:  Tlie  following  casualties  (K*curred  aboard  this  vessel  at  2:15 
o'clock  this  afternoon  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  a  few  niile.s  below 
Donaldsunvillf*  while  convoyinj;  trans|iorts  down  the  river:  William 
Swain,  ordinary  seantaii,  killed;  Latham  A.  Brown,  acting  master, 
wounded  in  the  groin  slightly  by  a  spent  ball. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Oberly, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  M.  Ransom,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Lowry,  U.  S.  Navij,  commxinding 
U.  S,  S.  Sciota,  rttjaMituj  thr  attack  upon  United  Sttths  i>essels  whiU 
trajtsportijt^  cattle  to  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  October  4,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  day,  at  about  1 :30  p.  m.,  s<iine  2 
miles  below  Donalilsoiiville,  a  rebel  force,  consisting  of  some  six 
pieces  or  more  of  living  artillery,  aupported  by  a  large  liody  of  infan- 
try, probably  as  many  as  1,.500,  opened  a  severe  and  hot  fire  upon 
this  vessel  and  a  convoy  of  army  transports  loaded  witli  <'attle.  So 
skillfully  concealed  was  the  battery,  and  the  ambush  of  the  fort  men, 
that  it  was  not  until  this  vessel  was  ftl)reast  of  ihe  enemj^  and  they 
liad  opened  their  fire  that  they  were  discovered,  and  though  tlie  crew 
were  at  (pjarlers  aiui  the  ship  cleared  for  action,  still  such  was  the 
speed  of  the  vessel  that  she  had  passed  so  far  below  the  rebel  battery 
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m  to  render  it  inipassililr  to  iriiiii  Uir  g^iins  olmrt  (Mimigh  Ut  hear  on 
tlie  enemy  b*'yoiui  sonio  ihrcv  roiinds  from  all  the  I)atti'rv',  hut  or<lc*r- 
ingtheconvoy  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  1  put  my  helm  har(1  a-'*tarlH»ard 
and  rounded  to,  sliiftinp  pivot*;  to  uort,  when  I  opened  an  elTi'ctive 
fire  of  grafie.  cani.ster,  ancl  sliell  witli  such  resuItH  as  sotm  to  silence 
nearly  all  of  the  fire  nf  the  reliels.  the  Kimo,  some  dwtanoe  astern, 
coming  rapidly  to  my  HUpport,  and  with  a  nipid  lire  driving  the 
enemy,  who  were  ahove  my  line  of  lire,  from  their  position  to  seek, 
sjifely  in  cowardly  flijrlit  after  a  concealed  and  a.'^'^a.ssm-hke  attack. 

I  regret  to  report  that  l^ieutenant  C'Imrles  II,  Swasey,  exeentive  offi- 
cer of  this  vessel,  was  mortally  wounded  while  rallantly  performing 
his  duty,  having  just  pointed  and  hred  the  IX-incli  gun;  a  i2-p<»under 
rifle  shot  entere<i  the  bulwarks,  striking  him  on  the  hip  and  hand, 
inflielin^  a  terrihle  and  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  expired  at  ;i  p.  m. 
Tliis  officer  was  characterized  by  all  the  elements  which  riiako  up 
the  hero — brave,  inibne<i  with  patriotic  arilor  and  profes.siorml  ambi- 
tion, chivalric  a-s  a  gentleman,  gentle,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  Chris- 
tian principles.  Hisla.st  words  were:  "Tell  my  mother  I  tried  to  be  a 
f^otiii  man."  I  respectfully  refpiest  that  his  deatli,  so  heroic  and 
noble,  may  be  especiallv  ma<ie  known  to  the  nation  through  the  Navy 
Department.  John  O'llare,  landsman,  was  wounded  by  a  round  shot 
in  tlic  rij^ht  arm,  rendering  amputation  necessary. 

I  consider  it  my  dutv  to  call  attention  to  this  action  as  corroborat- 
ing t-o  a  great  extent  tne  information  that  1  had  the  honor  to  send  tu 
Commotiore  Henry  W.  Morris  on  the  9tli  Se]>tei(iber,  to  the  effect  that 
the  enemy  was  daily  gaining  strength  and  audncitv;  so  that  in  a  aUort 
time  the  present  force  in  this  river  will  not  he  snfticient  to  hold  it  for 
the  Government.  From  additional  information  1  am  a<rain  forced  to 
repre-sent  that  from  New  Orleans  to  Vicksbing.  on  both  sides  nf  the 
river,  all  the  residents  are  hostile  to  the  Tniteil  States  and  in  arms 
against  us:  that  conscription  is  rapidly  funning  lai^e  bodies  (ff  men 
1^1  re^sist  us.  The  low  state  of  the  river  places  the  operwiecked  gim- 
boats  .some  '20  feet  (and  at  a  great  disadvantage)  brlo«  tlic  crest  i»r the 
levee,  which  is  a  strong,  safe,  and  ready-made  bn-astwork  for  shai-p- 
sliooters;  leaving  their  women  in  their  rt^idences,  and  relying  upon 
their  feebleness  to  protect  them  and  their  property  from  the  righteous 
punishment  which  should  await  thc?n  fur  their  treason,  the  male  resi- 
dents are  all  more  or  less  in  arms  and  steadily  gaining  strenirth.  The 
most  energetic  and  severe  measures  are  neces-sary  to  rcauce  ttie-se 
people  to  subjection  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

R.  B.  Ix.)WBY, 

LieufenuiU-Commander,  U.  S.  Natty. 

Reor-Admiral  D.  G.  FARnAOi-T. 

Commanding  WfsUrn  Guij  Blockading  Stptadron. 


lifpftti  of  LirutrTuint'Commander  Ijowry,   U .  S.  Nnxnj,  regarding  the 
dfaih  of  LxeiUenatU  Swasey,  U.  S.  Nmnf. 

U.  S,  Gunboat  Si^iota, 
MisaisHppi  River,  Near  DonaldsonxnUe.  October  4,  IS62. 
Sib:  U  becomes  my  sorrowful  dutv  to  report  to  you  the  death  of 
First  liGuteuant  Cliarles  H.  Swasev,  foiled  in  an  action  with  the  rebel 
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forces  bolow  Donal<i»on\'illc  this  day  at  I :  'M)  p.  m.  This  gunboat  was 
the  le«(iui^  vesHpl  convoying  a  mnnbcr  of  tmiisports  k>adod  with  cat- 
tle, when  a  <i>ncoftk'tI  haltory  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  opened  from 
the  levee,  acroinnaniefl  hy  a  slmrp  lire  of  niiiHketry  from  a  larjfe  IkkIv 
of  men  wha  lay  in  amhtish  behind  the  levee.  The  first  shot  iircd  by 
the  rebels  came  through  the  bulwarks  just  nbuft  tlie  pivot  jjuns, 
striking  Lieutenant  Swaaey  on  the  right  liip  and  cutting  ofT  his  right 
hand.  He  expired  at  H  p.  m.  This  loss  to  the  se^^^cc  and  to  the 
country  of  a  gallant,  zealous,  and  enei-getic  yc»ung  oflit^er.  wlio  prom- 
ised so  much  ui  the  future,  we  have  reason  tu  mourn,  the  more  so  as 
he  fell  in  a  cowardly  attack  of  the  rehels,  but  his  death  is  no  less  one 
more  ofTering  of  hhiod  to  the  cause  tif  llie  I'nion  aii<l  our  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  li.  lx)WKY. 

Lieatenant-CommaTider,  V.  5.  Natn/,  Oommundifig  Sciota, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakraout, 

Comnianditig  WcsUrn  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admirai  Farragut,   U.  if.  Na^yv,  to  LieuUnant-Com- 
mander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commundvtg  V.  S.  ithip  Vincennes. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Penmcvla  Bay,  October  4,  t862. 

Sir:  You  will  wood  and  water  with  all  dispatch  and  proceed  to 
Ship  Island  and  guard  the  pass  out  of  Missinsinpi  Soimd  and  give  a 
general  protection  to  Ship  Island  and  the  vessels  in  that  port. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sqtiadran. 

Lieutenanl-Commaudcr  Jxo.  R.vniaAN, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Famigul,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bnclianaii,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calliaun,  to 
invculigaie  conditions  in  Mississippi  Sunnd. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  October  4,  JSO^. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  acknowledgment  ol  your  notice  of  pro- 
motion, also  the  renuisitions  for  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  which  I  send 
by  the  Tennessee.  1  wish  you  to  go  up  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  with 
the  Jackson  as  near  as  you  can  to  Grant's  Pass  and  learn  tlie  true 
state  of  things  there. 

Very  i-espeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Kauraout,] 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Bhrldg.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McKean  Buchanan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun. 
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Ordfr  of  Rfar-Admiral  FarragiU,  U.  S.  Navu,  to  Commmittrr  Hell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  aasume.  command  of  the  MoHk  blockade. 

Kj^asiiii*  IL\RTtoKi>, 
I'ensoiX'la  Batj,  October  5,  18fi2. 
Sir:  You  will  priKTPd  with  the  Brooklyn  oiT  Mobile  Bay  and 
B-ssiimc  the  euiiiiimnd  of  the  bUx'kade  of  that  bay  and  its  vicinity. 
You  will  tM>naider  your  authurily  oh  extfiidiuj;  west  la  Ship  Island 
and  east  to  I'cusacolu,  so  far  as  you  niav  de<*m  It  n«H:i's.sjirv  lo  aiM,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country.  I  will,  as  lixal  as  I  liavc  tlii'in.  yUuo  at 
your  ronuiiand  additional  vcssols  in  Mississinpi  Sound.  Tm*rc  are 
only  ut  pres^'iit  ihti  ('nlhoun  and  Jackmn,  and  the  Vincennrs  will  be 
sent  immediately  to  Ship  Island  for  the  protection  of  that  island  anti 
to  guard  Cat  Island  Pass.  When  your  vessels  require  coal,  wood, 
water,  or  repairs  of  any  kind  other  than  to  their  machinery,  send 
them  to  Pensat-tola,  but  if  the  moeiiine  shop  is  absolutely  necessary, 
send  them  to  Ship  Island. 

Should  you  perceive  anyttnnj:  in  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
inducing  the  belief  of  some  decided  action  against  us,  you  will  let 
me  know  as  soon  as  possible,  when  all  the  disposable  force  will  be 
pushed  forward  to  the  point  indicated.  In  all  matters  relating;  to  the 
blcK'kade,  I  have  every  contidence  that  they  will  be  conducted  by  you 
to  the  best  advantage. 

Very  respiictfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

I).  G.  KAURA(itrr, 
Rear-Admirftl ,  Comdg.  Wefttern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadn/n. 

Commodore  11.  11.  Hell, 

To  Comtiuind  Blockade  off  MoHU. 


Optnttions  cu^ainst  Galveston,  Tex.,  October  5-6,  186S. 
Keport  of  Bear-Admlril  Farrsgal,  0.  8.  Navy,  tranimUUii^  reporta  of  oommBndiag  ofBoeio 

No.  216.]  Fi-AosHiP  Hartforo, 

PeT^acola  Bay,  Ot^oher  15,  tSG-3, 

Sib:  I  am  hanpy  to  inform  you  that  Galveston,  Corpus  Christi.  and 
Sabine  City  and  tlie  adjacent  waters  are  now  ijl  our  pos-session. 

A  short  time  since  I  sent  down  the  coiist  of  Texas  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  J.  W.  Kittred^e,  with  tbe  hark  Arthur,  the  little  st^^amer 
Sachem,  and  a  laundi,  with  wliich  force  ho  said  he  could  take  Corpus 
Christi  and  the  waters  ft{lja<ent,  from  whence  we  heard  of  so  many 
small  craft  running  to  Havana.  He  succeeded  vcr\'  well,  to«»k  the 
places,  made  several  captures,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  biini  sev- 
eral of  their  ves-sels.  but  on  <me  occasion  venturing;  on  shon^  with  his 
small  boat,  he  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Hous- 
ton, where  they  paroled  him  on  condition  he  sht^uld  ^)  north  and 
notsene  until  rcgidarly  e.xdiaiiged.  Me  returned  hcie  m  the  .4r^^Mr 
and  I  shall  send  him  nortli  in  tlie  Rhode  Jaland. 

1  next  sent  the  Keimnytou,  Acting  Ma.ster  K.  CJix)ckeT,  commanding, 
with  the  Raclul  Senman  ami  a  launch  with  a  howitzer,  to  Sabine  I^ass. 

He,  too,  succeeded  well.  He  found  at  the  bar  one  of  the  mortar 
schooners,  IJennj  Janes,  Acting  Master  Lewis  [\V.]  Peimington.  com- 
inandingr  whom  he  invited  to  take  part  with  him,  wliich  he  did,  and, 
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according  to  Acting  Master  Oncker'a  report,  performed  his  duty  with 
great  credit,  bs  will  be  seen  by  the  report  herewith  enclosecj.  They 
took  the  fort  and  are  8till  going:  ahead  finely,  having  taken  several 
prizes,  one  of  which  arrived  nere  veslenlay  wltli  dispatches. 

I  next  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Uenshaw  with  the  piinboats  Owasco, 
Harriet  iMnt,  CHjton.  and  Westpeld,  to  take  GftKeslon,  which  he  did 
in  the  shortest  time,  and  withiml  tlie  loss  of  a.  man.  It  appears  that 
the  first  shot  from  tlie  Oirusco  exploded  dirccllv  over  the  lieuds  of  tlie 
men  at  and  around  the  big  fjim  (their  mnin  reliance)  and  the  enemy 
left;  a  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted  and  the  preliminaries  arranged  ftvr  a 
surrender,  which  took  place  on  the  9th  instant.  The  reports  will 
give  you  all  the  particulars.  All  we  want,  as  1  luivi*  told  the  Depart- 
ment in  my  last  dispatches,  is  a  few  soldiers  to  hold  the  places,  and  wo 
vnW  soon  have  the  whole  coast.  It  is  a  mucli  better  mode,  and  mom 
effectual  blockade  to  have  the  vessels  inside  insteiul  of  f»utside.  I 
need  vessels  of  light,  draft  for  the  small  ports  and  inland  lakes  and 
waters,  and  a  few  heavy  vessels,  the  largest  not  t-o  exceed  17  feet 
draft,  for  outside  work. 

1  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw, 
Acting  Master  W.  O.  Lundt,  of  the  Arthur,  and  of  Acting  Master 
Crocker. 

Corpus  Christi  and  the  adjacent  waters  are  all  still  held  by  tho 
Sachern  and  other  small  vessels.  I  regret  that  the  next  exploit  of 
our  small  vessels  was  not  as  bloodless  as  the  preceding  ones.  I 
enclose  you  the  report  of  Ijieutenant-Conimander  Hansom,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  tliat  they  captured  1.500  head  of  cattle  en  route  for 
the  eiiemy.  and  siirceedcjl,  by  gr«*at  perseveranfc,  in  getting  them 
down  to  \ew  Orleans.  Iti  tlie  attack  on  our  transports,  however, 
coming  down  the  river.  Lieutenant  Cliarles  [H.lSwas<n',and  one  or  two 
seamen  were  killed.  Lieutenant  ^wa.sey  was  the  executive  oflicer  of 
the  Vantjia  when  she 
and  was  afterwards  trans 

He  was  a  young  man  of  modest  merit  and  would  no  doubt  have  con- 
tinued to  live  ail  he  died,  in  the  faithful  discharge  uf  his  duties.  I 
knew  him  but  slightly,  l»ut  feel  assured  tlmt  he  (leservetl  all  that  his 
commander  has  said  of  him,  anddeepl}*  deplore  his  death,  although  he 
die<l  at  the  post  of  honor. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  reapevtfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  Karraoi'T, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  G\dj  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretnrij  of  the  Navy,  Wa-tthiji^ion,  D.  G. 


i-JII    lilt.  Il(»ll  V    h.>  n  OVII.    T       IT  »f1     L'll^     I.  ACV  tl  I'l  t  l~    Ullll-t?!     Ul 

was  sunk  in  passing  the  forts  on  the  Mississippi, 
transferred  to  the  Sciota,  where  ho  lost  his  lifo. 


Beport  of  Commander  Ronaliav,  U.  B.  H&t;.  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Woatflold. 

U.  S.  S.  Westfield, 
O^  Galvejtton,  Tex.,  October  5,  1S62. 
Ai>miral:  The8t<»amcrs  Westfield,  //arnXLan^.  Commander  Wain- 
wright;  Ouxitico,  Commander  Guest;  Clifton,  Lieutenant-Conunandcr 
Ivaw,  and  the  schooner  Ihnry  Janes,  .Acting  Master  Pennington,  of 
the  mortar  flotilla  under  my  command,  yesterday  ca]>tured,  after  a 
feeble  resistance,  the  defenses  of  the  harbor  and  city  of  Galveston. 
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The  guns  of  a  formidable-looking  battery  on  Pelican  Island,  from 
which  we  anticij>at'eil  ti  hoavy  fire,  proving  to  be  "qnakers,"  ami  the 
bursting  of  uii  Xl-inch  shell  from  iho  Oi/vmci  over  their  heavy  X-inch 
rttbimbJnd,  mounted  on  Fort  Point,  causing;  ti  panic  in  the  Tort,  will 
accounl  for  tlio  ease  with  wl^ich  this  imjMjrtant  capture  has  been  made. 
Respectfully,  y.our  obedient  sen'aiit, 

W.  B.  Rensiiaw, 
Commanding  MorUir  FhtiUa.. 

Rear-Admiral  Farraout, 

ComiUj.  WtiiUnx  i'iulj  Bltuhlg.  Siptadrvny  Ptnsacaila. 


DataUfrd  repor*  if  Oommiuider  Senabaw,  TT.  B.  Vrtj,  DemmutdiDg  U.  B.  8.  Weitfltld. 

U.  S.  S.  WKSTFIRI.n, 

Oif  (MvcHton,  7'ftr.,  OctoUr  8.  tS6'2, 

AnMiRAT,:  T  had  intended  sending;  tlio  Ilnrrift  Lniif  with  tlio  news 
of  the  eapture  of  Sabine  Pasjs  and  this  city  on  the  5th  instant,  but  the 
wind  setting'  in  stmnj;  from  the  wjutliwaixl  and  eastward,  threw  such 
a  swell  in  upon  the  bar  that  for  the  past  three  <!ays  slie  lias  been 
detained.  Tliis  delay  hiusdetenninpd  me  to  await  the  tenrunation  of 
the  truco  and  [until]  fjji-t  posscssionof  the  city,  which  will  bo  on  Thurs- 
day morning^,  unattended,  I  hope,  by  any  of  the  disatrreeable  contin- 
goneies  that  have  so  much  embarrassed  me,  a  brief  account  of  which  I 
will  endeavor  to  give,  trusting  to  Captain  Cfucst.  who  I  will  send  in  the 
Ouxisco  with  my  dispatches,  to  enbghten  you  upon  any  points  that 
may  seem  t>bscui*e. 

At  fi  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  the  HnmH  Imvc  was  sent  over 
the  bur  with  a  Hag  of  tnice  to  commiuiicate  with  the  military  uuthori- 
tics  niul  deminul  the  surrender  of  ihe  fortes,  giving  them  one  hour  to 
dci'ide.  After  standinij  in  some  distance  a  shot  wiis  lired  l,o  bring  her 
to.  and  she  immcdi»t*'ry'  ancIiDred  to  wait  for  a  boat  from  shore,  which 
being  a  long  time  in  making  its  appearance,  Captain  VVainwright  dis- 
patched his  executive  odicer  t«  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and 
explain  the  object  of  his  visit.  After  some  trouble  he  was-permitt«d 
to  IttUil  and  infi)rm  the  commanding  oHicer,  Colonel  Cook,  that  Cap- 
tain Wainwright  had  a  message  to  deliver  to  the  authorities  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  naval  force  in  the  offing.  Cohmel  Cook 
promised  to  send  a  proper  officer  to  receive  il ,  and  t!ic  intiTview  emied. 

Captain  Wainwnght  waited,  in  his  opinion,  sufficiently  hmg  for  this 
officer  to  airive,  but  setting  nothing  hut  a  sail  boat  coming  very  lei- 
surely, without  a  Confederate  [Hagj,  but  with  a  wiiito  flag  flying,  con- 
ceived that  if  (he  boat  in  sij*ht  did  contain  the  messenger  he  was  not. 
progressing  with  the  rajtidity  the  gravity  of  the  occasion  required, 
and  dcl.eiiriined  not  to  remnin  any  longer  for  liiiu  but  to  get  imderway 
and  proceed  outside  the  bar.  After  anchoring  he  reported  to  me  that 
he  thought  the  rebel  avitliorities  were  unnecessarily  li>ng  in  getting  off 
their  boat,  and  that  tbeir  mHnageniont  of  her  indicated  a  desire  to 
procrastinate. 

I  regretted  Captain  Wainwright's  liaving  sent  a  boat  from  his  ship, 
and  aCo,  as  he  had  sent  one,  that  ho  did  not  await  the  arrival  of  the 
officer  eominp  to  receive  his  message;  however,  as  the  lx>at  with  the 
white  Hag  llymg  was  still  beating  out,  and  wisliiug,  if  possible  to  make 
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the  ttlUck  lliat  clay,  to  savp  time  I  "ot  underway  with  the  whole  foreo 
with  a  view  of  meetinp  the  h<>a(.  Iler  process  wius  so  slow  that  ilie 
desire  wa«  fnistraled  by  the  lort  upeiiiuj^  lire  before  she  readied  us, 
which  of  coHrse  was  relumed,  and  so  vigorously  that,  but  a  few 
monient^s  elapsed  before  the  wliole  garrison  had  (fe^erted  t[ieir  i^uns 
and  ran  as  if  seized  witli  a  panic.  Tm-  l)oat  hatl  by  this  lime  put  buck 
with  her  Hag  still  fiyine,  wliieh.  as  it  liad  l>een  dispatched  by  our  invi- 
tation, I  thought  we  snould  still  receivp.  and  with  that  view  I  made 
the  signal  "cease  firing,'*  although  had  it  been  continued  doubtless 
many  of  the  retreating  enemy  niif^ht  have  been  killed. 

I  confess,  sir.  thai  their  pei-sistetitly  keunin^  the  white  flag  flying 
from  this  boat  (hut  ubimt  half  u  niilc  alieau  ot  nie)  tunbarrassed  me, 
which  was  increased  upon  our  coming  within  easy  rango  (of  our  guns) 
of  the  city,  I  was  met  by  sonie  iialf  dozen  disi-hargcs  j'rom  two  short 
24-pounders  (that  could  not  reach  us  witliin  50  yards)  immcdiat^-iy  in 
its  front.  Here  was  a  dilemma— a  wliite  flag  sent  by  my  own  request 
was  witliin  half  a  mile  of  me;  to  have  silenced  tliis  insiguiUcant  i)at- 
tery  would  liavc  necessitated  firing  tlu"ough  the  most  thickU'  popu- 
lated part  of  I  he  town,  where  ull  the  consular  flags  wert^  ih'ing.and  with 
the  almost  certainty  of  killing  some  woman,  child,  or  alien,  wliich 
catastrophe  all  these  consuls  would  make  a  handle  of  to  tty  and 
impress  their  governments  witli  the  idea  tliat  we  were  carrying  on  tius 
war  like  barbarians,  and  possiblv  cause  some  embarrassnu^nt  to  our 
Government.  True,  it  may  he  said  in  a  st  rirl  ly  military  point  of  view, 
their  having  first  fired  upon  me  from  the  town  gave  an  undoubted 
right  to  return  that  fire  (and  I  have  not  a  doul>t  I  disappointed  the 
rebels  very  much  by  not  having  done  so,  their  object  being  to  provoke 
such  a  result);  but  on  theotiier  hand,  let  it  he  taken  into  consideration 
the  many  motives  tiiat  governed  mo  in  taking  the  course  I  di<I,  not  the 
least  of  which  was  tiiat  no  advantage  wouhi  he  rained  by  destroiF-ing 
the  city  at  that  lime  wben  I  knew  tliat  should  negotiations  for  its 
safety  fail  I  would  be  in  no  worse  position  than  I  then  occupied,  and 
by  granting  a  truce  of  four  days  I  would  deprive  the  foreign  consuls 
or  all  cause  of  complaint  and  stop  the  mouths  of  humanitarians. ' 
With  these  views  of  the  case,  which  had  to  be  promptly  taken,  I  hoist<'d 
a  flag  of  truce  and  anchored.  Their  boat  turned  round  on  perceiving 
it  and  came  alongside,  containing  a  major  an<]  captain  of  the  ConfewdP 
erate  Army,  who  informed  me  lliev  had  In^en  sent  by  Colonel  Cook, 
the  commanding  olhcer  on  shore,  in  compliance  with  my  request  to 
receive  any  message  I  might  have  to  deliver.  I  told  them  I  demanded 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  city,  hoping  by  so  doing  the  mili- 
tary would  quickly  evacuate  and  leave  the  civil  authorities  to  settle 
the  terms,  the  possibility  of  their  making  any  defenst^  seeming  to  me 
so  ridicidous  that  it  did  not  enter  into  my  calculations  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  matter.  The  result  proved  that  my  reasoning  wa« 
erroneous,  for  in  a  short  time  these  uflicers  returned  with  a  nu^ssage 
fnnn  Colonel  Cook  positively  rt^fusin^;  to  accede  to  my  terms,  adding 
that  upon  me  rested  the  responsibiUty  of  destroying  the  town  and 
endangering  the  lives  of  women,  cliildreu,  and  ahens.  I  at  once  saw 
that  rny  first  im]>ressions  of  their  wish  to  provoke  an  assault  to  em- 
broil us  with  the  foreign  consuls  were  concct.  Still,  for  a  time  I  was 
disposed  to  take  the  conseouence-s  and  make  the  attack  immedlal-ely. 
Captain  Guest,  who,  as  well  as  Captains  Wainwriglit  and  Law,  were 
with  me,  made  somo  pertinent  remarks  to  the  same  eSect,  at  the  same 
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time  getting  up, 'proposed  to  get  iinderwav  and  tow  the  mortar 
»teainpr  into  position,  to  whirl)  I  lus-seiilcil.  firrc  Id  riif  stuti*  tlmt  in 
my  lirst  intcr\iow  witli  tlu'sp  gcntlcni(*n,  aftrr  I  had  made  known  my 
torms,  they  inf(trnifd  me  that  the  yellow  fover  prevaih-d  on  shore, 
whi<^h  information  strongly  influenced  my  desire  to  moderate  my  hrat 
denian<U,  tliat  I  might  have  the  option  at  the  end  of  a  Iruee  to  take 
possession  of  the  city,  *«■  the  reverse  should  tlie  ref)ort  of  fever  exist- 
ing he  tonfirnu'd.  Afl^r  further  eoiiversal ion  on  niv  part,  endeavor- 
ing to  prove  that  the  onus  of  firinj;  iiUo  (he  city  would  rest  with  them 
and  not  with  me.  and  tliey  usin^'  arguments  to  confute  my  position, 
the  major  remarked  that  if  I  would  suspend  liostilities  until  ne  could 
again  see  his  comuiandiiig  oflicer,  tliat  he  (the  nuijor)  wouJd  take  it 
upon  himself  to  do  so  on  their  part,  at  tlio  same  time  requesting  to 
know  Ijow  long  a  time  I  would  give  them  t-o  get  the  women,  children, 
and  aliens  out  of  the  place,  i  replieil  hy  ttdling  him  that  before  I 
could  think  of  specifjangiiny  time  lora  truce  existing  that  there  must 
be  an  explicit  tmderstanding  that  they  were  not  to  increase  the  defen- 
ses of  the  city,  and  that  everytliing  was  to  remain  as  it  was  at  the  time. 
lie  replied  certainly  tlmt  was  nolhini;  more  than  I  had  a  riglit  to 
demaiul.  and  again  asked  how  many  days  I  wou]<l  give  them.  Sev- 
eral periods  of  time  were  proposetl  and  discussed,  until  we  fixed  upon 
four  days  as  the  time  the  truce  should  continue,  the  same  [that]  Cap- 
tain Kagle  had  granted  them  on  the  occ^ision  of  his  threatened  bom- 
bardment. 

With  tliese  preliminaries  he  departed,  and  shortly  returned  with  the 
unqualified  approval  of  the  coinmunding  officer  of  what  had  been  pro- 
posed, with  the  additicm  that  T  was  not  to  move  my  troops  farther 
toward  the  city.  an<l  he  was  not  to  allow  his  troops  to  come  hehtw  it. 

And  now.  sir.  I  must  relate  the  circumstances  which  led  to  a  contro- 
versy ending  in  tny  allowing  them  to  i-etain  and  carrj-  ofT  four  guns  we 
were  entitled  to  and  niiglit  possibly  have  luicn  saved  had  we  written 
out  our  agreement,  an  omission  caused  by  my  strong  desire  to  do 
nothing  that  could  lead  to  a  correspondence,  deeming  the  presence  of 
the  conmiand»»rs  of  the  steamers  a  suflicient  guard  against  misunder- 
standings. Let  me  give  you  the  particulars,  as  far  as  1  can,  of  this 
transaction.  My  understanding  of  our  terms,  in  which  Commanders 
Guest  and  Waiuwriglit  and  Lieulenunt-('onunander  Law  agree  with 
ne,  was  that  everything  should  remain  as  it  was  at  the  time  uf  the 
r«creement.  Theirs,  it  appeal's,  was  tliat  they  were  not  to  increase 
their  defenses,  and  that  nemoli-shing  them  would  rather  be  gratifying 
to  us  than  otherwise.  I  can  now  see  that  suflicient  stress  was  not  laid 
upon  tliis  important  point,  which  they  cunningly  timk  advanlAgt-  of 
and  gained  their  point.  The  lirst  intimation  we  Iiad  of  their  differing 
fnun  us  in  the  s^-nse  of  our  terms  of  iigreement  was  through  a  deserter 
who  informed  us  the  guns  of  tlie  fourt  h  Imlt^TN  were  being  removed  by 
night.  My  lii-st  impulse  was  to  semi  a  Hag  oT  tnice  on  shore,  inform- 
ing them  that  1  was  aware  of  their  breach  of  faith  and  that  hostilities 
would  inunediately  commence,  but  upon  coolly  reflecting  over  the 
matter  1  dwided  I  w  ould  let  them  so  far  break  tKeir  faith,  to  avoid  the 
disagreeable  alternativeaof  a  long  consularcontroversy,  and  as  1  then 
thought  the  great  danger  of  contagion  Uxtin  yellow  fever;  deeminc  the 
K)ss  of  two  old-fashioned  24-p<iunders,  one  SO-pounder  rifle,  and  an- 
other gun  as  but  .secondary  in  comparison  to  the  possibility  of  getting 
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llial.  fatftl  disoasc  on  boanl  of  us,  and  jM»ssibly  killinp  many  innocent 
people.  In  addition  I  Iiad  stnmg  doums,  even  had  hostilities  reconi- 
nionced,  whether  we  eonid  have  prevented  theni  from  taking  tlie  guns 
off  al  nii^tit,  for  most  iinqneslionably  we  had  not  a  sufHcicnt  force  to 
land  and  contend  ai;ainst  the  number  of  men  that  could  be  brought 
against  us,  and  ni^lit',  T  am  of  the  opinion,  would  liave  shielded  them 
fnjni  the  fireof  our  j;uns. 

I'pon  this  view  of  the  case  I  intended  aeting,  but  finally  ^nelded  to 
the  wishes  of  Coinnmnders  Guwt  and  Wainwrij^lit  and  Lrentenant- 
Comniamlrr  I^aw  an<i  sent  Lieutenant-Commander  Law  and  C-om- 
mander  Guest  on  shoi*e  to  char^  them  with  a  bi-each  of  faith,  and 
demand  the  return  of  the  ^una,  or  an  imnuMiiate  renewal  of  hostilities. 

These  gentlemen  were  ven-eourteoush"  reeeivnd  hyCbloneiCoiikand 
his  officers.  Their  undorstandinp  of  the  a^^ement  proptnmded.  and 
their  regrets  of  a  misumlerstandinp  having  oeeurred,  expressed  at 
the  same  time,  declaring  that  the  breach  of  faith  woidd  ne  on  our 
aide,  and  that  many  women,  chihlren,  and  aliens  who  inl^'nded  mov- 
ing, but  had  not  been  able  up  to  that  time  to  obtain  transportation, 
would  be  the  sufferers. 

After  dis<Missing  the  case  in  all  [xiint^,  Captain  (iuest  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  the  agreement  was  not  in  writing,  and  our  verbal 
understanding  was  not  sullicientlv  exphcit  on  the  point  at  issue  to 
prevent  them  taking  advantage  of  it,  it  was  better  to  allow  the  true* 
to  continue  and  let  them  take  the  guns  than  that  we  should  bo  aci'iised 
of  a  breach  of  faith.  I  entirely  apprt»ved  of  liis  course,  and  so  the 
matt^rr  stands  at  present. 

1  had  nearlv  forgotten  to  notice  an  important  feature  in  our  nego- 
tiations, whicli  was  a  visit  from  the  EngHsli  consul  on  Sunday  in 
fidl  consnliir  costume,  nominally  to  be  considered  an  ofhcial  call,  but 
actually.  I  am  disposed  to  think,  more  to  find  out  my  views  in  relation 
to  pending  matters  than  any  particular  respect  for  our  Hag;  for, 
although  unexeei)tionally  irourteous,  it  was  evident  all  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  rebels,  having  lived  twenty  years  among  them.  In  the 
course  of  conversation,  he  stated,  with  apparent  frankness,  his  appre- 
ciation of  tlie  libera!  time  I  !iad  granted  for  the  removal  of  aliens, 
but  nuist,  from  the  paucitv  of  tnmsoortation,  be^  me  to  grant  an 
extension  of  the  time.  I  politely  but  unnlv  declined  to  accede  to  this 
request,  which  led  him  to  express  the  belief  that  the  rebels  would 
destroy  the  Utvrn  smmer  than  surrender,  pertinently  asking  me  at  the 
same  time  what  1  required  of  the  milit-aryi!  1  reflected  a  moment 
and  saw  that  the  tender  point  was  in  surrendering,  and  with  the  fiill 
knowliMige  that  after  knocking  their  town  down  I  would  be  no  nearer 
making  tliem  surrender  than  I  was  at  that  moment,  I  rephed  that  I 
would  recpiirc  them  U>  evacuate  tlu*  city,  and  not  t-o  molest  our  flag, 
which  I  intended  hoisting  on  the  cust^im-liouse,  and  that  until  T  heard 
from  you  1  had  no  intention  of  interfehng  with  the  ci^^!  authorities. 
Jle  took  bis  leave  with  assurances  of  his  using  his  ittmost  efforts  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  city  either  by  us  or  the  Confederates, 
an  event  that  1  was  cfiually  earnest  in  assuring  him  I  would  deeply 
deplore  on  account  of  the  unoffending  i>oor. 

From  desertx>i-s  un<l  others  flying  from  the  terrors  of  tlie  conscrij>- 
lion  (which  they  are  rigidjj'  enforcing  at  the  point  of  the  hayonel), 
1  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  have  at  last  raptured  a  place  with  strong 
Union  pi*ochvitiea  among  the  lower  and  middle  class<'s.     Their  repre- 
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eentationa  of  iho  roiun  of  terror  that  has  prevailed  dtirinc  months 
pa-st,  would,  I  should  think,  tiiint  tho  loyalty  of  tho  most  moid  of  the 
rphnl  ritizrns.  Tlwy  Iuivp  warcM  been  allowed  a  civil  rielit,  the  mili- 
tary demanding  and  taking  what  they  pleased.  One  of  these  refugees, 
a  man  in  ilie  middle  ranks  of  society,  converses  with  intelligence,  and 
imparts  valuable  information.  From  him  I  learned  of  tlie  Union 
feeling  of  Ids  class  and  the  lower  grades  of  the  |>oi>ulation  (which  so 
far  as  the  latter  is  concerned  has  been  amply  verified  by  the  end>it- 
t^rwl  ex  pH'-ssioMH  <tf  all  that  have  come  on  boanl),  most  of  whom  that 
hare  not  been  previously  drafted  are  now  hiding  in  every  conceivable 
way  U»  uvfiid  tne  gang  that  is  driving  every  man  between  tho  age^*  of 
IX  anii  5()  over  to  Virginia  Point  to  join  the  anny.  Fmm  the  same 
person  I  learned  that  the  endeavors  of  the  militan'  to  form  something 
like  a  civd  guvcnnnent,  previous  t^  their  leaving,  failed,  alt  their  old 
iiuLgisi rates  having  refused  to  serve.  Ho  also  stat4*s  that  the  threat-a 
of  destroj'ing  the  town  will  not  be  executed,  the  foreign  influence 
alone  jireventing,  all  the  other  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  having 
long  since  fled  to  the  interior. 

This  exotius  from  tlie  city  i.s  becoming  a  matter  of  serious  consid- 
eration with  me.  Aliviidy  we  have  fn>m  sixteen  to  twontv  who  have 
escaped  fmm  the  city  at  tlie  peril  of  their  lives  and  it  would  be  inhu- 
man not  to  receive  them,  (irhers  may  «tiH  come,  and  with  our  lim- 
ited supply  of  provisions,  il  is  a  perplexing  matter  and  would  seem  a 
very  stnmg  reas<m  for  our  miht-ary  forces  hastening  their  taking 
possession  of  the  city,  that  they  might  again  retuni  Ui  and  be  prntectred 
m  their  homes. 

Of  course  the  military  authorities  will  be  the  best  judges  of  tho 
number  of  men  they  will  require  to  hold  Galveston  Island;  still  tho 
little  light  1  <:Hn  throw  upon  the  suhject  may  be  us<'ful.  The  chart.s 
will  give  the  position  of  the  city  upon  the  Island,  and  I  think  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  which  is  about  o  miles  fr<im  the  northwest  end  of  tho 
citv.  Th(!  bridge  is  about  threc-quartere  of  a  mile  long,  terminating 
at  Virginia  Point,  where  the  rcl>els  have  their  large  battery,  mounting 
from  twelve  to  twenty  gims,  and  an  arm^'  variously  o-stimated  at 
from  *i,()(X)  to  o.OOO  men.  I  am  disposed  to  think  the  latter  number 
is  not  far  from  the  mark,  as  they  are  under  the  inipivssion  tiiat  a  large 
fon'o  <»f  ours  is  on  the  way  l4t  invade  Texas  and  tliey  are  concentrating 
tro*>ps  at  that  point  to  meet  thejn.     The  name  of  the  cr>mnuin<ling 

feneral  I  have  not  been  able  !o  ascertjiin,  as  he  has  lately  come  from 
louston.  One  of  the  brigadiers  is  General  Debniy^ 
This  fort  on  Virginia  Point  I  think  can  be  reached  by  our  light 
mortar  vessels  and  the  heavy  riiled  guns  of  the  Jackmn  antl  Wesffittd, 
aft-er  light^-ning  the  vessels  as  much  as  possible;  antl  should  that  plan 
of  taking  the  fort  be  adopted  a  10()-i>ounder  rille  sliDiild  be  sent 
for  the  (■Ulimi.  Tndepeiulent  of  the  fact  of  the  mortars  and  light 
at^amei's  being  the  only  naval  force  thai  can  act  against  this  batterv*, 
they  can  be  most  usefully  employed  on  the  bh>ckade,  and  should  you 
have  det-erniinetl  not  to  let  ua  go  home,  I  think  we  can  periorm  good 
«cr%'ice;  at  all  events  I  hope  the  tioopa  will  he  speedily  sent,  for  I  am 
most  anxious  to  got  away,  and  try  ami  biTak  up  the  traflic  of  their 
inland  seas. 

Should  it  not  he  possible,  however,  to  sen<l  a  sufficiently  large  mili- 
tary force  to  ucoupy  Galveston  Island  at  present,  tw(j  or  three  hun- 
dred men,  with  some  half  dozen  pieces  of  artillery,  could  easily  defend 
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themselves  on  Fort  Point  or  Pelican  Island  (the  latter  I  would  ^ve 
the  preference,  on  account  of  tlie  comfortable  barracks  \ipon  it.  the 
rebels  huving  burned  those  on  Fort  Point  when  thej'  evacuated). 
with  the  assistanee  of  a  gunboat,  and  I  earrie-stly  liope  one  will  l>e  sent 
immeiliately,  for  I  have  no  ambition  U>  be  senior  oificer  on  shore  and 
aHuat  at  the  same  time:  the  latter  position,  I  am  convinced  from 
appearances,  will  be  pnoiijrli  to  employ  the  time  and  talents  of  one 
man.  ami  us  a  sli^Iit  pnK>r  that  my  impresaions  are  correct,  1  will  sug- 
gest tile  propriety  of  a  schooner  load  of  Hour  being  sent  here  at  once, 
for  tfie  moment  we  take  possession  of  the  city  all  comnnmic-alion  will 
be  cut  oif  from  the  mainland,  and  provisioning:,  as  well  as  ^4>verninf;. 
will  fall  to  the  lot  uf  the  individual  who  is  honored  with  the  j;ovemor- 
sliip.  and  here,  whiJe  suggesting  the  sending  provisions  for  the  shore 
p<»opIe,  let  me  inform  you  of  our  own  wants.  The  ferryboats  can 
carry  but  six  weeks'  provisions,  with  whicii  we  started;  two  week*  of 
every  part  of  the  ration  have  already  been  exp<'niled,  and  of  bread, 
in  consequence  of  a  large  tpuintity  having  jtrovcd  ba<l.  we  luive  but 
t%vo  weeks'  lsup]>lyl  on  board ;  will  you  be  good  enough  to  think  of  this, 
and  sliuuld  you  not  order  our  return,  have  our  wants  supplied  i 

Another  reason  for  mv  wishing  for  the  spredv  arrival  of  the  soldiers 
is  the  rare  I  am  obliged  to  take  of  Pelican  Ishiud  for  fear  the  rebels 
will  some  night  slip  down  ami  bum  the  barracks.  The  nuirines  of  the 
Clifton  and  this  sliip  now  occupv  it,  having  hoisted  our  Hag  there  on 
Sunday.  At  present  my  opinion  is  that  I  can  do  nothing  more 
to-mofrow,  after  taking  jHKsaession  of  the  city,  than  landing  a  party 
to  ImmsI  our  (lag  un  the  custom-house,  and  after  allowing  it  to  flv  for 
about  half  an  hour,  haul  it  down  and  return  on  board.  I  have,  how- 
ever, other  prospects  which  time  will  develop. 

I  wish  I  i^ould  feel  convinced  tliis  place  would  not  he  given  up  by  us. 
and  I  am  sure  I  could  at  once  get  a  Union  guard  that  would  materially 
help  to  ^nard  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Renshaw. 

Admiral  I).  G.  Fauraoit, 

Commanding  WesUrn  Oulf  blockading  Squadron, 


letter  of  ooagratolatlon  and   lUBtrttctioa   from  Roar-Admiral  Famgnt,  U.  B.  Nav/,  to 
Commander  Senatiaw,  V.  8.  Ravy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wsatlleld. 

FlaOSIIIP   JlAHTFYinn, 

Penmcoh  Bay,  October  t4.  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  sincerelv  congratulate  y<iii  on  the  easy  conquest  you 
made  of  tialvesUm,  and  will  transmit  ^''onr  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

T  fiMir  that  T  will  lirul  difhculty  in  procuring  the  few  tn>ops  we 
re(|uii-e  to  hoM  the  place.  1  inhumeil  the  Secretary  I  could  take  the 
whole  coa-st  if  I  had  oidy  a  few  troops  to  hold  it. 

You  weit'  umre  indulgent  than  even  1  would  have  been  with  them. 
I  regret  v<hi  allowinl  (hem  to  lake  away  the  guns. 

1  thijik  your  arrangement  a.  good  one  to  allow  thorn  to  bring  provis- 
ions to  the  end  of  the  bridge,  and  no  farther  by  rail. 

You  can  leave  one  gunboat  at  (Jalveston  and  go  down  to  the  next 
place  below.     I  send  you  GOO  j)ounds  bread  by  the  Rhodr  Island. 
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I  send  you  papers  transmitted  by  the  Department  for  our  ^idanc^ 
in  cases  of  blockade.  I  can  not  permit  the  mortAr  boats  to  go  so  far 
from  here,  but  will  soon  send  otlier  vessels  rlown  the  coast  of  Texas. 

May  sucfesH  continue  to  attend  your  efforts,  and  ple&se  express  to 
the  coumiandei-s  of  the  vessels  my  approoiation  of  their  conduct. 
Very  respe<itfully,  etc., 

[T).  O.  FAKRAOin',] 
Rear- Admiral,  Vnmmnnding  Wfsifrn  Gulf  li/ockading  tfquadron. 

Commander  W.  B.  Rensiiaw, 

Commanding  Texas  Bloekadi. 


ITHufn^m.] 


VlROI 


iiNiA  PoiKT,  [Trx.,1  Ocioher  .'».  ISO^. 

Just  arrived  here.  Galveston  can  not  be  dorcnded,  and  a  fight  in 
the  city  wouUI  be  a  useh'ss  braggadocio  against  forty  guns,  or  about, 
at  1  mile  from  the  wliarf.  The  place  shall  not  be  surrendered,  but 
slowly  evacuated  by  C'olonel  (^ook.  I  liave  arrived  too  lat«  tliia  eve- 
ning to  make  a  perfect  estimate  of  the  m4'ans  of  defense.  I  sliall  by 
all  means  pn-vcnt  a  Inmhiij;  uiul  protect  the  railnmd.s.  T  send  a  coin- 
pany  to  Liberty  to-morrow  to  guartl  the  bridge.  1  liave  ordered  my 
regiment  down  to  scout  over  SLmin's  Bayou,  -San  Jacinto,  and  Trinity 
[rivei-s].  The  want  of  fresh  water  will  be  a  great  difliciilty.  I  ordered 
the  provosl-mai'shal  at  Galveston  t4»  remove  all  the  machinery  he  can. 
The  citiiseas  are  m<jving  fast.  I  notified  those  disposed  to  remain 
that  sliould  the  United  States  flag  be  hoisted  over  Galveston  tliey 
would  no  longer  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  continent  and 
shall  receive  no  supplies.  The  four  days  allowed  by  the  enemy  for 
the  citizens  to  move  expires  on  Wednesday  night,  when  I  expect  an 
attack  here.     Please  send  this  to  General  Ht^berl  by  to-morrow's  niail. 

X.  B.  Debiiay. 

Major  T.  8.  Moj.se. 


I 


Onl«r  of  ColoDfll  Debray,  C.  S. 


Army.  t»  Colonel  Cook,  C, 
QalTeaton. 


S.  Army,  to  wltlidrair  ftom 


H£AIM)riARTKR.S   SUBMII.ITARY    DISTRICT  OF  HoiTSTON, 

Oalventon,  Tex.,  Octobfr  o,  1862, 
Colonkl:  The  enemy  having  possession  of  Galvest^m  Bay  with  an 
overwhelming  force  of  arlillcry,  yon  will  av^oid  making,  within  the 
city,  a  resistance,  which  would  bring  about  the  destniction  of  the 
pro|>ertv  of  our  citizens  without  resulting  in  any  good  to  the  country. 
You  will  move  from  the  city  to  Vii-ginia  Point  such  material  as  you 
can  save  and  the  troops  yon  do  not  actually  need  to  maintain  good 
order  in  the  city  so  long  as  you  ai*e  in  j>osse.ssion  of  it.     •     •     ♦ 

•     ♦     *     You  will,  when  an  attacK  by  the  enemy  is  imniine;it, 
withdraw  to  Virginia  Point,  leaving  two  companies  to  garrison  Eagle 
Grove,  endeavoring  to  withdraw  without  loss  of  men. 
Verj'  respectfully. 

X.  B.  Debkat, 
Cfionely  Commandirtif  SubmiUiarij  DUtriri  of  Hiyitston,  Tex. 

Colonel  Joseph  J.  Cook, 

Commanding  Post,  Oah^stnn,  Tex. 
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Beport  of  Colonel  Cook,  C.  B.  Army,  corauBiidijig  at  Golvaitoa. 

TlEADQUAnTRRa, 

Fort  n,:hert  Tex..  (htnUr  9,  1S62. 

Sir:  On  the  raommg  of  the  4lh  I  lie  l>i(icktt(UnK  Hod  o(T  the  bar  of 
GalvKston  consisted  of  eight  vessels,  four  of  which  were  armed  steam- 
ers, one  a  mortar  boat,  and  all  but  one  of  them  apparently  of  such 
draft  a.s  to  admit  of  their  crostiing  the  bar. 

At  about  7  a.  in.  one  of  the  stt-unRTs  (the  Harriet  Lane)  crossed  the 
bar,  Hyinp  a  white  fiajr,  and  when  opposite  Fort  Point  a  shot  from  our 
battery  was  fired  aeross  \\vt  bow,  and  she  ininieiliately  came  to  anchor. 
2\x\  oliicor  soon  aft^-r  landed  from  tlic  steamer  in  front  of  the  battery 
and  asked  an  interview  witfi  the  eonmiander  of  the  post.  Inimedi- 
alely  upon  being  advise*!  of  tliLs  I  rcj)aired  to  Fort  Point  and  was 
inforniod  h\  tlie  offieer  wlio  Iiitd  laiide*.!  that  tlie  eominunder  of  the 
(leel  desiroo  me  to  send  out  a  tness4'nj;er  to  receive  a  comnuiniration 
from  him.  Having:  r*"  boat  at  tbe  Point,  1  returned  lo  the  rity  and 
immediately  dispatched  a  messenger  in  a  boat,  Hying  a  white  Hag. 
The  boat  left  the  wharf  about  1  p.  m.,  and  before  she  could  be  worked 
out  to  the  Point  the  Harriet  Lanr  weiglu-d  anchor,  repassed  the  bar, 
and  communicated  with  the  licet,  and  the  four  steamers,  with  the 
mortar  boat  in  tow.  eanie  in  over  the  bar  and  up  to  about  the  position 
where  the  Ilarrirf  Lane  had  iieen  bronjjlit  to  anchor.  As  soon  as  this 
movement  was  observed  I  starte<l  for  Fort  I*oint,  but  before  I  could 
reach  there  a  shot  was  fired  from  our  battery  in  front  of  the  foremost 
advancing  vessels — our  flag-of-truce  boat  tlien  being  but  a  short  dis- 
tance oif — when  tlie  encmv.  disregarding  tlicir  own  white  flag,  imme- 
diat«>ly  opened  fire  from  all  Ihe  vessels  with  ftl)out  twenty  gims  on  our 
battery,  which  consisted  of  but  one  gun,  a  X-inch,  and  they  continued 
to  play  upon  it  until  the  gun  was  struck  by  a  shot  ami  so  disabled  as  to 
be  uruscrviceable,  ami  the  oflicer  in  command  onlered  the  gun  to  be 
spiked  and  i\w  barracks  fired,  and  the  men  retreated  across  tlie  low 
open  grounds  toward  Ihe  city.  I  joined  them  soon  after  they  left 
me  battery,  and  the  five  vessels  of  tne  enemy,  having  passed  entirely 
around  tlie  Point  into  the  harbor,  continueu  to  throw  shot  and  shell 
at  us  until  wc  passed  out  of  their  range.  I'pon  the  fleet  turning  up 
the  channel  toward  the  city  the  two  24-pounders  in  battery  on  tlie  bay 
side,  near  the  east  end  of  the  city,  opened  fire  on  them,  but  our  sliot 
fell  short,  and  the  vessels  having  now  com«  up  to  our  fiag-of-truce 
boat,  cefised  firing  and  took  our  messenger  on  board  the  ilagship,  and 
the  fleet  came  ti;  anchor. 

The  assend>l«ge  of  vessels  otF  the  bar  on  the  day  previous  had  given 
ever}'  reiis*>n  to  e.vpect  an  attack,  anil  during  that  <lfty  and  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  1  had  made  arrangements  with  the  railioad  company 
to  he  ready  with  transportation  to  meet  any  emergencv  that  miglit 
WTur.  Having  some  tune  pi-evious  t«  this  been  ordered  by  the  gen- 
eral commandmg  tliis  department  to  withdraw  our  troops  from  the 
city  in  case  the  enemy  should  bring  to  bear  against  our  position  such 
force  as  to  overcome  our  defenses  nfc  Ftirt  Pomt  and  enable  them  to 
command  tlie  harbor,  and  after  the  gun  at  Fort  Point  was  sileneed, 
having  no  further  means  of  <lefending  the  hnrbor  nr  prot<'ctiiig  the 
city  from  bombardment  by  the  enemy  or  inflicting  any  injury  on  tliem, 
immediately  after  our  troops  had  abandoned  F'ort  p4iint  I  onlereil  the 
two  gnus  which  were  iii  position  at  South  Battery,  on  the  south  side 
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of  Galveston  Island,  tu  be  spiked,  and  all  our  material  at  that  and 
otlipr  points  in  the  city  to  be  taken  to  the  raih'oad  depot,  which  waa 
done. 

At  about  3:30  p.  m.  our  ilag-of-truce  messenger  returned  to  the  city, 
benrinj;  a  demand  from  tiie  enemy  for  the  surrender  of  the  citv  ^nd 
demanding  an  immediate  answer.  1  sent  a  meti^enger  with  the 
answer  that  I  should  not  surrender  the  city,  direi.tin^  the  messenger 
abo  t^  aay  to  tlie  commander  of  the  fleet  thnt  there  Wi«re  many  women 
and  children,  and  t^>  demand  time  to  remove  them.  After  some  nego- 
tiation it  was  agreed  that  no  attack  should  be  made  upon  the  city  for 
four  davK;  that  during  thnt  time  we  should  not  cnnstruol.  any  new  or 
strengthen  anj  old  defeiiM's  within  the  city,  nnd  the  fkt^t  not  Ut  be 
brought  any  nearer  the  city.  Tliis  arrangement  gave  us  ample  time 
for  the  removal  t>f  all  who  desired  to  h»ave  the  island,  ami  also  for  the 
removal  of  our  tmons  aiul  inal^-rial  of  ever)'  kind. 

On  the  night  of  tlie  4th  ynu  reached  the  city,  and  during  the  next 
day  I  receivi'd  your  onlers  m  relatitm  to  matters  at  (Jatveston.  Dur- 
ing tlie  four  days  1  removed  tlie  two  24-pounder3,  and  also  the  guns  at 
Soutli  Battery  were  unspiked  and  n'moved,  and  all  of  them  liave  been 
safelv  lande<l  at  Virginia  Point.  I  cause*!  the  people  to  he  fidly  noti- 
fierl  m  relation  to  matters  which  you  directed  they  should  be  advised 
of.  All  macliiuery  of  any  value  wan  removed,  'fhe  civil  authorities 
removed  all  the  county  records  of  every  kind  and  all  the  records  of  tlie 
city  cornoralion  and  of  the  district  court.  The  raiLn>ad  company 
remove*!  all  their  material  of  ever)'  kind,  and  by  II  a.  m.  of  the  Stli 
we  had  removed  all  (Jovernment  pro|jerty  of  any  value  except  tlie 
X-inch  gun  at  h'ort  I'oinl,  aiu!  a  large  majority  of  the  population  had 
left  their  hou.scs  nnd  the  inland. 

The  trooj>s  havitig  all  been  removed,  in  accordance  with  your  orders 
1  left  with  my  .stafl  fi*i-  \' irgiJiiu  Point,  leaving  a  sudicient  force  to  hold 
the  batterj'  at  the  south  end  of  the  railroad  oridge.  and  that  evening 
I  report**d  at  this  place  to  0»lonel  X.  B.  Debray,  coniinanding  sub- 
mUitar\'  district  of  Houston. 

It  aftorfis  me  great  pleasure  t^  be  able  to  st-ate  that  both  officers  and 
men  behaved  nobly,  executing  all  orders  promptly  and  correctly. 

All  of  which  is  respe<tfully  submitted. 
Youm,  respectfully, 

J08F.PI1  J.  Cook, 

Cohnel,  C'oinmatuUng. 

Lieutenant  R.  M.  FKANKi,m, 

Actg.  Aast.  Adjutani-Oeneraly  Svhmilitanj  DiMrict  of  Houston. 


Be-port  of  Actiyw  Master  Croclcer,  U.  8.  Navy,  reoarding  the  capture  of 
k  tit^  British  schooner  Dart,  Oct^er  6,  I86i> 

U.  S.  S.  Kensinotox, 
Pennacola  Hay,  Nirt^embrr  4,  t<S63. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  day  of  October, 
1862,  the  fiiitish  schooner  Dart  was  captured  while  ruiming  the  block- 
ade at  Sabine  Pass  by  the  IT.  S,  setiooner  Rachel  Seamdn,  then  under 
my  conunand  as  part  of  an  expedition  to  capture  that  [)Iace. 

The  Dart  waa  captured  inside  the  harbor,  tne  conunander  of  h 
being  aware  the  place  waa  in  the  |x>ijaeasion  of   the  Uuitcd 


her  ^1 

Statea.        ^H 
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She  was  sent  first  to  this  port,  from  whcnco  slie  is  now  orclftred  by  the 
adminil  to  Key  West.  Fla..  for  Hdjtuiiciitiun. 

I  Imve  the  lionor  tu  forward  iRTOwith  a  list  of  the  olticers  and  men 
belonging  to  this  vessel  who  hit  enlith'd  to  prize  money,  and  a  Ust  of 
oiTicers  and  cn^w  of  the  I'.  S.  strhooner  Jtacful  Seaman,  who  are  also 
entitled  to  a  share  in  the  prize  money,  will  be  forwarded  by  her  cxttn- 
mander  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am.  reH|>ectfidly,  your  ohedient  ser\'ant, 

Fredehk'K  CnocKER. 
Aciimi  Afftstfr,  Commanding, 
Hon.  fiiDKON  Wkixes, 

Secntarif  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hitiijion,  D.  0. 


Order  of  Omnmotlorf  HeU,  V .  S.  iVaiN/,  to  Cnrnmnntifr  Alden,  V.  S. 
Navy,  comnuindliuf  U .  S,  S.  Hichmond. 

U.  S.  S.  Br<_k>ki.yn, 
Off  Mnbih,  (htohvr  7,  1862, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  t-o  Pensai'ola  witii  th**  L'.  S.  S.  Hivhrnnnd  to 

fill  up  witli  supplies  of  eonl,  wood,  and  water.     ITpou  your  arrival 

there  i-epi>rt  U^  Admiral  Farragiit. 

Hespertfully,  ete., 


Commander  Jam Rs  Aldbn, 

('ommandhuj  (J.  S.  S.  Uirhm^Jid, 


H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 


Commendaiory  hti^r  jrom   Hear-Admiral  Farramt,   U.  S.  Navy,  to 
Cfnrimfiitder  Snxjrhtwut,  V.  S.  Nainf, 

Flaoship  Hautford, 
Pensufola  Bay,  Octohtr  7.  !H62. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  wish  to  know  if  you  have  perfornie<l  your 
duty  to  my  sntisfaction  since  your  nrrivaf  on  the  statiim  luider  my 
command,  I  have  to  state  that  you  have,  so  ftir  aii  came  under  my 
knowledj^e.  us  faithfully  and  with  as  nuirh  rapueitv  in  the  difficult 
position  m  which  you  were  placed  at  the  mouth  ol^the  Rio  (irande 
as  any  officer  could  have  done. 

T  considcr4"<l  that  you  a<'ipiitted  yourself  with  ability  and  judgment, 
and  regret  tliat  any  circumstance  should  njake  it  necessary  for  you  to 
call  on  me  for  such  a  letter  at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen*ant, 

[D.  O.  Karraoit.] 
Rear-Admiral,  Commandiny  Wffrtern  Gulf  fihckaditif}  Siptadron. 

Couunatider  S.  Swartwopt, 

CvmiTUindlTtg  U.  S.  Sloop  Portsmouth,  Near  Carrollion,  La, 
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Lfttrr  of  ctmAurt:  from  Hear-AdmircU  Ffxrragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  U>  Com- 
mander French,  U .  S.  Nainj,  commajulin^  U.  S.  8.  AlbatronH. 

FLAG8Iin»  IIautfoht), 
Prnmiola  Bay,  October  7,  1S02. 
Sir:  Your  (lisi)nt<*h*  !»ih  I>t»en  rf'C4»ived  in  relation  Uy  l-lie  condition 
of  your  v^s9*'l  uiu!  your  re  fort' nee  t^>  tlie  report  of  your  Hurgfon  for 
y(»ur  appearimep  at  Pensitcola. 

To  no  one  is  tlip  stom  duty  of  fault-finding  more  painful  than  to 
raysplf,  particularly  in  such  casfs;  hut  lest  a  misapprehension  of  an 
offiror's  duty  under  sucli  circumstances  should  lead  hini  or  otherH 
into  a  fatal  errt»r  at  some  future  time,  it  he^'ouuvs  necessary  to  remind 
you  that  the  surgeon  is  confined  to  )>ointiny;  out  t-o  you  the  heat  man- 
ner of  presenMng  the  health  of  the  crew,  hut  yovi  are  to  be  tiic  judge 
of  how  far  your  duty  to  your  country  and  the  service  will  justify  your 
acceding  to  it. 

You  were  sent  to  hlw^kade  the  Rio  Orande,  and  you  had  no  right 

to  leave  that  station  until  rc^ilarly  relieved  by  some  other  vessel. 

Our  duties  in  war  iiro  imperative,  and  we  are  as  much  hound  to  face 

the  fever  as  the  enemy,  and  to  fare  both  when  necessary  in  our  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  Q.  Farraout,] 

Rear-Admirtd. 
Commander  H.  French, 

ComnMndiiiy  U.  S.  S.  Alhutrotis. 


Report  of  Commander  Emmons,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Hatieroa,  qiving  names  of  vesseh  hoarded  ami  spoken  whih  bhrkading 

Berwick  hay. 

U.  S.  S.  Hattera.s, 
Blockading  Berwick  Bag.  October  7,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  monthly  and  quarterly  returns. 

Having  taken  in  three  months'  provisions  at  New  Orleans,  with  such 
stores  as  I  could  obtain  upon  requisition,  and  supplied  myself  with 
fuel  along  the  Mississippi  hanks,  and  coal  (.312  tons)  from  the  ship 
Carioca,  I  departed  for  tnis  tiresome  station  early  last  month. 

On  the  9tn  of  S(y>t<miher  I  Imarded  the  American  brigantine  N, 
Btrrry,  prize  to  the  U.  S.  brig  Bohio,  from  Matamoras.  with  part  of  a 
cargo  oT  hides,  etc.,  having  left  her  master  on  shoi*e  and  escaped  with 
some  Texan  refugees,  including  General  [A.  J.]  Hamilton,  whom  the 
rebels  were  endeavoring  to  capture,  bound  for  the  South  West  Pass. 

The  general  confirnKMi  the  statements  of  prisoners  tliat  I  have  taken 
in  regard  to  outrages  perpetrated  upon  iTnion  men  in  Texas,  and 
thinks  that  with  q  small  force,  having  arms  and  ammunition  to  arm 
those  friendly  to  our  cause  in  Texas,  that  they  would  soon  drive  out 
the  rebels. 

On  the  lOth  spoke  the  American  ship  CharUn  Sprague,  Pike,  in 
ballast,  from  Vera  Cniz,  bouiul  to  New  (Orleans;  loss  of  mat-e  and  one 
man;  suspect  yellow  fever. 

On  the  13th  boarded  the  Mexican  schooner  Jicalfipec,  from  Mata- 
moras, cargo  of  cotton,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  In  distress,  having  a 

•See  p.  2tt). 
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crew  ol  1 0  men  and  1 0  Texan  refugees  on  board ;  6  of  the  latt<^r  IT.  S. 
soldiers  who  had  escaped  from  prison  in  Texas,  where,  with  some  50 
otiiery.  t licy  liave  been  inrarceraled  since  the  conunencement  of  the 
rehelhon.  Furnished  them  water  and  provisions,  unshipped  and 
repaired  their  ni<hier,  eU-.,  and  parted  company  tlie  following  day- 

()n  the  15th  spoke  the  rebel  schooner  liamhlfr,  with  00  tmles  of 
cotton,  out  of  Sabine,  prize  to  the  IT.  S.  S.  Cojinfcticut,  bound  to  Ship 
Island,  in  i^harjre  of  a  master's  mate  and  prize  crew;  were  some  30 
miles  out  of  iheir  reckoning;  pointed  (hem  fair,  and  parted  company'. 

On  the  *iOth  spoke  the  IT.  S.  mortar  schooner  No.  19 — Janes — 
hoimd  to  Galveston. 

On  the  lil-st  saw  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  Imund  west,  and 
soon  after  apoke  the  U.  S.  S.  Keratin^ton,  CVocker,  in  company,  bound 
to  the  Sabine. 

On  the  2d  October  boarded  the  schooner  Gino,  of  Havana.  52  tons, 
out  ot  Berwick,  with  115  bales  of  cotton,  under  EuKliifh  colors,  W.  S. 
Brown,  master,  J.  V.  Alien  (and  wife),  of  New  York,  part  owner  and 
.supercargo,  ami  a  civw  of  :i  men.  having  a  speciiil  periiilt  from  Oeneral 
Butler,  08  per  enclosed  copy.     Also  the  following  papers  not  C4)pipd : 

Irit.  .\  neclaration  of  ownership  a.s  British  pn>iH'rty,  8igne<l  by  Mr. 
(.Yawford.  Knglish  consul  at  Havana. 

2d  and  ;Jd.  Provisional  ccrtilW-ate  of  registry  No.  52,  dated  at 
Havana.  April  2,  lS(i2,  and  a  transfer  and  sah*  from  A.  Oamarien,  of 
Havana,  to  J.  R.  Murison,  English  resident  at  New  Orleans,  for  the 
sumof  SJ.UOO. 

4th.  Permit  from  G.  S.  Deniaon,  special  agent  of  the  collector  at 
New  Orleans,  dated  July  25,  1802,  to  Captain  Hauhai'l  Fortin.  to  pro- 
ceetl  l,o  Berwick  and  bring  saiil  schooner  (iino  to  New  Orleans. 

5th  and  tith.  Clearance  ami  bill  of  health,  dated  at  Kratd;tin.  I>a., 
Scpiember  2fi.  1  SiVJ,  und  signed  K.  [\\.\  McMillan,  coIle4:tor.  The  port 
of  Havana  being  specified  m  the  clearance;  had  no  log  book. 

Coy^  of  permii. 
Sp»ri»l  onli*r.]  BenvncK  Bay,  Au^wii  S.H.  J8G2. 

Pcrnii»«non  in  ^rantft]  ta  .T.  F.  .All4<n  tn  IaIcp  on  iMwnl  tlip  ntcbix^oer^^ino,  kI  tliu<  pluoo, 
200  bales  of  cultuii  uitl  tu  nui  the  .tame  Ui  the  |M)rt  uf  ilavuun  ur  Nh&hiu. 
By  oommuiil  of — 

Majuh-Geneoal  R.  Tayiak, 
CommandirHj  Ditttrict  o/  Wn^em  Louinana. 
P.  E.  BoNroRD, 

Firal  lAfutfnani  and  Aii{-ff/-{'amp. 

The  Confederate  authorities  would  not,  of  course,  clear  a  vessel 
loaded  with  cotUm  for  the  United  States.  Hence  in  all  deieptive 
transactions  of  this  nature  it  may  become  a  dilTundt  matt(T  f(»r  the 
bl(Krkadiiig  oUicer  to  decide  huw  far  he  is  bouml  by  t-lie  evidiMwe  in  the 
cas4f  to  credit  verbal  repn^sentations  or  respect  special  permits  of  our 
military  authorities,  which,  to  say  the  least,  appear  to  me  informal 
and  impntper.  and  for  this  reiison  1  should  be  glad  to  have  your  views 
or  instructions  for  further  guidance. 

In  this  caiw?,  from  all  the  evidence  adduced,  the  small  number  of  the 
crew,  and  the  quantity  of  i>rovisiiins  on  board,  there  are  strong  reasons 
for  believing  that  the  vessel  is  actually  bound  to  New  Orleans,  and  I 
have  conchided  that  if  I  adopted  a  contrary  belief  and  sent  her  home 
for  adjudication  it  would  only  result  in  delay,  trouble,  and  expense  to 
the  Government  and  her  linikl  restitution. 
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Yestonlay  I  aErain  sjmko  tliis  voss*^!.  drivon  back  by  head  winds,  and 
supplied  lirr  wilii  mmw  watorHiul  n  few  articlos. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  K.  Emmons, 

Commander. 
Rear-Adniinil  D.  G.  Fakkauut, 

Connnanding  Wrutfrtt  Dimmnn,  (hilf  Blockading  Squadron, 


IKiit'iiiniin*.*.] 


Special  permit.] 


Hdqrh.  Department  of  the  Gclf, 

New  Orleans,  Augu^  IS,  186J. 
The  bearers,  J.  F.  Allen  and  W.  S.  Brc>\vTi,  have  permission  to  leave 
tliia  city  and  prociMnl  t<>  lierwirk  Hay  tn  load  the  ycbooner  (rhto  with 
cotton  and  provisionK  and  n^itrn  linre. 

All  oniccrM  of  this  department  are  diivcted  to  give  safe  conduct  to 
said  schooner  and  crew. 

Benjamin  F.  BtTL.EK, 

Major-Gerieralf  ComnMuding. 


HEAPgrAiiTERs  St.  Mahtix, 

fiirtrirk-  Hay,  Sfjttemhfr  SH,  1HS2. 
Permit  tlie  schooner  Oino,  W.  S.  Brown,  master,  and  crew  of  7  [Mr- 
sons,  to  pass  our  Hues  on  voyage  to  Havana  and  a  market. 

E.  \j.  Kino, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Post,  Bermck  Hay. 


Case  of  the  British  steamer  Blanche,  bnrned  in  the  SiKtnisli  Imrhvr  of 
Marianao,  CvbOj  October  S,  lii6^. 

Letter  tnm  tho  Secrstu-y  of  State  to  the  Biereterj  of  the  Kbtjt  reqaesting  infornuition  on 

tho  anbjeot. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  October  20,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Spanish  minister  has  orally  made  a  representation  to  this 
Department  on  the  subject  of  the  reeent  chasinc  ashore  on  the  island 
of  CHiba  b}'  a  United  States  steamer  of  a  vessel  called  the  Blanche*, 
alleged  to  have  been  under  the  British  Jiag.  ile  said  that  there  was 
m*eat  excitement  at  Havana  on  the  subject.  The  name  of  the  United 
btates  steamer  was  not  known. 

I  will  thank  you  for  any  information  \ipon  the  subject  wluch  the 
Navy  Departnu'ut  has  or  tuay  itn^^eive. 

I  navo  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WliXIAM   11.  SeWABD. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretanj  of  tlie  Navif. 

*lAte  Um  Coofedemte  eteaiuer  Oaural  Husk. 
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Latter  from  tho  Ssorctftrjr  of  the  Nkvy  to  B«ar-Admir&l  F&rragat,  0.  8.  Havy,  rsqaeitiiig 
to  bo  infornwd  of  tha  cix«amitaDcet  in  the  cat*. 


Na> 


')ber . 


Oepautment. 

.Sir:  His  Excellency  Sonor  Don  G.  G.  [y]  Tassara.  minister  plcni- 
polentiary  of  Iter  Catfiolio  Maje.sty  tfie  C^uoen  of  Spain,  has  addressed 
the  Socretarv  of  State  oflirially  in  reference  to  the  rlm.'*int;  ashcire  and 
the  destnirhon  of  the  merchant  ship  BUtnche,  on  the  7th  instant,  hy 
a  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  U.  S.  piinhoat  Morttgomery,  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Istanil  ot  Cuba. 

Extractji  from  the  cuniniunication  of  Mr.  Tassai-a,  and  copies  of  the 
papers  accompanying  it,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  the  affaii.  are 
iierewith  transmitted.  As  yet  this  Department  has  received  notliing 
on  the  suhi<*et. 

You  will,  witliout  delay,  institute  a  full  and  rigorous  entjutry  into 
the  conduet  (tf  tin*  cnnunander  of  the  M nntgomenj  and  other  nHirers 
concerned  witli  reference  to  the  Blanche,  and  forward  the  report 
thereof  to  the  Deptirtinent  hy  the  fii-sl  opportunity. 

The  pili»t,  claimed  as  a  Spanish  suhject,  wlut  was  taken  from  the 
BUin^he  and  is  supposed  to  he  on  hoard  the  M untgomftrtj ^  you  will  have 
released  fortliwitn,  if  not  gn'i'ty  of  crime. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Admiial  David  G.  Farraout, 

Commandiny  West  G^tlf  S^ttadron. 


Baport  of  Bear-AdmirAl  Faira^t,  U.  B.  Nary,  traaBmitUng  report  of  Commander  Haatefi 
n.  8.  Havy,  commanding  D.  8.  B.  Montgomorjr,  and  other  pa|>ert. 

No.  261.1  Flaqsuip  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  November  J5,  J  SOS. 

Sir;  In  reply  to  your  comnmniration  of  October  28,  relative  to  the 
burning;  of  the  steamer  Blancke,  I  have  to  report  that  I  understood 
fn)m  Commander  Hunter  that  he  !md  ali-ea<lv  rejiorted  the  afTair  to 
the  Department,  and  that  his  rept>rls  to  me  (fierewith  enclosed)  were 
merely  for  mv  own  information. 

The  Spanisli  pilot  was  put  on  hoard  a  vessel  bound  into  Havana  the 
same  <lay  he  was  capttired. 

I  for\vard  herewith  the  report  of  Commander  Hunter,  thai  of  the 
oliicer  who  boarded  the  Blanch:,  and  the  depi>sition  of  one  K.  F. 
Clement,  an  Enf^lish  passenger  from  the  coast  of  Tt-xas. 

I  will  order  a  court  of  erupiiry  in  this  case  as  soon  as  ]>rftcticablo. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- A  dm  iral. 
Hon.  GiDKoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tiie  Navy,  Washin^n. 
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Bsport  of  Oomniuider  Htiat«r,  D.  B.  Navy,  oommanding'  V.  S.  8.  Moatgomory. 

IT.  S.  S.  MONTOOMEKY, 

Fensaeola,  October  11,  ISG:?. 

Sib:  I  have  the*  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this 
i)laL*i\  We  loft  New  Vurk  at  '2  \f.  ni.  uu  the  -"Jth  ultliiio,  came  through 
Pruvidcucc  Channel,  and  arrived  off  lla\una  the  nii^ht  of  the  6th 
instant.  I  went  on  shore  on  the  next  morning,  the  7lli,  saw  our  con- 
sul-general, Mr.  Shufehlt,  and  left  the  city  ncfore  noon  and  camo 
ahoard  and  proceeded  west  along  the  shore  of  Cuba.  At  2  p.  m.  the 
same  daj^  the  7th,  saw  a  steamer  to  the  south  of  us  stan<tui^  eastward, 
very  neai*  the  shore.  \Vc  went  toward  the  shore  aouthwanl  and  east- 
war<l  lu  cut  her  off.  At  2:10,  whe[i  about  2\  miles  from  her,  lu*ed  a 
blank  cartridge  toward  her.  She  hoisted  l^nglish  colors,  l)ut  did  not 
stop.  In  loading  the  riiled  gun  with  shell,  the  shell  got  jammed  in  it. 
At  2:20  lired  the  siiell  toward  the  steamer;  the  shell  struck  the  water 
only  about  000  yards  from  us.  The  strange  steamer  then  stopped 
her  engines,  headed  for  the  shore,  and  anchored.  Two  armed  boats 
with  20  men,  under  charge  of  Acting  Volunteer  Master  -Vrthur,  then 
(2:30)  left  us,  with  orders  to  board  the  slrang(»  steanu^rand  examine 
her  juipers,  and  if  a  rebel,  or  her  paiK^-s  not  regular,  to  bring  lier 
out.  The  boats  reached  the  steamer  at  'S.  Before  they  got  to  her 
a  boat  from  the  shore  had  gone  on  board,  and  a  Spanish  flag  w&s  set 
over  the  Hnpllsh.  A  few  moments  after  our  Iwats  got  to  the  vessel 
smtjke  was  seen  to  come  from  below,  and  soon  the  fianu-s  burst  out, 
and  our  boats  returned  on  hoard.  Seeing  the  vessel  nearly  oonsiiniedf 
I  proceeded  on  my  course. 

vVTien  our  boats  were  leaving  the  hunung  steamer,  two  men  jumped 
from  her  into  them,  and  were  brought  on  hoard;  one  a  Spanish  pilot, 
whom  the  steamer  had  taken  aboard  at  the  west  end  or  Cuba:  the 
other,  a  person  nanu'd  Clement.  re[iresentiiig  himself  as  a  British 
subject,  a  passenger  on  iioard.     That  night  (7th)  I  sent  tlie  Snanish 

r)ilot  on  board  a  smalt  Spanish  vessel  bound  to  Havana,  and  have 
irought  the  perstm  Clement  to  this  place.  I  encln.sc  tbc  papers  which 
the  captain  of  the  steamer  handed  to  the  boarding  olFicer,  and  which 
were  not  returned,  1st,  a  provisional  register;  2tl,  a  certificate  of 
ownership;  3d,  a  crew  list  of  a  vessel  <'alled  the  BfanrJif,  formerly  the 
Ornend  RuA-.  I  rejoice  gi-eatly  that  tins  notorious  rebel  vessel  is 
destroyed. 

I  enclose  a  statement  or  deposition  of  the  pas-senger  Clement  which 
may  be  useful  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  charge  us  with  the  destruction 
of  the  vessel.     I  enclose  a  list  of  vessels  boarded  on  our  passage  from 
Xew  York,  as  alwi  ro|>ort  of  the  olficer  that  boarded  the  Blancfie. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respet^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CiLAULEs  Hunter, 

Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  (r,  Farragitt, 

Commanding  Western  GulJ  Bhekading  Squadron,  Fensaeola. 


Btport  of  AetlDg'  Hutor  Arthor,  U.  B.  Kavy,  boardini;  otBear. 

U.  S.  S.  MoNTooMEitY,  October  7,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  nnlers  1  left  the  U.  S.  S.  AfontgOTufrij  ab 
2:30  p.  ra.  of  lliis  day,  in  charge  of  first  and  second  cutters,  aucom- 
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paniod  by  Acting  Ensigns  Putnam  and  Wiley,  and  proceeded  with 
all  dispatch  for  a  stcaiuer  ijtshore  of  tis,  supposed  to  be  u  Confederate 
vessel,  and  run  on  shore  for  tlie  |>urpf>se  of  cleaning  from  us.  On 
Hearing  her,  perceived  that  she  had  a  Spanish  ensign  boisted  over  uii 
English  ensign.  At  about  3  p.  ni.  I  went  alongside  in  the  first  cutter, 
and  on  boarding  her  I  mot  a  person  who  represented  himself  as  the 
cantain  of  the  said  vessel.  I  asked  him  why  lie  was  on  shore,  and  ho 
onJy  simigged  his  shoiUdei's  for  an  answer.  I  then  asked  him  what 
his  cargo  was,  and  he  said  "Cotton."  I  then  asked  to  seo  bi.s  papers 
and  he  immediately  brought  me  a  certificate  ol  ownership  and  the 
crew  list  or  shipping  papers  of  a  vessel  called  the  Bhnchr,  whose 
toreign  name  was  the  General  Husk.  After  looking  over  his  papers 
ami  not  deeming  them  sufiicient  indication  of  the  truth  under  the 
circumstance,  I  ordered  an  assistant  engintH'r  (attached  to  the  Mont- 
gomery, whom  I  liad  als<j  taken  with  me)  to  the  engine  room  to  take 
charge  of  the  engine  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  gt^t  her  afloat  again. 

By  this  time  Mr.  Putnam,  in  tno  second  cutter,liad  come  alongside. 
The  engineer  .sfjon  got  tlie  engine  working,  reversed,  and  the  .st-eamer 
had  commenced  to  move,  though  very  slowly,  wlien  Mr.  IMitnam 
reported  to  me  that  the  steamer  wius  on  lire,  and  ahutwt  instanta- 
neously the  smi  ike  was  issuing  fi'f^m  every  crack  and  crevice  from  below. 
I  immediately  ordered  \fr.  Putnam  forward  with  one  boat  to  take 
oir  the  men  who  were  forward,  and  got  the  rest  of  our  men  into  the 
other  boat  and  shoved  off  from  lier. 

The  flames  were  now  bursting  out  from  every  part  of  the  ves.sel, 
and  in  attempting  to  pass  between  her  and  the  sliore  on  her  starboard 
side,  we,  who  were  in  the  boat,  were  in  great  danger  of  being  burned. 
On  getting  f4>r^v«r<^,  on  her  .starboard  bow,  I  found  Mr.  Putnam  had 
succeeded  in  getting  all  our  men  who  were  there  into  his  boat,  and 
also  two  men  from  the  burning  vessel  who  did  not  belong  to  us.  I 
then  pulled  around  her  hows  to  get  to  windward  of  her,  and  found  a 
boat  from  the  shore  with  the  remainder  of  the  vessel's  crew  already 
shoved  off  from  her  and  nearly  on  shore,  wliich  was  but  a  few  yarns 
distant.  The  steamer  was  now  a  conmlete  sheet  of  flame,  and  not 
deeming  it  prudent  to  lie  too  near  her.  for  fear  of  the  explosion  of  her 
boilers,  I  urdere<l  the  boats  to  pull  a  short  distance  from  her  and  lie  by; 
we  remaine<i  nnlil  her  masts  burned  ufT  and  fell,  and  then  made  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  Monfgomfry. 

During  the  time  of  our  slay  f*n  board  the  Bianckf  not  one  of  our 
men  went  below  her  deck,  and  she  must  have  been  fired  by  some  of 
her  own  crew,  and  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  lire  spread, 
ever>-thing  must  have  been  in  readiness  beforehand.  We  had  not 
been  on  board  ten  minutes  before  it  was  perceived  she  was  on  fire, 
and  then  the  flames  were  bursting  through  lier  deck  and  sides.  Not 
having  returned  Ut  the  ca|>tain  tlie  papers  he  had  shown  me,  and  in 
the  confusion  he  having  csr-aped  t-o  the  shoiv,  I  retained  them  and 
brought  them  on  board. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  G.  Arthur, 
Ading  Maater,  U.  S.  S.  MuiUgvinery. 

Commander  Charles  Hunter, 

U*  S.  S.  Monigtnnery. 


WEST  GULF   BIX5CKADING   SQUADRON. 
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I.Robert  F.Clement,  a  resident  of  InHianola.in  the  StAt«  of  Texas, 
in  tneUnitpfl  States  of  America,  and  ciaimiut;  in  he  a  subject  of  her 
Britannic  Maje-sty.  being  bom  in  Bath,  England,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lijrd  1SI6.  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  emtmrked  im  board  the  steamer 
Blanche,  having  a  provwional  register  signed  liy  John  V.  C'rawfurd,  her 
Britannic  Maje.sty  s  acting  consul-general  in  Cuba  (the  foreign  name  of 
said  st^^'anier  wa.s  the  General  Rusk;  that  she  was  built  in  Delaware,  in 
the  United  States,  in  1 857) ,  on  or  about  the  29th  day  of  September  last, 
at  Jjridianola,  Tex.,  in  the  United  States  of  America;  that  we  sailed 
from  the  said  port  of  Indianola  on  the  same  day,  the  2yLh  nf  September 
last,  and  pursued  our  way  towaM  and  for  the  porl  of  Havana,  in  the 
Island  of  Cuba;  that  on  the  7th  of  this  month,  when  about  0  miles 
from  the  port  of  Havana,  we  met  a  l^^nited  States  vessel,  the  Montgam- 
emj;  that  the  captain  of  the  Ukincht,  whose  name  is  R.  N.  Smith, 
ordered  the  vessel  to  make  for  the  beach,  which  was  near  or  opposite 
the  village  of  Mariel,  about  7  or  S  miles  from  the  port  of  Havana:  that 
the  Rhmrhe  was  ancliored  very  near  the  shore,  so  near  that  her  stem 
touched;  that  wfieii  the  captain  of  the  Wnnrhe  saw  two  boats  ap- 
proaching from  the  Mmiitjnnifrif,  he  c^iuscd  the  Htnnehe  to  be  forced  on 
shore  witli  Iier  engines,  slacking  her  cable;  that  about  ten  minutes 
after  the  men  from  the  Mimtgomery's  boat-s  came  on  biiard  the 
flames  bui-st  out  from  all  narts  of  the  lee  side  of  the  vessel  except  a 
small  space  forward  and  alt;  that  I  escaped  fnim  the  burning  vi'tssel 
in  a  hoal  from  the  M<>vt(fom*ri/;  that  the  said  captain,  K.  N.  Smith, 
told  me  before  I  embarked  on  board  the  Blnmhc  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  destroy  the  vessel  rather  than  have  her  taken  by  a  United 
States  vessel;  that  it  is  my  firm  and  entire  belief  and  conviction  that 
the  said  Bfanche  was  tired  b3'  order  of  the  captain,  by  the  crew  or 
ofFicers  on  board  of  her;  that  the  said  Bhmchr  was  hiclcii  with  about 
500  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  which  was  put  on  board  at  Lavaca,  in  the 
State  of  Texas,  United  States. 

RoBT.  F.  Clement. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford,  October  1 1 , 
1862,  Bay  of  Pensact)la,  Fla. 

Jas.  M.  Palmer, 

Ca^in,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Witness : 

Jame.s  Aldf-n*, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  SeereUry  of  Uie  Hary  to  Bear-Admiral  Farraf  at,  V.  B.  Navy,  tmwnttting 
order  to  the  executive  ofBcer  of  the  V.  B.  B.  Montgomery  to  reUeve  Commander  Hn&ter, 

U.  5.  Kary.  of  command. 

Navy  DRrARTMEST.  December  9,  1S62. 
Sir  :  The  Department  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  2Sth  of  October 
last  on  the  subject  of  the  destniction  of  the  Blanche  and  the  charges 
preferred  against  Commander  Charles  Himter,  of  the  Mofitatrmenj. 
The  question  involved  is  one  of  grave  importance,  and  has  uecome 
aggravated  from  neglect  on  the  part  of  Commander  HunKr  to  make 
report.  The  Spani.sh  minister,  by  order  of  his  Government,  has 
caused  this  subject  to  be  brought  repeatedly  to  the  attention  of  this 

K  W  K — Vol,  19 19 


272 


WEST   GULP   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


Department.  Although  the  destruction  of  the  Blanche  took  place 
two  months  ago,  no  report  has  been  received  bj'  this  Department 
from  either  Commander  Hunter  or  vourself.  As  you  wore  addre-ssed 
on  this  .subject  and  have  never  made  report,  1  am  apprehensive  that 
Conunandor  Hunter  has  been  delinquent  and  guilty  of  neglect  to  you 
and  tlio  Drpartinent. 

T!ie  subject  has  now  become  of  so  serious  a  cluiracter  that  extraor- 
dinary' mca-sures  arc  demanded.  The  Spanish  CJovemmont  is  dissatis- 
fied with  the  delay  that  has  taken  place,  and  insists  on  explanation  and 
ijatisfaction  and  a  course  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  alleged 
offen.se  that  will  atone  to  Spain  fur  the  indignity  which  she  thinks  she 
has  received. 

Under  tlie  remonstrance  of  the  Spanish  minister  and  the  pledge  of 
the  State  Dei)artmcnt  tliat  the  subject  shouhl  be  promptly  investiga- 
ted ,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  report  from  Commander  Ilunter  or  your- 
self, I  have  no  alternative  but  to  detach  him  from  his  command  and  to 
order  the  Montgomery  home,  that  the  subject  may  undei-go  legal 
investigation. 

An  order  detaching  him  Ls  herewitli  transmitted.  A  duplicate  of  it 
will  be  intrusted  to  the  couuuandiiig  uJTicor  of  the  Circannltin,  to  be 
delivered  to  Commander  Hunter  sliould  the  Montgomery  be  fallon  in 
with  before  th©  Circasmnn  communicates  with  you. 

The  executive  oliiccr  of  the  Montgomery  will  ])ring  home  that  vessel 
with  all  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  tlie  lUuncht.  \n  order  to  that 
effect  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I  anij  rtvsiHH'tfulIv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  F.vnBAGrr, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensacohi,  Fta. 

{Em'tosure.] 

Navt  Department,  December  9,  tS62. 
Sm:  Commander  Charles  Hunter  has  been  ordered  to  turn  over  the 
command  of  the  Montgomery  to  you,  and  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  done 
so,  you  will  proceed  with  that  vessel  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to 
New  York,  bringing  with  you  all  tho  witnesses  on  board  in  the  case  of 
the  BUinche. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GUJEO.N   Weli-es, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 
Executive  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Montoomeky, 

Western  (hdf  Squadron. 


B«port  of  Bflar-Admlial  r&rngnt,  U.  B.  VsTy,  exonerstiiig  Conunonder  Hattter,  TT.  B.  Kavy. 

No.  269.]  Flagship  Hautix)ri», 

New  Orleans,  December  10,  tS62. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report*  of  the  inved- 
tigation  into  tlie  burning  of  the  steamer  Blanche,  called  for  in  your 
communication  of  October  26[?]. 


*Oinitt«d  u  Dot  necewa 
eera  and  crew  uf  tbe  f.  S. 


rr  to  publUb.    This  board  of  throe  olBcem  eumimKl  tbe  offl- 
5.  Jivntgomertf  uid  Mibniittod  t\\v  uwtiinooy. — Compileb. 
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T  am  fully  sutisfipd  that  the  vessel  was  sot  fire  to  hy  her  own  offirers 
and  crew.  CoiuinaiuitT  Hunter  is  an  excellent  and  most  vigilant 
officer,  and  wa-s  only  anxious  to  do  his  duty.  1  have  no  douht  if  he 
could  have  gotten  the  lUnnche  off  he  would  .sini()ly  have  examined  her 
papers  and  let  her  go.  if  it  were  right  so  tu  have  done. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARnAorr, 

Rear-Admiml. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wku.ks, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navij. 


iMXMT  from  the  Secretary  of  fltatfl  to  iSie  SHrBtary  of  the  Kavy,  trunmittlng  Ifltter  from 

tli«  British  miniiier.  making  aeetuatlon  of  ccmpoliloa  amployad  In  gotting  itatineBt 
from  Bobert  F.  ClemsBt. 

Department  op  State, 
Washington,  January  JO,  1863. 
Sir:  I  liavo  iJie  honor  to  commvmicate  a  copy  of  a  not*  of  the  8th 
instant,  addressed  to  this  l)e]»artnient  hy  Ijord  Lyons,  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  eiwoy  extraordinary  iind  minister  plenipotentiary,  repro- 
scnting  that  Commander  Hunter,  of  the  Montgomery,  obtained  the 
signature  of  the  Englishman,  Clement,  to  the  deposition  which  he 
made  in  Pensa<M>la,  seerelly  and  surreptitiously,  and  that  compulsion 
was  exenused  to  induce  him  ti»  sign  that  document.  I  will  thank  you 
to  cause  these  cfitirges  also  to  he  investigated  by  the  proposed  court- 
martial  on  Conunuruh'r  Hunter. 

I  am,  sii',  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WiLLUM  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 
Hon.  GiDKON  Wki.lks, 

Secrttary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  ths  Britiib  mluliter  to  the  Vaitod  Butoi  to  the  SAoretary  of  Btate. 

Washington,  January  S.  1S6S, 
Sir:  Since  issuing  the  orders  on  which  the  note  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  9th  of  last  month  was  founded,  her 
Majesty's  Government  have  received  an  otlicial  report  of  a  statement 
made  to  Mr.  Crawford,  her  Majesty's  acting consul^neral  at  Havana, 
bv  Mr.  Clement,  the  British  subject  wlio  was  carried  off  by  the  U.  S. 
sfiip  Sfnnt/fnrnrry  when  the  steamer  Wanrhe  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  coast  of  Cuba. 

It  appears  that  Nfr.  Clement  informed  Mr.  CrawfortI  that  on  his 
rrival  at  Pensacola  on  board  the  Montgomery  he  was  repeatedly 
^examined  and  crtiss-questiuned  on  several  consecutive  days  with 
regard  to  the  affair  of  the  Blanch^.,  the  chief  obje<'t  of  these  examina- 
tions being  to  get  him  to  say  that  he  thought  that  the  Blanche  had 
been  set  fire  lo  by  her  own  crew;  and,  further,  that  as  he  declined 
making  any  such  sttiUMiienl,  initsmuch  as  he  rlid  not  know  who  hu<I  st^t 
the  fiWip  on  fire,  he  wti.s  detained  as  a  prisoner  bv  Commander  Hunter 
until  he  signed  n  de<-l»ration  to  the  required  eftect. 

It   appears,  moreover,   that   Mr.  Clement   assured    Mr.  Crawford 
that  he  aOixed  his  signature  to  the  declaration  in  order  to  obtain  his 
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frcoilom;  that  the  signature  was  obtained  from  him  by  Commander 
Hunter  in  a  secret  and  surreptitious  manner,  and  that  he  considered 
the  declaration  thus  extorted  from  him  as  void  and  of  no  effect  what- 
ever, and  the  more  so  because  during  tlie  time  the  Montgomery's  men 
were  on  board  the  Bianchf  he  was  on  the  after  part  of  the  upper  deck, 
guarded  by  a  file  of  armed  men,  and  consequently  could  not  possibly 
know  by  whom  the  ship  was  s<'t  on  fire. 

In  the  nott^  to  wliich  I  have  referred  I  hail  the  honor  in  inform  you 
that  her  Majesty's  Ciovemment  were  confident  that  full  compensa- 
tion would  be  made  lor  the  detention  of  Mr.  Clement.  I  am  now 
directed  liy  her  Majesty's  (lovemment  to  ask  also  for  an  apology 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  compulsion  exer- 
cised upon  Mr.  Clement  t-o  induce  him  to  sign  at  Pensacola  a  false 
statement  of  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  destnicthm  of  the 
BJanchr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  bumble  sen'ant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  etc. 


Letter  from  tks  ftoeretftry  of  State  to  the  Beoretary  of  tbe  Karj,  commenting  npon  tlM 
ehargea  and  •peclfieation  of  chargos. 

Dkpartment  ok  State, 
W afihinffion ,  Januanj  19,  1863. 
Sra:  T  have  the  honor  tn  acknowIed<;e  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  draft  of  chart;e.s  and  specifications 
of  charj^s  upi>n  which  it  is  proposed  to  arraign  !»efore  a  ctiurt-martial 
Commander  ('liarlea  Hunter,  late  of  the  U.  ti.  S.  Moni<fomery.     I  see 
nothing  in  the  paper  whitdi  rwmires  change,  except  that  the  place 
where   the   insurgent  steamer  General  Ruah  was   burned   is   called 
Marianao,  and  not  Mariando.     A  copy  of  these  charges  has  also  been 
communicated  t^o  the  Knglish  and  Spani.sb  ministers  here,  who,  in 
their  answers  on  the  subject,  have  offered  no  objections  to  them. 
The  pappr  is  herewith  returned,  agreeably  to  your  request. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

William  II.  Sewakh, 

[Secretary  oj  State.] 
Hon.  GiDRox  Wellks, 

Secretary  oj  the  Nat^. 


Abatraet  lo^  of  the  V.  B.  8.  JloDtgomary,  Commander  Charlet  Hoater,  V.  S.  Vnrj,  earn- 

maading. 

September £^,  I SHii. — At 2  p.  m.  ship  put  in  coramlitsion  [navyyard, 
New  York]. 

Sepiertiher  20. — Got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  bay. 

October  8.^M  12;30a.m.  stood  in  for  theMorro.  At  1:10  took  the 
captain  on  board  ami  kept  away  to  the  westward.  At  *2  saw  a  steamer 
inshore  of  us;  fired  a  blank  cartridge  from  the  rifled  gun,  but  she  would 
not  stop.  At  2:20  a  shell  being  iannned  in  the  rifled  gun,  fired  it 
toward  tbe  rebel  steamer;  the  shell  struck  600  yards  from  ourselves 
Cfcly.    She  then  showed  English  colors  and  stoppeil  her  engine,  head- 
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ing  in  for  shore.  At  2:S0,  thinking  her  on  shore,  sent  in  two  boats, 
armed,  in  charfje  of  Ac'tinj^j  Master  Arthur,  to  examine  hor.  At  3  the 
boaU  boarded  her  and  it  was  almost  imme<liately  peR-eived  that  she 
was  on  fire.  Got  men  into  the  boats  again  and  in  ten  mimitcs  she  was 
in  one  soUd  sheet  of  flame.  Two  men  from  the  steamer  got  into  one 
of  the  boats  and  were  broiicrht  to  this  vessel.  The  steamer  was  the 
(jfiurai  R'luk,  from  Indianola  for  Havana,  with  cotlon  cargo.  At  the 
time  of  the  boats  boarding  her  she  was  solid  aground.  At  3:45  boats 
returned;  took  them  up  and  kept  aAvay  down  along  the  eoiust,  keep- 
ing a  safe  distance  from  land.  At  4:30  p.  m.  saw  a  sail  to  the  west. 
kAt  6: 30  sent  a  boat  to  the  strange  vessel.  At  6:45  boat  returned  and 
'reported  her  t-o  be  the  Comet,  of  Nassau,  from  Mataraoras  for  Havana, 
cotton.  Took  up  boat,  made  sail,  and  kept  ship  on  her  course. 
At9:30  boarde4l  schooner  Espedita,  of  and  from  Havana,  and  put  one 
of  the  strange  men  on  hoard  of  her;  he  was  a  Cuban.  At  D  kept  ship 
on  her  course. 

October  It. — At  2:30  a.m.  anchored  in  Pensacdia  Bay. 

Januarij  2,  1H63. — By  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Com- 
mander Hunter  turned  over  the  contuuind  of  this  vessel  to  the  execu- 
tive oliicer,  Acting  Ma.ster  George  H.  Pendleton. 

January  J^. — jVnchored  ofl  the  navy  j'ard,  New  York. 


OllBr^ei  and  speclfioattons  or  cbar^ea   preferred  by  Uie  SecreUrr  of  the  Kavy  sgrntiut 
Cbsrlea  Honter,  a  oommander  In  the  Navy  of  tbe  Dnited  Btaui. 

CiiARQE  L  Violating  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  gov- 
eniment. 

StKci/icatiim  /.  -In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  1.SC2,  the  siiid  Commander  Charles  Ifunter,  being  then 
in  command  of  the  C  S.  S.  Montgomtru,  off  or  near  the  town  of 
Marianao,  on  the  coast  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  dispatched  from  the  said 
steamer  two  boats,  with  officei-s  and  men.  armed,  for  the  purpose  of 
seizing  and  taking  forcible  possi'ssion  of  a  .steamer  or  vessel  called  the 
Rlanckt,  which  was  then  lying  agroniul  uu  the  shore  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  or  close  to  said  shoi*e  and  manifestly  within  a  marine  league  of 
■said  .shore,  and  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
remment,  and  having  the  Spanish  ami  British  Mags  hoisted;  which 
armed  force,  so  dispatched  by  the  said  Commander  Hunter  and  act- 
ing under  Ids  orders,  did  accordingly''  take  fonible  possession  of  the 
said  steamer  Blanch-  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  S[)anish 
Government,  and  did  so  take  possession  notwithstanding  the  remon- 
strance and  warning  of  a  Spanish  civil  officer  or  alcalde,  then  present  on 
board  the  said  steamer  Bhincht  for  tbe  protection  thereof,  and  did 
defy  and  insult  the  said  Spanish  officer  and  did  forcibly  take  away 
from  the  said  steamer  Ramon  Arbela,  a  Sj>anisli  subject,  and  Robert 
P.  ClenuMit,  a  British  subject,  detaining  them  as  prisoners. 

Sptcijiaiiioii  J.  In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1S62,  the  said  Commander  Charles  liunter,  having  taken 
forcime  possession  ol  the  steamer  Blanche,  within  the  territorial  im'is- 
diction  of  the  Spanish  Government,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  specifica- 
tion of  this  cliarge,  did  cause  the  said  steamer  Blanche  to  be  set  on  tire 
and  consumed  with  a  valuable  cargo  then  on  hoard. 

Charge  II.  Scandalous  conduct  tendijig  to  the  destruction  of  good 
morals. 
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Specificafion. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  1S62,  the  said  Co  in  in  and  it  Charle.s  Hunter,  Ivoing  then  in 
command  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Montgonury.  in  the  Bay  of  Pensacolti,  and 
having  under  his  control  the  person  of  Robert  F*.  Clement,  a  British 
subject,  wlio  liad  been  taken  away  from  the  steamer  Blanche  by 
an  armed  force,  acting  under  the  orders  of  said  Hunter,  did  extort 
from  the  said  CUement  a  statement  on  oath  to  the  effect  that  the. 
steamer  Blanche  had  been  set  on  fire  by  her  own  crew;  and  did,  in  a 
secret  and  surreptitious  manner,  olttain  the  signature  of  said  Clement 
to  an  afiiduvit  or  deeluralion  to  that  efTect,  he,  the  said  Commander 
Hunter,  knowing  tliat  the  said  Clement  had  refusi»d  voluntarily  to 
make  the  said  statement,  and  had  decliired  thai  lie  did  not  know  by 
whom  the  steamer  Blavch^  had  been  set  on  fire. 

GiuEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  DEPART\fENT, 

January  SO,  IS6S. 


Finding  of  the  co-art-marUaJ. 

Navy  Yard,  Bostok, 
Monday.  February  W,  1863. 

The  court  met  at  11  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjoumment.  Present, 
the  president  and  all  the  members  of  the  court  and  the  judge-advocate. 

Tne  accused  and  hix  cuimsel  are  nut  present . 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  last  is  read  and  approved 
by  the  court. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  being  closed  and  the  defense  of  the  accused 
having  been  heard,  the  court  is  closed  for  delil>cration. 

And  upon  careful  examination  of  the  ovidence  adduced  and  the 
defense  of  the  accused  the  court  finds: 

That  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  proved  in  part,  to 
wit,  so  nuich  of  the  same  as  is  contained  in  the  following  words: 

'*  In  tliis,  that  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
1862,  the  said  Commander  Charles  Hunter,  being  then  in  comnland 
of  tho  U.  S.  S.  M (Ttitgoviery ,  off  or  near  the  town  of  Marianao,  on  the 
coast  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  dispatched  from  the  said  steamer  two 
boats,  with  officers  and  men,  armed,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and 
taking  forcible  possession  of  a  steamer  or  ves.sel  called  tlie  Blanche, 
which  was  then  lying  agniund  on  the  shore  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  or 
close  to  sfiid  shore  and  manifestly  within  a  marine  league  of  said 
shore,  and  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, and  having  the  Spanish  ana  British  flags  hoisted:  which  armed 
force,  so  dispatched  by  the  said  Commander  flunter  and  acting  under 
his  orders,  aid  accoi-dfngly  take  forcible  possession  of  the  said  steamer 
Blanche  within  the  t^'rritorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Ciovernment," 
with  the  exception  that  it  is  not  proved  that  the  Spanish  flag  wa.s  Hy- 
ing with  the  British  flag  on  board  the  BlancJie  when  the  boaratng  boats 
left  the  Moniyomery. 

As  to  the  remainder  of  said  spccificat  ion  the  court  find  that  the  same 
is  not  proved. 

As  to  the  sc<ond  sperification  of  the  first  charge,  tho  court  find  that 
the  same  is  not  proved. 

Of  the  first  charge  the  court  find  the  accused  to  bo  guilty. 
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As  to  the  sppcification  of  the  sec'x)D<l  clmi^o  the  court  lind  that  the 
lame  is  not  proved. 

Of  the  second  cliarge  the  court  find  the  accused  not  guilty,  and  do 
hoiiorahly  acquit  him  nf  the  same. 

The  court  having  found  the  accused,  Charles  Hunter,  commander  in 
the  Navy  of  the  Lnited  States,  euilty  as  heretofore  recorded,  do  ad- 
Judg^e  that  he^  the  said  Charles  Hunter,  be  dismissed  from  the  naval 
rice. 

Saml.  L.  Bree.sk, 
Rear'Admiral  and  President. 
Uksuy  Kai;le, 
Oommodorf  and  Member. 
J.  L.  Lardner, 

Comnuxhre. 
James  Glynn, 

Captain. 
John  Popr, 

Captain, 
Tnos.  T.  Craven, 

Captain. 
C-UARLES  Green, 

Captain. 
Hasvbt  Jeweix, 

Judge- Advocate. 
Approved: 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
June  19.  IS63. 


The  court  liavinf;  thus  found  Commander  Charles  Hunter  euilty  of 
violatiuf;  the  intejrrity  of  iieutrul  and  fneii<ily  territi>ry,  and  liaving 
adjudged  a  punistimcnt  adequate  to  the  churaeler  and  nature  of  the 
ottiense  committed,  would  in  consideration  of  the  zeal  and  general 
good  character  as  an  oflicer  of  Commander  Hunter,  and  of  tlie  fact 
that  it  appears  that  in  the  ardor  of  chase  and  in  the  desire  lo  serve 
faithfully  his  Government,  lie  pasKt^l  into  neutral  watera  to  board  a 
vessel  which  had  by  lier  action  and  maneuvers  rendered  herself  justly 
suspicious,  and  of  all  the  cireumstanres  attending;  the  transaction, 
rt*8|>eetfull_v  reeoininend  Commander  Hunter  as  deserving  the  clem- 
ency of  the  Executive. 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Rear-Adrnirai. 
Henry  Eaule, 

Commodore. 
J,  L.  Laruxek, 

Commodore. 
James  Glynn, 

Captain. 
John  Pope, 

Captain. 
Thos.  T.  Craven. 

Captain. 
Charles  Green, 

Captain. 
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L«tur  rrom  0.  J.  Hslra.  esq.,  to  the  Seoreur;  orSuu  of  the  Confederau  Btat«i,  truumit- 
Uag  ■tatoment  regarding  the  oatrage  eommitted  by  the  V.  B.  8.  Montgomery  with 
proteit  of  eaptain  and  crew  of  iteamer  Blanche. 

Havana.  Ortoher  Jii,  IH62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  eopy  of  my  note  to  the 
Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  informing  him  of  the  recent  ontra^*  coniiiiilted  by 
Lhfi  Federal  cruiser  Montffomery  in  boarding  with  an  armed  force 
and  burning  the  British  steamer  Bfatirhe,  in  the  Spanish  harbor  of 
Marianao.  a  piraliral  act  inor-e  ai^gravatcd  than  the  foiviblo  abdiir- 
tioii  of  our  conwnis.sioner.s  from  the  Englisli  mail  steamer  Trent,  and 
a  copv  of  tlio  protest  of  tiie  ctLi>tain  and  crew  of  the  lilanf-hf,  wliich 
will  place  you  in  poss<»8sion  ftf  all  the  facts  connected  willi  this  iinprec- 
edentod  disregard  of  the  right-s  of  neutrals  by  a  belligerent.  It  may 
be  proper  to  remark  in  this  connection  (hat  at  the  earliest  moment  I 
communicated  on  the  subject  with  Judge  Rost,  at  Madrid,  and  that 
his  excellency,  the  cajitain-eeneral,  feeling  the  outrage  very  keeidy, 
by  the  same  mail  forwarded  to  his  Government  a  fullhistory  of  tlus 
afid  other  insults  to  the  Spanish  flag  by  the  Federal  fleet  cruising  iu 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

1  regi^t  very  much  to  inform  the  Department  that  General  Serrano 
will  retire  from  Cuba  in  a  few  weeks,  for  I  know,  he  has  constantly 
urged  upon  lu^  Government  the  propriety  of  an  iinaiediatc  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States.  He  informs  me.  however,  that  his  suc- 
cessor is  a  very  liigh-toned  gentleman,  and  tiiat  he  will  ijcnsonally 
present  me  to  liim.  and  I  hope  tu  make  him  our  friend,  should  he  n<)t 
already  he  so.  While  the  cliang<»  may  or  may  not  affect  us  here,  I  am 
assured  General  Serrano,  in  Spain,  will  be  of  great  service  to  us.  He 
will  make  personal  representation  of  the  condition  of  allaii-s  and  urge 
Spain  to  act  promptly,  even  should  England  and  France  liold  back. 

Public  sentiment  is  growing  stronger  each  day  in  our  favdr,  and  our 
friends  here  are  sending  into  the  Confederate  Slates  all  such  articles 
of  necessity  as  can  be  obtaincil  in  Havana  as  rapidly  as  they  safely 
can.  and  recently  veiy  few  vessels  have  been  captured  by  the  block- 
adint'  squadron. 

A  large  number  of  persona  are  coming  to  this  place  from  New 
Orleans. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greut  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benvamix, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

{Eocloeure.] 

Havan-a,  Octcher  23,  1862. 
Mt  De.vr  Sm:  It  beconiea  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  another 
outrage  conunitted  in  Spanish  watera  by  a  Federal  cnuser  more  aggra- 
vated than  any  previous  violation  of  neutnil  rights  by  the  YanKees, 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  indefeiLsible,  and  does  nt>t  admit  of 
apology.  The  history  of  this  piratical  outrage,  the  firing  at  the  Eng- 
lish steamer  Blnnrlif  when  Anthin  1  mUe  of  the  Cuban  shore  by  the 
Federal  gimboat  Montgomery,  the  following  and  boarding  her  when 
aground  in  the  harbor  of  Marianao,  the  burning  her.  the  insults  to 
the  Kn^Iish  and  Spanish  flags,  the  abuse  of  the  Spanish  oHicials,  the 
alnluction  of  Spanish  and  English  citizens,  and  otlier  facts  are  given 
in  the  protest  of  the  captain  and  crew  of  that  English  steamer,  of 
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record  in  the  British  consulato  at  Havana,  a  copy  of  wincrh  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  herewith. 

His  exeelleru'V  the  cuptain-Keneral  haa  laid  all  the  facts  connecte<i 
with  this  outrage  before  his  Government  and  the  Spanish  iiiini±>ter  at 
Washinj^on,  and  Mr.  Crawford,  the  acting  British  coiwul-general 
here,  has  also  comniunieated  on  the  subject  with  his  Oovemment. 

A  large  majority  ol  the  people  of  Cuba,  inchidiny;  the  rhief  oflieials, 
exhibit  greal  indi^iation  at  what  they  conceive  to  be  an  insult  too 
great  to  be  submitted  to,  even  though  the  most  humble  apology 
should  be  offered  liy  the  Federal  tii)veniment,  and  the  subjects  of  her 
Britamiic  Majesty  are  no  less  clamorous  ftir  re<lress. 

it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  repeat  to  you  that  llie  Confederate 
cause  is  more  popular  liere  now  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  we 
began  our  struggle  for  indcix^ndencc. 

I  am,  sir,  with  verv  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  M.  M.isoN, 

London . 


Froteit  of  eapUio  and  or«w  of  the  BtssraAr  Blaoolin. 

Know  all  men  by  this  public  instniment  of  proteM,  thai  on  the 
1 0th  day  of  October,  in  the  your  of  our  ImhI  ISIi2,at  the  ollice  of  the 
British  consulate  at  Havana,  before  me.  John  Vincent  C'rawford, 
esquire,  her  Britannic  Maiesty's  acting  consul-general  in  Cuba,  per- 
sonally appeai-ed  Robert  Nelson  Smith,  the  master:  William  Scrim- 
geour,  the  mat«,  and  August  Lawrence,  seaman,  all  of  and  belonging 
to  the  British  steamship  Bfanchf,  of  417  tons,  George  Wigg,  of  Liver- 
pool, owner,  provisionally  registered  on  the  30th  (lay  of  July  last  at 
this  port,  and  being  severally  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Ahuiehtj*  God.  declared  that  they  Iwerel  on  board  oF  the  said  vessel, 
ahe  then  being  Light, stauncli,  and  strong,  well  fitted  and  provisioned, 
and  in  every  respect  complete  for  their  then  intended  voyage,  and 
being  laden  with  a  cargoeonsistingof-W-X  bales  cotton,  got  up  steam  and 
departed  from  Port  Lavaca,  Tex.,  on  the  29th  day  of  September  last, 
and  proceeded  on  their  voyage  toward  tliis  port  of  Havana,  there  not 
being  any  blockading  ship  at  the  time  otT  the  entrance  t<j  Matagorda 
Bay,  nor  had  there  been  any,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief, 
for  several  weeks  previousU*.  That  they  made  the  Island  of  (\iba  on 
Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  about  30  mifes  cast  of  Cape  Sail  Antonio, 
and  that  linding  themselves  rather  short  of  coals  they  crossed  inside 
the  Colorado  Keefs  at  Cayo  I^eviaza,  and  reached  I>a  Mulata  on  Sun- 
day morning,  the  5th,  about  10  o'clock^  where  they  remained  until 
the  next  morning.  That  having  obtained  some  fuel,  and  having 
engaged  a  coast  pdot,  they  got  underway  and  pro<;eeded  to  within  15 
nim^s  of  Bahiu  Honda,  anchorijig  for  the  night  inside  the  reefs.  That 
onTuesdaj-.  the  7th  instant,  they  again  weighi^d  anchor  and  continued 
their  vovage,  clearing  the  reefs  and  keeping  within  1  mile  from  the 
shore,  ^hat  they  observed  a  lar^e  Spamsh  screw  frigate  come  out  of 
Mariel  and  pix)ceed  in  the  direction  of  Havana,  and  that  when  they 
were  about  1»  miles  from  the  Morro  Cattle  they  dis<overed  a  steamer 
to  the  northeast,  apparently  leaving  Havana  and  steering  about 
northwest.    That-  about  1 :30  ]>.  m.  they  saw  the  Spanish  frigate  enter 
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past  the  MoiTo,  and  immodiatoly  afterwards  they  noticed  that  the 
strnngo  stt»anu'r  had  alU'rr(l  her  coui'si'  and  was  hearing  down  upon 
Ihcm.  That  when  within  i  or  .'j  miles  the  stranger  hoisted  the  United 
iStatPS  Hag  and  lired  a  giin,  npon  whieh  they  sliowed  the  British  ensign 
at.  the  peak.  The  Anieriean  vessel  shortly  afterwards  flrt'd  another 
gun  ana  steered  in  such  a  direction  thai  it  was  evident  tliat  she  wished 
to  intercept  the  lUanche.  That,  seeing  tiie  I'nited  Slates  vessel's  hos- 
tile intention,  in  s()ite  of  the  BlaTurhe'n  lu'ing  in  Spanish  wat^^nt,  the 
master  considered  it  prudent  to  run  into  Mnrianao  Creek,  and  did  so, 
Anchoring  ahout  .'100  yards  from  the  heaeh.  Tliat  the  Spanish  pilot 
then  went  on  sliore  and  returned,  accompanied  by  the  alcalde  de  mar 
and  his  son,  who  was  the  only  Spanish  ollicial  on  the  kikjI,  and  the  maj*- 
ter  liaving  claimed  his  prote<;tion  the  alcalde  de  mar  hoisted  the  Span- 
ish flag  at  the  peak  over  the  British  ensign  to  sliow  that  the  Blauche 
was  under  tlie  pi-oteeiion  oi  the  authorities  and  within  the  juris<liction 
of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain.  That  during  this  time  the  steamer 
bearing  tne  (init^  States  flag  had  arrived  ana  was  lying  abreast  of 
them,  and  obser\'ing  that  tw  o  boats  full  of  anued  men  were  lea\*ing 
her  and  coming  toward  the  BUmcfw,  Captain  Smith  deemed  it  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  ship  and  cargo  to  sli[>  the  cable  and  to 
run  in  under  fidl  steam,  the  ship  taking  the  ground  about  *iO  yards 
from  the  beach.  That  they  wfre  fully  warranted  in  their  apprchen- 
si(ms  of  the  hostih*  intenti<m  (if  the  nnite<l  Slates  vessel,  for  the  two 
arnn'd  boats  followed  them  and  took  possession  of  the  lihncHe,  the 
iMiarding  officer  demanding  the  ship's  papers,  which  were  handed  to 
him  by  the  master.  He  then  enquired  what  was  the  cargo.  The 
master  replied,  "Cotton."  The  ouicer  said.  "  Don't  yon  know  that 
cotton  is  contraband  of  war?"  t^o  which  the  master  answered  "No; 
not  that  I  am  aware  of,  on  board  of  a  British  ship,  and  in  a  neutral 
port."  The  master  asked  the  boarding  officer  what  vessel  he  belonged 
to  and  what  right  he  had  to  board  a  British  ship  within  neutral 
waters.  The  officer  rei)lied  that  he  belonged  to  tne  United  States 
Bteamer  Montgomery:  tnat  he  did  not  care  about  any  protection  from 
the  Spanish  authorities  or  flag  as  extended  to  the  ship;  that  he  had 
orders  to  take  her  wherever  he  could  lind  her,  and  that  he  would  do 
BO  and  send  the  crew  as  prisoners  on  board  the  Moniqomfryj.  That  ho 
would  not  discu.ss  as  to  nis  right  t-o  do  so,  but  would  leave  that  point 
to  Im?  settle*!  afterwards  by  the  two  Governments.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  master  remonstrated  and  protested  against  such  violence  and 
outrage,  stating  that  he  bad  placed  the  ship  under  the  prt>tection  of  the 
Spanish  authorities.  The  boarding  officer  said  that  no  had  orders  to 
take  the  ship  at  all  hazards,  and  he  tlien  told  the  master  to  consider 
his  ship  a  prixe  and  himself  and  crew  as  prisoners.  He  ordered  alt 
hands  on  deck,  setting  sentries  in  all  parts  of  the  ship,  and  threatening 
to  shoot  any  of  the  crew  who  attempted  to  stir,  several  pistol  shots 
being  actually  fired,  but  fortunately  without  hitting  anybody,  although 
one  ball  passed  through  the  panel  of  the  stateroom  door.  He  asked 
the  crew  if  they  did  not  wish  to  join  the  Ignited  .States  Navy,  to  which 
they  all  answered  in  the  negative.  He  then  ordered  an  engineer, 
whoni  he  had  bn>ught  with  bun.  to  take  chaise  of  the  engine  and  try 
and  back  the  shiji  off.  The  master's  protest  against  these  arbitrary 
proceedings  was  completely  di.sregarded.  and  the  Spani.sh  alcalde  de 
mar  having  also  protestiHl  in  Spanish  against  the  violation  of  territory 
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and  tliP  insult  to  his  country's  flag,  tho  hoai-ding  oiflcor  anstt'orod 
iiisiillin^lv  thai  \w  did  not  carv  for  any  Spanish  authority  nor  for  the 
Spanish  flat;,  and  then  peremptorily  ordered  the  alealde  to  leave  the 
ship.  That  tlie  Spanisn  official  not  complying  immediately,  he  waa 
forced  toward  the  ship's  side,  one  of  the  men  actually  striking  the 
alralde'sson  in  the  face,  and  both  father  and  son  were  indignantly  and 
violently  compelled  to  get  into  their  boat,  the  armed  men  pointing 
pistols  at  them  and  using  threats  toward  them.  That  a  few  minutes 
after  the.se  occurn-nres,  the  ship  not  showing  anv  signs  of  moving, 
smoke  was  seen  suddenly  to  issue  from  the  lower  deck  near  the  engine 
ro<ini,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  ship  was  discovei-ed  to  l>e  on  fire, 
the  tlames  spreatling  with  great  rapidity.  That  some  person  called 
out  that  there  was  gunpowder  on  ooartl,  upon  which  the  boarding 
oflicers  and  hoat-s'  crews  of  the  Vnited  States  vessel  inade  a  nish  for 
their  boats,  taking  with  them  the  Spanish  pilot  and  one  of  the  pa-ssen- 
gers,  and  threatenin":  to  shoot  any  of  the  Bhnwlw's  men  who  at- 
tempted to  g4't  int-o  tneir  boats.  That  the  ship  being  now  in  a  blaze, 
they  succeeacd  in  lowering  the  only  boat  whicn  thev  had  aft,  and  all 
the  crew  having  got  into  it  they  abandoned  the  Blanche  in  order  to 
preserve  their  lives,  and  reached  the  shore,  altliough  the  American 
boats  endeavored  to  intercept  them.  That  they  remained  on  the 
beach  watching  the  tt>tal  destniction  of  their  ship  and  cargo,  the 
Spanish  and  the  British  lings  being  luinied  together,  the  American 
boats  having  returned  to  the  steamer  in  the  oimig.  That  they  were 
kindly  taken  care  of  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  that  haWng 
arrived  here  they  now  pre.sent  Inemselves  at  tliis  office.  Wliereupon 
they,  the  said  appearers,  desired  to  protest,  and  by  these  presents  do 
most  solemnly  protest,  against  the  snip,  commander,  officers,  and  the 
crew  undej  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  who  drove  on  shore^  hoarded, 
and  set  ilre  to  the  British  steamer  Hhnckf  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
and  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  under 
whoso  Hag,  commission,  and  orders  the  said  ship,  officers,  and  crew 
are  sailing  and  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
rights  of  neutrals  in  the  waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral 
power,  and  far  distant  from  the  ports  and  places  which  are  proclaimed 
to  be  blockaded  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  tor  the  loss 
and  destniction  of  the  British  steamer  Blanche  and  her  cargo,  as  well 
fts  for  all  lo.sses  wluch  may  be  consequent  thereon,  for  these  appearers 
swear  that  all  such  is  owiiig  to  the  causes  aforesaid,  and  not  by  reH.s<jn 
of  any  defect  or  insufficiency  of  the  said  vessel  or  neglect  of  the  master 
and  crew. 

R.  N.  Smith, 

(■ajitain. 

Wm.  ScniMGKOim. 

August  x   Lawrence. 

uiark. 

Signe*!  and  declared  before  mc  this  10th  day  of  October,  18G2. 

John  V.  Orawi-x^rp, 
Acting  Cmisui-Otntral  in  Cuba. 
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letter  from  tht  Beereury  of  Suu  of  tli*  Confodortte  Statsi  to  Honorable  John  SlidvU, 
rofarring  to  meaiaret  for  ■eooring  indemnity  from  the  Bpiaiab  Oovernmont 

Department  of  State, 
Richnond,  Mareh  M,  ISSS. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  of  credence  authorizing  you 
to  act  tts  -snerittl  coniiiiisHioner  of  this  Government  at  the  Coui't  of 
Madrid.  'Ihis  letter  is  forwarded  to  you  in  consequence  of  the  sug- 
ge-stion  in  your  dispaU^h  No.  2fi. 

Prior  to  the  re<'eii>t  of  that  dispatch  tiie  President  had  determined 
on  sending  a  commissioner  to  Spain,  but  on  conference  with  several 
members  of  the  Senate  it  became  apparent  that  the  unjust  action  of 
European  powers  in  refusing  us  the  recognition  to  which  we  arc  so 
plainly  entitled  had  produced  its  natural  eflect,  and  that  there  was  a 
marked  aversion  to  any  further  attempt  at  cominuiiicatiou  with 
them.  Indeed,  a  very  serious  utteni[tt  was  niHde  to  pass  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  .sense  of  the  Senate  that  our  commissioners  should 
be  withdrawn  from  all  the  European  courts,  but  this  was  suhsc<iucntly 
so  far  modilied  as  t-o  make  an  exception  in  regard  to  the  French  mis- 
sion. The  irritation  against  Great  Britain  Ls  fast  increasing,  and  we 
had  some  trouble  in  satisfying  different  Senators  that  the  true  inter- 
est-K  t)f  our  C4>imtry  would  suffer  from  the  course  they  seemed  incrlined 
to  adopt.  It  wus  specially  in  rt^lation  to  tlie  danger  of  having  our 
supplies  cut  oil  and  our  inuulads  stop[)e<i  tluit  we  were  most  anxious. 
Tlie  proposal  for  witiulrawal  of  our  coininissitjiicrs  hiis  therefore  been 
abandoned,  but  in  deference  to  the  prevalent  sentiment  it  is  deemed 
injudicious  to  increase  their  number,  and  the  President  thei'efore 
avails  himself  of  your  proposid  t.o  pr(K*eed  to  Madrid,  inasmuch  as 
there  Ls  a  i}ecuniary  matter  there  pending  which  requireis  attenliun 
immediately. 

It  is  not  deenu»d  necessarj''  to  give  vou  any  special  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  general  subject  of  opening  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
Spain  and  of  inducing,  if  possible,  her  Catholic  ^lajesty  to  assume 
the  initiative  in  forming  with  ud  relations  which  can  not  but  redound 
to  the  honor  and  interest  of  Spain  as  well  as  to  our  own  ndvuntage. 
Nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  expedieucj*  of  your  endeavoring 
to  impress  on  the  rninds  of  the  SpanLsh  C'ahinet  the  va.st  difference 
between  the  relations  that  will  coimeel  tmr  Confederacy  with  Sj)ain 
and  those  that  have  beret^ifore  existed  between  the  Unit^ed  States 
and  the  Snanish  Government.  The  general  views  of  the  President 
on  this  suDJect  are  fully  developed  in  the  instructions  which,  hv  liis 
direction,  were  addressed  by  niy  predecessor,  the  Honorable  R.  il.  T. 
Hunter,  to  the  conimissionei-s  formerly  empowered  to  treat  with  tliut 
court  for  the  opening  of  amicable  relations.  A  copy  of  that  dispaU^'h, 
under  date  of  24lh  August,  ISfil,  is  herewith  forwarde4l  to  you.  On 
all  otlier  points  your  correspondence  with  this  Department  will  have 
placed  you  so  fully  in  possession  of  the  pohcj*  of  the  Administration 
in  its  conduct  of  the  Government,  both  at  home  and  abitiad,  as  to 
render  useless  any  further  explanations 

There  is  one  ratner  unpleasant  business  matter  in  wliich  early  action 
seems  neces.sar>'  and  to  which  I  invito  your  attention. 

The  Conftnierale  Government  waa  the  owner  of  a  certain  steamer 
fitted  up  as  a  war  vessel  (although  (*riginalJy  a  nieiTliantman),  named 
the  Genrrat  [Uuik,  and  this  ve.s.sel,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Galves- 
ton, was  placed  by  General  Hebert,  who  commanded  the  Department 
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of  Texas,  under  the  control  of  Major  T.  S.  Moiso.  liis  ussisUn  t  quarter- 
inasLer.  Major  Moise  lias  rwontly  been  triecl  before  a  coiirt-niartial, 
convict-ed,  and  dismissed  from  the  ser\'i<T,  and  frtim  tlie  evidence  on 
his  trial  the  President  ha.s  become  satisfied  that  he  entered  into  a 
fraiidiitpnt  combination  with  Robert  Mott.  J.  L.  Macauley  and  hia 
brother  - — —  Macauley,  and  Nelson  Clements:  that  under  color 
of  procuring  supplies  for  the  Government  ho  transferred  (utterly 
witiiout  autuorily)  the  sl^^anier  Gemral  Rnsk- 1<»  Ids  asstK-iHl^'s  witliotit 
the  payment  of  any  price  or  consideration  to  the  (Jovernmenl;  that 
he  autliorized  them  to  put  her  under  the  British  flag  by  collusive 
transfer  to  some  British  subject,  and  to  employ  lier  in  commerce 
between  the  Confederacy  and  the  Port  of  Havana  for  the  joint  benefit 
of  himself  and  his  assiK-iutes,  without  atipulatinf;  for  any  freight  or 
charter  money  in  favor  of  the  Government,  and  without  even  taking 
any  other  security  for  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  the  Goveniment  tlian 
a  bond,  signed  by  his  associates  themselves,  for  the  sum  of  $50,000, 
wliich  wrt.s  iibout  one-third  of  (he  value  of  the  vessel. 

It  seems  that  in  the  execution  of  their  plan  the  parties  took  the 
Rusk  to  Havana  and  had  lier,  by  some  means  unknown  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, placed  under  British  flag  and  provided  with  British  papers 
and  had  iter  name  changed  txt  the  BUinche.  After  one  successful 
round  voyage,  in  wliicli  the  [iarti*'s  made  large  pntfits  (both  on  their 
outWHrd  cargt)  of  cotton  and  on  supplies  which  they  sohl  to  the  Gov- 
ernment at  a  heavy  advan<-e  on  tlie  return  of  the  vessel  to  Texas), 
the  lilattche  was  on  her  way  to  Havana  with  a  second  cargo  of  cotton 
when  Iwth  vessel  and  cargo  were  destroyed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba 
within  the  iieulral  jurisdirtion  of  Sfiain  by  the  Federal  steamer  Mout- 
gomenj,  uniler  circumstances  of  such  outrage  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  fon^ed,  as  we  understand,  t^)  make  reparation  to  Spain 
by  the  pii^Tnent  of  $200,(J0O  for  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

It  is  als4i  miderstood  that  one  of  the  parties  to  the  fraudulent  con- 
spii-acv  against  our  Goveniment  has  gone  to  Europe  for  the  purpose 
of  claiming,  as  owner,  the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  accorded 
by  the  (iovernmenL  ojf  the  United  States  to  that  of  Spain. 

On  the  above  statement  of  facts  it  is  of  C4>urse  unnecessary  to  offer 
any  argument  in  support  of  the  position  that  tlie  (rencral  liujik,  or 
Blatichf,  never  ceased  to  be  the  property  of  this  Government,  and  that 
her  transfer  by  an  unfaithful  olhccr  of  this  Goveniment.  without 
authority  an<l  to  fraudulent  associates,  and  their  collusive  transfer 
to  some  British  subject  for  tlie  purpose  of  deceiving  one  of  the  bellig- 
erents in  this  war.  are  equally  null  and  void.  It  is,  in  like  manner, 
evident  that  tJif  parties  to  this  fraud  who  were  owners  of  the  cargo 
on  the  Rhiitrfir  are  ri'Sjionsible  t-o  this  Government  for  at  least  an 
adequate  compensation  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  vessel  on  her  pre- 
vious voyage,  and  the  amount  thus  due  by  them  to  the  Government 
exceeds  the  value  of  the  cargo  destroyed. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  this  Government  being  the 
owner  of  the  vessel,  and  having  just  demands  against  the  owners  of 
the  cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  the  Confederacy,  there  can  be  no  quea- 
tion  of  the  right  of  the  Government  to  receive  for  proper  application 
the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  which  Spain  has  exactCAl  from  the 
United  States  for  account  of  the  owners  of  vessel  and  cargo.  It  is 
therefore  desired  by  the  President  that  you  take  the  proper  measures 
for  securing  the  payment  of  the  whole  sum  to  this  Government. 
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It  does  not  escape  our  observation  tliat  you  mftv  bo  embarrassed 
in  action  on  this  subject  froui  tlie  fact  that,  as  onr  independ- 
enee  lias  not  yet  been  rofo^nizod  by  Spain,  tlie  Government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty  iniiy  feel  aviM-nt^  to  niakinj;  immediate  payment  of 
this  amount  from  apprehension  of  unfriendly  discussions  with  the 
Inited  Stati'S,  if  our  denumd  \te  admitted.  Such  apprehension  could 
not  properly  be  enteilained,  for,  as  this  Government  has  been  recog- 
nized as  a  liellii^eivnt  and  Spain  has  proclaimed  her  neutrality 
between  the  two  belligerents,  the  law  of  nations  justifies  her  in  exact- 
ing from  the  t'nited  States  reparation  for  breach  of  neutrality  and 
justifies  us  as  a  belligerent  in  requiring  that  due  effect  shall  be  given 
to  the  neutrality  of  Spain  for  the  pntt^ction  of  our  interests  whilst 
within  her  territorial  pirisdiction.  But  we  care  not  U)  urge  in  the 
present  posture  of  ail'airs  our  rights  to  their  full  extent,  pro^nded  the 
mlerest-s  and  honor  of  our  cxiuntry  are  maintained  unininaired.  If, 
therefore,  you  fmd  that  the  Spanish  Government,  althoucn  willing  to 
make  us  full  reparation,  should  insist  with  any  degree  of  pertinacity 
on  dolerring  the  final  adjustment  of  the  claim  till  the  restoration  of 
peace,  it  is  not  deemed  |«)liti<'  to  press  our  claim  any  further  than  to 
require  an  explicit  assurance  that  the  money  shall  not  be  paid  Ut  any 
other  parly  tnan  this  (iovemment  without  its  consent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  iV  Benjamin-, 
Secretary  oj  State. 

Hon.  John  Sijdem,, 

Paris. 


Letter  rrom  the  Secretary  of  Stale  or  the  CoDfederate  State*  to  Oharlee  J.  Helm,  eii|., 
regarding  the  claim  of  the  Oonfederate  Oorernment  to  Indonuilty. 

Oki'aktmknt  ok  State, 
Richmond,  April  to,  1863. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  t4>  a  matter  which  has  oome  to 
the  knowledge  of  this  Goverrunent  and  in  relation  to  which  some 
action  on  your  part  may  become  necessary.     The  facts  are  as  follows: 

The  Confederate  Government  was  the  owner  of  a  certain  steamer 
fitted  up  OS  a  war  vessel  (although  originally  a  merchuntinanl,  name<l 
the  Geiural  fiu^k;  and  this  vessel,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Galves- 
ton, was  placed  by  General  Hebert,  who  commanded  the  Department 
ol  Texas,  under  tlie  control  of  Major  T.  S.  Moise,  his  assistant  quarter- 
master. Major  Moise  has  recenllv  been  tried  l)efore  a  court-martial, 
c*>i»victed,  anr!  dismissed  from  tne  service,  and  from  the  evidence 
taken  on  his  trial  the  President  has  become  .satisfied  that  he  entered 
into  a  fi'audulent  combination  with  Uobert  Mott,  J.  L.  Macauley, 

and  his  bmther, Macauley,  and  Nelsun  ClemenLs;  tlmt  under 

color  of  procuring  sttpplies  for  the  tJovernment  he  transferred  (ul  terly 
without  authority)  the  steamer  General  Husk  to  bis  associates  with- 
out the  payment  of  any  price  or  consideration  to  the  Government; 
that  he  authorized  them  to  put  her  under  British  flag  by  collusive 
transfer  t^  s<Hne  British  subject,  and  to  employ  her  in  commerce 
between  the  Confederacy  and  the  port  of  Havana  for  the  joint  benefit 
of  himself  and  his  associates,  witnout  stipulating  for  any  freight  or 
charter  money  in  favor  of  the  Government  and  without  oven  taking 
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any  other  swuritv  for  the  return  of  the  vessel  to  the  Government 
than  a  bond  signed  by  his  associates  themselves  for  the  sum  of  $50,000, 
which  was  about  ont^^thii-d  of  the  value  of  the  vessel. 

It  seems  that  in  the  execution  of  their  plan  the  parlies  took  the 
HumI-  to  Havana,  and  had  her,  by  some  means  unknown  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, placed  under  British  (laj»  and  provided  with  British 
ftnpei"s,  and  had  her  name  chanj^ed  to  the  Hlanrhr.  After  one  suc- 
cessful round  vovaj^e,  in  whii-h  the  parties  made  lar^e  profits  (both 
on  their  outward  cargo  of  cotton  and  on  su]>plies  which  they  sold  to 
the  Government  at  a  heavy  advance  on  the  return  of  the  vessel  to 
Texas),  the  lihnrhe  was  on  her  way  to  Havana  with  a  second  cargo 
of  cotton  when  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  destroyed  on  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  within  the  iiculral  junsdiction  of  Spain,  by  the  Federal  steamer 
MonUjomenj,  un<ler  circunistances  of  such  outrage  tliat  the  Federal 
Government  was  forced,  as  w<'  understand,  to  make  reparation  to 
Spain  by  the  payment  of  S200,000  for  the  value  oi  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

It  is  also  understood  that  one  of  the  parties  tct  the  fraudulent  con- 
spiracy against  our  Government  has  gone  to  Kurope  for  the  purpose 
of  claiming,  as  owner,  the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  accorded 
by  the  Govermnent  of  the  t.'nited  States  t«  that  of  Spain. 

On  the  above  statement  of  lacts  it  is  of  course  uime<essary  to  offer 
any  ni"gument  in  support  of  the  position  that  the  Genernl  Rtisl-,  or 
Bfanrhe,  never  ceast'd  to  be  the  properly  of  this  Government,  and 
that  lier  transfer  bv  an  imfaithful  officer  of  this  Government,  w  ithout 
authority  and  to  Fraudulent  a-ssociates,  and  their  collusive  transfer 
to  some  iJritish  subject  for  the  pur|>()se  of  deceiving  one  of  the  bell^;- 
erentK  in  this  war,  are  ef|uallv  null  and  vuitl.  It  is  in  like  manner 
evident  that  the  parties  to  this  fraud,  who  were  owners  of  the  cargo 
on  the  Blanche,  are  responsible  to  this  Government  for  at  least  an 
adequate  compensation  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  vessel  on  her  pre- 
vious voyage,  and  the  amount  thtis  due  by  them  to  the  Government 
«xce<da  the  value  of  the  cargo  destroyed. 

Under  all  llie  circunistances  of  iHe  case,  this  Government  being 
the  owner  of  the  vessel  and  having  just  demands  against  the  owners 
of  the  cargo,  who  are  citizens  of  the  ConftMleracy,  thert^  can  be  no 
question  of  the  right  of  the  Government  t«)  receive  for  jiroper  appli 
cation  the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  which  Spain  has  exacle<] 
from  the  United  States  for  account  of  theovmers  of  vessel  and  car^. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  President  has  sent  s[>ecial 
instructions  to  make  claim  on  the  Spanish  Government  for  the  pay- 
ment to  this  Government  of  the  whole  amount  of  this  indenmity. 

It  has,  however,  occurred  to  us  as  possible  that  the  matter  may 
have  been  referred  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  the  col<uiial  author- 
ities in  Cuba  for  settlement,  inasmuch  as  thr  cluim  was  based  on  the 
violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Cuban  waters.  I  have  therefore  to 
request  that  you  take  prudent  measures  to  a,scertain  if  such  be  the 
fact,  and  if  you  find  that  the  sum  allowed  for  indemnity  is  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  rightful  clatnianlfi  by  the  Cuban  authorities  you  will 
then  ctaini  the  whole  sum  in  the  name  of  this  Government.  If  any 
endiarrassment  should  arise  in  such  contingency  from  the  fact  that 
we  have  not  yet  been  recognized  by  Spain,  and  if  you  find  the  Cuban 
autburities  averse  to  making  settlement  with  you  from  apprehen- 
sion of  unfriendly  discussions  with  the  United  States,  you  may  con- 
fine yourself  to  insisting  for  the  present  on  an  explicit  assurance  that 
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the  money  shall  not  be  paid  to  any  other  party  than  this  Government 
without  its  consent. 

In  conclusion,  I  repeat  that  no  action  is  expected  on  your  part 
unless  you  shall  become  satisfied  that  the  parent  Government  has 
referrea  the  matter  to  the  Cuban  authorities  for  settlement. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Charles  J.  Helm,  Esq., 

Havana. 


Letter  from  Charlai  J.  Holm,  eaq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  StatM 
referring  to  the  itetni  of  the  oaie  in  the  mattor  of  indemnity  claimed  by  the  SpaniBh 
OoTomment. 

Havana,  June  3,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  10th  ultimo 
of  your  dispatch  dated  April  15,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  OenercU 
Rusk. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  fraudulent  transfer  of  the 
General  Hu^k  to  John  L.  Macauley  and  others  had  reached  me  through 
private  sources  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  and  knowing 
the  Government  was  interested  in  the  claim  preferred  by  Spain 
against  the  Federal  Government  for  the  destruction  of  this  vessel  in 
one  of  her  ports,  have  watched  the  progress  of  the  negotiations 
between  Spam  and  the  United  States  on  the  subject  with  interest, 
and  am  enabled  to  inform  you  that  the  Spanish  minister  at  Wash- 
ington was  instructed  by  his  Government  to  demand  an  apology  for 
the  outrage  and  payment  to  the  owners  of  the  General  fluDi*,  or 
Blanche,  of  the  value  of  the  steamer  and  cargo.  The  demand  was 
made,  the  Federal  Government  disavowed  the  act  of  the  commander 
of  the  Montgomery,  and  !)r<)mis('<l  payment,  and  here  the  matter  rests, 
as  I  am  inf(>rme<l,  for  the  nresont.  Should  the  money  be  paid,  ana 
the  sultject  be  referred  back  to  this  colonial  government,  I  anticipate 
no  diliicultv  in  arresting  payment  at  least  until  after  the  recognition 
ot  the  ConfVdcrHtc  States.  The  Department  may  l)e  assured  I  shall 
act  niudently  in  the  ])remises. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  l)e,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  Sfatr,  Richmond. 


Instructions  from  the  Semtartf  of  the  Naty  to  JAeutcnant'Conimander 
Haxtun,  V .  S.  A'«ri/,  commnnd'tny  U .  S.  S.  Connecticut,  ngarding 
the  distribution  of  supplies. 

Navy  Department,  October  .9,  1862. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  next,  the  11th  instant,  proceed  with  the  V.  S.  S. 
Connecticut  on  another  trip  to  the  Gulf  Blockading  S<juadrons. 

The  Connecticut  will  touch  at  Port  Royal  going  and  returning  and 
at  Hampton  Roads  returning.  From  the  latter  place  forward  vour 
mails  to  the  Department  via  Baltimore  and  continue  to  New  YorI(. 

In  addition  to  the  Gulf  Squadrons  the  Connecticut  will  also  supply 
auch  of  the  vessels  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes'  squadron  as  may  be 
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fallen  in  with.  With  this  view  your  course  will  be  through  the  North 
East  Providence  Channel  and  out  of  the  North  West  Providence 
Channel,  and  you  will  return  through  these  channels. 

Unless  the  yellow  fever  has  entirely  disappeared  from  Key  West 
you  will  not  go  into  that  port,  but  near  enough  only  to  signal  a  boat, 
mto  which  mails  and  passengers  will  be  placed,  and  no  person  from 
the  shore  will  be  allowed  on  board  the  Connecticut. 

Avoid  communicating  with  the  shore  and  shipping  at  different 
points  on  the  coast  until  it  is  ascertained  that  they  are  free  from  yel- 
low fever.  No  documents,  letters,  or  articles  are  to  be  received  on 
board  the  Connecticut  from  ships  or  places  infected  with  the  yellow 
fever  as  an  epidemic,  without  fumigation.  These  restrictions  are 
not  to  prevent  the  delivery  of  stores,  medicines,  etc.,  to  an  infected 
vessel  by  means  of  healthy  boats. 

Be  careful  to  communicate  with  all  of  the  blockading  vessels  at 
Barataria  and  points  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Pensacola  is  now  the  depot  of  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Milton  Haxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  New  York. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Wood- 
work, U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackeonj  for  the 
sounding  of  Petit  Bois  Island  Pass, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  take  your  station  in  the  vessel  imder  your  command 
to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  pass  between  Dauphin  Island 
and  Petit  Bois,  in  order  to  render  the  olockade  more  effectual,  and 
from  whence  you  may  the  better  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
and  keep  vessels  from  entering  the  sound  or  Mobile  Bay  from  that 
direction.  And  you  will  please  have  the  pass  between  Dauphin 
Island  and  Petit  Bois  (known  as  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass)  carefully 
sounded  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  the  water  there  and  the  course  of 
the  channel. 

You  will  please  report  to  the  commanding  officer  off  Mobile  bar  any 
appearance  of  an  active  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates 
ana  all  other  interesting  events. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  the  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Selim  [E.]  Woodworth, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  J.  P.  Jackson,  Mississippi  Sound. 
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Report  of  Acting  lA^uienavt  Woodv^ortk,  U.  S.  Natnf,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  J.  /*.  Jackson,  ffiving  tfie  circumMance^  attending  a  fire  on  that 
vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Jackson, 
Ship  Island,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir:  T  have  to  report  the  taking  firo  of  this  vosscl  yesterday  morn- 
ing at  6:30  a.  m.,  undpr  thp  foltuwinf^  oircumstancps: 

At  ."j  a.  m.  got  underway  from  the  anchorage  opposite  the  [Horn 
Island]  Pass,  between  Petit  Bois  and  Horn  islands,  and  was  standing 
np  the  sound  to  Grant's  Pass,  blowing  fresh  from  the  E.  ti.  E.  and  a 
lieavy  swell  setting  into  tlio  [Mississippi]  Sound. 

At  5:30  the  ship  was  reported  on  nre  in  the  lire  room.  The  fire  was 
first  discovered  in  front  oT  the  boilers,  corning  uj)  the  boiler  tMbo,  and 
between  the  iire-room  floor  and  the  boiler. 

The  watch  on  deck  had  just  coupled  the  hose  on  the  donkey  pump 
for  the  purpose  of  washing  decks,  and  it  took  but  a  few  momenta  to 
get  the  water  started  tluuugh  the  hose. 

It  was  for  some  time  difllcult  to  discover  exactly  where  the  fire  was 
locate<l.  One  of  the  first-class  firemen,  William  Wells,  galluutly  took 
the  hose  and  crawled  in  from  the  blowroom,  under  the  boiler,  and 
at  imminent  risk  of  suffocation  succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  fire 
and  saving  the  vessel. 

1  also  take  pleasure  In  speaking  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of 
Jame^s  Sullivan  and  Thomas  Harding,  formerly  firwt-class  firemen, 
now  acting  as  third  assistant  engineers,  whose  example  did  much  to 
prevent  confusion  and  panic. 

Aa  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given  put  the  vessel  before  the  wind  in  the 
direction  of  Sliip  Island  and  made  every  preparation  to  drown  the 
magazines  and  beach  the  steamer  on  Petit  Bois  or  Horn  islands. 

Deeming  it  imprudent  to  proceed  up  the  sound  to  the  eastward 
until  an  examination  coidd  be  made  or  the  cause  of  the  fire,  and  to 
guard  against  a  recurrence  of  the  accident,  started  for  Ship  Island 
with  low  lires  and  came  to  anchor  at  10  a.  m. 

I  inmiediately  called  a  survey,  consisting  of  the  engineer  of  the 
Pinoh  and  master  nmchinist  of  the  Government  machine  shop  on  the 
island.     A  copy  of  their  report  is  enclosed. 

Upon  examination,  after  taking  up  a  portion  of  the  fire  room  floor, 
discovered  that  a  hole  had  corroded  through  the  side  of  the  blower 
blast  tube,  close  to  the  boiler,  tlirough  which  some  fire  had  rolled  from 
the  ash  pan  under  the  fire-room  floor,  setting  lire  (o  the  woodwork 
supporting  the  floor  and  the  boiler  beds. 

Tliere  being  no  sheet-iron  workers  here,  they  having  left  for  Ponsa- 
cola,  I  am  at  work  with  my  engineer  departuumt  making  the  necessary 
repairs,  which  as  soon  as  completed,  I  will  return  again  to  the  eaat  end 
of  the  sound. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Sexih  E.  Woodworth, 
Lieutenant,  Commajiding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Fakraout, 

Commanding  Out]  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Rrar-Admiral  Farra^ut;  U.  S.  ATary,  regartiing  geyie.ml  maUers 
pertaining  to  his  commajid,  traiisinitting  report  of  Commander  French, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  prevalence  of  yeUow  fever. 

No.  215-1  Fi-AOSHTP  Hartford, 

Pemacota  Ray,  October  .9,  ISffS. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  return  to  this  port  of  the  hark  W.  G.  Ander- 
son and  Rleanier  Aihatrofiyi  from  the  coast  of  Texas.  Tlie  Anderson's 
crew  are  hadly  alllictcd  with  the  scurvy,  and  most  of  their  times  ha-ve 
expired;  but  as  the  commander.  Acting  Master  N.  D'Oyley.  appears 
to  oe  a  man  of  energy,  I  will  send  the  men  home  and  aupply  him  from 
the  Potomac;  as  soon  as  the  snnpl y  ve^wel  arrives  or,  rather,  is  ready  to 
return  north.  The  Albatross  has  the  yellow  fever  on  Ijoard.  and  Com- 
mander French  represents  it  as  prevaihnj?  very  generally  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Kio  Grande.  His  report  is  herewith  forwarded^.  He  is  Quar- 
antined and  not  allowed  to  coiumunicat^?  with  the  rest  of  the  squnoron. 
Up  to  the  present  moment  the  fever  has  imi  increased.  I  know  it  is 
hard  to  add  to  u  man's  n)isf<tr(une,  hut  it  is  inv  duly  to  tell  an  ofTicer 
when  he  does  wrong,  and  therefore  1  Iiave  to^d  Commander  French 
that  he  should  have  reported  to  me  the  condition  of  his  ship  and  left 
it  for  me  to  relieve  him;  but  I  thiiik  he  acted  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment. 

I  have  no  suitable  vessol  to  send  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  at 
present,  but  as  .soon  as  I  have  one  I  will  send  it  there.  There  nre  no 
foreign  vessels  at  tlial  place  at  present. 

I  have  the  coast  of  Texas  hned  with  vessels,  all  trjing  to  do  some- 
tMnj;.  If  I  had  a  militarv  force  I  would  go  down  and  take  every 
place  from  the  Mississippi  I^iver  to  the  Kio  Grande. 

The  De  Soto,  Caj>tHin  W.  M.  Walker,  to  wliom  I  sent  (inlerw  two 
months  since,  has  just  arrived  at  New  Orleans  for  repairs.  Why  he 
did  not  receive  hLs  orders  before  I  have  not  vet  ascertained,  but  I  pre- 
sume the  supply  vessels  did  not  see  him  on  tlieir  down  t  ri  ps.  1  do  not 
send  the  De  Soto  home,  because  she  can  be  repaired,  1  think,  out  here; 
and  I  will  .soon  be  without  a  force  adeouate  to  our  duty. 

The  Sitsq^fhaniia  is  now  comj)letery  broken  down;  her  starl>oard 
cvlinder  Is  split  S  feet  from  bottom  to  top,  in  addition  to  othT'r  breaks; 
if  she  had  only  a  less  draft  I  would,  when  the  Department  tliinks 
proper,  take  her  into  Mobile;  but  with  such  a  heavy  draft  as  20  feet 
(which  is  as  light  as  [  can  make  her  for  prtictical  operations),  she 
would  be  very  liabh^  to  j?ct  usin>re.  and  with  but  one  en^iine  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  get  her  oft  or  nmnupe  her.  s*)  tluit  T  fear  that 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  send  her  home;  but  I  must  do  her  commander 
and  oflicera  the  justice  to  say  that  thev  evince  no  anxiety  of  the  kind, 
but  on  the  contrary'  all  appear  to  be  anxioas  to  do  ever3'thinf;  in  their 
power  to  keep  the  ship  out,  in  order  to  take  their  share  in  the  next 
fight. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.   F.ARRAOCT, 

Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Rlockading  Sq^uadron. 

Hon.  GiDEox  Wellks. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waehington,  D.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  Albatbosr, 
PcmQCola,  October  4,  1862. 

Sib:  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication  adtlressed  to  me  by  the 
surgeon  of  this  vessel  will  at  once  explain  to  you  the  cause  of  my  "pres- 
ence at  this  place,  and  as  I  had  so  short  a  time  previously  reported  to 
you  the  j;eiieral  good  health  of  the  vessel,  it  will  doubtless  be  to  you  a 
matter  of  great  surprise  to  learn  of  our  having  the  fever  on  board.  As 
it  did  not  show  itvself  until  nearly  three  weeks  after  our  arrival  at  the 
Rio  Grande,  it  is  very  certain  it  could  not  have  been  brought  on  board 
at  Key  West,  but  we  have  undoubtedly  contracted  it  from  our  board- 
ing and  examining  the  vessels  at  the  ftio  Grande,  every  one  of  which 
hati  more  or  Icsm  on  hoard.  On  the  instant  of  its  appearance  on  board 
I  got  underway,  steaming  slowly  several  days  up  and  down  the  coast, 
fr4>m  the  Braxo-s  to  the  Kio  Grande,  but  without  its  seeming  to  pro- 
duce any  favorable  effect,  wlien.  upon  the  fatal  termination  of  another 
case,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  services  of  the  vessel 
there  were  really  of  no  consequence  in  comparison  with  the  hves  of  the 
crew,  to  comply  with  the  urjjent  solicitations  of  the  surgeon. 

During  the  time  we  were  steaming  up  and  down  tlie  coast  we  wit- 
nessed, on  two  successive  <lays,  a  very  reinarkahlo  phenomenon — the 
entire  surface  of  the  ocean,  as  tar  as  the  eye  could  sec,  covered  with 
aden.se  mass  of  dead  fish  of  various  kinds  and. 'iizes,  from  the  small  pan- 
fish  to  those  of  40  or  50  pounds,  through  which  we  were  upward  of  an 
hour  in  passing,  going  at  full  steam,  in  consequence  of  the  extremely 
offen.sive  |)erfinne  atteiuling  them. 

Trusting  the  course  I  have  pursued  will  meet  your  approbation, 
I  am,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  French. 
Commander,  U,  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FAiuuain-, 

Commanding  Wfstfrn  Gnlj  Squadron. 

P.  S. — The  health  officer  has  directed  me  to  anchor  outside  to  the 
southward  of  the  light-house  for  the  present. 

[Subeadontre-l 

U.  S.  S.  ALBATROsa, 

Off  ihf.  MmOi  oj  the  Bw  Grande,  September  30,  lS6i. 
Sib:  In  consequence  of  there  liaving  occurred  among  us  two  speed- 
ily fatal  cases  of  yellow  fever,  while  three  otliers  are  suffering  from  the 
disease  and  many  of  the  ship's  company  give  unmistakable  evidence 
of  malarial  poisoning  in  peater  or  less  degree,  it  has  become  my  duty 
to  report  that ,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  iridisjiensable  to  the  health  and  .safety 
of  tl^  crew  that  this  vessel  should  go  immediately  to  some  point  where 
there  are  greater  facilities  for  the  care  of  the  sicic  and  where  the  vessel 
may  be  thoroughly  disinfected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  J.  BuitoB, 
Acting  AssistajU  Surgeon, 
Henry  French,  Esq., 

Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rcar-Admiral  Farrti^ii,  XJ.  S.  Navij,  tranftmiUing  eorreft'pond- 
etice  regarding  the  illegal  trade  from  Mniamoras,  Mexico. 

No.  214.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  9,  1SS2. 
Sib:  I  herewith  forward  a  correspondence  between  Commander 
French  and  the  V.  S.  consul  at  Matainorait,  which  tends  to  show  the 
necessity  of  our  taking  Fort  Brown  at  the  earliest  monient  we  have 
troops  to  hold  it.  I  do  not  wisl^  U)  do  so  just  now,  as  the  yellow  fever 
is  prevailing  there,  hut  I  will  look  t-o  it  so  soon  as  the  sickly  sea-son 
posses  and  the  f^eneral  can  spare  me  a  few  troops  to  hold  it.  Then,  if 
the  Department  could  let  me  have  two  or  three  vessels  of  light  draft, 
less  than  7  feet,  I  would  keep  the  Rio  Grande  clear  and  break  up  the 
trade  with  Texas  from  that  nver  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Mississippi  River. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  Farraout, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  GuiJ  Bix}ckading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[EDclo«urM,] 

IT.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  September  tS,  ISGS. 

Sir:  The  very  opportune  airival  of  the  Vincennes  enables  me  to 
put  you  in  possession  of  information  wluch  either  is  of  great  irapor- 
tanre  as  to  the  operations  of  our  bhwkading  force  here,  or  would  seem 
to  indii^ate  that  it  is  not  a  position  in  u'liich  much  service  can  bo 
rendered. 

I  forward  you  copies  of  communications  I  have  addressed  the  con- 
sul, and  of  his  replies,  as  also  an  official  note  to  Scilor  Don  Juan  A. 
Zanibranu,  director  of  the  custom-house,  etc. 

On  Sunday  lust  I  sent  my  clerk  U)  Mniamoras  for  the  jiurposc  of 
coinmunicat.mg  with  the  consul;  he  returned  yeslenhiv,  bringing  me 
a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose  you,  (fated  the  16th. 

I  was  in  hopes  the  Vine^nnex  would  have  brought  me  fuller  instnic- 
tiuns  than  those  under  which  I  am  now  acting.  1  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  trade  with  Matamoraa  is  most,  if  not  all,  illegal,  but  I  know 
not  how  it  can  be  interfered  with  1)V  uic,  as  the  papers  of  all  the  ves- 
aela  are  so  well  authenticated.  Thus  far  all  the  arrivals  since  T 
anchored  here,  with  one  exception,  have  been  from  Havana,  in  bal- 
last. A  very  careful  search  ot  them  has  not  discovered  anything  out 
of  the  way.  They  all  come  for  cotton,  and  there  are  hundreds  of 
bales  brought  out  of  the  river  every  day  in  a  Mexican  steamer  and  in 
small  Mexican  lighters;  there  are  also  pile<l  up  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  river  a  very  large  number  of  hales,  distinctly  visible  from  our  deck. 
Tliis  1  honestly  believe  is  rt^bel  propertj',  anii  my  inclination  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  it  is  very  great. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  letter  of  the  consul  of  day  before  yester- 
day he  expresses  precisely  the  same  opinion  as  mvself,  and  suggests 
the  only  way  to  prevent  it  will  be  to  occupy  Fort  Brown  with  a  small 
force.  If  there  was  sunicicut  water  on  the  har  I  would  not  hesitate 
to  eo  up  there,  thon»  being  only  about  20  soldiers  in  the  fort,  no  guns, 
and  no  other  troops  near  them. 

There  are  enough  Union  refugees,  or  rather  Union  Americans,  who 
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have  escaped  from  Brownsville  and  other  places  in  Texas,  now  in 
MatHnioras,  whose  property  has  been  taken  from  litem,  and  they 
imvc  hurely  esciijH'd  witli  u  wliole  skin,  who  are  siwiliiig  for  a  figlit 
with  the  rebels  and  are  anxiously  hoping  for  an  opportunity  to 
avenge  their  wrongs.  They  would  gladly  oi^anize  and  go  over  to 
Brownsville  and  take  fwsHe^ion  and  hold  it.  Supplies  for  them 
could  easily  be  prooure<l,  either  by  our  own  vessels  or  from  Matamoras, 
and  by  thus  occupying  it  the  most  effectual  preventive  would  be 
aj>])lipd  to  the  outrageous  exportation  of  cotton  now  going  on  at  this 
nver.     Can  not  it  be  done? 

The  Mexican  steamer  which  brings  the  cotton  out  of  the  river 
coidd,  I  doubt  not,  be  easilv  (^bartered  or  bought,  a  couple  of  guns 
motmted  on  her.  and  she  coufd  sweep  every  rebel  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  and  afford  the  most  complete  protection  to  the  force  in  Browns- 
ville. Could  not  General  Butler  spare  a  single  company  for  such 
highlj''  important  service?  I  don't  tnink  there  would  be  tlie  slightest 
danger  in  the  matter.  Another  large  article  of  export  here  is  specie. 
Nearly  all  the  vessels  clearing  from  here  have  on  ooard  more  or  leas 
of  it,  mostly  consigned  to  the  Bank  of  England.  A  Pnissian  bark, 
the  Adeline,  which  left  here  da}'  before  ycsUTday,  had  $197,000,  with 
cotton  invoiced  at  $98,0.31.05. 

This  specie  business  is,  1  doubt  not,  all  right,  as  the  "conductas" 
from  the  interior  bringing  the  article  to  the  seacoast  can  not  export  it 
either  from  Vera  Cruz  or  Tampico,  in  consequence  of  the  French 
blockade  which,  as  yet,  has  not  been  declared  here. 

Last  evening  the  English  steam  sloop  Greyhound  arrived,  the  only 
foreign  vessel  of  war  which  has  appeared  on  here.  She  came  from 
Vera  Cruz  without  news  of  importance,  and  leaves  again  imme- 
diately; by  her  I  forward  your  coniniuui<'alion  fur  Captam  Trathen, 
which  I  received  fn>m  Commander  Nichols,  of  the  Iroquois. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  to  vou  that  two  days  after  our  arrival 
at  this  place  this  vessel,  which,  since  I  have  been  in  command,  has 
been  perfectly  tight,  most  unaccountably  commenced  leaking,  which 
has  gradually  increased  untU  this  moniiiig;  it  is  2  feet  in  each  watch 
(4  hours),  which  keeps  our  donkey  constantly  emplo3'ed.  Wliat  it 
proceeds  from,  or  what  occasions  it,  I  can  not  imagine.  I  availed 
myself  of  smooth  water  this  morning  to  heel  the  vessel  about  2^  on 
each  side,  but  could  disc-over  nothing  where  a  leak  might  be  suspected; 
found  a  sheet  of  copper  torn  off,  and  a  pbuik  .slightly  boomea  on  the 
port  bow,  about  2  feet  under  water,  wliich  I  think  must  have  been 
done  when  alongside  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  bv  some  unknown  or 
concealed  rocks  or  piles  at  the  end  of  the  wharf  wliile  landing  our 
8-inch  gun,  luid  yet  whv  did  sho  not  leak  at  the  time?  I  have  very 
careful!)*  examined  all  the  engine  holes,  and  find  notliing  wrong  there. 
It  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  strange. 

I  have  twice  been  up  to  the  Brazos  Santiago.  I  find  there  two  dis- 
mantled and  used-up  schooners,  which  evidently  are  worthless,  high 
and  dry  on  the  beach;  another  .schooner,  sails  bent  and  appar- 
ently in  go(jd  onler  (light),  lying  under  Ftirt  Polk.  She  was  there 
when  we  arrived  here.  If  I  had  a  launch  capable  of  carrying  a  how- 
itjwr,  and  the  howntzer  to  put  in  it,  I  would  take  her  out.  T  am, 
however,  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  her  .should  she  attempt  to 
come  out.  Tliere  appears  to  be  about  a  company  of  Texans  and  some 
few  people  living  aoout  there. 
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The  Cftptftin  of  a  French  merchant  bark  which  arrived  here  from 
Havana  on  Sunday  last  informed  me  that  Captain  Semmes,  of  SumUr 
notoriety,  sailed  from  there  on  the  2d  of  Septoinher  in  a  Iai^»,  three- 
masted,  heavily-anned  propeller  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the 
steamer  Columhia,  from  New  York,  and  three  others  were  daily  ex- 
pected. 

I  am  crratified  that  I  can  report  the  health  of  the  ship  good,  free 
from  all  a|>[)earanresi  of  fever.     Connfcticut  has  not  heen  here,  and  I 
have  piven  ufi  all  expeL-tation  of  seeing  her  now. 
Very  rt?j>pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  French, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Commandmg  Western  Diviaitm  Oulj  Blockading  Squadron. 


V.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Ojf  Rio  Grande,  September  IS,  tS6S. 
Sir:  The  accompanying  communication  for  the  consul  of  the 
United  States,  whicji  you  were  kind  enough  to  offer  to  forward  to  him, 
has  embodied  in  it  the  subject-matter  or  our  consultation  yesterday 
morning,  and  I  have  thought,  since  our  interview,  this  was  the  most 
proper  course  for  all  official  correspondence  between  the  Mexican 
Government  and  myself.  The  consul  ot  the  United  States  will,  of 
(lourse,  conmmnicate  its  cont^'nts.  or  such  portions  of  it,  aa  i-cfcr  to 
the  subjects  of  yoslerday'a  interview,  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
and,  I  have  no  doubt.  to*3'ourseU  also.  It  will  be  equally-  my  pleas- 
ure, as  well  as  my  duty,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  in  carrying  out  the 
orders  of  my  Government,  the  slightest  approach  to  anything  which 
would  tend  to  disturb  the  very  friendly  relations  now  existing  between 
the  two  govomrnents. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  FUENCK, 

Commander,  U»  5.  Navy. 
Sefior  Don -J.  A.  Zambraxo, 

Inspector  of  CuMom-Uouses,  etc.,  Matamoras. 

[Bnbencloaun.l 

U.  S.  S.  ALSATR06S, 

Off  Itio  Grande,  September  12,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  the  1  Ilh  instant,  intHxhicin^  Seiior  J.  A.  Zam- 
brano,  was  duly  presented.  I  regret  exceedingly  I  have  not  had  the 
opporlunity  ot  a  persona!  interview  with  you,  as  ther<*  are  many  ques- 
tions of  the  most  delicate  character  touching  neutral  trade  with  the 
port  of  Mutumuras  upon  which  I  apprehend  you  could  give  me  infor- 
mation as  t-o  ownership,  etc.,  of  property,  c*>tton  narticulttrly,  which 
would  enable  me  to  act  in  relation  to  it,  and  T  would  again  request,  if 

f>ossible,  you  would  come  on  board  the  Albatross.  From  what  I  have 
earned  on  shore,  through  Mexican  channels,  I  am  led  to  the  belief  it 
would  be  hiuhly  improper  to  send  my  boats  into  the  river,  and  that 
there  wouUl  I>e  no  safety  in  their  landing  on  the  Mexican  .side,  and  I 
therefore  shall  not  allow  ihcni  to  go. 

In  my  interview  with  Senor  Zamhrano  this  morning  he  informed 
me  that  this  is  the  anchorage  for  the  port  of  Matamoras,  and  always 
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has  been  so,  and  hoped  I  woiild  not  order  any  of  the  vessels  now  hero 
to^remove  to  the  southcni  aide  of  the  river  ftlexican  water),  as  they 
could  not  possibly  carry  on  ihtMr  husinoas  there,  loading  or  unloading 
their  cai^cs.  the  niTchorHge  heine  so  bad  and  the  current  so  strong. 
I  replied  to  him  that',  ahhongh  it,  had  always  he<»n  so,  it  was  really  m 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  being  Texan  water  was  under 
blorkadc,  and  therefore  forbidden  ground.  He  told  me  he  would 
require  nil  vessels  arriving  after  this  time  to  anchor  south  of  a  line 
drawn  through  the  center  of  tlie  river.  In  regaixl  to  the  cotton  which 
is  daily  coming  out  ot  the  river  umler  the  Mexican  (taj^,  he  assured  me 
it  was  all  bona  fide  Mexican  property,  and  that  most  of  it  had  been  in 
Matamoras  a  very  long  time,  purchased  by  Mexican  merchants  and 
manufactured  into  Mexican  fabric  for  Ifexican  use.  Sofior  Zam- 
hrano  also  informed  me  that  this  shipment  of  cotton  has  been  going 
on  Miiice  May  last,  during  the  presence  here  of  our  blockading  vessels. 
.\ow,  my  dear  sir,  it  appears  to  mo  this  is  all  wrong,  and  I  can  not  but 
think  ever>'  ounce  of  cotton  here  is  roa]l3'  liable  to  seizure,  and  I  would 
not  hesitat-e  one  moment  but  for  V"nr  certificate  on  the  bills  ol  lading 
that  it  is  Mexican  property  and  snipped  from  Mexican  port. 

It  is  on  this  subject  that  I  am  ])Articu]arly  anxious  for  a  personal 
interview.  Sefior  Zambrano  also  informed  me  that  his  Governmout 
had  purchased  a  large  (juantity  of  arms,  whic^h  he  exi>ected  to  arrive 
here  very  soon,  some  from  New  York,  others  from  Eumpe,  and  ask 
my  intei"vention  in  case  a  French  vessel  of  war  should  come  here  to 
blockade  the  place  This,  of  course,  I  told  him  I  could  not  ilo,  as  it 
would  be  compromising  my  own  Government  in  itjs  relations  with 
France.  I  did,  however,  say  to  him,  should  the  vessel,  on  board 
which  these  arms  have  been  shipped,  arrive  here  when  there  was  no 
French  vcssid  in  the  blockade,  on  the  receipt  of  a  written  assurance 
from  the  Mexican  Govcrmnent  that  the  purchase  was  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  should  not  find  their  way  into  Texas, 
I  would  not  oppose  their  being  landed. 

The«e  are  out  instance  of  the  many  very  delicate  questions  so 
difficult  to  decide,  which  are  occasioned  by  two  conterminous  states, 
each  of  whidi  are  involved  in  war,  and  are  still  neutral  U}  eatrh  other's 
enemies,  and  my  law  Ubrary  is  so  very  limited  I  have  not  authorities 
to  refer  to. 

My  instructions  are  to  art  with  the  greatest  delicacy  toward  neutrals 
in  their  legitimate  trade  with  Matamoras.  and  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion of  cotton  from  Texas.  Tliis,  you  will  readily  see,  is  a  matter  of 
absolute  impossibihty  for  mo  to  do  while  the  article  is  permitted  by 
the  Mexican  Government  to  cross  the  river  from  Texas  and  become 
Mexican  property.  Would  the  Mexican  Government  prohibit  all  the 
exportatious  of  cotton  from  Matamom-s,  it  would  no  longer  l>c  a  mat- 
ter on  which  I  should  liave  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  my  course. 
Until  then,  and  while  eertilii'd  by  you  t^>  be  Mexican  property,  1  must 
regard  vour  consular  endorsement. 

lot  fioping  I  may  see  you  here,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Fbknch, 
Commander,  V .  S.  Navy, 

l4[EONAKI>]    PlEKCE,  Jf.,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Consul,  Matamoras, 
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CONSUlJiTE   OF  THE   UnITED   StATES   OF   AMERICA, 

Matamoras,  September  16,  1S6S. 

Sir:  Your  lotter  of  the  12th,  by  Sofior  Zniiihraiui,  was  rcccivod  on 
the  14th,  and  judging  from  what  lie  said  ID  you,  and  what  he  is  doing 
hero,  it  would  seem  that  he  is  giving  much  aid  to  tho  rebels  through 
the  influence  of  his  oflice.  ^fore  he  i-anie  here,  the  rebels  were 
obliged  to  pav  Iieavy  duties  on  everything  carried  across  this  river; 
for  instance,  {\iv  export  duties  here  on  flour  going  to  Texas  wius  $o  per 
barrel;  it  is  now  but  $1.50,  it  being  put  down  by  the  influence  of  said 
Zanibrano. 

As  to  the  cotton,  there  is  not  one  pound  in  fifty  that  over  belonged 
to  a  Mexican,  neither  is  there  one  bale  in  ten  that  ever  remained  one 
week  on  Mexican  soil,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  amount  that  is  on 
its  way  down  fnuri  Monterey,  hut  has  not  arrived  yet. 

It  is  true  that  cotton  has  been  shipped  from  this  port  while  our 
blockading  ships  were  here,  as  it  was  decided  that  as  tne  cotton  paid 
an  import  and  an  export  duty  to  Mexico,  it  became  naturalized,  and 
the  only  wav  to  prevent  it  would  be  to  prevent  its  crossing  tho  frontier, 
which  could  be  dime  by  occupying  F'ort  Bn)wn  with  a  small  force. 

In  my  certificate  T  merely  certify  that  they  declare  tho  cotton  to 
be  legatly  shippwi  from  Matamoras. 

Tliere  is  no  doubt  hut  that  most  of  the  trade  with  Matamoras  is 
illegal. 

I  send  down  con-espondence  of  Captain  Hunter,  in  which  you  will 
see  the  course  pursuea  by  him  to  bring  them  to  terms,  and  which  had 
the  muHt  HatLsfartory  results. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Pierce.  Jr., 

U.  S.  Coji^ul. 

Commander  11.  French, 

U.  S.S.  Alfiairoas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farra^t,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Mortvif 
U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  assignirunt  oj  officers  to  certain  vessels. 

Fi-.\osHiP  Hartford, 
Pensacoht  Bay,  October  10,  1862. 
Sib:  If  the  De  Soto  is  at  New  Orleans,  you  will  order  Lieutenant- 
Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Itasca. 
You  will  also  order  Lieutenant  F.  O.  Davenport  to  the  Sciotdi  as  exec- 
utive.    Send  me  the  proceeding  in  regard  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Mantoii  and  Acting  Master  Charles  U.  Huggins. 
Very  respectfidly,  etc., 

[D.  G.  Farraout.] 
Commodore  Morris. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  B«/?,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Con^ 
mandcr  Cronby,  U,  S,  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Skip  Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltn, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  Octof^er  10,  1862. 

Snt :  Grant's  Pass  is  believed  to  be  open  between  Mobile  Bay  and 
the  [Mississippi]  Sound,  and  vessels  are  said  to  be  frequently  passing 
through. 
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The  Confederate  armed  steamboat  Morgan,  mounting  ten  guns,  or 
some  other  armed  stoanicr,  is  reported  to  be  to  an  anchor  in  thesoimd 
near  the  said  pass.  As  the  senior  naval  officer  present  at  Ship  Island, 
you  are  requested  to  h&  vigilant  in  watching  the  movements  of  the 
vcwseU  referred  tu^  and  will  report  to  me  uiT  this  bar  all  the  information 
relative  to  them  that  3'ou  may  obtain. 

The  ffimboat  J .  P.  fJacicsfm  wa«  supposed  to  be  off  Horn  Island  or 
Petit  BuLs  [Island]  Pass,  blockading  the  sound  aud  watcliing  the 
enemy,  but  she  was  not  seen  yesterday  by  Commander  Febiger,  who 
wa.4  sent  to  both  passes  to  coninuinicate  with  lier. 

Please  Iiave  the  letter  enclosed  herein  delivered  to  Captain  Wood- 
worth. 

The  Calhoun  also  should  be  at  Ship  Island  or  in  the  sound.  Should 
she  be  present  there,  you  will  please  send  her  up  the  sound,  in  company 
with  the  Jackson,  to  make  the  necessary  ol)ser\ationa.  The  Calhoun 
will  then  return  to  Ship  Island.  Ca])tarn  Woodxvorth,  in  going  up  the 
sound,  will  be  able,  if  important,  to  comnnmicate  with  one  of  the  g\m- 
hoats  blockading  Ilom  Island  and  Petit  Bois  [Island]  passes  during 
the  absence  of  the  Jackson. 
Very  respectlullv, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  tfte  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Lieutenant-Couunauder  Peirce  Crosby. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pinola,  Ship  Island. 


Order  oj  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Prehle,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  delivery  of  letters  to  Commanders  Fairfax  and 
Febiger,  U.  S.  Navy. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Mobile  Bar.  OvUiher  it,  1S6S. 
Sih:  You  will  please  gel  underway  and  deliver  the  letters  wliicli  I 
send  herewith  to  Lieut4*nant-Cominanders  Fairfax  and  Febiger,  direct- 
ing them  to  take  their  stations  nearer  the  foH-s  and  this  .ship. 

On  your  return  please  anclior  due  west  fi-om  this  ship,  brin^^ng 
Sand  Key  Ught  to  near  north  by  compass. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  abates  the  surveying  officers  will  be  sent  on 
board  to  inspect  your  bearing. 

Very  respet-tfully,  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 
Commander  Oeobgk  II.  Preble, 

U.  S.  Gunboai  Oneida,  off  Mobile  Bar. 

P.  S. — This  norther  iifTonls  a  fair  chance  for  nmning  out.     There- 
fore please  return  to  this  part  of  the  blockade  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  H.  Bell. 


Semiofficial  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  C<nn- 
v\od<yre  Bell,  U.  S.  Nax^y^  regarding  general  matters. 

FLAG.sniP  TIartfori>, 

Pensacola,  October  It,  18618. 
Dear  CoifMODORE:  I  received  your  communication  in  relation  to 
the  Sea  iiorse.    The  Government  has  just  [sentl  me  orders  not  to 
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ow  any  moro  coasting  permits,  etc.  I  have  not  time  to  send  you 
copies,  but  \vi\\  do  so  as  soon  as  T  ran  have  them  made  out.  Poor 
Preble  is  relieved  by  Jenlcins.  Tell  him  to  get  all  ready  to  deliver  his 
vessel  over  when  tfie  lihode  Island  arrives.  The  Cuba  arrived  safely 
in  Havana,  and  I  shall  have  a  court  upon  Woodworth.  He  writes  me 
word  that  he  has  been  up  to  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass  and  broke  down 
and  had  to  return  to  Shin  Island,  and  tl)ere  ho  lieH.  I  send  you  regis- 
ters, etc.,  and  will  get  all  straight  bv  the  Ithode  Island.  I  receivea  no 
letters  from  home.     I  hope  you  did. 

Take  everything.  I>et  notliini;  pass  that  does  not  bear  the  pass  of 
the  Secrclary  of  ibe  Treasury,  \V  ar,  or  Navy,  e.\cepl  u>  New  Orleans. 
No  military  or  naval  oihccr  has  a  ripht  to  give  passes  except  to  ve.ssels 
that  are  supplying  them  with  pnivisions.  etc. 

My  mail  lisltremendous,  and  1  must  close  this  hurried  note. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bkll. 


Report  of  Commodore  Belt,  U .  S.  Navy,  commanding  off  Mobile,  re^rdr 
iny  general  matUrs  in  6uU  vicinity. 

4 

V.  S,  S.  Brookltn, 
on  Mobile  Bar,  October  IJ,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  heard  nothing  of  the  J.  P.  Jackson,  I  sent  the  Ken- 
nebec to  Ship  Islam!  yest^^rdaj  with  a  letter  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Crosby,  dii'ecting  luin  &s  sonjor  ofhcer  present  to  send  the  Jachson  and 
Oaihoun  up  the  [^iissi.ssippi]  Sound  to  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass,  one  or 
both  of  them,  if  thev  were  at  Ship  Island.  The  Kennebec  returned 
to  her  station  lost  night.  By  her  I  was  informed  that  the  Calhoun 
was  in  Lake  Borgne,  and  the  Jackson  at  Ship  Island  being  repaii-ed, 
having  taken  fire  while  on  a  eruise  in  the  sound. 

Captain  Woodworth  wrote  to  me,  sajHng  he  would  proceed  up  the 
sound  to  Petit  Bois,  if  the  water  will  admit  of  it,  as  soon  as  the  weather 
abated.  It  having  moderated  very  materially.  I  presume  we  shall 
hear  from  him  to-morrow,  when  I  will  dispatch  a  gunboat  to  com- 
municate with  him. 

Cajitain  Piel)le  infoi*med  me  to-day  that,  having  received  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav}^  his  functions  cease,  atfd  he  accordingly 
turned  over  the  Oneida  to  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Sicard. 

The  Kanawha,  having  only  5  tons  coal  on  board,  will  proceed  to 
Pensacola  to-night  with  this  letter.  Iler  boilers  ajipear  to  bo  getting 
into  a  bad  condition,  I  do  not  order  her  to  Ship  Island,  becau.se  I 
wish  to  communicate  with  you,  and  the  needful  work  may  be  done 
upon  her,  assisted  by  the  mechanics  of  the  fleet,  whilst  sin*  is  coaling. 
Sne  can  be  sent  to  Ship  Island  after  the  Finola  is  repaired,  if  moro 
extensive  work  be  necessary.  I  trust  she  will  be  sent  bock  to  her 
station  inmiediately. 

A  gunboat  and  some  four  or  five  schooners  and  sloops  are  constantly 
to  an  anchor  off  Grant's  Pass,  to  which  the  enomv  seem  to  attach  con- 
siderable importance.  The  gunboat  sometimes  flies  a  broad  pennant, 
and  Lieutenant-Commander  Russell  informs  me  that  he  has  seen  her 
and  several  sailing  vessels  in  the  sound,  the  former  anchored  in 
Gravline  Bav. 


i 


298 


WEST  GULF  BLOCK.\DING  SQUADRON. 


The  Tfnn^ftsee  arrived  here  at  7  p.  in.  yesterday,  and  as  the  night 
was  stormy  did  not  communicate  with  me  before  tliit?  moniinp,  and 
as  you  haff  ordered  Captain  Johnson  tn  put  tlio  acting  niiistcr,  whom 
you  had  ordered  to  the  AVnnffc^-r,  under  arrest,  I  concnided  to  lot  him 
remain  in  the  Tenn^snee  until  she  rejoiits  you. 

The  two  refxigeea  referred  to  in  Captain  Crosby's  letter  are  on  board 
the  Kanarrfm  for  your  disnosal.  The  one  named  dohn  A.  Porter  Is  an 
en^neor,  and  spoakn  cnniidently  of  what  he  knows.  He  was  escaping 
to  New  Orleans  wiieu  a  boat  from  the  JacJcson  overhauled  him.  He 
says  a  battle  was  foupht  at  Corinth  last  Monday  between  the  forces 
of  General  Buell  aiwl  the  Confederates  under  Prfc*'  and  Van  Dom,  in 
which  the  Confederates  confess  themselves  badly  cut  to  pieces. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commavdiv^  o^  Mobile  Bar. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  O.  Fariiach't, 

C'omdff.  WfMern  (rulj  Blockading  Sqwidron,  Fensacola  Bay. 

P.  S. — Brig  J.  P.  Enioit,  a  coal  vessel,  having  been  to  Ship  Island 
for  sand  ballast,  lost  lier  anchors  yestordav,  and  was  supplied  with  one 
of  7.00  pounds  by  the  Kennebec,  but  not  feeling  safe  with  that  one,  is 
trying  for  Pensaeola  to  supply  himself  with  more.  She  sailed  from 
here  this  afternoon. 

H.  H.  B. 


Letter  from  (he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Farroffut,  U.  S. 
NajTy,  regtirdino  the  movements  of  vessels  at  Matamonis,  Mejcico, 
carrying  contrahand  of  uxir. 

Navy  Department.  October  13,  1862, 
Sir:  The  Department  deems  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the 
following  information  gathered  from  consular  dis])atches  received 
by  the  Secretarj'  of  St-ate. 

The  i-ebe!  schooner  Henry  CoUhrist  arrived  at  the  Belize,  Honduras, 
August  IS,  with  51  bales  of  cotton,  and  the  schooner  Sarah  Gordon, 
the  same  day,  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  by  the  way  of  Campeche  or 
Laguna  [de  l^erminos],  with  140  boles  of  cottnin. 

These  vessels  exchanged  their  cargoes  for  merchandise,  ammuni- 
tion, etc.,  and  left,  most  likely,  for  tlie  same  ports  from  wliich  they 
had  arrived.  Shipmentii  of  jwwder,  shot,  etc.,  fi-om  the  Behze,  are 
said  to  be  quite  frequent. 

A  refugee  wlio  recently  arrived  at  Ijon<Ion  direct  from  Matamoras, 
and  is  from  Texas,  says  over  7,000  bales  of  Texas  cotton  have  been 
shipped  from  Nfatamoras.  and  that  small  sailing  vessels  often  arrive 
there  with  contraband  of  war  For  the  insurgents,  and  that  they  gen- 
erally come  from  St.  Thomas  and  Havana. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDEox  Wruxs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Faruaqut, 

Coindy.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Pensaeola,  Fla. 
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Repori  of  Commander  CaldwfU,  U.  S.  Nmn/,  commanding  V.  8.  S, 
Essex,  referrijtg  to  thi  disposition  of  the  steamer  Anglo-American, 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Gunboat  Essex, 

Off  New  Orleans,  October  U,  1862. 

Sir:  I  havo  the  honor  to  inform  the  DepRrtment  that,  agreeably  to 
the  orders  of  Admiral  Farragut,  the  steam  tug  Anglo-American  has 
been  turned  over  to  her  owners,  and  her  officers  and  crew  {!at€  of  the 
guuboat  Sumter)  transferred  to  this  vessel. 

Enclosed  I  forward  a  receipt  for  tlie  vessel  and  50  tons  of  coal, 
which  we  were  obliged  tu  leave  in  her  for  want  of  room  to  stow  it  in 
this  vessel. 

I  most  urgently  request  that  the  Department  will  order  the  accounts 
of  the  olGcers  and  men  of  the  Sumter  forwarded  t«  this  vessel.  They 
have  been  written  for  repeatedly,  but  never  sent,  nor  the  letters 
answered. 

The  (dficers  and  men  have  received  no  money  nor  small  stores  for 
four  month.s.  They  have  not  been  able  to  leave  their  famihes  allot- 
ments, nor  send  them  one  cent  of  money,  and  alth<mgh  urged  by  the 
most  pressing  appeals  to  send  funds  to  pay  for  what  tney  have  nm  in 
debt,  and  provide  food  and  raiment  tor  the  coming  winter,  I  regret 
to  say  that  nothing  has  been  paid  them,  and  for  want  of  fund;*  they 
can  not  send  a  particle  of  their  pay  for  the  relief  of  their  families. 

We  are  now  going  up  the  river  to  remain  for  months,  and  with  no 
money  for  these  oUicers  and  men  to  pay  their  debU,  in  some  case^  the 
families  of  the  engineers  and  others  arc  in  actual  distress. 

I  have  represented  these  facts,  and  made  every  effort  to  obtain 
money,  biit  without  success. 

Enclosed  I  forward  a  list  of  the  ofhcers  and  crew  of  the  Sumter, 
whose  acxiounts  have  never  been  reccived.- 

Very  i*espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  11.  B.  Caldweu-, 
Commander,  Commanding  Gunboat  FhtiUa, 

Hon.  GrpEON  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farrngut,  U.  S.  Navy,  lo  Commander  Gtteti, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  October  14,  1863. 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  to  Sliip  Island,  fill  up  your  coal  and  pro- 
visions, get  your  work  from  the  machine  shop,  and  then  proceed  to 
Galveston,  or  down  the  coast  of  Texas  until  you  fall  in  with  Com- 
mander Renshaw.  and  report  to  him  for  the  blockade  of  that  coast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farraout), 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Comm&nder  John  Guest, 

CommaTiding  U.  S.  S.  Ken»lngton. 
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Onler  oj  Rear-Admiral  Farm^ut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  C&mmandfr  Uunisr, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  entue  for  the  interception  oj  eteamers  from  abroad. 

Fi^osniP  Hartford, 
Penaacola  Bay.  October  l.{,  1S62. 

Sir:  You  will  roport  to  Commaiuier  H.  H.  Bell,  off  Mobile,  for  the 

purpose  of  blocka<iing  in  tht^  oiling,  at  a  distance  of  20  or  30  miles  to 

the  southward  of  the  port,  in  the  hopes  of  intercepting  some  of  the 

many  steamers  miw  known  t^>  be  hound  t^i  Mobile  from  foreign  ports. 

Ver3'  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.   FARRAOrT, 

Hear'Aduiiral, 
Commander  C^as.  Hvnter. 

Vomvianding  U .  .S.  S*.  Monigomery. 


Letter  from  Reor-Admira]  Farrag\U,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Qeneral 
BuWTf  U.  S.  Army,  reqvesting  a  sufficient  force  to  hold  GaJveston, 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  Ocfoher  J4,  1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  from  an  order  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  l)y  wliieh  you  will  [MTi^eive  that  no  licenses  or 
permits  are  to  be  granted  t<i  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

I  take  pleasure  in  announcing  to  you  the  capture  of  Galveston 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  coast  of  Texas  by  our  forties,  and  beg  to 
know  if  yon  can  not  let  us  have  Hufhcient  force  tfl  hold  Galveston.  It 
is  on  a  slip  of  land,  and  can  be  behl  with  a  very  small  number  of 
troops  ana  one  gunboat.  We  have  not  destroyed  the  bridge  because 
the  iidiabitants  wuuM  starve,  but  we  do  not  allow  the  cars  t^^i  cross 
the  bridge.  Sabine  Pass  and  Corpus  Cliristi  are  also  in  our  posse^on. 
Please  let  me  know  as  aoun  as  possible  what  you  can  do  about  the 
troops. 

I  nave  permitted  Robert  F.  Clement,  an  Enghshman,  captured  in 
the  steamer  Blanche,  or  General  Rush,  to  go  to  New  Orleans  in  the 
Rhode  Inland.  His  passiwrt,  etc.,  were  lost  in  the  wreck  of  the  burn- 
ing steamer  General  Rusk. 

Yours,  truly  and  reapectfully, 

[D,  G.  Fakraoct,] 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Benj.  F.  Butlf-r, 

Commanding^  etc. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Natyy,  to  Commodore  BeU, 
U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  successful  opcratioiui  of  Vie.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Pensacola,  October  14,  1S63. 

Dear  Commodore:  Everything  appears  to  be  going  on  well  with 

us  just  now.     The  anny  has  been  successful  at  Corinth,  and  they 

acknowledge   a  great  defeat.     Kenshaw  has   taken  Galveston,  Kit- 

txedge  jAransas,  and  Crocker  the  Sabine  Pass  and  city.    We  have 
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nearly  the  whole  coast  of  Texas  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The 
^nhoats  made  a  splonHid  rapture  at  Bavou  Plaquemine  of  1,500 
neaii  of  fat  ratlin  for  tlip  OmfcMlorHtes.  ami,  what  wjus  tht*  best  of  it, 
they  got  them  all  doNvn  to  Now  Orleans;  but  in  a  httle  skirmish  they 
lost  poor  Swasey  and  one  man  on  the  Kin^o. 

I  think,  however,  they  settled  one  |>oint  very  clearly,  viz:  LowTy 
says,  you  may  ri'rncniber,  that  there  art^  10,000  or  15,000  guerrillas 
and  troops,  and  that  the  whole  river  will  soon  be  in  tlie  possession  of 
the  enemy.  Now.  in  this  ease,  they  drove  the  last  :^00  head  of  cattle 
from  Donaldsonville  down  to  New  Orleans  through  this  awful  guerrilla 
country. 

Tlie  smokestack  of  the  Winona  is  almost  done,  but  she  still  leaks, 
and  if  it  continues  I  will  send  her  in  tlie  river  and  bring  out  the  Sciota. 
I  am  told  there  an«  two  irunelads  in  Lardners  (iominions  -some  watch- 
ing river  to  the  eastward  of  us-  that  are  soon  expected  down. 

1  received  letters  from  Mrs.  F.  by  the  last  mail;  up  to  the  24th  all 
well.  I  expect  my  son  out  by  the  Conntdicui.  You  see  that  all 
those  passes  are  sUippod  except  to  supply  the  troops  and  vessels. 
There  ttre  so  many  pap<'rs  that  1  can  not  eet  them  ready  fast  enough. 

But  you  have  not  lung  t^)  l(M)k  out  for  but  the  hlocktwle  of  Mobue, 
but  I  anall  have  a  court  on  Woodworth  for  the  escape  of  the  st^^amers 
through  the  [Mississippi]  Stjund.  lie  said  he  saw  them;  wliy  did  he 
not  chase  them  i  I  send  the  Afont^omery  to  report  to  you  to  cniiso 
about  25  or  30  miles  to  the  southward  and  enstwiird  of  Mobile  for  the 
vessels  now  expected  to  arrive.  He  saw  them  in  Havana,  and  I  told 
him  to  cha.se  them  in  to  you  or  take  them,  but  he  will  give  you  notice, 
and  I  think  the  M.  is  fast. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

I>.  G.  FARBAOrT, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Conunwlorc  H.  H.  Bkij,, 

Commanding  Mobile  Blockade. 


Re  fori  oj  Actinff  Vohtvteer  Lieuientinf  Kittredge,  U,  S.  NavVf  commandr- 

tng  U.  S.  hark  Arthur,  giving  list  of  i?e88eh  captured  by  Otat  vcsnel  or 

destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

V.  S.  Bark  Abtuur, 
Pensacola.  f'la.,  October  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  to  you,  collectively,  in  compUance  with 
your  request,  the  whole  number  of  veascls  captured  by  this  vessel  and 
tenders  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  her,  as  well  as  those  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  t^)  prevent  their  falling  into  our  hands. 

January  25,  18G2. — Schooner  J .  J.  McNeil;  vessel  sent  to  Ship 
Island,  cargo  to  New  York. 

Fehnmry. — Sloop  Bellejoiit,  recaptured  by  enemy  wlule  lying  inside 
the  bar  at  Aransas,  where  she  wiis  left  for  use  as  tentfer.  Sloop 
Danuf  Webster,  rcdeased,  as  nothing  contraband  was  found  and 
captain  a  noncombatant.  Sloops  Sityin  and  Mustang,  abandoned 
to  escape  capture  of  our  men  by  a  greatly  superior  force. 

July  9. — Schooner  Reindeer,  with  4.'5  bales  of  cotton;  sent  North 
Iter  slftamer  Oonnteticut:  schooner  now  at  Aranaaa.  Flat  (no  name), 
52  bales  of  cotton,  sent  North  per  steamer  Connecticut. 
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July  W. — Sloop  BeJie  Italia,  no  cargo,  at  Aransas.  Schooner 
Monte  Christo,  burned  at  Lamar  by  the  enemy  while  we  were  securing 
thecotUm,  as  we  had  iu>(.  torcv  to  prot<M*t  hor. 

Aiigtist  12. — Armed  schooner  Breaker,  now  at  Aransas.  Armed 
schooner  ElmCy  burned  by  the  enemy  at  Corpus  Christi,  to  prevent 
falling  into  our  hands.  Armed  sloop  Hannah,  burned  by  the  enemy 
at  Corpus  Christi,  to  prevent  falling  into  our  hands. 

August  15. — Steamer  A.  B.  (or  A.  J?«),  aground  at  the  entrance  of 
Nueces  River,  near  Corpus  01u*isti;  afterwards  burned  by  the  rebels, 
as  wo  could  not  remove  her  and  had  not  force  enough  U^  guard  her. 

September  27. — Schooner  Water  H*i7<*A,  sent  North;  ctirgtt  assorUid. 

With  the  exception  of  the  McNeil  and  Water  Witch,  the  above  ves- 
sels are  small  craft. 

The  followmg  vessels  are  now  at  ^Vransas  Bay :  U.  S.  S.  Sathem,  lug- 
ger Geneiral  BvUer,  yacht  Corypheus.  schooner  Breaker  (captured), 
schooner  Reindeer  (captured),  sloop  Belle  Italia  (captured). 
Very  resiwjct fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KlTTREDOE, 

JAeutetiard,  V.  S.  Navy,  Commanding, 

Senior  Rear-Admiral  D,  G.  F.\URAni"r, 

Commanding  (rulf  Squadron. 


Report  oj  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  proposed 
attack  on  tfie  forts  ai  Mobile  Point. 

No.  218.]  Fuvaamp  Hartford, 

PensacoUi  Bay,  October  IS,  1862. 

Sir:  The  order  in  refei-ence  to  the  Potomac  has  not  been  carried  out 
fully,  as  I  still  hope  to  attack  the  forts  at  Mobile  Point  very  soon,  in 
which  event  I  intended  to  u.se  the  Potomac  on  the  outside  of  the  penin- 
sula while  the  ships  are  nassing  the  fort«.  I  have,  therefore^  kept  ber 
organization  intact  until  that  event  shalJ  have  passed. 

1  have  sufficient  men  for  the  present;  a  few  marines  would,  how- 
ever, l>e  acceptable,  in  order  to  hll  vacancies  and  keep  a  guard  at  the 
navy  yard.  I  shall  soon  have  completed  the  old  chapol  and  armory, 
for  use  as  a  hospital  and  one  of  the  kitchens  for  a  marine  ))arracks. 
As  I  before  stated  to  the  Department,  I  am  at  the  expenst^  of  labor 
alone,  as  there  is  an  abundance  of  mat<*rial.  When  the  articles  to  be 
sent  in  the  bark  Houghton  from  New  York  arrive,  I  will  have  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  everything  except  small  stores  and  a  few  articles  of 
clotliin^,  wliich  are,  no  doubt,  on  their  way  out.  I  have  just  sent  a 
requisition  for  oars  and  hose. 

We  have  nearly  completed  the  smoke^tax^k  for  the  Kennebec,  to  be 
put  on  the  WinoTwi,  so  that  out  of  two  gmiboats  broken  down  in  the 
gale  I  made  one  immediately  effective  (the  Keni}ebee),  and  sent  her 
back  to  the  blockade,  and  I  Ifope  soon  to  have  the  other  (the  Winona) 
ready  to  follow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Q.  Farraout, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Bh>ckading  Sg^uadront 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0, 
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Order  of  liear-Admimf  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  VolunUer  Lieu- 
Unant  Woodworth,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  instituHon  of  a  court  of 
enquiry. 

Flaoship  Hartford, 
Pensacoia  Bay,  October  15,  1862. 
Sra:  My  suspicions  tlmt  the  stPampre  you  saw  went  to  aeft  are  now 
apparently  i'.stHl)li.she<l,  as  they  are  both  in  Havana.    But  whether  they 
are  or  not,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  investigate  the  affair  and  find  out 
why  you  did  not  chase  the  vessels  when  reiH)rt<*d  to  you  instead  uf  pa«s- 
ing  t-o  the  eastward  to  report  to  Couiiuauaer  Alden,  to  whom  you  were 
not  reauired  to  report      You  were  recniired  to  go  up  to  Petit  Boia 
[Lilandj  ?a.ss  uiid  prevent  the  egress  t>f  trie  steamers  Cuba  and  Alice,  or 
cttptun^  them.     1  shall  therefore  institute  a  court  of  enquiry  as  stion  aa 
your  vewiel  comes  up  the  sound,  which  I  trust  she  must  soon  I>e  ready 
to  do,  as  I  am  not  aware  of  any  iniurj'  to  your  vessel,  and  for  all  I  know 
she  should  have  returned  imJnediat^ly  to  the  pass. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

[D.  G.  FAnnAOUT.l 
Retir-Adviiral,  Commanding  Wentern  Guff  Hhckadiny  Squtuiron. 

Volunteer  Lieutenant  S.  E.  W(K)I>wobth, 

Commandiruj  U.  S.  S.  JacksoTL,  Ship  Island. 


Order  of  Rear-Admind  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Tiltvn,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  commanding  deiackmeiU  of  marines. 

FuiosHip  EIartford, 
Pensacola  Bay",  October  16 ^  I86t, 
Sik:  Tou  will  take  your  guard  on  shore  for  duty  as  soon  as  you  can 
provide  acconnuodations  for  the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 
Rear- Admiral ,  Commanding  We»tem  Oulf  Blockadiny  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  McLane  Tilton, 

Commatidiny  Detachment  of  Marines. 


Re.itort  of  Hear-Admintl  Farragut,  U.  /?.  Navy,  rf.quejtting  ike  Depart' 
'  merit's  instructions  reyardi?}g  the  steamer  Calhoun, 

'No.  217.1 


Sir: 


Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  October  16,  1862. 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Bailey,  stating  that  the 


prise  court  at  Philadelphia  has  decided  tiiat  the  Calhoun,  captured  by 
the  Colorado,  off  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  could  not  be  condemned 
(although  her  cargo  has  been)  unless  she  was  produced  to  the  court, 
etc.,  and  wishes,  therefore,  that  in  justice  to  the  captors  I  would  have 
her  sent  to  Pliiladelphia.  I  would  he  very  glad  to  do  this,  but  t-ho 
CaJhoun  is  the  only  vessel  I  have  capable  of  giving  proper  protection 
to  Pontchartrain  tnrough  the  shallow  waters.  She  has  just  been  fitted 
out  for  that  purpose,  and  I  do  UQX  tMok  it  would  be  safe  to  send  her  to 
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the  North  at  this  soason  of  the  year.     I  will  await,  huwo'cr,  the  in- 
structions of  the  Popart  men  t. 

Very  respect uillj',  yonr  olu'dicnt  scirvant, 

O.  (j.  Fakraout, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commaiuiing  Wtidern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Hod.  Gii»b<»n  Wki-lks, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy.  Washin^on,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  Nai>tf,  commavdinq  off  Mobile  Bay^ 
rtffardintj  general  matterit  in  tJuit  vicintty. 

U.  S.  S.  BnOOKLYN, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  October  W,  1862—5  p.  m. 

jyv.AXt  Ahmiual:  I  ohaervi*  a  sfoamer  coining  from  tlu'  westward 
(lying  a  burj;oo,  and.  supposiug  she  ia  bound  for  Pensacola.will  send 
youalinr. 

The  veswMs  arriving;  here  from  Peiisai'(»hi  an'  all  using  new  nuiidieri 
for  tlic  signal  flags,  hut  liavlng  received  no  oitlci'  from  yonisrlf  or  tho  I 
Navy  Department,  1  hoUl  on  to  the  oixler  Ift-st  in  use,  uinl  shall  do  soj 
till  iurtlier  ordeiij.  although 'it  iua3'  result  in  considerable  ineonvea-] 
ienco. 

Iluiit*»r.  in  the  MonUjftmtry,  e-anie  ilown  tci-day,  and  is  <trd»'red  to 
cruise  (Lsyoudin't-lrd.biil  ronfininghiniself  he!  wimmi  S7°t5'W.nnd  SS** 
3."/  W.,  wliirh  c.Nlciids  fmnt  the  lagoon  ca^^t  of  tliis  to  tin;  longitude  of 
Horn  Island  Pass. 

I  have  placi'd  tho  aehoonor  O.  tl.  Let  off  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass  and 
the  Kanawha  (tlF  Ihirn  Island,  with  onlcrs  to  look  out  for  evrn  lliing 
in  the  hay  and  fspin-iaiiy  to  Point  iiux  Clu'ne.s  Bay,  wliere  Captain 
Woodw'orth  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  sloamtT  is  loading  with  cot- 
ton. Rut  as  that  officer  has  gone  t«  Ship  Island  for  coal,  etc.,  nothing 
can  he  <h>ne  there  before  lie  returns  to  his  station.  In  the  meatitituo 
Captain  Febi'ier  will  buoy  otf  the  Horn  IslamI  Pass,  iu  oixler  to  take 
Ids  own  vcsM'l  through  if  necessary.  »w  Captain  KtiSvSi'II  icjHuicd  lo  me 
that  he  saw  the  Mnnjun  in  llio  sound  two  tiays  iigo,  chasing  the  Jnvk- 
iton,  tfie  Monjan  giving  over  the  chn.se  and  rrtuniing  through  Orunt'a 
Pass  as  soon  as  she  saw  Kenmbec  ai)pro(iching  t!ie  Jacinnn  at  Petit 
Bois  Pass.  But  the  two  latter  ves-sels  not  understancling  each  other's 
sisals,  the  Kennebec  could  not  therefore  communicate  with  the  Jack-  \ 
WW,  and  since  then  the  Jack-son  has  been  lying  at  Horn  Island  Pass  till 
this  moniing.  when  she  proceeded  to  Ship  Island.  Wlien  .she  returns 
I  will  send  her  a<;ross  tho  bay  with  ship's  launch  to  capture  the  vessels 
there. 

(trant's  Pass  is  never  without  the  presence  of  a  steamer.  Horn 
Island,  (hero,  is  used  in  some  way,  perhaps  fortified. 

I  oltscrvc  two  very  large  buoys  planted  inside  the  bay.  apparently 
N.  W.  frtun  Fort  Morgan;  they  seem  to  be  aUjut  100  fathoms  apart. 
Someone  suggests  that  they  are  taints,  but  why  two  large  targets  so 
close  togethej-?  The  air  being  very  clear  to-day,  I  see  things  distinctly 
wliich  Iliave  not  seen  hitherto. 

Am  happy  to  hear  Mrs.  F.  is  well,  ftnd  thai  vou  will  have  the  happi- 
ness of  seemg  your  boy;  perhaps  mine  may  daiiu  the  same  privilege, 


VTKST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  305 

tkfn  he  thinks  I^yall  is  a  model  boy,  and  being  an  only  chicken  like 
hiiiLs<<]f. 

Bi'st  n»jitirds  to  Palnicr.  with  thanks  for  tht^  papers. 
I  am,  ven*  cordiullj',  youra, 

11.  n.  Beli^ 

Kear-Admirat  Davip  G.  Farraout, 

Comdg.  Weslern  Qulj  Bfockdy.  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  liarijord. 


Order  of  Commodorf  Belf,  U.  S.  Natyy,  to  Acting  Master  Godfrey,  V .  S. 
Na\>\j,  cittnmanding  U .  S.  schooner  0.  II.  Lee,  to  take  station  off  Petit 
Bois  Island  Ptms, 

V.  S.  Stf.am  .Si/>r)v  Brooklyn. 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  Octohrr  It\  IS63, 
Sir:  You  will  proi-pwi  withniit  delay  to  take  .station  in  the  O.  If. 
Lee  off  th(*  new  pass  ina<i*'  thnnij;:h  IVtit  Bois  Islan<l.  Y'ou  will  anchor 
Voiir  srhtidiuM*  iii\  thnt  j>a8s.  ahiiiii  1  milo  dJHtant,  for  maintaining  the 
blockade  thero.  oxcivismg  yo>U'  discretion  about  gPttini;  underway  for 
the  purpose  of  interceiJtiiijr  suspeete<I  vessels  approaehmj;  you. 

Captain  Febi*;ei',  of  tin-  Kitnait'hu,  will  designate  the  pass  to  be 
guarued  hy  yuu  unil  tlie  most  .suitable  pla<.;c  for  anehiiring. 
Very  res()cctfullv, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile, 

Ictin^  Master  W'AsniNiiToN  flonFREV, 

Commanding  fJ .  S.  Mortar  Schooner  O,  H.  Lee,  off  Mobile, 


Lftii^r  fmm  Hear- Ad  mind  Farratfitt,  U.  S.  Navg,  ttt  Commodore  BeU, 
U,  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  Woodworth  and  Fairfax  courts  ofen<juiry. 

FLAOsmr  Hartford, 
Penmcola,  October  /7.  1862, 
Dkar  tV>MMonoRK:  I  received  your  note.  I  will  send  down  to 
onler  \'ohinleei  Ijieutetiant  Woodworth  up  here  fur  court  of  enquiry', 
and  put  M>me  one  in  liis  place.  AVhv  do  y<m  allow  him,  commodore, 
to  leave  for  coal  exc-ept  by  your  pernnsHioii  ?  In  disposing  o\  my  large 
mail  I  overlooked  the  sfgnals.  I  send  lliem  now.  Please  liave  the 
books  made  to  conform.  I  had  the  Aroostook  out  yesterday  to  join 
our  squadron,  and  will  sent!  her  to  you  .soon,  with  orders  ?or  Com- 
mander Fairfax  to  repair  in  the  Cayuga  t^  New  Orleans  to  have  a  court 
of  eiiquiiT  in  relation  to  the  charges  of  Porter  against  him.  I  wiU 
onler  up  the  Calhoun  atid  the  Jackson  to  look  into  Grant's  Pass.  I 
would  send  down  for  the  Sochern,  but  thei-e  is  no  other  vessel  at  Corpus 
Chrisli.  I  will  .sriwl  you  the  Maria  Wood.  Put  her  at  one  of  the 
,  Hs  you  think  best. 
Yours,  truly, 

D-  G.  Farrawit, 

ii^ar-AdminU' . 
Commodore  U.  II.  Bell. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  FarnupU,  U.  S.  Navy, to  Afaior-{}en€ralBuUert 
U.  8.  Army,  reganiing  captured  ctUtU. 

FiJiosnir  IlARTPf)Hn, 
Pensa^ola  Bay,  October  17,  1862. 

Dear  General:  1  have  reoeived  your  note  and  the  rc<|ul5ition  for 
ordnance,  etc. 

The  lipht  32s  I  have  taken  Irom  the  Potomac  and  send  you  t>y  the 
St.  Manfs,  and  there  are  three  hoKitzeis  in  New  Orleans. 

I  enjoy  exeellent  health,  an<l  so  does  the  s(|uailrcm  j^cnerailv.  I 
sliall  be  ready  to  go  ahead  at  liaiiies  the  niurnent  ynii  can  furnisli  the 
troops.  Do  you  think  yon  can  send  any  down  to  Galveston  or  any 
other  port  on  the  coast  of  Texas?  1  had  a  giinbuat  out,  yesterday 
from  tne  North,  the  Ajftontook,  hut  she  brings  no  news. 

Major  Strong  has  sent  two  gentlemen  over  to  see  mo  in  reference 
to  the  cattle  eaplured  by  the  ^inl>oats,  l»y  which  capttiiv  we  lost  a 
vuliuibie  (ifiicer  and  u  sailor.  1  can  see  no  use  of  our  vessels  up  the 
river  il  we  are  to  pcnuit  passes  from  both  rel>el  and  Federal  author- 
ities to  Htanil  iCfKKi,  TJm'  only  way  I  see  fur  the.se  people  to  do  is  to 
make  known  their  Imsine.ss  beforehand. 

Tlie  cattle  are  passed  over  tlie  river,  and  no  oue  knows  where  tliey 
are  gturiR,  bu!  as  soon  as  thev  arc*  caught     *     *     *     intended  for  the 

fmrtv'  that  catfhes  theiti.     Tliis  may  be  a  very  honest  transaction, 
Hit  It  is  one  that  will  cause  great  difficulty  il  jiennitted. 

My  orders  are  very  stringent  "  to  allow  no  trade  with  the  blockaded 
countrj'."  I  am  uAd  that  large  droves  of  cattle  are  pa.ssing  the  river 
for  the  rebels  and  fold  to  look  alter  them;  when  Icatcnlliem  I  am  told 
thai  it.  is  all  wrong,  they  are  for  us,  lu'  for  New  (Orleans.  I  wish  you 
had  a  prize  court  at  New  Orleans  to  decide  these  cases  and  the  validity 
of  these  claims. 

As  the  officers  in  the  Mississippi  made  the  capture  1  shall  leave  it 
to  Captains  Smith  and  Ransom  to  accept  a  ransom  and  release  them 
or  not;  but  in  future  unless  the  convoy  is  made  knowii  and  asked  for 
they  will  be  considerexi  bona  fide  prize. 

Very  truly,  and  respcctfidly,  youi"s, 

D.  G.  Farragitt, 
Bear-Admiralf  Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sqiuidron,, 

Major-General  Benj.  F.  Bi'ti-er, 

Commandirig  Department  of  Guij. 


Letter  jrom  Rear-Adm  iral  Farramt,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Afajor-General  Bjitler^ 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  tfie  Confederate  steatner  Tennessee. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pf-nxncola  Bay.  Octobfr  17,  1862, 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  desiring  to  learn  all  I  know  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Teniu'sstr,  I  have  lo  stale  that  perhaps  rut  vessel  is  bettor 
known  to  the  blockading  force  l)efore  New  Orleans  than  tiie  Tennessee. 
She  has  been  blockaded  and  waf^^hed  for  many  months,  during  which 
time  aho  has  frequently  l>een  down  to  the  Passes  loaded  with  cotton, 
and  ready  to  run  the  blockade,  and  has  been  as  frequently  compelled 
to  return. 
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When  I  captured  New  Orleans  I  lound  the  TeniMMff  lying  at  thu 
whurr  witli  a  Krenrli  llag  hoisted  somewluTe  tui  the  vessel,  indieating 
that  she  belonged  to  a  French  subject,  but  her  antccc<lenls  were  too 
welJ  known  to  rne  to  regard  any  aueh  evidence  of  ownership,  as  [ 
knew  if  any  sucli  transfer  had  been  nmde  it.  hati  been  done  .vithiii  a 
very  short  period  of  tlnu*  antl  dnnn>r  |]io  blurkude,  wliich,  according 
to  my  undersiandin;^,  Is  contrary  to  till  luw. 

There  is  scarcely  a  vessel  or  pio-c  of  property  belonging  to  the  rebels 
that  baji  not  been  so  transferred  since  the  captiue  of  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(D.  G.  FabiuoutJ 

Rear-Admiral. 
Majur-<^ieueral  Be\j.  F.  Buti-ek, 

Commanding  Deparfuifnt.  of  Gulf. 


Report  of  Hfiar-Admimf  Farrarftit,  (I.  S,  Na^y,  travstmWtnq  procredings 
oj  the  WofMhoortii,  Ciiiwtoj  enqiiinj. 

Flaosiiip  IlAnxroRD, 
Pfnaacold  Bay,  October  ^4,  1862, 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  held 
on  Acting  Lieutenant-Comniander  Wi)odworth.  My  letter  ?L)  in 
reply  to  his  letter  of  the  3d  of  October  is  the  basis  of  the  chargi^a 
(October  4).  U  appears  to  me  that  both  the  court  and  the  accused 
did  not  understand  the  object  of  the  enquiry,  which  wa-s: 

First.  Why  di<i  he  not  (-hase  and  ascertain  the  cliaracter  of  the  ves- 
sels seen  inside  the  [Mississippi]  Sound? 

Second.  Why  he  did  not  come  up  inside  tlie  sound  instead  of  going 
out  at  Horn  Island  Pass,  by  which  he  would  have  prevented  the  escape 
of  any  vessel  above  that  point  in  the  sound?  ^Vnd  why  run  up  to 
report  toConunanderAlden.ofT  Mobile,  who  wanted  his  services  inside 
and  not  outside  of  the  soun<l?  His  effort  has  been  to  pmve  that  he 
saw  nosteainers.  Then  wliy  report  to  tne  tfiree  days  afterwards  that 
they  were  steamers  and  staiidinj;  towani  Pascngoula,  and  on  tlie  6th 
that  he  thoiij;ht  the  steaiiiers  In  Pascagoula  Hiver''? 

Third.  Wliy  did  he  adduce  the  evidence  to  show  that  to  have  gone 
in  chaiie  he  would  have  to  run  30  or  mure  miles?  What  had  that  to 
do  with  it*  The  farther  ho  went  from  them  the  more  certain  they 
were  to  escape  out  of  Tlnm  Tsbind  Pa-ss.  That,  he  disproved  the  sw- 
ond  charge  I  am  certainly  gratified, and  think  I>ieutenant-(^jmmander 
Russell  ought  to  explain  his  reason  for  such  a  charge  when  his  own 
evidence  disprt^ved  the  whole  thing.  All  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farbaovt, 
Hear- Admiral,  OommaTiding  Wffttrrn  (iulf  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gii>suN  Wei.LK8, 

Secretary  0/  tf*«  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rtnr'Admirai  Farragut,   U.  S.  Navy,  rtgarding  ordnance 

HUpplien. 

Flao.hhip  Hahtfokii, 
Pensacola  Haij,  Octobfr  !8,  i86:i. 
Sm:  I  am  now  woll  suppliod  with  the  munitions  of  war  and  will  not 
need  anvthing  more  until  I  have  another  hattJe.     1  Imve  received  the 
shot  an<l  shellby  tlie  lilioti*'  hhnd.     I  hope  yet  tliatyou  will  send  me 
ahout  100  cylinder  holts  of  1 J  diameter  for  the  henefit  of  the  reljel 
ironclads,  although  I  helieve  the  solid  shot  will  an^fwer  when  close-to. 
I  took  the  SO-poiinder  rifle  from  the  Uraolclifn  anfi  will  repla<*e  it  by 
the  100-pounder  sent  out  in  the  hark.     The  lirynikfyn  has  temporarily 
one  of  the  SiiS(fuefMutm'ti  rifles. 

Very  r<»,spectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

[D.  O.  Fakragitt,] 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  Western  Guif  Bhckdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  John  A.  DAHUiiiKN, 

Chuf  oj  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  />.  C 


Ordtr  oj  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Naifu,  to  Commander  Emmona, 
U.  8.  Naiyy,  to  assume  cominatid  oj  the  V.  S.  S,  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

Flaobhip  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Ray,  October  18,  tS62. 
Sm;  You  will  repair  to  this  port  in  the  l^  S.  S.  Jlatttrns,  under  your 
command,  and  report  yourselt  to  me  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Cuyhr. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

[D.  G.  Farraolt.] 
Commanding  Western  (hdj  Wockading  Sguadron. 

Commander  G&}.  K.  {i^mmons, 

Cmmnxinding  U.  S.  S.  Hatte.ros. 


Order  of  Rear-AdmiraJ  Fnrmgui,  17.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Rell,  U.  5. 

Naiy,  for  inivstigation  of  eharges  regarding  tJie  U.  S,  S.  John  P, 

Jackson, 

Flaosiiip  Hartford, 

PensarnU.  Octottrr  IS,  18^2. 

Dbar  Commodore:  Your  several  comuiunitrations  have  been 
received.  I  have  thought  much  of  all  you  said  from  the  fu-st  nionient 
vou  wrote  me  word  that  a  gunboat  htul  chased  the  Jackson.  You  will 
nave  these  charges  Investigaletl  as  s(Km  as  possible.  They  can  not  take 
long,  but  in  the  meantime  send  one  of  your  olliccrs  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Jackson  temporarily.  1  have  sent  for  the  Calhoun  to 
como  up  to  her  assistance,  and  the  schooner  Maria  Wood  goes  down 
to  report  to  you  for  duty  at  one  of  the  j>asses.  by  which  I  send  you  tlie 
3  boxes  of  Coston  signals.  1  will  soon  send  you  tlie  Anmaiooh  ami  the 
Winona,  and  then  you  nmst  send  the  Cayuga  round  to  report  to  Moms 
or  Smith. 

The  Cuyler  takes  the  place  of  the  Ilatteras,  and  the  De  Soto  goea 
home  for  repairs.  T  will  try  an<l  stop  up  or  o]jen  the  sound  with  an 
ironclad  soon,  if  I  can  get  the  Essex  aroujid  here. 
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Lee  has  gotten  Crosby  for  his  fleet  captain,  I  am  told.     At  least,  he 
has  been  ordered  home. 

Your  fii-st  lieutenant-commander  will  now  have  to  come  in  for  a 
comnmnil.     The  Pocahunitut  has  just  arrived  also. 

I  shall  send  you  the  Puyhr  to  cniii«»  ^^\\  with  Ihe  Movtgomenj  for  the 
ressels  expected  down  hero  to  nin  the  hlorka<lc  to  Mobile.     A  list  of 
, Home  I  have  sent  you,  and  now  send  another  frt)m  St.  John's. 
Verj'  truly!  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Hear-Admirai. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

lilockadtng  Mobile, 


Hepori  of  liear-Admiral  Famjffut,  U.  S.  Naxfy,  regarding  the  dUpaich- 
ing  of  the  U.  S.  5.  De  Soto  to  PhihMphia. 

No.  220.]  FLAoamp  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Bag,  October  18,  !Se2. 

Sir:  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the  De  Soto  to  proceed  to  Phila- 
delphiii  f(»r  repairs,  first,  on  aecouiit  of  the  reconuneiidatiou  of  llio 
bonrtl  of  survey;  wcond,  as  t  had  iu»  money  U>  pay  for  rfj)airs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

O.  G.   FAnRAOtTT, 

Rear^Adnnral,  Commanding  Western  Guij  Blockdg.  Stuiadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Jiear-AidniiraJ  Farratjui,  if.  S.  Nmyy,  tn  Major^Oenend 

Buffer,  C'.  S.  Army. 

FLAORTfTP  Hartford, 
Penmeofa  Bay,  October  ],'>,  1802. 
Dear  General:  You  can  scaKcly  imagine  how  completely  you 
have  pftralyzr<l  the  licet  by  taking  away  the  piU;h  from  Pensarfjla. 
It  was  our  sole  <U'pemience  for  the  repairs  of  our  vessels.  I  sent  up 
and  obtained  it-  as  fiusl-  as  retpiirrd,  but.  siHin  T  re<'eived  a  me.ssaj;e  by 
the  raptuin  of  tlio  steamer  that  I  could  not  have  it  without  a  requisi- 
tion; that  the  quarlemia-ster  was  collecting  it  off  the  beach. 
I  sent  him  word  that  1  wouhl  send  a  requisition,  or  pay  for  it  as 
[>od  a  price  as  anyone,  and  wrot>e  Uy  tlu-  quartermaster  and  General 
Jow,  receiving  for  an  answer  that  the  vessel  had  sailed  for  New 
Orleans  with  it.  I  slmll  now  be  comjielled  to  wait  ft)r  pitch  from  the 
North  before  I  can  calk  my  vessels.  F<)rlunalely  about  one-half 
of  the  vessels  have  been  calked,  but  they  retptire  repairs,  after  which 
it  is  ne<'essary  to  ealk  them.  When  I  saw  the  vessel  going  out  I  sup- 
Pposed  her  to  be  a  quartermaster's  vessel  and  gave  myselfno  concern 
about  her,  but  when  I  learned  that  lier  (mr^u  wtt.s  more  precious  than 
gold  to  me,  I  was  ^mWv  disap(>ointed  and  mortified.  I  had  told  the 
quarternuister  before  t^mt  I  would  rather  pay  for  the  naval  8tort!S  or 


310 


l^'EST  GULF   BIX)CKADING   SQUADRON. 


rptum  them  to  him,  and  that  I  wanted  all  that  we  had  for  the  use  of 
the  Heet. 

I  hui>e  you  will  have  some  of  it  delivered  over  tu  Captain  Smithy 
who  wiJ]  .send  it  hack  to  me. 


Very  respectfully  and  truly, 


Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  tic. 


D.  G.  Farraqut, 

lie^r- Admiral, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Nai%  to  Lieuieiumt-Vommander 
Sicard,  U.  S.  Natnj,  to  relieve  ActiTU^  LituienaiU  Woftdnyjrth,  U.  8, 
Navy,  of  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S,  John  P.  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Brookltk, 
Off  Mohih  Bar,  October  20,  U 
Sih:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  m  the  U.  S.  gunhoat  Kanawha  to 
receive  the  coinnmiid  of  the  U.  S.  gunhoat  John  /'.  Jackson  from 
Acting  Lieutenant  Selitn  K.  Woodworth,  tem|>orarily  suiwrseded. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bfxi., 
Commodore,  Commanding  the  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay* 
lieutenant-C'Omniander  Montoomery  Sicard. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida. 


Letter  from  Acting  Consul  Berkemeier  to  Commander  lienjihaw,  U.  8. 
Navy,  making  enquiry  regarding  rujuiway  alaves. 

Galveston,  October  W.  186$. 

Sir:  Having  learned  that  some  nmaway  negroes  found  refuge  on 
board  of  your  fleet  and  that  you  luive  declmed  to  return  them  to  the 
owner,  1  beg  leave  to  soUcit  your  information  if  mv  negroes  will 
l>e  regarded  contraliand  likewise  in  case  they  should  claim  your  pro- 
tection or  if  they  will  be  restored  to  me. 

Soliciting  your  reply,  I  have  ttie  honor  to  sign  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

J.  Behkrmkikr, 
Actino  Consul  for  Austria,  Saxony,  Holland,  Belgium,  Bremen,  and 

haheck. 

Commodore  Renshaw, 

Commander  of  the  U.  S.  Fleet  in  the  Harbor  of  Qalveston. 


Letter  from  Commander  Rtnshaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Consul  Berke- 
meier, reitponding  to  enquiry  regarding  runaway  slaves. 

V.  S.  S.  Westpield, 
Oah^ton.  Tejc.,  October  22,  tS&fJ 
Snt:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  tlie  20th  instant,  I  have 
Uie  honor  to  slate  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  why  I  should 
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make  an  exception  and  return  your  slaves  in  the  event  of  their  escap- 
ing from  yon,  particutarly  as  the  institution  of  slavery  is  not  recog- 
nised bv  any  ol  the  (lovemments  you  reprevsent. 
Your  ol>edient  senant, 

W.  B.  Kensuaw- 
Commnnding  Mortar  FlotiJlti  and  Blockade  of  Tex/tn  Coast. 

J.  Berkkmeikk,  Rsq., 
Actina  Consul  jor  Austria,  Saxony,  Holland,  Belgium,  Bremen,  arid 
iMOeck. 


Report  o]  Conimmlon'  BfU,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  U>  thr  return  of  Acting 
Lieutenant  Woodworth,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  tlie  command  of  the  v.  8.  5. 
John  P.  Jadcson. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Mofrile  Bar,  October  2:3,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Pocahontas  arrived  here  at  7  p.  m.  t<j-<lay  and  the  Cayuga 
having  sHiU'd  jusl  before  dark  for  Pensa<'ola  Bay.  1  return  the  lett-er 
fri»n  the  lionorable  Senotary  of  the  Naw  con(H'rninj;  uewspapi'r 
corrt'-spondeiiUs  by  the  Oneida,  wliieh  will  leave  here  for  Pensneola 
Bay  early  Ut-morrow  morning,  us  you  will  have  the  Cayuga  with  you. 
You  did  not  enclose  to  nte  tne  extract  from  the  Times,  as  you  sup- 
posed, but  sent  me  the  entire  letter  from  the  Press. 

The  court  of  encpiiiv  having  concluded  their  investigations  in  the 
case  of  Acting  LieuU^nant  Woodworth,  he  is  ordered  lo  return  to  tlie 
comnmnd  of  the  V.  S.  gunboiit  J.  /-•.  Jacl-Mon,  and  Lieutenant.- 
Commander  Sieurd  is  nrdei-ed  lo  return  to  his  station  on  hoard  the 
v.  S.  steam  shiup  Oneida. 

Tiie  Katahflin  will  lake  CapUin  Wtiodworth  to  the  Jacksin  to- 
morrow. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  aervant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Commodore,  Commanding  Blaclcade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  (i.  Kahragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  8.  Navy,  objecting  to  the.  imth- 
drauxil  of  regular  officers  from  his  command. 

'No.  224^.]  FLAORUn*   IlAnTFOHD. 

Pensacola  Bay.  October  ^S,  IS02. 
Sir:  I  have  very  few  officers  of  the  regular  service  for  the  vessels  of 
war.  I  have  but  »ine  lieutenant  to  eaeli  of  the  steam  sloops,  and  the 
Depart  nient  is  now  taking  away  the  olficers  eoinmanding  the  giaihoats, 
ana  1  really  have  now  but  tlie  lirst  lientenant.s  of  the  ships,  which 
leave-s  them  with  inexperienced  voiitli.s  for  their  e.TcecutivoH.  I  do 
noi  mean  to  complain,  and  am  willing  to  do  my  best  with  the  means 
I  have  furnished  me,  but  it  is  not  very  c()mplimentar\*  to  have  my 
officers  taken  from  me  at  the  request  of  other  commaudiug  oflicers. 
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I  do  not  object  to  any  of  them  leaving  at  their  own  request  for  their 
advancement  or  tlic  odvanta^re  of  the  coiintrj'. 
Very  iTsp<M'tfnlIy,  your  otiedicnl  servant, 

D.  0.  FARRAdlfT, 

lifar-Admira/,  Commandinff  Wfatern  Ouij  Btftchidiuij  Sifnadron. 

Hon.  GiuEox  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  thf  Xaiy,  Waxhin^tov,  I).  0. 


Report  of  Rtar-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  mfasures  for 
opertUing  against  Mobile. 

»o.  2a2.|  Flaoship  Hartford, 

Penmcoia  Bay,  (hlohtr  .?.?.  iSGS, 

Sir:  There  is  n  .snnill  strainluiat  here  cnlltMl  the  Sykrs.  drtivvs  'i\ 
feet  water,  Is  a  l-t-knut  stcaiiicr.  is  the  very  thinj;  I  wanl,  if  ihe 
Department  would  allow  me  to  pure]m.sr'  her;  she  can  catch  anything; 
in  the«e  waters;  can  ^o  anvwhi^re  up  the  rivers  when'  any  othej 
steamer  can  go;  and  in  a  little  time  I  can  have  a  ik'et  of  my  own  tak- 
ing. Nearly  all  of  the  Texas  coast  is  so  held  now,  except  Galveston, 
where  Commander  lienshaw  and  the  gunboats  are.  But  I  want 
those  gunboats  in  the  sound  durinj^  the  attack  on  Mobile,  so  as  to 
make  sure  of  thr  troops  at  Fort  Gaines,  if  1  su<'C4'(*d  in  t;elling  tlie  sol- 
diers from  General  liutler.  With  the  trtx>ps  in  the  rear,  tlie  steamers 
inside  and  out  of  the  island,  and  the  ships  in  the  hay,  ttiey  have  but 
one  of  the  two  alternatives  destroy  the  sliips  or  surrender. 
\vry  respecthdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  G.  Farraodt, 
lirar- Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Oiiff  Jihckading  Squtwron. 

Hon.  Gii>KON  Wkllks, 

iiecretanj  nf  ihe  Natyy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Blockading  inJitructions  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Narnf,  to  Lieu- 
tenant VomnutTider  FrankHn,  U.  8.  Navy,  atmnuindiny  V,  8.  8. 
Aroostook. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Off  AfohiJe  Bar,  October  2S,  1S6'2. 

SrR:  The  blockading  vessels  will  make  known  by  signal  the  appear- 
ance of  every  vessel  they  may  observe  toward  the  sea,  also  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  indicating  active  o|>ei*ations  or  change  in  his 
defenses. 

No  vessel  approiwhing  from  the  sea  shall  )»e  allowed  to  pass  inshore 
of  the  blockading  force,  but  wiJI  l>e  turned  outside  of  all  and  sent 
down  to  the  commanding  olEcer. 

Upon  Mgnal  l>eing  matJe  to  form  in  line  of  battle  or  order  of  sailing, 
the  vessels  wilt  take  the  same  relative  positions  in  line  that  they  have 
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on  the  blockade,  the  voasria  uoarosb  the  coramandin^  officer  forming 
in  lino  nearest  to  him. 

\'t'rv  rcapeclfuUv, 

H.  II.  Bki.l. 
Commodore,  Commanding  blockade  off  .\foliilf  Hmj. 

IjirMitcnant-rommaiuler  Samuel  R.  Fhanklin, 

CommandiTig  V.  S.  (hinhoaf  Aroostook. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
William  if.  fiamhle,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocakoniaa.  off  Nfobile.] 

Letter  JTom   Rmr-Admlrtil  Fnrragnt,   U.  S.  Xai*)j,  to  Major-General 
Buihr,  U .  S.  Army,  urgin<f  hnmediate  oprrotUniJi  fegoiitftf  Afohih. 

Fl-voship  Hartford, 
Penmcohi  Boy.  OcU>her  2S,  1862. 
Dear  General:  I  am  now  determined  to  gii  ahead  upon  the  forts 
at  Mnhile.  1  am  only  I"'id  t»_v  the  courts  and  lM>ards  of  c^xarninalion, 
but  I  will  never  he  in  any  l)etter  condition  for  the  attack  than  at 
present,  for  they  ai-p  taking  away  my  officers  every  mail,  and  I  will 
soon  be  paralj'zcd  for  nant  of  oflic<?rs  to  govern  the  vessels.  J  low 
long  will  your  expedition  be  gone  to  Opelousasil  For  I  am  becoming 
very  impatient,  and  will  have  to  go  it  alone  if  you  don't  hurry  up  & 
small  force  for  me. 

Very  tnily,  D.  G.  Faruagut, 

Rfnr-Adndnd. 
Major-Oeneral  B.  F.  Bitler, 

Commandituj  DeiKtrtmrnt  o]  (he  OidJ,  New  Orleavjt, 

P.  S. — Lieutenan(.-('<miniander  Fairfax  goes  licfore  a  court  of  on- 
quirv  upon  the  letter  of  Commodore  Porter  to  Kcar- Admiral  Davis, 
statmg  that  Fairfa.t  ran  away  frum  \\w  ram  Arkan-ntifi,  etc. 

D.  G.  F. 


Rejwrt  of  Liruienant-Commander  Ramtom,  U.  S.  Nainf,  regarding  oj)eTa- 
tioHs  fur  checking  the  artimty  of  the  enemy  hetween  Bonnet  Cam'  and 
Battyn  Rouge. 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Miytfifinippi  River,  below  Bonnet  Cam.' Church,  October  ^S,  JS62. 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  pas-sing  about  2  miles  above  Donaldson- 
yille  on  the  evening  of  the  Jdth  instant  the  Kotalulin  following  this 
vessel — a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  and  fii-erl  uport  b>;  the  for- 
mer. The  fire  from  her  Xl-incli  gun  and  Parrutt  rillc  being  returned 
by  a  volley  of  musketrv,  the  Katahdin  for  a  uiduumiI.  opened  a  brisk 
fire  from  all  gtms,  until  the  cavalry  having  disappeannl,  llic  enemy  a 
fire  having  ceased,  and  nothing  in  sight,  we  kc])t  on  up  the  river, 
anchoring  for  the  night  about  15  miles  below  Plaquemine. 

The  next  mornine  (^lat  instant),  being  informed  by  the  overseer 
of  the  plantation  abreast  of  our  anchorage  tliat  the  stir  had  been 
f  great  during  the  night  in  Donaldsonville,  in  preparation  for  our  return, 
that  four  pieces  of  artillery'  had  been  placed  at  the  sanu-  point  where 
tlie  KntaluHn  fired.  an<l  another  batter}'  of  tlu*ec  pieces  2  miles  below 
the  town,  I  immediatejy  determined  to  investigate. 
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I  got  underway  before  9  o'clock,  and  followed  by  the  Katahdin, 
steamed  down,  keepiiif^  a  sharp  lookout.  When  immediately  abrea*il 
of  I  he  place,  suddenly  1  saw  i)(mrds  drop,  disclosinj;  embrasures,  with 
guns,  on  the  brow  of  the  levee,  and  in  the  same  instant  we  received  tlie 
fire  from  four  pieces,  and  of  nuiskctry  from  tree  tops  and  fn^nn  the 
levee,  and  almost  in  the  same  instant  the  four  pieces  disappeared. 

The  fire  was  returned  instantly  with  shell,  graiM*^  and  shraf)nel 
from  hdth  vessels.  Bi>th  vessels  stopped,  turned  around,  and  threw 
shrapnel  and  gvape  all  about  the  vicinity  and  far  back  in  the  cane- 
brakes,  but  no  man  was  visible,  even  fi-om  the  mastheads — nothing 
except  I  lie  lips  of  h4>rsea"  eai-s  running  away  with  the  artillery. 

I  am  liiippy  to  state  thai  not.  a  man  was  injured,  though  three  of 
the  shot  passed  directly  i)ver  us,  <ino  through  l»ith  waist  hanuno<rk 
nettings,  destroying  two  hiiiumucks  and  some  rigging  which  happened 
to  be  stowed  there,  and  several  Miuic  balls  stnick  the  side  of  the  vessel. 

We  then  steamed  down  past  the  town,  and  on  approaching  the 
place  where  we  were  to  look  for  the  (itlier  thi-ee  pieces  I  threw  some 
Xl-inch  and  .'i2-pounder  shells  along,  but  the  reoel  battery  did  not 
appi'ar. 

We  kept  on  down  the  river, 

A  few  miles  al)ove  »lefTerson  College  we  stopped  and  dispatched  a 
boat  from  each  vessel  Uy  destroy  the  telegraph,  and  again  a  few  miles 
below.  It  seemed  to  be  in  good  working  order  between  Bonnet 
Carre  and  Dunaldsonville. 

We  <lestroyed  it  effeclually,  cutting  down  a  large  mimber  of  iioles 
and  bringing  o0  the  wire.  We  noticed  at  various  points  along  em- 
brasures lecently  cut,  apparently  an4l  evidently  in  readiness  for  use  by 
ilyiiig  artillery. 

We  unchored  for  the  night  about  lo  miles  below  Bonnet  Carre. 

The  next  mornin^^  (yest+rday)  I  went  down,  by  ap]>oiatment  with 
Brigadier4'ieneral  Weitzel,  expecting  to  convoy  liis  brigade  (in  trana- 
ports)  up  the  river. 

The  brigade  was  emharkc<l  and  about  to  start,  in  complete  readi- 
ness, at  4  p.  m. .  when  an  order  arrived  from  General  Butler,  postponing 
the  expedition  until  Friday  (to-morrow). 

After  much  anxiety  and  hopes  many  times  deferred  I  am  happy  to 
announce  tliut  tliis  expedition  Is  organized,  under  General  Weitzel, 
in  a  way  to  promise  su<H'ess  toward  checking  the  extreme  activity  and 
Inildness  of  the  rebels  in  this  region  lictwcen  Bonnet  Cam'  and  fiaton 
Kouge.  The  li>w  stage  of  water  the  high  banks  gives  the  enemy 
advantagas  over  us  which  we  tlnd  it  <iitlicult  to  meet.  Our  men  at 
(pmrtei-s  whilst  underway  now  are  liable  to  be  picked  off  by  tmmbers 
by  large  volleys  fnini  either  bank,  and  before  we  can  train  mid  Bre 
the  enemv  disappears. 

The  call  u|Hin  our  I'igilance  and  activity  is  very  .sev(*re  upon  oiiicers 
and  men,  but  we  lielieve  that  thus  far.  nt  least,  we  have  sustained  in 
every  respect  the  character  u\  VuiUHi  States  gimhuats.  I  have  every 
hope  that  the  expedition  now  afoot  may  result  in  handsome  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respet^tfully.  your  obeilient  servant, 

Geo."  M.  KAX.-wtM, 
Lieitt*^tuint-C^amnuin<ier,  ft  ml 
Senior  Officer  of  (wunhoat  FfotiJta  ahavf  New  Orleans. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fariuout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Hhckading  Squadron, 


WB8T  GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADKON. 


315 


Rrptiti  0J  Lieutennnt  Roe,  V.  8.  Navy,  coinmandiiw  U.  S.  S.  Kaluhdin, 
re^raing  an  engagaiierU  tpitk  the  enemy  above  DonaldsonvifU,  La. 

XI.  S.  Gl'nboat  Katahdin, 
MU^iseippi  liivfir,  October  2H,  t862. 
Sm:  J  have  to  report  tluii  on  the  21st  in.stnnt,  when  passing  down 
tiie  rivpr  in  companv  with  the  U.  S.  gdiihoat  Kineo,  just  above 
DonaldsonvilJe,  tlio  enemy  suddenly  revealed  a  masked  batter>'  of  4 
iieldpiei'es,  firing  upon  lis  with  Iheni.acmmpanied  !>y  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry. The  oniooi-H  and  men  lieingut  (juarters,  (he  Ktitahlin  relumed 
the  fire  immediately,  and,  together  with  that  of  K'meOy  (ho  enemy 
were  silence*!  and  driven  from  their  position.  We  slietted  the  place 
and  the  surrounding  country  effet- tually.  I  am  happy  to  roeord  no 
casualties  on  board  the  Katuhdin. 

Volleys  of  musketrv  are  freniiently  fired  at  us  Snnn  concealed 
places  along  the  high  hanks  of  I  he  river.  Wc  now  have  to  light  our 
way  regularly  up  and  down  the  river. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

K.  A.  Roe. 
Lirtitcnant,  Convnianding. 
Koar-Adniiral  U.  (J.  FAKRAdrr, 

Commanding  Wejtt  Gulj  Blockading  S(/u*idroH,  Pensacfda. 


Order  of  Cnmttufdort  Firfl,  U.  S.  .\ai*y,  Ut  IJfutfiuinl-CommandtrFfhi- 
gtr,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  commanduuj  U,  S.  6'.  Katiawlui,  for  the  restriction  of 
aif  iniercofirse  along  thr.  coani. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixxtp  Bkikjklyn, 

0^  Mohik  Bar,  October  24,  t86S. 

Sir:  You  will,  as  soon  as  you  get  your  supplies  on  board  from  the 
Connecticut,  proceed  to  Mississippi  Sound  and  reHeve  the  J.  P.Jackson. 
As  vnon  as  she  returns  you  will  report  to  the  r<unnninding  filficer  at 
this  station. 

it  is  desirable  to  stop  all  intercourse  along  the  coast,  and  to  that 
end  you  will  capture  all  sailboats  which  may  come  under  your  obser- 
valiou. 
To  get  into  the  sound  you  will  lake  the  Horn  I.«iland  Passage. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  11.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Commanding  Blx>ckade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Febioek, 

Commanding  V .  S.  (runhoat  Kanawha.. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
raffutf  U.  S.  Nawj,  regarding  cooperation. 

Ueadquabtkrh,  etc.,  Odobttr  f5,  1862. 
Sib:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  ^'our  dispatch  announcing  the 
great  favor  you  have  done  me  in  detailmg  Officers  King  [Wiggin  ?j  and 
[A.  P.]  Cooke  to  the  (H)mmand  of  my  boats.     They  go  otf  to-morrow 
morning,  and  I  tniat  will  be  in  Berwick  Bay  on  Monday.     1  doub* 
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y«Hi  will  hear  ft  g(M>d  account  of  them.  The  exprnJition  to  DonalUaon- 
viUe  started  t^-flay-  As  soon  as  wo  f^ct  thn>uj;h  with  this  little  job  I 
will  sond  over  the  same  troops  iind  light-draft  slcanicra  to  t-dojM'ralc 
with  you.  I  think  1  will  spare  a  regiment  and  some  pieces  of  arlUlery 
to  liold  (lalvoston.  if  that  will  he  suflicient.  I  have  not  suflicient 
infoniifttion  as  to  the  nnmherof  troo|w  reipiired  for  that  purpose. 

I  never  w»ls  more  astoiiishe<l  in  my  life  than  in  ix'ceiving  your  letter 
about  the  pit^-h.  The  historj'  of  the  transaction  is  this:  Some  person 
came  to  me  and  asked  fi>r  a  permit  to  I>ring  over  his  property  on  shore. 
It  tiever  occurred  to  me  tluit  it  wa.s  pitch,  or  anything  that  you  would 
want,  and  the  permit  was  a  m'ueral  tine.  Tliere  are,  however,  200 
harivls  more  pit<-h  h'ft  in  PcnsacoJa,  which  1  will  cmler  seiztvl  and 
brought  to  you  at  the  navy  yarfl;  and  if  it  is  reported  to  me  by  Gen- 
eral Dow  thtit  this  can  not  be  done,  I  will  see  that  suflicient  for  your 
use  is  sent  from  here.  Please  indicate  how  much  pitch  and  how  much 
resin  you  want  by  the  ri'turn  nf  the  Sijlcea.  When  by  any  act  of  mine 
I  paralyze  the  actions  i>f  the  Navy.  I  paralyze  my  own  ri^nt  arni,and  it 
has  been  a  siiurce  of  grief  to  me  that  you  should  even  think  for  the  days 
you  are  waiting  this  reply  that  T  knew  anything  of  this  transaction. 
1  send  von  by  tin*  Sykes  20  barrels  of  resin  which  1  seized  at  Fort 
Pike.  1  can  forward  you  tar  and  pitch  from  here  if  yon  do  not  get 
the  pitch  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  ordennl  the  St/lrs  to  act  as  a 
dispatch  Imat  between  this  |H>rt,  Ship  Island,  and  1Vn.sac4>la.  She 
moves  about  14  miles  an  hour,  and  a^  .she  wa.s  llred  inl^)  thn»e  times 
by  the  blockading  s<|uadron  and  dodged  the  shells,  and  the  captain 
does  not  like  1o  rppeai  the  experiment's,  if  you  will  give  her  a  number 
that  she  may  CHrry  at  night  and  distriluitc  it  among  your  squadnm 
we  sliull  save  accidenUs.  I  ibiti't  blauie  the  oflicers  for  shimting. 
After  the  fate  of  [CJeorgc  III  I'r-eble  I  would  not  let  anything  pass  me 
if  I  were  they.  Yon  kimw  I  believe  in  shooting  when  anybtKiy 
attempts  to  run  past.  As  she  Is  a  dispatch  boat,  may  1  ask  that  your 
ollicei-s  shall  not  detain  her,  because  I  wish  for  all  our  sakes  tliat  she 
should  make  rpgular  trii>a.  She  will  leave  here  every  S»itnrilay  and 
Wrdn4\sday  afternutjus  at '4  o'clock,  and  on  corresponding  day.s  frtun 
Pensftcohi  at  such  hours  as  may  give  her  the  best  dispatch.  I  think 
if  you  will  give  her  your  mail  1  can  arrange  with  the  postnnuster  so  as 
to  give  you  more  frequent  comnumication  with  the  Xurtli  than  in  any 
other  way.  Mrs.  Butler,  who  has  come  out,  sends  her  best  regards. 
She  has  a  right  Uvely  recollection  of  many  kindness^'s  rec^jiveutrom 
yourself  and  ollicers  of  j'our  command. 
Vei'y  truly,  your  friend, 

Ben.!.  F.  BtiTLER. 

Rejir-Admiral  FAiiKAOtTT, 

Commanding  GuiJ  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Brigad'}er--General    Writzd,   U.   S.  Army,  announcing  his 
eu/nini'i'  Itiln  Domtfdsfmtnlh  wUh>ut  ojrpoaiilon. 

HEAPQUARTRns    RksBRVR    BrigaI>E, 

DonaldsonmlU,  La.,Ocioher  25,  1862. 
Major:   I  have  the  honor  to  re|)*)rt  that,  in  acrcordance  with  orders, 
I  left  Carrollton,  La.,  yesterday  altcrno<Mi  with  my  command  and 
landed,  in  accordance  with  my  design,  at  Miner's  Point,  0  milets  below 
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this  placp,  directing  my  transports  t"  follow  up  the  column.  *  *  * 
I  eniorcd  this  place  withutil  opposition  about  10  a.  ni.  1  heard  so 
many  conHictinj;  rejwrts  as  to  tiie  streuj;th  and  position  of  the  eniMu y's 
forces  that  I  sent  out  a  reconnoissance.  *  *  »  They  drove  in  the 
enemy's  pickets,  and  rejwrt  the  force  encamped  on  l>oth  sides  of  Bayou 
La  Fourche,  and  represented  t^  them  as  numbering  3,000.  *  ♦  * 
I  have  not  tlie  least  doubt  but  that  the  enemy  will  concentrate  to 
meet  mo  at  Thibodeaiix.     *    *     * 

In  conclusion,  I  must  thank  Captain  [Goorpe  M.]  Ransom.*  in  couj- 
mand  of  the  Kinro  and  the  fjunboat  fled,  for  his  vijjorous  and  eflicient 
coopenition  with  nie  thus  far  in  my  expedition.  He  nuinifested  tliat 
aame  disposition  to  coitperate  with  the  army  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
powers,  for  which  he  has  already*  become  famous.  The  same  praise  is 
due  to  Captain  [Reij^art  B.]  Ijowrj',  commanding  the  gunboat  Sciota: 
Captain  [Frnncis  A^  Roe.  commanding  the  gunboat  Kaiahdin,  and 
Captain  |R.  K.  K.]  I^wis,  commanding  tlie  gunboat  Itanca.  My  trans- 
(H)rls  were  not  fired  upon  at  all,  so  well  were  they  covered  by  tho 
gimboats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>fclfuUy,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

O.  Weitzel, 
Brig.  Grn.,  V.  S.  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Rfxrrvr  Briqade, 

Deparfmenl  o}  tht  ihdj. 
Major  (Iboror  C.  Stroxo. 

AsHt.  Adjt.  (leu.,  DepartmetU  oj  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  oJ  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieulcnant-Commnnder  Blake, 
V .  S.  iXaiy,  nun  ma  lid  i  no  V.  S.  S.  U.  R.  Cui/Ur,  to  proceed  to  block- 
ade duty  HonihuHiid  of  Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  BnooKiAN, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  Octohtr  27.  tStJ:?. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  gunboat  B.  R.  Cvyler  to  bhwkadn 
the  coiust  to  the  itouthwai-d  of  Mobile  Bay,  kecj>ing  m-ar  latitude  '20" 
40'  N.,  and  between  HI""  W  and  SS''  :J0'  west  longitude,  and  will  be 
careful  to  overhaul  and  examine  all  vessels  coming  m. sight  of  you. 

The  V.  S.  gunboat  .ynntfjomenj,  Commander  Charles  Hunter,  is  on 
the  same  enusing  ground,  and  you  will  frequenlly  sight  each  otlicr. 
Very  respeclfuHv, 

H.  a.  Bki.l, 
('ommodore,  Oomirinndin^f  Blockade  off  Sfohde  Bay. 

Lieutenant-Commander  TIomek  C.  Blake, 

Ooinmandiny  U,  S.  Gnnbaal  R.  R.  Cuyler. 


Lettr 


Iter  from  Rfar-AdmiroJ  Farnujui,   U.  S.   Ntm 
Buiicr,  U.  a.  Army,  reyarding  conditum  of  affai 


NfiL*y,  to  S[ ajor-Oeneral 
>«  in  tfalreston. 


Flagship  llARTFORn, 
Penmrola  Bay,  October  3S,  Jfift3. 
Dear  General:    I  have  just  received  your  two  communications 
|)er  st<'amer  Sykefi,  one  in  relation  to  the  pilcli,  for  which  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you.     I  would  uot  have  required  any  to  be  sent  back  liad  1 
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kiiuwn  any  could  liave  be«ii  ubtaiiied  iii  PeiisacoU.  I  sent  up  there, 
mid  with  the  assistance  of  tlio  provost-inarslml  T  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing^ 7  l)ttrrel.s  <if  pitch  and  resin,  which  lias  kept  me  going  up  U>  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  your  present  supply  by  the  Syk^H  will  he  all-siiliicient 
for  some  time  to  come,  and  if  there  is  any  to  be  had  in  Fensacoltt  we 
will  probably  find  it  out  l>v  that  time,  but  if  not  will  let  vou  know.  I 
think  a  rejeiment  will  be  aH-sufhcient  for  Galveston.  Tfie  troops  will 
Ik^  istjlated,  as  the  fort  and  barracks  are  on  Pelican  Island,  and  with 
a  t^iiib«ai  inside  their  protection  must  fw  perfect. 

1  received  a  limj;  letter  t4>-day  from  Commander  Renshaw,  who 
informs  me  that  thei*e  is  more  Union  feoHnj;  in  Galveston  than  in  any 
place  he  has  been  at  out  here.  Tlie  people  say  that  all  they  want  is  to 
be  sure  of  tlie  support  of  tlie  Goverrnnent .  Thev  are  in  great  distress 
for  want  of  llniir,  wliich  is  wortli  $50  or  $H0  of  their  money,  aiul  they 
are  entirely  cut  i)fr  from  tin'  tuainland  bv  a  force  of  .snme  5,000  men 
posted  at  Virginia  Point,  the  opposite  end  of  the  railroad  bridge  which 
runs  from  Galveston  Island,  which  he  has  not  destroyed  because  the 
means  of  subsistence  of  the  city  people  woidd  be  destroyed  with  it. 
N(uv  they  permit  the  market  people  to  bring  their  articles  for  sale 
acmss  the  bridge  Ijy  band,  but  do  nol  allow  the  cars  to  run.  So  soon 
as  you  deLcrniine  to  wnd  tlie  troops  down,  if  you  will  let  me  know,  I 
will  send  .st>me  ves-sels  from  here  to  assist  in  the  transportation  and 

Ijrotect  your  tronps.  I  am  well  aware,  general,  yon  will  never  para- 
yze  the  operations  of  my  squadron  knowingly,  and  it  was  for  that 
reason  I  was  so  quick  in  writing  to  you.  Give  nxy  kind  regards  to  Mrs. 
Butler,  and  tell  her  I  congratulate  her  on  l}eiug  able  to  spend  the 
winter  with  yon. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARR.\orT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Major-Oenera)  B.  F.  Buti.er. 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nary,  proposing  to  open  the 
Mississippi  to  the  entrance  of  the  fied  River. 

No.  232.)  Flagship  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  28, 188g, 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  2d  instant,  I  would  respect- 
fully inform  the  Department  that  it  is  impractical >h»  for  the  gimboats 
to  guard  the  Mississippi  lliver  to  and  at  its  junction  with  the  Ked 
River,  but  should  they  so  desire  I  will  open  it  with  the  vessels  under 
my  command. 

There  are  heavy  batteiies  at  Port  Hudson,  with  which  om*  gunboats 
could  not  successfully  eope.     For  the  number  of  guns  mounted  thereat 
I  would  respectfully  reier  you  to  the  report  ot  Commander  W.  D. 
Porter,  who  rej>orted  having  engaged  the  i>atterics  with  the  Essex. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I>,  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GioEON  Wem.es. 

Secretary  of  the  Nai^j, 
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Lciter  }rom  liear-Admiral  Farraout,  U.  S.  iVary ,  to  Commander  HenshaWf 
U-  S.  Navy,  comrrtandin^  on  me  coast  of  Teias,  regarding  a  cooperaiijxg 
military  force. 

Flagship  Hartford. 
PertJsacfth  Bmj,  October  28,  1H6S. 
Sir:  Yotir  |ptt*r  has  bepn  duly  ret'eived.  Tho  coramuniration  in 
rrlation  (o  tho  n-qtiircd  forcr  has  f)oen  attondnd  to.  and  Gpnernl  Butlor 
has  promLsrd  to  st'iid  down  a  reginirnt  in  a  short  tinio.  Of  coiirsf*  you 
arc  thf*  host  judfjc,  being  on  thp  spot,  as  to  tho  force  ne<^essarv  to  hold 
thp  place,  but  I  should  suppose  a  gunboat  and  the  mortar  boat  would 
bp  anlo  lo  hold  it  wliile  you  make  a  visit  to  Matagorda.  I  send  you, 
however,  another  gunboat  to  go  inside. 

In  the  coiirst*  of  a  short  time  I  hope  to  have  time  to  attend  to  the 
cnlin-  coast;  as  il  is.  it  requires  more  vessels  to  hold  than  to  take  the 
places,  so  that  I  fear  to  reduce  my  force  too  much  until  my  heavy 
work  is  Mnished. 

Very  rea|>ectfuUy,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

D.  O.  FAItRAOUT, 

lirftr-Attminif,  Commtinding  Westi^rn  tluif  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  \Vm.  B.  Uenshaw, 

CotnmaiuHng  (/,  S.  Force9f  Coa^i  of  Tacat. 


Report  of  Flag-Offieer  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  tronsmitting  reports  regard- 
ing the  nature  of  iujurirs  sustained  by  the  U .  S.  S.  Essex. 

No.  229.]  FLAG.smr  IlARTPonn, 

Fensacola.  Bay,  October  2S.  IS62. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  two  reports  from  Commander  Caldwell,  now 
commanding  the  Exuft.  The  first  (marked  A)  does  not  at  all  corrob- 
orate Commander  Porter's  report  of  the  |H'rfect  success  of  the  vessel. 
The  second  (marked  B)  I  have  enclosed  in  order  to  show  the  destitute 
condition  of  the  men  and  oHirers  of  the  vessel,  most  of  whom  are  from 
the  wrecked  Sumter.  If  I  had  their  accounts  I  would  order  some  pay- 
master to  take  them  up,  but  as  it  is  the  officers  are  resigning,  as  they 
have  neither  money  nor  clothes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Henr-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkller, 

Seeretiinj  of  the  Na^ry. 

IKDclosunw,] 
U.  S.  IroNCI-AD   Gl'NDOAT    EsSEX, 

Off  New  Orleam,  September  20,  189$. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  t!ie  repairs  of  this  vessel  com- 
pleted, inclu<ling  the  machinery  and  boilers  and  the  plating  of  four 
porthole  shutters,  which  were  unliiiished  when  the  vessel  left  St. 
Louis.  The  re[>airb  of  the  shot  lioles  tiu-ougli  the  plating,  which  had 
to  be  done  by  pHtching.  was  a  very  tedious  process,  but  the  best  and 
most  expe<litious  that  could  be  adopte<l.  It  was  found  that  the 
attempt  to  remove  the  whole  plates  for  rejiairs  would  cause  a  delay  of 
monttia. 
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Sixteen  shot  and  ahells  have  passed  through  tlie  plates,  and  nine 
of  these  tlirougli  the  wtxxJuurk  also.  In  one  place  on  the  nort  side 
three  of  the  inner  onk  plank  wore  knocked  entirely  out,  nnn  a  sninll 
rifle  shell  exploded  in  the  dispensary,  nearly  destroying  it  and  culting 
up  the  hiitkhead  in  the  vicinity  qiiit<*  hadly.  Fragments  of  small  field 
artillerj''  shells  were  picked  up  inside  the  vessel,  and  one  rifle  shot 
tore  up  several  feet  of  the  wardroom  floor  and  buried  itself  in  the 
wheelhouse  aniidsliip. 

I  have  to  report  her  present  rontlition  as  follows:  She  works  slowly 
and  not  very  well;  although  running  two  engines  and  (wo  wheels 
she  can  not  be  kt>pt  under  complete  conmiaud;  she  moves  so  very 
slowly,  even  utidcr  full  steam,  that  when  the  river  rises  she  will  bo 
unable  to  double  the  points,  making  the  bends  withotit  tlie  aid  of  a 
powerful  tug.  In  the  present  low  stage  of  th(!  river,  with  si^'nrcely  any 
current,  she  does  veiy  well.  Tlie  vessel  has  settled  .s«'vcral  inches 
suiee  she  first  left  St.  Louis,  and  ran  not  cam'  the  .same  amount  of 
stores  and  coal  as  Formerly;  still  she  can  carry  enougli  (o  last  six  days 
full  steaming,  and  with  banked  fires,  one  nuintb;  her  prmisions  will 
last  the  same  time.  The  planking  under  the  heavy  plating  has 
ahnuik,  and  during  every  ram  the  vessel  leaks  very  Hadly.  It  niina 
the  provisions  an<relolliing,  and  rendei-s  her  wi'et<*hedly  uncomfort- 
able and  unhealthy  to  ofHcers  and  men,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  \ieen 
troidiled  more  or  less  with  the  fever. 

Tlie  veSvsel  was  designe<i  originally  to  l)o  always  under  steam,  and 
with  that  view  everj'thing  has  been  fittetl  accordingly;  she  heaves 
up  her  an<*hor  by  steam,  an<l  tlu^  only  pumps  in  the  vessel  are  worked 
by  steam.  In  case  of  s[)rinKing  a  Irak  or  meeting  wilii  un  accident 
causing  her  leak,  she  woulci  inevitably  sink  before  steam  could  be 
gotten  un,  in  ciwe  her  fires  were  out.  T)u»  deck  and  hatches  are 
usuaHy  about  3  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  now  with 
all  her  coal  iii^  battery  in  place,  and  pi^ovisions  on  boar<l,  the  forward 
guards  are  under  water  and  the  <ieek  just  level  with  the  surface. 

It  is  apparent  from  this  how  small  a  leak  wouhl  sink  the  veiisel 
unless  steam  was  u|i,  and  everything  in  readiness  for  an  frmergency. 

In  coming  pa.st  Vick.sbui^  it  seems  this  vessel  missed  the  ram 
Arkansas,  and  instead  .«trucK  the  bank,  where  she  hung  for  a  .short 
time.  Her  starboard  how  has  settled,  and  as  it  was  not  observed 
before,  it  is  attributed  to  this  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 
Commander,  Commanding  Ounhoat  FloHUa. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  in  ChieJ  of  WeMem  (rnlj  Bhtri-dff.  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Ibonclad  Steamkr  Kssex, 

0^  New  OrUam,  October  23,  1862. 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  forward  the  resignation  of  Master's  Mate  W.  F. 
CliOvSs,  formerly  of  the  Sumtfr,  and  transferred  from  the  Anglo- 
'Ameriam  to  llus  vessel.  The  cfuidition  of  this  olhcer.  and  in  fact  afl 
the  officers  and  men  from  the  Sunittr,  is  most  unfortunate.  They 
were  all  appointed  by  the  comman<ler  in  chief  of  the  Western  Flotilla 
to  serve  under  his  immediate  conunand  on  the  upper  section  of  the 
river.     They  were  not  able  to  leave  allotments  to  their  families,  and 
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flailing  witliont  h  pnyinftstcr  or  monoy,  thoy  liavp  Imd  no  pay  of  any 
amount  wlmtover  sincci  attaclicd  to  tlic  throe  difTorent  vessels  upon 
which  they  have  served  during  the  live  months  they  have  heen  In 
service.  They  have  heen  ohliged  to  Uve  on  rations  and  deprivo 
themselves  of  every  eonifort  and  privilege  since  they  volunleerod 
their  services  to  the  Government. 

When  the  Sumter  was  deserted  all  their  eiothing  and  personal 
cfFeets  were  left  and  lost.  The  conimaoder  of  t!ie  Smnicr,  Lieutenant 
Erhen,  has  heen  ordered  to  the  North  for  some  time  past.  There  are 
no  records  whatever  of  the  ve^wel  no  muyter  roll,  no  transfer,  no 
dejicriptive  list,  and  no  eviiience  whatever  a.s  to  tlie  iilentity  of  the 
men  and  ofhrer-s  hut  what  oavh  knows  of  the  others.  Some  men  claim 
tliat  tlieir  time  of  service  (tine  year)  expired  some  time  since. 

The  ciiso  of  the  nmrrieil  ollicers  and  men  is  pecnliarly  hard;  their 
families  have  heen  for  months  without  money  or  aid  of  any  dest-rip- 
tion,  and  although  sending  the  most  urgent  appeals  for  assistance 
thej^  have  mil  heen  ahle  to  pHMMii-e  a  cent  up  to  this  dale. 

r  would  respectfully  reeonmicnd  that  all  the  oiricers  am!  crow  of  the 
SuintfT  be  sent  home  if  their  place.s  on  hoard  this  vessel  can  be  supplied 
by  others. 

The^'  are  without  money  or  clothes,  and  their  families  are  in  abso- 
lute distress  f(ir  want  of  lud. 

This  vessel  is  allowed  four  masters  and  two  mates.     She  has  now 
three  masters  and  two  mates.     All  these  with  the  exception  of  one 
master  came  from  the  Sumi^r.    All  the  officers  of  this  vessel  witli 
this  one  exception  were  allowed  to  go  home  by  Commander  Porter. 
Very  rcsi>cctful!v,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 
Commander,  Commanding  Gunhoat  FlotiUa. 

Admiral  D.  O.  Fariiaoitt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery  of  the  steamer  Caroline,  October 


Baport  of  Bear-AdmixAl  FarrafaC,  V.  K.  Kavy. 


No.  236.1 


Flaqshtp  Hartford, 

Pemacoh  Bay,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  capture  of  one  of  those 
steamers  which  the  consul  at  Havana  had  inft)rme<l  us  of  as  "sus- 
picious." The  Montgomery,  Commander  Charles  Hunter,  one  of  the 
afohile  blockading;  vessels,  was  cruising  and  fell  in  with  the  Caroline 
ami  chtt-st'd  her  six  hours,  during  whicli  time  the  latter  thnjw  over- 
board many  boxes  or  bales  of  her  car^o.  She  showe<I  English  colors 
after  the  St ontgomery  commenced  firing  at  her,  but  did  not  heave  to 
until  she  had  been  struck  twice  by  the  Montgomen/s  shot.  The 
captain,  like  all  others  similarly  circumstanced,  professed  to  he  bound 
to  Matann>ras,  but  she  miraculously  got  U>  the  northward  and  east- 
ward in  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  northward  and  eoslwaril  some  hun- 
dred miles  out  of  her  course.  The  crew,  however,  say,  that  she  was 
going  into  Mobile  that  night. 

I  shall  send  her  north  for  adjudication,  and  if  she  is  condemned;  I 
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hope  she  will  be  sent  nut.  to  me  for  operations  in  the  shoal  waters  of 
the  coOvSt.  as  slie  only  draws  t>  feet  of  water  when  l()U(h*<l.  Tlie  ves- 
sel's L-ar^o  beinf;  iiiarkeii  luily  as  boxe-s  and  Imlcs,  with  tlio  exenption 
of  a  fpw  articles,  we  d<i  not  know  it**  true  character,  but  suppose  it 
to  be  principully  innnitionH  of  war.  T  lierewith  enclose  Commandef 
Hunter's  report. 

Very  respeet fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  Fakra<ut, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comd^j.  Wesiurn  Guff  Ii(<Kkd4j.  Squcdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  Df  Commander  Hunter,  U.  8.  Kavy. 

U.  S.  S.  MoNTGflMRRY, 

Off  Penmroh,  October  ,'A',  ISSS. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  (<i  n'liort  that  thiH  uiornini;  at  7:55  o'elock, 
our  posil.i<jn  Ix'iiig  tluTi  latitudp  'iE***  25'  X.,  linif^itiwlp  S7°  35'  W.,  wo 
Hts(H)verrH  from  thr  topniast  head  a  sail  bearing  K.  N.  10.,  we  then 
heinji  under  rasy  sU'ani,  strcrinj;  N.  IC. ;  immediHtcdv  pointed  for  the 
Bail  and  got  all  steam  up  a«  soon  as  possiljU'.  In  an  Koui-  or  more  saw 
that  the  sail  was  n  siae-wbeei  steamer,  and  we  came  up  with  her 
slowly.  At  1  p.  ni.  hoisted  our  colors  and  fired  rifled  gim,  but  with  the 
greatest  elevation  could  not  place  our  slielU  near  her.  The  stoamor 
did  not  .stop  or  show  any  c(>lfii*s.  We  continued  (iring  at  short  inter- 
vals, expending  17  shelfs.  At  1 :15  p.  rii.  saw  bales  of  j^oods  lluatin^ 
by  us,  3.S  in  number.  At  2:25  the  strange  steamer  showe*!  English 
colors  and  stopped  her  cngin(»s,  being  tlien  about  one-hnlf  tnile  dis- 
tant. At  2:'tO  we  rounded  to  near  the  chase  and  tw(t  h^mls  were  sent 
to  her  in  charge  of  two  officers,  with  orders  for  one  to  remain  on  board, 
the  other  to  bring  the  captain  and  his  papei-s  to  this  vessel. 

The  captain  oftbe  steanicr  soon  came.  I  asked  to  see  his  papers. 
Ufl  handed  me  his  crew  list,  certificate  of  ownership,  and  provisional 
register  of  the  English  steamer  Carolina,  fttrinerly  the  American 
steamer  Arizona,  built  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  1S,5S,  ,5S2  tons  burden; 
also  U'n  bills  of  lading,  or  what  are  so  terme<l.  but  not  .signc<l,  which 
he  said  were  all  (he  pupei-s  he  had.  I  saw  l'.l.5(}0  pounds  of  saltpeter 
in  one  of  the  bills.  ^\  hen  1  t^>lfJ  the  caotain  that  I  would  send  liim 
in,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  arms  on  boarcl.  He  said,  "Yes."  I  then 
went  on  board  the  Carolina  to  see  if  any  other  j>apei*s  or  any  log  book 
could  be  foun<l.  The  mate  informed  me  that  no  log  biwk  wa»  kept, 
and  said,  "  In  tliese  voyages  we  never  keep  any." 

The  engineer  said  to  me  that  we  would  not  have  caught  them  if  they 
had  not  had  lillle  steam  up.  1  ordered  a  prize  crew  on  l>oard  the  Car- 
oline and  brought  her  crew,  except  the  mate  and  two  or  three  sailors, 
on  board  this  vessel,  and  wo  are  now  on  our  way  to  Pensacola  to 
replenish  our  coal,  and  hope  t^»  leave  there  ttt-morrow  evening  and 
catch  another  vessel  with  contraban*!  of  war  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  .servant. 

riIARI.K.S    IlUNTKU, 

Gommnnder^  U.  8.  Navy. 
Rear-Adnurai  I).  G.  Fakuai;i  r, 

Commanding  Western  Out}  i^qiutdrvn. 
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Cepj  of  a  pftpor  found  on  board  the  ttesmer  Caroline,  formerly  the  Arisona,  Octobflr  20, 1 862. 

A  jirccn  liglil  shown  i>vpr  llic  sido  of  tho  voswl  will  iiidioato  a  friend 
wislunji  lu  ruinmunicaU'  or  run  in.  The  reply  of  a  grfi'ii  lij;hr.  will 
indicate  that,  il  is  snfe  to  do  so.  The  reply  of  n  red  lijjht  will  intlicut** 
that  it  is  unsafe  U)  i\n  8o.  The  replv  at  ifiat  lime  of  a  while  followed 
after  an  interval  by  a  ^reen  li^lit  will  indieaie  ihat  voii  must  try  the 
western  channel.  The  reply  of  a  white  li|j;hl.  followed  after  an  interval 
by  n  red  one  will  indieat^'  tnat  you  ninsl  try  the  easl-ern  (thannel. 

By  order  of  W.  L.  Powell,  colonel,  commanding  hrigade. 

U.  M.  Campbkm., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

The  4>(fi(^erH  of  the  cAptured  steamer  CaifMne  state  that  the  steam- 
ers ('uho  and  i'aiijornia  are  oxpeeted  here  every  nit^ht  to  run  the 
hltvkade.  They  are  to  nmke  the  land  to  the  ea.st ward  and  run  down 
close  along  the  heat-h.  If  they  find  they  can  not  get  in,  they  are 
expecte*!  t**  run  the  vessels  on  llie  heaeh.  discharge  their  cargoes,  and 
burn  them.  l)esertt*rs  st-ate  the  Orfto  is  expe4-te<l  to  ruii  out  imme- 
dittleiy  through  tlu^  Main  Ship  Channel;  draft  11  feet. 


Ord«r  of  Bear-Admiral  Forragvt  U,  B.  ITsTy.  to  LloDtanmnt-Commandar  Haxtui.  U.  B. 
Havy.  coDimandiDfi  U.  S.  8.  CooaecUcut,  regardUiK  UaaiporUUoa  of  tha  ouuter  of  prlsa 
il«aitt«r  C&roUac  (Ariuua). 

Flagship  IIaktfori*. 
Peyt^acolft  Bay,  Nm'ember  ^,  IS6J!. 
Sir:  You  will  receive  on  board  your  vessel,  for  passage  north, 
Captain  Fitrbes,  lately  commanding  [mzc  steamer  Carotint  {Arizuna). 
You  will  keep  a  strict  watch  u|ion  him,  a.s  he  is  a  dangeron.s  person, 
and  upon  your  arrival  in  New  York  you  will  hand  him  over  to  the 
Unit^  Stales  marshal,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  a^i  his  testimony  will  be  required  before  the  prize  court 
at  Philadelphia.     Captain  Forbes  is  an  American  citizen. 

You  will  furward  a  copy  of  this  communication  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  also  one  to  the  United  States  marshal  ut 
New  York. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  Ci.  Farragut. 
lieuto"»ant-Conimander  M.  Haxti'n, 

C'omma/ulin4/  V .  S.  S.  Cmmedicui. 


(TtOffRram.] 

Bal-timore,  Notyemher  It,  1S68. 

1>tter  from  my  son  jVlbort,  dated  off  Pensacola,  on  the  Hatijordt 
Octolier  29,  says:  U.  S.  S.  Mmittjomtry  cnint^  m  this  morning  with  a 
fine  aide-wheel  .steamer  loa<led  witli  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  which 
she  caught  about  .Ml  miles  off  Moliile  aft^-r  a  clmsc  of  7  hours.  She 
was  originally  calle<I  iUv  Anzfttw  Uyt  (rhanginl  to  the  Caroline,  com- 
mander by  Captain  Forbe^s,  of  New  Orleans,  formerly  of  Amboy,  N.  J. 
She  hails  from  Havana.  When  about  being  overhauled,  her  crew 
commenced  to  throw  overboard  anus,  etc.,  but  did  not  succeed  in 
making  way  with  much  of  her  cargo.  % 

C.  C.  Fulton. 

Captain  Fox. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admirdl  FarramU,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  French, 
U,  S.  Navy,  to  relinguisk  the  command  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Albatross. 

Flagship  Habtfobd, 
Penaacola  Bay,  October  29,  186$. 
Snt:  You  will  relinquish  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart  and  take  passage  north  in  the 
U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  reporting  your  arrival  in  writing  to  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  FARBAQtrr], 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Western  Chdf  Blockading  Sguadron. 

Commander  H.  Feench, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  additional 
officers  and  men  for  his  commajid. 

No.  241.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Pensacola  Bay,  October  SO,  1862. 
Sir:  As  so  many  officers  and  men  are  being  sent  north  from  this 
squadron  for  various  reasons,  I  respectfully  request  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  send  me  both  officers  and  men  to  fill  their  places.     I  nave 
none  but  the  very  youngest  officers  for  first  lieutenantcies. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretarj  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ilaxtun.  U.  S.  Natn/,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  C&nnecticut,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Ilermosa, 
October  30,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Connecticut, 

At  Sea,  November  13,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  October 
30,  I  captured  the  English  schooner  Hermosa,  of  Nassau,  about  15 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  Sabine  Kiver  and  close  under  the  land. 

Having  put  on  board  a  prize  crew  I  dispatched  her,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Charles  W.  Lee,  to  Key  West,  where  they  rejoined  this 
ship. 

I  enclose  a  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  tliis  ship  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Haxtun, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  LieuUnant-Commamler  Rus- 
«fll,  V .  S.  Nat>v,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  Kennebec,  to  blockade  the 

Pelican  OkanneU. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sukjp  Buooklyn, 

Ojf  MobiU  Bar,  October  St,  1862. 

Sik:  You  are  expectei!  to  cluse  up  llie  Pelican  Clmnneb  efTectually 
against  veasclst  running  in  or  out  limjuch  tliosc  ptusHcs. 

To  tit)  thin  y<»»  will  liiirlior  ilie  Kfiiiu-ber  cvitv  night  in  5i  fatlioniH. 
l)rinjLjin<;  PV>r(  Gaiiios  to  Ix-ur  l>y  compass  N.  by  111.  i  E.,  and  Sana 
Island  light  E.  by  S..  before  daylight,  dropping  out  of  raugo  of  the 
guns  at  that  fort  and  altering  \\s  bearing. 

You  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  a  copy  of  the  signals  concerted 
for  running  bUx;kade. 

Very  respwtfully, 

H.  11.  Bell. 
Commodore,  Commanding  the  Bhekade  off  MobUe  Bay. 

Lieutenant-Conimunder  John  II.  Kisskll, 

ComvianHin^  U.  8,  ChinbocU  Kennebec, 


I^.ttrr  jrom  Hfar-AdmirvJ  Fnri-amt,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U.  .S'.  Navy,  referriny  to  the  i'.  S.  S.  Florida  and  other  matters. 

Fl-AOSHIP    HABn-'OHI), 

Penmcota  Bay,  October  Si,  1862. 

Dear  Commopork:  T  r^reived  your  note  this  morning  by  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  had  myi^elf  inadf  up  my  mind  t-o  send  down  the  fl.Beah 
to  reheve  tlie  mortar  boul  f>.  //.  Lir,  but  I  do  not  undei-sland  whv  she 
docs  not  lie  insido  the  Imr  in  cumparalively  sinootli  water.  I  learn 
from  nil  tlie.sp  deserteis  (a  copy  of  which  I  se-nd  you)  ttjat  no  vessel 
has  gone  ont  through  Grant's  Pass  for  many  months;  not  since  the 
vessels  were  sunk  there.  If  there  were  any  vessels  seen  in  the  [Misaia- 
sippi]  Sound,  they  cume  out  of  some  of  the  places  ui  the  sound.  They 
say  that  all  tlie  vessels  that  they  have  known  to  go  out  here  liave  gone 
out  the  Swash  Channel.  They  say  that  the  Onto,  now  llie  Florida,  is 
bound  out  and  will  recpiire  iilf  your  vigilance.  I  want  to  be  at  them, 
and  as  soon  as  I  can  get  an  interview  with  Butler.  1  think  if  he  don't 
give  me  the  soldiers,  I  will  go  it  alone. 

1  have  just  had  an  inteUigent  Swede,  who  wa.s  quartermaster  on  the 
Florida.  lie  says  that  they  keep  on  deck  one  gmi's  crew  at  a  time 
during  the  night;  that  slie  lays  about  one-half  or  tlu-ee-fuurths  of  a 
mile  from  Sand  Island,  whore  the  light-liouse  stood;  that  she  is  only 
about  4J  feet  higli  out  of  wat^er;  has  no  bulwarks,  but  iron  stanchions, 
with  a  rope  run  through  them  around  her.  She  has  75  men.  I  think 
there  will  not  be  the  least  diiliculty  in  boarding  with  your  launch  and 
another,  ond  two  or  thive  smaller  boats  of  a  dark  night— darker  the 
belter.  She  is  a  little  lower  aft  than  forward,  so  that  1  tliink  you  will 
have  no  difliculty  in  boarding.  An  to  Mr.  Adams,  I  woulJ  like  to 
know  who  ha^i  a  command  junior  to  him.  You  can  put  him  in  the 
Jackson  as  1  learn  to-day  that  Woodworth  has  left  for  New  (ItrleanB. 
I  give  tnem  all  their  commands,  as  they  are  entitled  to  them.  But 
the  Deportraent  sometimes  takea  upon  itself  to  appoint  officers  to 
command  and  I  am  disappointed,  and  so  must  they  be  who  are  ordered. 
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I  fear  I  shall  be  compelled  to  fill  vacancies  with  the  youths  you  all 
examined  the  other  day.  I  do  not  mind  age  if  tliey  have  experience 
in  tlieir  profesaion.  I  shall  have  to  send  you  a  young  man  for  your 
first  lieutenant. 

I  iind  that  the  CaroUnf  is  loaded  with  powder,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition of  all  kinds.     I  know  the  cantain  very  well.     He  used  to  supply 
all  oiu-  wants  when  at  Vera  Cruz;  ne  then  commanded  the  Tennessee, 
Send  the  bomb  vessel  up  here,  the  O.  U.  Lee. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admirai, 
Commodore  Bell, 

Commanding  Blockade. 


Operations  in  Atchafaiaya  River  and  Bayou  Teche,  October  3t-Novem- 

her  5,  186^, 

Xaport  of  Li»at«naiit-Commaud«r  Bachaiua.  U.  8.  Havy,  eommanding  IT.  8.  B.  Calhoan. 

U.  S.  S.  CALHOfN, 

0^  Brashear  City,  Atchnfalaya  /^'^v^,  Nom-mher  9,  1H62. 
Sm:  T  liave  tlio  honor  to  report  that  1  left  I^ake  Pontcharlrain  nn 
the  afternoon  of  the  25th  of  ()ctobor.  to  proceed  to  the  Soutli  We-st 
Pass,  where  I  was  to  be  met  by  the  steamers  EstreUa  and  St.  \farys, 
and  to  proceed  from  there  lo  this  pla<'e,  in  order  to  cooperate  with 
General  Weitzel,  who  was  coming  along  the  railroad,  and  I  also  lioi>ed 
U>  catcli  some  Confederate  gunboats. 

I  had  e\-i>ected  to  brine  tlie  steamers  Kinsman  and  Diana  with  me, 
but  the  Kinstnan  broke  tlown  at  Fort  Pike,  and  the  Lhnna  not  having 
her  officers  or  crew  I  left  without  them.  I  arrived  at  the  South  West 
Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  liaving  run  aground  in  coming  ttirough 
Pass  i\  I'Outre,  and  left  in  company  with  the  Estrella,  Lieutenant- 
Couunander  Cooke,  and  the  U.S.  transport  St.  Man/ s,  having  on  lH>ard 
the  Twenty-first  Indiana  Regiment,  on  the  morning  of  tiio  2Sth.  We 
arrived  in  the  bay  the  morning  of  the  29th  and  inune<|jatply  com- 
menced stakintr  out  the  lOiannel,  wliieh  is  very  intricate  and  narrow. 
The  rebels  had  renu)ve<l  all  the  buoys  and  stakes,  but  we  by  iiartl 
work  managed  to  work  our  way  up  to  the  obstructions  in  the  chan- 
nel by  the  evening  uf  the  3Uth.  Tue  Kinsmaji  arrived  the  same  even- 
ing and  kept  the  pilot  busy  all  night  putting  down  stakes  to  get 
aroimd  the  obstmctions,  and  as  there  was  not  water  enough  for  me  to 
staer  in  I  hauled  the  Kinsman  alongside  and  put  all  my  guns  and 
ammunition  on  b<^a^d  of  her.  The  same  moniing  a  rebel  steamer 
came  down  to  take  a  lonk  at  us  and  lired  three  guns  at  us,  which  I 
retume<I  with  two  from  my  :JO-pounder  Parrott,  wlien  she  turned  and 
ran  fiack.  The  next  day  1  tried  to  get  the  Cofh&un  over,  hut  she 
rounded.  I  put  three  of  her  guns  back  and  started  with  t!ie  EstreUa 
or  Atchafaloya  River,  but  the  EfttreUa  also  ran  aground,  and  finding 
it  impossible  to  get  her  off  until  high  title  T  went  with  tlie  Kinsman 
alone  to  the  mouth  of  the  river;  but  finding  nothing  I  ran  out  into  the 
bay  and  anchored  and  sent  my  pilot  down  to  the  other  vessels.  He 
brought  t  he  EstreUa  and  St.  Mary  s  up  safely  the  next  morning,  and  Mr. 
Jordan,  the  executive  officer,  succeeded  in  getting  around  the  obstruc- 
tioita  and  about  h&lfuay  up  the  bay,  when  the  Calhoun  grounded 


I 


WEST  GULF   BLOCKA0IXG    SQUADRON. 


327 


a^ain.  We  tried  to  get  her  off  fin]  the  Kinsman,  but  not  succeeding, 
and  as  we  Imd  alrcadv  lost  so  inucli  time,  T  took  part  of  my  crew  and 
two  tpnis  on  hourd  und  started  for  t)iis  plurp,  when*  wt'  arrived  uhoiit 
7  o'clock  n.  ni.  of  tlic  1st.  rpon  gctlin};  olt  the  town  I  saw  a  steamer  s 
smoke,  which  I  immediately  mane  fur,  although  1  could  not  fire  upon 
her,  as  my  Parrott  gun  was  spiked,  how  or  by  whom  I  can  not  di^ 
cover.  1  ordered  the  I'Ulreila  to  open  fire,  however,  and  we.  a  short 
time  afterwards  getting  our  gun  clear,  opened  also;  llie  steamer  then 
ranK  her  bell  vcn'  londly,  and  we  heard  persons  singing  out.  '*  Don't 
fire,  '  which  has  been  corroborated  h\  persons  from  sliore,  when  I 
ordered  the  Estrella  to  cease  firing  and  also  the  Kinsman,  thinking  she 
had  surrendered,  and  for  tlie  EsireUa  to  run  alongside  of  Iier  and  board 
her,  she  tficn  being  about  1 ,500  vards  distant,  but  Captain  C\ioke,  mis- 
understanding the  order,  fell  Imck.  and  about  the  same  time  the 
steamer  fired  a  gun,  striking  the  Kinsman  under  the  piirt  bow.  I 
immediately  opened  on  her  again,  and  stilt  going  full  sihuhI  made  for 
her,  but  she  put  up  the  Atchatalava  Kiver;  and  although  we  followed 
her  for  nearly  an  hour  slie  succeeded  in  escaping  from  us  by  her  supe- 
rior speed.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gunboat  Cotton,  ironclad,  with, 
I  think,  the  guns  casemated  and  very  fast.  The  same  night  I  cap- 
tured the  rebel  steamboat  A.  H.  Srrfrr.  She  bclongc*l  to  the  (\  S.  Na^'y 
and  was  used  as  a  dispatch  boat,  (iml  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
[Acting  Miuster]  I.  C  Coons.  C.  S.  Navy.  The  crew  ran  her  on  shore 
and  dcfjcrtcd  her.  Slie  is  a  small  side-wiieel  boat  of  about  30  tons  and 
not  fit  to  go  outside.  I  brought  up  the  St.  Mart/'s  the  same  night  and 
anchored  off  Brashear  City.  We  landed  the  next  morning  and  found 
that  we  had  arriveii  too  lute  by  fortv-eight  hours  io  prevent  the  rebels 
from  crossing.  The  Diana  arrived  the  same  day,  and  shortiv  after- 
wards Mr.  Jordan  arrived  with  the  Calhoun.  As  soon  as  I  had  coaled 
1  started  with  all  four  b«iats  up  the  Atchafalaya  Kiver,  to  go  up 
Ba^'ou  Tecbe  to  Franklin.  .Vbout  5  miles  above  Patlersonville,  and 
3  from  the  mouth  of  the  Teche  I  found  the  enemy  posted.  The}*  had 
thrown  up  some  earthworks  about  2  mih*s  uj»,  which  they  deserted 
on  our  approach,  and  retreated  above  a  bridge  called  tlie  Cornay 
Bridge.  I  opened  on  them  with  my  Parrott  gun,  but  carrying 
away  the  chocks  to  which  the  breecbiiig  was  .secured  I  was  obliited  to 
stop  to  iTepair.  I  sent  Cftplain  Cooke  ahead  with  the  other  two  boats, 
when  lie  soon  came  in  range  of  the  Coftmi,  wlio  was  posted  above  the 
bridge,  and,  as  we  soon  found  out,  they  had  also  the  river  obstruclcd. 
The  second  or  third  shot  struck  the  RfttrfUa  on  her  port  rail,  killing  2 
soldiers  who  were  working  a  24-pounder  howitzer  anfl  wountlmg 
another  man  and  b\90  carrying  away  the  F.strella'H  wheel  ropes.  The 
Eatrella  was  obliged  to  run  on  shore  to  allow  the  other  boat«  to  |>aa8, 
the  Teche  lining  here  very  narrow.  The  Diana  and  Kinsman  kept  on, 
but  the  /JiVimi  Imving  her  Parrott  guns  mounted  on  an  iron  carriage 
got  it  fnul  and  was  ol)l)ged  to  stop.  Tlie  Kinsman,  however,  kept  <jn 
up  to  the  bridge:  and  1  would  respectfully  bring  to  your  notice  the 
conduct  of  Actmg  Master  George  Wiggin,  commanding  her.  He  put 
his  ship  right  up  to  the  battery  on  shore,  which  I  have  since  learned 
consisted  of  eleven  (iehlpieces,  and  within  1,000  yards  of  the  Cotton. 
which  was  as  close  as  he  could  get.  He  drove  off  the  field  pieces  ana 
kept  up  lire  with  his  rilled  gun  on  tho  Cotton.  He  received  .54  shots 
througu  his  hull  and  upper  works  and  bad  three  through  his  flag. 
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He  hftd  ono  round  shot  through  his  shell  room  and  ino^zme,  but  for- 
tunately it.  did  no  mon*  dania^r  ttmii  to  dostixty  <'l4*v4'n  slu'U  boxes  and 
to  knock  tlio  sabots  off  of  the  shells,  He  bad  1  man  killed  and  5 
wounded,  one  uf  wliich  (bis  lake  pilot)  died  next  day  from  tlie  eirects 
of  amputation.  I  hurried  up  as  soon  as  1  heard  the  tiring  rtiid  ran  my 
stem  up  to  the  bridge,  arui  llndin^  the  Kin^tnan  wtxa  leaking  badly 
ordered  Captain  Wig^n  to  biiek  out  of  range.  By  running  my  bow 
into  the  bank  I  brought  my  |>ort  l>roadside  to  l>ear  on  the  V*ftton. 
She  stood  forabout  twenty  minutes,  when  she  backed  up  around  a  turn 
in  the  Teehe  and  soon  got  out  of  our  range.  The  /'!ftin>l!it  and  Diana 
also  by  tliis  time  wei-e  up,  and  after  shelling  the  woods  we  landed. 
T  tried  to  haul  the  obstructions  away,  and  also  iried  to  force  the  Diana 
over,  but  could  not  succeed.  As  night  was  coining  on  I  did  not  think 
it  pioident  to  lay  in  the  Terhe.  where  the  enemy  could  come  all  amnnd 
us  at  night  and  iijc  upon  u.s  with  musUetry  and  artillery  without  our 
being  able  to  see  them,  so  1  retuiued  to  Brashcar  City  to  repair  dam- 
ages and  bury  the  dead. 

The  VoUon  made  some  excellent  firing;.  I  received  eight  shots,  three 
of  whicli  were  in  the  hull,  on  the  port  side,  two  in  my  port  wheelliouse, 
one  in  my  .slarbnHr<l  wheelliouse,  and  two  in  my  port  rt»iind  house- 
None  of  them  did  any  material  damage  or  hurt  a  pe]*son  on  board. 
The  Estrdh  wa.s  touched  three  times,  as  was  also  tlie  Diana.  None  of 
us  had  our  machinery  touched.  The  obst  met  ions  consist  of  a  steamer 
called  the  Fhjratrhtr  and  a  schooner  loaded  with  bricks  suidc  across 
the  channel,  and  then  live  oak  thrown  in  all  around.  With  a  land 
force  to  protect  us  on  the  banks  1  could  remove  the  o Instructions,  I 
think:  but  as  it  U  now,  witli  the  Cotton  firing  upon  u.s  and  a  large  force 
on  shore,  I  think  it  is  e.\i>osing  my  men  unnecessarily.  The  whole 
rebel  force  was  there,  we  learned,  under  General  M<mt.on,  numbering 
from  three  to  four  thousand  men.  We  cut  tiiem  up  ]>retly  badly,  and 
they  have  since  moved  their  camp  up  to  Centreviue.  which  is  '.i  miliw 
above  the  obstructions,  onlv  keepmg  their  cavalry  and  artillery 
below.  Wo  were  busy  all  the  next  day  repairing  damages.  The 
morning  of  the  5th  I  started  up  again  with  tiie  Entrflla,  leaving  the 
other  boats  to  cotitiime  their  repairs.  We  drove  them  off  as  before, 
but  I  did  not  escape  as  luckily — a  shot  from  the  Cotton  striking  the 
port,  for\i ard,  stnick  olf  my  Parrott  gun.  killing  2  men  almost  in.stantl^ 
Tlieir  names  ai-o  William  Cameron  ami  William  Hislop.  My  ollicers 
and  crew  have  all  behaved  excellently.  The  crews  of  all  the  vessels, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Diana's,  who  are  volunteei-s  from  the  frigate 
Mississippi,  and  ten  men  on  boaid  the  blsinUa  from  the  Ptnsacola, 
have  been  shi])ped  in  New  Orleans,  and  all  have  behaved  well. 

On  the  6th,  Acting  Master  Weeks,  in  command  of  the  Diana,  while 
cruising  in  Grand  Lake,  heard  of  some  cotton,  which  he  went  after 
and  brought  to  this  place.  It  was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  agent, 
a  Mr.  Todd,  who  represents  himself  as  a  Union  man,  to  prevent  the 
rebels  from  burning  it.  I  would  respectfully  wish  to  know  what  dis- 
position is  to  be  made  of  it.  Then-  are  255  bales.  The  owners  ai-e 
represented  as  Union  men  also,  and  live  in  Kranklin.  The  next  day 
I  started  Acting  Master  Wiggiu  in  the  Kin^nan.  taking  along  with  him 
the  S*'ger,  to  capture  two  sleamei-s  which  I  had  heard  of.  After  some 
troul>le,  he  succeeded  in  finding  them,  stored  away  in  a  small  bayou 
called  Bayou  Chcval,  about  9  miles  from  Grand  Lake.     The  steamers 
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he  found  to  be  almost  useless,  one  of  them,  t!ie  Osprey,  havine  no 
wlieel.  ami  jmrt  of  her  machinery  gone,  Htiil  the  other  one,  the  /.  P, 
Smith,  all  rultcii.  He  r<iiiri<t  it  iiii|t(issihli*  tu  p>l  ttieiii  out,  they  liav- 
me  heeii  nin  Iwinl  aslion-,  niiil  upon  <'oiisuhinp  with  my  chief  engineer, 
whom  I  had  sf'nt  ivlon^,  us  to  the  possihility  of  their  heing  repaired, 
he  concluded  to  burn  them.  He  was  also  induced  to  hum  them  from 
the  fa**!  that  he  found  a  tjanp  on  lx>ard  making  bowie  knives,  and 
nioldin|r  btiekshoL  and  Imllet.s,  and  also  found  an  order  X*>  the  inp- 
lain  to  burn  them  if  the  Yaid<ee.s  eanie  up.  >Ie.  Look  the  rapinin  ot 
the  Smith  an<l  a  Captain  (_'aldwell,  wlio  commaudetl  u  fonipaiiy  about 
there,  with  lii.s  <i;ang,  prisoners,  all  of  whicli  I  have  turned  over  to 
Colonel  McMillan. 

The  Cotton  is  in  such  a  position  that  she  can  not  escai)e.  She  can 
not  go  much  farther  up  the  Teche^  and  she  can  not  get  out.  I  keep 
boats  running  up  and  down  ttiere  every  day,  but  I  have  given  orders 
not  to  engage  her  unle.ss  there  is  some  prosiwct  of  su<;cess,  as  we  arc 
all  rather  short  of  ammunition,  particularly  Parrott.  as  we  have  to 
use  our  bow-  guns  most  all  the  tmie.  From  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  gain,  we  have  so  far  struck  her  various  tiuu'H,  but 
our  shot  glanced  off  her  iron  casing.  I  saw  this  myself  the  oilier  day. 
We  have  had  her  on  lire  three  times,  once  by  the  KutsmHti  and  twice 
by  this  .ship.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  we  Ijave  killed  4 
men  on  board  and  wounded  several,  and  also  killed  and  W4)unded  a 
number  on  shore  the  first  day.  and  killc<i  1  two  days  afterwards.  1 
intend  to  try  her  again  by  sending  the  two  light-draft  vessels  around 
into  Grand  Luke  to  get  in  her  rear,  wliile  I  go  up  and  engage  her  in 
front.  I  think  they  can  get  within  a  mile  of  her,  but  they  will  have  to 
fire  over  woods.  vVe  ret^eived  a  small  supply  of  ammunition  to-*lay, 
but  not  enough,  ns  the  rebels  are  be^nning  to  be  troublesome  on  the 
banks  ol  tlie  river  and  the  Teclie.  Tliere  was  a  large  lot  sent  out,  but 
tlu'ough  some  carelessness  the  train  was  blown  up. 

Tlie  ii'bels  on  leaving  thLsijlace  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  sugar,  and 
burne<l  up  over  100  cars.  Tlie  planters  here  have  almost  all  deserted 
their  plantations,  and  taken  their  negroes  witli  them.  T  forgot  to 
mention  tliat  I  also  liad  a  num,  tVauk  Bien,  unlinary  s<.»aman,  killed 
on  the  5th  by  the  premature  explosion  of  a  Dahlgrwn  shell  from  a 
24-pounder  howitzer  on  board  of  the  KstreUn.  The  E.stnlhi  wu.s  little 
astern  of  me,  and  the  Teche  being  very  narrow,  she  was  obliged  to 
fire  very  near  over  my  quarter  deck,  a  piece  of  shell  struck  him  in 
the  back  and  killed  him  nearly  instantly.  As  the  channel  ih  very 
narrow  and  intricate  in  coming  through  the  hay,  I  would  respectfully 
request  to  know  if  1  could  have  authority  to  have  it  staked  out  and 
the  buoys  placed,  most  of  which  are  here.  The  pilots  are  the  only 
persons  I  would  have  to  employ.  Vessels  of  7  feet  draft  could  then 
enter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ThOS.  McKeaN    BUCITANAX. 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Kear-Admiral  David  G.  FAnRAUur, 

Voinmanding  West  (^uH  Wovkading  Squadron, 

Flagship  llartjord,  New  OrieaTis. 
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Latter  from  Major-Oeneral  Bailer.  U,  K.  Army,  to  Bear-Admirkl  Farragat,  C.  8.  Hary, 
forwarding  copy  of  report  of  LiaDtanant-Comraaader  Boebatuui,  U.  ft.  Navy,  eommand- 
iDg^  n.  B.  B.  Calhomi. 

Heaixjuakteks  Department  of  the  Gpi-f. 

Ntnvtuher  6*.  IS63. 

I  am  pleased  i()  rotiim  to  j'tm  u  ropv  iif  LuMiteimnt-<'omu»ander 
Buchanan's  report  of  his  operations  at  J^'rwick  Ray.  T  ain  si>rr)'  to 
say  that  owing  to  the  storms  and  dehiys  necessHry  and  uiniocossary 
in  movm^  our  Meet  we  were  not  al)le  to  get  thoi-o  tlireo  days  sooner, 
when  we  should  have  infaUihly  ]>a^^od  tlie  whole  rebel  party.  Now, 
as  it  is,  we  must  d<j  the  best  we  can. 

We  are  propasing  to  go  farther,  ami  may  yet  he  employed  some  days 
upon  this  matt<*r.     I  will  keep  you  informed  of  all  furtlier  operations. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Benjamin  K.  IUtler, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  FARRAorT, 

Commanding  Western  Blockading  Squadron. 

IT,  S.  S.  Cauioun, 
Off  Brashear  City,  November  4,  t86B. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  off  here  on  the 
night  of  the  1st,  but  unfortunately  too  lat«  to  stop  the  rebels  fi-om 
crossing.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  dilHeulty  in  getting  over  the  bar, 
and  felt  the  want  of  uur  light-draft  vessels  very  much.  The  day  the 
Kinsman  arrived  I  erossed  iu  her,  and  tried  to  get  the  EMreUa  over, 
but  she  grounded.  I  came  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  saw 
nothing  but  the  Uari,  which  we  chased  but  could  not  catch.  We  got 
the  Estrcda  and  Saint  Mary's  over  the  next  day,  and  the  following  oay 
the  Calhoun  came  up  with  the  Diana. 

The  night  of  our  arrival  we  chased  the  rebel  gunboat  Cotton,  but 
she  got  awav  from  us  by  her  supenor  speed.  Tlie  same  night  we 
captured  the  rei)el  steamer  -I.  B,  Seger.  She  is  a  smalt  boat,  about 
the  siw  of  the  Fancy  Xaichez,  and  is  very  useful. 

Vi'sterday  I  went  with  nil  "the  gunboats  up  Bayou  Teohe  and  found 
the  enemy  about  14  miles  from  nere,  posted  iibove  the  obstructions 
they  had  sunk  in  the  Teche.  We  engaged  them  for  two  hours  and 
dix)ve  them  olf,  as  we  also  did  the  Cotton.  The  Kiinnman  bore  the 
brunt  of  it,  and  received  54  sljots  in  her  up|)er  works  and  hull  and  had 
I  man  killed,  a  soldier  of  the  Twenty-first  Indiana,  and  5  wounded. 
The  pilot,  Jolm  BeUno,  had  his  leg  hadly  sliattercd  and  died  to-day 
from  the  ciTects  of  amputation.  Captain  Cooke,  iu  the  Eatrdla. 
received  three  shots  and  had  2  soldiers  of  the  Twentv-lirst  Indiana 
killed  whilst  working  the  guns  and  1' badly  wounde^l.  The  Diana 
re<eived  three  shots,  but  had  no  person  hurt-.  She  will  have  to  be 
hauled  out  as  her  stem  is  shot  away.  I  received  eight  in  the  Calhoun, 
but  furtunately  they  did  no  material  damage. 

Captain  Wiggin  fought  his  ship  nobly,  lie  was  in  such  a  position 
that  lie  received  all  tlie  fire  fiom  the  artillery  on  shore  and  at  the  same 
time  had  the  Cotton  playing  upon  him;  hc^  however,  drove  the  artil- 
lery away  and  put  several  sliots  into  the  Cotton.  The  whole  rebel 
force  was  there,  numbering  between  3,000  and  4,000 men,  with  70  lield- 
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pieces.  We  hear  to-doy  wedid  them  a  groat  deal  of  daniaf;e  and  that 
the  Cotton  is  sunk.  Tliey  had  thrown  up  a  tniui  fort  on  this  side,  but 
cvaeuated  it  on  our  arrival.  We  tried  to  remove  the  obstructions.  Iiut 
could  not  succeed,  but  I  think  that  when  General  Weitzel  arrives  so 
aa  to  protect  us  from  sharpsliooters  on  the  Imnk.  wo  can  do  so.  I 
keep  njnnin^  up  and  down  all  the  time  so  as  to  keep  the  river  clear  of 
the  obstructions. 

We  can  make  ail  our  repairs  here,  and  I  will  have  the  Kinsman 
ready  for  service  to-morrow.  The  IHona  is  getting  timber  out  for 
Colonel  Thornas  to  repair  tlie  bridge  at  Bavou  Banif.  Tlie  enemy 
destroyed  about  1,000  hop^heads  of  siipir,  alot  of  mola^st's.  and  also 
bunied  9S  can*  and  '.\  enjjuies. 

I  send  re<iiiisil  ions  for  amnmnilion  for  the  tlinn*  gunboats,  which  we 
want  verv  bailly,  as  we  fii-ed  away  a  good  deal  yesterday,  and  I  expect 
to  have  a  "ood  deal  more  firing  to  tio,  and  also  for  some  blouses  and 
slioes  for  the  men  that  have  been  shipped.  It  is  alwolutelv  necessary 
that  they  should  have  some  clothing,  and  I  hope  you  will  or<ier  the 
quartermaster  to  furnish  it.  We  have  got  all  the  steamers  above  us, 
but  I  am  afrai<l  they  will  burn  them.  The  oITumts  and  men  behaved 
splendidly.  The  (■oHon  is  iron-ca.sed,  and  did  some  excellent  shoot- 
ing. She  mounts  one  long  32-pounder,  four  24-pounders,  and  two 
6-pounder  rifle  ^ns. 

The  iron  casing  on  the  Kinxm/itf  and  the  Diana  turned  the  shot 
beautifully.  Captain  McLaflin,  who  was  on  board  the  Calhoun  with 
his  comi)any,  went  on  shore  with  his  men  and  tried  to  get  opposite  the 
Cotton,  out  before  he  got  up  to  her  she  hud  left.  If  ahe  has  not  been 
Bunk  we  will  get  her  yet.  I  shall  send  the  coal  schooner  back,  as  we 
do  not  want  her,  there  being  plenty  of  coal  here. 

Novftnher  -7. — I  have  just  returned  from  another  (rip  up  the  Techo 
with  the  KttfreUa.  I  had  '^  men  killed  by  a  shot.  The  Cotfnn  was 
there.  Thev  had  a  batterv  on  each  bank,  but  we  sucrceded  in  driv- 
ing them  all  off.  I  can  Oo  nothing  until  General  Weitzel  arrives. 
They  are  now  strongly  posted  at  the  oljstructions.  and  although 
I  can  drive  them  off,  I  <;an  not  work  at  them.  We  want  some  more 
ammunition  now  badly.  I  think  the  Cotton  is  caseniated,  as  our 
shell  glanced  off.  Wo  had  hiiu  on  fire  once.  Wo  could  plainly  see 
our  shot  strike  him,  IhiI  be  fight.s  bows  on. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McKeas  BrcnANAN, 

Lieutenant,  CoinmaTiding. 

Major-General  Hexjamin  V.  Hrri-KK, 

Headquartera  Department  of  the  Qui]. 


£xtraets  fK>m  dUry  of  AHUttnt  Engineer  Baird,  M.  8.  8.  Cklhoon,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

October  SO,  ISGi. — We  steamed  up  the  AtK-hafalaya  Baj',  towing 
the  schooner,  and  auchoi-ed  in  84  feet  of  water;  the  Ctdhmn  drew 
about  7  feet.  Martin  Freeman,  the  pilot,  wont  in  the  cutler  to 
sound  out  the  channel  (rebs  had  removed  buoy's);  the  channel  shifts. 
About  2  p.  in.  the  rebel  steamer  J .  A.  Cotton  came  down  the  bay  and 
fired  two  shots  at  us.  to  which  we  replied  with  the  30-noundor  Parrott 
gun  three  times.     She  beat  a  hasty  retreat.     It  was  plain  our  gun  had 
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a  much  greater  range.  I  was  sorry  we  had  not  used  a  smotith 
32-]>()un(ler  and  thus  gotl^'n  her  nearer. 

Oct4>her  d/.— Aground  again.  It  looks  a.s  if  we  can  not  zet  to  Ber- 
wick Ray.  Ciiri-ent  i.s  slioii}?  ajrKJn.st.  ii.s  and  it  is  liaru  to  steer. 
Our  entire  haMi*rv  is  transfern'<l  to  the  Khuinwti.  willi  shot,  shell, 
etc.,  to  lighton  her.  The  sleanier  (■oiion  eomes  down  in  sight  ngain 
and  Buchanan  goes  aboard  the  Kinamfin  with  Second  .\s.sistanl  Kngi- 
neer  Bruwn.  .T.  K.  Straw,  niaster-at-anns,  Alphonso  Farror,  clerk, 
Lewis,  Kodgei-s,  Smith.  Jlenry,  Williams,  Cameron,  Kelley.  Oonelly. 
Davigh.  and  (livens,  of  tlie  C*jIhounn  crew,  and  chased  the  rebel 
gunboat  up  the  bay.  Acting  Master  Jordan  sounds  out  a  channel 
and  stakes  it.  so  we  mav  nm  and  get  that  gunboat,  llirn  we  move 
hidf  mile,  followed  by  the  St.  SfarfjK  nnd  the  coal  schnniior,  and  we 
stick  in  the  mud  again  for  the  night. 

Noi'ember  i?.  .Ionian  put  out  a  kedge  and  ran  the  haw.ser  tn  the 
paddle  shaft.  AVe  backed  the  engine  hard  and  the  sliii>  flouted. 
The  Kinitman.  lytnna.  and  AV/rc/Za  ha*!  gone  iihead.  but  hefore  we 
could  overtake  them  they  had  driven  the  rebel  gunboat  up  ihe  bay 
and  hail  captured  Berwirk  Bay.  with  the  town  <if  Briishear  un  one 
side  and  Berwick  (m  the  other.  We  liad  taken  the  sloop  in  tow,  with 
one  of  the  prisoners.  Eniilo  J^a  Fontaine,  in  her  to  steer;  she  capsized 
and  poor  Kmile  was  drowned.  Tlie  rebels  had  run  their  locomotives 
into  each  other  at  BrashearCity,  nnd  smashed  them  badly;  they  had 
burned  the  bridge  over  Bayou  Kamas  (2  miles) ,  over  Bayou  B<*ruf ,  5 
miles  from  Braslicar.  lowar<i  New  Orleans,  t^ieneral  Banks'  armv 
had  advarued  fnun  Bayou  La  Fourche  toward  tlie  Boeuf;  the  sol- 
diei-s  landed  from  the  A'jt.  Mary's,  and  among  them  were  mechanics — 
locomotive  builders  and  bridge  builders.  They  found  the  parts 
which  had  been  removed,  and  out  of  three  or  four  wrecked  engines 
they  had  one  fit  to  run  in  threo  da5'8.  Wo  pave  them  some  tools, 
bar  iron,  etc.,  and  they  pressed  not  only  the  vdlage  smilhv  into  serv- 
ice, but  the  smith  himself.  The  bridges  were  restored  liy  General 
Banks's  soldiers.  We  did  not  capture  the  Cotton;  she  was  too  fast; 
escaped  into  Bayou  Te<die  and  obslriK'tions  were  sunk  across  the 
bayou  behind  her.  But  we  captured  the  -4.  /i.  Setjer,  a  paddle-wheel 
boat  about  55  feet  long,  with  a  locomotive  boiler  and  pair  of  loco- 
niotive  engines  in  her,  tlie  cylinders  bolted  to  top  of  and  axis  parallel 
with  boiler.  It  was  evident  she  was  short  of  displacement  an<l  *lown 
in  the  water  out  of  all  reason,  hence  slow.     *     *     * 

Norfinbcr  3. — Before  daylight  a  pilot  boat  drifting  deserted  was 
seen  and  j)icked  up  by  our  cutler.  Tlie  boat  had  sailed  in.  discov- 
ered the  ^  unk<'es  in  possession,  and,  voUa.  Captain  [Kdward]  Mcl.*af- 
lin's  soldiers  take  charge  (tf  the  Sffffr  until  we  could  put  her  in  order, 
which  Third  A.ssistant  Engineer  Mars  did  later.  The  JJinna  went  up 
the  Atchafalaya  Hivor  toward  Pattei-sonville  and  found  the  Cotton  was 
in  the  Tcche.  and  returned:  then  all  four  vessels  went  up  the  river 
and  into  the  Teche  up  to  ('oraay's  Bridge,  where  the  oostnictions 
were.     Saw  a  steam  mud  excavator  on  firo  up  the  bayou. 

The  J.  A.  Cttlton  of)ene<l  on  us  at  1:30  p.  m.  and  we  replied.  She 
fltnick  the  Calhoun  eight  times.  One  shot  earned  our  soup  tureen 
and  our  roast  of  beef  into  the  naddle  wheel,  another  struck  tne  shaft, 
one  went  through  and  through  the  h'dl  at  low-water  line.  Two  of 
our  men  were  killed,  and  some  wounded.  A  splinter  cut  my  lett 
hand  and  brought  blood.     The  land  batteries  put  54  shot  through 
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the  np|M>r  works  of  (lut  KitiAinan.  It  wiis  hpuiilifiil  tn  ace  Buchanan 
sight  the  pivot  pin;  he  landed  a  pprcnssion  shell  on  the  Cotton's 
armor  wiiich  expmded  and  oloareri  Iht  deck.  Two  or  tliroe  such  shot 
served  lo  drive  the  Cothm  up  the  bayou.  Our  boll  wires  were  shot 
away;  they  were  repaired  during  the  art  ion.  The  breechinc  of 
32-poiinder  wiu-;  slml  away,  the  }niint  IfK-ker  deslrnyed.  The  Timd 
bntterie.s  did  most  of  the  firing  on  the  Kinsman,  Init  when  Unchtinan 
sighted  a  .'12-nounder  \^  ith  eantsler  at  them  they  Umbered  up  their 
guns  and  left  like  men  in  a  hurry. 


Abitreet  log  of  tho  0.  S,  8.  OalhoQn,  Li«at«unt'CommR&der  BBohaiit.B,  V.  8.  Havy,  eom- 

aanding. 

Sfptemhfr  /7,  tS6i. — Ship  put  in  rommission.  Mississippi  RireTf 
off  New  Orleanfl. 

Srptrtiihrr  ^.?.  U('<'eive<|  on  board  one  5-inrh  Sawyer  gun,  with 
appurtenances  and  anununition. 

Stptrmher  JA. — Took  on  board  two  jrnns  with  all  their  working 
eear,  also  .54  snot.  Fron»  meridian  till  4  p.  in.:  Got  on  hoard  one 
rarrolt  rifle.  ."Kl-pounder,  broadsideearriage,  etc.,  complete,  and  ammu- 
nition. 

October  7. — At  5:40  p.  m.  discovered  the  steamer  Ctrrs  on  firo.  At 
7:30  discovered  a  number  of  men  in  the  water,  stopped  the  engine 
and  lowered  away  all  boats.  At  0:30  all  hands  ivtumed, having  suc- 
ceeded in  saviui;  '2\  of  the  ofliccrs,  passengers,  and  crew  of  the  Ceres. 
Oif  Shi[)  Islaml:  Sent  the  boats  out  agam  to  a<'arch  the  island,  but 
could  discover  no  more  sur\'ivors  or  bofiies, 

Octoher  SO.  At  0  a.  m.  sent  Mr.  Jordan  with  the  gig  and  the  Si. 
Mary's  l>oat  to  capture  a  sloop  inshore  {Ateluifalaya  Hay).  At  10 
made  a  steamer  standinj*  in  for  tlie  bay:  sent  the  kstreUn  after  her. 
At  10:1.5  the  gunboat  K^nsnxtn  came  in  sight  and  joined  the  chase. 
At  1 1  we  stood  in  to  head  her  off  and  hoisted  signal  lo  recall  the  steam- 
Pi's  Kutrelhi  and  K'uiantnn.  At  I  p.  ni.  a  rebel  steamer  eanie  dt>wn 
within  4  miles  and  fired  two  shots,  when  we  opened  on  her  with  our 
30-pounder  Parrott  rifle;  fired  three  shots,  when  she  ran  in  to  the  land 
out  of  sight.  Mr.  Jordan  returned  with  sloop  I>ix\e  and  3  men  as 
prisonere. 

October  Si . — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.;  A  rebel  steamer  in  sight 
inshore  about  S  miles  distant.  Making  preparations  to  pursue  her 
with  the  steamere  Grey  Cloud  and  Estrella.  At  1  p.  ni.  the  latter 
steamed  ahead  a  short  distance  and  groimded.  Left  on  board  the 
Orcy  f'Joufi  two  32-pounders.  a  lot  of  slmt.  shell,  and  ammunition, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Buchanan.  3  officers,  and  11  men,  to  go  in 
pursuit  of  the  n'bel  steamer. 

November  3. — Berwick  Bay.  Krom  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Steaming 
up  the  bay  in  company  with  steamer  EstreMa  and  Grey  Cloud,  the  Diana 
having  taken  the  Grand  l-*ake  route  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Teche  to 
Comay's  bridge,  at  which  j)lace  the  enemy  have  consinuted  a  dam 
of  live'  oak.  The  smoke  of  a  steamer  is  reported  from  our  masthead 
and  also  a  vessel  on  fire,  which  proves  to  oe  a  steam  mud  exeavator 
on  fire.  At  1 :30  p.  m.  sighted  the  enemy  and  fired  3  shots  from  our 
30-pounder  Parrott.  when  the  breeching  cleat  gave  way,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  bell  wire  to  the  engine  room  liroke;  stopped  to  repair; 
the  other  steamers  were  ordered  to  proceed.    At  2:30  steamed  up  the 
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bayou,  nur  puis  keeping  up  n  continuous  lire  upon  the  land  batteries, 
until  reaching^  the  position  of  the  Greij  Ctoiul  and  in  rang*?  of  the  rebel 
steamer  Cottnn,  from  which  we  ret^eived  S  shots,  hut  sustained  no 
inatorial  injury,  with  tlie  exception  of  one  fshob),  wliich  went  through 
her  liuU  just  at  the  water  line.  ,\t  'A'A:'y  iho  Cotton  ceased  firing  and 
steamed  up  the  bayou.  Steamed  down  the  river  in  eompanv  with 
the  fleet. 

A'o'Ymfter  /i. — At  9  a.  m.  steamed  up  the  river  in  company  with  the 
Ksttrt'lla.  At  10:45  sight4>d  the  enemv.  At  II  commenced  firing 
with  our  30-i>oimder  rifle  Parrott,  and  with  the  other  frun.s  ns  we 
could  bring  tliem  Ui  bear.  At  1I:;50  a  i-aking  shot  struck  us,  taking 
off  the  forward  truck  of  gun  carriage  of  30-po(mder  Parrott,  killing  2 
seamen  and  sHglitly  wounding  I.  From  meridian  to  In.  m.  engaged 
tlie  Cotton.  At  lii'tO  p.  ni.  a  sIh'II  from  nne  of  tlie  KstreUa's  guns 
exploded  over  us.  mortidly  wounding  a  seaman.  At  1:30  the  Cotton 
retreated  and  we  leave  for  lira-shear  City. 

November  10. — At  2:30  a.  ni.  the  steamers  Gretj  Cloud,  Estrella,  and 
A.  H.  Hfgfr  arrived  with  our  olhcers  and  men,  Having  destroyed  <by 
luirning)  two  rebel  sloamers  and  captured  ai.v  rebel  prisoners.  At- 
rj;30  p.  m.  ofl"  Patteixmville,  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  about  a  mile 
ahead ;   ^Wi^d  one  shell  from  our  30-pnundor. 


Letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  St«te  to  the  Becreur;  of  War.  traniinitUng^  report  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  J.  A.  Cotton,  regarding  QKval  action  on  Bayou 
Teche,  La. 

Dep.\rtment  of  State,  C.  S.  A.. 

Hirhnmid,  Va.,  Decemhrr  S,  IS6i. 
Sir:  T  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  refMirt  of  a  recent 
naval  action  on  tlie  Bayou  Teche,  in  westeru  Louisiana,  in  which  Cap- 
tain Fuller,  with  an  artillerj-^  company  on  board  of  a  small  sto-omer, 
swc<"essftdly  re[iulsed  four  gimhoats  carrying  twenty-seven  guns,  and 
thus  sccurctl  control  of  that  important  stream. 

The  endorsement  of  General  Taylor  recommends  the  bestowal  of 
some  mark  of  favor  on  this  gallant  ofhcor,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  in 
your  power  to  give  him  promotion  as  a  reward  for  his  service. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Benjamin. 
Hon.  Jameb  A.  Sedik'in, 

Secretanj  of  War. 

[KiidorvQmfnI.l 

Dkcrmbrr  13,  1862. 
If  we  were  to  give  additional  rank  to  our  oflicers  for  i;allunt  and 
distinguished  services  in  affairs  with  the  enemy,  we  would  interfere 
with  tne  proper  organization  of  the  Anny  and  incur  a  heavy  addi- 
tional exiK>nsc.  There  is  no  law  which  nrovides  brevets  for  gallant 
and  di.stinguished  conduct.  All  that  could  be  done,  therefore,  in  the 
present  case,  is  to  WTite  a  complimentary  letter  to  Captain  Fuller, 
thanking  him,  in  the  name  ol  the  Department,  for  the  service  he  has 
rendered,  and  when  a  vacancy  occui-s  to  which  he  coidd  be  appointed, 
agreeai»ly  to  law.  to  promote  him  l^i  (111  it, 

Reepectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  C<M»PER, 

Adjutant  and  Innpector-ikn^ral. 
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[Etwlomm.] 

Gunboat  Cotton,  Noirmher  7,  1802. 

Sir:  1  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  making  my  report  of  the 
rpcent  affairs  between  the  Cotton,  under  my  command,  and  the  squad- 
ron of  Federal  gunboats  that  have  occupied  Berwick  Bay. 

On  Saturday  evening;,  November  1,  smoke  from  the  enemy's  boal-s 
warned  me  t)f  their  near  approaeli  in  such  force  that  resistance  at  1  he 
bay  was  considenMi  liy  nie  to  be  ritsluiess.  Artinp  iipnn  your  iirder, 
received  Imt  a  few  minut<w  previously,  I  inuoediatoly  gave  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  leaving  the  oav.  The  steamers  ll^jri  and  Sfger  were 
there  at  the  time,  also  Launrli  A'o.  /.  under  the  command  of  J.  M. 
Rogers,  who  I  had  tempoiarily  appointed  to  the  position  of  acting 
master.  My  orders  to  tne  ofiicers  of  those  boat*  were  to  get  imme- 
diately undi'rway,  the  Hart,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  E. 
Monligue,  to  proceed  up  to  the  Toche  with  a  barge  loaded  with  Gov- 
ernment sugar  in  tow.  This  was  safely  dtme  according  to  orders, 
with  (ine  excoj)tion.  Lieutenant  Monla^te  at  one  time  dro|)pcd 
his  barge  and  returned,  like  a  gallant  sohiier,  to  aid  the  Cotton  in  an 
unecpuil  conlhct..  As  soon  a-s  I  could  conuniinicate  to  him  my  wishes 
he  resumed  his  tow  and  proceeded  safely  to  destination,  fjiunvh 
A%*.  /  also  obeyed  the  order  given  to  her  commander,  and  conveyed 
the  launch  up  the  lake  [Grand]  to  a  place  near  Indian  Bend,  from 
where  he  has  shice  safely  rejwrted,  and  is  now  in  position  to  render 
valuable  service.  The  Seger,  imder  the  command  of  Acting  Master 
I.  C  Coons,  disobeyed  the  order  I  gave  of  proceeding  up  the  lake  and 
turned  up  the  Atchafalaya,  and  was  ignobly  abandoiicu  to  the  enemy 
at  H  time  when  the  Cotton  was  between  the  enemv  and  the  Seger.  The 
commanding  ofiicer  has  not  since  reported,  t  have  been  informed 
that  he  abandoned  his  men  and  proceeded  as  fast  as  ])ossible  to  Saint 
Martinsville.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  only  reliable  fact  I  have 
about  the  Stfjer  is  that  it  Ls  in  tl»e  liauds  of  the  enemy,  prowling  about 
Grand  Lake  and  bayous  in  the  vicinity;  of  the  crew,  nothing. 

The  enemy  came  into  Berwick  Bay  on  Saturday  evening  just  at 
dark.  As  the  Cotton  was  in  range,  having  had  to  wait  to  get  the  other 
boats  off,  they  immediately  opened  fire  upon  us  and  gave  chase  up 
the  bay  with  three  boats,  continuing  the  Arc  which  1  did  not  return 
until  rounding  into  the  Atchafalaya,  when  one  of  our  gtms  was  !>rou^ht 
to  bear  and  we  fired  one  shot,  which  sped  straight  to  its  mark,  strikmg 
one  of  the  Federal  boats  in  her  bow,  breaking  many  timbeiN,  and  1 
have  since  been  informed  tliat  it  killed  '.i  and  wounued  5  men.  The 
Fedei-als  continued  to  iu-e  shot  and  shell  at  us  from  eighteen  guns  for 
about  thirty  minutes,  when  they  gave  up  the  chase.  The  Cotton 
came  uji  to  the  Teche,  turned  bow  down,  and  backed  into  it,  keeping 
tmr  toeth  to  the  enemy.  We  backed  up  to  the  Turclier  plantation, 
where  we  stopped  for  the  night. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  2d  instant,  1  received  orders  to  move  the 
Cotton  above  C'oruay's  bridge,  wliich  1  did  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
bayou  had  some  obstructions  thrown  across  at  that  |X)int.  which  I 
was  ordered  to  defend  until  it  got  too  hot  for  me  and  tlien  to  fall  back, 
turn  my  boat  across  the  bayou  at  the  second  bridge,  and,  if  pui-sued, 
.nink  her. 

On  Monday,  2  p.  m.,  the  four  Federal  boats,  mounting  twenty- 
seven  guns,  came  up  and  opened  fire  upon  us.     They  came  up  in  full 
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confidence  of  ovorjwworing  iiurnhors.  ^ivinc  us  broadsi<lc  aftor  l)roa(i- 
sidp,  freaucntly  the  whole  four  dcHvcnng  their  fire  at  once.  The  shot 
anfl  shell  lilei'iUiy  mined  on  and  about  our  boat,  several  striking  ua, 
but  without  doing  sorioiLs  damage.  We  returned  their  fire,  niv  brave 
boys  clieering  frequently,  when  a  well-directed  shot  struck  tfie  Fed- 
eral boats.  One  of  them  retired  from  the  contest  in  about  fifteen 
minutes,  her  place  being  taken  by  another.  One  boat  for  several 
niiiuit-es  had  her  colors  down,  whether  accidentally  down  or  that  they 
hauled  it  down  to  indicate  a  surrender  we  had  no  means  of  learning; 
however,  they  hoisted  them  again  after  a  delay  of  about  twenty  min- 
utes. One  more  adventuresome  than  the  rest  steadily  steamed  up 
the  bayou:  when  in  about  100  yards  of  the  obstructions  we  gave  her 
a  plunging  shot  from  ea<:h  of  our  gims^  which  all  struck  near  the  wat.er 
on  the  starboard  quarter.  The  boat  untnediately  ran  lior  head  up  on 
uhore,  and  was  listc<l  ilown  so  a.s  to  throw  her  guns  out  of  use  and 
cea8e<l  her  lire,  except  occasionally  from  one  giin  on  the  bow.  At 
this  time  but  one  of  the  enemy's  I>ottt.s  fired  with  any  vigor.  When 
victory  seemed  to  be  within  our  reach,  it  wa.s  announced  that  we  had 
no  more  cartridges,  having  fired  the  last  one.  Ketreat  was  all  that 
remained  for  us;  but  as  we  slowly  backed  up  we  had  some  sacks  made 
by  cutting  off  the  legs  from  the  pantaloons  of  some  of  our  men,  which 
we  filled  and  returned  the  fire  with  as  often  as  wh  could  in  that  manner 
obtain  a  cartridge.  This  we  continued  until  we  were  out  of  range  and 
the  enemy  ceased  their  fire.  We  ha<l  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  brave 
soldier  killed  by  an  accidental  discharge  of  his  giin,  which  severely 
wounded  another.  Another  was  acciaentally  wounded  at  another 
gim  bv  the  recoil  of  the  carriage  and  has  since  died.  One  man  was 
wounded  by  a  piece  of  the  enemy^'s  shell.  These  are  all  the  casualties 
that  occuned.     The  boat  sustamed  no  perceptible  damage. 

On  Tuesday  morning  we  resumed  our  on^nal  position  near  the 
obstructions,  the  enemy  ha\nng  previously  retired.  We  worked  hard 
to  improve  the  condition  of  our  boat  andf  got  up  some  iron  to  shield 
the  engines.     Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  during  the  day. 

On  Wednesday,  the  5th  instant,  the  enemy  again  opened  fire  upon 
us  with  four  boats  at  about  10:30  o'clock.  They  fired  from  behind  a 
point  out  of  our  range  for  about  twenty  minutes;  then  two  of  them 
steamed  up  into  sight.  We  then  immediately  rctunicd  their  fire,  and 
with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  retired  and  abandoned  the  cont^-st  in 
fifty-five  minut<?s  from  firing  their  first  shot.  The  two  boats  that 
came  into  sight  were  badly  damaged  and  their  loss  heavy;  ours  noth- 
ing, the  only  damage  being  a  trilling  break  in  the  cabin  roof.  This 
day  victory  was  clearly  ours.  The  enemj'  retired  from  action  badly 
discouraged,  with  severe  loss.     We  were  unhurt. 

On  Thursday  the  enemy  came  up  and  (tpened  fire  upon  us,  bnl  took 
care  not  to  come  into  sigHt.  I  dia  not  return  their  fire.  They  threw 
shells  at  us  for  halt  an  hour  and  retired  without  doing  us  any  <iamage. 
Since  that  up  to  the  present  date  thej*  have  not  assailed  us. 

I  can  not  close  this  rej>ort  without  returning  thanks  to  ofiicers  and 
men.  Where  all  did  their  duty  gallantly  it  mar  seem  invidious  t«> 
mention  particular  names^  yet  I  nuist  particularfy  mention  the  good 
conduct  of  O.  S.  Burdott,  pilot,  who.  for  two  hours  and  a  half,  during 
the  fierce  combat  on  the  3d  instant,  maneuvered  the  boat  witli  the 
utmost  coolness;  also  the  .same  gallant  conduct  on  the  5th  instant. 
Each  of  my  lieutenants  did  his  duty  nobly  and  ably.     Jilao  F.  G.  Bur- 
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bank,  pinnor,  and  privates  K.  D.  Wilkinson  and  Ilenrv  Dorninff 
deserve  particuiar  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct,  flut  all  did 
their  duty  well  and  are  again  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  shoiUd  they 
come  up  and  try  us  again. 

ReapeclfuUy;  vuur  ubedient  ser\'ant, 

E.  W.  Fn.LEH, 
Captain,  ComTnanding  (hmhoat  CoUon. 

General  Alfred  Mouton. 

C&mmandiwj  Forces  South  of  Red  River. 

(Endonemetit.] 

jyvLAit  Bkvjamtv:  I  sond  you  Fuller'.q  report,  cvpry  word  of  which 
is  tnie.  1  applied  to  have  a  naval  oHicer  .sent  here  to  give  me  some 
assistance.  No  one  was  .sent.  Any  little  aid  by  thp  Navy  Depart- 
ment would  have  saved  Berwick  BaV-  Something  might  be  done  for 
Fuller.  He  certainly  deserves  it.  He  defeated  four  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats. 

Tndy,  youre,  R.  Tatlor. 


Beport  of  OtpUin  Fa.riai,  C.  8.  Army,  ngardiag  tba  navkl  actiott  in  Btyoa  Teehs,  La. 

Faries"  Bat.,  P.  L.  A.,  1st  Brio.  Ixf.  (Motrrox's), 

FoRCBs  South  of  Red  River, 
Bisland  PJantnfion,  Rnyou  Teche,  A*a.,  Novemher  10,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of 
November,  instant,  the  rtj^ht  .section  of  this  batteiy,  consisting  of  two 
3-inch  rifled  ]Q:im.s,  Parrott  pattern,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant 
B.  F.  Winchester,  htiving  taken  position  at  Cornay  s  residence,  on  the 
right  and  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  J.  A.  Cotton 
(4  guns),  commanding  the  ol>strut;tions  at  the  bridge  just  below  that 
place,  opened  fire  about  4  o'clock  on  the  four  gunboats  of  the  enemy 
then  approaching,  engaging  three  boats  following  each  other  in  suc- 
cession for  about  thirty  minutes,  under  a  severe  fire  from  their  heavy 
gtms,  at  short  range  and  unsupported,  but  in  battery  with  a  section  of 
Captain  O.  J.  Sonmies*  battery,  consisting  of  two  James  nlles  (bronze 
12-pounder9)  under  First  Lieutenant  J.  A.  A.  West.  Both  sections 
then  fell  back  to  the  Bayou  Teche  road,  in  the  rear  of  and  above  their 
first  position,  where,  after  firing  ten  to  fifteen  minutes,  retired  in  good 
order  and  returned  to  tliis  camp. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  ami  cover  in  our  front  (guns  being  in  but- 
tery among  a  number  of  large  live-oak  trees)  prevented  the  effect  of 
all  the  shots  being  observed.  It  has  btseti  ascertained,  however,  and 
believed,  that  two  of  the  gimboats  retired  badly  crippled,  and  from. 
Ihp  cries  heard  on  Ixiard  a  number  of  the  enemy  must  have  been 
wounded. 

Being  the  first  engagement  for  this  section  and  for  most  of  the  men, 
all  behaved  well  unaer  fire.  The  horses,  for  new  ones,  were  remark- 
abh'  quiet. 

I  have  DO  casualties  to  report. 
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\vp:st  gvlf  blockading  squadron. 


The  tlistaiKT  liied  from  the  first  position  was  aliotit  300  yards. 
Tho  niiiiiln't*  of  slu'U  (fnzo)  fired  l>v  this  scrtion  wiis  AS. 
1  am.  very  rt'spectfully.  yuur  uiiciliont  servant, 

T.  A.  Fauiiw, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery,  Mnuionn  RrlgtuU. 

Captain  li.  C-  Boxu. 

Cldf.f  of  Artillery. 


TMicr  from  the  Amintant  Secrriimj  nj  Ihr  Xarif  fit  Uear-Admiraf  Farra- 
yul,  V .  S.  Navy,  rtgardiny  yrnrral  mnHrrs. 

Navy  Dei'artmknt,  Novrmh^r  /.  1862. 

Dear  ADMmAt:  I  have  your  lctt(.*rs  from  PonsHtola.  It  is  of 
course  impcnitive  tlitit  wr  takosnrh  men  as  Crosby  frntnyou.  He  and 
Guest  come  honw  U)  IhUi-  uii  ironclad;  (tiere  ih  no  way  uf  avoiding  it. 
The  Colorado  goes  to  you  for  what  the  arniy  people  call  a  "base  4»f 
operations."  You  want  such  a  vessel  as  liea<)qiiartei's  for  m)  Iarj;e  a 
squadron.  Moreover,  the  French  are  assembling  a  large  force  in  the 
Gulf  anti  youi*  llagslup  ought  to  be  the  best  in  the  service.  Your  peo- 
ple seem  to  be  doing  agreeable  service  down  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 
An  arin^'  force  is  preparmg  on  a  largo  scale  to  move  into  and  take  j>os- 
scssion  of  that  coiinlry.  Tlic  ironclads  that  were  to  have  been  «uuie 
iti  AugusL  are  just  Ueginning  to  come  out.  .\fter  elraring  uul  the 
enemy  in  tfie  Atlantic  we  shall  send  tliem  into  tfu-  (Julf.  In  Ilie  nii-an- 
litne  ho  hard  pressed  are  tlie  rebels  thai  it  is  a  matter  of  the  giratesi, 
importance  to  maintain  the  blockade.  The  rebels  are  threatening  to 
hm-e  it  at  ('harleston  or  Mobile,  its  their  army  can  not  exist  ill  Virginia 
this  winter  witliout  external  ai<l. 

Smith  goes  to  tlie  Pensacola  yard  to  make  nn  organization  which 
will  relieve  you  somewhat  in  matters  of  detail.  You rfigli ling  captain, 
Bailey,  relieved  Lardner.  wfio  has  the  yellow  fever.  The  raid  of  the 
-'iyo  has  forced  us  to  .send  out  a  dozen  vessels  in  pursuit.  The  papers 
say  the  Otrtft  is  fitting  out. 
Very  truly  yoiirs, 

0.  V.  Fox. 

Hear-Admirai  D.  i\.  Farraoitt. 

Communtiintj  West  Gulf  Biockadimj  SffiMdrrm. 


Order  of  liear-Admiraf  Farragui^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gifmnn, 
U.  <S.  Navy,  reyardiiu;  rations  fitr  prtstmerti. 

Flagship  HAKTPf)Ku, 
Pensacola  Bay,  Noivmber  4,  1S62, 
Sir:   You  will  furnish  supemumerarj'  rations  for  the  priwrners  on 
shore  to  Lieutenant  Tilton.  conmiandiiig  United  States  marine  guard. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoit, 

I{ear-Adm,iral, 
Commander  \.  Ojmsox, 

CommandiTig  Potmrioe. 
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Onier  oj  Hrar- Admiraf  Fftrruffut,  U.  S.  Navij,  to  Lieutennnt-Cofuvtamler 
Hart,  U.  S.  Xowj,  com  ma  iiding  V .  S.  S.  Albatrowi,  d€»igu<itiu4/  duty 
for  thai  vessel. 

Flagship  Hartforu, 
Pensacola  Bay,  Nm^fmber  5,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  vourve«seI  isroa<ly  forsoa  you  will  run  up  the  coast 
nnri  (Ipstmy  the  >iaft  works  hotweon  this  place  and  St.  Andrew's  Bny. 
llitMi  take  a  littio  run  Hl>uiit  40  or  50  niilt's  from  the  cua.st,  and  us  far 
wesl  as  the  lon^ilude  of  the  Pass  u  I'Outre  of  the  Mi.ssUsippi  Kiver,  and 
return  t«  this  port,  reporting  on  your  arrival  to  mc  or  to  the  senior 
nnval  onic4'r  pniscnt  hore. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  (i.  FAunAoiT, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Licutenant-Oonintajider  JoHX  E.  Hart, 

ComrnandiTiy  U.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


1fj)ort  oj  CommodtiTf  liefl,  U .  S.  Navy,  regnrding  genrrnf  maHers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklvn, 
Off  MohiU  liar,  Novtmbtr  G,  1863. 

Sm:  It  blows  a  stifT  norther  to-day  and  gives  us  a  «niootl\  sea. 

The  Winona  arrived  at  S:;jO  p.  ni.  yesterday.  niakin|»  s  inches  of 
water  per  hour,  and  this  morning  repoila  6  in<'hes  hourly  after  anchor- 
ins  last  ni^ht. 

Consiiioriufj  it  uivftfe  for  her  to  remain  here,  where  tlie  sea  is  often 
very  roM«!;h,  with  easterly  \vin<ls,  t  will  order  Iter  lo  Ship  Island  as 
being  the  safer  place,  to  wait  further  orders  from  yourself,  and  most 
convenient  tn  the  Mississippi. 

Liculcnant-Comnmnder  Jiussell.  of  the  Kfnnthcc,  telogiaphed  at  !> 
a.  m.  to-tiay  that  he  is  out  of  bread,  flour,  ami  butter,  having  had  no 
bread  for  two  days;  vet  he  has  seen  me  twice  within  the  last  two  days, 
and  did  not  report  himself  out  of  bread,  though  he  did  out  of  flour  and 
butter,  and  as  she  is  nearly  out  of  coal,  I  s^'Uilher  to  Pensacola  to-day, 
more  esperially  to  report  the  ronditioo  of  the  Winona.  J  hope  she 
will  be  sent  back  immeflintely. 

The  Kniiau'ha  and  this  siiip  have  coal  for  not  more  than  three  days' 
full  steaming,  anci  sliould  be  supplied  within  a  dav  or  two.  or  relieved. 
If  the  (treto  should  run  the  hlocKade  at  this  time.  1  should  have  no  coal 
to  pursue  Iter  for  more  than  t!iirty-six  hours,  this  being  the  only  vessel 
present  having  speed  sufficient  lo  overhaul  her. 

Ver>'  rcspectfullv,  vour  obedient  sen'ant. 

H.  H.  Brll, 
OomintMlnrf,  Commanding  the  Hlorhndr  off  \fnhile  Hoy. 

Rear-Ad nxiral  D.  (1.  Faruaoitt, 

Votninandiiig  Wtstern  OulJ  Blockading  Squatiron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  XJ .  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lien- 
tenant  Wade,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Arthur,  to  proceed 
to  duty  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

Flagship  Habtfoed, 
Pensacola  Bay,  November  7,  1862. 
Sm:  You  will  proceed  down  the  coast  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  with  the 
U.  S.  bark  Arthur  under  your  command.  Leave  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Wilson  at  Galveston  to  take  conunand  of  the  Owasco,  and  then 
proceed  to  report  yourself  to  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw  for  duty  on 
the  coast  of  Texas. 

Ven'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Faeragut, 

Rear-Admind. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  F.  Wade, 

Commanding  XJ .  S.  Bark  Arthur. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  LieuienaiU-Commander  Blake, 
V.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  regarding  Woekading 
station. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Beookltn, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  Not^mber  S,  1862. 
Sie:  You  will  discontinue  the  outside  blockade  for  the  purpoee  of 
blockading  nearer  to  Mobile  Bar. 

You  wifl  anchor  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  near  the  senior  officer  command- 
ing the  blockade,  keeping  ready  to  chase. 
Verv  respectfiulv. 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodort' .  Commanding  the  Blochuh  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Lieutenant -Commander  Homer  C.  Blake. 

Commanding  F.  S,  irunhxit  R.  R.  Cwjltroff  Mobile  Bay. 


Inftrvctionjf  from  Otnenil  Hallrck,  I'.  S.  Artn'j.  to  M^tjor^ren^ral  Banks, 
C  S.  Am\'j.  upon  o^gnrntnt  of  th*  latttr  to  t-orr.'nond  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  It'jIj. 

Confidential.)  HEAi^^rAKTERS  or  the  .Vrmt. 

GrvTRtr  -  The  President  of  the  r«it«Hl  States  h.svins:  aligned  you 
lo  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  iiulf.  Viui  will  immediately 
prt>eeed  with  the  irvH>p5  ass^nnbliui:  in  in*usfH»rt-<  At  Kor:  Monroe  to 
New  *.*rie*ns  and  rvlieve  Major-iWueral  Hut  lor.  Au  :id<.Utional  force 
of  jioiiie  l''».'»'  men  wiW  be  s*nn  to  you  frv>m  IVision  »Uvi  New  York  as 
s*H>n  as  p»>s>ible- 

The  rjst  miliiary  opep»tions  which  \xiU  oivpti^''  y\nir  attontion  on 
TOUT  arrival  at  New  Orleans  will  Ih»  the  ojvn;t\j:  oi  the  Mi^issippi 
Kiwr  and  the  rtninotivMi  of  Fort  Mv^Tpku  or  Mobile  l\;v,  in  order  to 
conUv^l  that  bay  at\d  hariv^r.  In  th<>s»M^\i>s\t;fuMis  yo\:wiU  have  the 
coonerfttion  of  the  rvar-adniiral  \^^n\ln:4ndu\^  tb.o  uaval  fv\rvvt$  in  the 
Gnm  and  the  Mi!i:$ii:^ippi  Ki\-er.  A  military  and  nar&l  expeditioa  is 
oigMMnung  at  Memphw  and  Oux\>  Ki  hmtt  dv'«wa  th«  Mwrnappi  uid 
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cooperate  with  yon  against  Vioksburg  and  any  otl»or  [xiint  which  the 
enemy  may  occupy  on  that  river.  An  the  ranking  general  in  the 
Southwest,  you  are  authorized  to  assume  control  of  any  uiilitary 
forces  from  the  upper  Missiiwippi  which  may  como  withiii  your  com- 
mand. The  hne  of  division  between  your  depariinent'  and  that  of 
General  Grant  is  therefore  left  undecided  f(>r  the  present,  and  you  will 
exercise  su[3eri<)r  authority  as  far  nortli  as  you  may  a-srend  the  river. 

The  President  regards  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi  liiver  as  the 
ftrst  an<l  most  important  of  all  our  military  and  naval  operations, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  aeeomplishuig  it. 

This  river  being  opened,  the  question  ^\'ill  arise  how  the  troops  and 
naval  forces  there  can  be  employed  to  the  best  advantage.  Two 
ohiecta  are  suggested  as  worthy  of  yoiu*  attention : 

First,  having  captured  Vicltsburg,  to  send  a  military  force  directly 
cast  to  destroy  the  railroads  at  Jackson  anrl  Manon,  and  thus  (!ut  off 
all  connection  by  mil  between  northern  Missisisipjji  and  Mobile  and 
Atlanta.  Tlio  hitter  place  is  now  the  chief  military'  depot  of  the  rebel 
armies  in  the  West. 

Second,  to  ascend  with  a  military  and  naval  force  the  Red  River  aa 
far  as  it  is  navigable,  and  thus  open  an  outlet  for  the  sugar  and  cotton 
of  northern  Louisiana.  Possibly  both  of  these  objects  may  be  accoru- 
plishe<l,  if  the  circimistances  should  be  favorable. 

It  is  also  suggested  that,  Red  River  being  in  our  possession,  it  will 
form  the  best  Ijase  for  operations  in  Texas. 

It  is  believed  that,  the  o[>erations  of  General  Rnsecrans  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, of  General  Grant  in  northern  Mississippi,  and  of  General 
Steele  m  Arkansas  will  give  full  employment  to  the  enemy's  troops 
in  the  West,  and  thus  jiriivent  them  from  concentrating  in  force 
against  you.  Should  they  do  so,  you  will  he  reinforced  by  detach- 
ments from  one  or  more  of  these  c-ommands. 

These  instructions  are  not  intended  to  tie  your  hands  or  to  hamper 
your  operations  in  the  slightest  degree.  So  far  aw^ay  from  headquar- 
ters, you  must  necessarily  exercise  your  own  judgment  and  discretion 
in  regard  to  your  movements  against  the  enemy,  kecfiing  in  view  that 
the  *)pcning  of  the  Mississippi  River  is  now  tiie  great  an<l  primary 
object  of  your  expedition.  And  I  need  not  assure  you,  general,  that 
the  Goverrmient  bus  unlimited  (H>nndence  not  only  in  your  judgment 
and  discretiim,  but  aUtt  in  your  energy  and  military  promptness. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

H.  W.  IIalleck, 

General-it^Ckief. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks. 

Commanding,  etc. 


Report  ol  Actiiig  UasUr  iMmson,  U.  S.  Na\yy,  eommanding  U.  S,  8, 
Kitiatinny,  regarding  iiie  delayed  entrance  into  Matiu^orda  Bay. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kittatinny, 
Ofj  Pasfi  CavaJlo,  November  9,  1862. 
Sih:  1  have  to  report-  that  up  to  this  dat«  I  have  been  prevented 
by  northerly  winds  and  low  water  from  entering  the  IMatagorda]  Uay 
at^'cordiug  to  your  directions.  This  vessel,  after  being  light+'iied  as 
much  as  uossible,  still  draws  nearly  8  feet  of  water,  and  there  has  been 
hitherto  but  7  feet  on  the  bar. 
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This  morninjr^  however,  beinf;  the  first  favorable  opportunity.  I  am 
in  hopos  of  gettiiiff  over;  and  havn  sent  Actini;  MasU-r  Peimingtun  to 
take  sounding.  We  liave  a  fair  wind  and  ahall  probably  eater  inime- 
diat-cly. 

I  must  further  rejwrt  that  while  lying  here  we  have  been  obliged  to 
meet  several  drafts  upon  our  stock  of  nrovisions,  and  shall  need  sup- 
[)lies  in  a  few  weeks.  I  have  fumishea  the  pilot,  boat  w*ith  four  days' 
rations  for  five  men  (she  having  been  detained  here  by  stress  of 
weatlier) ;  the  mortar  scliooner  j-equired  several  articlea  of  provisions, 
and  large  supplies  were  delivered  to  Govenimeot  tender  lirtaker,  for 
i.ssue  on  board  U.  S.  ships  Sachrm  and  Corijpheitu,  now  at  Aransa.^. 
Oispatehes  from  that  pla<'e  represent  tlie  condition  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  forces  there  as  extremely  critical,  owinfi  to  want  of  provisions 
and  to  the  protracted  absence  of  the  bark  Arthur. 

Should  we  be  compelled  to  meet  further  calls  from  that  quarter,  our 
own  suppU(>H  will  soon  be  oxhaust-ed. 

1  am,  sir,  res[HK'tfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 
CommaiuHng  Hittati/iVMf, 

Commander  Wm.  B.  RKXsnAW, 

Cornmanding  V .  S.  A'^ot'o/  Forces,  Qalvesion. 


Ahsfrad  hg  of  the  U.  S.  S,  Calltoun,  Lieuttnani-Comrnander  Buchanan^ 
(>.  S.  Nni*y,  commanding,  November  lO^lS,  IHHH. 

A'^nivmftrr  U),  lS(i'2. — We  went  up  the  Atchafalaya  River  and  had 
a  small  fight  w  ith  some  rebel  cavalry. 

Sovembrr  //.—Went  uj)  Bayou  Schaefer  [Ohaver]  and  had  some 
target  i)ractice  on  a  measured  (chart)  range, 

Xon mher  /^.— Went  up  the  Teche  and  had  a  fight  with  tlie  Cotlon. 
The  target  practice  stood  us  in  good,  for  to-day  we  bit  her  every  shot 
and  so  discouraged  her  gunnei-s  that  they  shot  wild,  and  the  Cotton 
stMjn  backed  off  up  the  bayou. 

November  iS. —  •  *  *  yy^  t^jj^n  g^,  ,,p  the  Teche,  see  the  Cotton, 
and  open  on  her.  The  Kinsman  and  Estrella  come  later  and  join  in 
and  we  fire  two  hours  and  a  Quarter..  Her  tactics  to-day  were  to  fmck 
up  the  bayou  and  get  ns  to  follow,  then  rush  nt  us  and  discliarge  her 
four  gunst.'i2  smooth)  at  us;  we,  on  the  contrary,  tried  to  keep  out  of 
her  range  and  pepper  her  witli  our  rifles. 


Ordrr  of  tJu  f*resident  of  Ou  Unitfd  States  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragui^ 
U,  S.  Navy,  to  cooperate  with  Major-Oenero!  Bank's,  U.  8.  Army. 

ExErrrrvE  Mansion. 
Washington,  Nn^u-mher  11,  tSG2. 
Dear  Sir:  This  will  introduce  Major-tieneral  Banks.  He  is  in 
conunand  of  a  considerable  land  force  for  operating  in  the  South,  and 
1  siiall  Ite  glad  for  you  tt)  cooperate  with  him  and  give  him  such  assist- 
ance as  you  can  consistently  with  your  orders  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 
Cozmnodore  Farraout. 
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U.  S.  Steam  Si-oop  Oneida, 

Off  MoWe  fCnfninre,  Nm^emher  12,  ISO'S. 
In  case  a  rebel  vessel  in&ke»)  lier  appearaiiro  off  Mobile  at  night, 
the  blockading  vessel  nmkinj;  the  diseovery  will,  at  the  time  or 
imiiiediHtely  uTt^r  firing  the  hrst  giin.  hoist  a  red  light  at  the  peak, 
which  will  f)e  followed  by  all  the  bTockadin^  vesaela  to  prevent  friend 
firing  into  friend. 

Iti  cade  the  rebel  vessel  should  hoist  a  red  light  also  to  mislead  us, 
then  the  blockading  vessel  making  the  discovrry  will  haul  down  his 
red  light  and  hoist  instead  his  night  distinguishing  lights  at  the  peak 
or  well  aft.  and  all  the  vessels  will  immediately  hoist  their  respective 
uight  distinguishing  lights. 

TnoRN'roN  A.  Je.nkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


lAat  of  vesseU  biocUtuling  off  MohQe. 

November  12,  IS62. — Oneida,  steam  sloop;  R.  R.  Cuyler,  steantker; 
Kanawha,  gunboat;  Aroottfouk,  gunboat;  Porahontafi,  gunboat; 
PinolOj  gunboat;  J.  P.  Jath^un,  steamer,  inside  )h(ississippi  Sound. 

November  II. — Ktunrbrc,  gunboat,  arrived. 

November  \(\.^IIatternfi.  st<'amer,  arrived;  Maria  Woini,  sc^hooner, 
at  Horn  Island  Piuts,  insiile  of  the  sounH;  Vincfnnes,  sailing  sloop, 
was  Rtationed  at  Ship  Inland. 

No%'ember  19.     PocahoiiJafi,  gunboat,  arrived. 

November  21- — Montgomery,  steamer,  arrived. 

Dtpartuiv*  }rom  btoeiadt. 

Pocalwntasi,  gimboat.  for  Pensacola,  November  13. 
Kanaviha,  gunboat,  for  Pensacola,  No%'ember  19. 
flatteras,   steamer,    for  Ship   Island    and    the   Mississippi   Sound, 
November  21. 

Montgomery ,  steamer,  on  a  cruise,  November  21. 


Order  nf  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  Jf.  R.  Navif,  to  Commander  Caldy^lf, 
U.  H.  Navy,  commanding  V .  S.  S.  Essej-,  regarding  duty  for  that 
t^essel. 

FiJiOSHiP  Hartford, 
Off  New  Ortrans,  Noi^emhtr  /S,  tSGS. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  E^Hrx  under  your  command  to  Don- 
aldsonvilh*  and  remain  there  for  the  protection  of  the  army  until  the 
return  of  the  gunboats  to  relieve  you,  when  yo'i  "ill  run  up  to  Baton 
Rouge  and  he  ready  to  cooperate  with  the  gunboats  if  it  should  be 
You  will  conununicate  aa  often  as  opportunities  offer. 


necessaiT. 

Very  respectlully, 


Commander  Caij>weh., 

Steamer  Essex. 


D.  G.  KAURAorT. 
Rear-Admiral. 
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^  Leiter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farroffut,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commarukr  Hen- 
ahaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  rfgardin^  a  military  force,  for  Gaivesion. 

KLAOSniP    IlARTKflUn, 

Off  New  Orffam,  Nm^nnher  l.i,  [tSfiJl 
Dear  Sir:  The  KPipral  says  he  will  soon  tiond  down  a  ropinipiit 
for  Galveston,  and  I  find  that  Colonel  [Kdimind  J.lDavia  is  raising 
a  rcginnmt  ol  Tcxim  rrfnj;ot*a  to  take  down.  Tlicro  an?  many  also  at 
Matnmoras,  whicti  1  will  tn,'  to  make  arrangomenta  to  have  hrouujlit  up 
to  Galveston.  J  will  sencf  down  to  you  provisions,  etc.,  as  you  ma3' 
require  them. 

I  will  direct  the  vessels  to  go  down  the  coast,  to  call  at  Matagorda 
and  rej>ort  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  Wh.  B.  Rensuaw, 

CommaTiding  U.  S.  Forces,  Coast  Texas* 


Memorandum  for  commanding  officers  of  blockading  vessfltt  regarding 
measures  for  the  capture  of  the.  Steamer  Oreto  iC.  S.  S.  Florida). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Moli'de.  Fiiiraitr-e,  Novemlter  I4,  1862, 

Tliere  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  relwl  steamer  Oreto,  whicli 
ran  this  blockade  some  time  since,  is  ready  (or  preparing)  to  attempt 
to  run  out. 

No  effort  should  be  spared  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  getting  to 
sea.  Upon  the  Oneida,  R.  R.  Cui/ffr,  and  a  gunboat  to  be  stationed 
inside  the  bar  at  night  and  near  tlie  bar  during  the  day,  will  devolve 
the  important  duty  of  guarding  tlie  main  channel,  through  wllich  it  is 
undeniood  the  Ortlo  nmst  pa^s  to  rea(-li  the  optui  sea. 

It  is  probable  the  Cuyler  wUl,  on  trial,  be  found  to  be  the  oniy  vessel 
now  on  this  blockade  of  etjual  or  superior  speed  to  the  Oreto,  and  the 
only  other  vessel  which  it  is  likely  wid  be  aole  to  compete  at  ail  with 
her  in  speed  is  the  Oneida. 

If  these  conclusions  be  correct,  then  the  best  plan  for  capturing  the 
Oreto  would  seem  to  be  for  all  the  vessels  present  to  endeavor  to  cut 
her  oil  and  cripple  her  as  she  approaches  or  passes  theui;  that  the 
Cuyler  should  endeaviir  to  run  her  down,  grapple,  and  board  her, 
using  {of  course)  her  armament  to  the  best  advanlage  while  in  chase. 

The  Oneida  and  Cuyler  will  pursue  her  at  their  greatest  8|>eed  untU 
fihe  is  either  sunk,  captured,  or  lost  sight  of. 

The  blockading  vessels  which  may  not  be  able  for  want  of  speed  to 
keep  within  gooa  range  of  the  enemy,  ^'ill  return  to  the  entrance  and 
the  senior  oraccr  present  will  make  tlie  best  disposition  of  the  remain- 
ing vessels  for  keeping  a  close  and  strict  bloclcade  of  the  port,  and 
especially  of  tlie  main  and  swash  chamiels  uutU  the  return  of  the 
Oneidu. 

In  the  event  of  seeing  or  hearing  heavv  6ring  at  night,  at  or  near 
the  main  entrance,  it  is  ex[>ected  that  alfthe  vessels  uf  the  blockade 
will  slip  their  cables  and  proceed  under  a  full  head  of  steam  to  the 


WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


345 


I 


of  action,  with  the  prescribed  signal  lighta  exlilbited  at  their 
peaks  or  well  abaft. 

As  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  of  the  vessels  to  )K)ard  the 
enemy,  it  will  Im*  udviKubli'  to  Uiruisli  eavh  boarder  with  a  piece  i>f 
white  cotton  cloth  or  itnen  of  the  proper  width  to  be  n>adily  s(>en,  and 
hing  enough  to  he  tied  around  the  ri^nt  arm,  abo\*e  the  elbow,  to  dia- 
tinmiish  our  men  and  oflicera  from  tnose  of  the  enemy. 

On  going  to  quarlei-s  at  night  each  boarder  should  at  once  prepare 
himsel?  in  fcbe  prescribed  wa}'  for  boarding. 

Althouj^h  the  Orti*)  may  pass  out,  and  in  the  darkness  be  lost  sight 
of.  yet  it  is  Lo  be  understood  tlmt  the  Oneida  and  Cuyler  will  <'ontinue  to 
steam  at  full  speed  in  the  dire<'tion  she  was  steering  whiTi  lust  seen, 
or  that  which  it  is  most  likely  she  would  steer,  until  overhauled  and 
captured,  or  until  daylight,  and  then  the  chase  is  not  to  be  abandoned 
until  all  sight  of  her  (and  of  her  smoke)  is  hopelessly  lost. 

Should  the  Montgomery  (Captain  [Chai'les]  Hunter)  be  at  or  near 
the  anchorage  when  the  Oreto  makes  her  appearance^  it  is  expe<*.ted 
that  that  vess4>l  will  follow  tho  directions  laid  down  for  the  Oneida 
and  CuiiUr. 

If  it  DC  found  upon  fair  trial  that  the  Oreio  has  preater  speed  than 
any  of  the  bhx'kading  vessels  present,  then  the  chase  must  be  c<m- 
tinued  by  them  all  until  out  or  run^e  of  tiieir  guns  and  every  wfTort 
has  been  made  to  cripple  her  machinery,  rudder,  and  steering  appa- 
ratus. 

Watch  the  roll,  and  fire  low. 

TuoisvTON  A.  Jenkins. 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


hstract  }og  of  the  XJ.  S.  S.  Owaaco,  LieuUnant~Commander  Quest, 
V.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

Friday,  November  14,  1SG2. — At  anchor  off  PeHcan  Spit.  From  4 
to  8  a.  m.:  Hoisted  out  the  launch  at  6:15.  Sent  the  second  cutter 
ashore  on  Bolivar  Point  with  an  armed  crew  consisting  of  Jolm  Heath, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Senclct,  Joseph  Widdis,  Kdward  Powell,  and 
Patrick  OConnell,  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Tondinson.  At  7:08 
heard  volleys  of  musketry  on  shore.  Manned  and  sent  on  shore  the 
launch  and  tired  wiih  the  rilled  gun  into  the  hushes  on  the  point  near 
which  the  cutter  liad  landed.  At  S  the  launch  returned,  bringing 
John  Heath,  seriously  wounded  in  the  le^,  Mr.  Tondinson  and  the 
remainder  of  boat's  crew  having  been  fired  upon  and  captuix*d  by  a 
body  of  rebel  oavalr}-.  Three  deserters  from  Clear  Creek  came  on 
board.  From  K  to  meridian:  Sent  the  launch  to  tlie  Wesifteld  with 
the  three  deserters.  Sent  the  first  cutter  with  a  Hag  of  truce  to 
Bolivar  Point.  Bout  returned;  brought  Wilham  Senelet,  wounded, 
having  been  paroled  and  let  go;  the  remainder  oi  tlie  men  having 
been  taken  inland.  At  12:10  p.  m.  the  launch  returned  and  imme- 
diately shoved  off  and  went  to  Pelican  Spit  with  orders  from  Captain 
Kenahaw,  and  commenced  to  bring  olT  the  guard  and  their  equip- 
ments and  the  mortar  shell  left  by  schooner  Henry  Jaiies.  At  4:30 
got  underway  from  Pelican  Spit  and  steamed  up  to  the  town  and 
came  to  anchor. 

John  G.  Abbona, 
Acting  MasUr's  MaU, 
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Ordtr  of  Cvmuuxhrv  BrU,  V.  S.  Nm^,  to  Acting  Master  lirtjwne,  TJ.  S. 
Nai?y,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bokio,  regarding  dvty  for  iJiat  ifssel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Su)<)p  Brooklyn. 
Penttacola  Bay,  Xovemher  I4,  1<SG^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  in  crompany  with  the  L".  S.  S.  Ali>atr*i98, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-(>ominander  Jolin  E.  Marl. 

After  Lieutenant-Cornniander  Hart  sliall  have  performed  the  duly 
upon  which  he  is  sent,  you  will  proceed  to  cruise  on  the  hlorka4ie  of 
the  coast  offshore,  extending  hetween  86°  and  94°  west  of  Greenwich, 
and  ou  the  paraUel  of  latitude  28°  north. 

You  will  return  to  this  port  hy  the  1 5th  day  of  December,  1862. 
Very  resptH!tfuU>', 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cnmmftdore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Acting  Master  Geo.  W.  Browne. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bohio.  Pmsacola  Bay.  Florida. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  proponed 
operations  against  Fori  Gaines. 

No.  255.]  Fi-iOSHip  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  November  14,  1868. 

Sm:  I  am  once  more  in  the  Mississippi  River.'  I  deemed  that  my 
presence  here  would  he  well,  as  the  French  admiral  in  here  with  two 
vessels  at  the  city  and  a  frijjate  at  the  har;  tliere  is  als*)  an  Eti^lish 
corvette  off  the  ctly.  an<I  we  sailin-s  understand  each  other  bel-ter  in 
many  cases  than  landsmen. 

General  Butler  also  informed  me  that  he  was  operating  very  lately 
for  his  forces  on  the  Upelousas,  which  was  an  additional  reason  for 
my  entering  the  river. 

I  enclose  herewith  Lieutenant-Commander  Buchanan's  report.* 
He  is  commanding  the  naval  forces  cooperatinif  with  the  army  in 
Opelousas,  and  has  alreadv  had  two  fights  witli  tae  enemy's  steamers 
and  lanil  fon-es.  These  little  vessels  require  a  sheet  of  boiler  in»i 
around  Iheni  as  a  protection  against  inusKetrv,  when  they  would  bo 
able  to  run  up  the  whole  length  of  the  river  ancl  catch  all  the  boats  in 
tlie  branches. 

1  called  on  General  Butler  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  when  he 
could  give  me  a  small  force  to  attack  Fort  Gaines,  and  to  notify  him 
that  wlicn  the  Department  wished  it  I  would  attack  the  forts  and  go 
through  Mobile  Bay  without  his  assistance,  but  that  it  would  embar- 
rass me  veiy  much  not  to  have  my  communication  open  with  the 
outside,  and  that  with  l,()00  men  to  mena<'e  Gaines  in  the  rear  I. felt 
certain  (liey  would  soon  abandon  Ixjth  forts,  once  we  got  in.side. 

}fe  proniist'd  to  Hssist  in  the  operution  as  soon  as  General  Weitzel 
returned  from  OpeloUKas,  although  he  ui^es  me  to  attack  Port  Hud- 
son first,  as  lie  wishes  to  break  up  that  rendezvous  before  we  go 
outj^ide.  It  will  take  at  least  S.ttOO  men  to  take  Port  Hudson.  I  am 
ready  for  anytlxing.  but  desire  troops  to  hold  what  we  get.  The  gen- 
eral has  really  not  naif  troops  enougn ;  he  requires  at  least  20,000  more 
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mon  to  hold  tho  places  and  do  >;ood  Bcrvic**  in  Ihw  river  and  occupy 
tlalvcHlon,  whither  ho  proposes  to  send  a  rnj^iinont. 
Voiy  rt'spectfull_j',  your  ohcMliunt  servant, 

D.  G.   FARRA<ilT. 

Rear-Admintl. 
Hon.  GiiiKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nnify. 


Report  of  Oajitain.  JenJchis,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  Jor  the  re- 
stnction  of  blockade  runners  in  Juistiiss^ippi  Sound. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  Entrance,  Novemher  /5,  186^. 

Snt:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lioutcnant-Ooinntandpr 
Henry  A.  Adanvs,  jr.,  coniman<iing  tho  -steamer  J.  P.  Jackson  in  Mis'- 
sissippi  Soiinii,  a  copy  of  whicli  I  transmit  hen'wilh  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  comnuinieated  by  Captain  Adams 
may  have  been  designed  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  hlotrkndin^ 
vessels  from  some  otiier  object  of  his;  yet  it  seems  to  me  tliat  it  would 
be  wise  to  increase  our  force  about  Grant's  Pass. 

There  may  be  more  water  throueh  that  pass  or  in  the  {repi>rted) 
new  channef  around  Heron  Island  tiian  we  Imve  been  led  hithert4)  to 
believe,  in  which  case  a  da.sl»  niiglit  be  made  by  a  superior  force  upon 
the  single  vessel  at  present  available  for  guarding  those  and  tlie  adja- 
cent waters  of  tiie  sotuid.  The  Haiteran  will  proceed  t<»  relieve  the 
J.  P.  Jackson  in  the  sound  as  soon  as  the  commanders  can  exchange 
tlieir  vessels. 

I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  hear  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Jack- 
ftons  en^ncs  and  boilers  that  it  will  require  some  time  tu  repair  them. 
In  the  meantime  tlie  HaUfniJi  nmst  be  left  alone  to  prevent  vessels 
from  passing  through  Mississippi  Sound. 

If  tlie  Almini,^s  could  be  spared  from  other  service  to  cooperate 
with  the  liatteras  until  the  repairs  of  the  JacA*S'>n>enffiiie8  and  boilers 
are  completed,  I  think  we  mijjht  feel  sure  that  the  small  vessels  seen  in 
Mobile  Bay,  and  apparently  waiting  an  opportunity  to  i-un  the  block- 
ndc,  would  be  foiled  in  any  attciripts  they  might  make  to  escape  by 
(hut  route. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thobnton  a.  Jenkins. 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

t3ommodore  U.  H.  Bell.  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer,  Pensaeola. 


Order  of  Reor-Adwiral  Farramti,  O.  S.  Navy,  to  Actinff  Master  Crocker, . 
U.  S.  Nai^y,  comm/inding  U.  S.  S.  Kensington,  reffarding  transporta- 
tion of  Texas  refugees  to  Galveston. 

Flagship  Uaktfoud, 
New  Orleans,  November  15,  186^. 
Sm:   You  will  proceed  to  Galveston,  Tex.,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ken- 
sington under  your  command,  taking  with  you  such  orduancc  stores 
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ati  the  comniaiuling  officer  al  Peiiisaculn  luuy  (lirec:!.  Deliver  the  same 
to  Commander  Ki'iishaw  for  (ho  tiso  of  his  vonsols.  You  will  aUo  make 
a  requisition  For  ami  lake  down  with  you  to  Comman<irr  Kenshaw 
suilicicnt  cofTe^^  to  iiLst  5(10  men  two  months. 

After  dcHveiing  thof^o  jirticfes  j'ou  will  prooe^  to  the  motith  of  the 
Rio  Grande  for  the  purpose  of  watching  vessels  passing  in  and  out  of 
that  port. 

Your  principal  duty,  however,  will  be  to  receive  on  board  Texan 
refugees  sent  off  to  you  by  the  conKul.  Wlion  you  have  100  or  up- 
ward on  board  you  will  nm  up  and  deliver  them  at  Galvfwton. 

You  will  deliver  a  letter  which  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Commodore 
Bell  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serx'ant, 

ID.  G.  FAnHAorr,] 

Refir-Admiral, 
Acting  Master  Fredk.  Crocker, 

Comnuxnding  U.  S.  S.  Kensin^on. 


Instructions  jrom  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S.  Nat)y,  to  Captnhi  Jenhim, 
U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oiieuia,  off  Mohik  Bar. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyx, 
Petisacola  Bay,  November  15,  1862. 

Mt  Dear  Captain  :  T  have  given  you  the  Ttaticmrt  for  two  or  three 
days  to  strengthen  your  outside,  until  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
Jackson  to  go  for  coal,  when  you  will  please  send  the  Uatteras  into  the 
sound. 

Please  send  the  Kanmclia  to  Pensacola  for  coal,  etc.,  as  soon  as  the 
Hatteras  joins  you.  The  Pocahontas  will  be  with  you  about  tVednes- 
day. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  Pin-ota  having  joined  you.  She  has  been 
a  long  time  rcpairingj  six  or  eight  weeks. 

When  you  are  satisfied  of  having  sufficient  foire  before  Mobile, 
witlmut  tlie  presence  of  the  Guyhr,  send  her  to  cniise  ofT  tbe  coa.st 
on  latitude  28°  30'  N.  and  between  S7''  ;J0'  and  m"  30'  W.  longitude. 

I  observe  it  reported  that  Major  Hussell,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  com- 
mitted suicide  on  the  .'ilst  October.     Poor  fellow ! 

Ail  expedition  from  Pen.sact>la  up  the  Blackwat^r  brought  news 
three  days  ago  that  Bragg's  army  was  completely  annihilated  in  Ken- 
tucky. "This  agrees  pretty  much  with  the  reports  in  the  Northern 
papers. 

AlcCIellan  makes  but  a  slow  advance  by  land;  whilst  the  elections 
are  said  to  be  going  very  decidedly  against  the  Repuhlicans.  This 
may  be  so. 

fsend  the  letters  of  the  Winona  and  Vincennfs  and  Maria  Wood  to 
be  ft>rwarded  by  tbe  Jackson  as  the  moat  convenient  and  ready  com- 
munication. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  off  Mobile  Bar, 
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Instructions  from  Comvwdore  BfU,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins, 
V .  S.  Navy,  commanding  bloclcoHe  off  Mobile  Hay. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Penencoh  Boy,  Novrmtifr  15,  1802. 
Sir:   I  have  ordered  the  Hntiema  to  you  for  blockading  off  the  bar 
until  it  shall  Iw  nt't^cssary  for  the  Jtirksnn  to  leave  her  station. 

\Vlien  the  Jarlnon  runs  out  of  coal  send  licr  to  Ship  Island  to  do  the 
needful  repairs  upon  her  machiner}-.  and  send  the  Batteraft  into  tlie 
sound  to  take  her  place  near  Grant's  Pass,  whence  Lieutenant-(^om- 
mander  BInke  may  observe  the  rebels  inside  of  Mobile  Bay,  afloat  and 
ashore,  and  give  IlIui  instructions  about  the  blockade  of  the  sound 
generally,  as  far  west  hm  Horn  Island,  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass,  par- 
ticularly, is  to  be  looke<t  after  by  that  vessel. 

Enjoin  upon  Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  to  get  the  Jackson 
ready  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore  and  Sfuior  Officer. 
Captain  T^iohnton  A.  Jknkins, 

Commandinff  Blockade  off  Mobile  Baij, 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy^  rsferrinff  to  proposed 
purchase  of  steamer  Sykes. 

No.  256.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  November  /5,  JfiSS. 
Sir:  The  jreneral  informs  me  that  1  c-an  purchase  the  steamer 
Syhes,  referred  tu  in  my  No.  222.  for  the  sum  of  $1 9,000.  With  n  plat- 
ing of  boiler  iron,  which  we  can  put  on  her.  she  will  be  admirably 
adapted  for  oj>eratioiia  in  the  small  lakes,  bayous,  and  rivers  which 
abound  on  this  cuust. 

Very"  res[)ectfxiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  GiBEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


: 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  prize  court  in  Nev)  Orleans. 

No.  257.]  FijvoaHTP  Hartford, 

Nmi  Orleans,  November  15,  t862. 
Sir;  I  respectfully  bee  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to 
tlie  using  of^its  efforts  Ktr  tiio  establishing  of  a  prize  court  in  New 
Orleans.  Many  small  vessels  are  captured  along  the  coast  which  it 
would  be  iniprudent  t*t  send  even  to  Key  West  at  this  season  of  the 
yeur,  and  they  would  be  entirely  lost  to  both  narties  before  the  spring 
or  summer,  as  tbey  are  generally  ba4lly  found  with  ground  tackling, 
and  often  go  ashore  in  the  first  gale  of  wind  that  oc<!urs  aft*r  their 
capture.     Many  of  them  have  no  copper  on  their  bottoms,  and  when 
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brought  out  of  the  creeks  from  whence  tliey  trade  they  are  soon 
destroyed  by  worms. 

.Ul  of  which  18  respectfully  submitted  by 
Yoiir  obedient  servant, 

D.  O.  Fahraoit, 
liear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Westfrn  OuJf  /ifnchading  Stimtdron. 

.  Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Scaetary  0}  the  Navy,  Wafthinffton,  H.  0. 


RecormmssaTict.  up  Misifiitsippi  River  to  Port  llndaon,  La.j  Novemher 

IS,  iS62. 

Beport  of  Lleatonuit-Oommander  Ransom,  T7.  B.  Vstj,  oommftnillBg  \S.  8.  B.  KinMt  trAlll- 

miRlQg  additional  report!. 

U.  S.  (lUNBOAT    KiNKO, 

New  Orleans,  November  tS,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  10:30  p.  m.  on  the  15th 
mstant  1  proceeded  up  tlte  river  from  I)onai(i.stmville,  ac<^onipunied 
by  the  Sriotu,  Katahdin,  and  Itafiva,  passing  liatan  Iiou|^e  at  7  a.  m. 
and  arriving;  abreast  of  the  head  of  Profit  Island  at  \ii:'.io  a.ni.  Here, 
on  the  east  bank,  we  discovered  a  very  lioavv  anil  extensive  earth- 
work, which  I  estimated  to  be  fully  SO  ("eet  in  height,  above  the  water 
level,  on  which  I  could  count,  from  the  foreciuille  of  this  vessel,  five 
guns,  easily  distinguishable  with  a  glass.  An  ollicer  in  the  crosstrees 
reported  seven,  and  evidently  of  large  caliber.  I  moved  up  slowlv 
within  H  distance  cstimat^vl  at  about  one  mile  from  this  battery,  until 
I  could  plainly  distinguish  with  my  glass  the  color  of  the  clothes  worn 
by  men  standing  for  a  moment  upon  the  parapets;  they  soon  disap- 
peared. 

Here  I  remninrd  stemming  the  current,  sometimes  aponuiching  a 
little  closer,  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minut»'s.  idways  keeping  the 
vessel  under  easv  command  with  the  helm,  and  closely  followed  by  the 
other  vessels  inline. 

We  had  evidently  taken  all  by  surprise  from  Baton  Uougo  up  to  the 
time  of  doubling  a  point,  itf  Prolit  Island,  where  we  hove  in  sight'  fu^st 
of  a  party  on  the  west  bank  having  a  Hag  for  making  telegrapliic  sig- 
nals. They  fled  rapidly  up  hchind  the  levee,  but  occasionally  the 
man  with  the  flag  would  apncar  upon  the  levee,  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  telegraph,  and  whi<n  I  endeavored  to  prevent  by  the  use  of 
the  Parrott  rifle.  He,  however,  succeeded  probably  in  conveying 
fi4>me  intelligence,  for  he  made  reneattid  attempts,  thougii  each  time  that 
he  appeaiT-d  a  shot  fnim  tbe  rifle  rpiickly  interrupted  liim.  On  arriv- 
ing at  the  hend  of  the  island  a  body  of  30  or  40  cavalry  was  seen,  wliii-h 
had  evidently  be<Mi  surprised,  and  were  movinj^  nipidly  away  toward 
the  rear  of  the  earthwork.  The  rifle  was  quickly  shiftiMl  over  and 
fired  at  them.  Soon  after  this  a  squadron  of  cavalry  was  seen  on 
the  west  bank,  moving  *lown  towanl  us,  and  in  a  few  miimtes  this 
parly  ha<l  the  audacity  Ut  -show-  their  heads  above  the  levee  directly 
abreast  of  us.  They  dlsappeareil  instantlj',  after  a  weU-dirccted  sliot 
fnnn  the  rifle,  whic^  seemed  indeed  to  strike  right  in  the  midst  of 
them. 

Some  contrabands  appearing  soon  after  tills,  corauig  down  to  the 
water  near  the  same  place,  1  dispatched  a  boat  and  brought  two  of 
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them  on  board;  and  for  tlu^  inr<irmHtion  obtained  from  them,  which  I 
ileeme«i  somewhat  importaiifr,  I  beg  leave  to  jvfcr  you  to  two  of  the 
enclosed  papers  -one  marked  A,  the  other  B. 

InimeMiately  on  coming  aboard  these  coulrabaads  informed  me 
verv  particularly  of  a  battciy  of  seven  larj^  guns  on  a  hill  nearer  to  U3 
than  the  one  1  have  mentioned,  but  not  so  hij;h.  and  Iiid  from  us  by  a 
point  of  woods.  They  suagesU'd  that  if  I  woultl  go  in>,  just  to  pass 
that  pouit,  t  would  see  the  guns  plainly.     One  of  the 


[•m 


had 


en 


employed  four  weeks  i^  in  getting  some  of  those  guns  into  position. 

The  position  of  the  iirst-mcntioned  very  fonuidable  battery  is  such 
that  it  can  effectually  command  the  narrow  channel  tlirougb  which 
vessels  would  have  to  aj)proach  it  from  below.  The  channel  is  so 
narrow  Uiat  the  vessel  tluis  approuchiiiK  would  be  made  necessarily 
to  head  almost  directly  for  the  nattery,  full  twenty  minuU^s  under  its 
tremendous  fire,  ere  she  woxdd  be  in  a  position  tliat  she  might  reply 
with  a  sinj^le  broadside  gun;  and  by  tliis  time  she  would  be  receivmg 
the  cross  hre  of  the  lower  seven-gun  battery,  hitherto  concealed  by  the 
trees,  and  of  other  batteries  higher  up  along  the  cliffs  in  the  bend. 

I  observed  unmistakable  appearances  of  earthwork  and  of  bat- 
teries at  irregidar  intervals,  extending  away  into  the  ben<i.  At  first, 
on  arriving  in  sight  of  Port  Hudson,  I  obser\'ed  nximerous  tents  scat- 
tered along  between  the  lirst  discovered  earthwork  and  the  bend, 
where  the  encampment  seemed  regular  and  verj'  extensive;  they 
were  hurriedly  struck  as  we  approached.  I  could  not  bring  the  XI- 
inch  gun  to  bear  upon  the  batt**ry  at  any  time  without  maneuvering 
in  the  narrow  channel  in  a  manner  to  incur  greater  risk  to  the  vessel^ 
than  it  seemed  io  mo  could  be  justified  by  the  ciirumslancea.  ' 

I  am  fully  convinced,  sir.  by  the  information  which  I  have  obtained 
from  various  sources,  and  by  my  own  careful  observations,  that  the 
fortifications  of  Port  Hudson  are  now  made,  by  the  peculiar  advan- 
tages of  situation,  capable  of  resisting  more  effectually  than  Vicksburg 
thepaesage  of  any  vessel  or  fleet. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  our  reconnoiaaance.  as  nearly  as 
possible  m  accordance  with  voiu*  instructions  to  me,  and  very  satis- 
lactorily,  I  believe,  as  regards  the  matter  of  soundings  and  the  loca- 
tion ofbatteriea,  1  made  the  signal  to  turn  downstream,  beginning 
with  the  rear  vessel.  This,  in  that  narrow  channel,  we  found  a  some- 
what difficult  maneuver  and  tedious,  having  to  reverse  engines,  first 
to  back,  then  to  go  ahead  very  slow.  Durmg  the  time  occupied  in 
turning — nearly  twenty  minutes — we  were  in  constant  expectation  of 
being  opened  upon  from  the  rebel  batterj',  and  on  getting  faii'ly 
pointed  down  the  stream  I  felt  somewhat  gratefid  that  our  expecta-- 
tions  in  that  respect  had  not  been  realized.  Not  a  shot,  not  even  a^ 
musket,  was  firea  at  us  at  any  time  during  the  reconnoissance. 

On  approaching  near  to  the  lower  end  of  Profit  Island  on  the  pas- 
sage up,  I  fixed  unhesitatingly  upon  a  place  peculiarly  suitable  in  all 
respects  for  the  landing  of  an  army.  Here,  about  5  miles  distant 
from  the  rear  of  the  nearest  rebel  battery,  and  where  our  troo|>s  might 
be  well  protected  Iiy  gunboats  against  any  opposition  from  the  enemy 
to  their  landing,  artillery  or  cavalry  may  be  disembarked  without 
dilficulty  or  delay  whatever, 

I  ascertained  quite  to  my  satisfaction,  by  examination  of  contra- 
bands, thnt  no  trot)ps  have  been  crossed  over  from  Port  Hudson.     No 
preparation  has  been  made  for  a  battery  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,. 
X  w  a— VOL  19 !M 


3e'52 


AVEST   GULF   BLOCKAOING   SQITADUON. 


I  encIoHe  herewith  reports  of  Lieulonanl-Commivndcr  Koe,  Lieu- 
t^-iuinMVniimamler  Lewis,  and  of  Lieutenant  Koiljjcrs,  exonitivp 
oMiccr  of  thits  voHsel.  Accompanying  these  several  reports  of  our 
ol>Hor\-ations,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  hand  vou  also  lliree  v(irv  truth- 
ful sketches — one  from  the  A'ff/a/frfm,  by  *rhird  Assistant  I^nginecr 
William  L  Keid,  and  twn  hy  Acting  Masl^'r's  Mate  Walter  H,  Davis, 
who  wius  yttttioned  upon  the  fore  crosstrces  of  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verj*  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Ransom, 

Lie  u  tnm  v  i~Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  KARRAfJUT, 

Comtiiaiuling  WrsUm  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  LitiittnAiit-Oommander  Boft,  V.  8.  Vnrj.  eommaQding  D.  B.  8.  Katahdin. 

U.  S.  Gt'NBOAT   KaTAHDIN, 

DonaMjtonviflr,  La.,  November  17,  180:3. 

Sir:  On  the  Hth  instant  I  received  your  instructions  to  make  a 
part  of  an  armed  reconnoissancc  to  Port  Hudson.  At  10:30  on  the 
night  of  the  1 5th  T  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  and  took  my 
station  in  the  line  of  gunboats,  next  to  tlie  Kinco. 

I  understood  the  oliject  of  the  reconnoissancc  to  be  tlu-eefold,  viz: 
Jsl.  to  ascertain  if  the  river  was  obstructed  from  Baton  Rouge  to  Port 
lludsuri.  and  determine  the  difficulties,  whether  bv  obslniciion  nl 
channel,  or  batteries,  or  rifle  pits;  2d,  to  selwt  llie"l)est  p<Ksiiion  for 
landing  troops  to  act  against  tne  enemy  between  the  two  points  men- 
tioned; 3d,  to  determme  if  the  enemy  had  fortified  Port  Hudson, 
and,  if  possible,  to  what  extent. 

No  batteries  or  rifle  pits  were  foimd  until  I  arrived  above  the  head 
of  Profit  Island.  The  channel  is  totally  imobstructed,  and  the  sound- 
ings re(iuired  arc  Iierewith  eneltksed.  I  estimate  that  two-tl>irds  of 
the  distance  from  Baton  Rouge  to  the  head  of  Profit  Island,  the 
banks  on  both  sides  are  at  an  average  height  of  20  feet  or  25  feet  above 
the  water.  These  heighti*  afford  ine  enemy  a  plunging  fire  upon  the 
low  decks  of  our  gunboats,  with  either  artillery  or  nuisketry.  Most 
of  the  banks  are  tliickly  wooded,  and  afford  good  cover  for  mfantry, 
whose  ability  to  make  use  of  such  advantages  has  been  fnlly  demon- 
strated in  less  suitable  positions. 

The  only  place  that  seemed  to  me  good  for  landing  a  large  number 
of  troops  IS  situated  just  below  the  ^t  of  Profit  Island,  on  the  east 
bank,  at  a  place  partially  wooded.  This  about  5  miles  from  the 
enemy's  first,  batlery.  T  believe  agood  road  exists  near  to  the  landing 
dace  proposed.  lea'(iiug  up  to  the  heights,  in  rear  of  the  first  battery, 
t  is  marked  on  the  accompan^nng  sketch. 

Upon  reaching  the  heaa  of  Profit  L-^laud  I  discovered  the  first  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  situated  upon  the  first  rising  cliiT,  about  SO  feet 
ahi>ve  the  level  of  the  water.  I  saw  five  gims  of  apparently  heavy 
caliber.  The  para(>et  is  high,  the  embrasures  deep,  and  the  earth- 
works heavy  and  very  thick.  Onlv  a  portion  of  tliis  battery  could 
be  s(wn;  the  lower  extension  of  whfch  is  masked  bv  trees,  an^  which 
is  80  constructed  as  not  to  be  revealed  until  a  ship  Is  above  it,  so  that 
she  will  be  placed  directh'  in  a  cross  file  from  above  and  below.    An 
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encHinpinont  was  pitched  in  t!ie  rt-ar  of  tho  battery,  which  tho  ciiomy 
struck  upon  our  anproach. 

About  a  lialf  inile  above  the  first  is  a  second  batten,*,  and  about  the 
same  distance  above  that  are  positive  appearances  of  a  third.  At 
each  of  these  places  I  saw  tents  of  a  lur^e  encampment.  StilJ  farther 
ttlxivc  I  obsen'ed  other  tenUs,  as  far  up  tin  the  acute  angle  of  tho  bend. 
I  could  see  no  farther  on  account  of  tlie  bend,  which  makes  an  acute 
angle  at  this  point.  I  could  see  the  shoal  from  the  point  opposite, 
running  a  long  distance  deep  into  the  bend,  making  it  necessary  for 
veasels  to  pa^  close  under  the  diivct  phingin^  fue  of  tho  batteries. 

I  consi(fered  ntyself  threc-tiuarters  of  a  mile  from  the  first  battery 
when  these  obsei'vations  were  made  and  wlien  I  turned  around  to 
retire.  We  were  within  good  range  of  tho  guns  of  the  enemy  for 
about  one  hour,  and  I  attribute  his  not  firing  upon  us  to  his  desire  to 
get  us  under  the  cross  fire  of  the  lower  extension  of  his  lower  battery, 
where  we  would  have  found  it  very  difficult  indeed  to  turn  round. 
At  the  place  where  I  turned  round,  the  channel  was  so  narrow  that 
I  was  compelled  to  work  round  on  a  pivot,  not  pemutting  my  ve; 
to  go  alieud  more  than  twice  her  length.     Thi.s  occupied  a  long  time. 

I  have  evprv  reason  to  believe  that  the  entire  crescent  of  tho  cliffs 
for  a  space  oi  5  miles  is  heavily  fringed  with  Imtteries  of  tlio  most 
formidable  charact<'r,  giving  tlie  enemy  a  range  on  tlie  river  of  at  least 
9  niilctt,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  any  navy  can  pass 
through  it.  It  is  even  a  more  formidable  i>osition  than  Forts  Jackso: 
and  St.  Philip.  I  would  obser\'o  also  that  a  rise  of  water  in  the  river 
is  necessary  before  sliips  can  possibly  operate  against  tliis  lofty  line 
of  defenses. 

I  must  apolomze  for  the  cnide  sketch  berewnth  furnished  by  Assist- 
ant Kngiiieer  William  I.  Reid.  He  {htes  nut  pretend  to  be  able  to  do 
more  than  to  give  a  rougli,  though  accurate,  representation  of  posi- 
tions, Ui  illustrate  my  report.  Tiie  batteries  of  Port  Hudson  are  a 
living  fact,  and  the  representations  I  have  frequently  had  made  to 
me  by  refugees,  white  and  black,  are  fuUy  confirmed  by  my  obser\*a~ 
tions.  It  must  be  bonie  in  mind  that  the  narrowness  of  the  channel 
prevents  observations  of  sufficient  extent  to  pot  views  at  different 
angles  and  points  of  pei-si>ective. 

In  conclusion,  1  congratulate  you  upon  the  very  able  and  fearless 
manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  this  delicate  duty,  and  I  humbly 
trust  that  the  admiral  may  appreciate  your  services. 

!I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scr\'ant, 
F.  A.  Roe, 
Lieutemmt-Cmnmnnder. 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  M.  Ran'.som, 
Commnndiiui  Flntifia  Ahom  Neu>  Orleans^ 
■ 
noissi 
Ha 
panie 


Xvport  of  Lientauuit  Rodgsn,  V.  8.  Navy,  •XAootiva  offloar  of  tha  JJ.  1.  8.  Klnto. 

r.  S.  GrxBOAT  KrxEO,  November  17.  186J. 

Sni:  Having  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  from  a  successful  recon- 
noissance  to  Port  Hudson,  La.,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

Having  left  Donaldsonville  at  10:30  p.  m.,  November  15,  accom- 
panied by  the  gunboats  Sciota,  Kaiahdin,  and  Itasca,  we  steamed  up 
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the  river,  passing  Baton  Kuuge  about  daylight,  so  that  al>oye  that 
niaco  we  hat!  tlie  opportunity  of  oI>s(rrving  rlosely  everj-thinj;  on  hoth 
naTik-s.  We  saw,  however,  nothing  worthj-  of  note,  everything  heing 
quiet  and  very  few  people  showing  themselves.  Ahout  ".l  n'eloek  we 
came  up  with  the  lower  end  of  Profit  Island.  At  this  place,  and  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  about  7  niiles  below  Port  Jludson  there  is 
a  very  good  place  for  landmg  troops — in  fact  the  only  good  place 
whicli  I  observed  siutablo  for  thai  purpose. 

Profit  Island  is  thickly  wooded,  and  here  the  river  takes  a  sharp 
bend  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  see  but  a  short  distance  up  the  river. 
We  sounded  the  channel  from  the  foot  to  the  head  of  this  inland,  and 
found  at  least  7  fathoms.  Coming  up  with  the  head  of  Profit  Island 
we  could  see  Port  Hudaon,  and  apparently  tliia  was  the  iirst  intima- 
tion tUey  had  of  our  approach,  as  we  now  saw  on  the  west  bank  and 
a  short  distance  above  us  a  man  on  horseback  making  signals  with 
a  /lag,  which  were  answered  just  below  the  fortifications  on  tl»e  oppo- 
site side.  Here  wo  saw  on  the  cast  bank,  about  2  miles  above  us,  a 
battery  of  six  gims.  We  steamed  slowly  up,  looking  closely,  and  saw 
a  short  distance  above  the  battery  anotlier  one  oi  two  guns.  We 
steamed  up  to  within  a  mile  of  the  lower  battery  and  I  expecUnl  them 
t<»open  on  us,  but  observing  that  they  did  not  do  so,  I  ronld  judge  i)ix'tty 
clearly  that  their  object  was  to  get  uh  cIonci  unrler  their  gims  (which 
were  situated  at  an  elevation  of  about  75  feci  above  the  present  level 
of  the  river)  and  then  open  on  us  at  the  same  time  with  ttie  battery 
above,  thus  getting  us  under  a  cross  fire,  After  examining  ch)sely 
thej*e  fortifications  we  turned  round  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
From  what  I  observed,  and  fronj  what  information  I  deduced  from 
a  contraband  who  came  on  board  just  below  this  place,  I  think  they 
had  masked  batteries  which  we  did  nr>t  see  and  witii  which  they  would 
open  on  us  at  short  range.  The  channel  of  the  river  runs  close  to 
the  west  bank  and  is  so  narrow  that  not  more  than  one  or  two  gun- 
boats roidd  bring  their  batteries  to  bear  at  a  time,  and  to  attack  them 
at  a  short  range  they  wouhl  liave  an  a<tvantage,  as  owing  to  their 
elevated  position  our  fire  would  not  be  very  effective,  and  we  would 
besides  he  very  nnich  expcwed  to  the  firo  of  musketry.  It  can,  how- 
ever, be  attaclced  with  advantage  by  landing  troops  below,  at  the  place 
above  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant , 

Fkedk.  Rodgers, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Naoy, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  M.  Uansou,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Heport  of  Lieat«n«Dt  L«vii,  V.  B.  Vary,  coinm*adlD|r  U.  B.  8.  luioa. 

I'.  S.  GuABOAT  Itasca, 
Mississippi  lirver,  Nm^ember  17.  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  oI  my  observations  yes- 
terday during  the  reconnoissance  of  the  gunboat  notilla  above  Baton 
Kouge.  as  high  up  as  Port  Hudson. 

From  the  most  careful  obsei-vations  I  was  enabled  to  make,  I  did 
not  discover  on  either  bank  of  the  river  (although  there  were  nuiner- 
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ous  points  and  Incalilios  fni'  thorn)  an3'1hing  (hat  would  se«m  to  indi- 
calf  (Miiltrasurfs,  Imlteries.  or  rifle  pils  until  mir  arrival  in  the  vicinity 
of  Port  Hudson,  and  there,  at  about  one  mile  or  so  below  the  to\\'n, 
I  discovered  at  once  a  veiy  strong  and  fonnidable  earthwork,  situated 
nj*on  a  eonmianding  eiuinem-e.  looking  down  the  hend  of  the  river 
an«l  having  ^"eal  advantage  civer  approaching  vessels,  as  ut  this 
narlicular  [K)uit  they  would  be  necessarily  obliged  to  Hteani  nearly 
lu'a4l  on. 

This  earthwork  seemed  to  have  numerous  embrasures,  and  in  six  or 
eight  of  them  I  discovered  guns  of  tolerable  caliber;  but  from  the  posi- 
tion of  my  vessel  I  could  nut  discern  whether  or  unt  the  other  embra- 
sures had  guns  in  them;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  from  the man3'^ eligible 
and  commanding  [Hisitions  about  and  around  this  battery,  plain  (o 
view,  that  tliere  ai"e  others  c^)nceftled  and  will  fie  disclosed  at  such 
times  as  may  best  suit  tlie  rebels.  It  is  evident,  however,  to  mv  ideas 
and  i»|>iniims,  that  vessels  in  passing  nr  making  an  attack  must  he  sub- 
jected to  not  only  a  plunging,  but  also  a  cr<tss  fire.  My  distance  at  the 
i)<)ini  i)f  luy  I>est  obsen'ations  1  shuuUi  judge  (being  third  vessel  in 
huo)  Ut  have  been  about  one  mile  and  u  half  to  two  miles  froni  the 
batteries  described. 

From  infarraalion  derived  from  a  contraband  picked  up  below  Port 
Hudson  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  liver  satisfies  me  that  my  obser- 
vations with  respect  to  the  described  battery  are  correct,  and  that 
guns  have  been  brought  to  Port  Hud3))n  by  steamers  from  above  and 
placed  in  battery  thei-e.  He  also  states,  according  to  his  own  lan- 
guage, when  (piestioned  as  Ut  tlu*  number  of  troops  about  Port  Hud- 
son, that  "  there  are  flocks  and  droves  of  them.  "  and  great  niunlHTs 
of  them  armed  with  double-barreled  shotguns.  1  saw  myself  what  I 
took  to  be  numerous  camps  and  tents  in  tne  rear  and  different  points 
about  the  town. 

Aa  to  the  best  point  for  landing  troops  with  regard  to  an  attack 
upon  the  forces  and  l)atteriea  of  Port  Hudson,  without  dotibt  the  place 
to  be  selected  shouhl  be  at  the  foot  of  Profit  Island,  the  bank  there 
.being  shelving  and  clear.  Boats  could  nm  up  on  it.  out  with  their 
■plattnrms,  and  gn^at  (|uantilieH  of  trm>p8  could  be  landed  at  short 
notice,  and  unless  tlie  rebels  have  <*oncealed  batteries  back  of  this 
laniling  thi-y  could  be  safely  landed. 

The  river  seems  cerlaiuiy  clear  of  any  .sunken  obstniction  up  to 
Port  Hudson,  but  from  the  denseness  of  some  of  the  slirubbeiy  and 
tn*es  at  certain  points  and  bends  of  the  river,  together  with  the  heights 
of  the  hanks,  it  may  be  certain  that  concealed  batteries  may  exist 
some  distance  bchnv  Port  Hndsou,  for  really  the  nat\u'al  advantages 
as  described  would  seem  Ut  inviU'  it,  and  if  the  rebels  have  not  taken 
advantage  of  it,  it  certainly  must  be  because  they  Vmve  not  the  guns. 
A  better  chance  for  artillery  or  musketry  to  operote  with  deadly  effect 
upou  the  uncovered  «lecks  ^»f  ves.se]s  pa*vsing  up  or  down  the  river 
could  not  be  conceived  of. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

R(»B.  F.  R.  Lewis, 
l/ieuiettant,  ComtiMnding. 

GiM>.  M.  Ransom, 

LieutenaiU,  ('mnmantling  Gitnloat  hlniUla,  M i^aittfnppi  River, 
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Report  of  Captain  Jenklnjt,  U,  S.  Navy,  rfffardinff  iJie  chasing  ashore  oj 
a  Confedfrate  schooner  and  her  dtstrucHon  6y  fire. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneiua, 
Off  MohUc  fCiifrancf.  Novembtr  17,  1862. 
Sir;  The  Kaiuiv^hi,  LitMilrnaiU-Coinniandor  Ft'l)iji.'fr,  cha-m^d  a 
larijr  rohcl  si'honiipr'u.shon'  this  fonMUKni  a  few  miles  to  the  etusLwartl. 
The  rrow  tibatu)i>iio(i  the  vessel  after  having  set  her  on  lire.  The 
heavy  surf  uu  the  heuuh  preveiUed  CapLain  Kebiger  from  landing,  but 
he.  with  the  assistanee  of  the  Ivftttifhtr.  Lieulenant-Coimnander  Rus- 
sell. kei)t  the  rebel  coasL  j^iijiril  (which  made  it.s  appearniice  very  soon 
after  the  <'re\v  of  the  schooner  had  left  her)  from  extinjruishing  the 
flames,  and  also  from  savinjj  any  of  the  cargo  of  much  value.  The 
vessel  was  tm  lire  two  and  a  iuilf  houi"s.  at  the  exj>iralion  uf  wliieh 
time  the  fire  and  surf  had  pretty  eifeetually  destroyed  both  vessel  and 
cargo. 

Very  respectfully, 

TnonvTON  A.  Jknktns, 
Captain  ami  .SV//?'or  Officer. 
Commodore  H.  TT.  Bki.i,,  T'.  S.  Navy, 

Senwr  Officer  Vommamiing  at  Pensacoia. 


Report  of  Captain  Wallrer,  U.  S.  Na^fy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  De  SotOt 
of  arrival  at  Pkiladelpkia. 

V.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 
Navg  Yard,  Philadelphia,  November  IS,  tSSS. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  vou  the  arrival  of  this  ship  for 
repairs,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Hear-Admiral  Farragut  of  the 
iSLli  ultimo. 

I  am,  sii",  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navtf. 
Hon.  Secubtabt  ov  the  Navy, 

Wnnhington.  ■ 


IjCtier  Jrojn.  Rrar'.UtmirnJ  Farrngnt,  If.  S.  Nan/,  to  Cnmmodorf  BeU, 
U .  S,  Na%*y,  referring  to  the  reconnttisaancf  to  Port  Hudson. 

FL.\Gsinp  Uautford, 
New  Orlfun^.  November  IS.  iS6^. 

Dear  CoMXioixmE:  I  have  reeoived  nothing  from  v<m  al]  bv  the 
Stjkfg  as  yet.  I  hear  from  Lieutenant-Commander  ifadiean  that  a 
vessel  has  uriivoit  with  provisions  at  Sliip  Island,  and  that  he  has 
yory  proi>orly  sent  her  to  iVnsarola,  the  - —  from  Philadelphia. 
I  bought  a  stove  for  tlie  hnsj)itat.  which  will  i;o  over  in  the  k<ykes.  It 
is  to  stand  in  the  center  of  the  downstairs  loom,  the  pipe  to  go  through 
the  lloor  and  a  drum  in  the  upstairs  room.  I  also  nought  oil;  taeks, 
both  copper  and  iron. 

The  gunb(mtf)  are  now  up  the  river  on  a  reconnoiusance  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  as  soon  as  Weitzel  returns  I  think  we  will  attack  it  or 
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Mobile.  They  aro  very  much  in  want  of  pmvisitins  here,  sii  I  in>j)e 
vou  Iiavo  put  thosr  roiiiiired  hv  lln'  comnitKloic  hnv  on  lumni  the 
TenneHHef  ami  sent  l»*r  Imck.  f  nrii  st)  nnxii^us  lo  Icniii  if  the  oil  has 
arrived  from  any  i|uarter  to  the  relief  of  the  bli«'ka»h'rH.  If  the  fCrn- 
sirtaton  did  not  get  any  at  Key  \Ve«t  let  me  know,  Un'  I  can  ^el  1,300 
gaUona  more  at  a  very  reasonable  price—  $2.  Pleaae  have  the  smitke- 
staek  of  the  Tennessee  made  at  the  yard.  a3  I  sent  the  iron  round 
in  her. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farkaout. 
CJommodore  Bkli., 

Comimuuling  at  Pensacola. 


Report  oj  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  rrport  oj  JAeu- 
tenant-Conimamhr  StiUwefl,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  suspicious 
movements  oj  the  sloop  Edwards. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  Entrance,  Nocemhtr  IS,  1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  Lieulenant- 
Comniander  Stillwell,  coinninnHin^  the  auuboat  Pitiola,  in  lolation  to 
tlie  siispieious  niovernenls  of  thi'  shmp  Ethiiints. 

I  am  satisfied  horn  all  the  cirr'umstatieejs  (s«>me  of  which  are  not 
stated  in  the  report  of  Captain  Stillwell)  that  this  sloop  was  inside 
of  Mi>bile  Bay,  and  of  course  for  no  legitimate  purpose. 

I  have  irtstmcted  Lieiitenant-C\»minander  Stilhvell  (and  shall 
instruct  all  commanding  officers  on  this  blockade)  to  capture  and 
bring  in  this  sittup  Edmirds  when  seen  again.  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  master  admitted  that  he  nad  been  inside  of  the  Pinola 
that  nijjht.  The  weather  lias  been  so  bad  that  1  liave  not  been  able 
to  communicate  with  the  Pinola,  to  ascertain  if  I  understood  cor- 
rectly the  verbal  report.  The  Pinola  slipped  her  cable  t^o  chase  the 
Edwards,  and  in  consequence  of  the  weather  and  rough  sea,  it  has  not 
yet  been  recovered. 

Very  respectfidly, 

Thornton  A.  *7rnkin8. 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer,  Pensacola. 


ling  instruction  jrom   Captain  Je.nhins,  U.  S.  Xavg,  to  Lieu- 
it-t'ommandcr  Stake,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ilat- 


Bhtrladi 
tenunt- 
ttras. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  Entrance,  November  19.  IS6H. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  witli  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras  under  your 
..  jiniand  into  Mississippi  Sound  (touching  at  Ship  Island  and)  relieve 
Lieu  tenant -Commander  Henrj'  A.  Adams,  jr.,  in  tne  steamer  Jackson^ 
near  Grant's  Pass. 

TUv  Jackson,  when  reUeved  by  the  /iattera^,  will  proceed  to  Ship 
Island  for  repairs  of  engines  and  boilers  and  for  provisions. 
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Lieutenant-Commander  Adaiiis  will  furnish  you  with  Iiia  instruc- 
tions and  all  information  ho  may  pttssess  of  tfie  uiovenipnt.s  of  ihe 
eneni}',  both  ashore  and  afi<»a(.  nrtir  (.irantH  Pass,  in  Mohih'  Bay.  and 
in  the  Mississippi  Sound. 

It  is  desirea  and  expected  thai  you  will  keep  a  vi^ant  watch  over 
Grant's  and  Petit  Boi.s  [islandl  passes,  lookiuj;  occasionally  into  Horn 
Island  Pass  (where  the  Mariu  Wood,  schooner,  is  stationed!  and 
Pascagoula. 

Your  cruising  ground  extends  westerly  to  Horn  Island  Pass  Hn<I 
Pascagoula.  and  tnc  bayou  on  the  coast.  You  will  stop  all  trading  of 
vessels  and  small  boats  in  the  sound. 

One  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockade  outside  of  the  sound  will  commu- 
nicate with  you  when  the  weather  will  permit  through  Petit  Bois 
[Island]  Pass,  or  by  signal. 

You  will  keep  me  or  the  .senior  oflicer  oil  this  entrance  advised  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Grant's  Pass  and  gen- 
erally within  the  limits  of  your  cruising  gi-ound. 

The  sloop  EduHifda  has  been  acting  suspiciously  in  tliis  vicinit3' 
recently.  In  case  y<ni  fall  in  with  her,  senti  her  to  this  anchorage  in 
charge  of  an  oHiccr  and  j>rize  civw  to  re|n>rt  to  mc. 

You  will  be  guided  hy  the  general  instructions  which  will  he  fur- 
nished yow  by  Captain  Adams  with  regard  to  your  general  duties  in 
the  EdMsirds,  and  to  replcnisliing  your  provisions  ancTcoal. 

You  will  please  ad^ific  me  in  regard  to  alt  matters  of  importance. 
Very  respet;tfidly, 

Thohkton  a.  Jkn'kins, 
Captain  and  Srnior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Bu\ke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Uatierat. 


Order  of  Captain  JenJnTTS,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Comn^ander 
Adams,  U.  S.  Navij,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  John  P.  Jackson,  regard'- 
ing  the  blockade  of  Grant's  Pam,  MiMfiisaippi  Sound. 

U-  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  EniraiKe,  iXovfmher  W,  1862, 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras,  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  will 
relieve  you  in  the  Mississippi  Sound  and  off  Grant's  and  Petit  Bois 
[Islandl  ])as8es,  to  enable  you  to  have  the  engines  and  boilei-s  of  the 
Jackson,  under  your  command,  put  in  order  at  the  Sliip  Island  work- 
shops. 

Immwiiately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Hatt^ras  off  Grant's  Pass,  vou 
will  please  proceed  to  Ship  Island  and  have  your  repairs  made  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

The  recent  suspicious  movements  of  the  rebels  in  and  about  Grant's 
Pass  render  it,  in  my  judgment,  necessary  to  have  a  larger  lorco  than 
one  vessel,  and  i  have  atr(>ii<ly  suggested  that  the  AUHiintss  l>e  sent 
to  the  sound  to  cooperate  with  thvliutkras  during  your  stay  at  Sliip 
Island,  but  as  it  us  by  no  means  certain  that  my  su^estion  can  or  will 
be  complied  with,  I  hope  you  will  use  your  In'st  euorts  to  have  your 
vessel  put  in  good  order  in  the  shortest  space  of  lime  and  retuin  to 
Grant's  Pass. 
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Pleaso  inform  me  or  Ihr  scriiftr  olFicer  lioro  of  your  movements  and 

groCTosd  in  the  i*epairs  of  your  vessel.     Yo\i  will  turn  over  to  Captain 
laKi'  all  yuiir  iiiytructiims  and  inform  hiin  of  overylliing  which  can  in 
anv  way  tt'iid  to  facilitate  him  in  the  performanco  of  his  duties. 

The  sloop  Kdwitnh  luis  htten  acting  very  suspiciously  recently  off 
this  place.  If  you  fall  in  with  her.  either  inside  or  outside  of  the 
sound,  send  her  in,  in  charge  of  an  officer  and  crow,  to  this  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully, 

TnoRNTOK  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Offiver. 


Lieutenant-(\)ininander  H.  A.  Ada.ms,  Jr.,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Ctumnandiiig  Simmer  ./.  P.  Jackson,  Mississippi  S»und, 


etc. 


Capture  of  shop  WiUinm  K.  CttesUr  by  Ihe  V.  H.  S.  Mmiiyom^rift 

Xotmnber  20,  !S62. 


Beport  of  B«ftr-Admiral  Farragat,  U.  t.  Nkvy. 


No.  263.] 


Fi^osHip  IUrtposd, 
New  OrleauK,  Xtpivmber  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2(Jth  instant,  Commander  Charles  Hunter,  eonunanding 
V .  S.  S.  Montgomery,  while  cruisinj^  on  his  statinn,  fell  in  witii  and 
captured  the  rehel  sloop  William  E.  Chester,  li*om  Mobile,  with  a  caigo 
of  cotton. 

She  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 
Vcr}'  retipectfully,  your  obedient  senant, 

D.  G.  Fabraqut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B«p»rt  4f  CotnmodorB  B»U,  H.  B.  Navy,  of  arrival  of  the  prise  in  Peuaoola  Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Pejisacala  Bay,  Novaviher  22,  tH6'2. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfullv  inform  you  that  the  Winona  lias  arrived 
at  this  place,  leaking  K  inches  per  hour  while  at  sea,  and  I  would  like 
your  views  of  the  necessity  of  taking  out  her  boilers  preparatory  to 
heaving  her  out. 

The  sloop  W.  fC.  Chester,  a  prize  to  the  steamer  Montgitmery,  arrived 
here  yesterday,  and  I  shall  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  ay 
soon  as  her  master  and  mate  are  sent  in  by  the  Moniyomtry.  81ic 
has  on  board  61  bales  of  eotton.  1  have  ivceived  your  order  to  send 
the  ire*/  Florida  to  New  Orleans,  and  she  mil  sail  lor  that  port 
to-morrow. 

Pleaae  receive  Captain  Hunter's  reports  of  his  capture. 
Very  respecthilly. 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore  artd  Seiiior  Officer. 
Rear-Admiral  U.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Cominaiidimj  Western  (hiif  Jitochtdituj  Squtulnm,  Netp  Orteajts. 
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Baport  of  Acting  MaaMr'i  lUte  WtJker,  V.  8.  Mavy.  of  ftrrlTtl  at  Key  Weit  In  cbuga 

of  prise, 

Kky  West.  Decemher  it,  JHSi, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  rcporl  u\y  arrival  ut  Ihis  port  with  slm)p 
William  E.  Chester,  copturcd  with  a  cargo  i>l  61  liale,s  of  cotton  under 
the  Confederate'  Hag  by  the  Montijumery,  Comni&nilor  C'harlfs  I  hintcr, 
on  the  20th  of  Novomhor  last,  at  10:30  a.  ni..  latitude  '.il''  41'  N.. 
lon^tude  87°  13'  W.,  and  have  re]H>rted  the  prize  lor  adjiKJicatiun. 
No  other  vessels  in  si^lit  ut  the  time  of  raj)lnro. 
I  enclose  herewith  the  n\uster-nill  of  the  M onigornvrij  at  the  date  nf 
capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Walker, 
Actiiuj  Master  s  Mate,  in  charge  of  prize  sloop  Wm.  E.  Cluster. 

Hon.  Gii>EoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the.  Nmnj,  WaJthiru^n,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  a  hmits  crew  jrojn  the  U.  8.  schooner  Fiennj  Janes,  Novemher 

SO,  I8S2. 


Bapart  of  Acting  Muter  Pennington,  D.  B.  Hitj,  oommtnding  0:  B.  lohooner  Henry  Jaaei. 

U.  S.  Srn™i\KK  IIevry  Jaxes, 
Matngimla  Bait,  December  I,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  on  the  20th  of  November  I  lost  a 
boat's  crew  of  9  men  and  my  executive  ollicer  wliile  on  short-  killinj^ 
beef.  They  were  surprised  by  n  party  that  lay  in  and)ush  at  tlie 
lagoon  where  Cajitain  Law  and  you  went  on  shore  gunning.  They 
wore  taken  to  Xlatagorda,  arul  .since  I  have  not  Iieard  from  them. 
The  crew  was  ctunpfwed  of  my  giinner  s  mate,  captain  (if  the  hold, 
quarlermaater,  4  seamen,  and  2  ordinary'  seaman,  so  you  see  1  have 
lost  the  best  men  on  board  my  vessel.  And  Mr.  Harvey  1  let  go  to 
Key  West  in  one  of  the  prizes  captured  here  last  week;  also  thi-ee  of  niy 
men  went  in  her.  I  have  no  officers  on  hitard  now,  anil  um  shtirl.  17 
men  t)f  my  usual  number.  II  we  were  attacked  I  have  not  men 
enough  to  work  one  battery.  Mv  men  have  been  on  allowance  from 
the  tmie  they  arrived  here  until  Tuesday  last,  when  the  bark  Arthur 
arrived  and  gave  nie  I  barrel  beef.  1  liarrd  pork,  I  box  colFce,  and  one 
of  tea.  My  men  were  two  wi*eks  without  meat  <*f  an}-  kiiul  whatever. 
Ihdess  provisions  are  sent  here  soon,  we  will  be  compelled  to  leave. 
Tlie  Kittatinny  is  out  also. 

The  yellow  fever  i.s  still  raging  in  Matagorda;  four  deaths  last  week. 
That  is  the  reason  1  have  not.  sent  up  a  (lag  of  truce  to  asnTlain  about 
my  men.  The  Kitiaiinnij  lias  two  prize  crew.s  away,  so  she  has  n*) 
men  to  spare.  The  vesseU  captured  here  were  the  DintKi,  60  tons, 
and  Matilda,  140  tons,  both  From  Campeche  for  Matanioraa,  but 
along  way  off  tlieir  course.  Thesu[)en-argu  of  one  h*ia  made  a  written 
acknowledgment  that  he  inlen<leil  to  run  this  blockade,  the  other 
was  picketl  up  on  the  !)ar.  Their  cargoes  are  invoiced  at  about 
$16,000.     I  ain  very  nmch  in  need  of  clothing  for  my  men  and  rig- 
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ging  for  my  vcsiwl.     (  liave  to  unrepve  my  sheeta  to  make  springs  for 
uiy  cabliv 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AcHfig  Master,  Commanding. 
('ommamler  Wm.  B.  Kenshaw, 

U.  S.  S.  WesffieU. 


Atntract  log  of  1h»  V.  B.  lehooner  Husry  Janet,  Acting  HavUr  Peaningtoa,  V.  8.  Kavy, 

commanding, 

Nmfemhtr  20,  iS02. — At  4 :  30  a.  m.  Mr.  Zacharv  Pi-edmoii",  master's 
male,  went  on  short'  in  cliarge  of  fii-Bt  cutter  and  orew  of  0  men,  all 
armed,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  frcsli  beef.  From  4  to  6  p.  m., 
Captain  Pennington  thinks  that  the  boat's  crew  are  captured  by  the 
enera_v,  they  having  been  tiwav  over  fourteen  hours.  Names  of  the 
officers  and  men:  Master's  \iate  Z.  Predmore.  Gunner's  Mate  E. 
Rogers,  ('Hptain  Hold  V.  Cramer,  seamen,  John  (late.s,  A.  Birrell, 
J.  Caldwell,  T.  Dunne;  ordinary  seamen,  Peter  Daly,  W.  Pearee, 
J.Green. 

Novenihfr  22. — At  S  a.  m.  Captain  Pennington  proceeded  up  the 
bay  in  the  yacht  Corypheus  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  the  cutter's  crow. 

Wovember  23. — A  rebel  steamer  in  sight  up  the  bay. 

Novemhf-r  2^. — At  3:10  p.  m.  Captain  Peniungton  rctunied  with 
the  information  that  the  cutter's  crew  were  prisoners  of  war  in  the 
city  of  Matagorda.     The  cutter  was  burned  by  the  enemy. 


Baport  of  Colonel  Bobray,  C-  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Submilitary  District  of  Houston, 

flou^ton,  Tex.,  November  25,  1862. 
Sm :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  20th  instant  the  scouts  of  Brown's 
battalion  capture<l  (8  miles  below  Matacorda)  1  master's  mal*  and  9 
aeatnen,  part  of  the  crow  of  the  mortar  scliooncr  Henry  Jams,  who  had 
landed  to  kill  beef.  The  capture  was  effeot-ed  without  loss  of  life  on 
either  side.  Tlu-ec  ordinary  niu^ket^  and  seven  Enfield  rifles  fell  into 
our  hands,  with  cartridge  f)oxes,  and  (he  launch  on  which  the  party 
came  was  burned.  None  of  the  iHuding  jmrty  escaped.  The  pris- 
oners were  brought  hei^e  to-day  ami  have  been  placed  in  charge  of  the 
guard  of  Grillin  s  battalion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver>'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  Debray, 
Oolonel,  Cimimanding  Submilitary  IHstrict  oj  flon^ton. 

Captain  Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

As9if!UitU  Adjutani-drneralf  etc.,  San  AtUonioy  Tex. 
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Loss  of  a  hoaVe  crew  from  the  V.  S.  schooner  Maria  A,  Wood,  Novem- 
ber 31,  186$, 

Kflport  orCapuin  JsnktBi,  0.  8.  Xavy,  itDior  offlc«r  off  Kobil*. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sum>p  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  Knimrut,  Norrmhtr  ^?3,  1S62. 
Sir:   Lieutenant-Commander   II.  (_'.  Blake,  cuiiiiimthliitg  U.  S.  S. 
Uaifera-H,  slationetl  inside  of  Mississippi  Sound,  repurlos  that  Actiitj^ 
Master  Anthony  C'hasr.  late  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  sehooner  Maria 
Wood,  at   lioni  Island  Pass,  left  his  vessel  on   the  morning  of  the 
L'Ist  instant  at  9  o'clock  in  u  !>oat  partially  Hinied.  with  an  acting 
master's  mate  and  four  men.  and  st(M)d  in  the  direction  of  Pascagoula, 
a  distance  of  al>out  9  miles,  and  thai'  no  tiding  have  been  received  of 
ilie  Ixmt  since  slie  was  seen  near  the  long  wharf  in  front  of  the  large 
liolel  at  Pascagoula. 
There  seems  to  be  something  very  suspicifuis  in  this  business. 
Acting  Master  Samuel  C  t'nisc,  of  the  flattems,  has  been  placed  in 
command  of  the  Maritx  Woftd,  to  await  your  Itirther  ordei-a. 

A  m<»re  detailed  report,  accompanied  by  copies  of  all  papers  relatim; 
to  the  ciis*!,  lias  been  iransniitled  by  me  to  Oommudore  II.  H.  Bell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  tlie  senior  officer  present  at  Pensacola  Bay. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  0.  Farraout,  IT.  S.  Navv, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Ord«r  of  Cftpt&lB  Jeoktitt,  U.  8.  Nqv7,  to  UoaMDKOt-ConuDUider  Blalu,  V.  B.  V^rj,  la 
eaM  of  tb«  TAtnrn  of  the  oonuamBdlng  officer  of  the  V.  6.  lohooner  KarU  A.  Wood. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  MohUe  Eiifrtince,  Nni^mhfr  ^3,  1862. 

Sir:  Yonr  communication  of  this  date  by  tlie  ^nboat  Kennrbee, 
reporting  that  .\ctinj;  Master  Chrts(%  commanding;  the  \J.  S.  schooner 
Maria  Wood,  lia<l  fjone  in  one  of  the  boats  of  that  vessel  with  four 
men  "slightly  armed,"  to  examine  a  vessel  near  Pascagoula,  and  that 
it  is  feai-ed  he  has  been  captured,  is  received. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  mslnictioiw  from  the  admiral  commanding 
the  VVest^Tn  (inlf  S<juadrt>n,  or  from  any  of  my  predeces.sors  off  this 
pluce  (and  he  certainly  had  none  from  me),  wni<'li  could  justify  the 
master  of  tlic  Maria  Wood  in  leaving  the  vessel  under  his  command 
at  Horn  Island  Pass,  to  go  a  distance  of  about  9  miles  in  a  small  biial 
not  fully  armed,  in  seai-cli  of  rebel  vessels. 

In  case  Acting  Master  Chase  should  return  to  the  Maria  Wood,  you 
will  please  direct  lum  U)  report  in  writing  tliixmgh  you  the  fac^s  and 
reasons  which  led  him  to  take  so  hazardous  a  step  without  a  reasiui- 
able  probability  of  succeeding. 

He  will  also  rep<irt  by  what  authority  he  left  the  vessel  imder  his 
command  in  charge  of  a  jimior,  to  go  on  an  unauthorized  e.xpi^dition 
into  the  enemy's  coiuitrv. 

If  I  am  correctly  advii«*d,  the  <ronunan<ier  of  the  Maria  Wmnt  was 
directed  to  anchor  at  or  near  I  lorn  Island  Puss,  biside  *>f  Mississippi 
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Sound,  and  Ut  ^iiard  tti&t  pas»  against  tho  egrr&s  and  ingress  of  all 
rebi'l  vessels. 

Yo!i  will  li'Bve  Actiiiji  Master  Samuel  C  Cruse  in  coiniiiand  of  the 
Maria  W'noi/  nndl  furllior  orders  fnun  mo,  or  frum  suporinr  aiitlmrily. 
Shiiuld  Acting:  Mnstrr  ('hH.se  return  to  the  vessel  liitely  under  his 
coniiiiand,  you  will  infortn  him  that  he  is  suspended  fruni  duty  and 
will  await  the  further  orders  of  the  rear-admiral  commaudiDg  ttiis 
squadron. 

Very  res|>ect fully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blakk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oomuianding  U.  S.  S.  Hattera^,  off  (rrant's  Ptuts. 


Baport  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  B.  Vvrj,  rei^ftrdiDg  ths  eaptore. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  BwM)Kt.Y\, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  November  39.  1S02. 
Sm:  I  recoivod  a  report  yesterday  from  Licutenant-l'ommander 
Adams,  informing  me  of  the  eapture  of  one  N.  B.  Kolwell  and  a  Con- 
federate soldier  on  the  *i2d  instant,  wlio  stated  that  Acting  Ma^iter 
Anthony  Cha^ic  and  others  from  the  U.  S.  schooner  Marm  A.  Wood 
were  captured  hj*  the  rebels  on  the  "ilst,  and  sent  to  Mobile  to  be 
tried  for  spies. 

I  presume  you  were  duly  infonned  of  tins  report  bv  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Adams,  as  you  mentioned  in  your  note  of  tnp  2-1  th  to  me 
that  tlmt  oihcer  Imd  captured  N.  B.  Kolwell  again. 

I  can't  believe  that  any  su(?h  outrage  can  be  contemplated  by  the 
authorities  at  Mobile.  If  anything  can  be  done  in  the  case,  pleako  tot 
me  know. 

Folwell  himself  I  believe  to  be  truly  a  spy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Bhclcade  off  Mnhile. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaout, 

Conidff.  Western  Gulf  Blockadin/;  Squadron,  New  Orleans^  La. 


Export  of  Eaar-Admiral  Fairagat,  U.  S.  Kavy. 

No.  267-1  K1.AGSHIP  Hartford, 

New   Orhans,  December  4^  IfifiS. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  that  Acting  Master 
Anthony  Chase,  late  commanding  scliooner  Maria  A.  Wood,  left  his 
vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  "ilst  ultimo,  at  9  o'clock,  witli  an  acting 
master's  niate  and  four  men  In  a  boat  that  was  but  partially  armed, 
and  stood  in  (he  direction  of  Past^agonla,  whieli  was  distant  about  0 
miles.  No  tidings  have  been  received  of  the  party.  They  were  last 
seen  in  front  of  the  hotel  at  Paseagntda. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan  reports  to  me  that  Acting  Master 
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Chosp  was  dressed  in  citizen's  clothes,  and  also  that  he  had  all  his 
money  with  hiiii. 

Vary  respectfully,  your  ohcdient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout. 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Workington. 


Seport  of  R«aT-Admlril  Fim^t,  U.  B.  Nary.  trannalttliiK  ■  nnmber  of  rsportt  g'tTinf 
iufonoation  logarding  tba  affkir. 

No.  67.]  Flagship  Hartforp, 

New  Orleans,  March  2,  1863. 

Sm:  I  hax'e  tlio  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  number  of  reports 
relative  to  the  abs<mce  of  Actiiij;  Master  [Antiiony]  Cha8e  from  the 
schooner  M .  A.  Wood.     I  have  retained  these  reports  in  order  to  fur- 
nish all  the  information  possible  relative  to  this  affair. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

NOVEMRER    22,  1862. 

Descriptive  list  oi  men  who  left  the  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood,  with 
the  captain,  on  the  2lKt  of  November,  1S62,  at  E)  o'riork  a.  ni.,  and 
stood  toward  East  Pascagoula,  and  were  last  seen  abreast  of  the  public 
house  off  the  town  at  12  o'clock  meridian: 


Name. 


CapMtn  ABttKMijrCtiafla 

ClcnuTit  3.  n»«a 

Adolnti ijs  Hamburg . 

ihoM\  Klcklfne 

Rohcrt  KHl*y .1 

ChftflM  Higanf 


Art4n|[  Muter 

AtTinf!  muter's  mate 

Qiikrif^rmutiT 

L&iidAfnun 

LfUidBtaan 

LAiidsiDan 


Kcsfdmcw. 


Hruinh,  Cam  Cod. 
Camdon.  K.  J. 

PhlUdetphla. 
Npw  York  aty- 
N*w  York  Stat*. 


The  captain  carried  one  of  Allen's  six-shootcre  and  two  muskets, 
with  cartridges.     The  quartermaster  had  two  of  Colt's  six-shooters. 

FRANtis  C.  Way, 
Acting  Master's  Mate,  and  Exceutixt  Officer 

of  the  U.  S.  Schoonrr  Maria  A.  Wood. 
P.  S. — Sir:  I  will  also  say  that  Captain  Chase  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  would  not  be  away  more  than  an  hour  or  two,  and  I 
know  that  such  was  lu.s  intention.  a.s  he  took  no  provisions  with  him. 
and  went  veiy  poinly  armed,  an*!  I  am  verj'  sure  he  had  no  intention 
of  landing,  f<»r  supposed  rea-sniis  of  my  own. 
Ke&pectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  Wat. 
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U.  S.  S.  Hatteras, 
Minffissippi  Sound,  Novemher  3^,  iSfi,L 
Sie:  Aclinp  Master  Chaso,  comniandiuR  V.  S.  schooner  Marin  A. 
Wmtd,  8la,tioiie<]  off  Horn  Island  Pass,  loft  liis  vessel  yratirdav  morn- 
ing a(-  H  o'clock  to  t'xaniine  a  schooner  near  Pascagoula.  Wlien  last 
scon  hi>  was  near  that  place.  Up  to  C  o'clock  tins  morning  he  had  not 
toturnod,  and  as  ho  liad  bnt  four  men  sUghtly  armed  it  is  feared  that 
he  Jifl^  been  captured,  as  a  small  vessel  was  seen  near  him. 

I  have  sent  irom  this  vessel  Acting  Master  Samuel  C.  CViise,  to  take 
chan?^  of  the  schttoner  until  the  return  of  her  commander,  or  relieved 
by  competent  authority.  I  am  in  hopes  by  to-morrow  to  be  better 
informed  of  the  facts  regarding  his  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

n.  C.  BI.AKE. 

LieuUnant-C-atnTnaTidtr,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  TnoBNToy  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  Squadron  off  Mobile. 


U.  S.  S.  Uatteras. 

Mmissippi  Sound,  Novemher  23,  [186^] — 6  p.  m. 

Sir:  T  regret  to  inform  you  that  there  Is  no  longer  a  doubt  but  that 
Acting  Master  iVnthony  Cliase,  of  tlie  l'.»S.8chooner.4T/ar((i  1,1.]  WixmI. 
tngether  with  Clement  .J.  Haas,  acting  master's  mate,  Adolphus  Ilam- 
hurg.  quarlernittHtcr,  Jacob  Kickline.  Robert  Kelley,  and  Charles 
Higsby,  landsmen,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  received  the  information  this  niomuig  at  6  o'clock  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Adams,  of  the  I'.  S.  S.  Ja4^kson,  and  after  dis- 
patching my  comnniniration  to  you  I  made  a  thorough  cxaniinalinn 
of  the  mainland  frtMii  Grant's  Pass  to  Hound  Island  without  gaining 
any  information  of  the  mis.sing  boat.  1  then  went  to  tlie  Monti  \A.\ 
Wood  and  there  received  tfie  allowing  information  from  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Francis  C.  Way,  viz: 

Tliat  Acting  Master  Aiithony  Chase,  with  the  forpgoing-nanied 
officer  and  men  of  the  Mariti  [A.]  Wood,  left  the  schooner  at  9  a.  m. 
on  the  2 1  si  instant,  in  one  of  her  boats,  and  after  making  a  short  tack 
toward  Horn  Lsland,  went  about  and  stood  directly  for  tlu*  city  of 
Pasea*;ouia.  When  last  seen  was  near  the  long  wharf  in  front  of  the 
large  liotel. 

Owing  to  the  somewhat  suspicious  circumstances  attending  the 
dcpartiire  of  the  boat,  I  have  dirwted  Acting  Master  Sanujcl  ('.  Cruse 
to  retain  the  commaml  of  the  stihooner  until  relieved  by  me,  or  by 
some  other  superior  oificer,  in  firder  to  guard  against  treachery. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  conununication  from  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Francis  C.  Way,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Maria  A. 
Wood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Blake, 
Lieutenant-C^ommandtr,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Captain  TiionNTOv  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  Bfoclading  Squadron  off  Mobile. 


366 


WEST  GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sixwp  Brooklyn, 
Pen^acola  Bafj,  Dfcember  Jl,  186'3, 
Sin:  I  oncloso  a  lotter  liorowilh  from  Acting  Mailer  S.  C.  Cruse, 
commatuliii^  tho  sclKHHinr  Mui'm  A.  Wom}.  infonninj;  you  of  his  liav- 
inj;  fimnd  tho  Inidy  of  Cliarlo.s  Higsliy,  one  of  the  bout'^  crew  who  Xvit 
tlio  M<irm  A.  Wowl  in  company  witli  Acting  Ma.stor  <'1!hm>  on  llie  21st 
November  last.  Also  two  letters  from  Captain  Tlionitoii  A.  Jen- 
kins, addressed  to  myself,  reporting  a  collision  of  the  U.  S.  storcship 
Supply,  Conunander  f  leorge  Colvocorressps,  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Onetda,  and  Oaptain  Jpiikuis'  dpinan<l  for  a  court  of  enquiry. 

As  Captain  Jenkins  has  not  ynt  parlimitarized  any  damage  sustained 
by  the  Oneida  from  her  collision  with  the  Suvplij,  I  infer  that  lie  is 
able  to  keep  his  place  on  the  blockade.  I  shall  see  him  ofT  Mobile  bar 
on  the  2 1th  instant  and  examine  the  condition  of  the  Oneida.  Should 
she  be  disabled  in  ateam,  battery,  or  hull  auliiciently  to  impair  mate- 
i-ittlly  her  efficiency  on  tlie  blockade,  I  will  nmke  it  known  to  you 
immediately,  either  by  the  Hntftras  or  the  Jackson. 

The  escH{>o  of  the  Oreto  to  sea  would  prove  as  disastrous  as  the 
;200  has  been. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^'ant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabbaout. 

Comdg.  Wt^i  Gulf  Wockadimj  Squadron, 

U.  6'.  a.  Hartford,  New  Orleans* 


U.  S.  S.  John  P.  Jackson, 
MiBsissippi  Sound,  Dtcemher  SI,  IS6$ 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Lioutenant-C'ommander  Blake, 
of  the  hlatieras,  I  sent  on  shore  yesterday  and  buried  two  bodies  found 
on  tlie  north  shore  of  Petit  Boia  Islund.  I  sent  the  medical  oflicer  of 
this  ship  with  the  burial  partv  to  make  such  examination  as  he  could 
for  the  identification  of  the  bodies.  The  bodies  were  buried  at  the 
extreme  end  of  vegetation  on  the  east  end  of  tlie  Petit  Bois  Island, 
both  in  one  grave,  marked  "V.  S.  N.,"  on  a  board  at  head  of  the 
grave. 

From  the  articles  found  on  the  bodies  I  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
one  was  the  body  of  Acting  Master  Anthonj'  Chase,  formerlv  nf  the 
U.  S.  S.  Maria  A.  Wood,  and  who  disappeared  about  the  2."itfi  ultimo 
with  a  boat's  crew.  The  other  body  I  supposed  was  one  of  said  boat's 
crew.  This  morning  I  took  the  articles  round  down  to  the  Maria  A. 
Wood,  where  the  steward  identilied  the  knife,  key,  shirt,  drawers,  and 
suspendei's  of  Acting  Master  Chase.  The  other  articles  were  idontitied 
as  belonging  to  Jacob  Kickliiie,  landsman,  one  of  the  boat's  crew  who 
went  with  Chase  when  he  was  lost. 

This  is  the  third  body  found,  and  everything  indicates  tliat  there 
was  a  terrible  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  boat's  crew. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  A.  Adams.  Jr., 
LieutenaTU-Commandei',  U.  S.  Navy, 
Captain  R.  B.  Hitchcock. 

U.  S.  S.  SusgueJianna. 
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Latt«r  from  Briga<U«r>Q«neral  l[er«dlth,  V.  8.  Armsr,  to  Confederito  agent  for  exohuige 

of  priiooon. 

Office  Commissioner  for  Exchanoe, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  Av^st  7,  186S. 
Sm:  On  the  2Ist  of  NoveinbiT  lust  a  boat  containing  Acting  Mas- 
ter Anthony  ('ha>!0,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Maria  A.Wo(xI, 
Acting  Mu-stcr's  MaUi  Ck^ment  J. ICaas,  and  four  seamen  of  that  ves- 
sel, then  on  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound,  stood  toward  East  Pascagoula, 
and  when  last  seen  were  ahreasi  of  that  town.  None  of  the  party 
ever  retumo4  to  the  ship  and  the  supposition  is  that  they  were  cap- 
tured. Some  linio  suhsc(|UtMUly  search  was  made  and  tliree  dead 
bodies  were  found  on  tbc  north  side  of  Petit  Hois,  and,  from  their 
clotliing.  were  nvogni/j'd  lus  those  of  Acting  Ma.ster  Cliase,  Jacob 
Kicklin*',  and  Cluules  Bigsby.  Tlic  manner  in  which  they  came  to 
their  death  is  unknown.  The  fate  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Haas  and 
the  other  two  seamen,  Adolphus  Hamburg  and  Uobert  Keiley,  is  also 
unknowTi.  Repurts  have  been  current  that  they  were  captured  and 
taken  to  Mobile  as  soies.  Will  you  lot  me  kuow  the  fate  oi  these  men 
as  early  as  po.ssible# 

*    Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  MEHEnrm, 
Bri^adler-General  and  CommUsioner  jor  Exchange. 

Hon.  Robert  Ould, 

Commissioner  for  Exchatige,  Richmxynd,  Va. 

[EnclorvciiKinU.I 

AcQUST  20,  1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Maury  for  information. 

Ro.  OuLiJ, 
Agent  jor  Exchange. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Mobile.  Ala.,  September  1,  1863, 
Respectfully  referre<l  to  Major  J.  C.  Denis,  provost- marshal,  who 
will  make  an  investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  General  Maury: 

Geo.  G.  Garner, 
Chief  of  Staff. 


Military  Post  op  Mobile,  Provost  Marshal's  Opfioe, 

September  18,  1863. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Colonel  George  G.  Garner,  chief  of  staff, 
with  Ine  report  that  after  a  careful  inspection  of  the  records  of  this 
office  no  entry  can  be  found  relative  to  the  men  within  named,  and 
after  emiuiry "being  made  at  Pascagoula  nothing  is  known  by  the  citi- 
zens of  tne  place,  except  by  report  from  the  enemy,  which  wouhl  go  to 
show  that  t^here  was  a  meeting  among  those  men  in  which  some  were 
killed  and  the  others  have  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  enclose  report  of 
Captain  R.  Spinter  on  the  subject. 

J.  C.  Denis, 
Major  and  pTW3o«t-M.aTiWsl. 

a  w  B — VQL  19 25 
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IIeaijquarteks  Department  op  tue  Gulf, 

MobiU,  September  IS,  ISfiS. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  informaiion  of  Mr.  Oiild.  coniinia- 
sioner  uf  exchange. 

Daunky  H.  Mauuy, 
Major-General y  Commanding. 

October  3.  1863. 
Respectfully   returned   to   Brigadier-General   Meredith,   agent  of 
exchange. 

Ro.  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


KoRT  MoNRO^,  Va.,  Ocioher  JS.  tS6S. 

Respectfully  forwarde^I  to  Hon.  U.  V.  Kox,  iVstiistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

S.  A.  Meredith, 
Brigadier-General  and  Conimisaioner  for  Exchange. 


Baport  of  Oaptaia  Spiator,  0.  8.  Army. 

East  PascaooulAp  September  f4,  1S63. 
Major:    I  can  find  out  from  the  citizens  here  nolhinK  about  the 
Federal  tiflicer  and  men  found  on  Petit  Bois  Island  in  November  last, 
exc^'pt  what  they  say  came  from  the  nnomy  themselves,  who  reported 
that  they  thoutjlit  thr  people  of  Pasca^oula  had  killed  thnsp  parties. 

Youn^Mr.  I'arrauul,  a  private  in  Captain  Marshall's  company,  says 
that  before  he  left  New  Orleans,  his  uncle,  Admiral  Farragut.  said  to 
liim  that  they  bombarded  this  place  because  thev  thouj^ht  these  men 
were  ,kille<i  by  the  citizens  of  ras<ragonla.  but  aftenvar<is  f(jund  out 
that  the  men  (Feds.)  had  mutinied  and  killed  their  oiTiuer  and  others, 
and  the  remainder,  or  mutineers,  had  never  since  been  heard  of. 
.Yoius,  respectfully, 

R.  Spinteh, 
Captain,  Commanding  Post, 
Major  J.  C.  Denis, 

Proiwst-Marakal,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Beports  of  Captain  Jenkins,  V .  8.  Navy,  requesting  an  increase  of  force 
for  the  capture  or  destmciion  of  tJie  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile  Entrance,  N<mmbe.r  J3,  1862, 
Sm:  Commander  Charles  Hunter  (commanding  U.  S.  8.  Monigontr 
erg)  returned  to  this  auuhora^  yesterday  forenoon,  and  reported  that 
he  had  captured  a  i-ebel  sloi>n  with  61  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  which 
iiad  run  the  blockade  througli  the  Swash  Channel  the  nicht  previously, 
and  llnit  having  towed  the  prize  over  the  Pensacola  Bar  he  had  iv- 
turncd  to  this  place  to  give  such  information  as  he  had  obtained  from 
thepomona  captured. 
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Captain  Thornton  came  in  again  this  afternoon  and  reported  that  he 
picked  up  a  small  boat  with  sL\  deserters  from  Fort  Morgan  about  'AO 
miles  from  land. 

It  appears  that  these  deserters  were  on  picket  duty  on  the  beach  to 
the  eastward  of  tlit-  fort  and  had  made  provi(»us  attompls  to  desert. 
From  the  information  obtained  from  the  persons  captured  in  the  prize 
sloop  and  cimtribtiteil  by  thf  dnsprters  it  would  seem  that  a  desperate 
effort  is  to  l>e  made  to  gel  the  Oreto  out  and  safely  to  sea.  It  is  re- 
ported that  she  is  taden  with  cuLtoii  (1,500  or  1.70U  bales):  that  her 
cn^w  is  120  men;  that  Jotui  K.  Mitchell  is  in  command,  and  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  protect  her  tlirough  tlie  blockading  ves- 
sels by  three  steamers  and  n  ram,  arul  that  the  attempt  will  be  made  at 
night.  How  far  this  information  is  to  be  relied  on  is  a  matter  uot 
easily  decided,  but  every  circumstance  would  socm  to  indicate  such  a 
purpose  as  that  reportea  by  the  priscjiiei-s  and  deserters  from  inside. 

It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  say  a  word  to  you  as  to  the  {^reat 
importance  to  thn  country  <)f  kcepini;  this  vessel  in  port,  unless  she  ran 
cprtainly  be  cafttured  or  sunk.  With  }ier  re|n>rteil  speed  and  arma- 
ment sHe  must,  on  any  dark  ni^ht,  have  a  great  advantage  over  the 
vessels  blockading  here.  Her  object  being  clearly  to  escape  our  ves- 
sels here,  this  latest  idea  (of  attacking  or  anmsing  us  witn  the  three 
steamers  and  ram)  seems  to  me  worthy  of  being  well  weighed,  and  the 
amplest  resources  at  our  command  should  lie  employed  to  avert  .so  dire 
a  calamity  to  the  whole  country  as  would  be  brought  upon  it  l)v  the 
escape  of  a  vessel  so  well  fitted  to  cripple  our  commerce  to  the  amount 
of  many  millions  of  dollars  us  the  Oreto  is  said  to  be. 

To  my  mind  all  other  duty  here  is  comparatively  incidental  and 
seeondary  to  the  cupture,  destnirtion,  or  keeping  in  port  of  ibis  vessel. 
It  is  Iwlieved  that  her  draft  of  water  will  not  allow  her  1i>  pass  through 
any  other  than  the  main  channel,  yet  a  skillful  pilot  might  bring  the 
Oreto  over  the  eastern  or  western  end  of  the  outer  shoals  or  run  directly 
to  sea  through  the  exposed  part  of  the  main  channel  at  will,  and  the 
chances  of  not  being  seen  on  a  dark  night  would  be  greatly  in  liis 
favor. 

Unless  we  have  vessels  enough  aroimd  the  entrance  to  this  main 
channel,  and  so  placed  relatively  to  each  other  that  in  (he  darkest 
night  a  vessel  can  be  seen  passiiig  between  tliem.  there  can  be  no 
assurance  that  the  Oreto  may  not  get  out  without  over  being  seen 
(under  circumstances  favoralile  to  her  escape  as  regards  weather). 

The  gunboat  stationed  every  night  inside  the  bar  can  not  well  fall  to 
see  any  vessel  in  that  channel  ana  give  warning,  but  the  arc  embrac- 
ing the  entrance  is  too  great  for  two  vessels  (the  Oneidu  and  R.  R. 
Cuyler)  to  guard  effwtually.  In  case  the  steamers  and  ram  come  out, 
we  need  vessels  to  attat-k  them  while  the  OnekUi  and  Cuyler  (being  the 
only  two  vessels  now  here  ha\nng  anything  like  the  speed  adequate  to 

Srevent  the  Orfto  from  escaping)  arc  lookmg  out  for  the  main  object, 
le  Oreto.  If  these  stearaei-s  come  out  at  all  (and  the  plan  looks  very 
favorable),  thej*  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  come  to  fight,  but  endeavor 
to  divert  us  from  the  Oreto.  To  prevent  that  effectually,  we  must 
have  more  vessels  to  station  off  the  main  chamiel. 

With  a  vessel  inside  the  bar  at  night  and  two  others  just  outside, 
with  the  Ojifula  and  CutjJer  (or  the  Mmxtgomery  in  the  place  of  cither 
of  them  when  coaling)  ready  to  pursue  and  attack  the  vessel  seem- 
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ingly  most  Anxious  to  get  ottt,  I  think  I  should  be  hazanline  little  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  escape  would  be  next  to  impossible. 

During  the  late  easterly  weatner,  I  am  sure,  for  many  hours  of  each 
night,  no  one  cx)uld  have  seen  any  vessel  at  a  greater  distance  than  150 
or  200  yards,  much  less  from  1  to  2  niiles,  the  distance  now  required 
to  see  tn«  Oreto.  should  she  not  be  very  unluckj'  in  shaping  her  course 
out. 

I  would  not  willingly  be  considered  an  alarmist,  nor  have  I  the  least 
idea  that  the  coinbincd  rebel  fleet  inside  could  do  us  one  tithe  the 
amount  of  damage  we  could  inflict  in  return;  but  it  woidd  be  poor 
consolation  to  know  that  while  we  had  driven  the  bay  st-eamers  and 
ram  back,  or  oven  captured  thoni  all,  the  Oreto  had  escapexi  and  was 
free  to  prey  upon  our  extended  commorcMi  in  the  piratical  manner  of 
the  rebels. 

I  am  ouito  sure  you  will  concTir  with  mo  in  my  opinion  as  to  the 
magnitune  of  the  stake  here  at  this  time,  and  tnist  it  may  be  in  your 
|>ower  to  send  a  suHicicnt  force  to  cooperate  with  that  now  here  to 
msure  beyond  possibility  of  mistake  tne  capture  or  entire  destruc- 
tion of  the  Oreto  in  case  alic  comes  out. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thohnton  a.  Jenriks, 
Captnin  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  l'.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  at  ^enaacoia,  Fla. 


V.  S.  Steam  Slooi  Oxeida, 
Off  Afobile  Entrance,  November  22,  1862. 

Sir:  From  information  obtained  from  the  master  and  crew  of  a 
rebel  sloop  captured  oiT  this  i>lace  <m  the  20th  instant  by  the  Monl- 
qomenj,  Comniandt-r  Charles  Hunter,  and  from  atx  deserters  from  Fort 
Alorgan,  pickcil  up  in  a  small  boat  ^{0  rniles  at  sea  bj'  the  Montgomery 
yesterday,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  tbc  intention  of  the  rebels  at 
Mobile  to  make  a  daring  attempt  to  run  the  Oreto  out  on  the  tirst 
favorable  opportunity. 

It  is  reported  that  to  effect  the  escape  of  the  Oreto  (which  is  now 
ready  for  sea,  laden  with  1,500  to  1,700  bales  of  cotton)  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  rebel  forces  in  Mobile  Bay 
to  accompany  her  out  with  a  ram  and  three  armed  steamers,  and  by 
that  means  force  her  through  the  lines  of  the  blockade. 

AVliether  there  be  any  foundation  or  not  to  these  statements 
(received  mainly  from  the  deserters),  it  seems  to  me,  on  consideration 
of  the  great  importance  thai  is  naturally  attached  to  the  retaining 
inside,  or  of  capturing  or  destroying  the  Ortto,  in  case  she  attempts 
to  escape  either  alone  or  under  the  protection  of  the  ram  and  throe 
steamers,  tliat  there  should  be  a  sufficient  force  here,  so  long  as  that 
vessel  remains  in  port,  to  insure  her  capture  or  destruction. 

The  present  force  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  sufficient  to  insure  the 
capture  of  tills  vessel,  although  tne  beet  possible  disposition  is  made 
every  night  of  the  available  vessels. 

Considering  the  capture  or  deatniction  of  the  Orffo  an  object  of 
paramount  importance,  and  being  unwilling  to  leave  anything  in  a 
mutter  of  such  grave  imjwrt  to  chance,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 
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ask  for  an  increased  force  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  enable  me 
to  surrtmnd  tlie  main  chaniiol  entrance  cif  tiiis  porl  \vitl»  vessels,  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  vessel  to  nm  <nit  on  the  darkest  night 
without  being  seen,  and  have  tiio  Oneida  and  H.  H.  Cuyler  in  position 
to  grapple  her. 

The  Oneida  and  Cuyler  are  the  only  vessels  now  here,  or  expected 
here,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  that  can  c.onipcte  with  the  Oreto  in  speed, 
and  hence  they  should  he  alile  to  lake  llie  best  position  for  keeping 
her  in  sight  until  captured  or  destroyed. 

Should  the  Oreto  come  out  and  is  seen,  the  chose  will  not  be  aban- 
doned by  the  Oneida  and  CuvUr  so  long  as  she  or  her  smokestack  is 
visible.  Orders  have  been  given  to  guide  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  remaining  vessels  here  in  case  I  should  have  to  chase  out  of 
signal  distanec. 

I  have  no  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  ram  and  steamers.     My 
anxiety  is  to  be  able  to  see  and  keep  in  sight  of  the  Oreto. 
I  am,  vorj'  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Olficer. 

Uear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARRAOtrr,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  (hdf  ^ifuadron. 

Flagship  Httrtjord,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  fr&m  Commodore  Bell,  V.  8.  Navy,  io  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8. 
riavy,  referring  to  the  moivmenis  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

V.  S.  S.  BnooKLYN, 
Penmcola  Navy  Yard,  November  2S,  iS63. 

Mt  Dear  Captain;  I  wrote  to  yoxx  the  other  day.  but  the  letter 
was  at^cidentalh'  left  behind.  I  send  it  to-day,  however,  although 
some  part^  of  it  are  no  longer  pertinent. 

Sykes  came  in  yesterday  rerKjrting  a  fight  going  on  between  one 
of  the  gunboats  and  the  oeacn  this  side  of  Mobile;  he  did  not  say 
whei*e.  At  fu^t  I  supposed  it  was  across  the  narrow  land  and  tlml  the 
Oreto  was  trying  the  superior  range  of  her  guns  with  our  gunboat  off 
there.  But  upon  refh^'tion  I  inferred  that  the  gimboat  and  the  rebels 
were  fighting  over  the  carcass  of  the  schooner  which  Kanawha  ran 
ashore,  the  ofl'sliore  wind  having  chased  away  the  wat-er  from  her. 

Anything  more  from  Adams,  and  tlic  anticipated  dash  from 
Buchanan  or  the  Oreto?  The  rascals  have  been  lyin^  about  her,  as 
they  did  al>out  the  Merrimaeh,  l>ut  if  she  comes  heavily  arniored  her 
draft  will  be  heavy  and  speed  dull.  I  am  told  that  Hunter's  pris- 
oners would  tell  nothing  but  that  the  Oreto  was  to  have  run  the  block- 
ade on  the  night  of  the  *20th.  You  see  they  keep  lying  about  her, 
yet  watch  vigilantly:  she'll  come  out  in  .some  form  or  other. 

The  Winanu  chased  a  steamer  with  white  side-wheels  ni^ht  of  the 
19th,  firing  at  her  IS  shots.  She  was  in  the  sound,  nmnmg  down 
Ship  I.sland,  and  hove  in  sight  at  .sunset.  She  disappearetiin  the 
northwest,.  We  suppose  her  to  have  been  the  Oreto  with  troops  hence 
for  New  Orleans.     Do  you  know  anything  about  it? 

Please  keep  an  eye  upon  the  coal  of  the  vessels  on  blockade  and  let 
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me  know  in  lime;  ratlier  do  you  take  measures  in  time  for  them  to 
coal  and  rcHove  the  otl»ors.     PerribiTta  hears  nothing  of  his  crosshead. 
Yours,  tnily 

H.  U.  Bell. 
Captain  T.  A.  jEXKnrB. 


Letter  from  Htar-Admiral  Farra^t,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
V .  S.  Natyy,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  S.  Uartford, 
New  Orleans,  Noi^mher  i^4,  i862. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  received  your  letter  b}'  the  Syhes  the  other 
day.  and  sent  directions  for  you  to  send  the  Kensington  down  the 
coast,  et<-'.,  since  when  I  liave  received  letters  from  Commander  Ren- 
shaw  that  his  provisions  will  only  last  eifjhteen  davs.  with  what  I 
have  sent  hini  ny  the  Cfijton.  Pleane  put  on  hoanf  the  Kensington 
a  good  supply  and  send  her  down  to  Galveston  and  Matagorda,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  etc.  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  from  Uensliaw  that  he  was  afraid  uf  heing  driven  out  of  Gal- 
veston b^'  the  rt'bcls.  Ijv  putting  two  rifles.  lOO-pounders,  on  llie  river 
boats  witli  cotton  bales  around  them,  whilo  be  has  four  gunboats  In 
Galveston  Ray,  and  begs  rao  to  send  hitn  the  Jackxon  or  some  heavy 
rilio  giins;  ihiis  you  see  there  is  very  little  use  in  our  tuking  places 
without  trooiis  to  hold  them.  As  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any 
from  General  Butler.  Weitzel  says  it  will  require  lO.OOO  men  to  take 
Port  Hudson,  and  they  would  not  spare  Mic  half  of  them.  I  am  now 
trying  to  get  I,0t1t)  for  Mobile,  hut  as  yet  I  can  not  get  them,  but  will 
as  soon  as  they  return  from  Opelonsos.  You  wert";  riglit  in  vour 
opinion  of  Folwell;  Adams  has  captured  him  a^ain  in  the  [Missi-tslppi] 
Sound,  and  1  have  ordered  him  s*'nt  to  Kort  Pickens  for  safe-keeping 
for  the  rest  of  the  war  for  violating  his  parole.  Three  steamers  have 
arrived  between  yesterday  and  to-dav,  and  I  send  you  a  lar^  mail 
received  by  the  cliffenml  steamers.  Vou  nnist  excuse  mv  mistakes, 
for  I  am  run  almost  to  dealh.  1  ju.st  learned  that  the  \VinnHO  had 
left  Ship  Island  -I  hope  for  PeuAacola — Ut  heave  out.  I  hop(»you  have 
good  news  from  home.  I  think  they  will  soon  get  me  out  of  this, 
as  the  Mis-sissippi  will  not  work  well  wnth  meat  this  end  of  the  river, 
nor  do  I  desire  it  more  than  Porter.  I  only  feel  a  UtUe  curious  to 
know  whom  he  will  nominate  for  my  successor  in  the  river,  if  he  don't 
take  it  all  to  himself.  The  river  is  very  low  and  nothing  can  yet  be 
done  above,  but  no  doubt  there  will  be  great  energy  and  a  strong  force 
on  the  river,  and  something  vaW  be  done.  The  Stnith  appears  to 
think  so. 

Yours,  truly,  in  haste, 

D.  G.  Farraodt. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  at  Pensacola, 

P.  S. — T  was  delighted  to  hear  that  Bailey  is  to  succeed  Ijardner. 
It  will  make  the  old  fellow's  heart  glad. 

D.  G.  F. 
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Destmctio^n  of  salt  tcorls  beticeeTi  Pensacola  and  St.  Andrew^s  Bay, 
Florida,  November  ^4  to  December  8,  1862, 

R«port  of  Lieu  tenant- CommaD  dor  Hart,  V.  6.  Havy,  eommandiag  U.  S.  B.  Albatroti 

U.  S.  S.  Albatkoss,  At  Sea,  December  9^  1862, 

Sra:  On  the  !4th  November  I  proceeded  to  sea  in  obedience  to  your 
order  of  the  fith,  takiiiR  in  tow  the  IJ.  S.  brig  Bohio,  Acting  Mu-stcr 
Georj^e  W.  Browne,  coniinunding,  that  vessoi  being  placed  under  my 
command  by  ConrnKidtm*  Ilonn*  II.  Bell,  to  as.sl<?t  in  destroying  the 
salt  works  on  tlic  coast  between  T'ensacola  and  St.  Andrew 's  liay,  Kla. 

Along  this  part  of  the  coast  there  were  but  few  salt  works  to  be 
found  until  wo  reached  a  place  called  Philip's  Inlet  (not  laid  down  on 
the  chart).  Tliis  was  the  only  upot  that  had  the  appearance  of  doing 
any  business  in  the  salt  line,  Sut  the  surf  was  so  heavy  that  our  boats 
coukl  not  land  without  wetting  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  their 
crews.  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  for  a  smooth  time,  so  that  T  could 
cffectunlly  destroy  all  their  works.  Carefully  noticing  and  counting 
all  their  furnac^-s  a-s  I  went.  I  continued  (Mi  mv  course  until  I  reached 
St.  Andrew's  Bay,  off  the  entrance  of  which  T  anchored. 

A  boat  from  tlie  I'.  S.  .schooner  Wnnderer  came  off  to  us,  and  on 
the  following  day  (16th  November),  the  wind  having  veered  round  to 
the  southwar<l  and  eastward,  bringing  in  u  heavy  swell,  I  i^ain  took 
the  Bokuj  in  tow,  ran  in,  und  anchored  tinder  sholter  of  Ilurricano 
Island.  During  the  afternoon  I  took  two  armed  boats  to  reconnoiter 
and  pulled  into  an  arm  of  St.  Andrew's  Bay  that  extends  due  west, 
and  IS  only  .separated  from  the  sea  f4)r  15  or  !6  miles  by  a  narrow  strip 
of  land,  in  iniiny  phwcs  loss  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide. 

1  wanted  to  soo  if  it  wa.*;  quite  possible  for  me  to  get  with  an  armed 
force  to  the  rear  of  the  salt  works  at  Philip's  Inlet  an*I  destroy  iheni 
in  that  way.  I  found  that  I  cotdd  not  get  at  them  witiioul  a  march 
of  over  fi  niiles  tlirough  the  sand,  and  that  my  best  way  was,  when  the 
sea  was  smooth,  to  land  in  our  Iniats.  By  taking  this  little  trip, 
however.  I  chanced  to  see  and  Icani  tho  extent  of  tlio  salt  manufac- 
tories along  the  sh4>res  of  tlic  hay.s,  or  bayotis,  and  creeks  of  St. 
Andrew's  Bay.  It  quitp  surprised  me,  and  I  felt  sure  tliat  if  1  t\U\  all 
that  I  could  to  destroy  tliem  I  would  not  exceed  your  ordere,  whicli 
were  to  "run  up  the  coast  and  destroy  the  salt  works  between  this 

{)lac<'  (Pensacola)  ami  St.  Andrew's  Bay"  I  saw  tlie  smoke  <tf  a  very 
arge  number,  anil  when  I  returned  on  fioard  that  night  the  sky  wax  lit 
up  both  to  the  eastward  and  westward,  away  inland,  for  a  fong  dis- 
tance. I  afterwards  learned  that  they,  not  having  been  molested  here, 
had  collected  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  17th  the  WuTidtrer  in  attempting  to  work  up  the  bav  got 
aground,  and  I  went  to  her  assistance  with  the  st«amer,  and  concfuded 
to  follow  lier  up  the  bay  to  the  town  of  St.  Andrew's.  Witfi  the 
exception  <if  thrf»e  men  and  two  women,  the  place  was  deserted. 
There  were  boats  hauled  up  on  the  beach  and  under  sheds  that  were 
serviceable,  w^hich  I  set  fire  to  and  otherwise  destroyed,  at  the  suj^es- 
tion  of  Acting  Master  [E.  S.]  Turner,  of  the  Wain^ertr,  who  thought 
they  might  bo  put  to  improper  use,  and  if  manned  and  armed  could  give 
great  annoyance  in  endeavoring  to  capture  the  boats  of  the  schooner 
carrying  salt  across  the  bay  <ir  ninning  the  blockade.  Within  a  few 
miles  of  the  town  I  destroyed  several  salt  pans,  with.  tUavc  ^>\\w'Wi'is.^ 
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pvmips,  tubs,  glitters,  otc.  Two  or  three  sets  of  these  pans  were 
made  of  the  coast-survey  harbor  buoys  cut  in  two.  Each  half  would 
hold  over  lot)  galhms  of  sea  water. 

W(?  found  ourselves  while  at  anchor  off  the  town  constantly  watched 
by  a  company  of  cavalry,  ntimberinf;,  as  near  as  we  could  learn,  90 
men-  They  tnok  good  care,  however,  to  keep  out  of  harm's  way.  For 
a  whole  weiek  we  sent  out  armed  boats  to  reconnoiter  in  all  directions 
and  destroy  all  boats,  salt  nuns,  etc.,  in  the  neiphl)orhood.  On  the 
morning  otthc  24th  Novomoer,  at  4  a.  m.,  I  .started  off  with  an  expe- 
dition under  my  command  in  the  direction  of  North  Bay.  The  Bohio 
ruriiLshe<l  two  boats  and  'Mi  men,  one  of  the  boats  having  a  howitzer; 
an<J  the  AlhatrosH  armed  and  et|uipne<l  three  boaLs  with  JiO.  besides  a 
workinj?  eanj;  of  ctial  hoavei*s  and  lircmen,  with  sledge  hammers,  top 
mauls,  cold  fhisels,  and  axes. 

The  oHicci-s  beloneing  to  the  Affiatroitit  which  accompanied  the 
expedition  were  Actmg  Master  Theodore  B.  Ihi  Bois  and  Acting 
Ensign  John  II.  Harris. 

We  proceeded  up  an  arm  of  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  called  North  Bay, 
about  12  or  14  miles,  and  reached  a  point  of  land,  where  we  concluded 
to  rest  until  broad  daylight.  The  nay  was  very  wide  at  tliis  point, 
and  a  fog  hung  over  tlie  water,  preventing  us  from  seeing  which  way 
to  go.  As  soon  as  we  lay  on  our  oars,  we  thought  we  heard  voices  oh 
shore.  Pulling  Jn  the  direction,  we  soon  ascertaiiUMl  that  we  were 
near  quite  a  number  of  pcnple,  and  as  we  came  nearer  we  not  only 
heard  voices,  but  we  heanl  tlogs  barking  and  horses  neighing,  and  wp 
felt  ({uito  sure  that  we  had  stumbled  upon  a  company  of  cavalry  and 
sohliers,  for  day  was  breaking,  und  wlmt  we  alterwunls  found  out 
were  canvas-covered  wagons,  we  then  mistook  for  tents.  I  thought 
[  would  startle  them,  and  ordered  a  shell  to  be  sent  over  their  heads, 
and  in  a  minut<>  there  never  was  heard  such  shouting  and  confusion. 
They  seemed  not  to  know  which  way  to  run.  Some  of  their  mules 
and  hoi-ses  they  succeeded  in  harnessing  to  the  wagons  and  some  they 
ran  off  to  the  woods  beyond  as  fa.st  as  tliey  could  he  driven,  a  shell 
everj'  now  and  then  over  their  heads  making  them  hurry  faster.  The 
water  was  so  shoal  that  uur  men  had  to  wade  over  200  yaixls  through 
the  water,  over  a  muddy  botl«n»,  to  the  shore,  and  before  they 
rt^achcd  it  the  peoph>  hud  all  left  and  we  could  just  see  them  througn 
tlie  wo(mIs  at  a  long  <listance  off.  We  threw  out  nickels,  and  Acting 
Master  Browne,  with  the  men  belonging  to  the  Bohio,  took  one  direc- 
tion, and  I,  with  my  men  and  oflicors.  took  the  other,  and.  with  top 
mauls,  axes,  sledge  hammers,  and  shovels,  we  connuenred  the  <Iestnic- 
tion  of  salt  kettles  and  salt  j>aiis  and  mason  wurk,  for  we  had  got  into 
a  settlement  of  salt  workers,  To  give  you  an  idea  of  our  seven  hours^ 
labor,  I  refer  you  t«  the  accompanying  report  of  Acting  Master 
Browne  and  list,  and  also  my  list  of  salt  kettles.  To  render  every- 
thing completely  unfit  for  future  use  we  had  to  knock  down  all  the 
brickwork,  to  <lestroy  the  salt  already  made,  to  knock  in  the  heads 
and  set  *iro  to  baiTels,  boxes,  and  everything  that  would  hold  salt;  to 
bum  the  .she<ls  and  houses  in  which  it  was  stowed,  and  to  disable  and 
bum  up  the  wagons  that  we  found  loaded  with  it.  The  kettles  being 
such  as  are  used  in  making  sugar,  we  know  the  capacity  of  by  the 
marks  on  them,  biit  the  salt  pans  we  could  only  tcU  by  measuretiient, 
which  we  had  no  time  to  do,  so  that  our  total  estimat^^  of  the  amount 
of  sea  water  that  was  boiling  in  them  when  we  arrived  is  far  short  of 
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what  it  really  was.  Our  pickots  brought  in  fire  white  men  and  tliroe 
F  Heroes;  the  wliite  men  were  paroled,  the  negroes  were  brought  away 
by  us.  To  our  surprise,  we  Iieard  that  we  had  driven  off  WJO  men  anii 
boys,  all  of  whom  had  been  here  for  some  months.  Tliey  had  all 
heard  of  the  frequent  attacks  upon  them  bj'  the  boats  of  Admiral 
Lardner's  sauadrun,  and  some  of  tliem  had  come  from  salt  works  far- 
ther down  the  coast.  After  we  finished  with  them  here  we  pulled  to 
another  place  4  miles  distant.  The  people  .saw  our  boats  coming  and 
they  commencfMl  putting  out  tlieir  firt'H  and  securinji;  llieir  krtlles. 
We  gave  chasi',  ami  Acting;  Master  Du  Hois,  after  a  dead  run  of  3  miles 
across  a  swamp  and  two  creeks,  with  ei^ht  or  ten  men,  succeeded  in 
capturing  five  wagon.s.  which  he  let  go  am^r  breaking  the  kettles  that 
were  in  them.  At  this  place  we  destroyed  over  forty  fiiniaccH  and 
sheds,  besides  pumps  and  kettles. 

After  this  day's  work  and  a  pull  of  .iO  miles  altogether  tlu*  men 
returned  to  their  ve.s.'iels,  and,  strange  to  Hay,  that  although  nearly  all 
were  wet  through  as  high  as  the  waist  all  day  long,  there  has  not  been 
one  sick. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  3  a.  m.,  with  a  force  of  the  same 
number  of  men  and  boats,  and  with  two  howitzers  mounted,  we 
ouietl^'  pulled  witii  mullled  oars  in  another  direction  to  tlic  eastward. 
At  daybreak  we  iaiuled  at  a  place  where  there  were  a  number  of  salt 
works  in  full  o[X'ratioii.  and  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  the  sited.s  and 
firewood  and  salt  pots  and  pans.  There  were  thirty  all4>^ether  here, 
but  many  of  the  kettles  had  been  taken  away.  Three  miles  beyond 
wtis  another  place  where  we  fouud  extensive  preparations  for  making 
salt,  A!id  the  arrangements  were  complete  in  every  way.  There  were 
large  furnaces  that  had  never  been  used,  and  there  were  hriek  kilns 
and  shed  for  drying  hrick.s,  an  excellent  clayey  soil.  Their  sheds  and 
furnaces,  etc..  we  all  destroyed  or  rendered  useless. 

Beyond  this  place,  l.J  miles  distant,  we  were  infnrmed,  wa.s  another 
large  settlement,  called  California  Inlet,  where  there  was  said  to  be  a 
thousand  salt  makers  under  the  protection  of  a  large  body  ot  cavalry. 
As  our  lioalvs'  crews  hud  already  pulled  IS  miles  and  had  destntyed  a 
number  of  suit  wt^irks  and  were  wet  and  somewhat  (ired,  I  thought  it 
not  atlvi.sable  to  add  I'A  miles  more  In  it.  Tlieir  condition  when  they 
returned  to  Iheir  vessels  afu-r  siieh  a  day's  work  woidd  have  been  anj"- 
thing  hut  a  prop<'r  one.  However,  our  day's  work  was  not  yet  fin- 
ished, for  on  our  way  back  we  disi-overod  l^iat  we  hud  pass*')!  in  the 
dark  three  or  four  small  salt  works,  which  we  visited  and  destroyed. 

On  the  "JHtli  of  Nuvend>er  dr»>pped  down  to  the  entrance  <if  St. 
Andrew's  Bay  and  prepared  for  sea.  The  wind  came  out  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  with  rain  and  fo^y  weather  and  with  a 
heavy  swell  on,  and  we  were  detained  until  the  30th,  when  we  saw  a 
strance  .sail  to  the. south  ward.  Got  underway  and  stood  out  toward  her, 
but  tlie  weather  getting  hazy  we  lost  sight  of  her.  Again  visited  the 
salt  works  along  the  shores  t-oward  the  east  end  of  Santa  Kosa  Island, 
but  couid  not  eifect  a  safe  and  dr\'  landmg  to  our  armed  b4)ats  and 
crews,  and  returne<i  t-o  tlie  ancliorage  behind  Hurricane  Island,  where 
my  consort,  the  Bohw,  lay.  The  following  week  we  ha<l  rain,  fogs, 
and  southerly  winds.  Our  hoatd  were  emphiyed  visiting  the  upper 
bays  to  watcn  for  salt  workers. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  ((3th)  the  wind  c*me  around  to  the  north  and 
the  weather  became  clear  and  cold,  and  the  sea  commeucexl  igivw^ 
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down.  On  Monday,  the  8th,  we  took  the  Bohio  in  tow  and  stood 
along  the  roa*!t  toward  Ponsarola  Bay.  landing:  and  destroying  the 
sail  w(»rks  between  St.  Andrew's  and  .'^anta  Rosa  Island  as  we  came 
across  them. 

The  works  at  Philips  Inlet  were  not  as  extensive  as  thev  had  been 
represented  to  me.  1  foiind  only  a  tew,  and  away  inlnnd^,  upon  the 
shores  of  the  bayou,  whieh  extends  2  or  ^  miles,  1  saw  neither  smoke 
nor  fires. 

At  sunset  I  stood  to  the  southward  10  miles  and  cast  off  the  Bohio 
to  proceed  on  her  course.  Stood  inshore  again  and  anchored  until 
this  morning  (nth  Dpcemher)  at  daylight,  when  I  got  luiderway  for 
Pensacola. 

During  tliis  short  cruise  1  have  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  courage,  endurance,  and  cheerfulnes.s  of  tiie  crew  under  my 
command.  Had  there  been  a  good  armed  resistance  ma<Ie  to  our 
descent  upon  the  salt  workers  they  would  have  found  our  men  a 
tough  party  t<>  handle. 

Of  tne  oilicors  I  can  not  speak  in  tc»o  high  praiKp.  It  is  owing  to 
them  solely  that  mv  ctcw  are  well  drilled  and  ube<llpnt. 

Tlie  Bofno  rendered  me  much  assistance  with  hi.*?  boats  and  men, 
and  C'aptain  Browne  and  his  oihcers  showed  a  praiseworthy  alacrity 
in  complying  with  every  request  and  onler  uF  mine. 

I  furnished  the  V.  S.  scnooner  Wmiderer  with  provisions  on  my 
arrival  at  St.  Andrew's,  to  enable  her  to  remain  as  long  as  possible  at 
her  station  on  the  blockade  of  that  j>lace.  Acting  Master  Turner,  her 
commanding  officer,  informed  me  when  I  left  that  unless  Admiral 
Lardner  sent  him  stores  lie  could  not  possibly  remain  at  hut  station 
longer  than  this  coming  Friilay  f  I2th).  Besides  the  crew  of  the  Wan- 
derer, Caj)tain  Tumor  has  a  large  familv,  belonging  to  a  refugee  that  is 
now  at  Key  West.,  upon  his  hands,  which  is  one  cause  why  his  pro- 
visions are  getting  short.  If  it  is  true,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
some  salt  makers,  that  there  is  a  schooner  in  one  of  the  creeks  on 
North  Bay  in  readine.»vs  to  run  the  blockade  with  a  load  of  cotton,  she 
may  choose  the  opportunity  while  the  Wantlrrer  is  absent. 

(Captain  Turner,  of  the  Wondrrer,  informed  me  that  he  only  had 
two  small  boats  that  together  would  hold  no  more  than  ten  men,  so 
that  it  can  not  be  attributable  to  him  that  the  salt  business  has  been 
so  large  on  the  shores  of  St.  Andrew's  Bay.  The  shores  or  water  front 
of  this  bay  aiv  immen.se.  anrl  it.  would  give  one  vessel  and  her  armed 
boats  constant  activity,  for  salt  is  so  niu<h  needed  by  (he  pconleof  the 
Confederate  States  that  they  will  run  almdst  any  rusk  to  malke  it. 

Kncldwd  yt)u  will  find  tlie  report  of  Acting  Master  Geoi^e  W. 
Browne,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bohio.  with  his  list  of  salt  nans,  etc., 
destroyed,  and  a  list  also  of  mine  that  were  destroyed  by  tne  crew  of 
the  Au)atrosa. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Haht. 
TjUutenant-Comiivt.7id^ir. 

Rear-Admii-al  D.  (S.  Parraoitt, 

Commanding  Western  OtUf  Squadron, 
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B«port  of  Acting  Kaitar  Browne,  U.  8.  Havy,  oonmandittg  IT.  B.  brig  Bohlo. 

U.  S.  Brio  Bohio. 
Si.  Andrew's  Bay,  Nm^embrr  26,  1862. 

Sra:  According  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the 
morning  of  November  24,  at  4  a.  m.,  I  started  fnim  tliis  vessel  with 
two  hoats,  the  largpr  having  a  light  12-pounder  howitzer  mounted 
for  service,  and  30  men,  armed  with  rides,  musket**,  and  carhinen. 
Taking  the  cutter  in  tow,  I  proceeded  with  all  i)osail)le  dispatch  up 
North  Bay  to  a  point  not  laid  down  on  my  chart,  but  at  a  supposed 
distance  of  VI  mdes.  Previous  to  my  arrival  I  discovered  large  vol- 
umes of  smoke  covering  the  vicinity  of  our  intended  landing,  and  on 
getting  close  in  discovered  numerous  small  fires,  which  1  concluded 
were  camp  iires,  particularly  when  I  diatinctiv  heard  the  challenge  of 
"Who  comes  there?"  from  a  person  1  took  to  be  a  soldier  on  the  shore. 
The  day  was  just  breaking  when  yon  culled  my  attention  to  tlie  nois<* 
and  confusifm  in  cninp.  When  we  could  see  well  we  discovered 
numerous  han<ls  of  men  and  luirscs,  wliieli  appeare<l  forming  to  give 
us  battle.  Yon  then  decided  to  pepper  them  a  little,  and  accordingly 
we  opened  on  them  with  slirapnel  and  canister.  After  tiring  thirteen 
rounds  we  landeti.  having  had  to  watle  in  uukI  and  water  almve  our 
knees.  You  directed  me  to  proceed  at  once  with  my  command  and 
destroy  all  the  salt  cauldn>ns  and  salt  I  could  discover,  together  with 
all  the  wa^'ons  and  conveyances  of  the  men  employed  at  the  works, 
which  I  faithfully  did,  killing  all  the  mules  I  could  fmd  and  hurnino; 
wagons  and  appiirlenances.  I  ascertained  from  some  prisoners  J  t<»oK 
that  there  were  some  2.500  men  engaged  in  tliis  vicinity  making  salt, 
and  tliat  there  were  abr>ut  1,000  men  at  work  here,  but  they  had  run 
off  when  oor  shell  began  to  play  abont  them.  Sf)me  tif  tliPin  were 
armed  with  rilles  and  others  with  shotguns.  One  of  the  latter  I  fonnd 
stowed  away  in  a  wagon,  loaded  with  lica^'y  bnckshot.  The  salt 
works  that  I  destroyed  nere  were  on  a  large  scale,  and  I  should  judge, 
from  tiie  immense  number  and  from  what  the  prisoners  said,  that 
500  bushels  a  day  would  be  within  the  estimate  of  their  labors. 

Aceoriling  to  your  orders  I  followed  you/  boats  some  5  miles  up 
West  Bay:  had  tlie  same  difnculty  in  landing  through  nuid  and 
water.  Made  a  half  circuit  of  the  island  in  tiie  opposite  direction 
from  that  you  had  taken,  destroyed  a  number  oi  salt  works  that  had 
been  left  with  picat  alacrity.  Killed  several  cattle,  and  then  took 
my  men  across  a  deep  morass  of  mud,  crossed  over  on  the  mainland 
and  destroyed  numerous  works,  burning  all  the  houses  and  appur- 
tenances attached.  All  the  salt  I  effectively  destroj'ed  by  mixmg  it 
with  sand  in  such  (piantilies  as  t**  render  it  perfectly  useless. 

At  fi  p.  m.  I  received  onlers  t^  return,  and  arrived  back  to  this  ves- 
sel at  8:40  p.  m.  The  nu-n  were  much  fatigued  with  the  day's  labor, 
and  several  of  them  had  their  feet  cut  and  injured  by  the  exposure. 

I  take  much  pleasure  in  commending  Master's  Mates  Samuel  C. 
Heath  and  .lamr's  Sheppard  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed llicir  dnty,  and  all  the  men  behaved  antl  worked  admiraoly, 
particularly  Daniel  Parsons,  boatswain's  mate,  who  is  worthy  of  a 
netter  position. 
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Enclosed  please  find  a  detailed  report  of  the  destruction  of  salt  and 
cauldrons  by  the  party  under  mr  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Bbowne, 
AcUng  Master f  Commanding. 

lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Habt,  ' 

In  command  of  Expedition. 

[Gndooara.] 

Aeeouni  of  pots  and  aaU  destroyed  ^  hoot  exj)editi4m  from  U.  S.  bri^  Bdkio,  Oecrge  W. 
Browne,  eommanding,  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  November  t^,  18&B. 


Number  of  pans. 

CApttdty  of 

ToUlC*- 

Siltd»- 
■troyM. 

6 

100 

aoo 

6,  200;  3, 100 

ISO 

2, 60;  4,  100 

SO 

9, 100;  4,  75 

160 

11, 90;  3,  160 

4,  00;  3, 100 

4, 100;  2, 60 

4,  SO;  4,  40 

10, 100;  7,  80 

160 

100 

40 

60 

100 

ISO 

90 

100 

60 

250 

100 

400 

OaOoma. 
600 

1,400 

1,500 
760 
620 
320 

1,200 
300 

1,440 
540 
600 
400 

1,660 
600 
600 
280 
300 
600 
300 
360 
500 
180 
2S0 
400 

ButkeU. 
10 

7 

4 

9 

3 

5 

4 

8 

6 

13 

7 

2 

14 

7 

60 

6 

ao 

8 

40 

17 

60 

4 

19 

6 

7 

2 

6 

70 

6 

60 

2 

20 

4 

2 

5 

3 

2 

800 

162. 


16,100 


668 


Respectfully, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart, 

Commanding  Expedition. 


Account  o}  salt  polt  and  pans  destroyed  by  an  ex^iiion  from  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  November 
Si,  18G2,  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart,  commanding. 


No.  of 

pots  uid 

pans. 


235 


Capacity  of  each  in  gallona. 


fi.  ISO:  12.  100;  5,  75;  3,  175 

11,40;  10,  70;  4,  75 

25 

3,  100;  5,  70;  4,  75 

9,  100;  6,  70;  9.  45;  9.  40;  6,  25 

8,  150;  4,  100;  5,  40 

6,  125;  20,  45;  9,  45 

3,  150;  2.  100:  20,  70;  8,  45 

9,  100;  9,  70:  7,  25 

250 


Total 

ntiraber 
gallons. 


2,700 
1,440 
525 
950 
2,235 
1.800 
1,875 
2,410 
1,705 
1,250 


16,800 
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November  27 — 20  pots,  90  callonscapwity;  total,  1,800. 
Dwcinbcr  S— 50  pots,  50  gallons  capacity;  total,  2,950. 
Grand  total,  21,640. 

With  the  above  there  were  destrojed  funiaoes.  pumps,  boxes,  bar- 
rels, sheds,  houses,  and  waguiis,  containing  salt  in  quantities  that  I 
could  not  estimate.     Whenever  I  found  anything  connecltd  with  the 
manufoc'turt^  of  salt  I  destroyed  it. 
Respectfully, 

Jvo.  E.  TIakt, 
Lieutenani-Commarxd^r,  U.  S.  Navy, 


Bepori  of  Captain  Jenkins,  If.  S.  Navy,  remiestin^  coal  in  preparation 
for  tft£  cha^e  of  the  C.  S.  o.  Florida. 

V.  vS.  SmcAM  Si-oop  Onbiua, 
Off  MofrUe  Entrance,  Noiymber  25,  iS62. 
It  Dear  Commodohe:  I  ought  to  let  you  know  that  my  coal  will 
be  very  nearly  out  by  the  .5th  proximo,  at  the  present  rate  of  daily 
consumption,  if  not  required  to  get  underway  to  chase  in  the  mean- 
time. 

I  have  been  unable  to  reciuoe  the  daily  runttumption  l>elow  fij  tt>ns. 
At  night  I  keep  up  a  good  head  of  steam,  so  a.s  to  ne  ready  for  a  chase. 

Without  three  or  four  days'  coal  on  hand  for  full  st<^aming,  no 
blockading  vessel  can  bo  considered  in  an  efficient  condition,  espe- 
cially when  in  expectation  of  a  fast  steamer  to  attempt  to  run  out. 

If  the  Oreto  shoidd  attempt  to  iiin  the  gantlet  it  would  be  very 
mortifying  for  us  not  to  bo  at)lc  to  pursue  her  fttr  want  t»f  coal. 

The  absence  of  the  Winona,  Kanawhn,  and  Ai-ooaUiol:  and  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  Pembina  renders  itie  anxious  day  and  niglit. 

It  would  be  a  terrible  misfortune  to  the  country  for  the  Ortto  to 
escape  the  blockade. 

I  lind  tliat  the  rebels  are  driving  piles  across  the  channel  to  the 
westward  of  Fort  Morgan. 

I  sent  the  Kennehtc  this  forenoon  to  reconnoitcr  Grant's  Pass  and 
the  bay  adjaront.  Rii.s.sell  rciwrtcd  six  sdiooncrs  lying  near  Cirant's 
Pass  or  Fort  Gaines.  They  must  be  waiting  to  try  their  luck  tlirough 
the  weiiteni  channels. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkixs. 

Conunodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Beport  oj  B far- Admiral  Farraffut,   U.  S.  Nai^f,  transmitting  report 
rrgariling  the  burning  of  steamer  Victoria  in  Atchafalaya  Bay. 

No.  26(j.l  Flagship  Habtford, 

New  Orleans,  December  ^,  IS6'^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander 

Buchanan's  report  of  the  captuix'  of  a  launch,  witti  two  prisonei's,  and 

of  the  burning  of  the  Anglo-rebel  steamer  Victoria  in  Atciiafalaya  Bay. 

Very  respcctfwUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  G.  FAnRAoirr, 
Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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[EndMon.] 


U.  S.  Gr 


TNBOAT   CAI.nOlTK, 

on  Bmshfar  Cily.  Novemh,  r  2S,  tSBS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  expedition  which  1  st«rt4>d 
from  this  aliip  two  days  ago  up  Bell  Kiver  retunied  this  morning  witli 
a  launch,  mounting  a  12-pounder  Daldgren  howitzer,  and  two  pris- 
oners; the  iT'st  of  the  erew  escaped.  She  Itad  on  board  (>0  t^nts'and 
ft  few  shotguns,  which  are  wortliless.  I  have  learned  lliat  (he  rehel 
steamer  Victoria  was  set  on  fire  ami  l)l(»wn  up  olT  IjlsI  Ishinil  ahoiit 
two  weeks  ago.  It  appears  that  she  broke  her  pist<tn  rmj  ami  sent  a 
boat  up  here  for  assistance.  Some  imt^ou  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
told  them  that  we  Jiad  possession  or  tlie  place,  when  they  went  back 
and  set  her  on  fire  and  deserted  her.  I  heard  from  a  Confederatei 
officer  who  came  down  with  a  flaj^  of  truce  tlnit  her  crew  Imd  arrived 
in  Franklin  rrf>m  Bayou  Sale,  having  gone  upCok*  Blanche  Bay,  and 
that  the  steamer  was  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  McKea.v  Buchanan, 
Litutenant-Comtnander,  IJ .  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  F'ARRAorr, 

Commatitiin^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Expeditions  for  the  destruction  of  mlt  ux>r}cs  at  Cedar  Lake,  Tex., 
A'oveinhfr  27  and  2S,  18(12. 

Beport  of  Aoting  Msatar  OlUingbRm,  0.  8.  Kavy,  conuaanding  U.  8.  ihip  Horolng  Lig^ht 

U.  S.  Ship  Moknino  Li»jht, 
Off  Vdasco,  Novcmhrr  2S,  tS62. 

Sm:  On  the  27th  ultimo  linstantl  1  anchored  the  ship  in  3J  fathoms 
water  at  a  place  cnlled  Cedar  Lake.  1  sent  three  boats'  crews  and 
officers  to  destroy  an  extensive  and  valuable  salt  manufactory  [that] 
I  discovered  the  day  pi"evioiis,  which  duty  tliey  must  elTeclually 
performed,  toj^ether  with  all  the  macliinery,  carts,  and  implements, 
also  dcslniying  M'veral  tons  of  salt  which  was  packc<l  in  hide  bags  for 
inland  transport,  and  returned  to  the  ship  without  an  accidenti 

This  morning  I  sent  another  expedition  about  4  miles  farther  down 
the  coast,  the  wind  at  the  time  not  allowing  the  ship  to  cover  the 
beach.  While  in  the  act  of  destro^in^  the  works,  which  were  not 
very  extensive,  a  mounted  troop  of  guerrdlas  charged  on  them,  driving 
them  to  the  boats.  One  man  surrendered  or  was  taken  prisoner;  the 
rest  escaped  to  the  boat^,  when  a  sharp  skirmish  took  place,  in  which 
we  had  one  man  killed  and  one  shot  through  the  arm.  not  seriously. 
In  the  meantime  a  shght  breeze  enabled  me  to  approach  the  beach 
with  the  ship,  when  we  most  eifectually  routed  I  hem  fl^^^l  the  beach. 
1  seriously  regret  any  accident  happening  to  the  expedition,  as  great 
caution  was  used.  I  refer  you  to  a  cony  of  Actinj^  Master  [Henry  WJ 
Washburn's  report  for  particulars.  Hoping  the  transaction  will  meet 
your  approvalj  as  well  as  the  conduct  or  my  officers  and  crew,  I 
remain,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

John  Dillingham, 
ArtiTig  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  Skip  Morning  Li^H- 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  KARRAOirr, 

Cotnmanding  Western  GvJj  Blockading  Squadron. 
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P.  S. — ^The  salt  manufactory  we  destroyed  was  quite  new.  The 
one  we  partially  destroyed  wa«  rendered  unfit  for  present  use.  Both 
seemed  to  he  fjotten  ti|)  at  great  ex|>onse  and  lalH>r. 

My  ship  draws  nearly  17  feet  of  water,  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  go 
into  3  fathoms  water  tu  ^vt  a  couvemcnt  range  for  our  K"^^^?  I  ^'^^ 
not  do  much  with  llic  ship  wittiout  great  risk.  A  small  tender  with 
a  rifle  jriin  would  cleai'  tlie  wliole  coast  of  salt  works  without  endan- 
gering the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  DnXIKOlIAH. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraodt. 


S«pon  of  Acting  HaBter  WuhboTc,  U.  8.  Htry,  «zeoutivs  offiwr. 

U.  S.  SfiTP  MoKN'iNG  Light,  November  27,  186S. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  orders,  we  have  this  day  de8tro3'ed  the 
extensive  salt  manufactory  liear  Cedar  Luke,  Tex. 

Acting  Master  William  VV.  Kowler,  witli  one  party,  destroyed  one 
factor}'  of  S  lai*ge  kettles  and  hIJ  the  buiMinp*  belonging  to  it.  I, 
with  another  party»  destroyed  those  extendmg  to  the  northward, 
consisting  of  4  large  tubular  boilers  and  10  large  and  4  small  kettles. 
The  whole  amount  of  salt  ready  parked  for  transportation  was  not 
far  fnmi  10  tons,  all  of  which  was  ruined. 

Acting  Ma-ster's  Mate  G.  II.  Kire,  with  the  three  boats,  covered  our 
retreat  m  ease  of  attai^k  fr»'»m  the  guerrillii,s,  a  number  of  whom  were 
mounted  and  were  wat^:luii^'  our  movements.     M\  connected  with 
the  expedition  were  pn>nipt  in  executing  and  obedient  to  orders. 
Yours,  res|)ectfully, 

Hknbt  W.  Washbukn, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 
John  Dillinoham,  Esq., 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  V.  S.  Skip  Morning/  Light. 


B«port  of  Aoting  Aiilitaat  SnTgeon  Bherfy,  V.  S.  Fary.  regarding  ounoltlH. 

v.  S.  Ship  Morni.no  Light, 
Off  Coast  of  Texas.  Near  Velasco,  November  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  discovering  that  our  boats' 
crews  in  this  mornuigs  expedition  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy,  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  gig  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  their  assistance,  accom- 
panied by  mv  steward  and  nurse,  with  such  instruments  and  neces- 
saries as  might  be  needed.  I  met  the  boats  a  short  distance  from  the 
shore,  and  hnding  the  wounded  required  no  immediate  attention  I 
onlered  them  all  on  board  without  ilela}'  and  then  proceeded  to  inves- 
tigate thoroughly  the  extent  of  ijijuries  received,  and  have  to  report 
[toj  you  the  following  list  of  casualties: 

killed.-  Thomas  Jones,  or(hnai*y  seaman,  gunshot  wound  in  the 
mouth,  passing  backward  into  the  spinal  column;  also  one  between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs,  in  the  middle  of  the  right  side,  penetrating 
the  lungs.     He  died  almost  instantly. 

H^ourj</«/.— Michael  Sua;ru.  seaman,  in  the  middle  of  the  left  fore- 
arm; a  musket  bail  strucK  the  radius,  fracturing  it  slightly,  pacing 


382 


WEST  GLtLF  BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


round  its  outer  side  and  lodging  under  the  skin  opposite  the  point  of 
entrance.  William  Thomas,  ordinary  seaman,  fleslx  wound,  riiiite  to 
the  bone,  about  1  inch  from  the  upper  end  of  the  sternum,  near  its 
left  ed^e,  as  if  made  by  a  biickahot  nearly  spent.  Peter  Le  Provost, 
seaman,  scalp  penetrated  on  the  top  of  the  head;  the  ball  entered  the 
front  4>f  his  can,  woundine  the  scalp  on  its  way  and  passing  out  of  the 
cap  behind.  11.  W.  Washburn,  acting  mast-er  and  executive  officer, 
a  contused  wound,  vcrj'^  slight,  along  the  outer  side  of  the  right  fore- 
arm, (leorge  H.  Rice,  master's  mate,  struck  on  the  left  wrist  by  a 
spent  ball. 

Sumniarif. — Killed,  1;  wounded,  5.     The  wounded  are  doing  well 
and  arc  all  on  duty  except  the  first  two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Sherft, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  V.  S.  Nawf. 

Acting  Master  John  Dillinghasi, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Ship  Morning  Light. 


Bsoond  Ttport  of  Aotiag  Muur  Wa«)tbnrD,  U.  8.  Vetj,  ezecntiTe  officer. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light,  Novemher  38,  IS6£. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  ordere,  I  this  day  liimlod  with  the  crew  of 
the  first  cutter,  covcivd  [)y  l.lu*  third  ciittiT,  iiiidci-  charge  of  Acting 
Masti^r's  Mate  G.  II.  Ric-<i,  for  \\\c.  pur|)ose  of  destroying  a  salt  manu- 
factory near  the  southwest  end  ot  Cedar  Lake.  Wo  were  unable  to 
effectually  destroy  it,  having  been  attacked  by  a  body  of  mounted 
rebels,  numbering  about  10,  and  a  lai"ge  number  of  footmen,  who  were 
iilile  t.o  approach  us  uiiNcen  in  the  grass.  In  rt^tiring,  William  Thomp- 
son, captain  [ofj  foreca.s(Ie,  wiis  taken  prisoner.  Thomft.s  Jones,  ortfi- 
narj'  seaman,  killed  hy  a  ball  through  his  head.  Peter  I^  Provost, 
captain  after  guard,  wounded  in  the  head;  Michael  Sugni,  seaman,  left 
arm  broken  by  a  ball;  WilUam  Thomas,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in 
breast.  I  am  unable  to  state  positively  the  number  of  the  enemy 
killed,  but  think  it  not  far  from  4,  as  that  number  were  seen  to  fall 
from  their  horses. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  H.  Rice  covered  our  retreat  finely.     I 
wt^uld  also  mention  .Vssistant  Paymaster  William  8.  Blunt  as  having 
behaved  bravelv-     Nearly  all  in  the  boats  were  slightly  wounded  and 
the  boats  com[>fetely  riddled  with  balls  or  slugs. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Henbt  W.  Washburn, 
Acting  Master  and  Ex-ecutive  Officer, 
JosK  Dillingham,  Esq., 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light. 


Report  of  Acting  Kuter  DUIlaKhun,  V.  B.  Ilvrj. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light. 

Off  Vdasco,  December  I,  1862, 
Sir:  I  loft  with  Captain  Renshaw  a  report  of  an  expedition  in  which 
we  destroyed  a  very  extensive  salt  manufactory  in  the  vicinity  of 
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Co<lai'  Lftko.  With  Captain  Kenshaw's  permission,  I  called  at  Sabine 
to  procure  a  small  schooner  for  a  tender  lo  this  ship,  but  without  suc- 
cess. As  much  of  this  coast  noexis  a  closer  investigation  than  J  can 
ahvaj"s  safely  venture  with  the  ship,  to  cover  boats  landing,  a  small 
schooner  witli  a  small  armament  would  be  very  useful. 

I  would  also  beg  to  recommend  to  j'our  notice  Acting  Master's 
Mate  George  H.  Uice,  who,  in  the  late  expedition  of  Novendjer  28, 
c-anduct<?<l  himself  and  Ixiat's  crew  with  gi*eat  discivlion  and  bravery. 
All  concur  iu  savinii;  that  but  for  his  firmness  in  returning  tho  fire  of 
tho  rebels  the  wliole  of  the  cutter's  crew  and  officers  nnist  have  been 
shot  and  taken  pri.sonoi-s.  lie  had  one  man  killed  in  his  boat,  and 
about  every  one.  including  himself,  slightly  wounded.  I  counted  24 
bullet  mar^s  in  his  boat's  gunnel  and  some  10  or  IJ  loose  balls  in  the 
boat.  Acting  Master  II.  W.  Washburn,  executive  officer,  (umchirted 
the  expedition  in  a  very  proper  manner,  and  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Sherfy  was  vcrj'  prompt  in  giving  assistance  to  the  wounded 
men  in  the  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Dilujjguam, 
Acting  ^fa^ter,  Conimandintf  U.  S.  Skip  Morning  Li^fU. 

_  Kear-Admiral  I).  G.  Farraout, 

Comniajhding  WeMern  Gulf  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farrag\U,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  increase  of  force  at  Mobile. 

Flagship  IIahtford, 
New  Orknm,  November  28,  JS62. 
Dear  Commoikjre:  Send  the  Winona  off  Mobile  to  report  to  Cap- 
tain Jenkins,  if  vou  think  he  has  not  torce  enough. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  0.  Farraout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Seniffr  Naxnl  O^cer  PreserU,  Pen^acoh  Bay. 

P.  S. — I  have  carefully  examined  the  case  of  the  Win&na  firing  at 
the  steamer  olT  Ship  Island  Pass,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  nnist  have 
been  a  rebel  boat,  and  that  she  is  now  in  Bay  St.  Louis,  as  Captain 
Madigan  says  she  ran  in  behin^l  (.'at  Island,  liray.  in  the  McCUllan, 
chased  a  steamer  which  he  tliinks  ran  out  oi  Mobile.  .She  was  steer- 
ing S.  E.,  about  200  miles  southeast  from  Mobile;  lost  sight  o!  her  at 
S  o'clock;  had  gained  on  her  very  much,  and  was  ahnost  sure  of  her 
when  he  lost  sight  of  her.  It  is  reported  here  that  the  Oreto  is  out, 
but  another  report  [is]  that  it  was  tne  Victoria,  out  of  Mobile.  I  am 
only  waiting  for  the  provisions  lo  send  the  Cayuga  to  Mobile.  Jen- 
kins thinks  his  force  not  sufficient  if  Buchanan  comes  down  to  divert 
the  attention  from  the  Oreto, 
Yours,  truly, 

D.G,  F. 

»  w  R— vol,  18 ^36 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiml  Farmgut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutennnt-CommaTuUr 
Madiaan,  U.  S.  A'ary,  cfmiTnanding  U.  S.  skip  Viwennes,  for  a 
search  of  Bay  St.  Louis  for  a  suspected  steamer. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Nctv  Orleans,  November  28,  1862, 
Sir:  1  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  hut  that  the  st<»amor  suppoaed 
bv  you  tf»  be  the  Creole  wtw  from  «p  tho  Pa^icagoiila  River  ana  that 
sfiois  now  contcalod  in  Bay  St.  Louis.  You  will  therefore  direct 
Lit'uUMiant-Comniander  Adams  and  Ueu tenant-Commander  Blake 
to  fc;o  in  search  of  her. 

You  will  report  to  tnc  the  number,  eondition,  etc.,  of  the  navy  guna 
at  Ship  Island . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farhaoitt.I 

Rear-Admired. 
Lieuteuant-Conirnander  Jonv  Madioan, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Ship  Viru^ennes. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farmgut,  V.  S.  Navy,  reaarding  tJte  abaiid^m- 
ment  of  proposed  attack  upon  Port  Jtudson. 

No.  264.1  Flaoship  Hartfohd, 

New  OrUam,  November  ^0,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  still  here  waiting  for  General  Butler  to  furnish  me  with 
troops.  General  Weitzel,  who  lias  been  consulted  as  to  the  pi-opriety 
of  attacking  Port  Hudson,  informed  General  Butler  and  myself  that 
he  had  t!ie  best  of  information  that  Port  Hudson  was  held  by  at  leust 
12,000  to  15,000  Confederates,  and  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  attack 
it  with  less  tlian  12,000  men.  so  that  the  general  lias  abandoned  the 
idea  of  making  tho  attack. 

I  next  asked  for  l.oOO  or  2,000  men  to  attack  the  rear  of  Fort 
Gaines,  and  1. 000  for  Galveston  to  hold  the  nlace.  The  general  says 
he  will  send  the  num  to  Galveston  next  week. 

I  have  just  sent  down  supplies  to  the  vessels  in  Galveston.  All 
appears  to  be  well  at  Mobile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAKRAOtlT. 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tiie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieiitenani-Commander  BlaJce, 
U .  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  A.  Uattems,  for  a  careful  search  for 
blockade  runners  in  Mi4»mippi  Sound. 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  MohHf,  Bar,  November  ^9,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  tlatleras  along  the  northern 
shore  of  the  [Mississippi  j  Sound  as  close  as  you  can  safely  navigate, 
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and  carfifully  examine  tho  several  bays  for  rebel  craft  that  are  sup- 
posed to  be  loading  there  and  wat^^-hjiif;  a  elmnt-e  to  run  out.  Tne 
Winona  cha-sed  a  steamer  in  the  sound  on  tlie  night  of  the  l!)th.  She 
escaped,  running  from  Ship  Island  to  the  northward  and  westward. 
St.  LouiH  Bay  require«  a  special  examination. 

I  think  yiHi  had  better  fcegin  at  St.  Louis  Bay,  appearing  there  at 
early  davlTght.  iind  ninning  down  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  regaining 
your  station  near  (rrant's  Pa.ss  that  same  evening. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Beu.. 
Commodore,  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

aeutenant-f'omraander  Homek  C.  Blake. 

Commandijuf  U .  S.  S.  lialteraa,  Mississippi  Sound. 


I 


LetUr  from  Rear-Admiral  FarramU,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Generdl 
Butler,  U .  S.  Army,  rtyarding  the  capture  in  Mississippi  Sound  of  the 
^ahop  Young  Gustave. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartfobo, 
2\ew  Orltanti,  Novemher  Mf,  1862. 
Sir:  About  the  21st  ultimo  the  U.  S.  gunboat  J .  P.  Jackaon  cap- 
tured in  Mississippi  Sound,  umler  I'niiit  au\  Chenes,  a  sloop  railed  the 
Young  GusUxve.  The  captain  had  a  pa.ss  and  coasting  license  signed 
by  Major  Strong,  by  order  of  General  Butler,  and  was  hound  to  I*ensa- 
cola,  having  been  regularly  <leared  for  that  port.  A  passenger  on 
board,  FrancLsco  Kiancho,  had  not  your  pass.  On  tlie  person  of 
the  son  of  the  charter  parly,  in  his  shoes,  were  found  letters  for 
MobUe,  in  which  the  writers  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
that  point  (Mobile)  by  the  hand  of  the  charter  party,  Jose  Ciarcia. 
Uiancho,  the  two  Garcias,  and  jVntonio  Silva,  the  captain.  I  think, 
shouhl  be  arn'sted  ami  Immglit  before  you  for  exaniinatiuti,  as  they 
were  evidently  running  a  mail  to  Mobile,  and  have  been  doing  so  for 
some  time  past.  These  men  were  released  under  a  general  order  for 
releasing  noncomhatants  before  I  was  aware  of  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  which  was  after  I  had  translated  the  letters  found  on  young 
Garcia. 

The  Spanish  consul  is  now  intorcedinc  for  these  men.  I  have  some 
$2,000  and  upward  belonging  to  Rianclio,  which  should  be  returned 
to  him  if  he  la  cleared  of  guilt  in  the  transacti<m. 

All  of  wiiicb,  together  with  the  papers,  is  submitted  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Fabragut,] 

Rmr-Admiral. 
Major-General  Be.nj.  F.  BifTLEB, 

Comtnanding  Department  of  Golf,  New  Orleans. 
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Extract  Jrom  letter  from.  Rear-Admiral  Farraguty  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com- 
modore BeU,  U.  S.  Naiyif,  rejerrim  to  proposed  opcratiom  nnd  the 
d^trudioti  of  stearner  Victoria  in  AtchajaUuja  Bay. 

FLAOsnip  Hartford, 
Neiv  Orleans,  November  ciO.  iSS2. 

Dear  Commowork:  Your  several  lettcrx:  First,  send  the  Te 
jieasee  with  the  provisions  down  to  Galveston  or  they  will  bo  entirely 
out.  Get  her  olT  as  soon  as  iH»ssiblc.  Send  the  Winona  around  here 
to  act  in  the  river.     She  may  answer  hero  until  we  got  a  dock  ready. 

I  am  still  waiting  for  old  Butler  for  troops,  for,  as  >t)u  say,  1  want 
no  more  eteptiaats.  I  will  not  take  another  plaro  without  troops  to 
hold  it.  I  shall  call  on  the  general  to-night  to  see  if  he  is  going  to 
send  the  troops  to  Galveston.  As  to  Mobile,  I  have  but  little  hopes 
of  getting  trooi>s  for  the  attack,  but  if  the  orders  come  out  to  att-ack 
it,  I  shall  do  so  and  take  the  chances.  As  to  theii-  pilos,  I  do  not 
reganl  them  at  all;  his  sliijxs  will  nm  through  them  like  nothing,  and 
in  deep  water  they  will  not  even  stop  a  gunboat.  I  am  very  anxious 
to  get  the  next  mail.  The  Vietoria,  sister  steamer  to  the  Arizona, 
ran  into  Alchafalaya  and  got  on  shore  and  sent  up  for  assistance, 
and  when  they  found  timt  we  had  possession  they  set  fire  to  the  vessel 
and  she  blew  up.  She  was  loadeu  with  munitions  of  war. 
In  great  ha-ste,  yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Fakraght, 

Rcar-AdminU, 

Commodore  Beix. 


LeUer  jrom  Con^d-Oeneral  Skufeldt,  to  Rear'Admirai  Farragut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  hlockade  runners.  *■ 

Private.)  U.  S.  C>>xsi^late-G enteral, 

Havana,  Decembitr  I,  1S6$, 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  agreeable  letter  was  duly  handed  to  me  by  the 
French  consul-general.  I  am  much  otiUged  for  your  kind  remem- 
brances, ant]  feel  coiis4:ious  of  having  neglected  a  correspondence 
which  I  value  very  highly.  I  have,  nevertheless,  watcheil  ymir 
progress  and  gloried  in  your  victories  as  much  as  any  of  your  friends 
or  vom-  countrymen. 

In  i-efcrence  to  the  contraband  trade  with  the  ports  of  the  Gulf,  I 
have  tMK^n  latelysatisfied  that  the  attempt  tonin  the  blockade  in  largo 
steamers  has  been  f<iund  tun  expensive,  and  in  consequence  the  par- 
tics  interested  here  have  detemimed  to  divide  and  lessen  the  risk  by 
the  pLin-hase  of  schuoncrs  and  other  small  vessels.  I  enclose  you  list 
of  these  vessels  lately  tmnsferred  to  British  and  other  Ha^  in  tliis  port, 
I  have  no  doubt  for  tin*  above-mentioned  purpose.  We  liave  yet  sev- 
eral steamers  of  the  Arizona  tyj>e,  but  I  do  not  observe  any  moVement 
among  ihem,  with  the  exception  of  the  Cuba,  late  of  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile  mail  line.     She.  I  think,  is  watching  her  opportunity. 

The  Oreto,  or  Florida,  escaped  Preble  in  a  cool  and  dashing  manner, 
but  I  can  not  think  that  my  old  friend  and  fellow-shipmate  (leservea 
the  punishment  which  was  inflicted.  It  was  veiT  unfortunate  that  I 
hod  no  means  of  getting  the  information  to  Mobile,  for  I  knew  ahuost 
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positively  that  she  was  going  there  and  wrote  tu  the  Department  to 
that  effect. 

In  reference  to  the  Blnru'h^.my  impression  is  that  Hunter  would 
have  accomplished  the  destruction  of  tne  vessel  by  merely  showing  his 
colors  and  running  toward  her.  In  this  way  he  would  nave  avoided 
any  infi-acti<jn  of  international  law.  The  Spanish  authorities  were 
very  indignant  at  the  violation  of  territory,  and  it  will  lH>dinicult  tu 
pmve  in  the  face  of  the  captain's  piYitest  that  Hunter's  men  dltl  not 
set  fire  to  her.  1  tried  very  hanl  tu  get  the  evidence  of  the  crew  of  the 
Blonche,  but  they  were  kept  out  of  my  way.  I  regret  the  affair  so  lar 
as  the  Spanish  authorities  are  concen»ed,})uL  insomuch  as  John  Bull 
may  bluster  and  threaten  I  must  confess  that  it,  j^ives  me  pleasure. 
We  have  a  reckoning  with  him,  which  I  hope,  under  Providence,  to 
live  to  see  settle<l. 

We  have  had  no  arrivals  from  the  ports  of  your  command  for  some 
time.  No  steamer  since  the  Blanche.  I  think  the  Rio  Grande  deserves 
your  attention  next.  The  American  schooner  Snow  Drift,  of  New 
York,  arrived  here  lately  fnun  that  port,  and  from  certain  mysterious 
movements  and  from  the  character  of  her  cargo,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
is  bound  to  Matamoras.  If  you  fall  in  with  her,  I  am  quite  sure  she 
would  prove  a  legal  prize.  She  seems  to  be  one  of  those  case-s  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  he  watchful  of  "our  friends." 

In  futui-e  I  shall  be  more  constant  in  my  correspondence. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

CR.  W.  SnUFELDT, 
f  V/w  iihOtnera}.. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FAnnAGUT, 
Commanding  in  GulJ  of  Mexico,  etc. 

Order  of  liear-Admiral  D\i  PoiU,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Youiuf,  V .  S.  Naxriff  commanding  U.  S.  S.  PtnukaUtn,  reijarding  n 
change  of  command. 

KLAOsniP  Wabash, 
Port.  Royal  florhor,  S.  C,  Prremhfr  2,  iH6%. 
Sib:  Enclosed  are  two  ordei-s  from  the  Department,  dated,  respec- 
tively, the  iUth  and  2lid  of  November,  by  which  you  are  detacned 
from  the  Pouyhatan  and  ordered  to  repi>rt  to  me  for  tlie  connnand  of 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pemhinu,  the  Department  liaving  been  under  the 
erroneous  nnpre.ssiou  that  the  Petnlnnn  was  still  attarhiMt  to  this 
squadron. 

There  bein^  no  opportunity  of  sending  you  to  the  Gulf  froui  here, 
you  will  repair  to  tnis  port  by  the  earliest  opportunity  and  take  pas- 
sage for  the  North  by  the  lii-st  steamer. 

Respectfullv,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dii  Pont, 
Hear- Admiral,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young, 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 
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Report  of  AeHjig  Master  Lamson,  U.  S.  Nar^,  commanding  U.  8. 
seiwoner  Kitlatimiy,  referring  U>  the  capture  of  the  schooners  Matilda 
and  Diana. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kn-rAiiNNY, 
Fass  Camllo,  December  2,  1S6^. 

Sik:  I  received  on  the  24th  ultimo  orders  from  you  to  proceed  to 
Pensacola,  but  for  the  following  reason  have  not  as  yet  complied 
with  your  instructions.  1  was  ordered  by  Commander  Kenshaw,  on 
thfi  th  ultimo,  to  enter  this  pass  in  company  with  mortar  schooner 
Hrnri/  Janes.  I  Itad  conMidorablc  tn)uble  in  j^'ttinK  my  vessel  over 
the  bar,  hut  after  lightening  her  to  8  feet  succeeded  in  doing  so, 
though  she  thumped  very  heavily  on  a  hard  bottom,  starting  the 
oakum  from  her  seams. 

Aa  the  enemy  have  many  small  craft  in  the  bay,  and  would  prob- 
ably attack  us  if  they  knew  how  weakly  we  are  manned,  I  consider  it 
unsafe  to  leave  the  mortar  schooner  here  alone,  and  shall  venture  to 
remain  here  until  i"elieved  by  some  other  vessel.  Another  mortar 
schooner  would,  in  my  opinion,  answer  every  purpose,  as  we  are 
aneliored  in  the  only  channel  out  of  the  bay  an(5  entirely  command  it. 

I  would  respectfidly  urge  upon  your  attention  our  want  of  men. 
There  are  now  absent  from  my  vessel  officers  and  crews  in  three 
prizes,  and  the  mortar  schooner  has  lost  since  coming  in  here  9  men 
and  her  executive  oflicer,  captured  in  a  boat. 

I  am  also  much  in  want  of  provisions,  having  had  to  supply  not  only 
the  mortar  schooner,  but  also  V.  S.  ships  Sti^nem  and  Corypheus  from 
Aransas.  U.  S.  bark  Arthur,  however,  has  given  us  all  she  could  spare. 
We  are  supplied  in  most  respects  for  about  a  month. 

I  have  to  i-eport  that  on  tne  25th  ultimo,  at  daylight,  discovore<i  a 
st^hooner  near  the  bar,  evidently  attempting  to  run  in.  Immediately 
dispatched  tirst  cutter  and  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  A.  H.  Atkin- 
son, who,  after  chasing  the  schooner  to  sea  S  or  0  miles,  succeeded  in 
capturing  her.  She  jiroved  to  be  the  Matilda,  under  Knglish  colors, 
bound  ostensiblv  to  Malamoros.  She  had  un  board,  however,  a  pilot 
well  ac<|uainte(I  with  this  bar.  She  also  atttMiinted  to  escape  our 
boatti.  I  have  <lischarge<l  her  for  the  purp«we  ot  finding  a  reported 
leak,  and  of  ascertaining  \vhether  she  carried  cuntrabantl  articles. 
She  has  a  general  cargo  from  Havana,  and  will  be  sent  to  Key  West  in 
a  few  days. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  on  the  next  day,  26th  ultimo,  captured 
under  similar  circumstances  another  schooner,  the  Diana,  from  Cam- 
peche  to  Matamoras,  with  general  cargo.  Found  on  board  a  resident 
of  Texas,  who  made  a  written  declaration  that  he  was  her  ])iIot  and 
that  she  was  bound  to  tliis  or  any  other  Texan  port  she  could  get  into. 
1  sent  her  next  day  to  Key  West. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfufly,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Lamsojt, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Kiitatinny^k 

Rear-Admiral  1).  G.  Farraqut, 

Commanding  Western  Gull  Blockading  Squadron. 
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liepoH  of  Acting  Master  TjOnMon,  V.  S.  Natyy,  commanding  U.  S. 
achooHfT  KUtutinny,  regarding  caiMC  of  delay  in  obeying  o^rs  to 
■proceed  to  Pensacola. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  KiTTAXiNNr, 
Pass  Cavalio,  December  2,  1862. 
Sir:  I  rweived  by  the  steamer  Sachem,  on  tlie  2.'id  tiltiniu.  orders 
from  the  admirul  to  proceed  with  this  vessel  to  Pensacolft  and  report 
to  the  senior  naval  oificcr  there.  Before  doing  so,  liowever,  I  eon- 
sider  it  my  duty  to  inform  yon  of  the  matter,  as  you  may  not  deem  it 
safe  to  leave  the  schooner  Henry  Janes  here  alone,  especially  as  she 
is  so  weakly  manne<l,  havint;  been  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  her 
executive  olficer  and  9  men  while  cruisinj?  un  the  bay. 

My  own  rrew,  ori^nally  veiy  small,  has  been  much  diminished  by 
sending  awny  two  prize  crews,  viz,  in  the  schooner  Diana,  28th  ultimo, 
and  in  the  sc^hooner  Matilda,  which  will  sail  to-morrow  if  possible.  I 
shall  then  have  but  one  officer  and  half  a  crew,  though  Lieutenant 
Wade,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  Artlmr,  will  furnish  me  with  0  men. 

I  write  by  the  mail  steamer  now  due  to  apprise  the  admiral  of  the 
reasons  for  my  delay  in  obeying  his  orders.  Trusting  to  hear  from 
you  on  the  suljjcct  at  an  early  date> 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny. 

Commander  Wm.  B.  Renshaw, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  Galveston. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Nai*}f,  to  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Madigan,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  caut%on  given  to  the  steamer 
Creole. 

Flagshh*  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  Decrmher  S,  1862. 
Sm:  Yours  of  28tli  ultimo  has  been  received.     T  have  requested 
the  miartermaster  to  caution  the  Creole  against  attempting  to  pass 
the  blockndo. 

Send  the  John  Trucks  to  Pensacola,  when  she  will  be  discharged 
iminediat>ely  and  allowed  to  proceed  home  or  elsewhere  at  the  pleasure 
of  her  captain. 

You  will  make  nie  a  weekly  report  of  the  progress  on  the  vessels 
undergoing  repaii-s  at  Sliip  Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear-Admir(d. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madioan,  Jr., 

Senior  Naval  Officer  Present,  Skip  Island, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  HUehcock,  U.  S. 
Navy,  senior  officer,  Pensacola  Bay,  to  send  the  U.  8.  S.  Winona  into 
the  Mississippi.  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklttj, 
Off  MohUe  Bar,  December  S,  1862. 
Sib:  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farra^t  has  directed  me  to  have  tht 
Winona  sent  into  the  Mississippi  Rirer.     I  have  therefore  to  request 
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you  to  give  Lioutcnant'-Commandor  Wpaver  orders  to  proceed  with 
tlu!  Winona  into  Mississippi  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 
If  ho.  should  want  any  assistance,  I  will  give  him  a  consort  as  farj 
Pass  i\  rOutre. 

Verj'  respectfully, 

II.  II.  Bkix. 

Commodore. 
Captain  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Senior  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Siuquehinna,  Penaaco!a  Bay,  Ffa. 


! 
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Letter  from  Rrar-AdmiraJ  Farra^ut.  I\  iV.  Navy,  to  Conimwhtre  ReU^ 
U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

Flaqship  Hartford, 

New  OrUans,  December  /f.  IS6S. 

Dear  Commodore:  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  keep  up  my  corre- 
spondence with  you,  as  the  letters  and  other  things  that  go  by  her 
appear  to  he  so  uncrrtiiin.  I  was  {;lad  U>  see  that  vou  were  so  prompt 
in  going  to  the  rescue  of  the  blockader,  although  1  do  not  believe  tno 
intention;  still  it  carries  probability  on  its  face  and  looks  as  if  Buc- 
hanan would  try  to  pass  the  Oreto  out  in  that  wav.  I  see  by  the  papers 
that  the  Montgomenj  antl  Jilanche  affair  w  in  a  fair  way  of  settlement. 
It  also  says  that  the  Montgomery  ha-s  captured  the  Cnlifornut,  out  of 
Mobile,  w-iiich  I  pre-sume  is  the  Varoline.  There  is  also  talk  of  nego- 
tiations; also  that  they  have  had  a  battle  at  Fredericksburg  and  ^ 
Lee  defeated.     All  rumors  through  Secessia.  H 

The  mail  urrivetl  yestenlay,  but  brought  mc  no  news  exc4>pt  the  ^1 
pletisant  information  that  Hitchcock  is  pnimol-ed  t^>  comniodoif,  and 
VVilJiam  Smith  Is  coming  out  to  have  charge  of  the  yani  at  Pensacola. 
I  see  also  that  they  are  by  ones  and  twos  taking  away  my  best  olficers 
from  mo.  Febiger  and  Fairfax  are  said  to  be  ordere<l  home.  If  it 
is  for  their  advantnge  and  that  of  the  country  I  have  nothing  to  say, 
but  if  to  gratify  some  other  person's  eaprice  I  do  complain.  Mrs. 
F.  is  still  in  TIiLstings,  but  making  arrangements  t<>  spend  the  winter 
in  New  York;  has  not  seen  Mrs.  Bell  lately:  gives  me  no  news,  and 
the  papers  are  ban-en.  The  army  has  changed  its  position  to  the 
Kappaiiannock  instead  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  rumor  here  may  have 
some  truth  in  it  that  there  has  been  a  fight  there.  If  the  Awalross 
comes  in  to  coal,  send  her  and  the  Winona  into  the  [Mississippi]  Uiver 
to  report  to  me  or  tlie  conunanding  oflicer.  She  will  do  well  in  the 
river;  her  men  are  not  exposed,  and  she  is  fast.  The  Winrtna,  I 
think,  will  not  leak  badly  here. 

7th.^Winonn  arrived  last  evening  and  is  going  up  the  river  to-day. 
She  only  leaked  6  inches  coming  round,  and  thev  think  the  mud 
will  soon  make  her  all  right.  I  saw  b\*  a  letter  from  Fox  to  Gen- 
eral Butler  that  they  intend  to  send  the  ironclads  doH'n  here  in  the 
course  of  the  winter,  but  if  they  will  give  me  1.000  or  l.SOO  nien  I 
will  take  it  with  our  ships  easily  entJUgh,  I  tliiiik;  and  now  is  the  nro- 
pitious  t  ime  to  do  it.  Would  that  T  wa-s  not  hampered  by  this  wkn  of 
theirs  that  I  should  not  risk  the  ships.  They  appear  l-o  Ke  anxious  for 
us  t^)  keep  the  river  open  up  to  Red  Uiver.  Port  ilud.son  is  reported 
stronger  thau  Vicksburg.    So  soon  as  I  get  my  mail  I  will  take  a  look 
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at  it.  I  have  written  to  the  bureau  to  sond  us  more  coal  and  voesela, 
not  to  exceed  400  tons,  and  some  of  light  draft  for  tittlvt\ston,  etc. 
You  must  have  at  least  two  months'  coal  at  Pensacola  and  Ship  Island. 
I  can  send  it  from  here  if  it  should  be  required,  but  I  think  more  will 
arrive  before  it  is  needed.  I  am  trying  to  get  off  a  coal  vessel  to  CafH 
tttin  Reushaw,  for  unless  the  Tennessee  gave  Iiim  some  coal  they  must 
1h'  hurd  nm.  S*ime  troops  will  embark  to-day  for  (Jalveston.  I  have 
an  excellent  pilot  for  Mobile.  You  can  take  him  tuui  use  him  to  the 
iH'st  advantage,     lie  is  a  Mr.  Freeman. 

1  blotted  my  paiier  uiul  had  to  cut  off  the  half  sheet,  so  excuse  the 
informality  of  the  letter.  I  only  wish  to  keep  you  informed  of  all  that 
is  going  on  (which  don't  amount  to  much),  but  1  expect  to  hear  some- 
thing bv  the  mail.  1  think  Captain  Jenkins  hiLS  force  enough  without 
you  toltccp  tlie  blockade,  ana  I  would  therefore  take  a  rest  except 
when  you  think  it  necessary  to  be  present.  If  I  have  occasion  to 
strike  either  way,  1  will  let  you  know  by  the  indications  of  Butler's 
letter.  It  will  be  finest  in  tlie  river.  Ail  depends  uj)on  getting  the 
soldiers  f4>r  Mobile.  Tliey  nuist  be  nearly  ready  for  Charleston,  and 
I         then,  I  suppose,  they  will  come  along  down  the  coast.     Six  are  ready. 

■  I  shall  direct  ilit<^licock  to  send  an  ofliecr  witli  the  mail  in  the  Sykes 

■  all  the  time. 

■  Very  truly,  yours, 

B  ~        *  D.  G.  Farraout, 

H  liear-Admiral. 

H        Commodore  H.  H.  Bf.li., 
J^  Commanding  (/.  S.  Ftrrces  off  Mohile^  etc. 

I     Or 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Cmfimander  Emmons,  C.  S. 
Navy,  c<*mmand\ng  U.  S.  S.  n.  R.  Ouyler,  off  Mohih  Bay. 


I 


U.  S.  Stkam  Su)op  Btukiki.vn. 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  Deremher  .5,  IS62. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  CT/y/rr  t<»  Pensacola 
navy  yard  and  fill  with  coal,  and  take  on  board  threi*  months'  suppUe.s 
of  pixivisions,  oikI  return  to  the  blockade  at  this  place  with  dispatcn. 
Very   resixiclfully, 

n.  H.  Bell. 
Commodore^  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Commander  Gkoihje  F.  GMMONft, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyhr,  off  MobUf  Bay. 


I 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  S.  Nairy,  regarding  the  bursting 
of  ahfJls,  sujyposed  to  be  caused  by  defective  fu^s. 

Flaoship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  December  5,  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  made  every  enquiry  respecting  the  breaking  of  the 
guns  on  the  Essex  and  can  ascertain  nothing  new.     The  guns  broke 
off  aiui  did  not  bui-st. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  another  fact.     We  have  had  several 
men  killed  ana  wounded  by  the  premature  bursting  of  24-pounder 
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howitzer  shells,  Lieut-enant^ommander  Buchanfln  reports  to  me 
that  there  is  either  a  great  defect  in  the  shells  themselves  or  in  the 
fuzes.  He  is  disposed  to  think  that  much  was  due  to  the  fuzes,  as  in 
blowing  a  log  to  pieces  with  a  20-soc(md  fuze,  the  men  had  their 
clothes  humed  by  the  explosion  before  they  could  get  away.  In  fir- 
ing a  24-iM>under  howitzer  from  a  vessel  whidi  was  astern  of  another, 
the  shell  uurst  preraaturelj*  and  one  of  the  fragments  struck  a  man  on 
the  advane^  vessel  in  the  hack,  killing  him  instantly. 

On  board  another  veHst^l,  in  firing  over  tht^  deck,  t!ic  shell  burst  as 
soon  as  ii,  l(*ft  the  inu/.zle  of  tlic  gun,  killing  and  wounding  two  or 
three  men  on  the  forward  part  of  the  fleck.  I  mention  these  facts 
in  order  that  the  Bureau  may  be  able  to  find  out  and  correct  the 
defects,  as  the  effet^ts  are  most  demoralizing.  I  beUeve  it  was  the 
Bormann  fuze  that  was  use<l  altogether,  and  I  aj>prehend  tlmt  the 
defect  might  have  l>een  in  their  construction. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  sor\'ant, 

D.  G.  Fabragut. 

Hear-Admiral. 

Captain  John  A.  Oahixjren, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hoofer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naual  forces 
Sabine  Pass,  regarding  expected  attack  of  Confederates. 

U.  S.  ScHOONEK  Rachel  Seaman, 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  December  ft,  1SG2. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  received  positive  infoi^ 
raation  that  the  vessels  under  my  command  are  to  be  attacked  imme- 
diately by  a  strong  rebel  foix^e,  conwisting  of  three  steamei-s,  aided  by 
alana  force  with  two  hc*avy  guns.  1  received  tlic  above  information 
thw  morning  from  a  Mr.  McGuffe,  a  resident  of  Sabine  [City],  and  who 
has  always  remained  a  devoted  l^nion  man,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  place 
the  ulinout  reliance  on  what  he  says.  He  also  i-eceived  information 
that  he,  with  any  other  Union  men  now  in  Sabine  [City],  were  to  be 
arretted  when  the  tniops  came  d(^>wn-  The  meditated  attack  Ls  l>cing 
made  by  order  of  General  Magruder,  wlio  says  that  "  Sabine  Pass  ana 
the  Rio  Grande  are  to  he  kept  open  at  nil  linxards."  Since  my  arrival 
here,  I  have  sent  off  several  prizes,  which  ha.s  materially  weakened 
my  crew.  1  now  have  only  20  men  to  man  the  battery  of  this  vessel, 
viz.  two  long  32-pounders  and  one  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle.  I  need 
at  least  20  men  more  to  man  the  guns.  As  I  am  now  situated,  I  do 
not  feel  that  T  could  make  a. successful  defense,  and  I  therefore  respect- 
fully apply  for  reinforcements. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QufNCY    A.  IIOOPEU, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S,  Navy,  Commanding  Forces  at  Sabiiie  Pass. 

CouMASuisa  Officer  U.  S.  Kaval  F(ircbb, 

Galveston,  Tex. 


WEST  GULF   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


393 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  FarrapU^  U.  S,  Na/mt,  to  Commander  Fairfax, 
U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  reittri4Ui^n  of  x^essels  iciih  cargoes. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  Dertmber  0,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  communication  of  3d  instant  has  been  received.  You 
will  be  ^ui<led  respectine  river  steaniera  bv  Captain  M.  Smitli's  order 
to  Lieutenunt-C-oniniandfr  Hansom,  daUMi  October  K),  18t>2,  but  will 
allow  on  no  consideration  whatever  vessels  with  cargo  in  to  pass 
Donaldsonville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraqitt. 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  D.  M.  Fairfax, 

CwnnMiuiiitg  U.  S.  S,  Cayuga,  Misftis^ippi  River. 


Expedition  for  the  capture  of  (he  ^camera  Southern  Merchant  and 
Naniopr,  Deeemher  6-9,  i86S. 

B*|Hirt  of  Li«at«tiaiit-Command«r  BoctiKnui.  D.  t.  Vatjt,  eommanding  V.  S.  8.  Oalhonn* 

IT.  S.  GUVBOAT  Cauioun, 
Off  Brasfiear  City.  December  H>,  iS62. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started  an  expedition  from 
this  place  on  the  Gth  instant,  the  U.  S.  ^mboat  Diana,  under  command 
of  Acting  Master  Goodwin,  to  capture  some  steamboats,  wliich  I  had 
inforniutioii  wi're  cnrr^'ing  sugar  acnw^s  fnun  Luke  Faussc  Point  to 
Chi(M>t  PiusH  iitid  thence  to  Vicksburf;.  The  Diana  lind  with  her  a 
launch  whicii  I  raptured  stmie  time  befl»^^  with  a  l2-j>oinider  how- 
itzer and  10  men  from  this  vessel.  The  Diana  returned  this  morning 
at  8  o'cUwk  with  two  steamers,  scow  built,  and  one  lighter,  drawing 
about  IS  inches  water.  Their  names  are  Southern  Merchant  and 
Naniope.  They  are  all  loaded  with  su^ar  and  molasses;  the  anwtunt 
I  am  yet  unable  to  st^te  correctly,  as  we  have  not  yet  nnished  uidoa<l- 
ing,  but  I  shoidil  guess  there  are  200  hogsheads  of  sugar  and  50  barrels 
moliuises. 

I  have  sent  the  IHana  to-night,  with  the  Southern  Mfrchant,  to 
Indian  Rend,  with  UJfl  soldiers  from  the  Twenty-first  Indiana  Regi- 
ment, for  the  purpose  l^f  capturing  the  Confederate  pickets  stationed 
there. 

To-morrow  evening  1  shall  start  another  exi>edttion  to  CJhicot 
ABB,  to  capture  two  steamboats  that  I  have  information  of  are  coming 
from  Vicksburg.  Yesterday  the  EstreUa  went  up  tlie  Atchafalaya 
for  the  purpose  of  ohtaining  beef  cattle.  While  hutc^Iiering  the  cat- 
tle, four  sadors  and  one  soldier  obtained  horses  and  started  up  the 
road  for  u  ride.  They  were  captured  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  Tliis 
evening  ihey  were  returned  unuer  a  flog  of  truce  as  paroled  prisoners 
of  war  for  exchange. 

I  also  report4'(3  that  I  have  seized  the  schooner  Orion,  of  about  10 
tons,  belonging  to  Captain  Kerr,  on  General  Mouton's  staff.  One  of 
the  sailors  captured  by  the  enemy  belongs  to  the  Pemacola, 
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The  success  of  tlie  pxpcdition  Ls  entirely  due  to  the  energy  of  Cap- 
tain Goodwin. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  McK.  Bcchaptam, 

lAtutenanirVomma'ndcr,  ^ 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoijt, 

Commanding  Westtrn  OufJ  Riockading  Squadron. 


Sztraot  from  diary  of  ABtUtant  Eo^naer  Baird.  V.  8.  Havy. 

December  9 — [IT.  S.  S.  Dinna],  A  master's  matp  namrd  [Henry  B.J 
Francis  and  myself,  with  some  men  who  came  from  the  Mijtsissippi 
and  (*iilh(mu,  went  in  two  boats  up  to  the  neighborhood  of  a  rebel 
fort  callod  Bwtttvii-la-Kose,  where  a  st<»anu'r  (prize)  was  repi>rt.ed, 
and  wait.ed  lier  return.  We  had  intorrojjatetl  the  nej^oes,  wlio  ^ave 
us  all  the  infomiation  we  wanted.  The  current  was  .swift,  the  SoutJi- 
ern  Merchant  came  swiftly  down,  and  as  soon  a.s  she  got  fairly  roimd 
the  point,  we  ran  alongside.  Everyone  juiui>ed  on  hoard  eavo  one 
keeper  in  each  l>oat.  Francia  went  to  the  wheel,  armed.  1  went  to 
the  engine,  put  my  hand  on  the  throttle,  and  said,  "Jerry  Grilfin,  I'll 
take  charge  for  the  present,"  for  I  had  learned  his  name  from  the  con- 
traband. Jerry  said  he  was  ghul  t*.)  set?  me,  *' old  foilow,"  knew  my 
face  well,  but  could  not  call  my  name. 

I  did  not  return  on  boanl  tlie  Diana,  but  Jerry  and  I  stood  watch 
and  watch  until  wc  reached  Berwick  Hay  on  the  10th  of  December. 
On  the  way  down  the  Atchafalaya,  and  before  we  reached  Grand 
Lake,  we  caught  the  Naniope. 

The  Merchant  had  on  board  56  hogsheads  of  sugar,  4  ot  molasses, 
and  a  few  bales  of  cotton.  She  had  about  a  dozen  shotguns,  of  which 
I  selected  one.     The  Xaniope  was  nearly  a.<*  heavily  laden. 

Captain  Sanders  commanded  tlie  Afcnhant.  Tie  was  a  Malno 
Yankee  by  birth,  and  by  no  means  a  reb;  was  yet  not  u  pronounced 
Union  man.     Captain  Decour  commanded  the  Naniope. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Law,  U.  S.  Xavfj,  regarding  Confed- 
erate veftseU  reported  to  he  in  the  Sahinr  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Clittow, 
At  Sea,  Decnnher  7,  1868. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  Sabine  [Pass]  and 
found  much  uneasiness  on  board  the  Rachel  Seaman,  in  cctnsenuence  of 
reports  of  the  movements  of  the  rebels.  From  sources  to  be  ivlied 
upon  I  learned  that  the  following-named  steamers  are  in  the  Sabine 
and  waters  leading  int^  that  river:  TheJosiah  lieU,  iitted  la-^t  summer 
to  carry  cntton  t^)  foreign  ports,  and  lately  much  strengthened;  she 
has  two  r>4-p(>under  guns,  said  to  be  rifled.  The  Uncle  Ben,  a  good, 
strong  boat,  and  lately  strengthened,  one  64-pounder.  The  Florida, 
two  32-pounders.  The  Roebuck,  Hinfs,  and  Sunflower,  good  boats, 
and  easy,  made  to  carry  a  battery;  have  no  guns  on  board  up  to  latest 
reports.  A  three-masted  schooner  with  an  Xl-inch  mortar.  All 
these  guTia  were  brought  from  about  Red  River,  and  were  supposed 
to  be  obtained  by  the  influence  of  the  rebel  Major-Genera!  Magruder. 
The  steamers  are  protected  by  cotton  bales.    Besides  the  vessels 
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namod,  thpro  arc  several  srhoonora,  ffoocl  ant!  bad.  Tlie  attaok  upon 
the  Sfamnn  by  three  steamers  and  tne  three-masted  schooners  was  to 
be  seconded  by  a  land  force  of  about  500  men  with  light  fieldpieces. 
In  eonsideration  of  the  force,  the  inipoasihility  of  the  Searnanft  being 
able  to  cross  the  bar  witlioul  a  steamer,  and  oniy  tlien  wlieti  tlie  tide 
is  full,  the  very  narrow  waters  she  has  for  niovrnj;,  the  serious  effect 
of  her  loss,  and  that  thr  Iilockade  would  hp  almost  a.s  effective  ouUido 
as  in,  I  resolved  and  did  move  the  Seamnu  over  tlie  bar.  I  nmch 
resetted  doing  so,  but  there  seemed  no  other  means  at  my  command 
for  taking  a  different  course.  I  have  dir*?rt.e<l  the  conunanding  officer 
off  the  Sabine  to  send  in  daily  and  keep  a  good  lookout  for  the  erection 
of  batteries.  From  all  I  have  heard  the  port  of  Sabine  [City],  as  a 
point  verv  useful  to  the  rebels,  is  too  mucli  underrated  by  us.  Within 
six  monllis  more  than  I^O  tons  of  powder  have  lieen  received  at 
Sabine,  and  large  quantltie^j  of  other  war  .•<tt>res.  Muior-CJeneral 
Magrudcr  ('<msiders,  ur  effectj*  to  consider,  Sabine  and  the  Kio  Grande 
as  Uie  im|Htrlant  [Kiints.  .saying  that  only  light  vessels  can  cross  the 
bar  and  attack  the  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant^ 

H.  L.  Law, 
Lirutenant-Commander. 
Commander  W.  B.  Kknshaw, 

Comfiuniding  Te^as  Blockade. 


OrdfT  of  Flag-O^cer  Farraguiy  V .  S.  Nainf,  to  Commander  FairfaXf 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  force  required  in  the  Mississippi  River. 


^^H  FLAOsnir  Hartford, 

^^  Off  New  OrUnus,  December  7.  ISG^. 

I  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 

I       yesterday,  in  which  you  speak  of  the  necessity  of  more  vessels  on  the 
I       river. 
I  I  can  not  underetand  why  a  gunboat  at  Plaquemine  will  not  be  all- 

■  sufficient  after  the  Eaurx  is  up  at  Baton  Kouge,  where  she  will  be  as 
I       soon  as  she  can  coal  and  got  up  there. 

■  The  Itasca  will  also  be  kept  up  the  river,  and  I  shall  require  one 
gunboat  to  be  iip  at  Baton  Rouge  with  the  Essex;  and  for  them  to  be 
between  Port  Iiudson  and  Baton  Rouge  all  the  time. 

One  gimboat  at  Plaquemine  and  two  gunboats  at  Donald.Honville, 
the  latte^r  changing  occasionallj'  with  the  one  at  Plaqiiemine  and  the 
one  at  Baton  Rouge. 

This  seems  to  me  all  the  foi-ce  that  is  required  on  the  river  at  present. 
Wliilo  the  Eaxer  lies  at  Bntitn  Rouge,  or  above  it,  1  sec  no  prospect  of 
the  enemv's  attempting  to  c*)me  down  the  river  to  attack  Donaldsou- 
ville,  anff  if  tlioy  cross  above  to  come  down  by  land,  you  will  have 
aniple  notice  of  It.  With  two  gunboats  at  Plaquemine  one  would  be 
sufucient  at  Donaldsonville. 

Very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  D.  M.  Fairfax, 

Uai/uga. 
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Expedition  in  search  of  Confetiemt^  achoontr  from  Corpus  (ThrigH, 

December  7,  186ii. 

B«port  of  Acting  Hutar  Johniou,  JJ.  B.  Htrj,  eommuiiUig  U.  8.  I.  lMh«m. 

U.  S.  S.  Sacheu. 

AroTims  Bay,  Tex.,  Decembers,  1862. 

Sir:  T  beg  leave  to  make  the  foUowins  report: 

T  caused  to  bo  captured  on  the  niglitiu  thefJtb  iiintant,  about  U  p.  m., 
a  small  schooner  and  sUtop  h)ade<l  with  sail,  about  400  bunheLs,  and 
tlu-ee  men  belonging  to  Corpus  Cluisti.  I  learned  from  thniii  at  once 
of  an  armed  Confederate  wJlioonfr  having  left  Corpus  Christi  for  the 
pass,  ftjr  the  alleged  pur|>ose  of  sounding;  tne  channel.  I  at  oncp  went 
on  l)oard  of  IT.  S.  bark  Arthur  and  reported  the  same  to  her  com- 
manding ollici'r,Lioutcnant  T.  F.  Wade.  Itwaa  thouofht  best  tosend 
an  expedition  to  caplui-e  her,  the  Arih\tr  to  proceed  in  advance  to 
Corpus  Christi  Pass,  while  a  boat  expedition  from  the  Sachem  pro- 
ceeaed  by  way  of  Corpus  Christi  Bay.  The  Arthur  accordingly*  got 
underway  at  3  a.  m.  and  boats  from  tfiis  vessel  at  6  a.  rn.,  con.sistuig  of 
1 S  men  and  two  boats,  in  charge  of  Mr.  A.  H.  KejTiolds,  acting  ensign, 
and  (i.  C.  Dolliver,  master's  mate. 

After  proceediiif;  about  2S  miles,  a  scliooner  hove  in  sight,  standing 
toward  Cori>us  Christi.  She  at  once  (dianged  her  course  and  stood 
direct  for  Corpus  Christi  Pass,  Mr,  Reynohls  ami  the  expedition  chas- 
ing lier,  and  tnen  about  5  miles  astern.  The  chase  was  continued  for 
S  miles,  and  at  1 1  a.  m.,  when  within  about  150  yards  of  the  Pass,  and 
then  under  a  liigli  blulfof  land  called  Padre  Island,  being  hard  pressed 
by  the  boats,  she  was  run  a.sfiore,  offieejs  and  wildiers  abandoning  her. 
and  took  refuge  behind  said  hills.  As  soon  as  our  lK)at.s  rounded  the 
point  of  land,  they  were  attacked  by  volleys  of  musketry  from  behind 
those  hills,  woimoing  Mr.  HexTiolds  badiv,  and  killing  2  of  the  Sach- 
em's crew  and  wounding  2  more;  also  killing  a  man,  a  refugee  from 
Corpus  Christi,  whom  I  asked  as  a  favor  to  join  the  expedition. 

Bir.  Reynolds's  party  being  within  .10  yards  of  the  enemy,  was  com- 
pelled to  land  his  men  opposite,  on  Mustang  Island,  where  he  could 
choose  his  distance,  and  tnere  fought  the  enemy  for  one  hour  and  a 
half,  defendinfr  his  boats.  Keceiving  anotlier  wound  in  the  mean- 
time, and  finding  ail  hopes  of  assistance  from  tlie  bark  impassible,  he 
was  compelled  to  abandon  liis  boats,  brinc^ing  his  wounded  off  with 
him,  and  making  his  retreat  to  this  vessel  by  land  to  tliis  bay,  a  dis- 
tance of  30  miles,  ami  arriving  on  board  at  12.  midnight. 

I  at  once  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  .Ir/imr  for  her  doctor,  who  came  io 
and  cared  for  the  wounded.  Mr.  Reynolds  is  badly  wounded.  I  man 
severely,  and  I  slightly.  It  was  as(>ertained  that  the  rebels  had  con- 
siderable forces  onPaare  Island,  besides  the  forces  on  the  schooner.  I 
can  not  sav  too  much  in  favor  of  Mr.  Reynolds  in  so  al)ly  conducting 
this  expedition  against  such  odds  as  were  brought  against  him.  and  as 
a  brave  and  very  efficient  officer.  And  Mr.  Reynolds  cuinpliinents  Mr. 
Dolliver  to  me  for  rendering  him  very  eflicient  service  during  the 
whole  engagement,  but  especially  after  Mr.  Reynolds  liaving  received 
the  last  but  most  severe  wound,  which  I  most  cheerfidly  recommend 
for  rour  consideration. 

'I'he  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  are:  Mr.  A.  H.  Reynolds, 
acting  ensign,  two  wounds  in  right  side,  badly;  Thotnas  Mollman,  in 
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rurht  arm,  slightly;  John  Carey,  landsman,  in  hrrast,  etc.,  severely; 
WillianiXichol.'wm.Ianclsman.killcd.shnt  through  the  head;  Benjaram 
F.  Cowen,  landsman,  killed,  shot  tfiroufjh  the  oroast;  Peter  Baxter, 
a  rofuffoo  from  Corpus  ('hriati,  and  a  native  of  the  city  of  Perth,  Scot- 
land, killed. 

Very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

AJios  Johnson, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  PARRAOirr, 

CommaTuiin^  Western  G-ulj  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  wish  to  state,  also,  that  all  the  arm.s  wero  saved,  excepting 
those  of  the  killwl  and  those  belonging  to  John  Carey,  severely 
wounded. 


S«iwrt  of  Cftptftia  Wiltke.  C.  8.  Army. 

CoKpra  CiiRisTi.  Tex..  Decembers,  186$, 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  on  the  5th  instant  myself. 
Captain  John  Ireland,  and  7  of  his  men  went  on  a  surveying  expedi- 
ti<m  in  the  Queen  of  the  Bay,  to  ascertain  the  deplli  of  tlie  ohannel  at 
Corpus  Chrisli  Pa.i.s  l>y  uctnal  ineasureinent.  The  boat  was  in  cliurge 
of  Jack  Sands.  Pat.  Iteil.  and  Tom  Simpson.  Cori)U9  Cliristi  Pass  is 
about  5  miles  long,  and  Iijimh  bur  out-side  of  the  Gulf  and  another  inside 
one  toward  the  bay.  We  found  5^  feet  water  on  the  former  and  3i 
feet  on  the  Utter.  The  wind  was  very  contrary,  and  it  took  us  one 
day  and  a  lialf  to  ascertain  these  facts,  when  we  were  compelled  to 
cast  anchor  and  stay  over  night  in  the  middle  of  the  clmimel,  the  wind 
being  due  north  and  the  elianne!  too  narrow  to  !>cat. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  detected  the  bark  ^rM«r  outside,  evi- 
dently cruising  for  us.  for  when  the^'  had  delected  us  they  stood  off 
into  sea  to  beat  back  to  Aransas  Pass.  Captain  Ireland  and  myself 
went  to  Mustang  Island  to  watch  her,  but  arrived  [too]  late  at  the 
Gulf  shore  to  find  out  if  she  had  left  any  boat  behind.  We  watched 
her  until  11  o'clock,  when  the  wind  turned  toward  tlic  east,  and  we 
returned  to  the  boat  to  weigh  anclior. 

At  12  o'clock  we  started  homeward.  \Vhen  near  the  inner  bar  we 
detected  two  of  the  encmv's  launches  fidly  manned,  who  had  come 
into  our  rear  over  the  mud  fiats  near  Shell  Bank.  They  were  about 
2  miles  from  u.s,  and  we  could  not  fmd  out  if  there  were  any  more  hid- 
den beliind  the  shore,  so  I  gave  orders  to  turn  our  boat  around  and  run 
nearly  before  the  win<l  back  toward  the  Gulf.  The  l>oats  were  in  hot 
pursuit,  using  both  sails  and  oars,  and  gained  slightly  on  us,  so  that 
thev  were  a  little  over  a  mile  beliind  us  wnen  we  arrivecl  at  the  bluffs  of 
Padre  Island.  We  ran  the  Qtuen  ashore  close  to  the  hills,  jumped  out 
with  the  most  neeessurv"  baggage  in  case  we  should  lose  the  boat,  and 
took  position  on  the  liifls.  keepmg  ourselves  hid.  They  came  in  close, 
and  at  aljout  '200  yards  we  opened  fire  on  them.  Tiie  first  two  shots 
disabled  '2  of  their  men.  ana  thev  at  once  changed  their  cx>urse  and 
took  iwsition  in  the  center  of  the  Pass,  all  the  while  shooting  at  us,  but 
without  anv  effect,  wliile  our  balls  wei-e  ttjnng  close  to  their  boats,  prob- 
ablv  wounding  some  of  them,  for  thej'  at  once  went  across  the  channel 
to  Slustang  Island,  ran  lx)th  boats  asliore,  ami  jumped  out  as  fast  as 
they  could,  leaving  everything  in  their  boats  except  their  guns,  which 
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were  not  fastoned  to  thoir  bwlips.  and  ran  farthor  up  the  bewh,  taking 
position  about  1,000  yards  opposite  to  us.  Kroin  there  they  tired  oc- 
casionally on  us.  Init  tlieir  shot  fell  short,  wiiile  one  of  our  men  at  that 
distance  Killed  one  uf  theirs.  When  tliey  saw  that  even  at  that  dis- 
taiiee  thcv  wci'c  rmt  safe  (ii^uiiist  our  .sht»t.  t  hey  n^ticeil  still  farther  and 
disappeared  behind  the  hifis.  Durinj;  the  time  the  breeze  had  In^eome 
stronger  iinddriviMi  thrirliouU  from  sliure.  One  came  right  toward  us, 
and  Captain  Ireland,  with  2  men.  went  waist  deep  into  water,  seeurinj;; 
her.  He  found  one  dead  IhkIv  and  a  wounded  man  in  it,  besides  a 
good  many  articles  of  clothing  and  arms.  The  ol-her  boat,  whose  sail 
was  still  ftying,  drifted  towaitl  the  Gulf,  and  Jack  San<ls  toitk  a  small 
boat,  went  «)ver,  aiwl  took  her  also.  Captain  Irelaiul  then  succeeded 
in  shoving  the  Queen  into  deep  water,  and  after  securing  the  corpse  of 
the  nmn  who  lay  shcjt  on  Mustang  Island  wo  soon  afterwards  made  good 
our  retretil  toward  Corpus  Chrlsti,  where  we  safely  landed  about  9 
o'clock  in  the  evening  with  our  whole  booty- 

I  must  menticm  here  the  bravery  of  all  t!ie  men.  Captain  Irt^tand's 
men  wen>  selected  from  the  bejit  sh<»ts  of  his  comjjany,  and  I  take  pride 
in  mentioning  their  names,  for  they  did  really  such  very  good  execu- 
tion. They  werp  W.  E.  Goodrich.  W.  Saffold,  F.  G.  Roberts,  S.  N. 
Elliott,  John  Ncill,  John  Haley,  and  Nat  Hen<lerson,  all  from  or  near 
Seguin.  About  Captain  Treland  T  need  not  nienti*>n  anything  U>  you, 
for  he  behav<N<l  exactly  as  you  wtjuld  have  a  brave  man  to  behave. 
We  were  7  arnuul  men  against  their  22,  for  Captain  Treland  and  m^'splf 
had  <mly  six-shooters  and  the  three  boatmen  had  nothing.  The  latter 
did  their  part  in  shouting  and  urging  on  <mr  men. 

We  took  2  launches  (one  metallic)  with  full  oquiprapnts  in  sail 
and  oars,  6|(reatcoaUs,  4  percus.sitm  nmsketj^,  I  doidjle-barrel  shotjrun, 
3  holster  pistols,  4  cutlasses,  1  bayonet,  3  cartridges  Ixixes,  3  pistol 
cases,  and  sundr\'  small  articles,  wuich  I  had  turned  over  to  the  quar- 
termaster and  ordnance  oHicer.  Three  of  the  greatcoats  were  issued 
by  my  order  to  the  3  sailors,  2  of  whom  have,  since  they  are  in  the 
service,  received  neither  pay  nor  clothing  and  scarcely  any  rations, 
for  the}'  belong  to  no  company,  and  nobody  has  ever  drawn  for  them. 
I  believe  I  i-aii  direct  the  quartermaster  to  issue  to  them  rations  and 
pay  them  their  wages,  and  let  some  of  the  captains  draw  iheir  clothing 
lor  them.  They  are  good  sailors,  and  I  wish  to  retain  thorn  in  that 
branch  for  our  boats.  Have  I  a  right  to  do  tliat,  or  must  they  join  a 
company?  I  would  request  you  to  send  me  an  answer  to  that 
question. 

I  remaiu;  very  respectfully,  your  must  obedient, 

H.  WlLLKE. 

Captain,  Oommandiiuf  PwtL 
Major  E.  E.  Okay. 

Aditiff  AasUtatii  Adjutanf-lhuenil. 


Report  of  Rear'Admiral  Farrfigui,  U .  S.  Navy,  referrinp  to  correspond- 
ence  forvHirdtd  to  tfm  Department  regarding  trade  unth  Texat. 

No.  268.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans.  December  0,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communicHtion  of 
^October  13,  relative  to  the  trade  with  Texas.  "  In  reply  I  respectfully 
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refer  you  tfl  my  dispatch  No.  214,*  and  the  corrospondenco  therewith 
enclosed,  also  lo  the  latter  part  of  my  disputch  No.  235.* 
Very  re»po<.*lfiiIly.  your  obedient  t^Tvant, 

D.  G.  FARBAOtT. 

I{car-Adinirai. 
Hon.  Gir>KON  Wkuuks, 

iSccreUtnj  oj  the  Navy,  Wa-ahiniftoii. 


Repttrt  oj  Ri-ar'Admiral  Fnmufut,  V .  S.  Nam/,  relative  to  the  raising  oj 

tit£  V\  S.  S.  Varmui. 

Flaciship  ITARTTonn, 
New  Orleans,  December  9,  I86ii. 
Silt:  Your  conimunicutions  of  October  17,  20,  24,  and  November 
0  IiHvr  been  roicivcd. 

In  rtM»!y  to  liiiil  of  Otober  24,  I  have -to  state  that  upon  my  arrival 
bi're  1  found  that  General  Buth'r  iiad  autliorized  partuvs  to  raise  the 
Varuna,  deoendent  uj>on  the  will  of  the  Navy  Denart  ntent  as  to  what 
should  be  allowed  thorn  for  the  work  if  successful.  As  yet.  iiowever, 
they  have  not  siice<*eiled.  hut  bofjc  to  do  so  in  a  short  time.  The 
contrtictoi's  U>  whom  you  refer  have  never  ma<le  their  appearance 
unlets  they  liavo  made  some  ap'eement  with  A.  J.  Butler  &  Co.,  who 
are  now  apparently  Joinj^  the  work. 

Re^speclfully.  yom*  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAnRAOtT. 

liear-Adviiral. 

JOUN    LkNTIIALL,  Esij.. 

Chief  oj  Bureau,  oj  Cotuitnuiion,  Navy  DtpartmriU,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admital  Farragat,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  to  the  (■ollectnr  of 
Cvfifom^,  Nno  Orleans,  regarding  the  openttlona  oj  speculators  tradiTig 
uyith  Malamoras. 

Flaosiiip  Habtfohii, 
New  Orleans,  December  10,  18G2. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  uiform  you  that  Lieutenant-Commander  liead,  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Ne\f>  London,  reported  to  me  some  <lays  since  that  he 
found  a  s<^^hooner  loading  at  the  Basin  on  Lake  Pontcliarlrain  for 
Matamoras,  and  be  received  information  that  she  was  to  nm  the  block- 
ade. Ol  l.hi.'^,  I  have  very  little  doubl,  as  tluHcIn.ssof  vessels  attempt  it 
very  fre<pientlv.  ami  im  dduht  .sfunetiiiies  surre<Ml.  I  direet^nl  him 
to  Keep  a  jjckkI  lookout-  for  her,  and  wlicn  .she  was  ready  for  sea  to 
examine  her  verv  strictly,  and  if  he  discovered  anytliiug  wronj;  in  her 
papers  Xaa  seize  her  tbe  moment  she  entered  the  lake,  hut  if  all  her 
pai>ers  were  right,  to  let  her  pa-ss,  and  I  would  have  uther  lookouts 
lor  her.  He  refmrted  the  papers  all  ri^'ht  and  she  sailed.  He  now 
informs  ine  ttiat  he  has  jtoihI  information  that  she  ran  tluwn  Lowuid 
Fort  Pike,  clianjie<I  her  course,  and  made  for  Pontchatoula.  the  well- 
known  dejwt  of  the  Conlederatea,  carryine  a  cargo  of  just  such  articles 
a-s  are  most  required  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  array,  viz,  salt,  blankets, 
shoes,  etc. 


*  Sec  pp.  330,  201 -205. 
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Now,  air,  then'  irnist  b(»  a  jrrpa*'  difTpronrii  in  our  nndorst-aniiing  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Uovorninent  on  this  suhjoct  of  ciisin'^Kiu^  tlie  t*upmyJ 
I  fot'l  it  my  duty  to  hrmk  up  the  salt  works  all  ahing  the  coast,  imtf 
have  vessels  emploved  for  tlmt  purpose  from  hero  to  St.  Andrew  a 
Bay  niul  down  to  NialuL'orda,  antl  with  p;reat  suceess.  1  do  ttll  I  c»n^ 
to  prevent  the  eneiny  irom  refcivinj;  8Uppliea  of  any  kind,  even  via 
Matamoros,  and  capture  all  vessels  off  the  coast  of  Texas  bound  to 
that  port  \Nith  salt  ami  other  urticU's  contraband  of  war;  and.  in  a.J 
word,  harass  the  enemy  in  cverv  wa^'  T  can,  while  I  fin<I  the  ousU»m* 
houses  in  the  United  States  clearing  vessels  daily  for  Malaiuonuf, 
thirtv-ono  having  been  cleared  at  last  advices  from  New  York.  Thiaj 
I  befieve  to  be  the  work  of  the  enemy  through  the  medium  of  meni 
whoso  tliirat  for  gain  far  outstrips  their  patriotism;  for  such  1  have^ 
uo  consideration,  and  I  now  give  them  fair  warning  through  you;  and 
I  will  inform  tlie  Government  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  break 
up  this  unrighteous  trafBc  by  fraudulent  clearances  with  the  ciieniy's 

f)orts.  1  say  fraudulent  clearances,  because  I  have  every  reason  to 
>elievc  that  the  shippers  intend  their  cargoes  fur  iIh^  enemy,  and  will, 
therefore,  land  them  through  the  first  unblocka<led  port,  they  may 
chance  to  find.  It  is  to  these  unscrupulous  speculators  that  I  call 
your  attention,  and  I  trust  and  believe  that  you  will  give  me  your 
assistance  by  ceasing  to  clear  for  Matamoras  via  the  lake  and  h^^^ 
notifjnng  rae  of  any  suspicious  vessel  that  may  be  clearing  from  l.his^| 
port  down  the  coast.  "  " 

I  am  also  informed  by  many  that  there  is  a  constant  running  of 
contraband  articles  across  the  lake  from  the  basin  by  smalt  vesseLst^H 
that  get-  i>«sses  for  various  purposes,  but  1  hope  soon  to  have  vpssela^^ 
of  war  ol  such  light  draft  in  the  lake  as  will  enable  me  lo  break  up 
effectually  the  trade  anil   rwpose  the  operations  of  those  ruthlejw, 
speculators  who  are  now  dishonoring  our  eau.se  bj'"  taking  everj*  po»-| 
siblo  advtuitage  of  ^'tuniing  a   dollar,"  even  at  the  expense  of  ouj^l 
counti-y's  honor.  I 

I  shall  at  the  earliest  ninmeut  nmke  known  all  the  fads  of  this  caael 
to  General  Butler,  in  order  that  he  may  investigate  it. 
Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Rear-Admlrtil. 
Geokue  S.  Oenison,  Esq., 

VoUfcUtr  ofCuHtorna,  iVe«'  Orleans, 


Ord/T  of  Commodore  Belt,    U.   S.   Nawj^  to  Tjiruienanl-Commar 
Adnmn,  U.  S.  Natyy,  eommarulijig  U.  S.  S.  JoknP.  Jackson,  to  i 
position  near  Grant's  Pass. 

XJ.  S.   StKA.M    SIj(K)P    BRfK>KLY\, 

Off  Mohilf  Bar,  iJecvuthrr  W,  186$. 

Sir:  Rejoin  the  ffaitfirw  in  the  sound  near  Grant's  Pass,  holdin|yfl 
your  vessel  ready  for  any  service.  ' 

It  will  scai-cely  be  necessary  for  both  vessels  to  keep  up  st<^aln^  but 
of  that  youi-self  and  Captain  Blake  must  decide.     It  will  be  necessary, 
to  economize  as  much  ils  jiossihte  in  the  use  of  your  coal. 


Deserters  from  gunboat  Morffan  stale  positively  that  no  guns 
x  the  i:ilBiid  at  Grant  b  I^ass,  and  iJiat  piles  aiti  ( 
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iMilmnoe  U)  both  passes;  but  you  will  be  vigilant  and  satisfy  vouraelf, 
and  k('of>  hip  inforriiPtJ  if  any  enterprise  suggests  itself  in  that  (fireclion, 
IMeiu^e  bring  up  the  a^wistant  engineer  from  this  ship  who  was  sent 
to  the  maehiiu'  sliop  at  Ship  Island. 
Very  respe<^tfullv, 

H.  H.  Bblu 
Commodore,  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay. 

Lieut4-naut-C'ouui)ander  H.  A.  Ahams. 

Commanding  V .  S.  S.  John  I*.  Jackson,  iSAi;?  Island. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieuienant-Comntander  Blake, 
V.  S.  iVui'r/,  commandhu/  U.  S.  S.  HtUteras,  for  an  exavUnaiian  of 
the  i^time«,  Miesiif^ipj/i  Sound. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltn, 
Off  UobiU  Bar,  Decemher  10,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  have  oi*dere<l  the  JaH'son  to  rejoin  you  near  Grant's  Pass, 
and  to  lu)l{|  in-rself  in  if-adineiis  for  any  service. 

Il  will  be  advisable  to  economize  as  much  as  possible  in  the  uso  of 
fuel,  but  I  shall  leave  you  to  Judge  of  the  necessity  of  l>oth  vessels 
keeiiing  up  st^'aiii  at  the  same  t  une. 

D(\serters  from  gunboat  Morgan  stat«  that  no  guns  arc  on  the  island 
at  Grant's  Pass,  and  that  the  passes  an*  dosed  up  with  piles. 

But  I  should  like  for  you  to  make  an  examination  of  the  passes 
yourself. 

Very  respoe.tf\iIly, 

H.  H.  Beix, 
Commodore,  Comnxandivj  Blockade  off  Mobile  Bay, 

Lieutcnaiit-0>mmander  HoMKif  C.  Biake, 

Comnumiiing  U.  S.  S,  llatteras,  Missistnppi  Sound. 


Report  of  AeHna  Volunteer  fJeulenant  Cavemhj,  U.  S.  Natyj/,  regarding 
tlie  wreck  of  tfie  armif  tiutuiport  sUatner  Memnonium  Sanjord,  Dceeni- 
ber  10,  1862. 

IT.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok, 
Keg  Wext,  Fla.,  Dex:ember  12,  1862. 

Sm:  T  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  j'ou  a  statement  eonnectpd 
with^Lhe  loss  of  iho  army  transport  steamer  M.  Sanjord,  Captain  San- 
ford,  with  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Keginient,  New  York 
Volunteers.  Iwing  a  part  of  Major-tieneral  Banks's  pxpe<litionary  fort^e. 

At  o:3()  a.  m.,  the  10th  instant,  wind  north,  lying  at  anchor  in  Turtle 
llarlior.  saw  two  steamers  passing  by.  standing  to  the  southward  and 
westwanl.  The  Sanfortl,  ninning  close  by  Carysfort  light  a  short  time 
aft-erward,  was  obs<»rved  to  have  run  on  the  reef  about  14  miles  to  the 
southward  of  the  Ught.     She  hoisted  colors,  union  down. 

I  inimp<liat'ely  sent  launch  and  crew  with  hawser  and  anchor  to  her 
assistance  in  charge  of  an  ofHcer.  got  the  ship  ready  to  get  underway 
to  render  her  assistance,  bent  out  between  the  reef  of  Turtle  Uarbor, 
and  ran  down  to  the  straudud  istuuiuer, 
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At  1  p.  m.  oame  to  anchor  as  close  as  possible,  and  dispatched 
contnianding  ofJkor  ol  the  strainer  tlmt  I  would  lay  1>>'  lum  and  lai 
his  passengers  lo  Key  West.     A  small  sl(H»p  and  schooner  wore  along- 
side recei^^ng  troops,  and  transported  them  to  this  ship. 

Several  army  transport  sti^amers  earne  up,  i»ave  no  assislanofi', 
excepting  one,  which  received  one  company  on  [toanl  and  then  left. 
During  tie  day  continued  transj)orling  troops.  At  7  p.  m.  steamer 
Bhchstont'  came  up  from  Key  \\  est.  I  conwnunicatcd  with  her.  Al 
my  retpiest  anchorrMi  alongside.  So  troops  sent  away  from  steamer 
during  (he  night:  wind  hauling  to  the  eastward,  ami  tfirealvnsaslorrn. 

At  daylight,  the  11th  instant,  ronunenced  receiving  troops.  TIu 
ship  being  full,  the  Blackstone  took  halaneo  left  on  steamer.  I  took 
on  board  500  oflicers  ami  men.  Weather  squally,  wind  northeast. 
At  noon  got  luidcrway  in  tow  of  the  HUickiiloiu  iur  Knj  We^t. 

I  ordered  tlic  two  coal  scliooners  remaining  in  Turtle  Harbor 
stand  down  tnsido  the  reefs  as  near  as  safe,  and  st»cure  what  (lov 
emmcnt  property  thev  could, 

I  can  not  aiconnt  lor  the  disa-ster  t^  the  steamer,  as  she  had  just 
passed  CarjTsfort  light,  with  daylight  and  fine  weather.  Large  (|nan- 
tities  of  Government  property  was  thi-own  overboard  soon  afl*'r  the 
vessel  struck,  which  cttula  liave  been  saved. 

1  wiil  disembark  the  troops  at  this  place,  take  in  refpiisite  provisions 
and  water,  and  return  to  Turtle  Harbor  and  exert  myself  to  save  what 
may  be  valuable  in  the  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Eluv.  Cavenpy, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli-es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Lfitcr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  thf.  Stcrefanj  of  Staff.  acl'iu/Wil- 
edying  copu  of  note  from  Lord  Lyons  regarding  the  detention  of  lintW 
vesseU  at  Fori  Sabine. 

NavTj-  Df.i*artment,  December  U,  IS02. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowle<ige  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  M  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  note  from  Uird  I^yons  and  ilt* 
accompaniment,  in  reference  to  lour  British  schooners  that  were  at 
Port  Sabine  when  the  fort  connnandiiig  the  entrance  to  the  river  was 
taken  iio.ssession  of  l)v  the  Unite*]  Statej*  forces  in  Sentemlwr  bust,  and 
which  lie  thinks  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  sea  witn  their  cargoes. 

It  is  not  stated  in  Lord  Lyons"  note  that  the  steamers  referred  io 
have  been  captured  bv  our  blockading  vessels,  nor  has  the  Depart- 
ment received  any  infornmlion  to  tlml  elfert.  lint  from  the  state- 
ments in  the  comntunicatir)n  of  tlie  British  consul  at  (iatyeston  it 
would  appear  that  they  have  ent.ei"ed  the  Sabine  River  since  the  insti- 
tution of  the  l)lorkadeof  the  Southern  States,  having  been  registered 
at  foreign  porta  in  June  last,  and  are  therefore  liable  to  seizure  for  a 
violation  of  the  blockade. 

Under  the  circumstances,  Ihcy  can  not  be  permitted  to  depart  with 
or  without  their  cargoes,  and.  if  they  attempt  it,  must  do  si»  ai  their 
owu  risk.     If  they  have  been  or  should  be  seized  they  have  redroaS; 
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it,  in  the  prize  cou 
I  am,  respet'tfiiUy,  etc., 


if  entitled  lo  it,  in  the  prize  courts  to  which  they  will  l>e  sent  for  adju- 
dication. 


GiuKoN  Wklles, 

StcreUinj  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  \Vm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 

Instructions  from  the  Sfcretunj  of  the  Xavij  to  Renr-Admiral  Farragui, 
U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  mottera  pertaining  to  tlie  conduct  of  his  com- 
mand. 

Navy  Department,  iJecrmhrr  V3,  1S62, 
Sra:  With  so  larffe  u  sauadroii  under  your  coiniuand.Hiid  the  varied 
int^-resta  to  be  loolced  after,  the  Department  considers  it  nccessaiy 
that  \'ou  should  Imve  an  experienced  siulF  around  you.  Accnrdinjjly. 
I  transmit  herewith  instructions  to  you  relative  tt>  the  uj>pointment 
of  a  licet  engineer  and  a  fleet  jjayniaster.  They  will  devote  their 
whole  time  to  systematizing  their  riwpective  departments.  Vou  will 
also  appoint  yuur  most  systematic  captain  in  the  squailran  captain  of 
the  llect.  A  commodore  has  been  ordered  to  Pensacola  to  talte  com- 
mand of  the  yard  there. 

The  Department  would  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of 
comnmnicaling  prom|>lly  to  the  vessels  engaged  In  tlic  hlnckade  the 
inforination  sent  t<j  you  from  time  lo  tJnie  concerning  ve.sHcls  fitting 
out  to  run  the  blockade,  and  also  the  circulars  and  general  orders  .sent 
to  you  for  distribution  in  the  squadron.     Conmiauder  Prehle  com- 

Elams  of  never  having  received  any  circulars,  etc.,  in  leference  to  the 
hxrkadc  or  the  |)ivparation  of  vessels  to  run  it.  Such  information 
sent  to  the  North  .\tlantic  Bli>ckading  Squadron  has  been  printed  and 
distributed  to  the  vessels  on  blockade  duty.  The  incIoso<J  specimens 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  it.  As  you  now  have  a  printing  press,  and 
doubtless  printers  among  3'our  crew,  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  adopt 
a  similar  practice.  You  can  appoint  or  detail  an  ensign  (acting)  to 
assist  your  secretary  in  clerical  duties.  All  general  ordl'rs  and  cwcu- 
lars  and  ijiformation  of  suspicious  vessels  should  l»e  ccmmninieattHi  to 
the  vessels  of  the  mjuadrnn  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

Be  careful  also  to  fonvard  to  the  Department  regularly  the  returns 
relative  to  the  stations  of  your  vessels,  which  the  Department  has 
asked  for. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  reinforce  your  squadron  with  men, 
owing  to  the  number  of  vessels  fitting  out.  Contrabands  must  be 
made  available. 

Officers  in  the  scpiadron  unable  from  sickness  to  perfonn  their  duty 
should  be  surveyeil  and  sent  home. 

The  Department  would  impress  upon  j^ou  the  importance  of  watch- 
ing Mobile  carefully,  and  of  having  a  suliicient  force  there  to  in.sure 
the  bl(K-ku<le  and  repel  any  attack.  It  is  the  most  important  point  in 
the  (iulf .  and  should  have  nefore  it  one  of  the  best  otliccrs  of  the  squad- 
ron as  senior  in  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wjxi-es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  O.  Farraodt, 

Commanding  West  Ouff  Wockadin^  Sijuodrou,  l*eiwsi3Xo\AV. 
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Ordrr  oj  Hear-Admiral  Farratjut,  V.  »S.  Nax^f,  to  CommnndfT  lim^hajt 

U.  S.  Navy,  cormnnnding  off  GalvtaUni,  rpgurdrng  fftr  holdhi^  of  // 

place. 

Flagship  1Iartf<»ri>, 
Off  New  Orhnm,  iJecfmhtr  li,  im2. 

Sir:  I  Imvp  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yuur  conmmiiicalioHs 
Doceiiiber  7  and  S,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  i»ay  that  their  contents  ha 
given  mo  givut  pain. 

NotwithstAudinK  the  loss  of  the  KitUiiinmfs  hoat.  Captain  ICittred] 
and  crew,  tlie  OwoKco'ji  boat,  ollicen*  ami  citnv,  I  am  now  informed 
the  loss  of  the  Jams's  boat  with  9  or  10  of  the  best  men  and  one  of  hef 
oiHcers,  leaving  her  almost  destitute  of  ollicers  an<l  men.  ^j 

There  must  be  some  (la^rant  neglect  on  the  part  of  these  ofnecrsi^H 
and  I  sliall  eertaiiily  invoatifiate  tlieir  conduct  as  soon  as  tin  ojtportii^^ 
nity  nlFers.  But  tliLs  is  not  llie  most  niortifjing  part.  After  the  cap- 
ture i»f  nearly  the  whole  tM>ast  of  Texas  in  a  manner  which  did  credi^^ 
to  youraclf  and  ail  concerned.  I  am  now  told  that  theiie  ports  must  h^H 
abandoned,  and  two  have  ah'eady  been  and  Galveston  about  to  bo^^ 
as  you  see  no  reason  why  you  .should  not  he  driven  out  even  should  the 
ateamers  not  prove  strong  enough. 

I  fan  M>(>  no  raiuuin  why  vrv  taii'l  be  luado  In  withdraw,  fur  Iteyoiid  a  dtnibt  fJicy  have 
two  t!^puiindt*nt  (I  at  fintt  thought  tbeni  (Vl-pouDder  riflesj  of  gtvMiet  nnge  than  mny 

gUHR  wc  hJlVP.  ^B 

Has  it  come  to  this,  that  four  gunboats,  armed  with  K,  9,  and  I^H 
inch  guns,  are  to  be  driven  out  of  a  harbor  by  the  report  of  som^^ 
"reliable  person"  that  preparations  are  making  to  dnve  them  uut 
of  the  haroor?     Are  yon  willing,  captain,  thai  I  should  make  such  a 
statement  to  the  bonuruble  Set  rrtary-  that  we  have  abandoned  the 
ports  of  Texas  becaxise  of  reports  that  tbev  wei*c  making  preparations 
to  drive  us  out*     1  tnist  not.     The  giniliuats  must  h«»hi  Galvesiun 
until  the  arm}'  arrives,  and  1  have  no  doubt  when  vou  ai-e  attacked 
you  will  make  a  defense  that  will  do  credit  to  the  N'avy  as  well  as  to 
yourselves.     The   bursting  of  one  gun   can   not  disable  your  wliole 
force.     There  is  not  another  lOO-poundcr  in  the  whole  squadron  that 
.  I  know  of,  and  there  Ls  not  a  fort  ibaL  we  have  to  encounter  that  does 
not  i>osse,ss  Ihern,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  a  rifle  gun  to  spare  1  will  send 
it  to  you,  but  I  do  not  think  it  essential  to  your  safety.     I  shall  send 
down  and  rooccupy  the  ports  you  have  aliandoned  tuul  keep  the  ves- 
sels inside  until  they  are  driven  out  hv  force.     As  to  your  remarks 
about  General  Banks's  army  taking  so  long  to  arrive,  I  had  made  no 
calculations  on  his  army.     Gcuertu  Butler  had  all  the  troops  rcad^^ 
to  embark,  and  but  for  accidental  cause  would  have  been  there  l^^| 
this  time.     I  have  sent  two  small  loads  of  coal  to  you,  and  by  the  '/V/J^^ 
n^'^sf.e  1  send  you  some  clothing  and  small  stores,  out  you  should  have 
sent  requisitions  for  such  articles  as  you  required,  as  we  are  at  a  l< 
to  know  what  articles  or  tjuantities  to  send. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fahhaout. 

Jiear-Admiral. 

Commander  \Vm.  B.  KiiN.siiAW, 

Commanding  V,  8.  Naval  Forces  off  Oalveston* 
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Detailed  report  of  Commodore  Uikhcock,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
V .  S.  S.  Sustquehanna,  regarding  affairtt  at  Pen^acoht  from  December 
li  to  20,  1S6L\ 

U.  S.  S.  SrSQl'EItANNA, 

J*emiftcoltj,  December  I*,  1862. 

Sir:  Docombcr  II  Albatross  left  for  New  Orleans.  I)ecem1)er  11 
Cuyler  loft  for  Mobile. 

fnclosod  is  u  report  of  a  cniise  of  the  schooner  Caroline  to  the  east- 
ern pass. 

All  i>ut  one  of  the  boilermnkers  went  to  Ship  Island  to  work  on  the 
Tennrxsee.  The  one  that  remained  here  has  had  trouble  with  his 
wife  and  will  leave,  ilo  lias  not  beon  at  work  for  a  week.  li  will 
require  orders  from  you  to  get  the  men  from  Shin  Island.  We  have 
the  men  from  the  engineer's  department  of  this  snip  at  work  on  the 
Btaek  of  the  Tennessee,  and  could  employ  thoso  at  Ship  Island  if  you 
wish  it. 

We  lire  liard  put  to  it  to  find  copper  or  anything  to  put  on  the  ridge 
of  the  large  storehouse.  The  old  copper  has  too  many  holes  in  it. 
In  fact,  nil  that  is  worth  much  has  been  used. 

We  are  putting  the  i-igging  and  sails  sent  from  the  river  in  the  h'uhn 
into  the  storehou-se.     They  are  in  bad  condition. 

The  ordnance  that  was  in  the  Bvmmde  is  nearly  all  in  the  Xight- 
ingale.  The  Kuhn  1  hope  to  gr^t  off  from  the  yard  Monday  morning 
and  rommence  Tdling  her  with  provisions,  etc. 

The  Nightingale's  decks  will  have  to  be  calked.  Will  do  it  next 
week. 

I  am  at  work  filling  up  and  leveling  off  the  wharf  for  eoal  and  trving 
to  clear  out  the  dock.  Have  taken  out  one  gun  and  carriage  and  am 
at  work  at  ihf  railroad  iron  iu  hopes  to  get  the  large  lighters.  It  is 
slow  work.     Wii  want  Iaborei*s  iu  the  yard  very  much. 

We  have  Id  give  out  the  provisions  and  clotliing  to  the  workmen  in 
the  yard,  as  we  have  no  money  to  pay  them.  Money  will  have  to  be 
had  soon  or  we  will  come  to  a  "deadlock." 

We  have  pickeil  up  a  lot  of  good  timber  on  the  shores  of  the  bay, 
opposite  Peusarola.  and  taken  it  to  the  yard. 

General  Dow  has  just  informed  me  that  he  has  discovered  some 
copper  whi<h  was  buried  by  the  rebels.     I  have  sent  to  secure  it. 

>or  llie  first  time  since  you  left  us  we  are  without  any  men-of-war 
in  port,  except  the  regular  "deadheads." 

Thern  «re  some  men  belonging  to  the  mortar  vessels  whose  linu^  ha.s 
expired  long  since  and  have  not  been  sent  home  because  they  had  not 
their  accounts.  They  now  wish  to  go,  even  without  them.  Can  they 
do  so? 

Is  there  anv  regidation  to  prevent  shipping  a  contraband  y  We 
have  a  man  who  came  off  from  Charleston, ».  C.,  a  seaman,  who  I  am 
very  anxious  to  advance. 

December  13. — Pocahontas  and  Brooklyn  arrived  to-dav  from  Mobile. 
The  boiler  of  the  lirookbjn  reipiires  some  i-epairs.  which  the  commo- 
dore thinks  will  take  three  or  four  days. 

December  I4. — Pembina  arrived  from  Mobile,  and  J.  Trucks,  coal 
ship,  from  Ship  Island. 

Has  the  1k>x  of  fuxes  which  catne  by  the  Fulton  to  New  Orleans  been 
found  ? 

Brig  Bohio  arrived  on  the  I3th. 
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I  am  informed  that  four  or  six  boats  wore  Ipft  at  Shiji  Island  some 
monlliR  sini'o. 

Ihrtmhtr  75.— Storeship  Supply  ariivcd  from  New  York  with  pro- 
visionN  and  Biimll  sturos.  Sho  rnatle  ^[oI>ik'  instead  of  this  pluco;  ran 
into  the  Otn'nh;  did  u  Utllf  damage  to  each  vusacl.  Commodore 
Boll,  1  suppose,  will  rfport.  as  il.  was  reported  to  him. 

1  have  just  rcrt'ived  Vour  ii'ltor  of  OectMuher  S,  from  the  Pei)3acol& 
oflicp.  By  my  urder,  Captain  McDermut  went  to  th<'  office  on  the 
anival  of  the  Syl-es  for  the  lottei-s.  If  the  Sykf^  comes  hero  again  I. 
will  send  an  oHicer  in  her,  a.s  you  direct. 

I  am  \cvy  aorry  you  did  not  carrv  out  your  intention  of  eomins 
hei-e.  I  have  a  nice  room  and  \hh\.  with  very  little  to  eat.  all  of  which 
I  should  he  di'li<;hted  fi>r  you  to  make  use  of. 

From  reporl.s  il  seems  the  "j^reat  battle"  did  not  come  off.  Geti' 
era!  Meigs  <li(l  not  send  the  nihber  hap;  to  make  the  bridge. 

T  am  doing  all  I  ean  (without  working  nights)  to  got  the  storcshi; 
discharged.  • 

The  \i<ihHtnjaic  and  Spoiisman  will  bo  full  of  ordnance  storea. 
Kuhri  will  not  hold  nil  the  provisiorus  and  small  st^)res  now  here,  but 
I  will  get  all  1  can  into  her. 

The  Supply  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  and  take  your  orders.  _ 
see  that  the  Department  wishes  you  to  put  all  stores  into  Oovenmient 
V(»saels.     Will  that  make  the  Pntnmav  u  stiire-shiji^ 

I  do  not  know  a^^  we  will  even  get  the  stor<'house  done,  or  the 
Hottalu,  for  it  take^i  all  the  workmen  to  rejiair  the  ve.ssels  that  come 
oidv  for  coal. 

A  few  days  since  I  foutid  a  notice  U(»sted  in  the  navy  yard  (printed) 
*'  By  command  of  Oeneni]  Dow."     I  have  addresse<l  u  not*'  to  Gene 
Dow,  asking  (in  respectful  terms)  if  he  intends  lo  coUoct  fees  of  o 
store  vessels.     Kiiclosed  is  the  "  N<itice." 

Is  the  pilotage  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  tin  tlie  sloreshipa 
Those  ships  which  have  been  ordered  by  you  from  the  first  port  of 
arrival  claim  it. 

Will  you  please  give  orders  in  relation  to  the  brig  BoMot 

If  men  can  not  he  had  for  the  Amiermtt,  how  wotdd  it  do  to  make  he; 
a  storeship?     She  is  a  fine  sliip,  but  idle. 

The  cattle  at  the  navy  yard,  I  am  told,  are  for  the  hospital  dep&rt- 
nieut.     They  retiuire  food.     I  have  endeavored  to  get  hay  from  tho, 
army.     (Jeneral  Dow  promises  it  when  it  arrives.     1  hope  they  ma_ 
not  die  in  the  meantime.     The  grass  in  ibe  yard  is  all  they  have  to  eat. 

December  1 7. — IWahontas  left  for  Mobile.  Hut  a  1 ,00()-pound 
anchor  from  the  Sightinyak  on  btjard  of  lier,  the  Pocuhmtiut  having 
lost  her  anchoi^s. 

Tliej-e  is  a  steam  lathe  and  .some  bar  iron  about  12  miles  from  Pen 
sacola,  accessible  by  water.  I  am  trying  to  get  up  an  expedition 
reach  it.  If  we  only  had  a  tugboat,  it  could  l>o  done  easily. 
iH'lieve  the  machinery  belongs  to  Judge  WVight,  who  is  at  Fori 
l*ickens. 

The  work  in  the  yard  requii'es  a  more  capable  man  than  Mr, 
fl'homasl  Manning  to  take  charge  of  it.  Could  not  Carpenter  John 
Soulhwick.  vvhi>.  I>y  the  regisl^*r,  is  at  the  rt^ceiving  ship.  Boston,  be 
had  *  He  would  be  just  the  man  you  want  to  lill  such  a  place.  Tho 
demand  seems  lo  incrcasie  every  day  for  work  to  be  done  at  the  yard, 
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Two  dozen  padUfcks,  for  storehmisf .  etc.,  are  re<iiiirwi.  Not  one 
to  hf  liaH  in  l.lir  siinudroit. 

ihamhrr  tS.  Ktuiirhce  arrival  from  Mobile;  rpquirra  calking 
oiiLsido.  Ii  will  take  one  w<H'k.  Thi*  Kmnt-htc  roporls  the  J'innh 
gniio  to  •Ship  iHtanii  fur  slight  repairs  on  Ixiilers.  Lighl-huusv 
si^hounur  Florida  urrivwl. 

Lhcttuhrr  iO.  Yuur  (irdt'ra  of  iht*  I^tli  hihJ  IOlIi  instant  aro 
rercnveij.  [  wilj  tin  tlu*  best  I  ran  with  tluH  ship  in  rcliilinn  to  tht< 
hWkttdt*.  Since  vou  left  we  Had  the  pistun  uf  the  l)ruki>n  ryiinder 
Iwnl,  S4>  thai  it  wifl  not  be  safe  to  nse  the  .starboaRl  cylinder;  still,  we 
can  do  something.  I  will  try  her  anyhow.  If  she  breaks  down,  tow 
her  back. 

1  think  it  has  eseaped  yww  to  give  rne  orders  in  relation  to  the  Ri>sina 
Fiiitv,  the  prize  st-nl  here  by  Conunudore  Bell,  which  1  meutiuued  to 
you  in  my  letter  of  December  5. 

Have  orders  bren  sent  to  the  Kfusiniffon  at  Ship  Islands  I  directed 
thi'  raptiiin  tu  n'p()rl  lo  y»iii  when  the  repairs  were  done. 

We  liftve  the  storeboirse  shut  in  enough  to  use  it  (if  you  will  send 
Kv^ks  for  the  donr.sl.  Will  it  Jiol  In?  U-st  to  put  the  nrovisions  fj-oni 
the  ships  into  it.  ho  that  we  can  discharge  tluMuf  Me  now  have  on 
hand  Darifl  /''««*■/.  to  go  to  Ship  Island;  //'i/ro7/(V,  discharging  into 
NiglUiugah.  My  /?«tvr  has  discharged  into  Kuhn:  Trojan  discharg- 
ing intti  Kuhn:  VUhi  Franca  will  nil  Kuhn.  KMur,  Ynunq  Turk-, 
aii<i  WiO'unn  L.  Sp*ig^  to  he  discharged.  John  Trucktt  (coiU  ship), 
HTtH)lhfn  iinished  taknig  coal  from  lier  tliis  evening.  Slie  will  go  to 
the  wharf  Nbjnduy  niorniiig. 

Very  resi>octfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  Hitchcock. 

Ri^ar-Admiral  I).  (1.  KAitiiAoifT. 

Coviinatuimg  Wc^ern  Clulj  Wockading  Stfum/nm. 


Report  oj  Commodorf  Sell,  U.  S.  Navtj,  regarding  affairs  on  the  blockade 

uf  Mohilt  Ray. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Pensacola  Rag,  Jhcnnhrr  IS,  lS'f)2. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  leaks  in  my  boilers  I  lell  Captain  Jenkins 
to  conduct  the  blockade  of  Mobile  Bay  on  the  1 2th,  and  canie  to  Pen- 
sacola to  make  the  necessary  repairs  upon  them,  which  I  hope  to 
aci-oni)>lLsb  by  the  17th.  having  the  Hrouklyn  i-eady  for  ser\'ice. 

The  vessels  left  ulf  Mobile  bar  under  the  comniund  of  Captain  .fen- 
kins  wen*  the  (tnevin,  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Montgumn-g,  Krnnebec,  Kanmrha, 
ArfMistook,  JHnola,  and  I*emhhui.  and  (he  Rntftras  and  Jackson  in  the 
Round,  which  I  consider  adequate  for  that  service. 

The  morning  I  left  the  bar  Comnumder  Kebiger  reported  that  the 
reWs  had  brought  soiuetbing  like  a  tloalins  battery  to  Grant's  Pass, 
an<l  that  tents  w»re  pitchwl  on  the  island  tliere. 

[  sent  hieutenant-Comnuinder  Blake  orders  to  drive  them  oflf  with 
the  HaiUras  and  Jackson,  and  not  permit  defenses  to  be  established 
the  IX'. 

Each  of  those  vessels  having  a  rille  gun.  I  think  they  should  elTectu- 
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ally  command   timt   pass,  supposing  that  they  can  approach  the 
eastern  extreme  within  'J  miles. 

The  Pm-nhontna  is  at  IVnsacola.  cualing. 

I  am,  very  respeotliillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  U.  Bell, 
Commodnrt  and  Senior  Offuer. 
Uear-Admiial  I).  G.  FARUA(tirr, 

Cnmd^.  Wffttfrn  (hiij  lihckadinff  Squmlron,  Ne^vOrlratis,  La, 


Rf  port  of  Li^'ui^vant-Commamlfr  Hoe,  t<.  S.  JVaiw,  rommandiKig  U.  S.  5.j 
hntnhdin,  regarding  an  engagement  with  thf  entmy  at  Mar\rhac\ 
Be  ml. 

V.  S.  S.  IVATAIIDIN, 

Ahnvf  DnvaldsnmnUe,  La.,  December  1 4,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  llml  wliile  this  vessel  whs  passing  Manchac 

Ben<!  yeslerduy,  in  company  with  the  Kinco,  she  received  several 

vnllcya  nf  rille  hnlls  from  troops  in  amhiish  hehind  the  h>vee,  as  had 

also  the  Kimo.     When  at  Hnton  Uonge  T  ohstTved  horsemen  gallop- i 

ing  down  the  road  to  Manchao  lor  this  purpose.  i 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  no  one  was  hurt,  though  the  vollej-a 

passed  fore  and  aft  the  vessel.     The  enemy  w^re  thorouglUy  shelled." 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oTbedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
Licutemint-Com  mander. 
Commander  1).  McN.  Fairfax, 

L'.  S.  S.  Cayuga,  Donaldsonvine . 


'Jiepori  of  Luutenanl-(\>mmnudFr   H'ffiJYr,  V.  S.  jVo?*y.  conimandtn^ 

U.  S.  S.  Winon^i,  regartling  an  engagement  with  Conjeaeratf  battery  of 

Profit  Isiand. 

V.  S.  GiTSBOAT  Winona, 
Misftissippi  River,  December  I4,  tS62. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  while  this  vessel  was  at  anchor  near  the 
Eftsex,  off  tlie  upper  end  of  Profit  Island,  just  at  early  thivhglit,  a  rebel 
battery  o!  (ieldpKH*cs  opened  lire  on  her.  We  at  once  retunied  their 
fire  with  grni>e.  canister,  and  shrapnel,  hut  they  had  taken  up  such  a 
position  during  the  night  without  being  observed  that  they  were 
enaiih'd  to  rake  the  vessel  repeatedly  without  our  being  able  to  return 
an  eflVetive  lire.  I  attemoted  to  heave  up  the  anchor,  «inly  having  a 
sliurt  scope  of  chain  out,  hut  the  enemy's  fu-e  was  so  heavy  and  well 
direet^'d  that  I  was  ohhge<l  to  slip  the  chain.  We  steamed  up  toward 
the  Entter,  and  in  doing  so  the  pdots  ran  the  vessel  agroiiml,  t)iit  for- 
tunately we  backed  off  and  made  fast  to  the  starboard  side  of  the  ' 
Ekkcx.  wiieii  both  vessels  backed  down  the  river.  During  the  engage- 
ment this  vessel  was  struck  twenty-seven  limes  in  the  liull,  spars,  and 
rigging,  many  of  the  shot  cutting  her  up  badly.  The  enemy  not 
noticing  the  Essex,  directed  his  whole  fiiv  at  us. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Acting  Masters  Mute  Havi*!  Vincent  was  mor- 
tally wountled.  and  has  since  died.  On  my  way  down  the  river,  when 
just  below  Profit  Island,  a  battalion  ol  infantry  opened  (ire  on  us  from 
the  east  bank,  to  which  we  replied  with  grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel, 
but  owing  to  the  protection  the  levee  atlorded  them,  with  very  little 
effect,  although  our  firiug  was  rapid  and  well  directed. 
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During  the  onga^emeuU  we  ex|)eiide<i  ft2  rounds  of  grape,  canister, 
and  shrapnel. 

Ill  itinclusinn,  I  have  to  staU^  that  during  tlu;  Hght  the  officers  and 
men  exliihited  tliat  ('o<ilnes»,  rouragp,  ana  zeal  which  I  have  every 
reason  to  expect  from  ihem. 

Very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Weaver. 
Iach  fenn  ni-Com  mander. 
Rear-Adniiral  \i.  G.  Karuaui'T, 

('nrnmnnding  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


Lettrr  from  Rear-Admirtil  Farm^ut,  JJ.  S.  Na^^j,  to  Commoilore  Bell, 
U.  S.  Xavy,  aiiTHiunrinff  the  nn-iutl  oj  Mttior-Oeneral  Buiiks,  V.  S. 
Army,  to  supersede  Mnjor-OeneraJ  ButJer,  V.  S.  Army. 

Fi.AOftnrp  Hautford, 
NewOrltauM,  Ikainher  16,  }8$S. 

Dear  CoMMononE:  T  have  lo  announce  to  you  tlio  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Banks  with  n  force  of  20, (KK)  or  .'K),(H)0  to  oi)erate  on  ifie  river, 
Galveston,  and  Mobile,  in  llie  onbT  naiiuHl.  Therefore,  so  soon  as 
your  repairs  arc  made,  come  round  and  leave  tlie  blockade  to  Commo- 
dore Hitchcock,  Captain  Jenkins,  etc.  I  hear  that  Porter  is  knocking 
at  the  upper  door  at  Vicksburg,  and  we  must  go  to  work  at  tlie  lower 
door.  Port  Hudson.  Butler  is  relieved  bv  Banks.  He  says  he  lias 
been  sacrificed  tt)  tlie  French  Oovenuuent ,  1>ut  I  think  he  lias  been  sac- 
rificed lo  his  friends  ii\\i\  his  enemies.  One  bus  done  him  as  much 
harm  as  the  otlicr.  If  the  supiily  steamer  has  arrived,  let  Commcnlore 
Hitehcoi-k  have  SIJO.OOl)  iut  the"  use  of  the  vessels  and  Ship  Island, 
and  send  me  the  remainder.  I  shall  send  up  a  vessel  to  Baton  Rouye 
to-night  with  the  troops  to  take  possession  of  that  place  again  as  the 
basis  of  operations,  i  am  not  afraid  of  thosi'  fellows  taking  the  wind 
out  of  our  sails. 

I  have  not  received  a  line  from  the  Department,  and  I  have  been 
expe<ting  a  document  for  at  least  two  or  three  weeks.  It  is  some 
time  since  I  liad  a  letter  from  home,  but  expect  one  by  some  of  these 
vessels. 

I  send  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Madigan  to  give  the  steamei's  belong- 
ing to  General  Banks  coal  to  last  them  to  this  place,  and  I  will  let  them 
get  coal  at  Key  West  on  their  way  home.     I  shall  send  down  st^)res 
and  clotliing  to  Galveston,  and  the  troops  will  go  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G,  Fauraout, 

Real'- Admiral. 

[Commodore  Tl.  II.  Bell, 
L  Commanding  U.  S.  Forres,  Pcnttaeola  and  Mobiie. 

: 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragul,  U.  S.  Navt/,  to  Commander  Ren- 
shaw,  U.  S.  Nam/,  referring  to  affairs  in  Texas. 

Flagship  ^Lvrtford, 
Off  New  Orleans,  Decemher  15,  186^. 
Sm:  General  Banks  has  arrived,  and  will  send  down  1,000  or  2,000 
men  immediately  to  occupy  Galveston,  and  a  suificient  au.Qibft.t  q1 
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intiskcts  for  the  rpfugpos  on  tlio  island.  Sti  soon  as  all  is  made  socurp, 
send  LioHti'nunt-Conmiander  Law  vip  to  take  the  vessel  into  Sabine 
again,  and  nrder  t  !»■  other  vessel  over  tlie  bar  at  Matagorda. 

We  must  hold  the  ports  of  Texas  until  driven  out  ny  actual  force. 
I  have  a  5()-pouiider  rille  j^^un  whicli  1  will  send  to  you  as  soon  as  1  can 
get  it  moimled.  I  am  goinj;  up  the  rivor  with  all  the  force  I  can  col- 
wvt  hen',  and  may  be  absent  for  some  time.  So  soon  as  tlie  sup|»ly 
steamer  arrives  1  will  send  your  relief  down  and  you  can,  in  ct>mpli- 
ance  with  your  ivquest,  return  to  the  north. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farhaqut. 
Conimander  Wm.  B.  Kenshaw, 

Comjrutnding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  Coast  oj  Texas. 


Onfrr  of  Rmr-Admrfit  Farra^fnf,  V.  S.  Namj,  to  Comtnodorf  IIitchcocl\ 
V .  S.  Nai'y,  i»  vine  of  tin"  tfm/t<mmf  nntlidrawdi  oJ  ihr  V .  S.  S. 
Brooklyn  from  the  Mobile  blockade. 

Flaosiiif  Hartford. 
Oif  New  Orlfantt,  Derrmher  t-'i.  tS62. 
Dear  CoMMorKiUK:  You  will  Iiuve  to  make  arranjjemerits  to  look 
out  for  the  blockade  off  Mobile,  as  !  shall  have  to  withdraw  the  Brook- 
h/n  temporarily  For  service  in  tlie  river,  and  you  will  thercfoir  have  to 
take  the  bloekade  whenever  you  <leem  your  presence  necessary.  You 
must  anchor  your  ship  and  only  use  your  steam  when  compelfed  to  do 
so.  It  will  (Mily  be  necessary  to  koop  the  blockade.  I  am  informed 
by  the  consul  al  llavtiua  that  the  (^uhtx  is  the  only  renmininj;  steamer 
they  have  cruising  to  this  eimst.  He  says  their  loss<'s  liave  been  so 
lieavy  that  they  have  abandoned  tiie  idea  of  runnin"  large  steamers 
and  have  piirehased  small  vessels  by  way  ofdividing  the  risk.  There- 
fore, 1  think  we  can  use  them  up  by  keeping  the  Montgojnfnj  ami  Hat- 
tertiK  cruising  about  I  o  or  20  mites  off  the  coast  a  little  l)o  the  southward 
and  eastward  of  Mobile. 
Yours,  truly, 

D,  G.  FAURAOirr, 

Hear-Admlral. 
Commodore  R.  n.  Hitchcock^ 

Pensacola. 


Report  of  Acting  Moatrr  Bro^imie^  U.  S.  Natfy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig 
Bokio,  reUtHve  to  salt  v^orks  in  St.  Andrev}  tt  Bay  and  Bear  Creek. 

U.  S.  Brno  BoHio. 
Pen^acofu  Bay,  Decemhir  16,  ISh'S. 
Sib:  Considering  it  my  duty  to  ivnorl  at  oneo  any  information  of 
value  ifgarding  or  connectetl  with  the  enemy,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
state,  from  iidormation  derived  (roin  ii'Iiable  sources  and  from  my 
own  personal  knowh'dge  and  that  of  several  of  the  oMicei-s  attached  to 
this  vessel,  there  are  yet  remaining  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay  and  vicinity, 
mnn'  particularly  in  Bear  Creek.  mimei*ous  salt  works  in  full  bhist, 
and  utore  than  2,00U  mvu  engaged  therein.     And,  in  my  belief,  there 
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are  several  lai'^  Government  eslablishmcnts  up  said  creek,  defended 
by  a  ^errilla  cavaln*  company  of  120  men  anc  an  infantry  company 
of  SO. 

Wp  made  hut  tv\i>  attempts  to  destroy  salt  works  in  this  hay.  and 
at  thf  tirst  one  succeeded  m  destroying  an  immense  nurahcr  of  ket-- 
tles,  salt,  etc.,  but  the  last  one  ainouuts  to  nothing;.  It  was  utiiver- 
saliy  acknowledi^ed  by  all  the  men  \\v  saw  that  salt  whs  worth  $ni\  {HT 
bushel  at  the  pJa<!c  of  manufactun\  S60  per  l)iishel  in  tlie  eoiiiitry, 
and  S!  per  pound  at  retad;  and  hv  breaking  up  these  works  the  Cnn- 
FiHli'rat^  Guverimient  was  injuretf  more  timn  by  the  loss  of  a  \^nil 
battU*. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  an  expedition  to  destroy  these  salt 
works  will  meet  witli  h  jjliH-ioii.s  result,  providin*:  it  is  properly  man- 
ured; and  with  the  knowledge  1  alroaay  possess  of  tlie  place,  1  feel 
sure  1  could  render  {jood  ser\'ice  to  my  country,  if  you  would  bo  so 
kind  as  to  intrust  to  me  such  an  expedition. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Comtitanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FAKKAorT, 

Vommandivy  WesUrn  duff  lihckadiiig  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Cotmuodorf  Bellt  U.  S", 
Xavij,  in  int^w  of  a  shortage  of  men  f(fr  tM  vesseU  in  the  Aiiasissippi 
Rivtr, 

Fi-Ar.snii*  ITartkokd, 
Nrw  Orleaju*,  Ihctmbfr  16',  1S6S. 

Dbak  Ct>.MMoiM*KK:  Bring  with  you  100  nu'n  from  the  Potomac,  in 
order  to  supply  deficiencies  m  the  ve^els  in  the  river. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Commodore  I!.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Blockading  Force. 

[  EudorariDcat.} 

Ordered  20  to  assist  in  navigating  the  Kuhn  to  New  Orleans,  that 
store  vessel  beinj;;  without  men,  except  contrabands. 
The  other  80  men  will  go  in  the  Brooklyn. 

H.  H.  Bell. 


Instructions  from  fifnr-Admintl  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore 
Bell.  If,  S.  Navg,  regarding  arrangements  at  Pensacola. 

FLAfiSniP   KARTFORn, 

Neip  Orleans.  Decrmhfr  16,  1862. 
Dear  CoMMonoRE:  Transfer  to  the  Potomac  a-s  much  ammunition 
and  such  ordnance  stores  as  you  consider  will  be  n,  eessary  for  the 
blockading  forces,  and  then  let  the  mortar  boats  take  in  their  sheila 
from  the  yard,  as  many  as  they  can  carry  conveniently.  Send  the 
ordnance  ship  Sjmrttiman  and  tlie  mortar  boats  around  here  to  this 
place.     Keep  Mr.  Starrett  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  on  boajd  t^t 
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Sporiitman.  Let  Mr.  Basst^tt  divide  the  atore  vessels,  putting  on 
board  the  Kithn  as  imu'h  us  slio  can  bring  over  tlie  bar  of  assorted 
provisions,  snmll  stores,  and  riolbiuj;,  Tor  tlic  ust'  of  tlie  fleel  up  the 
river.  Do  llie  same  by  the  Kensimjion  as  soon  as  she  is  ready.  Have 
these  arrftnL'cnients  made  as  soon  as  possible,  although  I  fear  it  will 
take  the  sitldiers  some  time  to  get  ready  to  attend  to  Port  Hudson, 
the  troops  are  so  raw ;  but  I  wisii  to  be  ready  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions on  my  part.  The  troops  liave  gone  up  t-o  reoccupy  Baton  Rouge. 
I  shall  not  leave  here  until  1  see  all  the  prej>arations  in  a  fair  waj'.  I 
hojje  also  to  receive  my  orders  from  the  Na\'y  Department.  I  hoar 
nothing  as  yet  of  the  supply  vessel  and  my  mail. 

Assist  me  all  yoti  can  while  you  are  at  Pensacola,  and  then  turn 
things  over  to  Commodore  Hitclicock  to  do  the  rest.  I  know  he  will 
carry  out  I  he  unlinl.slicd  wr>rk.  I  wIhIi  I  could  get  bis  ship  either  into 
the  river  or  MobiU'  Hay. 

Vcrj'  respectfully  and  truly, 

D.  G.  r.\KKAun'r, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Senior  Naval  Ojfictr  Present,  Pejutacola  Bay. 


Hfjwrt  of  LUutenaM-CoimnaniJer  Franl'lin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commajiding 
JJ.  S.  S.  Aroosfook,  rfgarding  n  /tirange  sail  tteen  off  Mohtlf. 

If.  S.  GuxBOAT  Arcm^stook, 
Off  Afobih,  Decemher  if},  tS€2. 
Sin:  1  havr  the  honor  to  report  that  about  0  p.  m.  last  night  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  a  vessel  was  passing  to  sea  from  the  northwanl. 
Not  being  able  to  satisfy  myself  with  the  glasses  that  such  was  the 
case,  1  iK'sitated  to  take' action  in  the  matter,  but  feeling  that  it  was 
possible  the  Oreto  might  be  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  wliicli  was 
favorable  for  her  passing  out,  I  made  private  signal,  Ooston  No.  2, 
fired  a  cun,  boist^-d  my  light,  slipped,  ran  down  for  the  Onritla,  wliero 
you  ordered  me  to  ehase  tt)  llur  .southward.  At  the  time  the  report 
was  mtwle  t«  me  we  were  lieading  N.  W.  by  W.  The  bearing  of  the 
Montgamenj,  taken  before  dark,  was  W.  by  N.;  the  strange  sail  waa 
reported  as  seen  first  on  the  port  bow,  which  wna  abonl  I  he  bearing 
of  the  Mo tUgoniery.  The  wlucl  shifted  about  tliis  time,  and  the  atmos- 
phere lighting  up.  it  mav  be  that  she  was  the  vessel  seen,  though  the 
persons  who  reported  liaving  s*?en  strange  sail  are  very  positive. 
After  the  report  was  made  Acting  Master  IToyt  went  to  the  l>ridge 
with  his  glasses,  took  a  good  look  round;  saw  nothing.  He  is  of  the 
opinion  tney  saw  the  AlontgorMni. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  R.  Franklin, 
Limtenant-Conunander^ 
Captain  TnouNTON  A.  Jenkins, 

Senior  Officer  Blochuiin^  Firrces  off  Mobile. 

[  Eud'jnemeot.) 

Deserters,  four  in  number,  picked  up  on  Friday  the  IMlh  instant, 
state  that  the  Ordo  is  still  below  Dog  Fish  Bar  [Do^  River  Har^]. 

T.  A.  Jenkins. 
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Repitrtoj  CttpUtin  JetiHns,  V.  S,  Nat^t  senwr  officer  off  Mobile,  regard- 
ing ifu  heachiiuf  and  bitming  of  a  hfockade  runner. 

V.  S.  Steam  Suhji'  Oneii>a, 
Off  Unhile  Entrance,  Ifcreniber  17,  1862. 

ftm:  At  about !)  j>.  m.  on  Monday  niglit  last,  Uu'  I5tli  instant,  wlion 
it  wa.s  lilowiiig  ([uit-c  a  galp  from  tlif  northward  and  wt-stward,  tlio 
nlnmi  was  given  Ihat  a  vcsse!  was  ninning  out.  The  Aroostook  made 
tho  signal  and  Mrt'd  u  gun. 

The  wind  Imving  sud<lpnly  shifted  from  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  W.,  the 
atinus|)lH're  cqniiHy  siuhJrnly  Iji-roniing  clear,  enahhng  us  to  see  the 
\fonf(/(t?ncT'n  (()  I  he  west  ward,  the  CvijUrUt  the  eii-slward,  as  well  &n  the 
Aroostook,  and  oil  wlio  supposed  they  saw  a  vessel  moving  came  to  the 
conclusion  very  soon  that  it  was  tho  MonUjnmfnj,  which  suddenly 
appeared,  as  tlie  vessel  swung  with  the  rapid  change  of  the  wind.  AJI 
agreed,  too,  as  to  the  bearing  which  was  found  to  be  that  of  the  Mont- 
yovirry.  The  Aroonifiok  ran  ofl.  however,  by  my  order.  hikI  reiniiined 
abreast  during  the  n'lnainder  of  the  night. 

At  duylight  tlu-next  morning  a  schooner  was  discovered  lying  broad- 
side on  theshoaJs  to  the  eastward  of  the  northern  jMiint  <tf  Sana  Island, 
head  toward  Kort  Morgan,  and  a  few  minutes  after,  smoke  was  seen 
issuing  from  the  V4'.s,sel. 

A  gun  was  fired  from  Furl  Morgart  in  the  direetion  of  the  schooner, 
the  projectile  falling  .short,  behire  any  indications  of  fire  were  seen. 
In  a  very  short  time  the  ve^i.sei  was  enveloped  in  Ilames,  and  it  contin- 
ued to  Hum  during  the  day  nnd  succeeding  night.  Pieces  of  burned 
cotton  float-ed  out.  giving  jwsitive  evidence  that  it  was  a  cotton-laden 
ves.sel  whii-li  had  attempted  to  run  out  ihrough  the  main  channel,  and 
seeing  4>r  fancying  that  it  was  .seen  by  ttie  blockaihng  vessels  at  the 
time  thr  fdarm  was  given.  T  imagine  attempted  to  wear  around  U\  try 
to  run  back  in  through  the  Swasli  Channel,  when,  either  from  the  shift 
of  wind,  its  force,  or  by  mistaking  the  channel,  she  was  nm  on  the 
shoals,  and  finding  herself  out  of  the  range  of  the  gims  at  Fort  Morgan, 
ahe  was  set  on  lire  and  abandoned. 

The  position  of  the  vessel  indicated  that  as  being  tlie  probable  cir- 
eumstan<es. 

Alttioujj:h  the  vessel  and  eargj  »verc  lost  as  a  prize,  it  is  gratifying  to 
to  know  that  the  rebels  have  lost  her. 

The  rebels  have  ^^een  cpiite  active  during  the  darkest  [leriods  of  tlie 
nights  (during  the  late  bad  weather)  with  their  lights,  but  all  indicat- 
ing, so  far  as  1  could  ascertain  their  signification,  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  aj>proacli  or  to  att<»mpt  to  run  the  blockade. 

Smce  the  northeasterly  winds  set  in  again,  the  two  steamers  have 
been  apparently  busily  employed  driving  piles  at  their  old  station. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

TuoKNTON  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  11.  U.  Uki.i.,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding,  Fensacola  Bay, 
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Report  of  Captain  JfvHna,  V.  S.  Xai>t/.  nemor  oj^cer  o^  MoUUe,  rcgard- 
intj  annotjance  ffiiyrn  by  knthra,  trartsporU,  etc. 

V.  S.  Stkam  Sixiop  Oneiiia, 
Off  Moink  Entrance,  Ihcrmhi-r  17,  hSffS. 

Sin:  At.  nn  cnvW  hour  tliis  moniiiifr  rji('iitc'nflnt.-0<)mrauiMirr  Rus- 
80II.  of  tl)«^  Kfuutlni',  in»(U>  signttl  tliaL  h  stmngo  sail  wh8  noon  to  the 
oastwani.  and  prDinplly  gtivo  ihase. 

The  veswl  iiiaiK'  every  effort  to  escape,  nolwitlistaiullag  tiu-ee  or 
four  shots  were  fu'ed,  and  did  not  teaso  Iier  efforts  untU  the  Pocahontas 
Wfus  seen  apprDachiii^. 

This  vojwol  j)roved  t<)  ho  u  LicJit-Ilouse  Board  tender.  Tlie  person 
in  charge  admitted  that  ho  had  ne*'n  warned  Uy  keep  out  i»f  sijjht  of  the 
l)l6ckamnp  vessels,  hut  had  no  excuse  to  offer  for  Iii^  misconduct  in 
entieavorinj;  to  escape  from  tlie  Kennt::ht'c. 

Our  vessels,  transports,  amty  tenders,  and  Hglit-house  tenders  sevin 
disposed  to  pive  all  the  annoyance  and  trouhle  they  can  to  our  l)ltK'k- 
ading  vessels,  causing  a  large  amoiuit  of  costly  ummunitiou  to  he  cx- 
jwmded  needlessly. 

As  this  Hglit-luniMe  tender  hiui  gone  to  Ponsaoola,  and  deeming  it 
important  that  such  (lagraiii  acts  of  impropriety  should  be  noticed.  1 
call  your  particular  attention  to  this  case,  to  enable  3'ou  to  call  the 
master  of  that  vessel  (who  is  an  employee  of  the  Goveniment)  to  a  ri<;id 
account. 

This  vessel  has  doubtless  been  sent  to  this  coast  to  refloat  buoys  and 
other  (litis  to  navigation,  in  consequen<-e  of  n  report  1  niaile  inimodi- 
at*'ly  on  jny  arrival  on  this  station,  and  the  hi|^ht-llouse  Boanl  must 
have  changed  its  character  entiiely  since  1  left  itif  such  acts  as  the  one 
referred  to  are  tolerated  by  it  now. 

It  was  only  a  few  nights  since  that  the  Stixon,  an  army  transport 
with  troops  bound  to  Ship  Island,  passe<l  between  the  OnfuUi  and 
Cuyifr.  and  in  closer  proximity  to  ihe-Montgomrnj,  before  she  cotdd  bo 
brought  to. 

The  person  in  charge  said  he  was  running  the  coast  down  in  7  fath- 
oms of  water.     Had  it  not  been  for  our  vessels  he  must  have  run  on  the 
Sand  Island  Shoals  and  probably  been  wrecketi. 
Very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jknkinr, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Commodore  11.  11.  Bf.ll,  V.  S.  Navy. 

CommaTiding  at  Vfu^acola  Bay. 


Occupation  0}  Baton  Rouge  hj  jmnt  forcM,  Oec^nbf.r  17,  t862. 

Ordtr  of  Boftr'AdiDtral  Farrngat,  U.  B.  MAvy.  to  Commander  Aldaa,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  convoy 

army  foroM, 

Fl.AO.'illlP  IUrti-'ord. 
Off  New  Orleans,  !)ecemher  J'j,  tS62. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  the  river  t*>  Bat^m  Rouge  in  convoy  of  the 
United   States   troops   under    the   command    of    Brigadier-General 
Grover  and  cover  their  laudiii"  at  that  city. 
Ab  the  senior  officer  you  wilJ  use  your  own  judgment  in  the  diatribu- 
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tiuij  of  tho  several  gtinbonis  now  on  tho  rivor  bclwccn  Baton  Uouge 
uutl  (his  ntticr. 

The  Aibatro.HH  will  Hocoinpany  vi>u. 

Very  rospeetfuUy.  j'ourObwliont  servant. 

D.  O.  Farraout, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Cmnvmndlng  WenUtni  (rvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Conunandor  Jamkh  Aldkn, 

Commundhuj  V .  S.  Nai^l  Kitrrett,  Hatnii  Houtje. 
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ficport  of  B«ftr- Admiral  FarragQl,  V.  B.  Vtry,  trantniittitig  report  of  Commander  Aldan, 

oommanding;  naral  foroe. 

No.  272.]  Fi^vosHiP  Hartford, 

New  Orham,  Ihrcmher  I  ft,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  tlio  Department  that  on  t}»o  arrival 
of  General  Bank^  with  his  irooixs,  1  reeommendrd  to  him  tin*  ocruim- 
tion  of  Btttun  Rouj^o.  He  approved  of  the  move,  and  ordered  nis 
traiL-^fmrts  t<i  pmeoed  dircetly  to  that  city.  I  ordered  Commander 
James  Ahlen,  in  the  Huhmond,  with  two  Kiihboata,  to  aecompany  them 
and  eover  tho  landinfr.     ICncloscd  is  Commander  Aldcn's  report. 

Baton  BoiitrpM  is  only  12  or  15  miles  from  Port  Hudson,  and  is  tiiere- 
fore  a  fine  huse  of  cH)erati<Mis.      I  am  rt'ady  to  attack  the  latter  place 
and  support  General  Banks  the  moment  he  desires  to  move  against  it. 
Very  respe<tfully,  your  ybetlient  servant, 

D.  0.  KAUiiAurr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enctoauro-] 

U.  S.  S.  Kkhmond, 
O/J  BnUtn  Jinmjr.  fhrtmhrr  17,  fSfJ2. 

Sir:  1  fiave  I  lie  lionur  to  rejM>rt  tliat  we  started  in  company  with 
the  Alhairosti  early  in  the  moniiiig  of  yesterday,  in  accorcianoe  with 
3'our  ijrders.  The  ettnvoy  overhauled  us  at  Plaqiiemine,  .some  15 
miles  bflow  this  place,  where  we  were  joined  by  the  Cayv^a,  KaUihdin, 
and  Whiomi,  makiu}.'  in  all  fifteen  steamei-s.  Arrivint;  safelv  at  thia 
placf  early  in  the  morning,  a  binding  was  eiTeeted  without  difficulty, 
the  enemy  leaving;  at  nur  approach.  In  the  absenre  of  any  fa<'ililies 
for  lanrling,  sueh  as  wharf  Ijoat  or  anytinng  of  the  kind.  1  directed 
Commander  Caldwell  t<i  lay  his  vessel,  the  Effsrs,  alongside  the  bank, 
which  answered  a  very  f;o(Kl  purpose,  and  with  that  arrangement  and 
the  boats  of  the  squatlron  4,000  troops  were  landed  in  about  so  many 
hours,  without  accident.  As  the  artHlervnwn  of  the  expedition 
hail  not  arrived,  1  have,  at  the  requi^t  of  the  commanding  general, 
sent  oi!  shore  for  tem]»ornry  service  sonu*  -10  men  t»f  the  i^quadnm, 
under  hieutenant  Terr\',  of  this  vcrs*-!,  Io  wt»rk  their  pins. 

The  Alitntrons,  Lieutenant-Conunander  I  Ian.  will  be  the  Itearer  of 
ihiH.as  well  as  dispatches  to  General  Banks  fnnn  General  Grover.     I 
have  directed  him  to  n'turn  hei*e  as  soon  as  possible. 
Verj-  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Baton  Houye,  La. 

Admiral  F'arraolt, 

Commandiiuj  Western  (rulj  Blockiidiruj  FUet,  New  OrUa-u*. 


.V  w  it—vvi.  lU- 
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Order  of  Baar-Adminl  ram^t,  TT.  I.  Mwj,  to  OomMamdor  AUra,  U.  8.  Wvwj,  oowwdfag 

naval  fereoi. 

Flagship  Haetfoed, 

New  Orleans,  December  20,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  relative  to  the  landing  of  the 
troops  at  Baton  Rouge  and  have  forwarded  it  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary'.    1  congratulate  j'ou  that  cverj'thing  went  off  so  well. 

The  Itaaca  has  been  repaired  and  will  carrv  this  communication.     I 
may  have  to  retain  the  Albatross  and  send  her  to  Pensacola. 

Discharge  the  coal  vessel  as  soon  as  you  can  put  the  coal  on  board 
tlie  war  steamers. 

Everytliing  is  going  rapidly  forward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Faebaout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  James  Aldex, 

Commanding  V .  S.  Naval  Forces,  Baton  Rouge. 


Boport  of  BrigadisT-CtonerBl  OroTor,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  December  17,  1862. 

Sih;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  point  at  day- 
break to-day,  upon  which  the  enemy  (prol)ably  500  strong)  immeai- 
atcly  evacuated  the  town.  *  *  *  We  have  no  adequate  means 
of  debarking  our  batteries,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  have  four  pieces 
in  position  to-night.  Captain  Alden,  commanding  the  Richmond, 
ha,s  kindly  furnished  me  with  details  to  work  the  gims.  I  consider  it 
at  least  ]>ru(lcnt  tiiat  every  exertion  be  made  to  increase  the  force  here 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Captain  Alden,  commanding  the  fleet,  for 
Ills  efiirient  cooperation  in  making  our  landing.  A  few  shells  were 
dropped  around  our  position  by  the  gunboats  i)revious  to  landing. 
My  infantry  did  not  lire  a  gun. 

*  '      *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GUOVER, 

Brigadier-GeneraJ  of  1  'olunteers. 
Assistant  Adjittant-Genekal, 

Headquarters,  Banks  s  Expedition. 


[Telpgram.l 

Port  Hudson,  December  17,  1862. 
Fourteen  gunboats  and  sloops  are  at  Baton  Rouge  this  morning. 
The  Essex  has  started  up. 

W.M.  N.  R.  Beall. 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 
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Extrtu'l  JT'nn  refHtrt  of  Major-Generai  Bunkn,  U.  S.  Army,  t'omtnaruiin^ 
Dtpartmeni  of  tht  Guij. 

HiiQUs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulp.  Nineteenth  ^Vrmy  Cohps, 

Xew  OrUans.  Ikcfmher  /.V.  iSiiS  [iSO'i]. 

Sir:  My  command  rcaibed  this  port  SuiKi»y  evening,  14th  instant, 
after  a  voyage  of  tt*n  days. 

The  stoamcr  M.  Sanford  was  remirtcd  lost,  with  all  her  crew  and 
passong<*rs.  It  was,  howovrr,  ii  lalso  report.  She  struck  upon  a 
Florida  roof  but  got  off  again  without  loss.     *     ♦     * 

I  delivered  your  letter  to  Admiral  Farragut  Monday,  the  15th 
instant,  the  morning  after  my  arrival,  lie  was  much'^ratilied  to 
receive  it  and  i>r(nniscd  a  hearty  and  cordial  cooneration.  He  is 
earnest  for  worK  and  full  t>f  enthusiasm.  I  was  deli|^hted  with  him 
and  feel  assured  that  we  shall  act  together  without  difllcultv.  I  did 
not  advise  the  expedition  intrusted  to  me.  and  it  is.  therefore,  with 
greater  pleasurr*  that  I  can  say  I  think  it  the  best  movement  the  Gov- 
ernment could  enter  u|nin  at  this  season.  The  iudicat  ions  of  the  cam- 
paign are  far  more  auspicious  than  I  could  have  hoped. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  olwdient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
JIajar-Qenerai,  Vomniandin/f. 

Pke6u>ent  or  THE  United  States. 


Kxlraci  fnmt.  report  of  M ajor-Geneml  Banks,  V.  8.  Arv^y,  commanding 
Deparhneni  of  the  Gulf. 


I    Extmct 

^^^^K  TTeadquartehs  Department  of  ttie  Gtti-f. 

CiENKKAt.:  Sailing  from  Xew  York  Thursday,  the  4th  of  December, 
I  reached  this  port  on  Sunday  evening,  the  14th  of  December,  aft-er  a 
passage  of  ten  days. 

*  *    '  *  *  *  *  * 

Arriving  at  New  Orleans  on  Sunday  evening  I  delivered  to  General 
Butler  on  the  same  evening  vo"C  ordei-s  relieving  him  from  tlie  com- 
mand of  this  department,  tie  received  il  courteously  and  has  eiven 
me  all  the  assistance  I  could  wish  in  entering  upon  niv  duties.  With- 
out transshipping  troops  or  store-s.  10.000  men,  with  a  battery  of 
artillery,  .•mailed  on  Tuesday  morning  for  Hatnn  Kouge.  under  com- 
mand of  (icncnil  (irovor.  I  expect  to  learn  to-morrow  that  we  are 
in  p<>ssessinn  of  t!ie  town.  As  soon  as  the  troops  here  can  be  consoli- 
dated with  those  of  I  lie  lleet  I  sliall  move  against  Port  Hudsim.  which 
commands  the  entrance  to  lied  River.  *  *  *  Nothing  is  knomi 
with  eiTtainty  of  t!ie  movement  of  our  troops  on  the  ITppor  Missis- 
sippi, but  it  is  reported  from  rebel  sources  that  Commodore  Porter  haa 
assaulted  the  rtMiel  works  nl  Vii-ksbur-g.  •  *  *  Admiral  Farrngiit, 
to  whom  1  delivered  a  letter  from  the  President,  is  here  and  earnest 
for  work.     He  has  given  me  every  assurance  of  heart}'  cooperation 
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and  support.     His  earnestness,  enthusiasm,  and  frankness  delighted 
me,  anal  anticipaU'  a  most  satisfact^jry  result  from  our  mutiiul  lahu 

Without  I'lilcriu^  inU^  aiiv  discuHsiun  of  the  administration  of  thiil 
depart Mient,  I  am  satisfied  tliat  the  President  will  he  eonliniie*!,  uimhi 
a  full  report  of  the  faets.  in  the  measures  he  ha-s  adopted.  *  *  * 
In  my  interview  with  Admiral  Farratjut  I  eonfidentially  eomniuni- 
catcd  to  liim  your  instntetions*  in  full.     *     *     * 

1  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  ohcdient  servant, 

N.  P.  Baxk.s, 
MajoT'OenrmJ ,  Commanding, 
Major-General  IIali.kck, 

Gtneml  in  Chief. 


Letitr  from  the  Secretary  of  SUtU  in  the  Secretary  oj  tlie  Sa\ni,  tra% 
miUtnp  consular  informatian  re/jarding  lUicit  trade  across  the  Rio 
GranM. 

Departmrst  of  Statk, 

Wasliin^Um,  Decnuher  /A',  tS6^. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  j'our  c'onsi<Ieratioi 
a  eupv  of  a  ilispatch,  No.  86,  received  fivun  the  \\.  S.  ronsid  at  Luiidon, 
tojjelher  with  tfie  euelosuiv  a<;e*m)panying  it,  sliowinj^  the  manner  in 
which  an  ilHcit  trade  is  carried  <m  across  the  Kio  Grande  with  Texas. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obcflient  servant. 

William  H.  Sewaku. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Nawj. 

rEndoTMtncnt.] 

I  know  of  no  remedy  for  this  abuse  within  the  power  of  this  Depart- 
ment, for  we  can  not  blockade  the  Kio  Grande. 

The  military  operations  of  the  country  soem  necessar}'  to  stop  tliis 
traUic. 

Welles. 

[Enclnmim.] 


No.  86-1 


UNrTED  States  Consulate, 

London,  Nmrmher  JS,  iS0^, 


Sir:  T  herewith  enclose  a  document  in  relation  to  tlie  itunmer  of 
carrying  on  tne  contmUand  trade  with  the  Coiifederate-s  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  of  nmcii  importAnce.  It  shows  one  way  adopted  bvnrit- 
Lsh  merclianta  of  sending  out  supplies  by  British  steamers  under  the 
Etiglish  flag  to  be  sold  in  rebel  ports  at  a  stipulated  value  aWivo  costs 
and  cliarges..  It  also  sliows  tlie  fmnlities  they  have  mid  anMireparing 
to  ean'v  on  trade  tlintugh  Matjiiiuiras  and  Texas.  T  think  it  quit«i 
dear  that  much  the  largest  jinrtion  of  tlie  supplies  sent  from  this 
country  are  owned  and  rorwardo<l  by  rich  houses,  like  IJegI)ie's,  of 
Ijondon,  Praser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  others,  and  by  a 
sort  of  joint^stock  coneern.  like  or  similar  to  that  pointt^d  out  in  the 
letter  herewith  forwarded.  " 

1  may  here  remark  that  1  know  the  letter  to  be  genuine  and 
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copy  to  bo  a  faithful  transcript  of  the  original,  whirh  I  have  seen.  I 
know  the  person  to  whom  it  wa.s  addressed,  but  am  (tbliged  to  with- 
hold lii-s  name.  1  let  tlie  name  of  the  firm  writin}^  it  stand,  but  with 
the  undeistandintj  that  it  is  not  to  bo  made  public,  as  it  would  com- 
promise friends  lipre  and  do  far  more  harm  tlian  good. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  U.  Morse, 

Consul. 
Hon.  WuxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Subnneloaurp.l 

No.  77  CoR^^I^.L,  E.  C, 
London,  November  ^,  !86^. 

Dear  Sir:  Wc  may  state,  for  the  guidance  of  any  friends  who  may 
Xye  desirous  of  shipping  to  America,  that  arranpemont^s  have  been 
made  for  the  dispatch  of  a  vessel  by  us  to  the  Uio  Grande  abuut  liist 
week  of  Dpcemljor;  that  i-osl  of  freijjht  and  insurance  on  fjcHKls  ran 
Xx?.  )>aid  at  the  pt)rt  of  dehvery;  tlie  sei-vic*8  of  the  liifcldy  respectable 
firm  of  Mos.srs.  Brown,  Fleming  &  Co..  at  Matamoras,  have  been 
secured;  aUo  those  of  Mr.  Ketigate,  Lloyds'  agent,  an  expert  in  ct)tton 
and  who  has  been  resident  nearly  forty  j'cars  in  Texas  and  Mexico. 
Tlial  gentleman's  ser^'ices  will  l>e  of  great  value  to  shippers  in  respect 
to  his  local  knowledge  ami  inlluence,  as  also  as  regarua  agency  of  the 
inland  transit  and  landing  and  shipping  of  goods  and  cotton.  Mr. 
Harding,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Harciing,  Pullin  &  Co.,  t»f  this  cit}*,  has 
been  named  and  consented  to  act  as  fa<;tor  for  the  receiving  of  the 
proceeds  in  cotton,  and  the  equal  distribution  of  same  to  the  shippers, 
according  to  value  of  respective  sliipment^,  and  who  will  effect  the 
neces.'Sftrv  in.surance.  Further,  a  Mr.  Begbie,  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  hohls  a  contract  from  that  Government  whereby  he  is  to 
receive  100  percent  on  invoice  cost,  payable  in  cotton  at  specie  value, 
clear  of  all  charges  of  freights,  etc.,  for  any  goods  he  may  deliver  into 
tlie  Confederate  States,  Said  contract  lias  been  authenticated  by 
Mr.  Masun  and  othei-a.  He  i.s  willing  to  share  same,  say  to  the  extent 
of  50  per  cent,  with  any  houses  who  may  feel  iucUned  to  ship.  More- 
over. .sai<l  parties  are  at  liberty  to  send  out  their  own  suj)ercargoes, 
and  if  the  goods  can  meet  with  a  better  market,  shippers  !>y  our  vt»s- 
sels  may  avail  themselves  of  said  contract  or  not,  but  in  the  latter 
case  there  will  be  no  certainty  of  getting  cotton  back,  as  the  wagon 
traffic  can  not  be  properly  carried  out  without  the  aid  of  Government 
Rutipoi-t  in  shape  of  teamsters  to  attend  to  cattle,  and  which  the  Con- 
federate Government  will  supply  fi"oni  the  Army  tofat'ilitate  the  inland 
tran.sport  of  goo<is  an<I  t\\v.  brmging  buck  of  c<ttton  for  the  contract. 

In  the  event  of  peace  or  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  C'onfederate 
Goverament,  by  the  contract,  hinds  itself  U}  receive  goods  that  are 
shipped  but  not  deUvered.  and  for  any  orders  not  shipped  but  in  course 
of  same  10  percent  profit'^  upon  invoice  cost,  and  charges. 

Any  further  infonnation  you  may  re<|uirtt  wo  sliall  be  happy  to  give 
our  l>esl  eiTorts  to  obtain  from  the  respective  parties  interestecl. 
Wc  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  truly, 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  (ke 
Namj,  commevding  the  eMciency  of  Commodore  Van  Brunt,  U.  S. 
Navy,  in  fitting  out  expedition  at  New  Yorlc. 

New  Orleans,  December  19,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
you  for  the  services  rendered  to  the  Government  bj  Commodore  Van 
ferunt,  at  New  York,  in  fitting  out  my  expedition.  They  were 
important  and  contributed  materially  to  nasten  my  departure  from 
that  port.  In  all  my  intercoui-se  with  the  commodore  I  found  him 
earncvst,  cordial,  and  competent  for  every  duty.  I  beg  to  commend 
him  to  your  favor. 

My  acquaintance  with  Admiral  Farragut  and  the  naval  officers 
stationed  in  the  Gulf  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  I  anticipate 
perfect  cooperation  and  complete  succejss  m  the  operations  of  these 
two  branches  of  the  public  service.  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  cour- 
tesies and  assistance,  and  believe  me, 

Very  truly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Natry. 


Order  oj  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Na\yy,  to  Commodore  Hitchcock j 

U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  destruction  of  salt  works. 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  cO,  [1862]. 
Sir:  Whenever,  in  your  opinion,  one  of  the  saiHng  vessels  can  be 
spared  for  the  niirpose.  I  wish  you  to  send  up  the  coast  to  look  out  for 
and  dejstroy  salt  works  as  far  as  St.  Andrew's  Ba\'. 
Very  resj>t'('tiully,  etc., 

1).  G.  Farragut, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Commodore  HiTCiicot'K. 


Order  oj  Rear-Admirnl  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Hitchcock, 
U .  S.  Nary,  restricting  the  e.r.porf/ifit>n.  oj  wn//^.s\ 

Flagship  Uauti-x)ki), 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  ,.'/,  1862. 

Sir:  General  Banks  having  a  military  necessity  for  more  mules 
and  horses  than  ho  can  obtain,  requests  that  the  Navy  will  not  permit 
any  such  animals  to  be  exportetl.  You  will  therefore  not  permit  any 
such  exportation  from  any  ports  under  your  <;ontrol  until  further 
orders. 

1).  G.    I'\\HKAGUT, 

Hear- Admiral, 
Commodore  Hitchcock. 
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OnUr  oj  Rear- Admiral  Ftirra^nt,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Commotlorf  Hrll,  U.  S. 
Navy,  rrynniiiuj  a  coopemthe  mnmment  ntfainst  Vickshurg. 

Flagship  Hartfouo, 

•  Ntnr  OrleatiJt,  Dftfimhrr  .?.^,  /iW;?. 

Dp.ar  roM-MOix>RK:  1  send  you  by  the  AHtnlruHK  titiplicutrs  of  let- 
ters* stmt  you  a  wci'k  af;o  hv  tlie  Sykftt.  siner  wiii'ii  I  Imvo  liad  no  news 
of  tlio  Stjkffi  or  oC  you,  una  I  bopn  to  Tcol  unposy  jis  to  the  safety  of 
my  oominunications  to  yourself  and  Commodore  I^tchco(^k.  and  send 
the  duplicates  to  hasten  you  along.  General  Hanks  is  hurrying  up 
things,  and  I  fear  we  will  not  have  tlie  mortar  boats  here  ready,  and 
the  Sportsman,  also,  with  our  anununilion.  I  trusL  th.at  >'<>"*"  «Iiip  is 
not  so  niurh  out  of  onk'V  us  to  delay  you  beyond  this  week.  General 
lianks  talks  of  beinj;  at  Vicksburg  m  a  fortnight,  but  of  cimrse  he 
does  not  kniiw  the  dillirulties  to  be  eneiiuntered,  but  he  has  a  Inr^e 
force  and  much  must  be  done  ui  a  short  time.  The  re|H>rt  here  is 
that  another  great  battle  has  been  fougltt  in  Virginia;  also  that  they 
are  fighting  at  Viekshurg,  imt  both  may  be  false;  but  hurry  up. 
Verj'  truly  and  res|jeetfully,  vours, 

n.  G.  Fauraoit, 

,Rear'Adniirai. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Coimnanding  at  Pensacola. 


Ordfr  of  Comnn  dore  Bell.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  cmnviavdiny  oijicfra  nj  the 
mortar  jh-et  to  report  to  Bear-Adjii'tra!  Famiyuf,  U.  S.  Aai>?/,  at  New 
Orleans. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 
Pfnsai'ola  Bay,  Dtrember  2:2,  ISO'J. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans  without  delay  with  the  V.  S.  mortar 

ooner  ,  under  your  command,  ari'l  report  upon  your 

rival  there  to  Uear-Admiral  I).  G.  Farnigut. 
Take  the  Pass  u  lOutre,  and  on  arriving  there,  if  the  wind  does  not 
serve,  employ  a  tug  to  take  the  live  mortar  vessels  in  tow  to  the  city. 
Very  rest)o<;ifuUy, 

H.  H.  Bku., 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

The  above  wils  sent  to  Acting  Master  llenrr  Brown,  commanding 
mortar  8rho<mer  dohn  Orifjitk:  Acting  Master  Francis  E.  Blanchard, 
commanding  mortar  scluKjner  OnrtUi:  Acting  Master  Abraham  Chris- 
lian.  conunanding  mortar  schooner  Sanih  Bnien:  Acting  Master 
Wn.-^hington  Gtulfrry.  cotninniiding  mortar  .•■ichrtoner  O.  //.  Lee; 
Acting  Mnsicr  Thomas  II.  Baker,  commanding  mortar  brig  .SVy/  /''mr/n; 
Acting  Ma.ster  David  P.  Heath,  commanding  barkenline  Horace  Beats. 

*Soo  onlvra  Furrogul  tu  Boll,  December  10. 18ti2. 


J 
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Instmciions  frmn  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  tc  Commodore  HUeh- 
cock,  17.  S.  Namj,  in  view  of  departure  of  Ike  former  for  th£  Mississippi 
River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Pensacola  Bay,  December  :23,  186  L 

Sib:  The  rear-admiral  having  ordered  me  into  the  river  Mississippi 
with  the  Brooklyn,  and  to  leave  the  blockade  of  Mobile  Bay  and  the 
adjacent  coasts  m  your  hands,  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  iuiormation 
copies  of  the  admiral's  instructions  which  remain  yet  unfinished. 

Paper  marked  "A"*  relates  to  blockade. 

Paper  marked  "B"*  relates  to  forwarding  supplies  into  the  river. 
In  addition  to  the  admiral's  order  for  supplies,  I  nave  directed  Com- 
mander ColvocoresHcs  to  proceed  with  the  storeship  Supply  to  New 
Orleans. 

Paper  marked  "C"*  indicates  the  disposition  of  the  several  vessels 
composing  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

You  are  requested  to  forward  the  mortar  vessels,  five  in  number,  as 
fast  as  they  get  read}- ;  also  the  storcships  referred  to  by  the  admiral. 

In  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  admiral,  I  have  ordered 
('aptain  Gibson,  of  the  Potomac,  to  transfer  100  men  to  the  river  fleet, 
SO  to  come  to  the  Brooklyn,  and  20,  viz,  10  seaman  and  10  ordmarj' 
Hoamen,  to  be  sent  with  tlioir  accounts,  etc.,  to  the  bark  Kukn,  to 
iiHsist  in  taking  her  to  New  Orleans. 

I*lease  have  tliis  last  attended  to,  if  I  should  go  before.     I  expert 
to  sail  to-day  or  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commod/fre. 

Cdiniuodoro  K.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Commanding  [I.  S.  S.  Sjisquehanna,  Penmcola  Bay,  Fla, 


Hr*!*-!'  of  Ucar-Admiral  Farragut,  U .  S.  Namj,  to  Commodore  Hitchcock, 
II .  S.  Xary,  referring  to  the  expected  movements  of  tlte  C.  S.  S.  Oreto 
{Florida). ' 

Flaosiiip  Hartford, 
N^ew  Orleans,  December  2S,  1862. 

I  Hi  AH  Commodork:  You  must  go  ahead  and  uct  according  to  your 
(is\  II  jihlgiucnl  ill  nil  matters  wiierc  y^m  are  at  a  loss  to  know  my  views, 
iitul  III'  ufiMurcd  (luit  1  will  always  be  ready  to  endorse  your  good  inten- 
llniiii  o\rii  if  I  should  disagree  with  you  on  any  pnrticular  point.  I 
bi(V,ti(  In  Mi'iid  you  a  stovo  or  galley  for  the  Sam  Houston.  I  will  do 
nil,  lUid  Null  i'lm  si'iid  her  up  the  coast  with  the  Bohlo  to  destroy  the 
tiiiil  s\iiil\H  i  luivc  just  seen  a  surgeon  who  escaped  from  Mobile. 
\\\\  triU  iiM»  I  hilt  the  old  information  in  respect  to  the  gunboats  and 
(uiii'i  lit  Mtihih*  in  correct.  The  two  rams  at  Sclma  are  still  high  and 
ill  \  K  hu>  \n  tiiii,shfMl  iind  only  awaits  8  feet  rise  in  the  river  to  launch 
\\\\\  'I'lie  ihtto  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  prol)ably  before  you 
uot  tltH,  nriHlie  wiiH  to  leave  Havana  on  the  20th,  and  anotlior  steamer. 
A  Hi'liixtiiei'  inn  iti  a  few  days  since,  no  doubt  with  arms,  etc. 

'IVII  ('aplain  .lenkins  that  they  will  have  to  keep  brigiit  lookout,  as 
I'hity  uh*  K*'"*K  '"  ahandou  the  large  steamer  system  for  the  small 

*  Not  found. 
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sailing  vosspIs  tlint  pud  run  over  nil  the  shoaU,  and  alsti  thai  ilioy  talk 
ol'  forcing;  Uw  lilofkudo.  which  T  tlim'l.  holtpvc.  T  will  horrow  money 
anil  staui  you  if  it  don't  arrive  in  ii  few  dayH. 

D.  G.  Fajcraout, 
Comniodoro  lirrciicocK. 


Mcmoratidum  from  paptrs  of  Captain  Jenhirui,  U.  S.  Navy. 

OpFirE  4»F  Prov(jst-Marshal, 

Penmcoln,  Fla.,  Uece-mher  2S,  1S62. 

Sm;  Two  drsprtors  from  Mobile  came  in  last  night,  one  of  whom 
had  lK**'n  employed  on  ^unl>oiit  Morgan.  B[o  reports  the  following 
naval  foivc  at  Xfuliilo; 

Miinjnn,  <lrHvv.s  f>  feet,  liver  boat;  boUers  and  cylinders  iron,  pro- 
tected;  urn>anient,  ten  H2-pounders  (riiled). 

Oainfs,  sister  vessel;  bows  jilated;  one  len^h  piated  14  feet; 
draws  7*;   Hrmunient  the  same. 

Sehna,  an  outride  l>oat;  one  IX-inch  Dahlgren,  one  8-inch  Columbiad, 
two  32-pounders  (rifled). 

Schooner  *'l/cr(.  one  32  (rifled). 

Ham  battery,  plut^jd  with  2-inch  iron  (failure);  5  guns. 

fheto,  lavs  1^1  miles  down  the  bay;  nrmunient,  six  ;J2-paundoru, 
two  7\  incfies;   all  rifled;    two  24-pounder  howitzers. 

Two  rains  nearly  finished  at  Selma. 


(Jrder  of  Hear-Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Hitchcock; 
U.  S.  Nmyy,  regarding  (he  U .  S.  S.  flattrmM. 

Fi^osiiip  Hartfoud, 
New  OHeaiiM,  DeA:t^mber  :iS,  IS^2. 
Sre:  You  will  order  the  ffaltenut  to  report  to  me  for  duty  in  tfiis 
river,  in  order  that  she  may  run  the  vegetation  and  haniaolea  oflT  her 
bottom,  as  the  cumniander  reports  her  scarcely  lit  fur  service. 
\ery  roajiect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAOtrr, 

liear-Admirai. 
Commodore  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Coramonding  lyUn^ion  of  Weatertt  Oulf  Bhfckading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Dell,  U.  S.  Naiy.  regarding  the  execution  of  orders 
reganiing  the  mortar  vemeh,  etc. 

U.  fi.  iSTEAM  Sloop  Brookm'n, 
Penaacola  Hag,  December  ^,  IS62. 
Sir:  The  st^^amer  Alhatroitit  arrivtvi  hero  yesterday,  bringing  mo  a 
duplicate  of  ytnir  order  dated  thr  IGth  December. 
.  A^H'aldy  thereto,  the  mortar  versels  have  been  dispat^hrd.  and 
the  SporfxmaTi  and  the  A'u/un  will  be  ready  to-morrow  or  next  day,  and 
the  storeship  Supply  is  at  present  underway  with  orders  to  proceed  to 
New  Orleans. 
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This  ship  is  nuw  riMcivin^  Iierdralt  fnmi  the  Ptitomac,  and  wUl  prob- 
ably leuv(^  luTt'  in  ati  liours  Liiiuv 

Vpry  rospro* fully,  vour  obmlioni  servant, 

H.  H.  Bcix. 
Comtttoilore. 
Rear-A(lmir»l  D.  CJ.  Fakkaoi't, 
Comdg.  WtsUtru  (tulj  Wwktulrug  Stjuailron,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Letter  jrom  Commodore  Hitcficork,  U.  S.  Nat^y,  to  Captain  Jenkins^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  rtganiinff  general  matters. 

Pensacola.  Decrmt>fr  ^4,  iSOS. 

Mt  Dkar  Jenkins:  Wisli  you  a  merry  Chrialnuia;  yes,  I  do,  with 
all  my  hoart. 

Bell  is  off  this  morning  witii  his  fleet  for  the  river,  six  of  the  bomb 
ve.ssels,  storeship  Supphj.  and  h'uhn.  Sportsman,  etc. 

The  next  ihiiij^  is  what  are  we  to  do?  Commodore  Hell  sa\'s  he 
shall  see  what  dauiaj^je  you  liuve  had.  if  any:  send  you  at  once  here, 
for  me  to  come  down  and  relieve  his  ship  with  this,    Wetl! 

This  ship  is  n<»t  in  a  ti]U(ii>  condition  to  p>  off  Mobile,  but  1  am 
ready  to  do  the  best  I  can.  I  think  il  very  desirable  that  I  should  be 
here  when  the  supply  steamer  arrives,  not  thivt  I  am  so  confounded 
smart,  but  things  are  decidedly  in  a  nmas  liere,  from  the  admiral  hav- 
ing kept  few  accounts,  storekeeper  ditto. 

As  1  have  said  before,  if  you  tliink  yciu  should  come  at  once,  you 
have  only  ti>  send  ine  wortf  and  1  come.  I  tlo  not  know  when  the 
supply  steamer  witl  come.     I!  not  here  in  a  week  I  will  come  anyhow. 

Il  tnere  is  anything  that  can  be  done  in  advance  for  your  siiip.  3'ou 
had  best  send  us  wnnl  and  let  us  get  ready  fv>r  you;  you  know  we 
have  but  little  here.  Vour  carj)enter  might  tell  us  of  something  that 
we  could  work  at  iu  advance  of  your  coming.  How  long  do  you  think 
it  will  take  to  fix  you  up^ 

(\imman<ler  Alden  has  the  command  of  all  the  navni  forces  that 
went  with  the  army  Ut  take  Baton  Ituuge;  they  ttKjk  it  afl^'r  slielling 
about  it,  but  the  rebels  hud  gone. 

I  said  Bell  was  ofT  with  some  eight  or  ten  vessels.  1  am  to  get, the 
store  veiwels  off. 

The  Keiinrhec  will  yet  off  about  ^Saturday.     Send  one  at  a  lime, 
and  say  what  you  wish  done  to  them. 
In  haste,  truly,  as  ever,  yom-s, 

K.  B.  IlnxucocK. 

I  send  you  some  papers. 

Joint  capture  oj  steamer  Bloomer  in  Choctawhatckee  Hiver,  December 

Xaport  of  OoBiDEiider  Oibtoo,  V.  8.  Htvy,  oommuiding  IT.  B.  ihlp  Potomau. 

U.  S.  Siiir  Potomac, 
Frnsacota,  Januanj  2,  tS6S, 
Sir:  I  send  herewith  a  rejmrt  of  .\cting  Master  Bruner.  (he  oificer 
commanding  at  the  Kast.  Fuss,  in  rehition  to  mi  expedition  wliich  he 
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ajndiictrtl  up  the  ChucLnwhttU'liep  Uivor,  resulting  in  the  eanturo  of  a 
Htorn-whcel  steamer  ralU>d  the  Hlonmfr,  Awornpanyinj;  Lnis  roport 
I  sent!  a  letter  frani  Brigadier-Cicneral  Ncal  Dtm,  cliiinnnfc  thesteuiner 
as  a  prize  to  the  army,  on  the  ground  of  Iiis  haviiiL'  sent  a  lioiitenunt 
and  squad  of  '2t^  uuMi  for  tlie  pur|>o!>e  of  niukini;  iJiis  eapture.  It  is 
very  evident  from  llie  i-ouort  of  Actinjj  Master  IJruner  that  all  tl»e 
lahor  in  getting  the  niacniner^'  in  working  onier,  the  working  the 
boal  down  (he  riv*T,  and  bringing  her  safely  to  the  navy  yard  was 
eilccted  solely  by  his  men;  the  heittenant  who  was  in  command  of  the 
squad  of  soldiei^  (»knowle<iging  candidly  that  the  prize  belonged  of 
righ.  to  the  uaval  part  of  Iho  expedition.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  it 
may  be  so  decided,  and  that  those  who  performed  the  work  of  tliia 
anbuxis  expedition  may  enjoy  the  credit  of  it. 

Kespeeirully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GmHON, 

(Utmmaiider, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  (J.  Farraout, 

Conui/j.  W^st  Gitlj  Bfockad'mtj  SiptaJnni,  New  Orhaius. 


B«port  of  Acting  Hast«r  Braser,  U.  8.  Stsj. 

U.  S.  FnioATE  Potomac, 
Pensacola  Hay,  Januanj  2,  t86S. 

Sir:  When  T  was  orderp<I  to  Chorlawhatehee  Bay,  nearly  four 
months  ago,  I  received  information  that  a  steamer  talletl  the  Bloomrr 
wa>  lying  up  the  Chnclawhatirhee  Kiver,  ISO  miles  abuve  its  entrance 
into  the  bay,  tind  close  to  a  towii  ealled  Geneva,  in  tlie  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

1  eont-euiplated  at  difforont  times  preparing  an  expedition  ft)r  tlie 
purpose  of  seizing  the  steamer,  but  not  having  suflieient  force  I  post- 
poned it  from  time  to  lime  lyilil  I  b*'eamo  better  prepai-ed.  Aoout 
the  hitt-er  part  of  \oveml>er  IjieuLemmt  Stewaj't,  of  tin*.  Ninety-Ui'st 
New  York  VDliiiitecrs,  came  to  mv  vessel,  llien  lying  ut  East  Pass. 
He  said  that  ho  wa^  "on  a  scout/  and  remained  witTi  me  ^\\c  days, 
during  wiiich  time  we  made  a  partial  arrangement  to  ascend  the  Choc- 
tawhatehee  Kiver  in  coiuptuiy,  he  to  furnish  a  detiiehment  of  soldiers 
an<l  I  to  tak<'  t!ie  men  under  my  eonimand.  On  or  about  the  1 7th  of 
December  Lieutenant  Stewart  returned  to  Kast  Pass  with  a  (Jetach- 
ment  of  Ii5  men  ami  remained  at  my  camp  wliile  I  went  to  tln^  Potonmc 
for  an  extra  boat,  for  transportation,  and  extrn  *irnis,  ete.  When  I 
returned  to  the  pass  I  received  on  board  the  schoitner  (■harlotu  Lieu- 
tenant Stewart  and  his  eonnnaud  and  pruceedeil  up  the  bay  Ui  La 
Grange  Bayou,  10  miles  distant.  I  sent  Master's  Mate  Crissey  with 
the  i-aroline  in  advance  with  ortlers  to  secure  Ihe  pilot,  wluch  he  had 
aceomphshed  by  the  time  we  arrived. 

We  reached  La  Grange  Bayou  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oecendier 
24.  On  Thursday  morning  I  sent  Lieutenant  Stewart  and  Master's 
Mate  Crissey  with  two  boat's  crews  to  the  Four-Mile  Landing  and 
diret:ted  them  to  press  into  service  all  the  horses  and  teams  tliat  could 
be  found.  1  then  i>Iaee<I  in  the  launch  my  howitzer  and  oarriage, 
twenty-four  rounds  of  ammunition,  the  provision.^,  and  all  tlie  men 
wlio  liad  not  yet  started.    1  left  Coxswain  Mallory  with  5  men  in 
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charpo  of  tho  vnsfleLs.  I  found  wlu*n  I  arrived  at  the  Innding  a  num- 
boi*  of  hoi*ses  and  toams  si^ciu-od.  1  altaohod  my  giin  to  a  team, 
loaded  tho  provisions,  and  had  f  verytliin^  ready  l>v  'i  o'clock,  at  which  i 
lime  wp  slart<>d.  We  travolini  Id  miles  hofore  eucamping.  The  next 
morning  (I'^iday)  at  f>  o'clock  we  a£:ain  started  and  traveled  all  day,  I 
ent;anipin<i:  in  the  evening  17  miles  from  Geneva.  At  H  o'ehx-k  p.  m. 
I  (jrdorcd  a  citizen  volunteer  to  take  a  horse  and  proceed  to  ascertain 
if  the  route  was  clear  before  us.  and  also  if  the  steamboat  was  afloat.  ■ 
Lieutenant  Stewart  aiul  am>tiier  person  volunteered  to  accompany 
him.  Tlie  scout  returned  in  the  evening  and  reported  that  everv- 
thin»r  was  right  and  that  Lieutenant  Stewart  had  remained.  C^n 
Saturduv  morning  at  ;i  o'clock  T  ordered  Mr.Crisaey  t<»  take20  men  and 
make  a  forced  march  to  the  steamer.  At  I  o*ch>ck  I  st-arted  with  the 
main  bodv  and  reaclied  the  steamer  at  1 1  o'clock  the  same  morning. 
We  foiinti  the  steamer  could  be  put  in  running  order  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

1  ordered  -lohn  Mason,  Ciiaries  Coady .  and  Charles  Clark,  of  my  own 
command,  and  a  Mr.  Colvin  (a  refugee),  all  engineers,  to  get  to  work 
under  tlie  direction  of  John  Mason,  wlio  is  a  practical  engineer,  to  put 
tho  machinery  in  nmning  order,  and  Thomas  Devine  and  I^ouis  Len- 
now  to  examine  the  boilers  anci  act  as  iiremen;  Mr.  Jones,  the  pilot, 
to  take  William  Moran  and  -lohn  Scott  as  assistants  and  get  the  wheel 
and  bell  ropes  rove  and  ready  for  use.  Master's  Mate  Crissey  took 
Quart(?ir  Gunner  Bell  and  Coxawaiti  Quinn,  with  the  balance  of  l!ie 
crow,  and  cleared  the  deck.  At  S  o'clock  a.  m.  eveiytliLng  was 
n»ported  ready,  but  upon  getting  up  steam  a  hole  was  found  in  one  of 
the  boilers,  and  we  were  obliged  to  let  the  steam  go  down  again  in 
order  to  repair  il,  which  took  until  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  everything 
being  readv  wv  started. 

Alter  running  two  ami  a  half  days  in  one  of  the  ver^'  worst  rivers  I 
have  over  been  m,  and  expecting  t**  be  fii-ed  upon  at  any  moment,  we  < 
returned  safely  aUuigside  the  ('kartotie,  I 

As  soon  as  we  came  t*>  anchor  my  crew  requested  to  know  from  llie 
oflicers  of  the  exi^dilion  how  the  steamer  which  they  bad  tluis 
obtained  was  to  be  disposed  uf,  and  said  that  tliey  had  clone  all  tho 
work,  had  bi-ought  her  out  of  the  river,  and  tlicreu>re  claimod  her  as 
their  prixe  exclusively. 

I  thereupon  consulted  with  Lieutenant  Stewart,  who  in  tho  pres- 
ence of  my  crew  said  that  all  he  wished  wa.*!  Irans]>ortation  to  Pensa- 
cola.  I  then  ortlered  part  of  my  crew  to  remain  on  board  the  steamer, 
with  the  engineers  and  firemen,  and  landed  Lieutenant  Stewart  and 
his  command  at  Pensacola,  after  wliicb  I  brought  the  steamer  to  the 
navy  yard. 

It  w  ill  be  seen  by  tlie  alK»ve  stat^-menl  that  I  furnished  from  my  own 
command  the  engineei-s,  firemen,  helmsmen,  deck  hands,  ami  pilot  who 
got  the  steamer  ready  and  worked  her  down  the  river.  I  also  fur- 
ui.shed  the  howitzer,  animunilion,  etc. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  stating  here  that  a  scout  named  Cross, 
omployp<l  by  the  army,  who  accompanied  the  expedition,  was  mutinous 
in  his  conduct,  causing  miscliief  and  dissatisfaction  amongst  my  men. 
and  thereby  ba/arding  the  success  uf  the  expedition  and  the  safety  of 
all  concerned  in  it. 
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In  conclusion.  1  beg  leave  to  mention  Acting  Master's  Mate  (Jrissey 
as  beinc  my  main  and  etlieicMit  su|>i>ort  in  this  expedition. 
Res|)CclfiiIly,  your  obcdifut  servant, 

E.  D.  Bkhnek. 
Acting  Mauler,  U.  S.  Xavtj,  Comuuitidiu^  Sclutoiur  Cluirlotte, 

Conmiauder  Alexander  Gibson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Covitnanditig  Frigaie  Potomac. 


Ii«tt«r  from  Brtgftdier-Oenerft,]  Sow.  U.  8.  Army,  to  senior  nftval  offlcar  at  Pontaoola, 
aikiag  that  the  prise  be  g^tveo  to  Armj. 

Headquarters, 

Pensaeola,  Jammnj  ! ,  1863. 
Dear  Sir:  Onthe  14th  December  Isenfcan  expedition,  undcrcom- 
mand  of  Lieutenant  Stewart,  of  the  Ninety-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers, to  seize  a  steamer  lying  far  up  iho  Choc  taw  hate  bee  Kiver. 

That  purfKise  was  siiecessfully  ace(implishe<l  by  him,  and  tliis 
moment  a  rumor  comes  to  mt*  that  Captain  Brnncr,  who  volunteered 
to  join  the  rxncditidn,  rlainis  the  stratner  fur  tbr  Navy. 

1  confidently  rely  upon  it  that  you  will  at  once  order  the  vessel  to  be 
roturmMl  to  tliis  command. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Nbal  Dow, 
Brigadier'Geiieral,  Commanding. 
Semuk  Naval  Oificer, 

Commanding  fleet  on  this  Station, 


Lottor  from  Brigadier •CNtneral  Dow,  \J.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  FartaKnt,  tT.  8.  Hkwj. 

Heamqcakters, 

Pensacola,  Januanj  *,  tS6S. 

Dear  Aj^miral:  On  tlie  '24tli  ultimo  I  sent  an  expedition  of  25  men, 
imdcr  Lieutfuant  Stewart,  of  the  Niiietv-lLrst  New  Ynrk  Volunteers, 
to  sA'U.v  a  steamer  [Bhntma']  lying  in  the  f'hoctawhalchee  Kiver,  about 
300  miles  from  its  mouth. 

At  East  Pa-Hs  Mr.  Bniiier,  of  the  blo<!kading  schooner,  voluiiteen*d 
to  join  the  party  to  scixe  a  schooner  lying  near  the  steamer.  During 
the  march  of  41  milcH  Mr.  Bnrner  was  vorj-  eaniesl  to  retiini,  as  citi- 
zens said  there  were  a*'veral  companies  of  rebel  cavalry  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, but  my  oliicer  refuse<l  to  retreat.  At  23  miles  from  tlie  ves- 
sel thoy  wereiLssured  that  she  was^unk,  and  Mr.  Brnncr  Insisted  noon 
H  retreat.  My  ofllcer  said  he  would  have  a  piece  of  the  sti'uiiier  if  lie 
had  to  dive  for  it,  »Ti<J  immediately  startetl  ufTon  agalh)]),  only  a  guide 
wconipanying  him,  an<l  pushed  thn>ugh  without  .sleepmg  and  seiz-ed 
the  steamer  at  dayiight  next  morning.  My  olRcer  sent  word  back 
to  tlie  party  by  a  ritiwn  and  proceeded  immediately  Ui  haul  the  ves- 
sel inti»  the  middle  of  the  river  and  to  make  the  wlioelhouse  bullet- 
proof, a.s  he  expect<'d  to  be  iitl  iicked  by  giuTrilhis. 

In  about  twenty-four  hours  the  party  arrived.  My  oflieer  took  on 
board  some  articles  from  Mr.  Brunera  vessel  and  proceeded  to  this 
port.    On  Ids  arrival  here  Mr.  Bruner  took  the  atewm^ix  Vi  \Va  Tia?r^ 
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yard  to  land  hU  tUingis,  telling:  my  officer  that  he  would  rctuni  her 
next  day  at  1  p.  iii.,  Kince  whieh  lime  I  have  not  seen  hiiu  or  the 
steanifr. 

1  addressed  a  note  to  the  senior  nai-al  officer  in  conmiand  on  this 
station,  but  ho  declined  to  take  the  smallest  notice  of  it,  retainiiit;  the 
steamer.  The  scliooner  was  in  tlie  rivt^r.  but  Mr.  Bruner  declined  to 
take  it  alon^,  on  tlie  j;roun<l  tluit  there  was  not  time. 

I  am  sure,  my  dear  ailinital.  that  voii  will  not  eouDtenance  this  pro- 
ceeding iiiili'ss  yiMi  t  hink  it  rij;ht  and  proper. 
I  am.  very  truly,  yours, 

Xral  Dow, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Reoi'-Admiral  Farkaovt, 

Conimandiiit/  Navtil  Forcett  in  the  Gulf. 


Latter  from  RMr-Admirtl  Furrajat.  V.  i.  ITav;,  to  KaJor-OoooTal  Banks,  U.  S.  Array. 

Flaosiup  Hartfouh.  Jamutnj  9.  tftff.^. 
Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  January-  2,  and  shall 
write  immeihal^ly  to  Commodore  femil.h  to  have  tlio  matter  investi- 
gated, for  as  the  affair  now  st.an<ls  l>pforc  me  it  appeans  to  be  a  mere 
matter  of  veracity  between  Lieutenant  Stewart,  of  the  Xinely-first 
Volunteers,  and  Mr.  Bruner.  whose  statements  are  as  opposite  as  it  ia 
possible  to  eoneeive,  but  it  shall  be  fairly  investijrat<*a  before  disin- 
trrested  parties  and  the  ii  e.ssei  delivered  over  to  the  court  for  «<ljudi- 
cation  at  New  Orleans.  I  regret  there  should  be  any  misunderstand- 
ing on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  FARJtiVOUT. 

General  N,  P.  Ban&s, 


LotUr  from  tli«  BeonUry  of  War  to  tli«  Soorotary  of  Che  Vnrj. 

War  I>ei'autment, 
M-aJihiiigton  City,  Ffhruanj  tS,  ISG3. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter*  of 
Brigadicr-(ienerHl  Ncal  Dow,  commanding  at  IVnsacola,  to  which  1 
rcs|M'etfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Navy  Department. 
I  am,  sir.  veni'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Edwi.n  M.  Stanton, 

Secrettirtj  of  War. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli.e.s. 

Secretary  of  Uic  Navy. 


Lettar  fkxim  the  ftoentary  of  tho  llavj:  to  tbe  Soorotary  of  War. 

Navt  Department.  Fthruary  W,  1863. 
Sm:  T  have  the  honor  to  »<;kuowledgo  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  ISth  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  communication  from  Briga- 

*Sub«tanlialIy  Iho  samn  a^  kttor  of  Januaiy  2, 1863,  Dow  tu  Karmgut. 
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dior-tionorul  Noal  I><j\v.  ooimiianding  at  Ponsiu^ola.  and  to  inform 
you  that  Hoar-Admiral  Farragut's  attontion  has  been  called  to  the 
subject  of  General  Oow's  loiter. 
1  hui.  pt'sjwotrullji'.  etc. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secntary  of  Navy. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton, 

SecreUinj  of  War. 


Report  of  Commanfifr  Parroti^  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S. 
Auffusia,  regarding  convoy  duty  performrd  by  that  vts«d. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Knj  West,  Decembfr  26,  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  soon  after  leaving  Hampton 
Uoads,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  portion  of  the  Banks  expedition  under 
our  convoy  was  partially  dispersed  diirinfj  a  <;ale.  We  remained  with 
the  ship  of  the  coniniandintr  fjeneral  and  the  ufhers  still  in  company, 
and  arrived  at  Ship  Island  on  the  I3t!i  instant.  All  uf  the  vessels 
which  left  Hampton  Uttads  with  us  hud  arrived  before  vie  left  on  the 
I.Sth,  except  the  Thtinifs,  whicli,  we  have  learned,  had  been  con- 
demned at  Port  Koyal  and  her  troops  sent  on  in  sailing  vessels,  and 
the  Georqfs  Crfeh,  which  has  since  proceeded  on  frou]  this  port,  The 
Curlf'w  also  got  on  shore  during  the  night  outside  id  Ship  Island  Har- 
bor. We  immediately  landed  her  troops,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
boats  of  tlie  Vinrfnitfs.  and  niude  dispositions  by  wliicb  she  was  safely 
got  off  after  the  removal  of  her  cat^o. 

All  of  the  steamers  of  the  exjiedltion  which  are  known  to  have  left 
New  York  have  arrived  at  Sinn  Island,  or  are  on  the  way  from  this 
place,  except  the  M.  Sanjofd,  lost  on  Florida  Ueefs,  and  her  trtuips 
sent  on  from  this  port,  and  the  steamers  Conlln^ntat ,  Qmnnehiug, 
ShfiucWt,  Promttheujf,  and  Jersey  Blur  not  yet  heard  from.  None 
of  the  sailing  vessels  have  been  heard  from. 

At  the  request  of  the  general  commanding  at  Ship  Island,  we 
touched  at  Ilavana  and  Key  West  on  our  return,  that  we  might  get 
inft^nnation  of  the  progress  of  the  expedili()n,  and  at  the  latter  place 
also  to  coal,  as  a  full  supply  ctnild  not  he  spared  at  Ship  Island. 

In  con.sequence  of  the  informntitm  of  the  capture  oT  the  Cnlirornia 
mail  steamer  bv  the  rebel  steamer  Ahbamn,  we  ore  now  ordered  by 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodonis  Bailey  to  proceed  to  Aspinwalt  and 
ofTer  convoy  to  the  California  mail  steamers  bound  north.  Wo  leave 
immediately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  G.  Pabrott, 

Ctxmmander. 
_    Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  conceviraiion 
of  the  enemy's  forces  about  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Baton  Rouge,  December  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  I  sent  the  Essex  on  Wednes- 
day to  make  a  reconnoissancc  at  and  about  Port  Hudson.  She 
returned  the  same  evening,  having  executed  the  duty  without  inter- 
ruption from  the  enemy.  Commander  Caldwell  reports  everything 
about  the  fortifications  appearing  as  when  he  was  last  there,  except 
that  what  then  seemed  like  an  irregular  mound  of  earth,  hastily 
thrown  up,  is  now  surmounted  by  a  oattery  of  six  or  seven  heavy 
guns.  This  addition  of  his  already  extensive  preparations  would 
mdicate  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  all  his  available  means  in 
heavy  artillery,  etc.,  at  that  one  point,  a  movement  that  I  should  be 
disposed  to  look  upon  as  fortunate  for  us,  for  we  shall  have  a  chance 
to  secure  by  one  blow  all  those  troublesome  hindrances  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  wliile  if  they  were  scattered  along  its  length,  it 
might  take  us  months  to  root  tliem  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  tnily, 

James  Alden. 
Admiral  Farragut, 

Commander-in-Chief,  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Qvlf  Fleet. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  If.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commxinding  offi- 
cer off  Mobile,  urging  vigilan<^e  in  view  of  the  rumored  movements  of 
the  G.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Fi^vGsnip  Hartford, 
Off  New  Orleans,  December  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Conmiodorc  Bailey  that  the  impression  of 
our  consul  and  others  is  that  Semmes  will  make  a  dash  at  one  of  the 
Southern  ports,  and  Mobile  is  most  likel3\     So  keep  a  good  lookout 
for  290  off  Mobile.     The  (^uba  is  also  expected  to  run  for  Mobile.     A 
schooner  got  into  Mobile  last  week. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
The  Commanding  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  Captain  Jcnlinft,    U.   S.   Navg,   to   Litufenant-Commander 
Franklin,  U .  S.  Navg,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  Aroostook. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 
Blockade  off  Mobile,  December  27,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  ]>Iease  ]iro(^<'e<l  to  tlio  eastward  and  relieve  the  Poca- 
hontas, Lioiitenftnt-Coniniander  Gamble,  (o  enable  liini  to  proceed  to 
Ship  Island  for  rejmirs,  etc. 
Very  -respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  U.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Aroostook,  Blockade  off  Mobile. 
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Report  of  Bear-Adnnral  Farragutj  U.  S.  Navt/,  tranamitHng  report 
regarding  the  transportatton  oj  troops  to  Galveston. 


No.  275.1 


Fl^nSHIP    TlAitTFORD, 

New  OrUam,  December  >9,  1S62. 


Sir:  I  have  to  infonii  the  Department  that  1,000  troops  have  been 
sent  to  Galveston. 

Commander  Reiiuliaw  chartered  the  hark  Island  CUy  in  order  to 
end  some  refugees  to  this  city.     I  have  been  obUged  to  pay  $500  for 
lieir   transportation.     I    lierewith   enclose   Commander   Renshaw's 
Report. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FAItHAOtT, 

lietir-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[KDclomn.) 

U.  S.  S.  Westtield. 
Galveston,  Tex,,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  rharlrn*d  the  hark  Island  City  to  take  refugees  and 
volunteei-s  for  the  Texas  regiment  to  New  Orleans. 

1  Imve  determined  to  pursue  this  course  in  consequence  of  the  difTi- 
cultv  of  protecting  them  in  case  ol  an  attack,  and  the  certainty  that  I 
wotil<I  .stHjn  Imvc  to  feed  them.  They  have  hitherto  Uved  upon  a 
wharf  which  has  been  jjiiardod  by  one  of  the  steamers.  Some  of  the 
men  hnve  had  prices  placed  upon  their  heads,  and  all  of  them  are 
obnoxious  to  the  enemy.  To  leave  them  to  their  vengeance,  I  could 
not;  neither  would  ir  be  possible  to  insure  the  steamer's  guartlini; 
them  at  all  times,  and  my  only  choice  was  sending  them  away.  A 
few  nights  since  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  wharf,  which  was 
repulsed  by  n  few  shots  fr<mi  t!»e  Owasco  and  Cfijton. 

I  have  forgotten  to  mention  in  my  previous  clispatches  that  great 
alarm  and  excitement  has  been  caused  at  Houston,  in  tliis  State,  and 
among  the  military  generally,  by  the  movements  of  General  Weitzel. 
About  two  weeks  since  a  large  number  otfamiUes  left  Houston  in  con- 
sequence of  the  report  of  his  !ia\'ing  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of 
Sabine  Pass.  The  papers  stated  [that]  a  Texan  brigade  had  been 
ordered  home  from  Mississippi,  etc.  Subsequently  it  was  ascertained 
that  he  was  at  Berwick,  and  the  excitement  subsided  to  be  again 
renewed,  aa  1  learned  a  day  or  two  since,  by  some  hirtiier  movement 
of  tliis  army.  That  the  fear  of  his  movement  has  had  the  good  effect 
of  staving  their  attiu'k  upon  us,  and  of  further  muvements  at  Sabino 
Pass,  1  am  convinced.     Il  at  any  time  1  can  feel  assured  that  the  many 

firenarations  that  I  know  have  oeen  made  to  regain  possession  of  this 
larnor  have  been  relinquished,  I  will  at  once  send  one  of  the  steamers 
to  again  occupy  Sabine  Pass.  As  it  is,  I  can  not  but  feel  I  will  not  be 
justified  in  running  any  risk  (that  I  can  guard  against)  of  losing 
Galveston. 

I  have  made  the  best  terms  wit.h  the  captain  of  the  hark  T  could, 
which  are  set  forth  in  the  a(-<-ompanying  charter.  I  have  furnished 
the  passengers  with  provisions  for  tno  voyage.  Whether  or  not  I 
would  have  been  authorized  for  the  price  stipidated  to  charter  her  for 

M  W  B— VOL  i» ^29 


WTIST  GtTl^F  BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

the  Army  to  forward  tho  thirteen  recruits  I  con  not  say,  but  should 
think  [tl'ial]  the  Army  are  accountable  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
chart-er  money.  At  all  events,  the  course  I  have  pursued  can  result 
in  but  liltio  Increased  expense  to  the  Government,  the  agreement 
upon  leaving  the  North  stinulating  tliat  he  was  to  receive  $56  per  day 
until  he  returned  to  .Ship  lifihind. 

I  chartered  the  hark  tive  days  since,  with  the  hope  of  getting  her  off 
the  next  m<irninp;.  I'nfortuuately,  the  wind  set  in  strong  from  the 
southward  and  eastward  aiul  westward,  and  lias  been  blowing  half  a 
gale  since,  throwing  such  a  swell  upon  the  bar  as  to  prevent  anything 
from  getting  out.  I  trust,  however,  I  will  get  her  off  to-morrow. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Hensiiaw, 
Commanding  Texas  Coast  BJockade. 

Rcar-Adniiral  D.  G.  Fakuaout, 

Commanding  Western  (rulj  Blockading  Squadron. 


Aai^y,  tratisniitHng  reports  of 
Navy,  regarding  affairs  Mar 


iieport  of  Commander  Alden,   U.  S. 

hieatenant-Vommandir  Roty    U.  S. 

Donaldsoiiville  and  Plaquemin^,  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  - 
Baton  Rouge,  December  29,  1862. 

Sm;  1  have  the  honor  to  enck»8e  reports  from  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Koe,  stationed  between  Plaqueminc  and  Donaldsonville.  It 
appears  that  it  wo\ild  be  well  to  have  some  troops,  as  he  suggests,  at 
the  lij-sl-named  place.  I  agree  with  him  also  ut  the  opinion  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  such  a  quantitv  of  goods  as  the  Empire 
Parifth  has  on  board  should  not  be  landed  where  there  is  any  possi- 
bihty  of  the  enemy's  getting  hold  of  them.  The  owner  of  them,  who 
is  on  board,  agrees  with  me  in  that  opinion  and  \\ill  land  them  here. 

Captain  Caldwell  has  this  moment  returaed  in  the  Essex  from  an 
examination  up  the  river  as  far  as  Port  Hudson.  He  reports  that  tho 
fortifications  are  being  gradually  extended,  but  the  river  seems 
almost  entirelv  deserted.  There  was  but  one  steamer  in  sight,  which 
was  observed  lying  close  under  the  gims  of  Port  Hudson. 

[Jasies  Aiden.] 

(encltMurea-l 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 
Near  Bayou  (foula,  December  27 ,  IS63. 

Sm:  I  have  taken  from  the  coal  brig  Caiiell  .54  tons  coal  and  dis- 
charged her  yesterday.  She  was  to  take  in  a  cai-go  at  Donaldsonville, 
and  did  not  desire  one  to  take  her  to  New  Orleans. 

There  has  been  great  apprehension  of  an  insurrection  of  slaves  along 
the  coast,  and  patrols  aie  passing  up  and  down  botli  banks  of  the  river. 
This,  with  my  movements  uf»  and  down,  may  allay  any  imneceasary 
excitement  and  plausible  fear. 

General  Sherman  has  returned  to  CarroUton. 

1  am  in  constant  conununication  with  Captain  Perkins'  cavalry, 
and  have  made  arrangements  for  couriers  to  be  sent  tn  nie  in  case  my 
presence  should  be  required  at  any  .special  point. 

It  is  understood  that  about  200  of  the  enemy,  mounted  men,  are  in 
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the  region  of  countrj'  somewhere  between  Plaquoniiuc  and  Donald- 
somnlle.  about  6  or  10  miles  back.  Should  our  cavalry  not  he  strong 
enough,  I  liave  arranged  to  i-eiuler  it  .sMpiK>rt. 

Planters  and  others  who  liavc  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  StAtes,  and  henee  <'omniitted  themselves  in  property  and 
life  to  us.  are  suffering  j^'reat  fears  frijiii  a  rebel  raid  of  the  mounted 
hands  above  mentioned.  1  think  it  of  tlie  highest  importance  that 
these  fumilies  should  rereivn  all  the  su[>pori  and  attention  in  our 
power.  Fears  (tf  »i  rebel  raid  nn  une  side  and  uf  ser\ilfi  insurrection 
on  the  other  render  their  lives  miseral>le  in  the  extreme. 

[  will  eommunicate  with  you  from  time  to  time  as  I  may  deem 
necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  A.  Roe, 
L  iev  tenant-Commander, 
Commander  Jamrs  Aij»en, 

Commanding  Narai  Farces,  Haton  Houge. 


U.  S.  GuxBoAT  Kataupin, 

Off  PUquf.mitie,  /Member  29,  t862. 

Sir:  I  eame  t<>  this  nluee  last  night  by  rtMiuest  of  Captain  |Solon  A.] 
"Perkins,  of  the  eavairy.  This  morning  he  attacked  the  enemy, 
heavily  picketed,  about  7  miles  in  ivar  of  this  plac^.  A  .smart 
skirnUHh  ensued,  but  uwiji";  to  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy  he 
could  not  be  driven  out.  Captain  Perkins  estimates  the  force  of  the 
enemy  at  abnut  500  to  600  strong.  Opposed  U\  this  forec  he  h««  alH>ut 
70  men  only.  It  is  Captain  Perkins's  wisli  to  draw  the  enemj'  out  and 
light  him,  having  the  KaUihdin  to  support  liim.  This  I  shall  do.  as  we 
have  a  series  of  signals  agreed  upon  to  operate  in  conjunction.  Ap- 
pearances seem  to  indicate  that  the  rebels  ure  nie<lilating  a  descemt 
lomewliere  along  the  coast.  All  those  who  have  taken  the  oath  of 
Ulegiance  to  the  United  States  are  threatened  with  hanging  and 
instant  death.  Hut  we  shall  harass  the  rebels,  and.  if  possible,  entrap 
them  into  a  disasLor.  Three  good  companies  of  infantrj'  would  be  of 
great  service  if  they  could  be  stationed  to  occupy  Plaquomine,  and 
would  give  assurance  to  many  people  who  need  tnem. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  Roe, 
Lieutenant'Commander, 
Commander  James  Aldex, 

Commondifuj  forces  off  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Report  nf  Llmi nianf -Command fr  Roe,  TJ .  S.  A^at.^,  comtnanding 
V .  S.  S.  Katahdin,  regarding  the  quesiionaUe  canduct  of  the  steamer 
Empire  Parish. 

V.  S.  GtTNBOAT  KaTAIIDIN, 

Plaqucmine,  La.,  December  29,  1862, 
Sir:  T  send  the  Empire.  Pariah  to  Raton  Rouge  to  report  to  you. 
By  her  manifest  1  find  that  she  has  iimch  more  of  salt  meat  and  pro- 
visions than  ou^ht  to  be  landed  at  any  plantation  aloni'  the  coast, 
swarming  as  it  la  with  enenaies.     We  had  their  picket^s  in  Plaquemine 
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last  night,  and  nothing  landed  at  this  plac«  can  be  secure  from  the 
rebels. 

I  have  also,  again,  to  report  that  the  Empire  Parish  docs  not  com- 
port herself  properlj'.  This  nioniing  she  refused  to  stop  when  I  sig- 
nalized her  U>  do  so  in  the  usual  way;  she  did  not  stop  for  my  boat, 
in  the  strparn,  layinc;  on  oars,  ready  to  board  her.  I  then  fired  one 
musket  shot  ahead  of  her.  which  was  entirely  disrej;urded,  and  upon 
liring  a  second  sliot,  she  nntdty  landed  upon  the  opposite  !>ank, 
although  ordered  by  Captain  Lewis,  of  the  Itasca^  to  come  near  to 
niv  vessel. 

The  conduct  of  the  Empire  Pfirisk  is  exceptionable  and  suspicions; 
and  being  so  near  to  you.  instead  of  sending  Iut  to  New  Orleans,  as  you 
directed,  I  concludl^d  to  send  her  directly  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obeaieut  servant, 

F.  A.  KoE, 
lAeutenant-C&mmartder. 
Commander  James  Aldex, 

Commanding  United  SUtftt  Naval  Forces,  Baton  Rouge. 


Order  of  Kear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  JHtchcock, 
U.  S.  Najytj,  rHjttrdhijg  ofjicerH  for  the  amimand  of  the  U .  S.  vessels 
Preble  and  Ca^/uga. 

Ki^vosnip  HAnTFX)KD, 
Off  New  OrU/ins.  December  20,  186B. 
Sir:  You  will  send  some  officer  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S,  S. 
Preble  until  the  arrival  of  the  orticer  who  comrs  out  for  tliat  purpose 
on  the  Circassian,  hut  srnd  Lieutenant-Cominanilor  McDernuit  over 
here  to  take  command  of  the  Cayuga  as  soon  as  he  can  turn  over  his 
ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Jiear-AdmirnJ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Sqiiadron. 

Commodore  Hitchcock  or  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Hear-Admiral  Farragytf,  U .  S.  Napy,  regarding  transmisinon 
of  dispatches  and  requesting  money. 

No.  276.)  Klawsiiip  Hartford, 

New  OrUans,  December  29,  t86$. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  my  dispatches  received 
bv  sailing  vessels  are  always  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  reaching  mc, 
wliile  private  h?ltera  received  by  the  regular  mails  are  rarely  over  ten 
days  in  reaching  us. 

I  would  also  inform  the  Department  that  I  am  much  in  want  of 
money,  which  I  hope  will  arrive  by  the  Circassian:  otherwise  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  draw  on  the  Government,  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
pay  the  bills  of  the  squadron  and  the  officers  to  supply  their  wants. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARKAfJirr, 

Rear-Admirai, 
Hon.  GiDBOK  Welles, 

Se^eiary  of  the  Navy. 
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Onirr  oj  ilu  Secretary  of  the  Naiyy  fo  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  fumhh  jacts  regarding  British  truseh  detained  at  Port 
Sabtne. 

Navy  Department.  Deeemher  SO^  iHSS. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  n  copy  of  a  letter  frnm  the  Scrret^ry  of 
Stat^.  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  datfi!  tho  1st  instant, 
adtii'esst'd  to  him  by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  fimr  British  schooners 
I  hat  Wfre  lying  in  Sabine  River  at  the  time  tlie  works  guarding  it 
were  taken  p(»ssi>ssi(»i)  uf  hy  our  fon^es,  ami  which  schooners  Tx>rd 
Lyons  thinks  arc  entithHl  to  leavp  port  on  the  groutids  of  their  having 
entered  it  when  it  wtus  not  bh>ckadtML 

The  Department  lias  rpccived  no  information  from  you  in  reference 
to  the  schooners  named,  and  does  not  know  whether  they  were  seized 
aiul  sent  in  for  adjutlii-ati<m  or  simply  refused  departure.  Nor  has 
it  any  inforniatiun  in  relerence  to  the  blockade  of  habine  Pass,  when 
it  wa-s  instituted,  wliether  a  formal  ratificatiim  was  sent  in  or  not,  or 
any  data  to  enable  it  to  form  a  corrc4't  opinion  on  the  question  pre- 
sented. It  is  possible  the  vessels  may  be  clearly  entitled  to  depart 
with  or  without  cargoes.  I*lease  communicate  to  the  Department 
such  facts  bearing  on  the  case  as  it  may  be  in  vour  power  to  give. 

An  essential  step  in  the  institution  of  u  blockade  is  the  notifica- 
tion of  it  and  the  allowing  of  the  usual  time  Tor  neutrals  to  depart. 
Whether  ibis  has  been  dime  in  earli  instance  on  the  Gulf  coast,  the 
Dcnartmenl  ts  not  inf<trrnecl.  A  notice  was  sent  in  at  Galveston.  It 
will  be  well  tor  you  t<i  advise  the  Department,  as  far  as  you  may  he 
able,  when  and  what  notice  was  given  of  the  institution  of  the  block- 
ade ol  the  principal  point.s  on  the  coast  of  T^nisiana  and  Texas,  and 
always  in  future  when  sending  a  force  t^>  blockade  any  plact*  Ut  direct 
that  profKT  notification  be  given,  if  it  hivs  not  alivady  been  done. 
1  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OuiE^iN  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Couimaitiliuij  U'/'.v/  dnlf  Hhpckadimj  Sqwufrttn,  PertMirtila,  Fla, 


Report  of  Comuiflorf  Uitehrock.  V .  S.  Nax*y,  regarding  repairs  to  ves- 
sels t/H  the  Moffiie  Station. 

V.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Mnhile,  December  31 ,  1863. 

Silt:  We  ran  down  to  Fort  Pickens  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th,  but  were  unnltle  to  get  over  ihc  Imr  until  1  p.  m.,  27th,  on 
accotuit  of  fog  and  low  water.  The  Oneula  left  here  Sunday,  Noveui- 
l>er  2S.  Her  forecastle  is  movwl  bodily  over  an  inch  or  two,  the 
spirketing  is  broken  in  at  the  forward  port,  the  oakum  started  out 
oi  the  seams  under  the  port,  the  forward  riile  gun  can  not  b*^  worked. 
How  long  it  will  take  to  make  the  repairs  I  can  not  say,  but  I  dij-ected 
all  the  force  of  the  yard  to  be  nut  on  her. 

Referring  to  your  remark  "  that  only  such  repairs  shall  he  luado  as 
will  keep  the  vessel  going,  "  each  day  renairs  are  becoming  more 
necessarv,  even  upon  those  sent  from  tho  Northern  yards  (the  Poca- 
hontos,  fitr  instan<e).  There  is  hardlv  a  vessel  here  that,  if  vou  do 
not  make  repairs  upon  them,  will  soon  break  down.     You  will,  I  think, 
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have  to  conHidcr  at  least  two  vessels  constantly  absent  from  this  point 
for  coal  and  repairs.  1  shall  be  glad  if  it  is  "no  more;  three  will  be 
swav  on  Satumay  next. 

The  Pocahontas  loft  as  we  arrived.  I  send  a  copy  of  her  com- 
mander's letter.  Pinola  returned  from  Ship  Island.  The  Kanawha 
wilt  have  to  leave  (for  coal  an<l  some  slif^ht  repairs,  which  will  take 
tliree  or  four  days)  the  la^it  of  the  week. 

The  Ilaiteras  has  her  orders  to  leave  ami  report  to  you. 

It  is  sad  to  write  of  this  ship.  We  will  do  all  we  can.  1  see  many 
chanije*}  here  about  the  forts  since  I  left  last  September.  The  piling 
is  still  going  on;  two  steamers  are  at  work  at  it. 

******* 

There  was  a  report  that  the  rebels  came  over  to  Petit  Bols  Island 
for  beef.  The  IlaM^ras  and  Jackson  went  down  together  to  kill  the 
cattle,  and  they  found  the  bodies  of  two  dead  men  in  an  advanced 
state  of  decomposition  on  the  island.  The  idea  is  started  that  they 
belonged  to  the  Maria  A.  Wood.  To-<iay  a  further  examination 
will  be  made.     I  will  report  the  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o1>e<lieiit  servant, 

K.  H.  Ilrrcnc'orK, 

Commodore, 
Roar-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragttt, 

Cammandiiiif  Wtntmi  Guff  Blockadirtg  Squadron. 


Order  of  Comnrndore  flilrlwoc/r,  if.  5.  Xai^t/-,  '"  Liexiitnant-Comtmindet 
McDennut,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  procrrd  to  N'np  Orleans  for  the  command 
of  the  U.S.  S.  Cayu^'. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Mohih,  DectinhfrSl,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  lienr-Aiiniiral  1).  d.  Farragut, 
dated  December  29,  1SH2,  you  will  inmu'dialely  turn  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  Prfhlf  to  the  olhcer  named  bv  Captain  T.  A.  .lenkins 
(disrating  all  petty  oHicers  made  l»v  you)  an<l  jjroceeil  to  New  Orleans 
to  take  comjiiand  of  the  gunboat  Oayuga,  reporting  to  the  admiral  or 
senior  officer  present. 
KeapectfiUly, 

R.  B.  HiTcncocK, 
Commanding  Division  WtMem  Gulf  1il<H-kading  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-C-ommandep  D.  A.  McDermut, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Prrhle. 


Report  of    Linttenani-Cornmainfer    Hor,    U.   S.   iV«T»?/,   commanding 
V.  S.  S.  KatahdUij  of  firing  hij  that  vrsHfl. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin, 
Baioit  Rouge,  La.,  January  J,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  all  firing  from 
this  vessel  for  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1862. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  <ilwdient  servant, 

*    '  ^         F.  A.  Roe, 

lAf^uiemmt-Commander. 
Captain  John  A.  Dahlorex, 

ChifJ  oj  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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was  blottii  up  to  keep  her  Irom  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  .wldiers  on  Oalvontoii  Island  wore  attacked  at  the  same  time  by  a 
heavy  fon:**,  and  all  iMther  killed  or  captun^d.  The  steamer  that  had 
a  reinforcement  ot  troops  on  hoard  for  Galveston  will  he  here  in  the 
luoriiini;.  1  shall  send  the  Broofclyn,  Commodore  Bell,  down  t-o  Gal- 
veston mimediately  to  reoccupy  the  bay.  To  keep  the  rebels  from 
fortifying  the  mouth  of  the  harlior,  I  shall  have  to  delacli  some  of  my 
forces  to  accompany  the  commodore.  I  will  send  you  all  the  particu- 
lars i[i  my  next  on  the  5th.  About  70  of  the  Westfield's  men  are 
cominE  up  the  river. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I>.  G.  Karraout, 

Bear-Admirat . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Matter  Bpa»,  U.  8,  Vavy,  commanding  U.  S.  BolioonBr  OofTphaiu. 

U.  S.  ScnOONRR    CVlRTPHEUS, 

OJf  Sabine  Paxs,  January  2,  186$. 

Sir:  I  amved  at  Galveston  on  the  '-'Sth  ol  December  with  orders 
from  Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Wade,  of  hark  Arthur.  On  the 
morning  of  .7anuar\'  I ,  at  'A  a.  m. ,  I  w  as  ordered  by  Capt-ain  Law,  of  the 
Clifton,  to  take  her  hertli  and  |)n»t<'ot  the  .soUliers  on  the  wharf  with 
my  giins.  I  an(;liore<l  about  100  feet  from  the  wliarf  and  brought  my 
guns  in  position.  At  4  a.  m..  was  called  on  by  t!ie  colonel  command- 
me  to  nre  away  at  the  rebels,  who  were  man'liing  on  the  F'ederal 
soldiers,  which  order  I  carried  out  and  kept  the  rebels  clear  of  the 
wharf  until  the  flags  of  truce  were  set  on  the  Harriet  iMue,  Ovxutco,  and 
Vlifion,  which  signal  I  sunpose  was  for  me  to  cease  firing.  In  the 
meantime  1  dropped  out  clear  of  musketr}',  keeping  m^'  guns  going  at 
the  same  time.  On  second  thought,  thinking  the  iia^s  of  tnice  were 
for  a  general  surrender.  I  gotunderway  for  a  new  position,  determined 
not  to  give  up  my  own  vessel. 

Wlien  all  the  musketrj'  was  directed  on  my  vessel,  I  ordere<l  my 
crew  to  lie  flat  on  deck  until  out  of  range.  I  tlien  asked  orders  fn)m 
the  Clifton,  who  replied  to  choose  my  own  position.  Ctij>tain  Ijaw, 
wJiile  returning  from  the  \Ve»tpdd,  told  me  to  spike  my  guns  and  bum 
my  vessel  and  take  to  boats  for  Bolivar  Channel.  I  asked  permission 
to  get  my  vessel  out.  J  le  told  me  if  I  could  stand  it  to  pass  tlie  l>at- 
teries,  to  do  so.  lie  then  again  told  me  to  wait  \n\i\\  the  flags  of  truce 
were  fiauled  down  and  then  to  make  sail  nnd  escape,  if  possible,  which 
I  succeeded  in  doing,  and  rendered  timely  assistance  to  ttie  captain  and 
crew  of  one  of  the  coal  harks.  After  arriving  outside  I  reported  to 
Captain  Law,  who  ordered  mo  to  report  on  board  the  Morniruj  Light 
at  Sabine  for  further  orders,  which  I  aid  on  the  '2d  of  Januarj'  at  9  a.  m. 
We  were  fortunate  in  not  having  anyoiie  killed  or  wounded. 

My  crew  behaved  in  the  must  proper  manner,  especially  the  two 
captains  of  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  SrEAR, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Corypl^eua, 

Kear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fahraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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B«port  of  LuaUa&Bt-CoiniDa.od«r  WtiiOB,  V.  8.  Smry.  comnundiiig  U.  S.  B.  Owuco. 

U.  S.  Steam  GrNBOAT  Owasco, 

New  Orleans,  January  6,  tSfJS. 

Stn :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment between  this  vennel  und  the  rebel  forces  at  Galveston  on  tne 
morning  of  the  1st  instanL. 

On  the  night  of  December  31  we  were,  by  order  of  the  comniaoding 
oITicer,  amlioi-ed  between  the  citv  of  Galve,ston  and  Pelican  S(>it . 

At  2:.'i0  a.  in.,  on  the  1st  fnstant,  the  Harriet  Latm  sign^Uzed 
'*  Kiiemy  on  slmre;"  hIioHIv  after  wliich  the  Wtst/ifhl  made  a  sitrnal 
which  I  did  not  iiuderstiind.  Tfie  (Uijton  tfierciipon  got  underway. 
passed  us,  and  3t»»*d  for  the  Wfftt/ifhl  at  Pelican  Spit. 

At  4  we  weigtie*!  anch<ir  and  stood  in  for  the  city.  In  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  therealter  the  enemy  opened  fire*  on  otir  troops 
stationed  on  Kulin's  wharf. 

We  immediatel}'  went  to  quarters  and  engaged  the  enemy's  batter- 
ies with  all  our  guns. 

At  5:.1f),  discovering  three  rebel  steamers  standing  toward  us  and 
the  lAiut'.  wc  steamed  toward  the  Lane,  firing  on  the  steamers  and  dis- 
abling one  with  our  XI-in*h  and  rifle  gims,  still  continuing  to  engage 
the  shore  batteries  with  our  howitzers. 

When  within  some  200  yanls  of  the  Lane,  alie  was  boarded  from  two 
of  the  rebel  steaniers  V»y  a  large  body  of  riieii,  wlu»,  combining  with  the 
land  forces,  opened  a  destructive  \\rv  on  us  with  small  arms  and  the 
howitzers  of  the  Lane. 

Owuig  to  the  narrowness  of  the  channel,  I  was  for  some  time  unable 
to  bring  my  guns  to  bear  on  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  shoi'tiy  aft.er  they 
arriveo  within  range  ol  my  two- forward  guns,  my  men  were  driven 
from  their  guns  by  the  incessant  lire  of  musketry. 

Everyone  nf  the  riHe  gim's  crew  and  n  large  portion  of  those  bplong- 
ing  to  the  Xl-inch  gun  were  sliot  down;  so  I  dropped  down  with  the 
tide  out  of  musket  range. 

I  beUeve  all  of  tlie  rebel  steamers  were  disabled*  they  failed  to  fol- 
low us  up.  Their  loss  must  have  been  seveiie.  Shortly  after  captur- 
ing the  iMne  tliey  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce.  A  boat  btsiring  it  came 
from  the  Lane  to  the  f Clifton,  which  had  come  in  and  anchored  about 
6  a.  m.  .Captain  Law  ordered  liring  to  coase  and  a  Hag  of  tnico  hoisted. 

The  rebel  oflicers  bearing  it  proceeded  to  the  Went/ield,  accompan- 
ied by  Captain  Law,  of  the  CHjton. 

Shortly  after  bis  return  the  Wesffield  blew  up.  and  he  ordered  mo  to 
procei?d  outside  tlie  bar  and  anclior.  The  Clifton  and  schooner  Conj' 
phf  us  soi  unik'rway  and  went  out-side. 

Whue  this  vessel  was  swinging  n»und,  a  .<ioeond  flag  of  trtice  came 
from  the  rebel  steamere,  came  alongside,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  see 
the  senior  officer.  I  took  them  on  board  and  atterwards  sent  them  to 
the  CHjton. 

At  1 1  :.S()  a.  m.,  we  came  to  anchor  ouUide  the  bar. 

During  the  engagcmenl  we  expended  the  following  ammunition:  20 
Xl-inch  shells,  6  Xl-lncb  grape,  5  XT-inch  incendiary  shell,  3  Xl-inch 
solid  shot,  6  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  2  Xl-inch  canister.  35  shell  from  rifle 
gun,  52  shrapnel,  and  9  canister  from  howitzers. 

I  was  short  of  my  complement  four  officers  and  a  number  of  men. 
yet  the  hatteiy  was  worked  with  elficiency.     The  litumsV  c\^*.\\\ws&  ^sA 
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courage  was  displayed  by  both  officers  and  crew  while  exposed  to  the 
galling  lire  of  the  enemy.  Had  there  been  suOicient  room  to  maneu- 
ver the  Lane  woiUd  uotliave  i)eeu  captured. 

Our  ship  rolled  heavily  outside:  our  smoke»ta(*k  was  carried  away, 
and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Captain  Law,  I  stood  for  Sabine  Pass 
and  thence  to  New  Orleans. 

1  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  engineer;  also  a  report  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  damage  done  to 
our  rigging. 

I  am.  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wilson, 
LieutcnatU-Commanfier,  V .  S.  S.  Otrtwco. 

Kear-Aduiiral  D.  G.  Fabraqijt, 

Commanding  Wfst  Gulf  liloelcading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Eear-AdmirBl  Tarrm^t,  V.  8.  Nary,  refarring  to  the  anrraadftr  of  the  IT.  S.  8. 

Harriet  Lane, 

No.  32,]  Flaoship  IIartfokd, 

Ntw  Orleans,  January  ^9,  1863, 
Sir:  I  hercmth  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hannum, 
of  the  Harriet  Lane,  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  exaggerations 
wliich  have  been  circulated  concenaing  the  defense  of  that  vessel; 
also  t}ie  pusillanimous  etmduet  of  the  oflicer  who  arcoiiipaiiied  the 
flag  of  truce  and  corroborated  to  Lientenant-Oomniauder  Law  the 
enemy's  statement  that  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Harriet  iMne 
had  perished  save  some  10  or  15  persons,  whereas  there  was  scarcely 
that.  niiinl)e]'  of  killtnt  and  wounded.  I  take  it  for  ^rranled  that  of 
the  U  slif^jhtly  wounded,  the  greater  part  amounted  to  nothing,  so  tliat 
the  testimony  of  the  rebel  pilot  was  very  near  the  truth  when  he  said 
5  killed  and  (i  or  8  wounded. 

I  ean  not  think  but  that  for  the  death  of  C-ommander  Wainwright 
and  Lieutenant-Commander  Lea  the  vessel  would  not  have  been 
captured.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  eonceive  a  more  pusillanimous 
surrenderor  a  vessel  to  an  enemy  already  in  our  power  thanoecurred 
in  the  cose  of  the  Harriet  Lane. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoxtt. 

Hear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

lEiiclcwuK.] 
Z.iff  o]  ctuuaUit*  or  bvard  V .  S.  S.  Barritl  Lane,  at  Gahvtton,  January  1,  JSOS. 

EJLLBD. 


Nama. 


J.  M.  Walnirriiiht. 
KdwardUft 


RABk. 


CommiiMtor .  , 

LieutHtuui  L-€omiBUKl»r, 

olOccr, 
Landflnun 


»»rullT« 


Jowph  FoUoak , 

John  Uart ; do 

Btary  NewUta I  Flnt-clHM  boy 
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List  of  eaauaUiai  on  lioard  U.S.S.  HarrUt  Tmm,  at  OaliKtton,Januari/'l,  i504— Coaticued* 

WOUNDED. 


WMfi  F.  Ifoaroe 

ClWriw  H.  Hunllton. 

WUlUmRav 

0*on  W.  oavU 

J.  O.  UcDennott 

Ari*ri  8»Dor 

I^?t4ir  JarkMm ., 

I    *      V-.i  (.. 

':    ■  ■   :'^:::;:; 

IJ-..  .  ;..  ■ , 

Jaroi'.i  }■  THJitr _, 

II-  ww-inflki ..^ 

E.  r.  Kciuii 

ftobert  Cutmnlnfpi , . . , 


Actlne  niMler.... 

do .,.. 

BoatflWHlti'ii  maM 

yuHltT  at  iiriiiB , 

Seaman 

Cnptitla  f«rcnfllle 

I^BQilfimnn 

Onllnary  ■iTiinn 

do 

LUkdutun .- 

do 

do 

Onlln»ry  bmioui.  ..  .>. 

IrAOdlUAD .. 

SeeoDd-«lMa  bor 


DaniBproutiT' 
SHjEfally. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

SVghUy. 
Do. 

no. 
Po. 


OjRcerft  held  as  priaonera  of  war. — J.  A.  Hannum,  acting  master; 
R.  J.  Richardson,  assistant  paymaster;  M.  H.  Plunkctt,  second 
assist^int  engineer;  C.  II.  Stone,  second  a^wistant  engineer;  T.  N.  Pen- 
rose,  asaistaut  surgeon;  John  E.  Cooper,  third  asuistanl  engineer; 
R.  N.  Ellis,  third  asuistant  engineer;  A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  third  assistant 
engineer;  Charles  M.  Davis,  ataing  master's  mate;  J.  C.  TapHn,  pay- 
master's steward. 

Eighty-two  petty  oUieers  and  men  prisoners. 

J.  A.  Uankitm, 

Acilng  Muster, 
Senior  Officer  Surviving,  of  late  U.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Kear-Admirai  Farraout, 

C&tnmandin^  Western  DUnsion,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Ktport  of  Acting  Aiiifltant  Burgeon  Allii,  V.  B.  Nnry,  rsgnrding  Iba  dottruoUon  by  flrs  of 

ttw  0.  B.  8.  WestflcLd. 

Nkw  Orleans,  January  11,  1S6S. 

Snt:  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  the  U.  S.  S.  West- 
field,  heing  aground,  and  the  enemy  approaching,  the  commander 
gave  ordeiT*  for  the  oHicers  and  men  to  leave  the  vessel  immediately, 
08  he  intended  to  destroy  her  by  fire.  The  pay^master,  Charles  C. 
Walden,  being  absent,  and  my.self  acting  in  his  stead,  everytliing  in 
tliat  department  was  saved  tliat  could  be,  in  tlie  hurry  attending  our 
departure.  1  succeeded  in  saving  the  pay  roll  and  such  papers  as 
were  in  the  safe  and  considered  of  most  miportanfe,  but  many  hooks 
and  several  files  of  papei-s  wei-e  unavoidably  left  behind. 

There  was  iit  that  lime  on  board  a  large  stock  of  pro\'isions  and 
clothing,  the  vessel  having  been  recently  supplied  from  the  Tennessee. 
I  am,  verj'  respeclfuUy,  y^nr  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  Alms, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  GiPEON  Welles, 

Secretarif  of  th^  Nai*y  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Bflport  of  CMnaltlM. 

Flagship  Habtford, 

New  Orleans,  January  8,  186S. 
Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  vessels  of  this 
squadron  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston  on  the  morning  of  January  1, 
1863: 

KILLED. 


Name. 


1.  Thomas  Jeff. 


1.  L.  a.Vftssallo 

2.  Frederick  Saundere. 


3.  la&ac  P.  Hughes 

4.  John  Carney 

6.  William  Itdd 

6.  John  ilonan 

7.  Frederick  Kther.... 

8.  Charles  Duniham... 

9.  Titus  Freeman 

10.  Michael  Reck 

11.  William  J.  Murphy. 

12.  Ilenrj-  Brown 

13.  Qeorge  Hosier 

14.  James  Penney 

15.  John  DiirginB 

19.  PhiUpDufly 


1.  William  B.  Uenshaw.... 

2.  Charles  W.  Zlmniprmun. 

3.  W.  K.  (irefUP 

4.  John  CallahuT) 

5.  Samuel  P.  King 

6.  W.  Hasoii 

7.  RodolphusC.  nil>lianl.. 

8.  Henry  Bethki> 

9.  Poler  J  ohnsnn 

10.  Hathew  MrDonald 

11.  Hugh  McCahe 

12.  WinjamlF.)  Kopves  .... 
1.1.  Oeoi^e  E.  (■(>.\ 


Rank. 


Coxswain. 


Character  of  wound. 


Shot  through  heart. 


Vessel  to 

which 

attached. 


Owaaco. 


WOUNDED. 


Acting  master 

Ordinarj'  seaman . 


Iranian 

do 

Captain  forccuatle . . . 

Onlinary  seaman 

Landsman 

Captain  afterguard. . 
Landsman  (colortxl). 

Coal  heaver 

Landsman 

Sailmakcr 

Captain  afteif^uanl . . 

Landsman 

Captain  forecastle, .. 
Landsman 


Shot  In  thigh , 

Shot  through  shoulder  and 

lungs,  mortally. 
Fractured  skull,  severely... 

do , 

Shot  In  arm , 

Shot  In  thigh 

do 

Shot  In  face 

Shot  in  leg 

Shot  in  eye,  severely 

Shot  tn  hand 

Shot  in  arm 

.Slightly 

do 

Fractured  skull 

Fractured  skull,  mortally. . 


Owaeoo. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Clifton. 
Sachem. 


MISSINQ. 


Commander 

Lieutenfint 

Acting  aflHlRliint  engineer.. 

(iunner's  mate 

Quarter  gunner 

Coxswain 

■Seaman 

do 

do 

Ordinary  srani&n 

Second-olass  fireman 

....do 

do 


Westfleld. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


The  above  arc  supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  the  explosion  of 
the  magazine. 

Total. — Killed,  1;  wounded,  16;  missing,  13. 
No  returns  have  been  received  from  the  Lane-. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M,  FOLTZ, 
Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragxtt, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  following  men  attached  to  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Owasco  were 
wounded  l>y  the  enemy  while  on  shore,  on  duty  at  Bolivar  Point,  on 
the    15th   December,    1862: 

John  Heath,  seaman,  bom  in  Baltimore;  received  seven  gunshot 
wounds  and  was  left  for  dead ;  his  wounds  have  healed  and  he  is  now 
convalesceni. 
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William   Soinelet,   ordinary'   seaman,   New   York;  aix  tuckaUot 
enton»fi  his  Ixxly;  has  rerovorefl. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aer^'ant, 

J.  M.  Fin-TZ, 
Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear-Adiuiral  !>.  G.  P'ARRAtinr, 

Commanding  West  Diviaion  Chilf  Blockading  Squadron, 

lEnclMiire-l 

New  Orleans,  February  S6,  1863. 

Sib:  I  reapectfuUy  rcfwrt  the  following  casualties  occurring  on 
board  of  the  u.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane,  in  Galveston  Bay,  January  1,  1863: 

KILLKU-a. 


NK(n«, 


J.  u.  WftiDwrieht. . 


Kdwird  Lm. 


Hank. 


Contmuider. 


].leiit.  romnuindvr... 


Jos.  Pollock I^ndsnun 


fimarr  KewUm. 
John  Hart 


ContrAhuid. 
Landsmsn . . 


Ctuneler  <rf  wound. 


Killed  InatantlT  by  mitxlcct  hall  thrmigh  brsin: 
bftd  ateo  ttuva  wnunda  la  the  Ht  bn-sAt,  anti  thtw 
In  left  thieh. 

Wnuad  In  ubdatDen  und  hIcIp^Uvo  woiinils  In  alU 

Shot  Id  the  hcB/l  fmUMket  ball). 

Sfaal  In  the  breast  (miukBt  ball). 

El^t  woandn  In  abdomen  (biieiihot), 


WODMDED-16. 


1.  John  O-  McDeRiiott , 

3.  Danid  Ilsnerty 

3.  PelorJ«wk»nn 

♦.  Mr.  C.  H.  Uarntlion.. 
S,  Mr.  W.  F.  Monroe.... 

«.  JohnC.  Nk-Ue 

7.  Albert  Sailor 

i.  J.  A.  Purrlngton 

9.  Hearr  WoodBeld 

10.  David  R*ni 

11.  a.  W.  T>»via 

12.  R.  Cummlnga.. 

13.  James  Fra»>r 

H.  WUIlHin  R»v 

1 J.  E .  F.  Kcriiiil 

I«.  E-lward  VanvHwr... 


9MMan 

Ordinary  MMunan 

Landsman 

AcUog  nuular 

At-ting  iiuat«r 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Saltniakere  male 

^aman 

Landsman 

Hasler  at  aims 

SecoDd-claas  boy 

Landsman 

Boatswain's  mate... 

I^ndatnan.- 

Landsman 


Wound  tn  Wt  thlRh  (miukct  batl). 

Wound  In  Ml  thlch.  wrtous.  •> 

Woimd  in  tiriMi  lep,  -liftht. 

Slli;tit  wniiiid  of  rlfllil  arm. 

Severely  wounded  In  tlw  face  wttli  buckshot  and 

ball. 
Sligbt  wound  Ui  right  arm. 

Do. 
In  head,  left  flhoiilder,  and  arm,  not  severe. 
dllKhl  wound  in  riubl  snn. 
Slight  wound  in  lilp. 
\Voiind  In  leu,  Klliclit. 

Slight  woiuid  in  Index  flngur  ol  right  hand. 
¥aee.  Blighlly. 
Face,  slightly. 

Contiiara  wound  of  the  hand. 
Wound  in  (he  aide,  vorj  sligbt 


Very  respectfully, 

Tiios.  N.  Penrose, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz,  U.  S.  Navy, 

V.  S.  S.  Harijord. 


Lilt  of  Officer!  aad  men  paroled  from  the  Harriot  Laoe. 

Officers. — R.  J.  Richardson,  assistant  paymaster;  T.  N.  Penrose, 
ajisislant  surgeon;  J.  K.  CV>oper,  third  assistant  engineer;  R.  N.  Ellis, 
third  assistant  engineer:  A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  thinl  a±{i«iutant  engineer; 
C.  M.  Davis,  acting  master's  ma(e;  J.  C.  Taplin.  paymasters  steward; 
Albert  Sailor,  captain  forecastle;  Willimn  T^erh,  coxswain;  John 
Kear.  coxswain;  T.  B.  Uannuin,  (|uartcrmtt.ster;  George  W.  Davis, 
master  at  arms;  William  Abbott,  quarter  gunner;  William  Ray, 
boatswain's  mate,  R.T.  Clifford, captain  hold;  J.  A.  Punington,  saU- 
maker's  mate;  William  O'Reiley,  surgeon's  steward-,  Alfwd  "'K^JAwcl, 
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captAin's  cook;  Charles  Gibson,  ship's  cook;  AJexander  Conner, 
boatswain's  mate;  John  Horricks,  quarter  gunner;  James  Poland, 
caplAJii  forecastle. 

Smmtti. — James  Ouev.  H.  T.  PauJ,  Jolui  Breever,  AJcxander 
SUh'Ip,  C'luirlos  Usher,  Exlward  O'Brien. 

Orfiinfirff  sfanifn.—  Holtfit  Biirhanaii,  ('•  H.  WiUiaiiis,  J.  C.  Nickle, 
Jantrs  Boothhy,  Kichanl  Iliinn,  Curl  WessonfirUI,  Edward  Dewenian. 

iMmlsjiicn.—  James  Karson,  William  Martin.  Jolin  ('urran,  Jnhn 
Budd,  J.  A.  Marshall,  William  Metz,  Christian  Kisenhardt.  James 
Frazer,  Henry  Gordon.  David  Hern,  Thonma  Mc(_-aulev,  J.  H. 
Schaffer,  Jarnes  Slull.  E.  F.  Keiisil,  John  Doud,  Joseph  (lemrnens, 
H.  S.  Adams,  Michael  Dorgan,  Joseph  (^irry,  Michael  Cowncns, 
E.  S.  Vaurelson.  K.  A.  Short*-,  George  <V  Simmons,  William  A.  Conn. 

Hoys.  Alexander  Stephens.  William  Smith,  Kohert  Cummings, 
P.  N.  Curry,  W.  S.  Jaeoi>y,  Frank  Munson. 

Fireman. — Pot<»r  C).  Donohue;  J.  H.  Hulton.  first  class:  Thomas 
Holton,  first  class;  Ft.  G.  I-Hiwis.  first  cla,ss;  Jonallmn  Carlin.  first 
cla:^s;  James  Blnney,  second  clas.s;  William  Pattei'son,  second  class; 
Thomas  Donovan ,  second  class ;  William  Glorms,  second  class ; 
Henry  Burns,  second  class. 

CwU  heavfTit.-  John  Delargy,  John  Foley,  C<»rnelius  Leonard, 
Thomas  Gerry,  J.  C.  Johnson. 

DfHertrd  in  IIovMon,  Tex. — John  ^Vllison,  Pafrick  D(»novan,  James 
Fallon,  coal  heavers. 

I{.  J.   i{K-HAKI>SOX, 

AssisiaiU  PaymasUr. 


B«port  of  Hear-Admirftl  Fairag^Qt,  U.  8.  Navy.  traotmitUnK  correipoBdeno*  io  eonDeolion 
with  Uit  death  of  Acting  Maater  Monroe,  U.  B.  Navy. 

No.  54.]  Fi..\r.snn'  Hartfy)rd, 

New  OrlmnA,  Februnrtj  ^4,  1HHS. 

Sin:  I  have  to  report  to  the   Department    tlw  death  of  Acting 

Master  Willis  F.  Monroe,  from  wounds  i-eceived  in  the  affair  at  Oaf- 

vestnn,  Tex.,  on  the  \^\  day  ttf  Januarv.     I  have  also  to  enchase  the 

correspondence  of  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  relative  to  his  burial,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  j'oxir  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farkaoit, 

Rear'Admiral. 
Hon.  Ginw^N"  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WaskiTigton,  D.  C. 

{Enclraitim.) 
HEAPgUABTERS  EASTERN  SUBniSTRICT   OF  TeXAS, 

Galveston.  Fehrnary  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  under  fla^  of  truce,  a 
communii'iition  addressed  to  vou  hy  Acting  Master  Dilhnj;ham,  late 
conimaniler  uf  the  Morning  Light,  and  letters  from  several  United 
States  prisoners. 

I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  Ijieutenant  Monroe,  of  the 

Unrrifi  iMtie,  died  on  the  day  before  yestcr«iay  from  wounds  received 

in  the  action  of  the  Ist  of  January.     He  was  buried  with  military 

honors.     If  you  so  desire  it,  I  shall  send  to  Houston  for  his  private 

ptopertyj  which  I  niJJ  deliver  to  you  as  soon  as  obtained. 
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I  am  rpfiuesti^d  hy  Colonel  [Valerv]  Sulakowski,  V.  S.  Army,  to 
ennuire  uf  you  whi'lher  yuu  would  &e  diupofi^'d,  if  not  inconsiktont 
with  your  duties,  to  permit  his  sister-in-law.  15  years  of  age,  lo  take 
pHssiige  on  lK»ard  the  next  Mau-sport  ship  visiting  these  waters,  to 
return  to  New  Orleans,  where  her  mother  resides. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ohodient  servant, 

X.  B.  Debkat, 
Coloful,  Commanding  Ea^lern  Subdutrict  oj  Texajt,- 

Commodore  H.  !I.  Bell, 

Comtnandiii^  (J.  S.  Forces,  off  Oalveaton  Island. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sux)p  Brookltk, 

Off  Galveston,  Frhnwry  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  Saturday,  7th  instant^  to  receive  your 
dispatch  of  February  2,  oiiclosiujc  aletler  from  Ading  Master  Dillinfc- 
ham,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  roniniander  of  the  shin  Morninq  Light:  also 
informing  me  of  the  <ieath  of  Acting  Master  Willis  F.  Nionroe,  U.  S. 
Navy,  late  of  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane,  and  that  he  was  buried  with 
militarv  honors.  For  these  rites,  and  for  those  shown  the  remains 
of  the  late  Commander  Wainwrighl.  and  of  I^eutenant-(^ommander 
hea,  please  accept  my  cordial  acknowlinigments. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  me  to  receive  the  private  property  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  which  you  inform  me  will  be  sent  on  board  as  soon  as  for- 
warded from  Houston,  whensoever  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to 
deliver  it. 

I  would  be  hapny  to  forward  the  youn^  lady  to  her  friends  in  New 
Orleans,  but  for  the  interdict  of  biocka<Ie,  which  a|tplii's  as  nnich  to 
persons  as  to  property. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodort,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Galveston. 

Colonel  X.  B.  Debray,  C.  S.  Navy, 

CommaruHng  East  Snhdistrict  oJ  Texas,  Gahyeston,  Tex. 


Kaport  of  Coamodort  B«U,  U.  S.  Vurj,  trannnittiiig  UtUr  rtUUvt  to  aa  ftU«g*d  Tiela- 
tloit  of  flftg  of  troM  in  OalTMton  Harbor. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  January  If,  186S. 
Sjr:  On  the  9th  General  Magruder  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce  with  a- 
note,  stating  that  our  vessels,  under  the  late  Captain  Renshaw,  have 
violated  the  flag  of  truce  in  this  harbor  on  two  diuerent  occasions,  and 
as  you  are  douDtless  acnuaintcd  with  all  the  particulars,  and  I  with 
none  of  them,  I  refer  his  letter*  to  you,  a  copy  of  which  and  my  reply 
thereto,  are  herewilh  enclosed. 

Very  revspectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 
Rear-Admiral  0.  G.  Farraout, 

CQvitnanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans.  La, 

•  Not  found. 
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|KDeIu«ure.| 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixjop  Brooklyn, 

OjJ  iiaJveston,  7Vx..  Javunnj  0,  1863. 

Sih:  T  have  the  honor  to  acIuiowledgL'  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
this  date,  !>onie  by  Major  Eu»tis,  of  your  staff,  aua  Captain  McGreal. 
of  the  Confederate  Army,  referring  to  nn  alleged  violation  of  a  flag  of 
truce  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston  by  the  late  Captain  Kcn-shaw,  and 
asking  "if  the  white  flag  is  hereafter  to  be  recognize<l  and  respected 
as  a  na^  of  truce?" 

Having  never  violated  a  flag  of  truce  myself.  I  shall  require  it,  the 
white  flag,  when  flying  in  some  conspicuous  place,  to  lie  respected  by 
all  persons  under  my  command  .st)  long  us  it  is  respected  and  observwl 
on  the  other  side. 

1  am  not  acquainted  with  the  infractions  attributed  to  Captain 
Ilenshaw  in  the  hrsl  part  of  your  note,  but  will  communicate  the 
subject-matter  to  the  proper  authorities. 

I  will  state  in  conclusion  that  I  Imve  heanl  from  several  respectable 
sources  that  firing  4>f  field  gims  and  small  arms  was  kept  up  without 
intermission  by  the  Confederates  from  shore  batteries  in  the  town 
and  on  the  point  during  the  whole  time  tbat  the  white  flag  was  Hyine 
on  board  the  Harriet  Lane  after  her  capture,  and  on  board  the  I'nited 
States  vessels,  from  winch  il  is  apparent  that  the  white  flag  was  dis- 
regarded by  those  under  youi'  command,  although  you  were  the  first 
to  display  it. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  H.  Bkll. 
Commodorf,  Commanding  Forces  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

Major-Oeueral  J.  Bankiiead  Magruder, 

Commanding  Conjederate  Forces,  Galveston,  Tex. 


Diipfttcb  forwarded  by  Anting  Xaitcr  Huggliu,  U.  B.  Jfavy. 

South  West  Pass,  La.,  January  3,  186$ — 1:4S  p.  m. 
Major-Gcneral  Banks:  I    have   received   the   following  dispatch, 
which  I  hasten  to  communicate; 

On  Boakd  Marv  Biiariiman,  Jantiaty  3,  t86S — IS  noon.  ' 
Gnlvwton  whk  attjirked  by  Isnd  and  water  on  tlip  mnniinj;  of  Jftniiary  1 .  Colonel  Bur- 
rell  and  hi3  inon  were  hU  killed  or  t«kpn  prisonprs.  Four  rebt-l  rsnis  tiiRd<>  nn  aila^-k  on 
Ihp  Barriet  I^ne  and  trurrii'd  her  l>y  IsoimiinE.  Captain  Wainwripht  uiid  Lieiilenant  L*r 
killi'd,  and  all  IIh*  men  killed  or  priNonent.  Tlie  captain  of  the  Owwfo  (Wilson)  wu  killed. 
C-ouimandcr  Keoishav  blow  up  the  flagship  Wt»t^ld  to  prevont  her  from  falling  into  the 
iiandi  of  the  enemy.  Uu  waM  kiljcd,  aitd  abto  the  lirnt  lieutenant,  Zininwrman.  Two 
btriu  loaded  with  a>al  fell  inUi  thr  liandB  i>r  ihe  rehcl<t  We  have  nomo  70  men  from  the 
WtMtfield  on  board.  Tlioy  mutit  hare  «ome  arrangements  for  taking  churgo  of  them  imme- 
diately on  mir  arrival,  a^  we  have  only  our  own  cnw. 

Wm.  L.  Bl'BT, 
Major  and  Aid-4e^anip,  Staff  o}  Of nerai  HamiUon.   , 
a.  p.  Baxkh, 

Commandituf  Dtfartmtnt  of  th*  Oalf. 

C.  HrooiNs. 


S«port  «r  B«ar-Adoiiral  Famgat,  V.  8.  Tfvry,  tnuumittlog  tlie  proeacdiagi  of  tha  cowl 

of  oQciairy. 

No.  10.]  Flagship  UARTFt>RD, 

New  Orleans,  January  IS,  1863. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  proceedings  of  tho  < 
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court  of  enquiry  hold  in  the  case  of  the  rocont  disaster  at  Galvoston, 
also  the  report  of  the  court. 

I  tliink  you  will  perceive  from  these  that  there  was  no  justification 
for  cither  the  destruction  of  the  We^tfUld  or  for  the  abandoning  of  the 
Harriet  f^ne  to  her  fate,  and  ultimately'  leaving  the  harlH)r.  The 
enemy  was  evidently  worsted,  hut  as  a  ruse,  aided,  I  fear,  hy  tlic  want 
of  courage  or  fidcUtV  on  the  part  of  the  acting  master  from  the  f^ne, 
they  determined  to  noist  a  flag  of  truce,  go  on  hoard  the  comnmnding 
ofhcor's  vessel,  offer  to  him  the  t«mi8  that  he  should  take  all  hits  people 
out  of  the  harlwr  in  one  vessel,  ahaiidoning  the  rest  tu  them,  and  also 
make  the  statcnient,  which  they  did.  that  all  the  officers  and  t  wo- 
thirda  of  men  were  killed  on  hoard  the  fMne,  wliich  statement  said 
master  must  have  known  to  be  untrue,  if  the  testimony  of  the  rebel 
witness  (I'arrie)  is  to  be  believed,  viz,  that  she  landed  110  men.  The 
ruse  had  the  desired  ctfeet.  and  our  vessels  were  ordered  hy  Com- 
mander Renslmw  to  leave  the  harbor,  abandoning  the  Lom  and  blow- 
ing up  the  Westfield. 

While  relating  the  facts  ol  this  disaster.  I  must  not  forget  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  strong  testimony  in  Iwhalf  of  Acting  volunteer 
Masters  Amos  Johnson,  conmian<ling  the  Sachem,  and  A.  T.  Spear, 
commanding  the  Coryvheus  (yacht).  an<l  their  respective  offieers  and 
crews,  who  behaved  with  imcoramon  coolness  and  great  courage  from 
the  commencement  tu  the  ending  of  the  encounter,  keeping  up  their 
fire  for  the  protection  of  the  soldiers  on  shore,  and  when  ordered  to 
abandon  and  destroy  their  vessels.  pei-»<'vered,  although  left  entirely 
by  themselves,  ami  got  both  their  vessels  out;  for  which  conduct! 
moat  respectfully  recommond  thoir  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting 
volunteer  lieutenants. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serraut, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-AdTnirxU. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nain/,  Wa^hint/ton,  D.  C. 

(Eiidosurv.) 
Proe€tding*  of  court  of  mjfuiry. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Hartford, 

At  Anclior  off  Nev?  Orhan/i,  January  12,  IS6S. 

Sm:  In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  we  proi'ee<l  to  state 
the  facts  in  rchilion  to  the  capture  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  lSti3,  as  elicite<l  by  the  testimony  before  the  court  of 
enquiry. 

The  naval  force  in  possession  consisted  of  the  Westfifld,  Clifton, 
Harriet  Lane,  Owtisco,  Sachem,  and  Coryphtus.  The  two  latter  hod 
mined  on!}'  two  days  previous  to  the  attack,  having  come  up  from 
below,  the  Sachem  (steamer)  in  a  broken-down  condition,  and  the 
Coryphewi  as  her  escort.  The  position  of  the  vessels  was  as  shown 
by  the  accompanying  chart.  Tlie  Utiited  States  troops  on  shore  con- 
sisted of  260  rank  and  file,  commanded  by  Colonel  (T.  S.]  Burrell,  of  the 
Forty-second  M«ssachu.**etts  Volunteers,  occupying,  by  advice  of  the 
commanding  naval  oIKcer,  a  wharf  in  the  town. 

It  seems  that  the  night  previous  to  the  attack,  information  had 
been  received  by  the  commanding  oificera  of  both  land  and  naval 
forces  thatsuch  an  attempt  might  be  made.    At  1.30  a.  m.,  on  the  lat 
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of  January,  it  being  bright  moonlicbt,  some  two  or  three  rebel  steam- 
ers were  discovered  in  the  bay  a  Dove  by  the  Clifton;  the  West  field 
frt>iii  the  other  channel  likewise  made  the  same  discovery;  the  naval 
force*!  tlicrefore  were  not  taken  by  Murprise.  Very  soon  after,  our 
troops  on  shore  learned  through  their  pickel.s  tliat  tne  artillery  of  tlie 
enemv  was  in  possession  of  tlic  nnirket  |ilure.  about  one-quurter  of  h 
mile  distant.  The  attack  commenced  on  shore  about  '.i  a.  m.,  by  the 
enemy  upon  our  troops,  which  were  defended  by  the  SachfTn  and 
Corypheus  with  great  energy,  our  troops  only  repljnng  w  ith  musketry, 
havnig  no  artillery.  About  dawn,  the  HarrUi  Lane  was  attacked,  or 
rather  attm-ked  two  rebel  stouniers,  one  of  which,  the  Batjou  City,  was 
armed  with  (>!S-|X)iuider  riHe  gnn,  had  200  troups,  and  was  barricaded 
with  cotton  bales  S4>nie  20  feet  from  the  water  line.  The  other,  the 
Neptunt\  was  similarly  barricaded,  and  wii.s  armed  with  two  small 
brass  pieces  and  IfiO  men  (both  Avere  comnmn  river  steainers).  The 
Harriet  Lane  was  underway  in  time  and  went  up  U)  the  attack,  firing 
her  bow  gun,  which  was  answered  by  the  rebels,  but  their  6K-|>ounder 
buwt  at  the  third  fire.  The  Harrift  lAtne  ran  into  the  Bayou  Citrft 
carr3'i[iK  away  her  wheel-guard,  passei!  her.  and  gave  her  a  broadside, 
which  uicl  hef  little  or  no  <lamage.  The  other  rebel  steamer  then  ran 
into  the  Ilarrlft  iMiie,  but  was  s<>  disatiled  by  the  collision  that  she 
was  soon  afterwards  ohhged  t-o  back  iri  on  tlie  Hats,  wlu'rc  she  sank  in 
about  8  feet  of  water,  near  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  Bnyou  City 
turned  and  ran  int<i  the  Ilarrn't  ijinr,  and  she  remaine<i  se<'iired  tx)  her 
by  catching  under  her  guard,  pouring  in  incessant  vollevs  of  nuisketry, 
as  did  also  the  other  steamer,  which  was  returned  by  tbe  UarriH  Lan^ 
with  musketr>'.  This  drove  the  Jiarriet  Laiie'ji  men  from  her  guns 
and  probably  wounded  Commander  Wainwright  and  Lieutenant 
Commander  Lea,  the  latter  mortally.  She  was  then  carried  by 
boarding  by  the  Haymt.  City,  lier  <!onmuirulcr  sununotu^il  to  surrender, 
which  he  refused,  gallantly  defending  himself  with  his  revolvers  until 
killed.  But  5  of  the  llarrift  Laiu'a  men  were  killed  and  5  wounded; 
110,  exclusive  of  officers  and  wounded,  were  landed  onshore,  prisoners. 
Her  conmiander  and  fii"st  lieutenant  were  hurled  Km  the  following 
day  on  shore,  in  the  cemetery,  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  her  uthei* 
oHicers  paroled. 

The  Owasco,  wliioh  had  been  anchored  below  the  town,  coaling,  the 
night  before,  got  underway,  moved  up  at  the  conmiencement  of  the 
attack,  and  eugui;ed  the  enemy's  urtdlery  on  shore.  When  it  waa 
lieht  enough  for  lier  to  observe  that  there  were  two  rebel  steamers 
alongside  uw  UarriH  lAirif,  she  moved  up  to  her  assistance,  gi'ounding 
several  times  in  .s*>  doing  <owuig  to  the  narrowness  of  the  chaniiel). 
She  ctmld  only  tH'casionally  bring  her  Xl-inch  gun  to  bear.  She  was 
soon  driven  back  by  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy's  nuisketry.  and 
when  the  howitzers  of  the  Ilarrift  Lane  o[HYned  on  her,  she  con- 
cluded she  had  been  captured,  and  backed  down  below  the  Sachem 
and  Corypheus,  continuing  her  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  shore. 
She  had  all  her  rifle  gun's  crew^  wounded  when  above,  and  lost,  in 
all,  1  man  killed  and  15  wounded. 

llie  Clifton^  before  the  action  commenced,  went  around  into 
Bolivar  Channel  to  render  assistance  to  the  WeMfield,  wlio  liad  got 
underway  when  the  rebel  steamers  were  first  discovered,  soon  after- 
wards got  hard  and  fast  ashore,  at  high  water,  and  then  made  a  signal 
for  utit^tauce.     WliiJe  the  Clijton  was  in  the  act  of  rendering  this 
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asdfltance,  the  flashes  of  the  enemy's  &:iins  were  lirst  seen  in  the  town. 
Commander  Renshaw  then  directed  Lieutenant  Commander  Law  to 
leave  him  and  to  return  to  the  t<»wn.  The  moon  hail  now  gone  down, 
and  it  became  c|uite  dark,  yet  the  Clifton,  with  Kome  diiucultv,  ^t 
around  ijito  the  other  channel,  opening  her  l)atterl€^  upon  Fort  Pomt, 
which  the  ivhels  now  hud  i>os.ses.sion  of,  shcliing  them  out  and  driving 
them  up  the  beach  as  she  nearcd  the  town.  Ilcrc  she  anchored  and 
coiilinued  the  engaj!;ement,  but  did  not  proceed  up  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Harriet  Lanr,  owing  to  tlic  faikire  of  the  (hva^co,  the  intricacy  of 
the  cliannel,  and  the  apprehension  of  killing  the  crew  of  the  UatTki 
Lane,  who  were  then  exposed  by  the  rebels  on  her  upper  deck.  It 
was  now  about  7. .10  a.  m. ;  a  wliite  flag  wasi  lioisted  on  tlie  Harriet  Lane; 
a  boat  bearing  a  flag  of  truc(%  with  a  rebel  ofiicer  and  an  acting  master 
of  the  Harrii'.i  Lauf,  ean.ie  down  to  tine  CHfttni,  informing  her  com- 
mander of  ihecaptureof  the  fiarrift  A^rtnf.  the  death  of  her  commander 
and  first  Ueutenant,  the  killing  and  wounding  <»f  tivo-tliirds  of  her 
crew,  all  of  which  was  corroborated  by  the  acting  master. 
k  Major  [Leon]  Sniith.  their  commander,  now  proposed  that  our 
I  Tessels  should  all  surrender,  and  that  one  should  be  allowed,  with  llie 
crews  of  all.  to  leave  the  harbor;  otherwise,  they  would  proceed  d<->wn 
with  the  IJarrkt  iMur  and  all  their  steamers  (three  more  of  which 
had  a|)neared  in  sight  after  dayhght.  hut  were  neither  armed  nor 
barricaded),  and  proceed  to  capture  the  gimlwat*  in  line.  Licu- 
tenant.-Commander  Law  replied  that  he  was  not  tiie  commanding 
ofiicer.  and  he  conhl  not  imagine  that  such  temw  could  he  accepted; 
but  that  he  would  take  the  acting  master  of  the  HarriH  Lane  and 
proceed  over  Ut  the  WtxlfuhJ  auil  tender  liis  pi-o]>usal  to  Commander 
Renshaw.  This  he  did,  and  went  in  his  own  boat.  Flags  of  tnice 
were  at  this  time  flying  on  our  vi^ssels  and  by  the  parties  on  shore. 
During  the  absence  of  Ijieu  ten  ant-Commander  Law,  and  under  these 
flags  of  truce,  the  rebels  coolly  made  piisoners  of  our  troops  on  shore; 
got  more  of  their  artillery  into  position  and  towed  the  Harriet  Lane 
alongside  the  wharf,  thi»ugb  it  had  been  imdei'stood  tliat  everything 
Lshould  remain  in  statu  (juo  until  an  answer  should  have  been  received. 
'Commander  Uenshaw  refused  to  accede  to  the  proposition,  directed 
Lieutenants-Commander  Law  to  return  and  gc;t  all  the  vessels  out  of 
port  as  soon  as  possible;  and  as  he  found  he  could  not  get  the  Weetfield 
afloat,  he  should  blow  Iwr  up  and  go  on  board  the  artny  transports 
8a^<tn  and  M,  A.  Boanlman,  wiiich  were  lying  near  lilm,  witn  hia 
officers  and  crew. 

I  Upon  Lieutenant-Commander  Law's  return  to  his  vessel  he  pro- 
poeeaed  to  carry  out  these  directions.  The  (lags  of  tnn*  were  hauled 
down,  the  enemy  firing  upon  tite  vessels  as  we  then  left  the  harbor. 
Wlien  the  Clifton  was  luilfway  toward  the  bar,  her  conunantler  was 
infonried  by  a  boat  from  the  WtHt/h-fil  that  in  the  e.v[)losi()n  of  that 
vessel,  which  they  observed  some  half  hour  before  Commander 
[W.  fi-l  Uenshaw,  Lieutenant  [C.  W.]  Zimmerman,  lOngineer  [\V.  K.] 
Greene,  and  some  10  or  15  of  the  crew  had  perished  (the  explosion 
being  premature).  Lieut-enant-Commander  Law  now  being  com- 
manding officer,  proceeded  to  cross  bis  vessels  over  the  bar  anufinally 
concluded  to  aoaudon  the  blockade  altogether,  considering  the 
Owa^tcu  as  his  only  efficient  vessel  and  regarding  lier  as  not  e([ual  to 
resist  an  attack  from  the  Harriet  LdWt  should  she  cumc  out  for  that 
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purpose.     By  8  p.  m.,  they  had  all  left  the  blockade,  although  the 
commander  of  the  Clifton  had  been  notified  by  an  officer  on  board  \ 
the  M .  A.  Bminhnan  tliat  another  traiiHoort  would  be  down  with- 
in fortj'-eight  hours,  and  requested  that  he  would  warn  her  off. 

The  vessels  which  were  left  in  |M»sspssion  of  the  cneniv  were  the 
Harriet  iMne  and  two  coal  barks,  the  Cavalio  and  Elias  Pii-e.    The] 
only  injury  sustained  by  the  Uurj'jH  Lane  appears  to  have  been  from". 
an  Xl-incli  shell  under  her  counter,  fired  by  the  Owasco,  and  thej 
damage  to  her  guard  from  the  follision. 
Very  respectfully, 

Ja8.  S.  Palmer, 

Captain. 
Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 

h.  A.  KlMBEKLY, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Fakraout, 

Cotnmanding  Western  (ruif  Blockiuhng  Squadron. 
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oaplara  of  Laiiv. 
.  U.  6.  flteuncrOwa^coenfrnfTinffohnn-.  haiivrlfjiRnd  ihoHt^^uiifn  i  nui  agKHind). 
.  U.  8.  atcuiMr  Cliftou  camf  ant)  aiicborvl  nlier  ca|»titrc  of  Hmrrict  Lauo. 


,/AMaj'*«a(Mm«n«rlMmant  Mini  and  wbllauig>guixlAiMiitMlanriuuaugagrouDil,  «(c. 
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Commendatory  ordftr  from  BoAT'AdmiTAl  Farragat,  D.  8.  V%ry,  to  Aoting  ICaatar  Spear, 
U.  8.  Navy,  comraandiog  V.  8.  icbcKiner  Coirplioai, 

Special  ortliT.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

NewOrhan^t,  Janunnj  I4,  ISBS. 
Sir:  The  rear-admiral  coiumandu]f>  is  oxct'CHliiigly  well  pleased 
with  yimr  C()[»liirl,  &n  well  as  with  tliat  of  your  crew,  during  the 
pvftt'Uiiliou  *>f  (Jalvesloii  Harhor,  Tex.,  on  the  1st  day  of  .lannary, 
I8ti:i,  hy  our  fnnps.     As  a  mark  of  his  appreciation  of  youi'  gal- 
lantry he  hji-s  nMdintniMHled  v<tu  to  the  Uepartment  for  advance^ 
menl,  has  made  11.  il.  Nicho^on  (oj*diiiary  seamau)  Ut  be  ina-ster'a 
mate,  and  hereby  directs  the  following  rales  he  estal>lished  among 
your  crew,   viz;  Clmrlrs  Wftscutl   (st-anian),  t-o  l>e  quarter  »runner; 
William   Smith    (seamun),    (<>    be   cuptiiiii    of   fftn'ciisUe;  Albert   A. 
Clurlce  (oi-dinary  seaman),  to  he  ship's  rook;  Harry  K.  Stein  foitli- 
narv  seaman)  and  Th(»miw  Mariin  (<n*dinary  seaman),  t<.i  be  seamen. 
These  rates  t^i  take  effect  from  tlie  1st  day  of  January,  1863. 
Very  lv^^peetfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fauraoitt, 

RexiT'AdmiTal. 
Acting  Master  A!J)en  T.  Spear, 

C&tnmaiiding  U.  S.  Yar^ht  Cory-pKenn. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Sesr-Adniral  Farro^ot,  V.  8.  Ifavy,  to  Aotis;  Maiter  Spe«r, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  B.  scbooner  Oeryphoos,  traaamlttlng  appointment  as  acting 
volunteer  lieatenant. 

Flaoship  Hartfori*, 
Off  New  Orleans,  February  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I   herewfth   have  tlie   pleasure  of  forwarding  to  vou  your 
appointment  as  an  acting  vohuiteer  lieutenant  for  the  fait  hfuf  perform- 
ance of  vour  duty  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  wnen  you 
had  ni'itlier  example  nor  authority  to  support  you,  but,  on  the  (con- 
trary, both  caUuig  to  you  t-o  heti-ay  that  trust  which  your  Govern- 
ment bad   rr|>o.sed  in  you   when  it  bestowed  on  you  your  onginal 
appointment:  and  hopfnt;  that  y<Hi  wid  never  forget  those  inestimable 
words,  "  Keposin^  special   trust   and  confidence   in   the  patriotism, 
valor,  fidehty.  und  abilities,  I  do  appoint  you  an  officer  in  the  Navy. 
1  remain,  your  obedient  aervaat, 

[D.  G.  Fakragut,] 

Reur'Adviiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Tiieutenant  Amjkn  T.  Spkar. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Curypheus. 


fnwlamatiOB  of  Comraedore  Bell,  U.  B.  Knvy.  annoaneing  ths  ooait  of  Texu  ai  itill  ondeT 
blockade  or  United  Btat«s  ?eBieli. 

U.  S.  Steam  Su>op  Brooki-yn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  £0,  iS63. 

Whereas  a  proclamation,  dated  Galveston,  Tex.,  4151th  January, 
1863,  and  signed  A.  Uankhead  Marrnider,  major-general,  command- 
ing, declarqs  tlit^  said  port  of  Galveston  to  be  open  for  trade  with. 
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all  friendly  nations,  and  invites  their  merchants  tx)  resume  their 
usual  commercin!  inlei'coui'sc'  with  the  said  port  of  Galveston: 

Therefore  the  undei-si^ned  hereby  warns  ail  concerned  that  the 
port  of  Galveston,  and  also  Salnne  Pans,  as  well  as  the  whole  coast 
of  Texas,  are  under  an  arttial  hlofkadc  by  a  suirioieiit  force  of 
United  State's  vessels,  and  any  merchant  vessel  appearing  off  the 
aforesaid  portJ*,  or  attejnpting  to  pass  out  from  the  said  ptirts,  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  will  be  captured,  notwithstanding  the  afore- 
said proclamation,  and  sent  int-o  an  open  port  of  tlie  United  States 
for  aajudication. 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Commodore,  Comdg.  V.  8.  Foren*  off  Galvest4>n 

and  the  CoaM  oj  Texan. 


Ordsr  of  the  ftecrsur;  of  th«  Navy  to  Sear-AdmirEl  Farragot,  U.  B.  Vmry,  to  fomiih 
nport  of  eaiaaltiai  on  the  U.  S.  B.  Harriet  Lan* . 

Navy  Depaetmext,  Febrxiary  S,  18GS. 
Sir:  The  Department  as  yet  has  no  uiforniation  of  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  fjarrirt  Imiw.,  or  who  they  were. 
You  will  please  endeavor  to  ascertaiji  this  fact,  bv  Hag  of  truce,  if 
necessary,  and  also  who  are  the  sur\nv4>rs  of  the  disaster  and  what 
disposition  has  been  made  of  them,  and  any  other  facts  connected 
with  the  disasters. 

Communical*  the  result  of  your  enquiries  to  the  Department  by 
the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

GiDEO!>r  Welles, 

Sfcreiarif  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Adrairal  D.  G.  Farragitt,  etc., 

Neic  Orieana. 


Ueport  of  Ksar-Admiral  FarragQt,  XJ.  8.  Ifavy,  traaimittiiig  dnplieats  Uat  of  oaavaltlM  on 
board  tho  V.  8   8.  Harriet  I.ane. 

No.  46.]  Fi.Ao.snip  IIarttord, 

New  Orleans,  February  17,  i86S. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  3d  instant,  calling  for  the  lists 
of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Harriet  Ixine  and  the  particulars 
connected  with  the  disaster.  1  have  to  state  that  I  forwaitled  the 
lists,  etc.,  to  the  Department  by  Paymaster  Hellen,  who  left  this 
port  in  the  tratisporl  .\nrth  Star  on  or  about  the  .'{Otli  ultimo,  and  a 
duplicate  list  is  herewith  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  see  that  tliero 
were  but  5  kiHed  and  S  or  10  wounded,  onlv  T)  severely  and  the  rest 
slightly.  The  survivors  al  lirsl  were  offered  to  be  given  up  to  Com- 
modore Bell  on  parole,  but  sid)scquently  Gc^neral  Magrudcr  changed 
his  mind  and  sent  them  t^)  Vicksburg  ti>  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  wishes  of  the  f'onfederate  (iovernment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraottt, 

Eear-Admiral 
Hon.  OiDEo.v  Welles, 

SecreUirif  oj  the  Navy. 
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Sent  $200,000  by  the  Cirtm»ian,  6th  March,  1863. 


Baport  of  Bear- Admiral  Farragot  IT.  S,  Rary,  annaDDelag  arrival  at  Vaw  OrUana  of  lor- 
vtvors  from  tbe  U.  8.  vessel!  Harriet  Lane  and  Queen  of  the  Weat. 

No.  56.]  Flagsittp  Hartford, 

Ncii:  OrhniiA,  Fehrunry  26,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  havo  to  roport  tlio  iirrival  here  of  Assist  ant  Surgeon  [T.  N.] 
Penrose,  Paymaster  R.  J.  Rirliardson,  Third  Assistant  Engmpen* 
J.  E.  Coo^>e^,  K.  N.  K\V\n,  A.  T.  K.  Miilliii,  Acting  Master's  Mate 
C.  M.  Davis,  and  77  of  the  rrew  of  the  IlarrUt  Jjine:  also  the  assist- 
ant surgeon  and  20  of  the  crew  of  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West.  They 
came  oown  to  Port  Hudson  under  a  Hag  of  truce.  Having  come 
frora  Houston,  Tex.,  thoy  were  obHged  to  perform  a  march  of  100 
miles  across  the  countrj-.  Acting  Masters  J.  A.  Hannuin  and  C.  H. 
Hamilton  and  Second  Assistant  Eiigineers  M.  H.  Plunkett  and  C.  H. 
Stone  were  retained  in  Houston.  To.x..  under  the  recent  proclama- 
tion of  Jeflfereon  Davis.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Davis  reports  the 
desertion  in  Houston,  Tex.,  of  John  Lalono  (ooal  heaver)  and  Jos. 
Bentlj'  (gimner's  mate),  of  the  IfarriH  lAine. 

As  the  exchange  of  prisouei-a  only  extends  to  the  11  th  December, 
1S6"J.  I  slmll  uilow  Assistant  Surgeon  Penrose,  who  appears  a  little 
delicate,  tu  return  North,  and  will  keen  the  crew  of  the  Lane  until 
another  exchange  is  made,  wlicn  we  will  have  them  here  for  the  use 
of  the  squadron. 

We  are  still  in  great  need  of  both  ollicers  and  men.  although  I 
have  witliin  a  few  weeks  shipped  upward  of  SO  men. 
Very  re-speotfully,  etc. 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Hear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Oii>Eo.\  Welles. 


Bcport  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragrnt,  tT.  8.  Havj,  traDimlttiiig  Hat  of  eanaltlH  and  tluin 
paroled  from  the  D.  S.  veiaeti  Harriet  Laae  and  Queeo  of  tho  Weat. 

No.  68.]  Flaqship  Hartford, 

New  OrhauA,  March  ^^  1SG3.  . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  the  surgeon 
of  the  Harriet  Lane  (A  B) .  and  also  a  list  of  officers  and  men  paroled 
from  that  ves.sel  (C),  and  fn)m  the  Queen  of  ihf.  Weal  (D). 
Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraot^t, 

Hear- Admired . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I'Bacloeun.i 

New  Orleaxs,  February  26,  186S, 
Sir:  You  will  plea-'se  find  enclosed  my  oflicial  report  of  the  casual- 
tics  occurring  on  noard  of  the  l^  S.  S.  ilarrift  Ixine,  in  the  engagement 
in  Galveston  Bay,  January  1,  1863. 
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A  large  majority  of  those  reported  as  wounded  liad  rocoverwl  i^ufH- 
I'iently  to  he  able  to  travel  hy  the  time  we  were  ordered  to  prepare 
for  the  journey.     1  tlierefore  Drought  them  on  with  me. 

Of  the  4  woiiuded  left  at  the  hospital  in  Houston  '.i  had  i-ecovered 
suflicienth*  to  be  able  to  walk  slowly  around  tlie  hosuitai  grouudH. 
There  wero  also  4  sick  men  left  in  the  nospital.  All  untier  the  care  of 
Surgeon  A.  J.  Cunirnings,  of  the  Forty-serond  Regiment  MassH{rhu- 
setta  Volunteers,  who  agreed  to  remain  a  short  time  longer  witli  the 
sick,  as  he  had  quite  a  number  of  his  regiment  there,  if  T  would  make 
the  journey  witli  all  of  the  men  coming  home,  and  attend  to  them  on 
the  route.  And,  sir,  it  was  fortunate,  indeed,  that  there  waw  a  med- 
ical officer  with  them,  for  it  proved,  as  we  feared  it  would,  a  journey 
attended  with  much  sicknciw. 

Hoping,  sir,  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  in  remaining  so  long 
with  my  wounded  will  meet  with  your  approval, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tuos.  N.  Penrose, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 


Aeport  of  X%jor-Oeneral  BtDki,  0.  8.  Army,  trftnimltting  daUilwt  report  of  lU^ot  Burtt 
of  Ooveraor  H&miltoa'i  lUff. 

IlEAlXJfAKTERS    UePAUTMENT  OF  THE    Gl'LF, 

New  Orleans:,  La.,  January  7,  186S. 

Sir:  Upon  the  departure  of  the  last  mail  ve.ssel  I  fonvdrded  a  dis- 
patch received  at  the  last  moment  from  Major  liurt.  of  the  staff  of 
General  HamUtou,  gi»vernor  of  Texas,  givinjj  a  brief  account  of  the 
disaster  at  Galveston,  Tex.  The  chief  incidenU  ha%'e  since  been 
coniinned.  The  extent  of  tlie  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Government  is 
as  follows: 

The  capture  of  the  llnrrirt  Ijine,  the  destruction  of  the  Wfsttfifld  (by 
order  of  her  conunander,  who  was  killed  by  the  explosion),  and  two 
coal  transjiurls  lying  at  Galveston.  Three  comi>anies  ol  the  Forty- 
second  M^assacliusetls  Volunteers.  Colonel  Burrell  commanding, 
which  liad  landed  on  the  wharf  under  the  protection  of  tlie  lleet  two 
days  before,  were  also  captured.  The  balance  of  the  regiment,  with 
a  battery  of  artillery  and  a  deta*'hmeiit  of  Texas  cavalry*,  were  on  the 
way  to  GalvesUm,  but  had  not  landed  when  the  attack  was  made. 
They  have  all  returned  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Tlic  loss  of  the 
army  is  limited  to  the  companies  of  the  Forty-second  Massachu- 
sett-s,  260  men  in  all.  A  full  report  of  the  alfair  from  Major  Burt  is 
forwarded  to  the  Department.  It  is  unoiiicJal,  Major  liurt  not  being 
nnistered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  serving  on  the 
staff  of  General  Hamilton  by  direction  of  Ooverntir  Andrew,  of  Mas- 
sachuaetta,  but  his  statements  are  all  worthv  of  impUcit  credit. 

The  attac;k  uiK»n  the  lleet  had  unqiieationably  been  long  considered 
and  was  very  skillfully  executed.  The  presence  of  tlie  small  detacti- 
meut  of  tr(K)ps  only  added  to  the  me-ans  of  defense  very  sUghtlv,  of 
course,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  loss.  The  (Jamhrta  returned  Jrgm 
Galveston  last  evening  with  the  detachment  of  Texan  troopa.  Slie 
was  at  Galve:<ton  forty-eight  hours  without  positive  knowledge  of 
what  hud  transpired.  At  that  time  a  pilot  came  out  to  take  her  into 
iJj0  h&rhoTf  but  suspiciona  having  been  excited  by  tUo  movements  of 
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the  pwipio  on  shorn,  as  well  as  those  of  the  piK>t  himaelf,  he  was  rom- 
pellefl  to  come  on  hoard  the  Cnmbr'm,  forced  to  disclose  the  condition 
uf  alTaii's,  and  wa^  brought  to  thin  city. 

The  dptaeliiiieiil  uf  troops  was  sent  to  Galveston  upon  the  sup^es- 
tion  of  Admiral  Farraijiit  and  upon  the  ntatenient  of  (ieneral  Butler 
that  he  had  contemplated  onlering  a  small  force  there  to  assist  in 
recruiting  Texas  refugees.  It  was  supposed  that  the  ileet  made  the 
occupation  of  the  part  of  the  island  adjacent  to  the  giinhoats  perfectly 
secure.  It  would  not,  however,  have  been  sent  forward  so  smin  after 
my  arrival  had  it  not  been  for  the  impatience  of  General  Hamilton. 
TiVhen  it  became  known  that  our  destination  was  New  Orleans  and 
not  Texas,  which  was  not  until  our  arrival  here,  those  connected  with 
him  became  very  vinlent  and  ilcnounce<l  un.sparingly  the  Government 
and  alt  conni>cted  with  the  expedition  for  what  was  called  had  faith 
in  its  management. 

*  «  *  *  *  «  * 

It  was  mainly  the  impatience  of  these  people  that  prompted  me  to 

forward  the  detachment  to  Galveston,  but  only  upon  the  concuireuce 

of  Admiral  Farragut  and  General  Butler  as  to  its  exj>e<lience  and 

safety.     Such  is  a  full  statement  of  my  participation  in  this  affair. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  3'our  obe<lient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  ITai.lkck. 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Army. 

IKnchMUifl 

My  Drar  General:  At  your  request  I  have  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing brief  and  informal  statement  of  the  affair  at  (Jalveston,  Tex., 
January  1,  bS03: 

I  was  on  board  the  transport  propeller  Man/  A.  Boardman,  lying 
at  anchor  near  the  flagship  H  futfiem,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant. 
The  first  warning  of  an  attack  was  the  appearance  of  four  rebel  gun- 
boats coming  down  tlie  bay  toward  the  city  at  about  3  a.  m.  At 
this  tinu*  the  moon  wiw  shining  briglitly  and  objwts  could  be  seen  at 
consideruI)le  distance,  but  soon  alter  the  moon  went  down  and  it 
became  liazy  and  very  dark.  SiM>n  after  the  moon  went  down  a  land 
attack  upon  tlie  city  was  signaled  from  the  Tlarrwi  Imw.,  which  lay 
at  the  extreme  upper  part  of  the  city. 

The  Wfst/ifld.  in  endoavoi-ing  to  run  up  to  the  assistance  of  the 
town,  got  aground  on  Pelican  Island,  near  us,  where  she  lay  useless 
through  the  li^^lit,  and  where  she  was  iiiially  blown  up  by  Commander 
Ren-shaw.  The  gunboat  Clifton  came  to  her  assistance,  but  was 
unable  to  get  her  off,  and  while  she  was  there  the  attai'k  commenced 
upon  the  Uarriei  iMiie  and  upon  the  town.  This  was  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  only  land  force  in  GalveAt^>n  c-onsLsted  of  companies  D,  G,  and 
I,  of  the  tVrty-second  Massachusetts,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Burrell.  These  men  wei-e  located  upon  one  of  the  wharves,  and  the 
attack  upon  them  appeared  to  be  with  muskotn,'  and  artillerj'  in  the 
slreeLs  and  fronj  the  buildings,  two  pieces  of  artilleiy  appearing  to 
be  located  in  the  wcond  story  of  a  warehouse,  coiitrttUing  the  wharf. 

The  attack  made  at  the  sauio  time  upou  the  Harriet  Lane  was  by 
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ith  her,  and  by 


Iwo  ("ebel  [^^unboats  running  directly  on  and  closir 
artillory  from  the  shore  and  musketry  from  the  buildmgs. 

As  tfie  C'hjton  returned  frtiiu  the  \if'estj\fld  toward  the  wharf,  a  bat- 
tery of  two  ^uns,  wliich  had  been  placed  on  Fort  Point  during  the 
ni^ht,  opened  upon  her.  These  ^ms  liad  been  piueed  in  tht;  same 
fortifieatii>ns  from  which  the  gunboats  liiid  driven  the  rebels  when 
we  first  took  possession  of  the  city.  The  fortifications  had  not  been 
leveled  bv  our  forces  after  securing  possession  of  tliem. 

The  finng  was  continuous  iu  tlie  city  and  from  t)io  gunboats  until 
daylight,  the  firing  from  the  Harriet  Jjane  slacking  ftnit.  At  this  time 
two  rebel  gunboats,  one  partially'  bumwl  an<l  sunk,  appeared  close 
by  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  two  more,  one  a  ram  covered  witli  a  roof, 
plated  with  bars  of  iron  resembling  railroad  iron,  and  another  a  Mis- 
sissippi steamboat,  shielded  by  cotl^^n  to  the  height  of  25  feet  or 
more,  the  top  covered  thickly  with  sharpshooters,  were  lying  directly 
opposite  our  ve«.sel,  heading  towani  the  wharf,  and  one  other  Missis- 
sippi boat,  some  2  miles  farther  up  the  bay,  was  coming  down. 

It  proved  tliat  the  Uarriel  iMn-e.  had  beeu  carried  by  boarding,  her 
captain,  Wainwright,  killed,  her  hrst  lieutenant,  Lea,  mortally 
wounded,  and  alE  her  men  and  ofhcera  either  killed  <tr  taken  pristmers, 
some  130  in  number.  S(jon  the  0«vMf o  and  rVi/ton,  gunboats,  raisetl 
white  (lags,  and  Captain  Law  started  in  his  boat  from  the.t'/j/ton  to 
the  WeMjidd  and  had  an  interview  with  Commander  Uenshaw.  Our 
vessel,  the  Mary  Bixirdman,  was  then  alongside  the  We^tjield,  having 
endeavored  Ui  haul  lier  ofT.  As  soon  as  Captain  Law  left  for  Ins  own 
vessel  Ct>mmander  Kenshaw  sent  an  officer  to  ;is  saying  that  he  was 
going  to  blow  up  the  Westfield,  and  requesting  us  to  assist  in  taking  off 
her  men  and  whatever  could  be  saved.  I  remonstrated  with  this 
officer  that  it  was  unnecessarA*,  and  that  the  whole  force  could  lie  by 
and  prot-ect  the  Westfield  until  the  tide  turned  (which  was  then  nin- 
ning  out),  when  she  would  float  and  we  could  save  her,  and  as  who 
was  heavdy  armed  and  of  light  draft,  she  was  invalualUe.  I  aUo 
recpiested  the  commander  to  come  on  board.  This  remonstrance 
was  reijieated  to  ever>'  officer  that  came  to  m}*  ves-sel  with  men.  We 
received  on  board  the  men  and  their  baggage,  with  the  property  ol 
their  ship,  until  our  decks  would  hold  no  more,  and  the  real  was 
placed  on  the  transport  Saxon. 

At  about  10  a,  m.,  while  the  commander's  boat  and  crew  and  second 
cutter  and  crew  were  at  the  Westfield  to  receive  the  last  man,  the 
conunander,  having  poured  turpentine  over  the  forward  magn?:ine 
and  ju.st  over  where  she  was  aground,  set  her  on  (ire  with  his  own 
hand.  ITc  stepped  down  into  his  boat,  in  wliich  were  First  Lieu- 
tenant Zimmerman.  Chief  Kngineer  Greene,  and  two  oarsmen.  The 
mao:azine  immediately  exploded,  tearing  the  bow  of  the  vessel  open 
and  blowing  her  to  pieces  to  the  water's  edge  and  back  to  tlie  smoke- 
stack. 

After  the  explosion  no  living  thing  could  be  seen.  She  did  not 
sink,  being  aground;  and  her  gima  aft,  which  were  double  shotted 
and  run  out,  as  the  flame,*!  should  reach  them,  threatened  us,  at  the 
short  distance  we  were  from  her  with  destruction,  which  might 
have  been  foreseen  when  she  was  fired. 

Acting  Sailing  Master  [L.  DJ  Smalley  took  charge  of  us  as  pilot, 
and  we  started  for  the  bar.     It  was  evident  that  we  could  not  get 


WEST  GULF   B1.0CKADING   SQUADRON. 


467 


over  with  what  we  had  on  board,  and  we  tlirew  overboard  every- 
thing on  deck  except  what  belunge<i  to  the  men  of  the  WentfifAd. 
We  went  over  the  bar.  striking  verj-  heavily,  followed  by  the  Saxon, 
Itwo  fimall  schooners,  the  Clifton,  OuHi-tfco,  and  Sacfifm,  ^inboats, 
leaving  the  Harriet  Lane  in  tlie  liunds  of  the  rel>els,  with  two  harks 
loaded  with  eoal  and  one  sniall  schooner. 

All  the  inenVf  the  Forty-second  Ke^niont  Massaehujwtts  Volun- 
teers who  were  on  shore,  exeept  the  adjutant,  were  killed  or  taken 
prisoners;  he  escaped  in  a  small  boat.  No  attempt  was  made  by 
the  oihcers  of  any  of  the  j^irdxiats  to  conmiunicate  with  the  city, 
and  no  effort  to  obtain  the  wounded  or  to  leani  who  were  killed  op 
who  w^ounded  in  any  whv.  THptain  IjHW,  who  was  the  senior  ulficer, 
ordered  the  men  on  hoaril  our  vessi^Iw  to  New  Orleans.  B<'fore 
atarting  I  informed  him  that  the  transport  Oamhria,  from  New 
Orleans,  would  hw  at  Galveston  with  men  within  forty-eight  hours 
and  to  warn  her  o(f . 

W©  brought  t«  New  Orleans  between  70  and  80  men  from  the 
WestfieM,  arriving  on  the  morning  of  January  4.  and  a  few  hours 
later  I  *as  astonished  to  learn  that  we  were  followed  by  all  the  gun- 
boats anil  that  flalveston  TIarbor  hail  been  left  entirely  unproterted. 

Tlie  rebel  land  force,  probably  not  less  than  il.OftO  men,  was  com- 
manded by  General  Majjnider.  The  railroad  and  bridge  from  the 
mainland  to  Galveston,  which  hnd  never  been  cut  bv  us.  and  which 
was  in  full  control  and  use  of  the  rebels,  fumishetl  them  an  easy 
and  rapid  means  of  transportation  and  attack,  and  was  undoubtedly 
[lOne  of  the  prime  causes  of  the  disaster. 
Keapectfnlly, 

Wm.  }j.  Burt, 
Major  ami  Aiti-df-Cam-p  to  Brigadier-Qenerai  IlamiUon. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Commanding  DepartmeTii  of  the  Gulf, 


E  of  LiaoUnaiit  Davii,  If.  B.  Army,  Adjount  Fortj-ieeood  Maiiachnietta  Infuitrj, 

Hdqrs.  Fonrr-SEoovp  MAssAcnnaErrs  MrLrriA, 

In  Camp  at  VarrolUon,  La.,  January  10,  186S. 

General:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  21st  of  December  1S62, 
Companies  G,  O,  and  I,  of  this  ri'<;iment,  under  conunand  of  Colonel 
I.  S.  nurrell,  left  New  ()rlean.s  in  the  steamer  Nnj*on  for  Galveston  (the 
remaining  comj)aniea  were  to  proceed  thither  as  fast  as  they  arrived 
here).  Colonel  Burrell's  orders  were  to  land  and  take  tlie  post. 
He  also  received  from  the  chief  fpiartermaster  same  verbal  advice 
to  consult  with  the  commander  of  the  naval  force  there  in  reference 
to  the  course  he  would  pursue  on  arrival.  We  airived  there  on  the 
21  th.  Colonel  Burrell  inimediat^'ly  consulted  with  ComnuKlore 
Renshaw,  uf  the  gunl><)at  Weiitfifhl,  in  command,  and  by  iiis  advice 
we  landed  on  Ivuhn's  Wharf  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  On  several 
subsequent  occasions  the  officers  of  the  gunboat  assured  us  of  entire 
and  perfect  safety  in  our  position  again.st  any  attack  of  the  enemv. 

About  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  January  1 ,  ISfiS.  soon  after  tfie 
moon  had  gone  down,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  tne  enemy,  who 
were  advancing  with  their  artillery.     We  instantly  formed  m  line 
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on  the  wharf  behind  our  harricaclefi,  and  at  the  same  time  wo  sag- 
nahzod  t,lu>  criinhcmt.s  lliat  tlie  cnpiny  were  iip4in  lis. 

The  enemy  tlien  opened  fire  on  us  with  his  artillery,  which  waa 
respomled  to  l>y  the  j^iinljoats.  (hir  quarters  Imd  hoen  a  wooden 
-building  on  the  wliarf  whirli  we  hud  harric'ach>d  un  the  inside.  We 
had  idso  liarrieaded  the  wharf  in  1  wn  phiees.  Al  this  building  most  of 
the  enemy's' shots  were  din»cted,  and  it  was  there  thAt  most  of  our 
damaj;e  was  received.  An  att^^mpt  of  tlie  enemy  to  rapture  us  at 
one  time  before  dayliplU  was  successfully  resisted  by  our  men. 

Soon  after  dayhj^ht  we  discovoi-ed  four  rebel  j^nb'oat«  and  a  ram 
making  for  our  ileet.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  the  HarrUt  Lam. 
At  S  o'clock  a.  m.  a  Haj;  of  lru<'e  was  raised  by  tlie  enemy  on  the 
RarriH  I^ne  and  on  shore,  f^lags  of  truce  were  then  raised  l)y  the 
several  gunbt^ats,  and  finally  bj'  CVilonel  Uurrell  on  the  wharf.  Colonel 
Burrell  not  having  any  information  as  to  the  reason  of  this  ce-ssa- 
tion  t>f  firing,  then  ordered  me  to  go  on  board  the  gunboats  and  find 
out  the  object  of  the  flags  of  truce,  and  also  to  get  the  gunboats  to 
come  up  to  the  wharf  and  take  our  men  off,  the  enemy  being  too 
strong  for  us  to  contend  against  on  shore.  I  got  on  board  thel9wj(Mfo, 
the  Westtielfl  being  aground  some  'A  miles  farther  off.  Captain  l^aw, 
of  the  Clifton,  Imd  gone  on  board  the  W'rsififld,  and  while  awaiting 
his  return,  in  order  to  get  an  answer  to  my  rec^uest,  1  saw  from  the 
deck  of  the  Owa^co  our  men  being  tuarclied  off  pris<mers  by  the  enemy. 
This  was  done  wliile  the  llags  of  truce  were  still  flying  at  all  points. 
On  Captain  Law's  return  he  informed  nie  that  the  gunboat^s  would 

Croceed  to  sea  immediately;  so,  Hnding  our  men  ha<l  been  captured, 
y  advice  of  naval  oliicers.  I  remained  on  board  the  gunboat  ond 
groceeded  to  New  Orleans  and  reiK>rted  in  person  to  ifajor-General 
anks. 

I  do  not  think  that  over  20  of  our  men  were  wounded,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  any  werr  killed.  Tri  addition  to  the  three  companies 
mentioned,  with  iheir  olMcers.  thrre  were  taken  pri.soners  Colonel 
I.  S.  BuiTclI.  Surgeon  A.  .1.  Cummings,  Chapliiin  tieorge  J.  Sanger, 
also  I^ieutenant  B.  S.  Stowell,  of  Company  K. 

We  had  entrenching  tools  for  500  men,  some  thirty  days'  com- 
missary supplies,  with  tliree  months'  medical  stores,  and  about 
25,000  rouncls  of  anmuuiition,  all  of  which  were  lost,  as  also,  I  regret 
to  say,  were  both  of  our  regimental  colors.  The  force  of  the  enemy 
on  sliore  was  not  less  than  3,000  troops,  with  some  twenty  pieces  of 
artillery,  most  of  them  being  apparently  12-pounders,  with  some 
rifled  gims.  They  had  also  planted  on  tlu^  eastern  part  of  the  island 
three  30-pounder  rifled  Parrutt  guns. 

Accordmg  to  their  own  account  there  were  not  less  than  the  same 
number  t)f  troops  on  the  various  gimboats.  1  know  nottting  of  the 
h).ss  of  the  enemy,  but  judge  it  must  have  been  large.  The  ^nboat 
WfstftfU,  being  aground,  was  blown  up  to  prevent  it«  falluig  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Commander  Renahaw,  with  4  of  Ids  chief 
officers  and  (>  of  his  men,  being  blown  up  in  her. 

I  liave  to  say  that  everything  possible  was  done  by  our  men  that 
could  be.  They  held  clear  the  wharf  on  which  we  were  situated 
until  tlie  Hags  of  truce  w<*re  raiserl;  also  drove  the  eneniv  from  one 
of  his  guns,  and  by  tlu'ir  well-<lirected  fire  prevented  its  i)eing  retaken 
again  during  the  action. 
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The  remaining  seven  companies  nf  the  re^ment  are  now  in  camp 
at  this  place  under  command  of  Lirutenani-ColonrI  J.  StedtnuTi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CnARLES  A.  Davis. 
Adjutant  Forttj'Stcoiid  Ret^iment  Masmichuftrttit  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Willl\m  SciiorLEU. 

Adjutant-Gene}^  oj  Massachuaetts. 


B«port  of  Aulitaat  Sagiiieer  Long,  U.  B,  Ann;. 

New  Orleans,  La..  Janwinj  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  subniil  I  lie  foHowing  account  of  the  attack 
on  the  United  States  forces  at  Galvcstonj  Tex.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
1st  of  .laiiiiary,  1^03: 

The  troops  sent  from  New  Orleans,  consisting  uf  three  companies 
(D,  O,  and  I)  of  (he  Foity-secmMl  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  I.  S.  Burnill,  lan<Ied  on  Kuhn's  wharf  on  the  25th 
of  De<:emf>or.  It  had  been  intended  to  land  on  Pelican  Spit,  where 
there  arc  United  Stules  Imrruclcy,  but  CnniiiiaiidefH  Ilen-shaw,  Wain- 
wright  and  Law,  U.  S.  Navy,  strongly  advised  Colonel  BurrcU  to 
occupy  the  wharf,  as  the  best  placx-  w)icre  his  men  couhl  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  gunbouts. 

Patrols  were  ^-nt  through  the  city  by  day,  pickets  were  posted  at 
the  corners  of  the  nuiin  streets,  and  a  lookout  kej)t  from  the  cupola  of 
Ifendley's  building,  which  connnnii<lcd  a  view  of  the  whole  city  and 
suburbs.  At  night,  however,  the  pickets  were  drawn  in  near  tlie  head 
of  the  wharf- 

A  barricade  was  made  ivcross  the  head  of  the  wharf  and  part  of  the 
planking  torn  U]>. 

Four  or  five  refugees,  who  had  been  hiding  in  the  town,  c«mo  to  the 
wharf  and  iiMnained  there  at  night  for  protection,  and  were  of  much 
ser%*ice  tm  a('(M)unl  of  llie  information  they  obtained  from  time  to  time 
of  the  enemy's  movements. 

Parties  of  rebel  cavalry  used  to  come  into  town  at  night.  They 
generally  came  alon^  the  beach,  where  ihcy  were  concealed  by  the 
range  oi  sand  hills  along  the  Gulf  shoi'n,  ano  on  reaching  the  suourbs 
would  separate  and  go  through  the  city  in  squads  of  two  or  three. 
Before  daylight  they  would  rendezvous  at  a  i>lace  called  Schmidt's 
Garden  and  return  to  Eagle  Grove  the  same  way  they  cunie. 

On  the  .'iOtb  Decemlwr  the  rehigee-s  who  stayed  on  lluMvlmrf  reported 
that  there  was  u  rumor  in  town  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on  the 
troops  that  night.  In  order  to  Im'  prepare<l,  I  constructe<l  a  socuiid 
barricade  in  the  position  shown  by  the  accompanying  sketch  and  the 
planks  torn  up.  This  barricade  was  built  of  planks,  timber,  and  bar- 
rels of  plaster,  which  were  found  in  the  warehouse  on  the  wharf.  An 
entrance  was  left  in  the  center,  and  bales  uf  cutt<m  and  bags  of  cotton 
see<l  kept  near  by  to  close  it  when  necessary. 

The  pickets  were  driven  in  about  1 1  o  clock  at  night,  by  a  party  of 
cavalry,  but  no  attack  was  made  that  night. 
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Shortly  after  1  a.  m.  on  the  1st  iiiatant  the  pickets  came  in  and 
reported  that  there  was  artUIer}'  in  (lie  inarKel  place.  Cuptam 
Sherive  went  out  to  reconnoiter  and  conJirmod  the  report.  Colonel 
Burrell  poste<l  his  men  behind  the  ban*icade,  sl^aled  to  the  jrunhoats, 
aiwl  prt'paieii  for  the  attaek.  Between  J  and  3  a.  ni.  the  enemy 
opened  lire  fi*oui  twelve  or  fifteen  piecejj  of  field  artillery,  to  which 
the  pjid)aat.s  re[ilied. 

Tne  fire  fnirii  shore  weemetl  to  hv.  dinx'ted  priucipali^v  upon  the  ware- 
house, where  the  men  slept,  hut  as  they  were  all  lying  down  behind 
the  harrieaih'  thore  were  out  few  woumled. 

jVfter  an  hour's  firing  an  attempt  wa.s  made  to  carry  the  wharf  by 
an  infantry  aawauU .  wJiich  wan  repulsed  by  uur  men,  and  at  the  same 
time  u  gun  waa  planted  on  the  end  of  the  f>rick  wharf  so  as  to  enfilade 
the  barricade,  but  the  gunners  were  driven  frotn  theii*  piece  after  their 
fii-st  fire. 

After  the  moon  went  down  (between  -l  and  5  o  clock)  the  flarriei 
Lane  was  attacked  by  three  armed  river  boats.  About  500  infantry 
were  on  board  each  twat,  protected  by  cotton  bales,  which  were  piled 
up  on  the  decks.  The  Lane  engaged  the  foremost  of  the  boatJ*,  ran 
into  and  sank  it,  but  her  bowsprit  and  rigging  got  foul  in  some  mamier. 
and  before  it  was  cleared  the  two  other  boats  ran  one  on  each  side  or 
heratxl  the  infantry  behind  the  cotton  bales  poured  a  terrilio  fir-e  upon 
tlie  deck  of  the  Tmm,  wliich  in  a  very  short  time  almost  annthilal<ed 
her  crew.     The  enemy  then  boarded  and  look  Iter. 

Wlieii  these  three  boats  attacked  the  f^t-nr.  two  others  were  seen  to 
the  west  of  Pelican  Island,  thi'eat'ening  to  come  down  BolivarChannel, 
where  the  West/ifld  lay.  Commander  Uenshaw  attempted  to  get 
underway,  but  groundc<l.  The  CUjton  was  signal(?d  to,  and  came  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Wtsifield,  but  could  not  get  her  <tfF.  By  this 
time  the  rebets  had  got  tw^o  or  three  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  in  posi- 
tion at  Fort  Point  and  opened  fire  from  them.  The  Clijion  went 
down  toward  the  point,  engaged  and  silenced  the  battery,  then  went 
up  to  the  town  and,  together  with  the  Owasco,  turned  her  gims  upon 
the  Lane  and  her  captors.  After  firing  a  short  time  a  flag  of  truce  was 
raised  on  the  Lane,  and  a  boat  with  some  rebel  oflicers  put  off  for  the 
Clifton.     The  object  of  this  flag  I  did  not  ascertaiu. 

It  was  now  about  S  o  clock.  Captain  Kenshaw  ordered  the  Saxtm 
and  }fiinf  BiHinlnian  to  come  near  tlie  Wrsf/ifld  and  take  off  her  crow, 
a-s  he  intended  to  blow  her  up.  The  crew  wiw  all  got  off  with  the 
exception  of  Captain  Kenshaw,  Lieutenant  Zimmerman,  two  other 
officers,  and  the  crew  of  the  captain's  gig,  who  remained  until  the  last 
to  file  the  vessel.  The  (ire  was  applied.  Captain  Uenshaw  was  de- 
scending the  ladder,  and  all  the  rest  were  in  the  b*>at,  when  (at  HAS) 
the  after  magazine  prematurely  exploded,  and  they  were  all  blown  up 
with  the  vessel. 

The  steamers  then  got  underway  and  ran  out  under  the  (ire  from  the 
battery  at  Fort  Point.  Two  of  the  enemy's  lK>ats  started  in  i)ursuit, 
btit  did  not  dare  to  cross  the  bar.  The  transports  then  left  for  New 
Orleans,  and  the  gimboats  remained  to  blockade  the  harbor. 

The  loss  on  shore,  according  to  Adjutant  Davis,  of  the  Forty-second, 
who  escaped,  was  2  killed  and  15  or  20  wounded.  Tlie  remainder  are 
all  prisoners,  us  are  the  survivors  on  board  the  flarritt  hine. 

The  accompanying  map  sliowa  the  positions  of  the  vessels  during 
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the  enga^m(Mit,  and  also  the  places  roforrcd  to  in  th«  preceding 
report. 

1  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Long. 
AegistaiU  Engiruer. 
Major  D.  C.  HorsroN, 

Chiij  Engiiutr,  DepartmerU  of  the  Onif, 


Lift  of  prlfloatn  la  oonflBHDfBt  in  Houtoa,  ttkcB  en  bou<  tta*  TT,  B.  B.  B*rriat  Laa*.  in 
(Hlmton  Bftrbor,  Juta&ry  1.  18S3. 

Houston,  AprU  1,  1863, 
J.  A.  Hanniun,*  actine  master;  C.  H.  Hamilton,*  acting  maiiter: 
M.  H-  Pluukett,*  swurui  UHslstaiit  en^neer;  C.  H.  Stone,*  second 
aasistaut  engiuper;  Daniel  Morris,  carpenter's  mate,  died  July  19, 
186;^:  John  ().  McDcmiott.f  seaman;  F,  P.  Burke,  yeoman;  Ilenry 
VVoodfieid,  ordinary  seaman:  Peter  Jackson. +  ordinary'  seaman; 
Allen  Dodd.  landsman;  Daniel  Uaggerty,|  orainarj'  seaman;  Jtw. 
CumnungB,  boy;  William  Galway.f  seeond-<:lass  fireman;  JoM-ph 
Bently,  eximier  s  mate;  Harrj'  Bross,  quartermaater,  died  in  the  hos- 
pital of  disease  of  the  heart  on  12th  March;  John  Lalone,  coal  nearer, 
took  the  oath  of  allejjiance  to  the  Confederacy,  was  released  from 
confinement,  and  states  that  he  is  employed  at  his  trade  as  a  mill- 
wright by  a  private  individual. 

Cx)lored:  Nicholas  Wheeler,  coal  heaver;  Theodore  Penn,  captain's 
steward;  Geoive  Bruwu,  captain's  cook;  Horace  Lukons,  boy; 
Henry  Biirrcll,  boy. 

J.  A.  Hannum, 
Acting  Master,  U .  S.  Navy,  tale  of  U,  S.  S.  Uarriet  Lane. 


Paroled:  Acting  Knsign  Paul  Bomer,  John  Smith,  seaman;  Charles 
Zimmerman,  seaman;  Daniel  llenne-ssy,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Grif- 
fin, landsman,  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Kineo,  captureJ  near  Velasco,  Tex., 
May  22,  18C4,  while  ui  chai-ge  of  the  schooner  Stiny  Hay. 

&e  report  of  Lieulenant-Cominauder  Jno.  Watters,  May  23,  1864. 


Lilt  of  olBoeri  tod  m«n  of  the  Forty-iecond  MaiMcbaastti  Totnotaen. 

Isaac  S.  Bnn-ell,  colonel;  Ariel  J.  CummincK,  surgeon;  Alfred  N. 
Proctor,  captain;  George  Sherive,  cantain;  CVrus  Savage,  captain; 
ThaddeUH  11.  Newcomb,  Ueutcnant;  William  H.  C-owdin,  lieutenant; 
Darius  F.  Eddy,  lieutenant;  Samuel  F.  White,  lieutenant;  Benjamin 
F.  Bartlett,  lieutenant;  Brown  S.  Slowell,  lieutenant;  David  L.  Went- 
worth,  ordnance  sergeant;  Siimuel  K.  Hersey,  private;  Josei)h  W.  D. 
Parker. private ;  Edwin  F.Joslynn, private;  j'.O^haughnes.sy, private; 
Frank  Morrill,  private:  Denms  Daley,  private;  Joseph  McIiUU|;h1in, 
private;  G.  F.  Veazie,  servant  (not  enlisted);  Charles  iVmos,  servant, 

•  Poroted.  t  EMvgtd. 
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colored  (not  enlisted);   Charles  F.  Revaleoii,  servant,  colored  (not 
enlisted). 

I.  S,  BURRELL, 

Colonel  Forhj-secfmd  Hcgiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 


OnoffloUl  ttatement  of  Ooloael  Bttrrell.  command  log-  Forty-itoond  Sogimvot  MaBiulia- 

setu  Va  Inn  teen. 

The  following  dixiument  is  not  to  be  considered  or  used  us  official 
in  any  way,  but  am  strictly  personal. 

Isaac  S.  Bubrell, 
Colonel  Forty-second  /{effirnent  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

Statemfnt  in  rtUilum  to  iht  ^xirrtntUr  of  a  portion  of  the  Forty-nrcond  Rc^itnrnt  Unfmrhntfttn 
Voluntftn  at  OahvKtnn.  Tex.,  on  the  iMnniing  of  January  1.  A.  D.  ISfiS.  to  the  Vimftderote 
fnrces  under  command  of  Majvr-Oeneral  J.  B.  iiagrvder  with  iht  csrcvrtu^nctt  attending 
thf  gnrnmler. 

After  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane  had  raised  the  wliite  Hag  in  token 
of  surrender  the  white  flap  was  also  raised  by  the  Forty-second  Keei- 
nient  by  order  of  the  colonel  coniniandinf;:  l>ui  the  fire  continuing  for 
ton  or  fiftPLMi  niiiiules  from  the  wharf  and  the  brick  huilduiK  above 
Kuhn's  Witirf,  where  (he  Forty-second  Hegiment  was  stationed, 
when  Bripidier-General  Scurry  came  down  to  Kulin's  Wharf  and 
demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  troops  on  the  wharf  the 
firing  ceased  and  was  not  resumed  so  far  as  the  wharf  is  concerned. 

The  surrender  was  made  immediately  and  the  battle  terminated 
so  fur  as  the  Forty-second  Rt'^^inient  was  L-oncerned.  Between  the 
time  the  white  Ihig  wiis  raised  on  the  wharf  and  the  cessation  of  the 
hrinj^  only  one  ninii  was  wounded  and  none  killed. 

This  statement  is  made  in  justice  to  Brigadier-General  Scurry, 
who,  hy  his  gentlemanly  conduct  and  uniform  kindness  to  officers  and 
privates,  is  entitled  to  the  grateful  rememhranoo  of  the  whole  com 
inand.     We  believe  that  the  firinj^  after  tlie  white  (lag  was  raised  was 
unknown  to  him  and  against  his  will  or  orders. 

Tlie  flag  of  tnice  was  not  raised  on  the  wharf  by  the  Forty-second 
Kegimcnt  until  ever>'  vessel  in  the  harbor  had  raised  one. 

Wlien  the  demand  for  surrender  wa^s  made  by  Brigadier-General 
Scurry  the  colfmcl  of  the  Forty-second  Uegiment  askea  to  be  allowed 
the  same  time  given  to  the  fleet  for  consideration  (three  hours),  but 
his  request  was  refused. 

Havmg  carefully  examined  the  above  stntement  T  believe  it  to  be 
true  in  every'  point,  and  lU'conUugly  I  have  afli.\ed  my  signature 
thereto. 

IbAAC    S.  BrRRELL, 

Colonel  Forty-second  Rtgimeni  Massachusetts  VoluTiteers. 
Houston,  Tbx.,  Janwtry  23.  J863. 


This  statement,  made  bv  Colonel  BurrcU,  commanding  detach- 
ment of  the  Forty-second  lU^giment  Massarhiwetls  Volunteers,  cap- 
tured at  Galveston  on  the  1st  instant,  it  wUl  be  seen,  agrees  in  every 
important  particular  with  the  statement  furnished  by  me  in  my 
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coramiiniration  to  Commodore  Bell.  Our  naval  officers  distinctly 
state  that  the  white  Hag  lioi.sted  on  boanl  the  Hliip  did  nut  apply  to  the 
land  force.  Captain  LuhlMick,  the  coiimmnderofnnenf  our  ^iint>oa(«, 
who  arranjjed  with  tlie  senior  nflicer  in  command  of  the  Federal  fleet 
the  tenns  of  the  truec,  ntated  on  his  return  from  the  Federal  flagsliip 
to  Bripidier-General  .Scurry,  in  the  preaence  of  Colonel  liurrell,  that 
the  liin<I  IroopH  were  not  embraced  in  these  terms,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  he  having  been  sent  by  ('uptain  l^eon  Smith,  commanding 
our  fleet  of  gunboats,  to  demand  tlie  surrender  of  the  rest  of  the 
Federal  fleet  and  to  give  the  Federal  eonunnnder  three  hours'  time 
to  accept  or  de<'line  his  demand,  during  wliirli  time  the  fire  was  to 
ceafie  between  the  ships.  I  knew  Tiotluiig  of  the  arrnngemcnta.  nor 
did  any  oflicer  nshore,  and  when  Captain  Ijiibhock,  on  his  return, 
touchetl  at  Kuhn's  Wharf,  where  the  Forty-second  Massachusetts 
Regiment  was  stationed,  he  gave  the  alnive  infurmHtion  to  Brigadier- 
General  Scurry  in  the  presence  of  CoK)ncl  Burrell,  and  the  httler  sur- 
rendered unconditionally,  after  his  rerpiest  to  be  allowed  the  same 
time  given  the  ships  was  refused,  Had  the  Federal  commander  of 
the  laud  forces  been  in  supenor  foive  to  myself  and  engaged  in  battle 
ashore  he  would  certainly  have  prosecuted  his  advantage  to  the 
utmost,  regardless  of  a  truce  between  two  fleets  whirh  he  harl  not 
authorized.  If  necessary.  I  tlunk  it  can  }w.  fully  establislied  also  that 
the  Federal  troops  »isliorc  were  ready  to  surrender  the  moment  day- 
light gave  them  an  ojiixirtunity  of  cfoing  so,  and  would  have  done  it 
even  before  daylight  nad  it  been  possible. 

I  have  to  state  that  1  am  informed  by  Brigadier-General  Scurry, 
who  was  in  that  jiortion  of  the  battle,  that  the  white  flag  displayed 
from  Kulm's  Wlmrf  was  respected  the  moment  it  was  seen. 

J.  BaNKUKAU    MAQUUDEa. 


Oenerkl  Ordor  Ho.  9B. 

.TANrAUV  7.  1S(^4. 

P»iblishing  the  finding  and  scMitenco  of  naval  general  court-martial 
in  the  case  of  Lieutcnnnt-Commander  Kichard  L.  Ijaw,  tried  on  the 
following  charges: 

CiiAiuie  I;  Not  duiiig  hu  utmost  Ui  capture  or  HeHtray  a  vcbmU  wliich  it  wm  hia  duty  tc 
oDcountor. 

SptrifieuJiita. ~lti  thi>i,  tlitil.  on  or  oIkkuI.  tlir>  Rmt  duy  of  January,  in  tho  v<>ar  eighUM-D 
huii<)n><l  und  sixty-thtrv,  tlii^  nnid  Lii(>iii4>nniit-(\imiiiaiulor  Kirtmrd  L.  I^iw,  fietne  in  rom- 
mand  of  tho  Unil«l  Stat«i  steamer  t'iijinn,  sutinnpd  at  r.HlviwUjn,  Tpkhr.  fniM  to  dn  lii» 
utmost  to  c-Bptiitf  or  dpstmy  the  sttmiiior  Harriet  Lane,  tlion  Id  the  poc^^Jtsion  of  the  rebels 
at  Oalvpslon. 

CtiABGC  II :  Lparing  hia  station,  in  tiiiii;  of  war,  before  regularly  relieved. 

Sperififotion.  -In  tliiH.  that  on  or  alxnit  (.Kc  lirat  d«y  of  .Tnnunry,  in  (he  vwir  cicrhlecn 
hundred  and  »ixty-thrrM',  the  sa.\(\  IjiriilnnRnMViinnmnili'r  lUchnrd  I^.  Ijuw,  )wiii|;  llioii  in 
command  of  tbc  United  States  Btennier  CtiJUm.  atid  ctHlimiipii  at  (lalvpwltui,  Tt'xii«,  on 
b)(M-J(adiag  duty,  left  Uib  aaid  station  without  |iemuissiai),  and  without  hftviog  been  regu- 
laHy  relievnd. 

Specifications  proven,  and  of  the  chaii>eH  fuiind  ^ilty.  8ent<mcpd  to  be  <U«iiifl8ed  the 
Naral  Service. 

Recommendation  of  miai. 

It  appoftrinf*  from  the  CTidenc«  that  lieutenant-Commander  H.  L.  Lav  boharpd  with 
c^Uantry  in  Ins  uttat-^k  upon  ()io  batLor^'  at  Fort.  Point  and  t)i(«  lwttAne«)  of  the  town,  and, 
from  tbo  tCAtimonv  of  Itrar-Admirat  Karmgiit,  that  he  t>orr  u  bi^i  rharacter  as  an  ofTii-i-r 
and  a  |^iitJ<>nian  niiring  the  whol^  counw  of  hia  profi>«sional  carot^r  np  lo  January  I,  1863, 
tbe  court  do  unaiiiinotuly  reccHnmend  him  to  llio  clemency  of  the  revising  power. 

K  w  K— VUJ,  ID 31 
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Upon  a  revision  of  the  record  in  thi-s  cjise,  llio  (iiidin^  ftnd  sentence 
of  thecouri  have  been  approved.  Tlie  offenses  of  which  the  accused 
was  convicttjd,  when  cominiUed  in  lime  of  war,  are  made  punishable 
by  the  act  for  the  better  Koveninienl  of  the  Nav  v  by  death,  "  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  euurt-nuirtial  shall  iidjudjre."  An  olhrer  could 
not  well  he  convicted  of  ofrenf4(^s  more  dcropitory  to  liis  profcs.siona] 
character  nor  more  imjx^ratively  requiring  an  example  nf  severe  pun- 
ishment. 

In  consideration,  however,  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  reconmienda- 
tion  of  the  court,  and  of  other  miti<{utiu^  circumslancofci  which  ap|>ear 
in  the  case,  the  Pre^iident  has  been  plea.se<l  to  yieUl  t<»  tlie  appeal  to 
his  clemency  and  to  mtti^at«  the  jmnishrnent.  an'anlo<]  to  suspension 
from  rank  and  duty  for  three  years,  the  lii'st  six  months  of  llie  said 
term  without  pay. 

Lieutenant-C'Onunander  Law  will  accordingly  be  considered  as  so 
suspended  from  this  date. 

GinwjN  Wku>ks, 

JSecretary  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  ICiJor-0«Deral  Itagrader.  C.  B.  Army. 

1Ikai»quahtkks, 
Galveston^  Tex.,Jammry  1,  IS63. 

General:  This  mornin}^  ,the  Ist  of  January,  at  3  o'clock,  I  attacked 
the  enemy's  fleet  and  p:arrison  at  this  place  and  captured  the  latter 
and  the  steamer  Ifarriet  Lave,  two  barks,  and  a  schooner  of  the  former. 
The  rest,  some  four  or  five  in  number,  escaped  ignominiously  under 
cover  of  a  ila^  of  truce,  I  have  about  000  prisoners  and  a  larye 
quantity  of  vahiable  stores,  arms,  etc.  The  Uarrict  Lnne  is  very 
httlo  injured.  She  was  carried  by  boarding  from  two  hifjh-pressure 
cotton  steamers,  manned  by  Texas  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  line 
troops  were  gallantly  commanded  by  Colonel  Thonuis  Green,  of 
Sibley's  brieade,  and  the  ships  and  artillery  bv  Major  Leon  Smith, 
to  whose  iudomilablo  enerjjy  and  heroic  daring  tde  c<»untry  Is  indebted 
for  the  successful  execution  of  a  plan  which  1  had  conceived  for  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  Colonel  [A.  P.]  Uagby.  of  Sibley's 
brigade,  also  commanded  tlie  volunteers,  and  every  man  won  ior 
himself  imperishuble  renown. 

1  am,  sir,  ver}-  respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankiiraii  Maoriiokr, 

Major-Oeneral,  Comdg.  Depi.  of  Texan.  New  Mexico,  and  Arisona. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 

P.  S. — January   S,    1S6S. — Commodore    Uonshnw's   flagship,   the 
was  blown  uj>  by  him  (o  avoid  capture.     Her  armament 


Westfield 

is  now,  however 

small  steam  pro 


■,  being  brought  up  from  the  water  uninjured.     A 
pcller  was  so  mncii  inj'ured  wjii'e  going  out  under 
flag  of  tnicc  tliat  she  is  reported  to  hove  sunk  on  the  bar.     Thus  the 
enemy  only  saved  tliree  vessels  out  of  a  fleet  of  eight  ve»iels. 

J.  B.  M.. 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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AddiUoual  report  of  Major-Oooeral  Matador,  0.  B.  Army. 

HoQKti.  I>iMi%  OF  Texas,  Nbw  Mkxico.  and  Arizona, 

Oahrston,  Tex.,  January  ^,  I,S63. 

Sir:  I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  report  that  the  Wftitfielil,  tlie  flii^hip 
of  Commodore  Uenshaw,  was  run  on  sliore  (hinng  the  H^ht  and  t)lown 
up.  The  iieet  consisted  of  the  llarr'u-t  Liitif.  tlie  IVc^f/iVW,  the 
OitHiftcOy  tlie  ('HIUfTt,  (he  Sacheiri,  two  hnrks,  nm\  a  schooner.  The 
Ouvwfo,  the  Clifton^  imd  the  Sa^'hrm  osi'i\\to<\  inuh^r  ii  (liiy  of  tnire,  so 
that  tlie  liarhor  of  (.ialveslon  was  entered  un<ier  a  Hng  of  trnce  and 
left  by  the  same  llapranl  violation  of  mihtary  propriety.  We  ean- 
turwl  one  heavy  rilled  pun,  anti  the  guns  of  tne  West^eld  will  be 
raided  and  it  is  Imped  will  soon  lie  in  oiu*  use. 

I  have  aseertained  ui>on  further  entjuirv  that  the  number  of  prison- 
ers who  fell  into  our  hands  wa.s  350,  ex(^fiisive  of  odieers.  The  ships 
of  the  enemy  which  e.'^caped,  ofter  anchoring  on  the  outside  of  tne 
harbor,  nailed  dtirinj;  the  nipht  of  tlie  1st,  it  is  snjipoNed  for  New 
Orleans.  We  are  prepiiriny  to  nlve  them  a  warm  reception  should 
they  n»l.urn  with  a  larj^i'r  fleet.  Our  loss  will  not  excewl  2.')  kilh-il 
ami  50  woutidcil.  Ctiptiiiti  Wainright  and  Ljeutejuint  Ix'a,  executive 
officer  of  the  Tfarriet  iMnf,  were  both  killed,  the  former  by  Major 
Leon  Smith  in  close  quarters.  I  am  peatlv  indebtetl  to  Biif^dier- 
General  W.  R.  Scurry  and  Colonel  Debray  for  valuable  services  at  a 
criticjil  period  of  the  action,  and  will  do  justice  to  them  and  other 
gallant  ofTicers  in  my  detailed  report. 

I  am,  sir,  verj'  reajpectfully,  your  ol>edient  seiTant, 

J.  Hankukao  Maokim'ek, 
Major-Oenerai,  Commafuiing. 

General  S,  Cchjpkk. 


Prodamalion  of  I(ajor-0«neral  MKgrudAr.  C.    B.   Army,  aa&oanoiag  the   nuilag  of  the 

blockade  of  Oalvnitoa. 

UixiKs.  Dkpt.  ok  Texak,  New  Mexico,  ano  Arizoka. 

Galtrsfon,  Trx.,  January  S,  ISftS. 

Whereas  the  undersignetl  has  succecdeil  ui  capturinf;  and  destroj'- 
ing  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  fleet  and  in  tiriving  the  remainder  uut  of 
Galvest4>n  Harbor  and  beyond  the  neighboring  wateru  and  thus  rais- 
ing the  bliM'kade  virtually,  he  therefore  proclnims  to  all  concerned  that 
the  harbor  of  Galveston  is  open  for  trade  ti>  all  friendly  nations,  and 
their  nierchantsS  are  invited  to  resume  their  usual  intercouise  with 
this  port. 

Done  ut  Galveston  this  the  fifth  day  of  January,  eighte(;n  hundred 
■and  sixty-three. 

J.  Bankjibao  Mauk(Uu:k, 
Major-GenenU,  Commanding, 


Saport  of  Miuor-Oaneral  Hagrader,  C.  8,  Amy,  reqneiting  that  the  caplared  M.  8.  fl. 
Harriet  Lane  be  placed  is  cominUeioB  under  Captain  Leon  Smith. 

IlEADQUARTEns, 

Oah?eston,  Tex.,  Janwimj  6,  1 803. 
Sm:  Having  captured  the  steamer  fltirrirt  Ijine,  but  slightly  dam- 
aged, with  her  full  armament  on  board,  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
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that  she  he  put  iu  comnussion  us  u  war  steamer,  u-itb  Captain  I^on 
Smith,  who  i-oinmamled  tlie  expt-dition  by  whicli  she  was  captured, 
iLs  captain.  I  Iwg  that  (-ai)tain  Lron  Smith  be  appoiriLod  a  p(»st 
captain  in  the  Provisional  Navy,  for  which  ho  is  in  every,  way  well 
qualified. 

I  have  the  honor,  iii^ently  but  respectfully,  to  requoat  that  Lieu- 
tenant Calewby  ap  R.  .Ti>ni»s,  of  the  Navy,  \w  oi-dered  to  report  ti> 
me  to  relieve  Captain  Hunter.  I  apphe<l  for  Lioutenaut  Jones  last 
summer;  he  was  anxious  to  come,  but  the  Navy  Department  de- 
clined. With  liis  a.ssistance  I  ctmld  Iiav<*  had  by  this  lime  a  fleet 
of  ten  or  fifteea  sea-j:oinf;  vesst-ls,  all  armed.  Please  send  also  four 
or  five  good  younj;  na\'A'  offieei-s.  I  would  prefer  them  to  volun- 
teers, but  time  is  evt'rytfuiijj.  (^antaiu  Leon  Smith's  nrattieal  expe- 
rience and  resources  as  a  commander  for  a  long  time  ol  otean  steam- 
ers in  the  Pacific  and  river  boats  bin*  are  invaluable  and  can  not  be 
replaced.  If  the  llarrkt  Lftnc  can  be  gotten  ready  before  she  is 
blockaded  in  I  will  send  her  to  sea. 

Please  answer  nie  in  full  by  telegraph.  An  officer,  Lieutenant 
Gibson,  who  bears  this  to  Vicksourg,  will  wait  tliert^  for  yoiir  reply. 

J.  Hankhkao  Mauki'Dku, 
Majar-Gen^iral,  Convniandiug, 

Hon.  Jamrs  a.  Skdixin, 

Secretanj  of  War. 


B«port  of  CoMtmaniteT  Hnntar,  C-  B.  V ktj. 

TuiNrrv  Kiveb, 
Smith/ifM,  Polk  ComUy,  Tex.,  January  7,  IS63. 

I  liad  the  honor  to  mail  to  you  my  last  niontldy  report,  dated  ^4th 
December.  IS02,  informing  you  that  I  liad  been,  oy  order  of  the 
comimtiidiiiig  general,  placed  on  Trinity  River  to  obstruct  and  defend 
the  same. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  directing  mc  to  inform  you  of 
the  occurren<:es  of  tlie  war  in  this  region,  1  have  to  state  that  Major- 
General  J.  B.  Magi'uder,  conimaiiding  this  military  district,  devised 
an  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Galveston  and  on  liis  vessels  lying  near 
that  town,  which  n'sufted  successfully  on  the  morning  ol  the  lirst 
day  of  this  year.  It  embraced  the  capture  of  the  Forly-.tecond  Regi- 
ment of  Massaclmsetts  troops,  300  strong,  with  their  tjilicers,  arms, 
and  colors;  the  steamer  Harriet  iMTif,  with  12.5  ofiicei"s  an<I  men, 
kilh'<l,  wounded,  and  captured;  the  barks  /i7iVi*  Pike  and  Caixifh, 
the  first  loaded  with  coal  and  the  latter  with  provisions;  aiwl  one 
pilot  boat  schooner.  The  euem^'  burned,  abandoned,  and  blew  up 
their  steamer  WeMfield,  mounting  eight  guns.  The  enemy's  steamers 
Owajico,  Clifton,  and  a  small  propeller  made  their  escape  seaward, 
with  flags  01  truce  flying. 

I  enclose  y()u  a  newBpaf>er  containing  the  information  above  stated, 
with  further  accounts  of  the  particulars  of  the  events,  which  1  iv^pvt 
came  to  me  mutilated  and  is  the  only  information  on  the  subject 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 


Hon.  S.  Ji.  iMALi/mr, 

Secretary  of  ilu  Navy. 


W.  W.  nrNTEB, 
Comirtandcr,  C\  S.  Navy. 
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L«lter  from  Kgkjor-Oener&l  Hsgrnder.  0-  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  BslI,  0.  8.  Nsrj,  reprd- 
ing  a  TtoUttou  of  the  flftg  o(  trooe. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arkoka, 

Galveston,  January  12,  t86S. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  tx>  acknowLedge  the  receipt  of  vour  note  of 
[January  9],  in  answer  to  the  cummunkatioii  I  hjul  the  fionor  U»  for- 
ward to  you  by  Major  J.  B.  Kuslis,  of  my  staff. 

I  would  state  that  you  are  entirely  nutJiMfornied  as  to  any  violation 
of  the  wliite  Ihij;  dunii^  ^hc  hilc  eti«;a^enM'nl  hy  tlit-  liriiij;  either  of 
fieUl  guns  or  small  arms,  and  that  I  have  niaiii'  a  report  of  the  faets 
to  the  Government  at  Kichmoml  tou<'hin<r  the  violation  of  the  (lag 
of  truce  hy  Commodore  Renshaw  and  the  oHicory  eonimandin^  KetC 
eral  ve^ew  on  (he  morning  of  the  Ut  instant. 

I  send  Lieutenant  Georjje  A.  Magmder.  of  my  slalT,  and  Lieutenant 
W.  R.  Foster,  as  hearers  of  this  eonnnunieation  under  a  llag  of  truce. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  HaNKUEAO   MAORimER. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Addreaa  to  the  Army  or  OalTntoo,  by  Hajor-General  Ksgroder,  C.  8.  Army. 

Hdqhs.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  ani»  Arizona, 

GalvfBUm,  Tez.,  January  14,  1863, 
Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Gahesion: 

The  New  Year  dawned  upon  an  aehievement  whose  elory  is  unsur- 
passed. That  jjlory  is  yours.  You  have  recaptured  on  island  2 
miles  from  the  mainland.  You  have  re[Kissessed  yourselves  of  your 
beautiful  "Island  City,"  and  made  its  liostile  garrison,  intrenched 
l>e}iind  inoeeessihle  harrieades,  surrender  to  j'ou  at  discretion.  You 
have  planted  your  artillery  and  battalions  of  infantry  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy's  formidable  lloet.  and  exposed  yourself  to  the 
showers  of  grape  and  canister  poured  int<3  you  from  his  ships. 

You  have  repossessi'd  vourselves  of  forts  under  a  concentrated  fire 
of  grajie,  canister,  and  shell  at  .sliort  ranges,  and  you  have  stormed, 
captured,  an<l  destroyed  a  portion  of  his  fonni<Iable  fleet  and  dis- 
persed tlie  re.*{t.  With  inaa*'<iMa1e  means  you  have  conquered  the 
enemy  upon  that  element  on  which  he  boasted  himself  mvinciblc, 
thus  provinf^  yourself  successful  lunpers  of  the  sea  as  of  the  land. 

Your  general  is  pix)ud  to  conwnaud  you;  your  State  and  country 
will  honor  you  as  long  as  patri^ttisni  and  heroism  art*  cherished 
auiouK  men. 

In  Tuuu»r  of  this  viet*>ry  y»»u  are  auth4irL7.(Kl  to  inscribe  on  3'our 
banners  the  words  "Galveston  and  Galveston  Harbor"  to  cora- 
memorat.e  your  success. 

The  commanding  general  is  well  a.ssiired  that  wherever  you  meet 
the  enemy  you  will  win  the  right  t<»  adorn  your  standards  \\nth  the 
glorious  records  of  your  prowess  and  patriotism. 

The  comnian<ling  general  deems  this  a  fitting  or<;asi(iri  to  express 
publicly  to  the  troops  his  high  si'use  of  the  indomitable  euerg}'  and 
chivainc  heroism  of  the  naval  commander  and  those  who  so  nobly 
supported  him.  The  ctumtry  is  proud  of  them,  and  tlieir  commaniler 
will  never  cease  to  honor  them.     The  '*  stonnera  "  o(  \A\fc  sfc^  *xA  "Owe 
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"stormers"  of  the  land  shoiild  pjroet  oat^Ii  other  as  hrothrrs  in  battle, 
and  therp  shnidil  he  iio  rivalry .  save  as  to  wh<)  shall  be  first  permitted 
to  die  for  liLs  coiinlry. 

J.  BaNKHBAI>   MAIiRfDEH, 

Major-General,  Comdg.  Dist.  of  TexaSf  New  Afrxiatf  urul  Arizona, 


Joint  reulaUou  of  tbonka  to  M^or^OeBarftl  Vftftrnder,  C.  S.  Ann;,  aad  othon. 

Resolution  I.  Jir  it  rtsohud  hj  tht  Ifffiftlaturt  of  thf  Sfatr  of  Tfxan, 
Tliul  the  thanks  of  the  lepslHiine  an-  ln'rfl)y  tendered  lo  General 
J.  IJ.  Ma^riuler.  and  the  ojhcers  and  men  under  ins  eummand.  for 
the  hiillianl  victory  which  lliev  jjained  over  tlie  Federalists  at  Gal- 
veston on  the  I:^t  of  Junuiirv  last. 

To  Major  ().  M.  Watkins.  and  the  ollleers  and  men  under  his  rom- 
mand,  for  theii*  {rallnnl  conduct  at  Sabitie  Tuss.  and  the  i*ocapture 
of  tliat  fort,  and  capturing  the  hlockading  vessels  of  the  enemy; 
and  to  Major  Daniel  (I).]  Shea,  and  the  oificers  and  men  under  his 
eonunand,  for  their  brave  defense  of  the  town  of  Lavaca;  and  to 
Major  IIol>by,  ami  the  ollicei-s  and  soldiers  under  his  command, 
for  the  repufsp  of  the  enemy's  attH(^k  on  ('or[)Us  Christi,  the  com- 
mencement of  our  success  on  the  Texan  coast:  and  to  Captains 
Ireland  and  Ware,  and  the  oiHcers  nnd  soldiers  under  their  com- 
mand, Utv  tlieir  exploit  in  the  captuiv  of  Cajitain  Kittreilj^'c  and  his 
men,  near  Corpus  ('hristi:  and  t«  C'aplains  Ireland  and  \ViIIke,  and 
the  ofliccrs  and  soldiers  under  their  command,  for  their  gmni  conduct 
in  defeating  the  enemy's  attempt  to  capture  one  of  our  vessels,  and 
in  capturing  his  barges  in  the  Bav  of  ('<»ri)us  Christi;  and  to  C'antains 
Santos  Henavides  and  Refugio  Henavides,  an<l  the  oflirci-s  and  men 
under  their  command,  for  the  vigilance,  energy,  and  gallantry  in  pur- 
puing  and  chastising  the  banditti  infesting  the  Kio  (irande  frontier. 

Uesolutiiwi  2.  That  the  governor  be  retjuested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  General  J.  B.  Magnider,  and  the  other  oflieers 
mentitmed,  with  the  reouest  (hat  they  make  them  known  to  the 
olbcers  and  men  tindor  tneir  command. 

Approved  March  6,  1863. 


The  navftl  eitK&gemeiit  at  OalTMton. 

I  Npw*!)!!  [MT  i4ip]>ii)t;.J 

Our  Galveston  correspondent  yesterday  gave  a  very  interesting 
account  of  the  land  operations  iit  the  recapture  of  that  city.  The 
Houston  Telegraph  gives  an  excellent  desi'ri[ition  of  the  naval  engage- 
ment. The  Buiftm  Cifii,  a  Houston  and  Gulvejston  packet.  ha<l  been 
taken  by  the  St4ile  and  htted  up  as  a  gunboat,  inider  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Henry  Lubbock.  She  was  arme<rwith  a  32-poundep  rifled  gim 
on  her  bow  deek.  Bulwarks  tif  cotton  bales  were  built  up  on  her 
sides,  and  a  force  of  a  hundred  men  put  on  board  <if  her.  The 
Nfptuni',  another  baynu  packet,  was  taken  on  the  2fith,  ami  under 
dire<'tion  of  Major  Leon  Smith  fitted  up  as 
coulil   l>e  done  in  the  brief  tune.     Bulwar 


as  a  gunhoat  as  well  as  it 
ks  of  col  tun   bales  were 


Iwi/t  also  on  her  p^xunXs,  and  she  had  nuich  the  appearance,  when 
she  left  Houston,  of  &  well-lotuled  cotton   boat  taking  her  cargo 


WEST   GVLF   BLOCKADING   SQl^ADRON. 


469 


davm  to  Galveston  for  shipment.  She  was  armed  with  two  howitzer 
guns.  Sharpshooters,  detailerj  fi*oni  Texay  cavalry  rejjiineiits.  were 
on  Iwth  hoat*t.  The  vessels  laid  nt  Plalfiiioon  ShoaLs,  l^  miles  from 
Galveston,  awaiting  the  .sif^mil  fnun  shoiv  In  go  up  and  join  in  the 
atta^rk.     The  Telegraph  says: 

Tliry  wriUmI  till  iLe  moon  weni  down,  &  little  atit>r  I  oVlock,  unxiuiwly  IUl*ninK  for  tbe 
tv|M>rt  of  l\w  piiw  IluK  nil  lioiir  nfu-r  Ihe  fliwIiCM  from  tlu'  sluiw  ImiU'rifii  niinniim-ed 
tin*  lM.'giiiniiig  of  the  tl)r|tt.  ^(njor  Smitli  iriitin'Hiftlrh'  itnlcrt'd  n  n'lum  tn  (iatsi'^lon,  to 
uaL>  hill  own  wor(L*<,  "  wKJi  nil  the  slpain  we  nould  I'rark  on,"  rproarkJnp,  "  \\V  iiiudt  gt-t  tlipro 
UK  f(uk*k  «A  WT  mil  and  nitack  tliein."  Piriii?  up  with  nuit)  thry  imintdinlrly  put  luck, 
tin*  Batfoii  t'iti/  ill  iidvKnt-i-,  llip  Stptuw  ami  joftn  F.  Can-  folluwing.  At  il»wn  of  day  the 
Harritt  Imut  w«k  dUi"uv("red,  Rnd  when  within  about  half  a  mile  tlie  Bayou  f  ifvopemjil  fire 
on  li*T  Willi  theTJ'poiind  rilled  pun  while  she  wusciiga^i'd  with  llR'^hon-  hstlvneN.  S«'vpnil 
shoiri  wen-  lirvd,  the  He<'i>n<l  »lrikin|;  her  pluiid)  tx'hind  the  wlu'el,  knot^kin^  k  hole  in  her 
bi^eiiuugh  fur  n  man  tii  cmwl  through.  (.  itptain  Wier.i'oniiniuidioi'  llie^n,  wiis  requeslcHl 
by  a  spec-tAtor  to  give  Ihetn  a  Novr  Year's  preaent  from  liim.  Aa  he  did  no,  Cuptjiin  Wiet 
crird  out,  "  V\»I,  hprT  goes  ytmr  New  Year  s  i>r«>senl."  and  the  gun  oxpliKlod,  killitif;  him 
imtanllv.  iLiid  Wounding  Tiiptniii  S-htieider  [Shennaii]  and  one  or  two  othera. 

The  tlaiTtti  Lanr  uilh  lyit^>  nl  iiiiehor  with  steam  on,  Hwiii(;in[;  with  u  Htmnt;  ebb  tide, 
Imw  Ui  llie  west-  "  I  was  innlrirled,"  imys  Cuptain  MiOirmiek,  the  pilot, "to  endeavor 
to  s»  bit  lier  nn  to  allow  the  men  ii  ehance  to  iMiard.  (ioinf;  with  a  strung  ehh  tide  I  dare 
not  nin  Hgalnst  her  In>w.  A)  I  etideiivored  to  Hlrike  fi^rwiird  of  llie  iHrhoard  wliei-lhuufw. 
rhniii;  (o  the  [MMitiiiii  nf  the  I^iw  and  rhe  .•<tn>iigt!i  at  ihi'  tide,  I  nii'«si>d  my  aim,  strurk  ■ 
glaiR'ing  blow  and  nn,is<'d  hy.  The  wheellmu^o  and  upper  workn  of  xUt^  Ihtrrifl  l^nt ,  being 
very  stning,  t«rp  oil  (Iw  ottt-sirle  plnnkin^'  of  Ihe  fia'jn"  'Vy'*  larlwiBnl  HlieeUioil-sn  and  aide. 
Captain  Lubliock  ordereil  me  lo  get  art^niiid  as  soon  b»  powible  nntl  make  at  her  again,  the 
Imkt  hnving  nothing  tn  deftend  u]xmi  hut  her  shnrpnluKilent  and  her  qiiBlittn<«  as  a  mm." 

Mennlime  tlu>  Xtjitiinr  raioe  up,  .nlrikirig  the  ffan-i/t  Ijinr  on  twr  ^larlHinrd  .side,  gettinf{ 
Iter  li»w  store  in.  and  causing  her  to  leak  Ixidly.  She  tJien  pB.sM>d  niiind  under  the  .stem 
of  the  Lane,  n-reiving  lii-r  '•hols  an  tthe  paAMMl.  One  of  the  uliot^  i>f  the  Ijiixf  Ntruck  the 
Nfptuttf'n  hull,  rausing  her  to  take  wiiter  fast.  Slie  got  on  the  edgi-  of  tlu*  rliaiinel,  and 
soon  Miink  in  S  feet  wuter. 

by  thi!4  time  ihe  H»\i"u  City  Imd  nitinded  lo,  with  head  iipMreaiii,  and  run  into  ihe  liar* 
rift  Imiu,  strikinu  her  fairty  aft  of  the  larUiartl  wIippIIiou^,  and  running  lier  bnw  bo  far 
under  tlie  giinwiile  and  wheel  tlial  .she  could  not  1m<  extricated,  and  the  two  vessels  stuck 
infX  toeetlier.  •  ♦  *  Tlie  order  to  l>i»ard  wtis  given,  whith  wan  iiiiimtlialely  uliejiH), 
Major  bniith,  owing  to  hi.s  ex|irriene«'  as  a  nfiilor,  ln-ing  tlie  first  man  nil  lM)ard.  Many  of 
the  Uiys  fiiik'd  in  climbing  the  neltirg,  nnd  could  not  get  over  until  they  hiid  nit  i(  away. 
which  wiw  M>on  done,  .Aj*  mithi  ati  iMir  men  upiieiired  on  llie  Uarr'xtt  iMnr  her  irew  dewTtctl 
the  de»-k  and  tt^ik  to  the  hold.  It  wb.s  .nwni  inwde  kru-wn  by  some  ullirrr  on  linard  that 
the  »hip  !*unvnden'd.  end  the  crew  a.sked  to  lie  received  and  treated  a.-*  priwnera  of  war. 

For  *iiite  tiiiif  after  the  Uttrt-ift  hinr  .surrendered  the  other  ve»*fl.'*  eonlinuCfl  *  *  • 
dir^rting  their  fire  ol  tin*  l/anr,  the  Haijau  Cilv,  and  the  Srplunr,  allhrnigh  thf  latter  had 
nettled  to  the  bottom.  The  Oira»c«  came  up  to  ivithin  two  or  tbrw  hundred  T«rd.s  and 
lin'd  «*veral  .shot.'..  An  elfort  was  made  t*)  turn  the  iMtie'n  gutw  on  her,  hut  wlie  was  so 
tinted  by  'he  preiwiire  of  the  /fni/"if  Cit^  uncler  her  gunwide  tlinl  they  rotild  not  U*  worked. 
Captain  I.iihboek  then  unggested  to  Mnjr)r  Smith  iVvnt  it  would  tie  well  to  make  ihe  officer 
who  deliven'd  up  thi'  ■s}up  nin  up  ibe  wliite  Hug,  wliii-h  wtks  done.  C'aptuin  LuhlxM'k  then 
went  with  a  Hag  of  Inice  to  the  Clifton  and  (htnurii,  the  Wlter  Imviiig  n-tin'd  an<l  joined 
the  Clifton.  An  interview'  was  hud  with  ('uptaiii  I.fliw  of  llie  CHffnn,  and  immediate  mir- 
render  of  the  lU^  dctimndt'd  by  Captain  LuMxik  in  the  nfinie  uf  Major  Smith.  Tho 
tirmH  were  asked  l»y  <'aplain  lj«w,  and  the  n-ply  wa»  he  would  allow  one  ttlnp  to  reiDOve 
his  people  in.  and  Ihe  fmlanr-e  of  Win  publie  prowrty  wt)uld  In*  our».  He  demanded  three 
li<HJni'  time  for  the  purpose  of  iveing  C^omiiioaorr^  Renithaw,  who  wa.H  on  the  WfxiHtM, 
nomo  mileti  di-xtaat.  ('Hptam  Law  prupoiwd  to  go  in  his  vessel,  but  Captain  Luhuock 
itvttHl«d  he  •thouk)  go  in  a  gig,  and  anchor  his  veM^el  exactly  when^  ttlie  waa  until  the 
Irure  was  over.  Law  thought  it  hard,  but  agnvd.  Tlw  .senior  ofTiicr  of  (he  Jfarriet 
Lanf  was  allowed  lu  aecuiiinanv  Captain  Law  on  hift  parole  of  honor  to  return. 

Captain  JiUhlHH-k  tlwD  p^iidieff  nil  Hud  then  went  aKlion>  lo  report  to  OiMieml  Maeruder. 
tlaving  made  hi^  report,  the  general  relumed  with  him  to  the  wharf,  where  the  Jfarriet 
tatif  and  the  Bayou  Ciltj  were  lying.  The  three  h^Hire  now  were  drawing  Lo  a  cIom-,  and 
CreTMral  Mngruder  orderwl  Colonel  Oreen  to  atxompany  Captain  Lubltock  l«  chwr  the 
negiitiationa.  On  approftching  the  CUfton  they  found  her  imderway,  The  exi-uw  given 
bv  Captain  Iaw  whs  that  lit^  wati  at'ling  under  orders  fmm  Commodore  Iteashaw.  Juiit 
before  they  went  aboard  Ihyy  «aw  the  \Vr»tJ\tUl  htow  up,  .die  having  lieen  fired  hy  the 
luiemy.    Captain  [<uhl)ock  charged  Captain  Lnw  witU  a  UiivacVi  *iV  ^ii\V\\,  *.\v\  VviA\\\\ft\«. 
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co[L<M<lpred  hifl  ninning  »way,  under  tbc  cimimstaiiofw,  equivaVnt  to  slo«lnif;  so  much 
Caiifedoralu  prupcriy.  Cftpt&in  Law  cuiild  bring  nothing  to  bear  against  the  blunt  t^lk 
of  Captain  LublKK-k.  ('aptaiii  Lii|jlHK:k  and  Culuiit'l  Grvvti  tbcn  left  the  vmwI  and  madp 
report  lo  OcruTiil  Mugrudcr.  and  in  Oii'  mcanlinw-  iill  tbo  vo**l»  lefl,  oarrvinR  wbiUt  flags. 
Unfortunnltfly  tlw  Bayou  t'i(y  li"d  gul  !i^^  oiUangltfd  in  the  whwl  of  tlie  jlarr'vi  LaM  that 
»he  cuuld  nut  Ix?  exlrirutcd  iu  tiino  for  iiiir>iuil.  ("ompaxiy  B  (CaiUaiu  Wifr'n  coinpiuiy) 
and  othurs  of  imr  intMi  fired  one  round  of  grnpi'.  and  thiMi  u  milid  kIioI  fnini  i»w  of  the  lug 
guns  at  th«  Ou-atcv,  througb  the  stern  of  tliv  Lane,  tho  ^liut  nmkiiig  a  port  Itolo  for  tbrm- 
a»lv(.>.4  tlin«iyli  her  bulwtirks.  Tlu?  (ftvasco  MtciinitMl  away  afltT  Iwr  rowarrfly  fellows,  and 
our  land  batttricH  fin^d  nmiiil  afrcr  roniid  at  \n'r  till  hIio  lurni'd  Fort  P(Mnt. 

Major  Smith  then  iunipcd  on  Umnl  ibe  ./ohn  F.  Carr  and  callfd  out  for  voluntwrs  Ui 
follow  iho  OvG»co  ana  avi>nf;o  Captuiii  WUt.  He  ."inhi  oblnintMl  all  hr  WHOtcd  and  puniiod 
the  pnipellor,  Uit  »br  wii-t  to«i  HuHft  iknil  Iini  fiir  ntit-Ml  on  litr  wiiy  i>iit  of  t.l»>  bitriHir.  and 
Iw  WH^  obUgi?d  U>  coDleni  bioL^i^lf  with  rtiptiiring  thi*  Yankee  burk  in  the  stn?uni,  laden 
with  potat^wa.  etc.,  and  the  coal  vesistjl  at  I'l'Ucan  Spit.  Thotw  wUieh  KcajMid  were  threu 
steamers  and  two  ttail  vetsels. 

'lite  list  of  casualties  so  far  reported  on  ojr  side  is  about  TJ  killed  and  mortally  wounded, 
and  70  wounded,  not  niorlally.  Tlie  enemy '»  lows  id  Kn'at,  but  not  a.-*»-ertainfd.  Kverv 
uflicer  on  the  JJnrr'ut  Iaitv.  wnimded,  down  Lo  the  mnjtler.  Major  Sinitli  won  tJM*  apolta 
ojnnm,  killiniE  Captnin  Wainwn^lit  with  his  own  hand.  The  crew  of  i)w  Ilarrtrl  Lciir 
was  made  up  of  ttiu  old  cn^W!*of  Ibe  Conijrexx  Atu.\  ('Hmbtrland.  One  of  the  oHut^rK  remarkMl 
tbal  it  wa>i  a  bard  vsuvi  to  lie  "  Merritiijoketl "  n  Heconil  time.  Thin  rn>w,  however,  aa 
tb«y  wi»r«  luurcbud  off  the  veiwel,  remarked,  "Tliis  is  New  Vear's.our  lilx'rty  day." 


I«Cter  of  oomnuBdatien  froai  th»  Fr«iid«nt  to  Kajor-Ofinsral  Va^attar,  0.  S.  Anaj. 

KiCHMONi),  Vn.,  January  2ti,  IS'OS. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  niiirh  j^ra-tilied  tit  the  rcccint  oj  your  letter  of 
January  6,  fuiiveyiiit;  to  rnc  the  dcfuitH  of  your  t>rillittnt  exploit,  in 
the  eiipture  of  Gafvcston  and  the  vessels  in  the  harl>(>r.  The  boldness 
of  the  eoni^eption  and  darino;  and  skill  of  its  execution  were  crowned 
b}'  results  substantial  as  well  as  splendid.  Your  success  has  been  a 
heavy  blow  to  the  enemy's  hopes,  und  I  trust  will  he  vigorously  and 
effectively  followed  up.  It  in  to  be  hoped  that  your  prudence  and 
tact  will  i>e  as  successful  in  allaying  domestic  dLscontenl^  as  your 
Diilitary  ability  in  i-etrieving  our  position  on  the  Texas  coast. 

Your  suggestions  will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  due  to 
you.  The  congratulations  I  ten<ier  to  you  and  your  brave  army  ai*e 
felt  by  the  whidc  country.  I  tnist  your  achievt'incnt  is  but  the  pre- 
cursor of  a  series  of  successes  whic6  may  rtKlound  to  the  glory  and 
honor  of  yourself  and  our  country. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Jefferson  Davis. 
Major-(ieneraI  J.  B.  MAiJiu'UKit,  , 

Galveston,  Tex. 


Detailed  report  of  Mijor-Oeneral  Ha^mder,  C.  8.  Army. 

TTdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  ant>' Akizova, 

OalvfttUm,  Frhruanj  26^  186S. 

Sir  :  f)ii  my  arrival  in  Texas  I  found  the  harl>orH  of  this  coast  in  the 

possession  of  the  enemy,  from  Sabine  Kiver  to  Corpus  Christi;  the 

line  of  the  Uio  Grande  virtually  abandoned,  most  of  the  truns  having 

been  removed  fnnn  tiiat  frontier  to  San  Ajitunio,  only  aT>out  300  or 
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400  men  remaining  at  BrowitsviJIc.  I  resolved  to  regain  the  harl>4>ra 
if  possible  and  to  oc<;upy  the  valley  of  the  Kio  (irande  in  force.  The 
latter  would  be  a  very  serious  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  supplies  in  Mexico  and  the  dilficully  of  transporting  them  across 
the  cicscrt  from  eastern  Texas.  UavinK  announced  this  determina- 
tion as  soon  as  I  arrived  on  the  Sabine.  Captain  A^  R.  Wier,  of  Cook's 
regiment  of  artillery,  conunanding  a  fort  on  that  river,  stepped  for- 
ward and  volunteered  with  hia  company  to  man  a  steamboat  on  the 
Sabine  and  to  clear  the  Pass.  This  oificer  and  this  company  hud  (he 
honor  to  be  the  volunteers  for  the  desperalo  enterprise  of  expelling 
the  enemy's  llrets  from  our  wutoi's. 

I  remamed  fi  day  or  two  in  Houston,  and  then  proceeding  to  Vir- 
ginia Point,  on  the  maiidand,  opposite  Galveston  Island,  I  took  with 
me  a  party  of  80  men,  supportea  by  300  nu)re,  and  passing  through 
the  city  of  Galveston  at  night,  I  inspected  the  fori^  abandoned  by 
our  troops  when  (he  cily  was  given  uj).  T  found  the  forts  open  in  the 
rear,  and  taken  in  revei-se  by  every  one  of  the  eiierny's  slups  in  the 
harbor.  They  were  therefore  utterly  useless  for  my  purjiose-s.  The 
railway  track  had  Iteen  permilted  to  remain  from  Virginia  Point  to 
Galveston,  and  by  its  means  I  inirpose<l  to  transport  to  a  position 
near  the  enemy's  fleet  the  heavy  gun  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  by 
assembling  all  the  movable  artillery  tlial  could  be  collected  t^jgether 
in  tiie  nelgbboi'hoi>d,  I  hoped  to  actjuire  sullicJent  force  to  l>e  able  to 
expel  the  eneiuy's  vessels  from  the  harbor. 

Meeting  here  Captain  I>eon  Smith,  whom  from  my  acquaintance 
with  him  in  California  I  knew  to  be  of  great  experience  in  steamboat 
management,  I  employed  nini  in  the  (luartermaster's  department, 
placing  him  as  a  volunteer  aid  on  my  staif.  I  intrusted  to  his  charge 
all  the  steanu'rs  (Ui  the  Sabiiie  Ktver  arul  in  the  hayous  emptying  into 
Galveston  Bay,  and  at  the  same  time  directed  that  those  on  the  Stibino 
should  be  fitted  out  forthwith.  learning  suh.se<|uently  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  Galveston  a  con8i<lerabIe  fon'^e  (strength 
unknown)  I  directed  Captain  Leon  Smitli,  without  delaj-ing  prepai-a- 
tions  on  the  Sabine,  to  fit  up  a.s  guidioats  the  st-eamera  Bayou  Ciiy  and 
Nipfune,  and  to  employ  tw<)  otheiy  as  tenders,  for  the  purpose  of 
su|)pl\ing  the  larger  vessels  with  wt>od.  At  the  same  time  I  received 
inutrmation  that  ollirr  FedernI  troofw  were  on  the  way  to  Galveston. 
I  therefore  directed  that  the  work  on  the  last-mentioned  steamer 
fihould  be  carried  on  night  and  day,  and  that  captains  and  crews 
should  be  forthwith  provided  for  them. 

Feanng  that  the  enemy  might  land  troops  at  Galveston  and  fortify 
himself  tJiere,  1  determinetl  t<i  make  the  first  attack  at  that  point, 
with  the  object  of  destro>'ing  in  detail,  his  land  forces  as  fast  as  tboy 
might  arrive.  Captain  \Vier,  who  ha4i  first  volunteered,  wa-s  there- 
fore, with  his  company,  ordered  from  the  Sabine  on  board  of  the 
Bayou  CiUj.  Captain  Martin,  commanding  a  company  of  cavalry, 
having  ariived  from  New  Iberia,  La.,  volunteenul  nis  services,  and 
was  likewise  assigned  to  duty  on  hoard  the  same  steamer.  When 
the  boats  designed  for  the  Galveston  expedition  were  nearly  ready  I 
called  for  volunteers  from  Sibley's  liru»ade,  then  stationed  in  the 
neighborhood,  under  orders  for  Monroe.  La.  It  is  proper  to  state  that 
I  had  previ(jusly  ascertained  that  the  .M<'rvict*s  of  tnese  troops  at  Gal- 
veston would  not  delay  a  moment  their  departure  for  Louisiana,  they 
being  unable,  for  want  of  transportation,  to  move  in  that  direction. 
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This  rail  wns  for  300  men.  It  was  pronintly  responded  in,  Colonels 
Gi*e(»u  and  Bftcfby  volunteering  to  lead  tne  men  of  their  respertive 
regiments.  Alter  tliese  officers  had  volunteered  Colonel  James  Ueily, 
comiimndin^  the  i>riga<le,  also  offered  to  lead  the  troona  from  ma 
rnniinand,  Itut  his  services  in  that  capacity  were  declined,  as  he  was 
then  the  brigade  commander.  About  UO  men  of  Keily's  rej^inent 
likewise  volunleeied,  but  they  did  not  accompany  the  expeilition, 
having  been  orth^red  buck  to  their  rep;iment  by  Colonel  Reily  alter  _ 
having  once  report^'d  to  Colonel  (tiecn,  who  commanded  the  land^H 
lorci»s  on  the  steamei-s.  In  additiim  lo  those  ti-oops  Lieutenant^H 
Harhy,  lat^*  captain  in  the  revenue  service  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  conipanj'  of  mfantrv  acting  as  artillery,  was  ordered  on  board  the 
Nffitunf.  The  men  <lestine(T  for  the  naval  expedition  were  armed 
with  rCnfield  riiles,  which  I  bad  l)rought  with  me  from  Kichmond, 
and  with  double-barrel  shoLj^uns. 

The  enemy's  fleet  then  lyin^  in  the  watei-s  of  Galveston  oonsiste<l  of 
the  Harriet  Lanr.  carryinj^  four  heuvv  gmis  and  two  2-1  imunder 
b(twi(zer><,  commanded  l>y  Captain  Wainwrijjht,  l'.  S.  Navy;  tho 
Wfsf/itM,  flagship  of  Coinmodoie  Ucnshaw  ,  a  large  propeller,  mount- 
ing eight  Iieavy  guns;  the  Ou^aco,  a  similar  ship  to  the  Wratfehl, 
mounting  eight  heavy  guns;  the  ClUUm,  a  steam  propeller,  four  heavy 
guns;  the  Sttrhfin,  a  steam  propeller,  four  heavy  gims;  two  armed 
lransn4)rts,  twt)  large  l)arks,  and  an  annetl  schooner.  The  enemv'a 
land  Inncs  were  stationed  at  the  end  of  a  long  wharf  .and  were  crowded 
into  Uirge  buihlinp5  inunediately  under  the  guns  of  the  steamships. 
The  approaches  landward  to  (liis  position  were  impeded  by  two 
lines  of  strong  barricades,  and  connnimicati<m  with  the  shore  was 
destroyed  by  the  removal  of  portions  of  tlic  wharf  in  front  of  the 
barricade.  It  thus  became  necessary  for  our  st<irnung  parties  to 
advance  by  wading  Ihiough  the  wat*r  and  to  enable  them  to  mount 
on  the  end  of  the  ttliarf ,  50  scaling  ladders  were  constructed.  As  there 
were  no  I>reiistwork.s  or  other  i)n)lecti<u»  for  our  artillery  making  the 
attack  on  the  enemy's  ships  and  land  forces,  my  object  was  to  bring 
to  Ix^ar  as  heavy  a  fire  of  artilleiy  an  possible  after  reaching  the  w  liarA'cs 
and  other  points  selected  for  the  puii»4>se  under  cover  of  the  night.  I 
knew  that  the  cooperation  of  the  cotton  boats  with  the  land  forces 
would  l>o  extremely  difficult  to  attain,  the  distance  the  former  had  to 
run  being  ;J0  miles.  I  thert»fore  had  not  calculated  with  confidence 
on  a  succcfw  great<»r  than  tluit  uf  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy's  H4'et 
from  the  harbor.  If  the  desired  cooperation  shoidd  be  secured  the 
result  wouhl  be  immediately  aceoniplisheil  and  would  Iw  attended 
pndmbly  with  the  capture  or  destruction  of  some  of  the  enemy's 
ships.  If  the  cooperation  should  fail,  1  nevertheless  felt  satisfied  that 
by  throwing  up  intrenchmcnts  at  the  ends  of  the  streets  Icadiiig  to  the 
water,  I  c<«da  gradnullv  expel  the  fleet  from  the  harbor.  For  this 
puriMise  intrenching  ti)ols  in  large  r|uantitii*s  were  prepared. 

To  attain  the  object  in  view  I  ha<l  at  my  disposal  G  siege  pieces, 
the  heaviest  weighing  5A0i)  |Mninds.  I  also  caused  to  be  constructed 
a  railroad  ram.  armed  with  an  Vlll-inch  Dahlgren  and  niounte<I  on  a 
railway  flat.  This  flat  and  gun  were  earned  by  railway  to  a  point 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Harriet  Lane.  A  large  rpiantitv 
of  cotton  was  InmsporCed  in  the  same  way  witli  the  view  of  using  it 
in  making  a  breastwork  for  this  gini  sliould  we  not  succeed  in  our 
object  before  daylight.    In  addition  I  had  14  fioldpieces,  some  of 
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them  rifled  and  some  smoothbore.  Threr*  of  the  heavicsf  of  the  siogo 
giiiiM  hud  to  be  transported  9  nuh\s,  the  ol.hnrs  7  miles,  l»etwpen  hunsot 
and  12  o'dock,  under  covfir  of  ihc  darknoMis  and  uver  very  diihcult 
roads. 

A  ayst-em  of  rapid  communication  with  our  (:;nnhoats  by  (ole^'raph 
and  othorwiae  having  been  fstiihli.sht'd.  it  whs  urranm'd  thai  the  nttark 
ehuulil  take  place  at  12  niidiiiglil.  the  fire  of  our  Innil  ball^M'ies  con- 
stituting; the  sipnid  fur  thr  tuivtd  attack.  Nevertheless,  I  uiformed 
Commodore  Sniitli,  in  cotninand  of  tlie  naval  exTM*(lition,  that  I  would 
attack  the  onernv's  fleet  whether  gunboats  muue  their  appearance  or 
not.  The  key  oT  the  whole  position  was  Fori  Point,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  liarhor,  '2  luile.s  below  the  mouth  of  the  t^nvn.  Thi.s  ft>rt  was 
entuely  open  in  the  rear,  thus  aiTnrdini;  no  protection  fur  our  artillery 
against  the  enemy's  vessels  inside  the  liarbor.  Tl»e  attack  from  this 
point  was  iiiti-usted  (o  Caj)tain  S.  T.  Fontaine  of  Cook's  retrinient  of 
artillery,  supported  by  0  companies  of  Pyron's  reiciment  dismounted 
drajtonns  under  cninioand  of  the  irtdlant  Colonel  Pyron.  Wilson's 
battery  of  (i  pieces  was  to  attack  the  enemy  from  tiie  center  wharf; 
the  railniad  mm  was  .sent,  to  the  ui>[>er  wharf.  The  remainder  of  the 
art  illerj-  was  utanned  from  Cook's  rejjiment  and  po-stei!  in  eligible  posi- 
tions. Colonel  .1.  J.  Cook  himself  was  intrusted  with  tlie  command  of 
the  stormiuf^  party  of  about  SCMJ  men,  composed  of  details  from 
Pyron's  Hud  Klnnue's  rej^iments  itml  Cirillin's  tmllaliun,  and  furniKhed 
with  ladders  to  .scale  the  wharf  on  which  the  enemys  land  fi>rees  were 
barrieaded.  Brit^adier-General  W.  it.  Scurrv  wjis  placed  in  command 
of  Pyron's  rejjimcnt  and  <»f  tlie  riMuainder  of  Sibley's  brigade,  and 
Ebnore's  men.  commanded  l)y  Lieutenant-t^olonel  L.  A.  Abenrrombie, 
the  latter  acting  as  a  support  for  llie  whole.  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H. 
Manly,  ol  Cook's  rejjiment,  was  ordered  to  Virginia  Point  to  defend 
that  work,  wliieh  was  our  base  of  <tpcrations  and  which  was  con- 
nected with  Galveston  Island  by  a  railroad  bridge  2  miles  in  length, 
open  to  thi'  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Leading  tlie  center  assault  in  person,  I  af>proached  within  two 
squares  of  the  wharves,  at  which  point  I  fiirected  the  horses  of  the 
lieldoieccH  to  be  removed  from  theni  ami  olaced  behind  some  brick 
builrlings  for  shelter  fj-om  the  anticipated  oi.s<'liarges  fnun  grape  and 
eani.stiM".  Aft*'r  allowing  the  lapse  of  what  turned  out  to  l>c  ample 
time  for  Captai/i  Fontaine  t*i  reach  and  occupy  his  more  distant  posi- 
tion, the  gun.=t  were  placed  alon^j  a  line  of  about  'Ji  miles,  principally 
within  the  litnits  of  the  city.  It  having  heen  agieed  tliat  the  ln*e  of 
the  center  gun  .should  funiish  signal  for  a  general  attack,  I  proceeded 
t4)  carry  out  this  portion  of  the  plan  by  dischai^ing  the  piece  myself. 
The  signal  was  promptly  responded  toby  an  alnn:»st  siniuUaneous  and 
very  effective  discharge  along  the  whole  line.  The  moon  had  by  that 
time  gone  down,  hut  still  the  light  of  the  stars  enabled  us  to  see  the 
Fecieiul  ships.  The  enemy  did  not  hesitate  long  in  replying  to  our 
attack.  He  soon  oj>ened  on  us  from  Ids  fleet  witli  a  tromencous  dis- 
chai^e  of  shell,  which  was  followed  with  grape  and  canister.  Our 
men,  however,  workefl  steadily  at  their  guns  under  cover  of  the  dark- 
ness. C-olonel  Cook  now  advanced  with  his  storming  party  to  the 
assault.  His  men.  wading  through  the  water  and  bearing  with  them 
their  scaUng  ladders,  endeavored  to  reach  the  end  of  the  wharf  on 
wluch  the  enemy  were  stationed.  Colonel  Cook  wns  supported  !)y 
Griffin's  battalion  and  by  sharpsliootera  de\>lo>{wi.  ou  ^.Vvc  to^\V  ^w^ftt 
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lolt  in  order  to  dislract  the  enemy's  attention.  A  severe  conflict  took 
place  at  tliis  noint,  our  nu^n  l)('int5  exjHised  to  a  fire  of  jrrape  and  can- 
ister anil  slu'll  from  the  ships,  a.s  well  a-s  musketry  from  the  land  foires. 
The  water  was  derp,  the  wharf  proving  higher  than  was  anticipated, 
and  the  scaling  ladders,  as  wan  reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Cook,  were 
found  to  he  too  short  to  enable  the  men  to  aecomplish  their  object. 
After  an  obstinate  contest  the  infantrj*  were  directed  to  cover  them- 
selves and  fire  from  the  biiildinpi  nearest  the  wliarf,  wliJcli  was  aecord- 
intilv  done. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  deadly.  The  ships  being  not  more  than  300 
yards  from  our  Imtleries,  it  was  extremely  dilfirult  to  maintain  the 
positions  we  had  assumed,  and  some  of  the  artillerymen  were  driven 
from  their  pieces.  As  daylight,  which  was  now  ttpproaeliJn(i;,  would 
expose  thejie  men  still  moiv  to  the  enemy's  fn*c,  ana  as  our  gunboats 
had  not  yet  made  their  appearance,  I  orcfered  the  artillery  to  Ik*  with- 
drawn to  positions  whicii  afforded  more  protection,  but  from  which 
the  fire  could  be  contintied  on  the  adversarj^  with  greater  advantage 
to  us.  Knowing  Captain  Fontaine  to  he  in  a  position  the  most 
exposed  of  alJ.  I  at  the  same  time  dispatched  a  staff  oificer  with 
instmctions  to  have  his  pieces  likewise  willidrawn.  This  order  reach- 
ing ('aptain  Fontaine's  men  bff<tre  it  was  ri'ceived  by  theit  captain, 
and  the  concentrated  fire  from  the  enemy's  ships,  but  a  few  hundred 
vards  distant,  having  increased  in  intensity,  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  their  pieces.  They  were,  however,  soon  ftunied  by  Captain 
Fontaine  in  a  position  of  greater  security. 

The  delicntr  duty  of  withdrawing  the  pieces  in  the  city  from  the 
close  vicinity  of  the  eneinv  was  intrusted  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Semry, 
who  perlornicd  it  with  sl<ill  and  gallantry-  Preparations  were  then 
ordered  for  the  immediate  fortification  and  permanent  f>ccupation  of 
the  city.  lint  at  this  moment,  our  fire  still  continuing,  our  gunboats 
came  dashing  dt)wn  the  harbor  and  engaged  the  Ilurnet  iMne,  wliich 
was  tlie  nearest  of  the  enemy's  shins,  m  the  most  gallant  style,  run- 
ning into  her,  one  on  each  si^e,  ana  pouring  on  her  dock  a  deadly  fire 
of  rides  and  shotguns.  The  gallant  Captam  Wainwright  fought  his 
ship  admirably.  He  sucx-eeued  in  disal)ling  the  Neptune  and  at- 
tempted to  nm  down  tlie  Htnjau  i'itij,  hut  he  was  met  by  an  antag- 
onist of  even  superior  skill,  coolm^ss,  arul  heroism.  Jjcon  Smith,  ably 
seconded  liy  Captain  Henry  S.  Lubbock,  the  imme<liatc  commander 
of  the  finyon  City,  and  her  pilot.  Captain  McCormick,  adi-oitly  evade<l 
the  deadly  stroke,  althougn  as  the  ves.sels  passed  each  other  he  lost 
his  larboard  wheelhouse  in  the  shock.  Again  the  Bayou  City,  wliilo 
rw-eiving  several  hn->ad3itles  almost  at  the  rannon's  mouth,  poured 
into  the  Harriet  Txinf  a  destructive  fire  of  small  arms.  Turning  once 
more,  she  drove  her  prow  into  the  iron  wheel  of  tlie  UarriH  Lane,  thus 
loi'king  the  two  vessels  together.  Followed  by  the  ofUcers  and  men 
of  the  heroic  volunteer  corps,  Commodore  Leon  Smith  leaped  to  the 
deck  ol  the  hostile  ship,  and  after  a  moment  of  feeble  resistance  she 
was  ours.  The  sur\'ivmg  olficers  of  the  Harriet  Lane  pn'wnted  tlieir 
swords  to  Commodore  \a*o\\  Smith  (m  the  quarter-deck  of  the  cap- 
tured vessel.  After  the  surrender  the  Ovyiaeo  passtnl  alongside,  pour- 
ing into  the  flarrirt  Lane  a  broadside  at  close  quarters,  but  she  was 
soon  forced  to  back  out  by  the  effect  of  our  musketry. 

Commodore  Smith  then  sent  a  flag  to  (\>nunodoiv  ftcn.shaw,  whose 
s/ijp  had  in  the  nif^antinio  been  run  aground,  demanding  the  surrender 
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of  thf  whole  fleet,  ancj  giving  threo  hours'  time  to  consider.  These 
pro[)usitioi\s  were  accepted  by  the  eonuuamling  ollicer.  and  all  the 
t'neniy's  vessels  were  inunediatejy  brought  to  anclior,  with  wliile  flags 
liyinL'.  Most  of  this  time  was  oeeupied  in  attemptintr  lo  ^et  tlie  tiar- 
rifi  ijine  to  the  wharf,  in  order  to  remove  the  wounded  to  a  n!a<'e  of 
Bafely.  The  sliips  and  boats  were  so  mueh  dainafred  tiiat  tiiis  was 
found  to  be  ahno^t  impossible  with  the  means  at  hand.  Proceeding, 
myself,  to  the  wharf,  I  met  one  of  my  most  distinguislicd  and  sciontiiic 
'  Btotr  oflicei-s,  Maiur  A.  M.  Ijea,  who  informed  nip  tliat  on  board  the 
fBarriH  Lane  he  had  lound  Ids  son,  the  second  in  comtnund,  mt)r(al]y 
wounded.  He  represent4'd  to  me  that  there  were  other  olhcei-s  badly 
woun<led  and  uri;e<l  me  lo  delay,  if  possible,  their  retnoval.  It  now 
beine  within  an  huur  of  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  truce,  1  sent 
anotlicr  llatj  to  Coniniudore  Henshaw,  whose  ship  was  umung  the  most 
distant,  claiming  all  Iiis  vessels  innnodiately  under  our  guns  as  prizes, 
and  giving  him  further  time  to  consider  rhc  demand  for  the  surrender 
of  the  whole  fleet.  Thi.s  message  was  borne  by  Colonel  Green  and 
Captain  Lubb(»ck.  While  these  gentlemen  were  (m  tlieir  way  in  a 
boat  to  fulfill  their  mission,  Commodore  Kensfiaw  blew  up  lus  ship 
and  was  him.*ielf  Heridentally  blown  up  with  it.  They  boarded  the 
ship  of  the  next  in  command,  who  dropped  down  the  bay,  still  having 
them  on  board,  and  carried  them  some  distance  toward  the  bar,  while 
still  flying  the  wiiite  flag  at  the  masthead. 

In  the  meantime  General  Scurry  .siMit  to  know  if  he  should  fire  at 
the  ahips  inmiediatelv  in  his  front  nt  the  expiration  of  the  j)eriod  of 
truce.  To  this  I  replied  i»  the  negative,  as  another  demand  under  a 
flag  oi  truce  from  me  ha<I  been  sent  to  the  Commodore.  When  the 
first  period  of  ti-uce  expired  the  enemy's  ships  under  our  guns,  regard- 
Uws  of  \Uv  wliite  flag  still  flying  at  their  maslheiwls,  gnniually  crept 
oiT.  .As  -soon  as  this  was  seen  I  sent  a  swift  express  on  liiuxehack  to 
General  Scuitv,  directing  him  to  open  fire  on  them.  This  was  done 
with  so  much  elfiK;t  that  one  of  them  was  reported  to  have  sunk  near 
the  bar,  and  the  Ou^iftt'o  was  seriously  damaged. 

I  forward  a  correspondence  on  this  8ubje<-t  between  ('onunodore 
Bell  and  m\'se!f.  In  this  correspon<lence  Connuodore  Bell  states 
that  the  tnice  was  violated  by  the  (iring  of  caiitKin  and  sumll  arms  by 
our  men  on  shore,  as  he  IukI  been  informed.  This  is  an  errt)r;  not  a 
gun  or  small  arm  was  discharged  <hiring  the  stipulate*]  period  or  until 
the  enemy's  vessels  were  discovered  to  be  cn*eping  off  out  of  the 
harbor.  Comniodon?  I^on  Smith  flre<l  a  heavy  stern  gun  at  the 
retiring  ships  with  effect  fRuii  the  IJurrUt  Imji*.  Juuiping  an  btiard 
the  steamer  (Uirr,  he  proceeded  to  Bolivar  Channel  ana  captured  and 
brought,  in,  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy's  armed  vessels, 
the  two  barks  and  schooner  before  spoken  of.  As  s4»on  as  it  was  light 
enough  to  st-e,  the  land  force  siu'rendered  to  Cteneral  Scurry. 

We  thus  captured  one  fine  steamship,  two  barks,  and  one  schooner. 
We  ran  ashore  the  flagship  of  the  eonimodore,  drove  oil  two  war 
steamers,  and  sunk  another  as  reported,  all  of  the  United  States  Navy 
sand  the  armed  transports,  and  took  300  or  40O  pri.sonera.  Tlie  num- 
oerof  guns  captured  was  15.  and,  beinp  found  on  Pelican  Spit,  a  large 
quantity  of  stores,  coal,  and  other  material  also  was  taicen.  The 
Neptune  sank;  her  officers  and  crow,  with  the  exception  of  those 
killed  in  battle.  w"erc  saved,  as  were  also  her  guns.  The  loss  on  our 
side  was  26  killed  and   117  wounded.     Among  the  former  was  the 
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gallant  Captain  Wior,  the  first  voluntror  for  Lho  expodition.  The 
alacrity  with  which  oilk'^fs  and  men,  all  iif  IIhmh  totHtly  uimi'quaint^Kl 
witii  this  novel  kind  uf  sorvire.  sonio  uf  wlioiii  had  neviT  situ  a  aliip 
lieforc.  voiunleert'd  for  au  ent^'rprist-  so  cxtraordiiwirily  and  appar- 
ently drsporatc  in  its  character,  and  I  In*  hold  and  dasliinj;  manner  in 
which  the  plan  was  executed,  arc  certainly  deserving  of  the  liighost 

praise. 

******* 

The  wounded  of  the  enemy  were  ronducU^d  to  tlie  same  hospital. 
and  the  same  attentions  were  he.stowed  on  them  na  if  thfy  Imd  been 
our  o\m  men.  (Viptain  Wainwri^ht  antl  Lit'iitenanl  Uvn,  of  the  Fed- 
eral Navy,  were  buried  with  Moronic  and  military  honors  in  the  same 
grave.  Major  Lea,  of  the  Confederate  Aj'mjs  father  of  Lieutenant  l^ea, 
perlomiin^  the  Imrlal  services. 

llavin^c  buried  the  dead,  taken  care  ol  !lie  wounded,  and  secured 
the  captured  property.  n»y  exertions  were  directed  to  getting  the  Jlar- 
nV/  iMfie  to  sea.  The  enemy's  ships  lied  to  New  Orleans,  to  which 
place  one  of  thoir  transports  was  dispatched  during  the  action.  I 
Knew  that  a  large  naval  force  might  he  expected  to  return  in  a  few 
days.  1  therefore  ordered  the  emi)h»ynient  at  high  wages  uf  all  the 
available  mechanics  t<t  repair  the  Harrirt  Lane,  lier  main  shaft  having 
been  dislocated  and  hor  iron  wheel  greatly  disabled,  so  thai  the  engine 
could  not  work.  Tiie  I'nited  States  (lags  were  onlered  to  remain 
flying  on  the  custom-house  and  at  the  mastheads  of  the  ships,  so  as  to 
attract  into  the  harbor  any  of  the  enemy's  vessels  which  might  be 
hound  for  the  port  of  Galveston.  A  line  of  iron  but)3's,  wliicb  he  had 
established  fcir  the  guidance  of  his  shii>s  in  tlie  harbor,  were  displaced 
and  so  arranged  as  i^)  insure  their  getting  aground. 

On  the  .'Jd  ol  January.  1  Wing  then  on  lumrd  of  the  llnrrlrt  iMiir.  a 
yawl  boat  containing  se\eral  men,  in  command  of  a  person  named 
Thomas  Smith,  recently  a  citizen  of  Galveston,  and  who  liad  deserted 
from  our  Army,  was  reported  ah>ngside.  lie  informed  an?  (hat  he 
was  sent  from  the  I '.  S.  transport  steamship  Camhrw,  then  off  the  bar, 
for  a  pilot,  and  that  they  han  no  idea  of  the  oectipation  of  the  city  by 
us.  I  forthwith  ordered  a  pilot  boat,  under  command  ot  Cajjtoin 
Johnson,  to  bring  in  tliis  ship,  but  tlirough  a  most  extraordinary  com- 
bination of  circumstances  the  vessel,  which  contained  K.  J.  Davis  and 
many  other  apostate  Texans,  besides  several  lumdred  troops,  und 
2,.50<t  .saddles  lor  the  us<'  of  native  sympathizers,  succeeded  in  nuiking 
her  escajH'.  The  man  Smith,  who  had,  it  is  said,  several  times  set  lire 
to  the  city  of  Galveston  before  he  deserted,  had  been  known  as 
Nicaragua  Smith,  and  was  dreaded  by  everyone.  He  returned  to 
Galveston  in  oi-der  to  act  as  Federal  provost-marshal.  His  arrival 
produced  much  excitement,  during  wLich  someone  without  «>rder8 
sent  a  sailboat  to  Pelican  Spit,  now  occupie<I  bj*  our  tr(»ops,  to  direct 
the  conjuuiuding  ollicer  there  not  to  fire  on  our  j)iJot  boat,  although 
she  was  under  Yankee  colors.  The  sailboat  thus  sent  was  at  once 
supposed  to  bo  destined  for  the  Yankee  transport.     The  pilot  huat 

fave  chase  to  her,  and  the  guns  from  the  shore  opened  on  her  within 
oaring  ot  the  ship. 

Night  coming  on.  I  thought  it  suivr,  as  the  ahirm  might  he  taken, 

to  capture  her  at  sea  Iwtore  mornitig.  but  tlie  J/arrUt  1mm  could  not 

iMovo,  and  our  cotton  gunboats  could  not  live  on  the  rough  sea  on  the 

bAT.     Therefore  one  of  the  barks,  the  Itvifol  Yacht,  a  schooner  of  ours, 
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the  pilot  tmat ,  and  the  Leader,  a  schoonpr  l<»ade(l  with  cotton,  which 
I  had  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  fi»rei{^n  port,  with  a  prorlaiiiatioii  i>f  the 
raising  of  the  blockade  at  Galveston,  were  <Hieeted  to  l>e  prepared 
and  armed  with  Jigltt  artilk'i y.  Tliis  wu-s  done  by  2  u'eloek  the  same 
night,  our  little  fleet  Ijeing  nmmied  by  volunl4>era,  under  eoniniand  of 
Captain  MiiHuu,  of  Cook's  retjinient  nl  artillery. 

tlnfurtunatel}',  the  wmd  lulled  and  none  but  the  pilot  l)oat  could 
re^h  the  enemy's  ship.  The  pilot  boat  went  out  under  the  eommand 
or  a  gallant  sailor.  Captain  Payne,  ot  Galveston.  The  enemy's  sliip 
proved  to  be  a  splendiil  iron  steamer,  built  in  the  Clyde.  I  liacl  a^ieer- 
tained  from  her  men  taken  ashore  that  she  had  oidy  two  guas,  and 
they  wi-re  pa4'!ked  on  tlwk  under  a  large  quantity  uf  liay.  and  I  antici- 
pated an  easy  ecmquest  and  one  ofgreat  politiea!  importance,  as  this 
ship  contained  almost  all  of  the  Texans  out  of  the  State  who  had 
proved  recreant  lo  their  duty  to  the  Contederacy  and  to  Texas.     The 

Eilot  boat  was  allowed  to  get  close  to  the  ship,  when  the  boat  was 
ailed  and  the  pilot  ordered  to  come  on  board.  Captain  Payne 
answered  that  he  thought  there  were  rather  too  many  men  to  trust 
himself  to;  whereupon  ho  was  directed  to  come  on  boarH  ur  ho  would 
be  fired  into,  lie  went  on  board  as  ordered,  and  soon  after  tlio 
steamer  sailed  in  all  ha.ste  seaward,  leaving  the  pilot  boat  and  hands 
to  return  to  us. 

I  am  thus  particular  in  this  narration,  as  the  friends  of  Ca[>taia 
Payne  fear  that  he  may  meet  with  foul  plav  fix>m  the  enemy.  1  shall 
ascertain  through  Commodore  Bell  his  fate,  and  act  accordingly. 
Smith,  the  deserter,  was  tried  regularly  the  next  day  before  a  general 
court-martial,  and  being  convicted  of  deserting  lo  the  enemy,  was 
publicly  shot  in  Galveston  in  accordance  with  his  sentence.  The 
proceedings,  which  were  formal  in  all  respects,  legal,  and  regular, 
are  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  that  the  whole  coast  and  islands  are 
now  in  our  po.-itwwsion  and  that  the  Rio  Grande  is  strongly  occupied. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  s<M\ant, 

J.  BANKriKAi)  AIauuuueu, 

Major-Generai,  Coinmaridlng, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  H\chmond,Va. 


I 


List  of  tretisels  attacfied  to  tfie  Western  Gulf  Bhckading  Squadron,  tJuiir 
conmunders  and  stations,  January  J,  IS63, 


Nanw  of  vounl. 


Nonie  of  cumtoiuKler. 


SUUim  el  TBHel. 


CiipUtln  JiuDM  S.  1'H.lnicr 

Coronnjdww  Hwify  W.  Uorrii. 

Commmjfirv  n.  II.  Hell 

CMiDiiHxJorv  H.  B.  Hlicbciock.. 


FUtgahlp  Usrlfan] 

SICun  ilovp  PpumcoIb  . . 
StMm  ilonp  rtmoklvii . . 

Steun  mIoop  Siu(gu*-iiiiiiiiit. . . 

SMUn  Hoop  MtHRissljtpi..  . .  .1  CdpUlii  M.  StnlLli 

StMuii  ^loop  UDrlilA I  Ckpt&in  T.  A.  Jmkin* 

Sloop  PortsniDuib... Commnnder  S.  Swiirtwmit 

Frf^niK^  rolomur CotamsDcler  A.  Oilwon 

Sl«ain  nKniji  KlL-hmond ComtniUidpr  JaiiK-n  AlJcn 

Stnimor  R.  H.  ilivlw Commdii'lpr  Uootj:^  F.  KrruiioiM.. 

Bluuuur  WoBtlJdu I  CoouiuuiUu  W.  B  Renabiiw 


Nbw  Orlnuii. 
Do- 
Do. 

Mobile  IJtteVwJv. 
N#w  OrU«ii». 
UoMk  lil'K'k*<lfl. 
Currt'Ilrtin,  lj>. 

Bftton  Roiiflo. 
Mobile  bknfaKto. 

QftlTMtOO. 
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JAM  of  veMMlx  attacked  to  the-  n'«r/frn  (Julf  Blnckadim  Sqxitulron.  their  eommandfr*  and 
tiatwna,  Jamtary  t,  18iiS — Cootuiued. 


N»tH  of  ytaml. 


NUDO  UT  COOlDIIUHlAr. 


Kl(irr«lifp  Hupiily 

Btr^iiKT  Hmnct  I.MW 

UuDlwot  CjiyiijKu 

ImnolH't  Kcion ... 

Uuutmut  Kitiiiiwlia 

OnnKoKt  Sew  London 

GunlioMt  Klnvo 

UiiuKokI  I'cmMna 

Sliiop  VitH-€mim. 

P  eir«mer  llHltiTiM 

V.Qualwiit  StriutH 

I  Stratnicr  Cllf  tf  n 

l<>uat)UHt  Anxuiluok 

lUuntxiMt  Kutiihilla 

FttUvnicr  jMtntlruM 

rOiitiboKt  rnenboQUa 

I  OuiittUHl  Kouiwliep 

kUtiriSntil  ItlUMW. 

[  Hirnnicr  TniDesWe. 

{  Ouiitinal  Owuiro 

I  OiiKlniMl  Wlnoim 

V  GiinlNiKl  I'iiniltt  

l8tCAn)rr.l.  T.  Jn^-kson 

'  SUftiner  I'jtlhouu 

BMUicr  BctnlU 

BlBRBwr  Kunslngton -- 

Brtioffliftr  Velocity 

SdmaiMr  Ru>hp1  8Mun«n . 

Stortwhlp  llpllpt 

Bohc>nn«r  Henry  Jama 

Burl:  Arthur... 

iSlPHini-r  Kinamui... 

V£t-)i'Min'«r  Orvett* 

BrigUohlo 


ComiDUider  (irorvvM.  t'ulvoeoraam 

Cownuuitior  J .  M.  Wdfiiwrifiht 

CommUKler  L>.  ii.  Falrfitx 

ComnunderC.  fl.  1).  rnMwfll 

Coirumuider  JubD  C.  FL'tiijcer 

Uwitfiinnt-Commwrnlor  A.  Kfad 

Llrutvimiit-OiiiiiiMtilrr  O.  U.  [tnuftoitt 

l.loiitfiiiinl-^'oiniiiiikiidnr  W.  0.  Tomplft 

Llautrt]Hiit-<ViiiiiiH[idrr  Jiiliii  MadlfiAli 

Llnut^nKrit-CniiiniiUKler  II.  C.  BUk« 

Li«it«innI-<^'uniinBiidcr  R.  B.  I.owry , 

l.|put<»iitiil-('i>uiiuiui<lor  H.  L.  Law 

l.|i'iitciinril-l'uiiimHiidcr8.  R.  Franklin 

Lli>iitf<ruitit'''t)mmiu][|nr  F.  A.  Hoe 

Mi-ul«i(iiit  fViiitniBiiilff  J.  R.  Hurt 

L(i-iit*'ti»iit-i'»tiiiikiiiid<>r  \\    U.  iiamUlt 

i.i>-iilr-iiiiril-r<iiiiiiiiiii<lor  J.  11.  KiitM^I 

I.li>iitriiant-('(>iiiiiiiiixli'r  li.  f.  K.  I-Hwia 

■  .li-iitc-iiitni-CnutiiinndiT  P.  I'.  JoliiiiutD 

l.lcuifiiHiit-riiiuiiiuiitlcr  n.  \Viln(in 

l.li'iilrtKiiit-roRininnilpr  A.  W.  WwiVPf , 

l.icuii>iiitiit-i'i>iiimuiKli'r.l»iiiiw  HUllwnlJ ., 

I.Ic-iitfimiii-*  ■■itiniiiivliT  H.  A.  AilumB 

l.icuiMiam-<'>>niiiiniiili'rT.  M.  ItiK'ltanati 

l.li>iitfiii»nt-(Viinmnil'1cr  A.  1*.  Cooke. ., 

Aciiii);  Volimlwr  LiviiU-iiHiit  Frvtl  (""rockpr. 

ArUng  Volmirp«r  l.lciitf<niint  N.  W.  Hum- 
mond. 

Anting  VoUinlw-r  I.lotit<^ftnt  (J,  A.  HoojHtr. 

ArUng  Vdlunlver  JJeutooaiit  U.  I>.  Muntun.. 

Anting  Volunteer  IJriitMtfint  L,  W.  Penning- 
ton. 

Acting  VrJtinto^T  I.l^iit«iiAnt  T.  V.  Wado..., 

Acting  Voliinlrcr  l.lcutmant  tieorg*  Wlggin, 

Acting  Matitfr  V.  E.  Blanohanl , 

Ai'tiug  UasUr  U.  W.  UrowiiB , 


SUtkm  of  voM^I, 


ScbooMr  John  (IrlfBUi. Acting  MairUr  H.  Brown 

Sohnoni*r  <Tbarlnitfl '  Acting  Uaator  K.  l>.  Bnmvr. 


BrhrtontT  .'^Brali  Drum. 
8rh<».tii'r  H    A.  W.wd. 

8til|i  UominK  l.tgtil 

B«tk  W.  G.  Anddraoa.. 


Arlliig  UKMtrr  \.  <*brifitlan 

Ac-ling  Mufltcr  Sikmiifl  ('.  I'niae. 
Arlliig  UasIct  J.  UIIUnghADl.... 
Aclfng  Haal<TN.  H'Oytcy 


StMtnor  DIanft Arting  Unster  K.  S.  Ooodwla... 

Bark  ,\,  HonBhtoo '  Acting  Huflirr  N.  ttraham 

Barkonllnf  Mnmoo  Bf>itlN i  Acting  Musior  P.  1'.  IloAth 

Starvahli)  Night ingulc ]  .\ctlng  Uaatcr  H.  ii.  tlomc 

Storaahlp  I'ainppro Acting  Master  CharlM  Iliig^ns. 


Staunor  KnclM<ni 

8etK>oncr  Klllattnny 

8iorel>ark  Kuhii 

Stormhlp  Pt<amut 

Sloop  rrttbk 

Yacnl  CorypheuB 

Schooner  Sam  liooiton. 


OrigHaa  Poam. 


Acting  IfoKtfr  \.  JohnsoTi 

Acting  Uaal^rC.  W.  L&maoa 

AotiDSM«atrr  It.  O.  Lrc 

Acting  Uoatcr  H,  8.  MiirphT 

Acting  Master  W.  r.  SliankJatid. 

Acting  Maat«T  A.  T.  S|Wtir 

Acting  Maalvr  George  W.  Wood. 


AoUng  Enaliifl  T.  M.  B^kor. 


NewOilum. 
OalTwton. 

Mlnbolppl  Btvrr. 
Above  Hnton  It'tiiKc. 
Moblk  hlockitd". 
Lake  I'ontchaKralii. 
lUMlaaipt)!  nivfr. 
Mobile  blockade. 
Ship  Itlaiid. 
MlMlmiippi  River. 

Jto. 
(iitlvMlun. 
Mobile  hlockadir. 
Mlavlaaliiitl  River. 

T>o. 
Mobile  blockade. 

Do. 
MlmlBHliipJ  nivnr. 
DUpatt.-ti  crulaer 
(ialVffltou. 
lUaolaalriiil  Kivcr. 
UobllB  lilockailK. 
Qnuit'a  Piuix,  Ala. 
Brubear  L'lly,  La. 

I>o. 
IMnpHli-b  rnjbar. 
Coa4t  of  Texas. 

Hnblne  Pium. 
Klilp  Island. 
Hablne  Paae. 

rooAt  of  Teicaa. 
Braalinarl'lty. 
Nfw  i>rl<>iiiia. 
Bpcrlalservlraiat  Kl.  Ao* 

drew'it  Bay.  de«troy- 

lug  nalt  worka. 
New  Orinui*. 
Kwt  |HU>,  Kanta  Roas 

lalatKl,  Fla. 
New  Orliianfl. 
Petit  Boie  Paxa. 
roaflt  of  Texaa. 
P^tnjiacoU  Bsy.HwalUng 

urmw. 
BnubnirCily. 
Pniuacola  El  ay. 
New  OrlMiu. 
Prjuiacnla  Ray. 
a.  W.  Pun.  Utmlxapet 

Uiver. 
rijilvcalon. 
Cnoiit  ol  Texaa. 
New  Orlcaoe. 

Do. 
Penmcola  Bny. 
Coaat  ol  Texan. 
Special  eemce,  tit.  An- 

dmw'a  Bay,  dralroy- 

Ing  salt  workB. 
New  Oriuuu. 


Very  respectfully  submitted  by  yovir  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabbaqut, 

Hear-Admiral, 
Uon,  GmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  JVavy,  'Waahin^on,  D.  C, 
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Order  of  liear-Admiral  Fatragvi,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  LieuteiiatU-C'ommander 
Lea,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  mortar  boats. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Neti}  Orleans,  Jatmanj  t,  1863, 
Sir:  You  will  consider  \'n«rself  detuched  from  the  V .  S,  S.  Harriet 
Lane  and  will  ri'[H)rt  to  me  iil  tliis  place  by  tli*'  Hrst  opportunity,  for 
the  roinnuiiid  of  the  mortar  houts. 

Very  rcspecl^dJy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 
Licutcnant-Coniniander  Edward  Lka, 

V.  S.  S.  Harriet  hiue. 

P.  S. — The  vessel  for  your  iuuuciliate  command  will  be  dedignuted 
on  your  arrival  here. 

Ordtr  of  liear-Admiral  Ftimignt,  U.  S.  Navy,  Co  Cfrmmodorf.  Bell,  U.  S. 
Navy.  cammandin4f  U.  S.  S.  Brookhfu,  to  proceed  to  Gtihvston  arid 
learn  the  condition  of  affairs  at  that  jthicr. 

FijVGSlJIP    flAHTh-ORD^ 

Off  New  Orlmuff,  January  S,  ISfiS. 
Sib:  So  soon  as  yoiir  ship  can  be  gotten  ready  you  will  proceed 
down  to  Galveston  and  ascertain  the  true  st»ite  of  thinj^  at  that 
place.  In  the  course  of  to-morrow  1  hope  io  send  the  gimboats 
oeiota,  Cayuga,  and  Hatt^rran.  These  are  all  the  vessels  I  shall  be 
able  to  sjiare  vou.  T  still  hoi>e  that  the  Clifton  and  other  vessels 
on  the  coast  of  Texas  may  have  saved  themselves,  and  that  you  will 
have  the  Clifton  atid  Sachem  and  some  of  the  sailing  vessels  to  cooper- 
ate with  you. 

Tf  on  your  arrival  at  Galveston  yon  find  things  favorable  I  wish 
you  to  retake  Galveston,  or  at  any  rate  send  the  ^^unhoats  up  into  the 
harbor  and  retake  the  Harriet  Lnnf,  if  possible,  and  shell  tne  troops 
out,  if  any  appear.  The  propriety  of  all  this  I  leave  to  your  own 
judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragdt, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bull, 

U.  S.  S.  Br<M)l'lyn. 


Order  of  Rear-Adviiral  Farrayui,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captxiin  Lowry,  U.  8. 
Navy,  eommaudiny  U.  S,  S.  Scioia. 

FijvosHip  Hartford. 
New  OrUnna,  January  S,  tS6S. 
As  soon  (IS  your  vessel  is  ready  for  sea  yon  will  proceed  to  Galveston 
in  company  with  the  Hroollyn,  and  you  will  receive  all  future  orders 
from  Commodore  Hell. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragih", 

Bear-Admiral, 
Captain  Lowry, 

Scicta, 

M  ir  « — VOL  vj — aa 
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Letter  from  the  Secrttary  oj  the  Navy  to  tJte  Secretary  of  State  regarding 
British  schooners  detained  in  Sahine  lUi^er.  . 

Navy  Defaktment,  Janttary  3,  186S. 

Sie:  I  hove  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  2Bth  insUnt  [ultimo),  cnclosinj;  a  copy  uf  n  second  note  from 
Lord  Lyons  in  reference  to  the  Britisli  schooners  at  Sabine  Pass,  in 
which  He  suggests  that  it  would  be  of  advantw^c  for  this  Department 
to  state  the  reasons  which  led  it  to  the  conclusion  that  the  schooners 
could  not  be  permitted  to  depart  with  or  without  their  cargoes. 

The  Department's  conclu.sion  was  based  on  the  ground  tliat  the 
schooners  nad  entt'red  the  port  of  Sabine  sul>se<iuently  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  in  violation  of  the  blockade.  The  precise  dale  of  iJieir 
entry  is  not  given  in  the  extract  from  the  dispatch  of  her  Majesty's 
consul  at  Galveston  which  accompanied  Lord  Lyons'  first  note.  Ihe 
inference  that  their  entry  was  of  recent  date,  at  least  after  their 
chane:e  of  nationality,  iler  Majesty's  consul  sa^'s  that  no  blockade 
had  been  enforced  anterior  to  the  occupation  of  Sabine  by  the  Fed- 
eral forces.  He  certainly  has  been  inisirifurnied  on  this  subject. 
Captain  William  M.  Walter,  of  the  U,  S.  S.  I)e  Soto,  in  reply  to  an 
enquiry'  of  the  Department,  says:  "During  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September  last  I  Kad  generally  under  my  command, 
to  the  north  of  Aransas  and  west  oT  Lake  Calcasieu,  six  or  seven 
vessels  of  the  West  (lulf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  which  at  least  two 
wore  always  employed  off  the  Sabine."  He  further  Ka\'s  that  the 
schooner  Oaihanne,  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  Sabine 
on  the  4th  day  of  August  last,  was  cut  off  from  it  by  the  blockading 
vessel  and  was  afterwards,  to  avoid  cantiire.  stranded  by  her  crew, 
who  set  fire  to  her  and  escaped;  also  Inat  on  the  I4th  of  the  same 
month  a  capture  was  made  of  a  vessel  rurming  out,  in  fidl  view  of 
the  persons  on  shore. 

Tne  Department  has  recently  written  to  Kear-Admiral  Farragut 
in  rehition  to  the  British  schooners  in  question,  and  requested  to  he 
furnished  with  such  information  as  he  may  l>e  able  to  cummuuicate 
concerning  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

GlDKON    WBLLEa, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


ITPlpgnm-l 

Headquabtebs  Department  of  the  Gi'lk, 

January  d,  I86S~~S:  30  p.m. 
Stop  everything  g<3ing  to  Qalveston. 
Please  acluiow ledge. 

Ktciiakd  B.  iRwm, 
Lieutenant-Cot fmel,  Assistanl-Adjutaiit-Oen^raL 
CaptAin  C.  HiTGoiNs. 

On  Itoard  I^ampero,  SoutJt  West  Pass. 
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_  Report  of  Rear-Admirat  Farroftui,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of 
additional  vessels  in  view  of  the  loss  at  Galveston. 

No.  1.]  Flagship  IIartforp, 

Off  New  Orleans,  Januanj  3, 1363, 

Sir:  I  repret  to  report  that  my  vessels  are  getting  in  a  very  bad 
condition.  Tlie  engines  of  the  Susquehanna,  as  I  have  already 
reported,  ure  almost  totally  useless,  witli  cylinder  crackcil  from  one 
end  to  the  other  nn<I  the  piston  ro<l  bcnl ;  tlic  stnfT  and  pillow  blocks 
temporarily  secure*];  she  is  now  blockiulinjj  off  Mobile. 

Tne  boilers  of  tlie  Brooklyn  and  Mississippi  are  so  thin  in  the  bot- 
toms that  they  are  compelled  to  be  patching  them  all  the  time,  and  it^ 
will  not  be  long  before  I  shall  bo  c-ompellcd  to  send  thorn  homo  for 
new  l)oiIers  or  ext+^nsive  repairs,  which  will  cripple  me  very  much. 

(hir  recent  diaai^tcr  at  Galveston,  depriving  mc  of  four  or  five  ves- 
sels, compels  me  to  withdrnw  a  lorce  from  the  Mississippi  for  the 
coast  of  Texas,  which  will  reduce  my  force  in  the  river.  I  must  try 
and  recover  the  Ilarrift  Lane,  as  she  would  be  a  most  formidable 
cruiser  if  she  gels  out,  on  account  of  her  speed  and  batter}'.  I  there- 
fore earnestly  hope  that  you  will  send  mc  the  first  vessels  of  war  that 
you  may  have  tospare.ns  1  would  not  like  to  hazard  a  battle  with  the 
forts  on'the  river  with  Icas  than  three  ships,  besides  the  gunboats,  but  I 
ought  to  have  four  or  five,  as  I  huve  only  four  of  the  smallest  class 
gunboats,  and  I  am  afraid  to  withdraw  any  from  Mobile  as  the  rising 
of  the  river  will  enable  the  enemy  to  get  liis  ironclads  down  from 
Selina,  and  then,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  first 
calm  spell  of  weather  after  his  ironrlads  an*  ready. 

I  am  now  very  glad  the  Department  has  been  pleased  to  send  me 
the  Colorado,  as'  she  will  be  a  formidable  blockudcr  at  Mobile,  and 
relieve  the  Susquehanna:  the  latter  can  lie  iu  Pensacola  and  be  a 
formidable  protwtioii  to  that  place,  and  occasionally  take  the  place 
of  the  Colorado  while  coaling,  but  it  woidd  not  be  prudent,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  send  the  Susqufhnntia  home  until  the  spring. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  O.  Fabraout, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  \Yesi  Qui]  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretory  of  the  Na-vy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Joint  operations  near  Plaquemine,  La.,  January  S  and  4,  1S6S. 

Keport  of  Commandar  Aldsn,  U.  i.  Navy,  traiutDittinii  report. 

U.  S.  S.  RlCHMOKD, 

Baton  Royige,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  thelionor  to  enclose  herewith  I^ieutenant-Commander 
Roe*8  report  ol  an  affair  at  Plamienane  last  night: 

Per  contra,  by  the  report  <if  tiie  iniUtarv  c<imiimndant  there,  made 
to  the  commanding  general  hei-e,  it  would  appear  that  the  enemy's 
force  is  comparatively  triilint'.  They  were  attacked  by  only  about  80 
men,  who  were  driven  olf  witikout  diniculty.    General  Grover  informa 
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mp  that  from  tfie  host  and  most  rf>liab]o  information  he  can  obtain 
tliore  are  not  in  our  vicinitj',  on  the  west  side  ol  the  river,  more  than 
from  250  to  300  men;  this  he  believes,  hwt  will  send  this  n.  m.  smnp 
200  men,  at  the  request  of  the  comiiiundint;  oOicer  at  Plaquomine, 
who  says  tliat  with  such  a  reiiiforcomoiil  he  cau  hold  the  place  without 
dillieulty. 

lii  haste,  I  am,  your  obe^lient  servant, 

James  Aluen. 
Admiral  KARiiAnuT, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  FUsi  in  the  OtUf. 


Report  of  LlDatonaot-Oommuidflr  Boo,  IT.  S.  Mavy,  cotnmatidlng  U.  8.  B.  Eaubdln. 

U.  S.  GlfNBDAT    KaTAHDIN, 

Off  Plaquemine.  January  S,  1S63. 
Sin:  About  half  pa.^t  1  last  niglu  the  enemy  assailed  our  little  gar- 
rison heru,  when  I  got  uiiderwav  and  opened  fire  for  theii-  pn>lecti<m. 
The  firing  was  pretty  heavy  f<>r  about  one  hour.  I  have  not  yet 
rceeive<l  news  from  slmre  of  the  state  of  things.  About  half  past  6 
last  eveniny;  tlie  enemy  threw  u]j  a  rut^kel  just  above  us.  The  com- 
mandint;  onicer  mfonned  me  the  enemy  were  about  G.OOO  strong,  and 
came  down  from  above  yesterday.  Not  knowing  j)re(isely  our  foree, 
the  last  niglit's  attack  was  doubtless  made  by  a  heavy  piejcet  force,  in 
order  to  aseertain  our  strength,  iJretparatorv  lo  an  jisMauU  tins  morn- 
ing or  to-day.  But  I  believe  the  timely  arrival  of  the  Itasca,  at  5 
o'clock  this  morning,  decided  the  enemy  to  await  further  dispositions. 
The  enemy  are  in  good  foree  below  us,  and  1  am  apprehensive  that 
Uonahlsonville  is  also  threatened.  Under  these  riroumstane^s,  I 
deem  it  proper  for  mo  to  retain  the  Itasca,  as  I  could  not  nossibly  save 
the  little  garrison  from  eapttire  if  the  enemy  have  anything  like  the 
fttrce  supposed  hj'  the  coiniriaridin^  ollicer  on  shore.  Their  artdlery 
would  alone  occupy  all  my  «tl<?ntmn. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  3'our  olwdicnt  servant^ 

F.  A.  Roe, 
Litutfna  nt^ummander. 
Commander  James  Ai.den, 

CotnmaTidhiff  United  States  Naval  Forces  ^  Baion  Rouge  ^  La, 


BBOODd  report  of  Coaunandor  Alden,  U.  B.  Savy,  tr&uiiiitting  additioaal  iaformatioa  from 
LiBiiUDaat-CoBimandor  Boo,  U.  8.  Nary. 

U.  S.  S.  RlCIFMOND, 

Baton  Hougt,  January  5,  1863. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  enclose  another  of  Lieutena*nt-Com- 
mander  Roe's  reports  of  proceeding  at  Plaauemine.  This  last  move 
seonis  to  cap  tlie  climax.  It  is  the  chef  aoeuvre  o\  the  worst-man- 
aged piece  of  business  that  I  have  ever  heard  of.  The  result  is  before 
you.  I  should  refrain  from  making  any  comments  upon  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe's  acli<m  in  the  matter  but  for  his  attempt,  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  his  report,  to  shift  the  responsibuity  upon 
sornel>odv  else.  lie  saya:  "I  regret  exceedingly  the-so  backward 
moves  oi  our  forces,  but  so  long  as  the  call  for  reinforcement^i  by 
oJSceih  is  dLiTCgardedf  so  luug  muat  we  have  disaster." 
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Tn  thf>pftrftf;rftph  immrdiatply  prpopding  the  abovp,hp  Rays:  "About 
one  liovir  alter  we  loft  wo  were  oveHiauled  by  the  reinforpement«,  etc." 
That  was*  juyt  six  hours  after  they  had  sent  for  assial-ance  to  this 
pla*;e,  20  mill's,  nnd  us  "a  stem  chase  is  a  lon^  one,"  it  is  very  olear 
if  l.liey  Imd  remained  at  their  post,  the  two  parties  wuuhl  have  met 
tniieh  sooner;  and  wlien  they  (Hd  meet  reinfon-ements,  why  didn't 
they  return?  Again,  I  can't  see  why  they  should  go  to  Donaldson- 
ville,  over  30  miles,  when  the  plare  (I^aton  Roupe)  they  had  sent  to 
for  aid.  and  where  it  is  in  alnrndancc,  was  less  than  20.  In  another 
report  ot  the  same  affair,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe  says  that  "the  timely  arrival  of  the  Il<i«co  pre- 
vented, no  dou})t,  another  attack  from  the  enemv."  She  was  of 
course  sent  to  his  aid  the  nioment  it  was  observed  that  the  KoUMin 
had  opened  fire,  without  wailing  for  a  "cah  for  reinlorcemenU  '  I 
have  endeavored  to  find  out  what  led  to  this  disgraceful  proceedings 
for  I  can  call  it  nothing  less. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis  reports  that  when  In*  rotumod  to 
Plaquemine,  twenty-four  hours  nftor  our  troops  had  evn<:uatnd  the 
pla<'e,  in  search  of  tlie  20,000  rounds  of  hall  cartridges  left  there  by 
them  in  thoii-  hasty  retreat,  he  found  several  citizens  asseml>led  on 
the  levee,  wondering  what  it  all  meant.  They  assured  liirn  that  there 
were  no  rebel  tnxips  there,  mw  ha<l  there  l>een  any  sigiw  of  any  for 
several  days.  As  an  evidence  of  the  fact,  there  was  their  ammunition 
and  2  barrels  of  l>eef  intact,  all  of  whicli  was  brought  off  safely. 

As  soon  as  these  facts  were  made  known  to  (Jenera!  drover  he  sent 
a  lieutenant-colonel  to  relieve  the  major  in  command  of  the  troops, 
and  flt  my  request  ordered  thetn  ti>  return  to  Plaquemine,  and  I  suj)- 
pose  they  are,  ere  tins,  again  in  quiet  possession. 

As  there  may  be  other  nuittei-s  in  this  affair  that  require  further 
explanation,  I  have  directe<]  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  to  report 
to  you  in  pcreon  with  as  hltle  delay  as  possible,  and  am,  with  great 
respect, 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Aldrm, 
Commandrr,  U.  S.  Navu, 
Commanding  Naval  forces  at  liaton  fi&i/ge. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Conidg.  West  Cruif  Blockading  Fleet,  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford. 

P.  S. — Since  writinp  the  abovo  tho  Essex  has  returned  from  a 
reconnoissance  at  ana  about  Port  Hudson.  Commander  Caldwell 
reports  that  on  account  of  tlie  haze  and  refraction,  the  observations 
were  rather  tmsatisfactorj"  still  he  saw  en(»u^h  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  works  wore  being  gratluallj'  extended.  Only  ono  steamer  was 
Been  ilk  that  vicinity. 

I  am,  yours,  rcspectfidly, 

J.  A. 


laeood  report  of  X.ieat«iuuit-ComiiiaQder  Boe,  U.  B.  Navy,  eoramanding  (T.  8.  ■.  KaUhdin. 

U.  S.  GriNnoAT  KATAnniN, 
OotKiJdsonviUe,  January  /,,  ISfJ."^. 
Sm:  Yesterday  eveninjj  about  sunset  Major  Bogart,  connuandinc 
tho  post  at  Ptaquiunine,  informed  me  that  liiuit^W  &u'\  q>^<c^\%V'^ 
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concludod  to  evaouato  that  post,  in  consequence  of  tho  advance  upon 
him  of  an  army  under  eoinniund  ol  General  Sibley.  I  ac<'ordiiigly 
took  himself  and  command  on  board  the  /to-swi  and  tliis  vessel  onli 
brought  them  to  tliia  phii**?. 

Abutit  one  hour  aflrr  we  loft  were  overhauled  by  tlie  reinforcement 
of  200  tronps  sent  down  by  General  Grover.  I  dinnaed  them  to  fol- 
\o\v  me  on  down,  but  the  steamer  broke  down,  and  landed  for  the 
night  under  our  protection.  Having  repaired  temporarily  in  the 
ni^ht,  we  eame  here  to-dav.  Captain  Perkins  is  not  yet  heard  from 
with  his  eomniHiid.  tliougfi  Ite  h*^  Plaquemtno  at  the  same  time  we 
did. 

I  regret  profoundly  these  backward  mores  of  our  forces;  but  so  long 

as  the  rail  for  reinfoii-fments  by  ofbrei-s  is  disre^rtrdp<i,3o  long  must 

we  have  distuster.      I  reiujerrd  tlie  cDmmand  of  Major  ISogart  ah  the 

aid  I  could,  nnd  nothing  whieti  }iesu^ested  I  should  ilo.  but  I  fulfilled. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respcctruUy,  your  olwdieiit  servant, 

F.  A.  RoR. 
LimtfijMnt'C'ommander. 

Commander  Ja«ks  Ai.dkx, 

Comthj.  Vmied  States  Nav<U  jorres,  Baion  Hou^e. 


Rsport  of  Gommuidor  AldsB,  M.  S.  Hary,  deploring  the  flight  of  the  Unitod  Butea  forcM 

TI.  S.  S.  RlCJIMOM), 

Baton  Houffr,  January  ft,  186S, 
Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith  a  communication  just  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Hansom.     It  .seems  ti^  conlirm  the  idea 
wliich  is  prevalent  here  that  the  Might  Irom  Plaquemine  was  dii^race- 
ful  in  the  extreme. 

In  regard  to  wlmt  Lieutenant-Commander  i{ansom  says  about  the 
machinerj'  of  his  vessel  (the  Kineo),  T  have  directed  him  to  place  her 
so  he  can  cover  the  tn^ops  at  Plaquemine  with  his  guns,  haul  lirea. 
and  go  on  with  his  repairs,  which,  according  to  our  chief  eDgineer, 
ought  to  be  done  in  twelve  hours. 

With  great  respect.  I  am  your  olwdient  servant, 

Jamea  Ai-drn, 
Oommandfr,  Convmaiidiiig  Nm^l  Forr^n  at  Baf/yn  Rouffe. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragitt, 

Vomdg.  West  Oulf  Bkhlg.  Fleet,  U.  S.  Flagship  lUriftfrd, 


£«port  of  LieQten&at-CommAndor  Rancom,  U.  8.  Xstj,  eommKadiDg  IT.  B.  8.  Klaao. 

U.  S.  GUNDOAT  KiNEO, 

Mississippi  liiver,  Plaquemine,  January  6,  t86S. 

Sir:  I  would  respeclfuUy  report  that  on  the  Ist  instant  this  ve.<wel, 
accompanied  by  the  Itasca,  covereil  at  tliis  place  the  landing  of 
three  companies  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-second  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, under  command  of  Major  Bogart.  Subsetiuently  they  were 
joined  by  a  company  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Tiieuteminl.  Perkins. 

The  next  inoming,  leaving  t&e  Katahdin,  just  airived  from  l?aton 


UKftT  GULP  BT/>CKADINa  SQUADROT^. 


485 


Ro«g<»,  t4>  protect   Major  Bogart's  troops,  I  returned  to  DonaUIson- 
ville. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  4th  instant  the  Kaiahdin  and  Itasca  arrived 
tliere  with  Major  Bogarl.  and  all  of  }iis  command.  The  steamer 
Mormnq  lAaht  lirrivedahout  the  sHnie  time,  having  <>n  hoard  three 
r.ompanii*s  iietallcMl  hy  General  Grover  from  Baton  Rouge,  as  a  rein- 
forcemeut  for  Plaquemine. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Hoe  and  Major  Bogart  reported  that 
after  much  skirnusliing  wit!»  a  lieavy  picket  force  of  rehels,  the  major's 
foree  having  remained  during  umny  hours  of  rainy  weather  in  mud 
betwe<'n  the  leveo  and  river,  protected  only  hv  tlie  ginis  of  the  KaUih- 
il'tn,  und  hiding  threattMied  liy  an  overwhehiiing  force  <if  tlie  enemy, 
they  were  compelled  at  last,  on  the  evening  of  the  'M\  instant,  to 
evacuate  tlie  place,  leaving  behind  25,000  rounds  of  Knfield  rifle 
ammunition. 

So  soon  as  I  had  learned  thai  there  might  yet  remain  a  passi- 
bilitv  of  fuiding  it  in  Plaquemine,  I  proceetied  immediately,  aeconi- 
pame<l  by  the  Itasca,  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  wp  anived  in  good 
time  to  recover  it.     It  had  not  been  disturbed. 

It  Is  reported  authentically  that  a  force  of  more  than  200  guer- 
rillas arrived  a  few  hours  afterwards,  and  with  a  wagon  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rarrving  awav  the  ammunition. 

Having  dispatchetf  the  ftanca  to  Baton  Rouge,  I  hastened  hack 
with  the  ammimition  to  Donaldsonville,  and  aiTange<i  immediately 
with  Colonel  Holcomb  to  send  the  three  companies  detailed  from 
Baton  Rouge  to  reoccupv  the  place.  They  were  landed  here  in  the 
afternoon  yesterday  by  the  steamer  Empire  Parish,  joined  soon  after 
by  Perkins'  cavalry,  and  this  afternoon  they  were  reinf<»rced  by 
four  (uimpanies  brought  down  by  the  Aibfitroait  from  Baton  Rouge. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  sir,  timt  now  we  have  quiet  pusseesion 
of  the  place,  and  without  any  opparent  prospect  of  alarm. 

The  town  seems  quite  i>eac-eal>ly  disposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo*  M.  Hansom, 

Lirutejuint-Of/m  ma  nder, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaoit, 

Commanding  West  G-uIJ  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Xepoit  of  Li«ateaftot-CommaDder  Km,  IT.  8.  Navy,  trsDimittiiig  oopf  of  •xplanatoiy  Utter. 

U.  S.  GtmBOAT  Katattotx, 
New  Orleana,  January  9,  180S. 

Sir:  I  respectfidly  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  Commander  James  Alden,  in  explanation  of  the  matter  of  the 
evacuation  of  Plaquemine  by  Major  Bogart,  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A,  Roe, 
LieutenaTit-Commamltr. 
Idmirol  D.  G.  FAitUAorr, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  S^tadron,  New  Orleans. 
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BxpUnatory  rtport  of  LieDtaDant-Comm&ndaT  Roe,  V.  B.  Vmwf,  commanding  IT.  8.  8. 

KaUhdin, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Katahdix, 
hf  infthftippi  liiver,  January  9,  IS8S. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yourcoinnmnioatton  of  the  Mh  instant,  ami  in 
obedience  thereto  started  immediately  for  New  Orleans.  1  venture  to 
attempt  to  remove  a  misapprehen.sion  which  J  fear  is  in  your  mind. 

The  t'.oncludini;  purui^ruph  of  my  report  wa.s  merely'  an  expres- 
sion of  regret,  and  iilhiiifd  to  the  evils  so  much  romplHmed  of  in  the 
army  on  tlie  Hulijoct  nf  leinforcements.  I  neeiled  none  myself,  and 
I  rt.^Ked  for  none  after  the  lUiacn  joined  me.  I  ex()resse<l  to  Major 
Boj^art  my  confidence  to  meet  tlie  enemy,  oven  were  he  a.s  stronjj  as 
represented.  Before  the  ariiviil  of  i\\v  lUiaca  I  felt  the  necessity 
of  another  punboat  bein^  present,  hut  I  knew  also  as  soon  as  I  should 
be  engaged  that  you  would  send  her  to  jne.  I  needed  notlmig  more, 
and  wished  for  nothing  more. 

When  the  officci's  on  shore  reiterated  many  times  their  firm  jisgur- 
anre  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  army,  1  nad  no  means  of  jiulging 
of  its  correctness;  hut  I  did  not  think  1  would  be  iustified  in  refusing 
the  aid  n.-^ked  for  by  Major  liogart,  as  it  seemed  to  me  every  way 
proper  to  believe  in  his  reports.  Certainly,  1  cotUd  not  know  from 
my  vessel  better  than  he  on  shore  what  there  was  (Mi  shore.  If  I 
could  have  supposed  or  known  by  any  bunum  knowledge  that 
Major  Rogart  was  In  eri-or,  I  might  have  ri'fused  to  bring  him  away. 
I  must  add  that  1  in  no  wi.se  counseled  the  major  to  leave  express]}^ 
stated  that  1  ctiuld  not  advise  him  on  the  subject,  other  than  to  he 
certain  that  his  information  was  correct,  and  then  if  he  must  leave, 
I  woubl  give  Iiim  the  gunboats  to  i\i.)  so. 

Major  Bogart  first  applied  to  me  for  my  boat^s  to  low  his  men  across 
the  river  in  scows.  1  suggested  that  I  coid<l  take  them  4>n  board  easier 
than  to  do  that,  and,  if  be  must  go,  it  would  be  better  for  htm  to  go  to 
Baton  Uouge.     lie  insisted  upon  being  brought  to  DonaldsonviUe. 

As  the  last  boat  came  from  shore,  I  asked  him  if  he  brought  every- 
thing oO".  He  said  that  he  had  left  his  amnmnition.  I  remonstrated 
a»;ainst  it,  offered  my  boats  and  men  to  do  it,  and  at  any  rate  urged 
that  he  should  destroy  it.  He  |M!r.siated  that  he  could  not  bring  it 
off  or  desLroj'  it  either.     That  the  urgency  of  the  case  was  su]>renie. 

If  I  have  done  wrong,  it  may  possihiy  be  in  this  respect;  but  I 
did  not  do  it  willingly.  I  do  not  see  how  I  couhi  give  onlers  to  the 
major  and  force  him  to  do  that  which  he  averred  he  could  not  do. 

ka  to  reinforcements,  I  suggested  my  ftj'm  belief  I  hat  they  would 
be  sent.  Major  Bogart  as  strongly  insisted  that  they  would  not 
come.  As  I  had  not  seen  his  letter  to  General  Grover.  I  could  not 
tell  in  what  terms  ho  had  asked  for  help. 

A.S  I  have  already  received  censure  at  your  hands,  and  may  pos- 
.sibly  receive  censure  from  the  admiral.  I  can  only  say  that  t  trust 
it  niay  be  seen  that  it  was  premature.  My  report  was  written  hur- 
riedly, and  at  a  time  when  1  was  auite  ill. 
as  full  in  details  as  it  should  have  been. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  KoE, 
Lieutenani~i  'om  mander. 

Commander  Jamks  Alpkn. 

Commanding  Natnil  Forces  at  Baton  Rtmge. 


It  may  not  have  been 


WEST  GtTLP   BIXIOKADIMO.   ftQUADRON. 


487 


B«port  of  X^or  Bo^art,  U.  8.  Army,  oomiBBtidmg  detachment  of  Kew  York  volnnt«Bn. 
ilEAIlQrARTERS    UNITEO    STATES    FoUCES, 

Phiquemine,  La.,  Janmtnj  3,  iSGS. 

Sib:  ijy  ainall  cominaud  still  occupy  the  same  position  ill  the 
town  of  Plaq^UPinine.  Last  night  wo  wcro  undt-r  arms  all  night  and 
from  10  untd  diiyllght  in  position  behind  levee  to  resist  conteni- 
ptat<>d  attack  from  enemy.     *     *     * 

At  I  o'clock  this  morning  tlic  enemy  attacked  my  pickets  from 
acTosH  the  Hayou  I'laquomine  in  considerable  force,  but  with  no  eireet. 
I  repHod  and  they  drtnv  back  Into  the  woods.  From  tlie  precision  and 
unity  of  tlieii*  volleys  I  judged  them  to  bo  well-driUed  troops  and  not 
guerriHas.  At  my  request  Captain  Uoe,  of  gunboat  No.  S,  threw 
some  eight  or  nine  sliells  over  the  town  into  the  wooils  wliore  the 
enemy  were  posted,  evi<h'ntly  scftttcring  them,  for  we  heard  no  more 
from  that  jMiint  during  the  niglit.  From  the  falseness  of  a  fuze  one 
shell  from  tlie  gunboat  e.vploJed  (»ver  Company  B,  instantly  killing 
Sergeant  Joseph  A.  Baker,  seriously  woumliiig  Private  C.  Mayer  in 
the  shoulder  and  head,  and  slightly  wounding  Corporal  Kdward  Many 
la  hand. 

At  2  a.  m.  I  sent  cavalr>'  scouts  down  Bayou  Plaqneinine,  who 
returned  by  3  o'clock  and  reported  that  they  saw  the  enemy  across 
the  baj'ou  all  along,  and  that  at  '.\  miles  down  tie  met  their  picket-s, 
who  chased  ilieni  some  niilas. 

At  daybreak  gunboat  No.  7  arrived  from  up  the  river  and  remained 
oir  the  town  to  oioperate  with  Captain  K*)e,  of  guidioat  No.  S.  Dur- 
ing the  morning  contrabands  came  in  from  Fiayou  Jacob,  Bayou 
Grosse  Tote,  and  tirand  Kiver,  all  of  whom  reported  the  enemy's 
force  much  larger  than  they  have  been  heretofore. 

DoNALDSOXVn.LE,  La., 

Januarif  4,  1863. 
In  the  continuing  of  my  report  I  would  say  that  at  !*  o'clwk  yester- 
day morning  Ijcutenttnt  Perkins  sent  out  a  squad  of  cavalry,  with 
orders  to  push  to  liidinu  Village  if  possible.  They  returned  at  4  p.  m. 
with  the  report  that  they  had  gone  within  a  m'ue  of  that  place,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  oreeting  a  fort  there  and  had  a  largo  force  of 
infantry  with  artillery.  Infantry  5,000  strong,  two  Ivatteries  of 
artillery,  and  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  with  General  Sibley  in  com- 
mand. *  *  *  At  I  p.  m.  the  river  boat  Mornir\4f  fA^ht  came  up 
the  river  bound  for  Baton  Rouge.  I  sent  for  reinforcenienti*  to  that 
place.  After  receiving  tlie  information  (jf  the  force  at  Indian  Village, 
and  upon  consulliUion  with  Lieutenant  Perkins,  of  the  cavalry,  I 
decided  it  to  he  necessary, unless  1  was  reinforceil  strongly  by  •'»  p.  m., 
to  evacuate  tlie  town,  my  men  were  in  such  an  exhausted  state,  having 
been  almost  continually  on  the  alert  and  not  having  had  their  accou- 
terments  off  since  entering  the  town.  I  immediately  communicated 
my  decision  to  Captain  I*.  A.  Koe,  who  said  that  he  could  take  us 
aboard  the  two  gunboats  and  either  take  us  up  or  down  the  river.  I 
decided  to  go  down  to  this  pla<:e.  and  from  there,  unless  ordered  by 
Colonel  Holcomb,  return  to  Camp  Parapet. 

All  of  my  small  command,  including  the  wounded  whom  I  sent  olT 
on  the  first  boat,  was  aboard  the  gunboats  by  7  o'clock,  w\(iN4ft  x^'&xi 
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took  our  course  for  DonaldsonviUe,  ninning  slowly  to  cover  the  retrpat 
of  Lioiitonarit  PrrkiriK'  nivulry  l>y  the  river  roiul.  Had  we  Imwu 
attacked  wliile  embarking  it  would liave  resulted  in  the  total  destruc- 
tiun  of  not  only  my  own  men,  but  those  of  the  gunboats  and  of  the 
boaUs  also,  for  1  ronld  not  defend  myself,  nor  could  the  gunboats 
render  mo  any  assiataiu-e  with  their  guns,  for  the  enemy  would  have 
been  behind  a  levee  12  fret  high.  >\e  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  this 
morning  at  S  o'clock,  my  oflirers  and  men  having  Ix^en  treated  in  the 
most  courteous  manner  by  the  gunboat  commanders. 

******* 

Colonel  Ilolcomb,  commanding  at  tliis  place,  did  not  desire  me  to 
remain,  so  I  took  the  first  river  boat  [Soflif  iioh'ntnou)  and  rrlurned  to 
Camp  Parapet,  where  we  arrived  this  evening  at  in  o'clock. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  speak  of  my  orders.  When  I  reported  to  the 
captain  of  the  gunboat,  a«  my  orders  were  to  cooperate  with  the  nuval 
force,  he  said  he  could  give  me  no  advice  in  the  matter,  for  he  knew 
nothing  of  tlie  state  of  affairs  cm  shore. 

I  further  add  as  a  post^script,  the  embarkation  was  the  decision  of  a 
consultation  of  alt  my  oflicers,  fully  approved  l>y  the  commandantii  of 
the  gunboaU. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  II.  Booart, 
Major,  Coninianding  Detachment  lOM  New  i'ork  Volunteers, 

Colonel  IjKW.  BENEnioT, 

Commanding  16 id  New  York  Volunteers. 


Baport  of  Coloaol  Holeomb,  U.  B.  Armjr,  eommuidiDg  LoQuUnft  volitBt««rB. 
HeAUQUAKTKRS    KinST   IX)ri«IANA    VoUNTKKns, 

Dojid/djionvilh,  January/  o,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  Major  Booart,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-second  New  lork  Volunteers,  arrived  hero  yesterday  morning 
with  a  detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-second,  which  had 
been  stationed  at  Plaouemine,  he  having  eva<iiated  the  place  the 
evening  previous.  He  left  for  Now  Orleans  in  the  afternoon  with  his 
command.     *     *     * 

Captain  llausom,  of  the  gunboat,  went  up  to  Plaquemine  yesterday 
afternoon  to  recover  25,000  cartridges  which  Major  Bogart  left 
l>ebind,  which  he  succeeded  in  doing  without  any  trouble. 

The  citizens  reported  to  Captain  Kansom  that  the  enemy  were  not 
in  force  on  the  Grosse  Tete  (which  agrees  with  my  information),  and 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  when  Major  Bngart  supposed  that  ho 
was  attacked,  the  enemy  were  not  nearer  than  \)  miles. 

******* 

Respectfully,  yours, 

II.  E.  Hni,roMB, 
Commanding  First  Louisiana  Vutitnfeers. 

Lieutonant-Colr>nel  Richauu  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Departmeni  oj  the  Gulf. 
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Htpori  of  Hear-Admiral  Farrafpii  .  U .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition 
of  the  Mobile  blockade.. 

No.  3.]  Flagship  Hartpobd, 

Nejn  Orleans,  January  4,  186S. 
Sm:  In  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  vour  letter  of  December  12.  I 
have  to  say  tlmt  the  coninmiid  of  the  \lobi!e  lilockade  is  ulwuys  under 
either  Ooininodores  Bell  or  IliU-hctM'k  or  Captain  ^Fenkins;  thov  have 
ijeiierally  six  nr  seven  vi-tssels  off  therv.  I  tliink  the  force  surtieiont, 
hut  it  is  diflicult  to  know  what  is  suflicient  with  stcanici-s,  for  they  are 
lirrakiiit^  (hiwn  and  wearing  ont  all  the  time.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
Monfijotnery  from  the  blockade  is  a  gi'eat  losa  to  me.  She  is  very  fast 
and  her  commander  very  active.  The  /?.  /?.  CuyUr  is  the  only  vessel 
I  liave  off  there  now  that  conhl  cat^>li  the  Onto,  if  .'^he  is  not  disabled. 
Very  mspectfiilly.  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  KAKRAOrT, 

lienr-AdmiivL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ihr.  Nnpy,  Woahiiiyton,  D.  C. 


Ordfr  of  Hear-Admiral  Farra^t,  U.  S.  N^at^y,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8. 
Navy,  enjoirnny  viyilance  against  attack. 

Private.]  Flaoshii'  ITartforu, 

Off  New  Orleam,  January  6,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  have  received  your  two  dispatches  and  that  of 
Roe.  He  says  t}»at  the  army  have  abandoned  rhi(|iietntne  in  con- 
sequence of  not  having  a  suilioient  foix*e  to  maintain  their  position, 
an*I  he  tias  fears  fur  f)onalds4)nville.  So  you  huiJ  better  keep  one  or 
twu  additional  boats  ^oin^^  up  and  downl>etween  Baton  Uoiif^e  and 
Donaldsonville.  I  am  grieved  to  see  this  "nightmare"  that  appears 
to  seize  on  our  ofhcei-s.  All  our  disaster  at  Galveston  has  been  caused 
b^'  it.  Poor  Itenshaw,  who  has  paid  the  forfeit  ol  his  life,  was  a  mar- 
tyr to  it.  lie  had  become  so  nervous  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
tu  blow  up  Ills  vessel  rather  than  have  Iwr  taken,  and  did  not  look  to 
see  that  hv  was  destroying  hiinseJt  by  the  ad.  I  can  not  talk  about 
itf  as  the  Department  puts  a  gag  law  upon  officers  against  prejudging 
cases  of  this  kind,  but  the  moral  eflfect  must  be  most  terrible  if  wo 
don't  retake  it  again.  I  have  sent  C\jramodore  Bell  down  with  five 
H  or  six  gunIioat,s,  and  I  hope  they  will  retake  the  Harriet  Lane.  All 
"  we  know  about  her  is  that  she  was  taken  by  two  of  iUeao  river  boats, 
with  cotton  bales  to  protect  their  men.  They  run  alongside  ana 
p<)nred  in  a  vtdley  ol  musketry  (they  had  no  artillerj')  and  drove  tlio 
men  from  their  guns  and  killed  or  woundetl  twt>-thirds  of  the  crow. 
Wainwriglit  and  l-*a  were  both  killed  in  tho  early  part  of  the  action; 
it  was  so  stated  by  an  ofhcer  that  came  with  the  flag  of  truce.  No 
one  went  to  the  hiiie's  assistance,  and  in  fact  does  not  appear  to  know 
that  she  required  any.  They  were  fighting  all  along  tne  line  for  2 
miles,  hut  Kenshaw  got  on  in  the  IVf«//rV/rf  nearly  3  miU^s  from  tho 
Lave  and  scaled  for  assistance,  and  Law  went  to  him  and  tried  to 
liani  him  off,  but  could  not.  Still  he  was  in  no  danger;  he  had  not 
been  tired  at,  would  not  be,  and  had  the  Clifton,  Ouxisco,  and  iiac/iem 
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to  Hcfpnd  him.  Why  ho  destroyed  his  vpssri  no  one  can  tell.  He 
iiTnl  oi'flortvl  Law  to  return  atid  eolloct  the  veRneU  and  run  out.  of  the 
hay,  which  there  was  not  the  least  eausc  for,  to  nij'  understandmj;; 
hut  on  the  contrary  tlioy  fihoidd  have  pone  up  and  taken  the  Ilarritt 
Lnnt.  Bui  altluMit^h  Law  sees  it  now,  he  says  he  only  looked  tipnii 
it  as  an  order  of  his  superior  to  he  oheyed.  and  then  tliey  all  cleared 
out  and  loft  the  station  ttn<l  came  up  Iiere  instead  of  ijuanlin^  iho 
port  until  assistance  could  he  sent.  If  the  fjinf  gets  out,  she  will  ho 
OS  had  as  the  Alabama.  Therf  were  no  sailor  otticera  in  the  atfair 
that  lean  hear  of.  The  expedition  was  com  nmndcd  hy  General  Mafjni- 
drr.  They  had  a  lar^je  land  force  that  attacked  hy  land  an<l  water 
hI  l.lie  same  time.  They  ca|itured  the  Imiu-  and  two  coal  vessels  with 
ahont  •^00  tons  of  coal,  hut  I  hope  to  ^ot  tlieni  all  l]ack,  unless  they 
hurn  llicm. 

There  appears  to  he  a  vein  of  ill-Uit^k  upon  us,  so  look  out  for  it. 
They  will  now  he  eraholdened  i>v  tlieir  succe^  and  try  it  again.  I 
expect  Buchanan  to  try  it  at  Mobile  next,  and  they  have  ofdered  tho 
Moutgomery  home.  Hunter  suspended,  to  p:ratify  the  Spanish  (Juverri- 
nu'ut;  so  look  out  »ipon  the  river  for  surprises.  It  tlie^'  need  force 
at  Donaldsonville,  let  them  Irnvf  two  piHihoat,s.  hut  keep  them  fjoinjj 
up  anil  down  every  day  to  keep  you  posted,  and  look  at  Port-  IludMin 
occavsionally.  iSo  Keep  yourself  well  posted  ahove  and  helow.  1  have 
eveiT  r<»nfidence  that  you  will  do  your  work  well  in  the  hour  of  need, 
but  1  feci  that  they  will  endeavor  to  follow  up  their  late  successes. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  FAKiiAHirr. 

Captain  Jamk.s  Ai.okn. 

P.  S. — Kenshaw  appears  l^i  have  heen  killed  hy  a  premature  explo- 
sion; also  ills  lieutenant,  Zimmerman,  and  ciuef  eugmeer. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Broohlifiij 
ivganUiig  Uie  impaired  condition  oj  thai  vesad. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sijoop  Bkooklvn, 
Off  Piht  Town,  January  /J,  1S03  -10  o'clock  a,  m, 

Sm:  Wlien  couiinj;  down  the  river  yestei-day  tho  port  boiler  of  this 
ship  spnmg  so  had  a  leak  that  I  was  obliged  to  haul  the  Jtroa  on  that 
side  and  <'nme  down  under  one  holier.  The  leak  has  been  stopped 
since  by  patclung.  and  I  shall  prtxoed  to  sea  about  I  p.  m.  ti>-clay, 
when  tfiere  will  he  water  (in  the  har.  These  boilers  are  so  far  gonw 
that  I  never  jjet  up  steam  now  withotit  a  ii(*w  leak  breaking  out. 
The  enj^ineei-s  aiv  continually  patching  thorn. 

I  presume  the  i^ciofa  has  given  out,  oh  I  pa.ssed  her  yeaterd&y, 
although  I  h&(\  the  use  of  only  one  boiler. 

Tlie  Ou^asco  and  Sarh^m  came  in  last  night. 

I  am  filling  provLsiona  for  three  nionttis  from  tho  Kentflngton. 

I  lett  without  boiler  iron,  and  am  ver^'  much  in  need  ol  it.  Mr. 
Kimball,  engineer  tpf  the  llartjonl,  knows  the  quality  rcquirtHl  and 
where  it  was  bespoken  by  Mr.  Brooks.  I  beg  you  will  liave  some 
forwarded. 
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When  a  coal  vessel  is  sont  down  the  coast,  ploase  order  her  to  take 
on  board  a  quanlily  of  kindling  wood  for  iis. 

Very  rcapoctfulJy,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

II.  H.  Bell, 

(,'ommiidore. 
Rpar-Adniiral  D.  G.  Farra<jut, 

Cmndg.  Western  (hi{]  Bhckdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


P.  S.— ^Thp  Scinta  has  arriv 
her  inachintrry  la^t.  nighl. 


ed  iu  good  condition,  having  adjusted 


Communication  under  flag  oj  truce  unth  Conf&lerate  vtBsei  off  MotnUf 

January  S,  IUGS. 

Xayort  of  Commodors  Hltcboook,  V.  B.  5avy. 


L 

^^H  U.  S.  S.  SlT.sgCElTANNA, 

^^r  Off  SfofiiU,  Jammry  o,  ISO.i—S  p.  m. 

My  Dkah  Admiral:  The  Kn^Iisb  sU-aim-r  IVsuwrw  arrived  licre  on 

I  .Saturday.  Maiiuary  ■*}].  Captain  CVoke  came  on  board  and  stated 
that  hi'  wislii'd  to  coniniunicaU^  with  their  <'onsul.  Y'e.slt-rday  tliey 
sent  a  boat  in  over  tlie  liar,  which  was  met  by  a  boal  Iroin  Korl  Mor- 
gan, and  an  arrangement  made  for  tlic  consul  t(i  rtuno  oiX. 
To-day  the  CrfSCftU  came  uut  witli  a  (bi^  »•!  truce.  We  boisU-d  a 
wliitc  iiug  at  thp  fore.  They  came  alongside  of  us.  saying  that  the 
Knglisli  consul  was  on  l)oard  and  wished  to  t-oiniiiunicale  wiih  the 
Knglish  ship,  to  which  I  replied.  "Certainly.  "  At  '.i  p.  m.  the3'  went 
on  board  the  Vesumutif  wlueh  was  some  .100  yards  west  of  us.  Half 
an  h(»ur  before  sundown  one  of  their  steamers  (suppo.**cd  to  be  the 
Morgan)  canio  out.  At  first  I  thought  she  was  on  the  lookout  lor 
the  Crtsceut,  but  the  Crt'svi'nt  pasistnl  her  off  the  iight-houae  on  Sand 
II  Island,  with  the  Hag  of  truce  at  ill  flying.     I  then  order<>d  the  Cuylery 

Kf.nnthn 
ing  thi 
time 

yon  nmkeol  tbi'-r'     I  replied,  "Let  her  come  on"  (she  was  standing 

directly  for  us).     At  SOU  yards  I  will  give  her  our  broadside."     Ho 

saiil,  '*  I  will  leave,"  and  Jid  so.     When  about  500  yards  from  us,  I 

gave  Ibe  order  "Stand  by."     Mr.  Freeman,  the  pilot,  said  to  me,  "I 

think  I  .see  a  flag  at  her  fore."     True  enough,  it  was  a  very  small 

while  Hag.     She  came  within  hail.     Twice  thnj-  endeavoreil  to  make 

^        us  hear  something,  but  not  suceceding,  asked  if  thev  should  send  a 

I        boat.     1  replied  ves.     A  voung  officer  eame  alongside  and  .said  that 

H        their  admiral  had  directcil  thera  to  take  the  English  consul  on  board 

I        the  Vesuvius,  but  as  iheCrfsceni  had  taken  him  otT,  they  thought  it 

I       but  ritjlit  that  they  should  come  oil  to  us  and  say  so,  to  whieh  I 

H       renUed,  "It  was  unnecessary';  but  please  say  to  your  commandex, 

I       if  ne  approaches  us  again  with  a  flag  of  truce,  a  Uirger  one  may  pre- 

H       vent  the  unpleasant  occurrence  of  our  firing  upon  a  vr-ssel  with  a  wnitfl 

I       flag."     He  said,  ''We  did  not  sec  you  noist  a  Hag."     "That."  I 

I        rephed.  "should  have  prevented  V"ur  approaching  us."     We  hoisted 

I        a  while  Hag  when  we  discovered  liis;  ibis  was  just  at  sundown.     As 

■       soon  as  his   boat  rettnned  he  tan  back  to  Fort  Morgan. 


IU,  wiin  me  nag  or  iruce  aiui  nying.  i  men  oraer<>a  me  t  uyiery 
ithfc,  PttcalmnUi^,  and  Pinola  \mderway,  slipped  om*  chain,  dire4:L- 
he  ('uyhr  to  place  herself  inslHire  of  [lie  ii'bel  steamer.  At  tliis 
the  blngii.sh  cajjtain  was  on  board  of  us.     lie  said,  "What  do 
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I  am  truly  thankful  that  I  did  not  firo.     Nothing  but  the  pilot 
saved  nn'  Iroin  it. 

In  haste,  very  n^jwctfiUiy  and  truly,  yours, 

K.  B.  Hitchcock, 

ComTfiodorr.. 
Rear-AdmiraJ  D.  (5.  Karragut, 

Coinvtanding  West  OulJ  Blockading  Squadron. 


Keport  of  Bear-Admiral  Pamgot,  V.  B.  Hav;. 

No  25.]  Flagsuip  Hartford, 

New  OrUans,  January  83, 1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  of  an  occurrence  which  took 
place  <tri  the  .Stii  instant  all  Mobile,  which  1  have  ncgle<;ted  until 
this  moment,  BUpposin^  it  to  he  of  but  httte  consequence,  and  a 
mere  piece  of  iniperlincnce  on  the  part,  of  Admiral  Iluctianan. 

H.  B.  M.  S  Vesuriu-s  having  gone  off  Mobile  to  communicate  with 
the  British  consul  at  that  place,  on  the  5th  instant  he  came  off  in  a 
small  steamer  called  the  Crescent.  When  the  Crescent,  returning,  had 
rem^hed  the  hght-house,  the  Morgan  met  her  couxing  out,  and  Com- 
modore Hitchcock  eot  his  vessels  underway.  The  Morgan  came 
slowly  out,  and  finally  passed  within  hail  of  the  Swiquehanjui.  The 
Knghsh  commander,  wlio  was  on  lwai"d  the  Sysqufhnnna ,  asked 
Commodore  Hitchcock  what  he  proposed  doing.  He  replied,  "fire 
into  him,"  and  the  Englishman  returned  to  his  own  vessel.  Just  at 
this  instant,  however,  a  small  while  flag  was  discovered  to  be  flying 
at  the  Monjaii's  fore,  cvidenth*  a  handkerchief;  he  hailed,  but  could 
not  make  fiimself  understood;  he  then  said  he  would  send  a  boat, 
which  he  did. 

When  Commodore  Hitchcock  enquired  of  the  officer  what  they 
were  doing  out  so  far,  he  rcphed  that  they  had  come  out  lo  convoy 
the  CrfHceni,  which  vessel  was  already  nearly  in  the  harbor.  Com- 
motiore  Hitchcock  then  told  him  to  get  immetliately  from  under 
his  guns,  or  he  would  fire  Into  hirn,  and  the  Morgan  steamed  back 
to  Fort  Morgan. 

Now,  sir,  mark  the  following  e.vtract  from  a  deposition  taken 
before  Colonel  fjolm  S.]  Clark,  provost-marshal-gcneral  of  Uds 
Department: 

PrftHidpnt  DnvU  bnd  iruinv  impnrtanl  p«nKinagn«  camp  aigli  Uniig  rapturrd  on  Nov 
Years.  Wore  on  u  trip  viailinjt  lb-  foriiliralioiw  aoH  Forti*  Ntorpanaiidthiini's;  mjichinery 
of  fitninier  heninitn^  hiinpomriiy  disHlilcfl.  t*\\t>  driftfil  out  U\  a^a.,  nntl  wilhiii  hiiiliiig  di«- 
t«nn<  of  the  hlorkanin^  .tqiiailmn.  Ynu  may  rpnienibi'r  ln'uring  an  mvount  of  a  stmngo 
cH'ourreucc  of  a  sttramer  about  that  timo. 

Thus  it  will  be  .seen  tliat,  if  this  report  be  true.  Ctunniodore  Hitch- 
cock had  JefTerson  Davis  and  his  suite  witlnn  his  gi'asp,  and  was 
deprived  of  his  prixe  by  a  scnipulous  re-gard  for  the  saci-ed  respect 
due  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  one  side  and  By  the  prostitution  of  it  on 
the  other  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 
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P.  S.—^ammry  34,  iS^S:  From  rw^nt  iiiforiimtion,  I  luive  every 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  deposition  made  befoix;  Colonel 
Clark. 

D.  G.  F. 

Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  BeU^ 

U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  vessels  to  he  sent  for  the  retaJcing  of  Gat- 

veMon. 

Flagship  tUnTFoun, 
Off  New  Orleans,  Janvary  6.  iS63. 

Dear  Coilmopobe:  I  send  you  the  folliiwine  vessels  for  the  piu^ 
pose  of  retaking  Galveston,  viz:  The  Hatteras,  New  London,  Eslrdla, 
and  so  soou  as  I  can  possibly  gei  them  ofl,  the  Clifton  and  Omim-o. 
The  JSachem  lost  one  of  her  nropellei-s,  and  it  will  take  lier  too  long 
to  get  ready  for  you,  hut  I  tnink  vuu  will  have  enough  without  her; 
but  1  wish  you  to  have  these  hgnt-draft  vessels  to  chase  the  river 
boats.     It  turns  out  that  the  enemy  was  defeated. 

The  Harrie  Lan*  sunk  one  boat  and  disabled  the  other.  They 
had  no  guns,  but  killed  the  men  on  the  derks  (jf  the  Lant  from  behind 
the  cotton  hales.  Even  after  the  one  vessel  was  sunk,  us  tlu'  water 
was  shoal,  she  did  not  sink  more  than  h  or  6  feet,  and  if  nne  of  the 
gunboals,  Oicasco  or  Clifton,  had  gone  to  the  assistance  of  the  Lane, 
their  capture  would  have  been  secure,  but  the  enemy  knowing  that 
they  were  whipped,  hoisted  the  flag  of  truce  and  made  the  propo- 
sition for  them  to  leave  the  harbor,  as  thev  were  ulM>ut  to  commence 
a  series  of  attacks,  and  our  ollicer,  instead  of  sending  him  out  of  the 
[way]»  and  going  ahead  with  the  fight,  accepted  the  terms  and  left 
the  port  and  the  Lane  to  her  fate.  I  trust  in  you  to  retake  it  and 
the  Lnnr;  they  can  not  get  her  100  yards  liigher  up  than  where  .she 
was  taken. 

May  God  grant  you  success  for  your  own  sake  and  the  honor  of 
the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farhaout, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  Qvlf  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Coast  of  Texas. 


Beforf.  of  Rear-Admiral  Farttjgui,  V.  S.  Na^*y,  relative  io  the  supply- 
ing of  circulars  to  commanding  officers  reyarding  blockade  j-unners. 

No.  5.]  Flagship  Uartfohd, 

New  Orleans,  Janiuxry  0,  18GS. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  December  12,  with  enclosures,  has 
been  i*eceived.  I  have  noted  the  remarks  in  reference  to  supplying 
vessels  with  circulars,  and,  although  I  will  have  the  printing  press 

Fiut  up  on  board  the  llagshin  Colorado,  and  such  notices  given  in 
uture,  I  have  never  cnnceivea  them  necessary,  beyond  the  command- 
ing ofHcer,  who  could  judge  of  the  antecedents  of  captured  vessels 
by  them,  hut  all  vessels  must  be  capl\ired  or  strictly  extimined,  and 
their  descriptions,  I  conceive,  could  aid  tlie  blockading  oflicei-s  but 
Lttle. 
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I  will  have  my  staff  duly  installed  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Colorado, 
in  aocordance  with  your  dirwtioiiii. 

Very  respt'ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAorr, 

Hear- Admiral, 
Hon.  GiPEUN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hin<jton,  I).  C, 


Reoort  of  Brigadier-General  Weiizei,  U.  S.  Army,  protesting  agairutt 
the  removal  of  nav>al  force  front  Bermch  Boy  and  Lake  Pontehartrain. 

Heaiiqiaktkks  Hesekve  Brigaob, 
Camp  Stevens,  7iear  Thihwitaux,  La.,  January  (i,  1863. 

General:  When  the  exjiedition  under  my  command  which  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  tliw  district  was  first  conteniphited,  1  suc- 
ge«ted  to  General  Butler  the  idea  of  employing  some  of  the  funds 
which  were  in  lii-s  possession  to  construct  soine  h^litnlnift^  ^mboaU 
to  cooj>erate  with  me  by  the  way  of  Benvirk  Bay.  The  sujijiestion 
WHS  adopted,  and  these  oonts  (four  in  number).  conitnandeiJ  by  naval 
oflieers,  only  failed  in  consequence  of  a  strong  northwester  to  hem  in 
the  rebel  forces,  and  the  capture  of  the  entire  force  of  the  latter  was 
tlius  prevented.  The  rebela  crossed  Berwick  Bay,  and  their  gunboat 
(the  Cotton)  escaped  into  tiie  Tecbe.  and  she  has  since  lain  securely 
above  an  obstnjction  phiced  in  the  Techi;  below  her. 

As  our  force  was  so  small  in  the  department  at  l\w  time,  and  I 
could  not  get  sufficient  force  to  secure  my  lines  of  communication 
with  New  Orleans,  General  Butler  woidd  not  t)rder  me  to  cross  Ber- 
wick Bay.  There  was  nothing?  to  be  pilned  either  by  such  un  opera- 
tion except  by  eoverinc;  the  punboats  in  removing  these  olistrnetions 
to  secure  the  rebel  gunooat  ('otinu,  as  the  rel)el  land  fotves  bad  a  clear 
and  open  line  of  retreat  and  nii»viHl  faster  than  we  couhl. 

Since  my  occupation  these  four  pjnbonts  have  h(M>n  kept,  as  at  first 
intended,  m  Berwick  Bay.  and  have  rendered  eflicient  service  in  clear- 
ing the  bay  and  the  higlUy  important  adjacent  watera  of  rebel  craft, 
and  have  securely  and  etfectually  protected  my  left  ilank. 

All  the  suf^estiona  and  opinions  1  have  made  to  you  with  reference 
to  the  position  and  slrengtli  of  the  foires  which  would  be  necessary 
to  hold  this  district  were  based  upon  the  supposition  that  these  gim- 
boats  would  be  kept  in  the  waters  where  tliey  now  are,  To-day  I 
hear  from  Lieutcnant-C'ommander  T.  McK.  Buclianan.  who  commands 
the  whole  gunboat  fleet,  that  one  of  them,  the  EstrtHa,  has  been 
ordered  to  Galveston;  that  bis  own  vessel,  the  Calhoun,  yn\\  in  about 
a  month  be  compelled  to  ra  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs,  wliich  will 
require  six  weeks  to  complete,  and  that  he  htus  disc;retionarv  orders 
Uy  send  another  of  these  noa(,s  t^_>  the  sound  and  Lake  Ponlcbartrain 
to  replace  the  New  London,  which  hius  betm  ordered  to  Galveston. 

The  admiral  has  this  power  to  order  these  vessels  because  your 
chief  quartermaster  has  turned  thera  over  to  the  Navv 

Now,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  Inform  vou  that  if  tlie  Navy,  by 
means  of  these  gunboats,  does  not  keep  undisputed  possession  of  Ber- 
wick Bay  and  the  adjacent  waters,  the  fon.e  here  will  liavc  to  bo 
greater  than  I  represente<i  to  you;  that  these  watei-s  are  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  rebels;  that  by  gaining  possession  of  these 
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waters  by  means  of  the  numerous  li^ht-draft  boats  now  hidden  in 
the  adjaeont  bayous  and  strcains  they  cnuld  make  frequent  raids, 
which  no  force  of  ours  on  land  could  prevent;  tlmt  they  oould  run 
the  blockade,  as  they  freouently  did  before  we  occupied  it;  thai  by 
holding  these  watei-s  we  tbiealen  ronlituially  their  hne  of  communi- 
cation from  Port  Hudson  westward  to  Ojwfousas  and  Texas. 

I  therefore  most  respectfully  ask  you  to  lay  these  facts  before  the 
admiral  and  protest  against  the  removal  of  so  much  naval  force  from 
these  waters  that  it  might  hazard  our  supremacy  over  tliem.    *    *    * 

The  information  that  the  Nnv  London  is  to  be  removed  from  Lake 
Pontchartrain  ami  the  sound  compels  nie  als<.>  to  give  you  some  infor- 
mation on  the  system  of  defense  and  security  of  New  Orleans,  which 
I  suggested  on  your  arrival  in  the  city  to  General  Butler  and  which 
has  ever  since  been  followed.  It  is  as  follows,  viz:  The  land  forces 
to  occupy  the  four  forts — Forts  Jackson,  Saint  Phil  p.  Pike,  and 
Macomb;  a  small  force  in  the  citv  to  preserve  order;  a  sulTicienl  force 
behind  the  Hnes  CarroUlon  (at  Camp  Parapet),  or  within  easy  reach 
by  transports  of  those  lines,  to  make  them  perfectlv  secure;  the  Navy 
to  retain  control  of  the  river  and  thus  secure  the  leh  flank  of  our  lines. 
They  have  kept  the  Portj<motitft  continually  on  tlie  left  of  our  hnes. 
In  addition,  tJie  Navj'  to  keep  control  of  Lake  Pontchartrain  and 
the  sound,  and  thus  protect  our  right  Mank,  prevent  contraband  trade, 
and  prevent  raids  by  the  enemy  in  boats  or  light-draft  steamers  from 
the  opposite  shore. 

The  iXew  London  has  been  kept  continually  on  this  duty  and  has 
effectually  j)erfornied  it.  If  she  be  now  removed  and  no  other  boat 
ordered  to  replace  her,  it  would  subject  our  whole  long  flank  to  the 
dangers  mentioned.  I  ctuisider  it,  therefore,  my  duty  to  call  the 
admiral's  attentitm,  through  you,  to  this  fact,  which  1  fear  he  has 
lost  sight  of. 

New  Orleans  is  too  valuable  a  prize  to  be  risked  in  any  way.  This 
disposition,  which  has  thus  far  held  it,  requires  a  force  not  large  for 
the  service  it  performs,  has  given  us  a  secure  base,  and  thus  enabled 
us  always  (.o  employ  our  remaining  land  and  naval  forces  for  other 
operations  without  fear  of  losing  our  base  and  depots. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel. 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  VolunUers, 

Hajor-Oeneral  N.  P.  Banks, 

C<ymmandin^  Department  of  the  Gnlj,  Neio  Orleans, 


Report  of  the  eommanduni  of  Pewtacola  rtavy  yard,  reqnestiixg  instruc- 
tions in  view  of  requests  from  cUizens  compelled  to  abandon  their 
homes. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
Pensacohi.  Fla.,  January  6,  I86S. 

Sir:  Several  applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  persons  for- 
merly residing  in  the  villages  of  Warrington  and  Woolsej',  near  this 
yard,  for  permission  to  return  to  tlieir  former  residences.  They  all 
represent  that  they  are  lessees  or  tenants  of  lessees  of  the  Navy 
Department  of  lots'in  those  villages  on  which  they  have  built  b.cwu»»&% 
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that  they  were  and  are  loyal  citizens,  and  were  compelled  by  the 
rrlx'ls  to  aliaiKloii  their  homes,  leaving  their  houses  and  personal 
effect**  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  anyone  who  chose  to  plunder;  that 
they  were  plundered  and  their  houses  much  injured.  They  wish 
now  to  return. 

I  deaire  instructions  from  the  Department  as  to  the  course  I  shall 
pursue  in  the  matter.  May  they  be  permitted  to  return ;  and  if  so, 
on  what  renditions?  Should  one  of  Ine  conditions  be  the  taking  an 
oath  of  allegiance?     I  bog  leave  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  judi- 


cial officer  here  to  administer  oaths. 
l>e  authorize<i  to  perform  the  service? 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Naty. 


Could  not  some  person  here 


W.  Smith, 

Commandant,  Navy  Yard. 


Capture  oj  the  British  steamer  Antona,  Jaiittary  6,  i86S, 

B«port  of  Bear-Admiral  TarrafTBt,  U,  I.  lavy,  traanoittlng  import. 

No,  U.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  January  14,  tS63. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  English 
steamer  Antona,  direct  from  England,  via  Havana,  oy  the  U.  S.  gun- 
boat Pocahontas. 

The  Aniona  had  on  board  at  time  of  capture  a  valuable  cargo  of 
munitions  of  war.  She  was  first  discovered  by  the  blockading  force 
off  Mobile,  but  was  captured  by  the  Pocahontas  ahoui  30  miles  S.  S.  E. 
of  Cape  San  Bias.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander rW.  M.l  Gamble's  report. 

The  puot  of  the  Antona — an  old  resident  and  pilot  of  Mobile — in- 
formed me  that  the  Cuba  (the  only  remaining  one  of  the  Mobile  and 
Havana  steamers)  sailed  some  twenty  days  before  the  Antona  from 
Havana  and  is  given  up  as  lost.  1  therefore  think  that  we  have 
broken  up  the  Mobile  trade  entirely  as  far  as  steamers  are  concerned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraodt, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (A<  Nai'y. 


Xtynt  of  LUaUnaiit-Oommandcr  Qambl*.  V.  8.  Vtfj,  oommandlng  U.  8.  8.  PooalioDUi. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Mobile,  January  8,  ISGS. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  I  got 
my  ship  underway  from  her  anchorage,  to  the  eastward  of  Mobile 
Bar;  ran  S.  E.  about  5  miles  to  intercept  a  strange  sail;  after  doing 
which,  and  while  on  my  return,  a  st^»amer  was  reported  close  to  the 
beach,  steering  to  the  westward;  she  bore  from  me  about  E.  N.  E., 
and  was  at  the  time  off  what  is  called  the  Pine  Tree,  about  9  miles 
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'  east  of  Fort  Morgan,  I  immediately  steered  a  course  to  intercept  her 
before  she  couUl  get  within  range  of  the  giins  uf  the  fort,  \\hen  I 
was  discovered  by  tlie  steamer,  she  changed  her  course,  heading 
directly  for  the  shore.  I  expectetl  the  intention  was  to  beaeh  her.  I 
then  steered  directly  for  her,  but  vorj'  soon  her  course  was  o^ain 
changed  to  about  E.l>yS.  orE.  S.  E.;  this  was  about  10  a.  m..  ana  the 
chase  fairly  commenced,  the  two  vessels  distant  from  each  other 
about  44  or  *)  miles;  the  wind  was  moderate  from  the  northward.  1 
.made  all  sail  and  commenced  to  gain  slowly.  The  strange  steamer 
^Bent  aloft  her  fore-topmast,  crossed  topsail  and  lower  jards.  bent  and 
set  the  sails, hoisted  tlie  jib, and  set  main  topsail  and  snaiiker;  by  this 
time  I  had  gained  about  a  mile.  1  fired  a  shot  towara  her,  when  she 
hoisted  English  colors,  which  she  kept  flying  untU  sunset,  at  which 
time  the  wmd  freshened;  at  9,  was  blowfng  a  ver>'  fresh  breeze  and 
increasing.  I  was  gaining  rapidly;  had  been,  and  continued  to  fire  at 
her  occasionally  from  my  rifle  gun.  At  1 1  p.  m.  I  was  within  half  a 
mile;  fired  two  shot  in  quif'k  succession,  when  she  lot  fly  her  topsail 
sheets,  fore  tack  and  sheet,  and  stopped  her  engine.  1  ran  close  up 
under  her  lee,  hailed,  and  ordered  the  captain  to  neave  to  near  me  for 
the  night,  as  I  deemed  it  imprudent  lo  attempt  to  board  her  in  so 
heavy  a  sea.  At  S  a.  m.  the  next  morning,  the  7th  instant.  I  sent 
Acting  Master  Edward  Baker  on  board  and  with  him  4  seamen,  3 
marines.  I  engineer,  with  6  firemen  and  coal  heav^ers.  My  orders  to 
Mr.  Baker  were  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel  and  to  follow  my  motions, 
keeping  within  close  range  of  my  guns.  The  captain  of  the  Antona, 
his  first  and  second  officers,  and  a  Mobile  pilot,  who  was  on  board,  I 
transferred  to  mj'  ship  until  I  could  report  to  you  on  my  return  off 
MohiU*. 

The  position  of  the  shin  when  I  boarded  the  prize,  I  should  judge  to 
be  ab6ut  M)  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Cape  8an  Bias.  The  Antona  w*is  from 
Havana,  bound  to  Mobile,  with  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  and 
merchandise. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Gamble, 

Commanding, 
Commodore  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  off  MohiU,  Ala. 


BflpoTt  of  Commodore  Kit«beock,  D.  t.  Kavy,  oommaadiag  divltion  of  Weat  Onlf  Sqnadna. 

U.  S.  S.  Sr.SQXTEnANNA, 

Oif  Mobile,  January  i>\  1863. 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  0th  instant  the  Pocahontas  held  the 
eastern  station  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile.  R.  R.  Cuyler  next  to  the 
Pf>c(ihonttis,  S.  W.  of  her.  Between  7  ana  8  a.  m.  the  Cuyler  made 
signal  of  a  steamer  to  the  eastward.  Ordered  the  Pocahontas  to 
chase;  the  vessels  on  the  wings  of  the  blockade  have  ordei-s  to  chase 
at  discretion.  Captain  Gamble  informs  me  he  did  not  see  any  signal, 
but  chased  under  general  orders,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  6tli  instant 
captured  the  EnglLsh  steamer  Antona,  last  from  Havana,  which  port 
she  loft  on  January  1,  with  Josenh  Green,  a  Mobile  pilot,  on  board.  A 
portion  of  her  cai^o  is  gunpowder,  small  arms,  teas,  and  brandy. 
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Tlio  papers  of  the  Antona  show  that  she  cleared  from  Liverpool  for 
Havana  and  NiLsjsati,  aiui  tliat  nhe  came  from  Si.  Thomas  to  Havana. 

The  Atitnrui  i.s  an  inni  .screw,  about  246  tons,  a  draft  <»f  \'\  foot,  and 
a  speed  nf  some  S  knot.s.     Her  crew  con.sistrd  of  22  persons. 

I  have  put  on  board  of  the  Anfona  a  jpri/^i  crew,  con.^isling  of  the 
follciwing  persons,  and  urderetl  her  to  Philadelphia,  stopping  nt  Pensa- 
cola  for  coals,  provisiona,  and  men.  Edward  Baker,  actmg  master 
and  prize  master:  William  I>.  Adair,  acting  second  atutistant  engineer, 
in  chaise;  Nelson  Rfiss,  third  assistant  engineer;  tlohn  Barrigan.  ordi- 
nary seaman;  Francis  8tudley,  coxswam;  Kichard  Cooncv,  coal 
heaver;  John  S.  Frazier,  marine;  Edward  Bon.*iuI,  Kcaman;  Wiiliam 
Williams,  landsman ;  H.  L.  W.  Sidiilllin,  coal  heaver;  William  Gaskins, 
second-elass  fireman;  William  O'Noil,  lirsl'-class  boy;  litaac  M.  King, 
first-cliu*is  boy;  Edward  Mrfirann,  tohI  heaver;  Hichard  Bnnin,  sea- 
man; John  Dixon,  seaman;  Frank  MeDouough,  eoal  heaver;  Henry 
Costn"ove.  coal  heaver;  William  H.  Bums,  paymaster's  steward,  dis- 
charged from  v.  S.  S.  Pinoia. 

Will  yon  p!ea.so  inform  me  what  is  your  decision  in  relation  to  a 
vessel,  1)V  order,  chasing  and  capturing  out  of  sight  of  the  other 
vessels  of  the  blockade,  as  to  joint  capture? 

The  following;  iiersons  are  sent  in  liiv  prize  a.**  witnesses:  George 
Grindle,  master;  William  Cuniming,  (irst  officer;  John  Patterson,  car- 
penter: Horace  Pontil.  apprentice. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Henry  Cosgrove  and  William  Gaskins 
may  be  retui'ned  to  the  li.  li.  Cuyler. 

•  Very  respcctfuJly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  Hitchcock, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  THviMon  West  (rulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashxTigton. 


Beporl  of  Bcftr-Adaur&l  Furmgnl,  U.  B.  V^^y,  r«K>rdlng  adjadicwttDQ  of  Uie  prias. 

No.  34-1  Flaoship  HARTPoan, 

New  OrJrnm,  January  SO,  186^. 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  that  the  prize  steamer  Ani^na,  captured  off 
Mobile  by  the  Pocahonias,  sprang  a  leak  and  bad  to  be  towed  back 
into  Pensacola.  from  whence  I  ordered  her  here,  for  adjudication,  for 
various  reasons,  viz:  1st,  that  she  was  nut,  in  my  opinion,  safe  to  go 
North;  2d,  that  her  cargo  was  much  needed  here. 

On  her  arrival  at  this  port,  the  prize  niajnt^r  reported  hia  vessel  to 
be  in  u  leaky  condition,  etc.;  tvv4>  vessels  have  run  into  her  since, 
knocked  her  bowsprit  out.  and  done  other  damage,  for  which  I  have 
taken  means  t-o  punish  the  pilots,  believing,  as  I  uo,  that  it  was  inten- 
tional on  their  part. 

T  now  6nd  that  Judge  [Charles  A.]  Peabodv  is  in  doubt  as  to  his 

t'urisdiction  in  prize  cases,  and  awaits  further  instructions  or  powers; 
have  theref<»re  determined  to  have  the  cargo  appraised,  landed,  and 
pW^ed  in  the  custom-house  or  bonded  warehouse  for  preservation, 
and  such  nuinitions  df  war  as  may  be  found  in  her  appraised  and 
turned  over  to  the  Army  and  Navy  for  use. 
/  bt*g  that  the  Department  will  use  its  exertions  to  have  the  proper 
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judicial  power  given  to  Judge  PealKidy,  or  to  sonic  other  pei-soii,  as 
the  cargoes  of  these  vessels  will  .sell  for  twire  or  three  times  the  amount 
here  that  they  will  hriug  at  the  North,  liesides  tlie  risk  of  sending 
ihem  there.  It  heing  impossihie  (o  send  many  of  the  prizes  North, 
they  hecoine  total  losses  to  both  parties. 

1  sincerely  hope  that  the  Department  will  give  this  Hubject  their 
earliest  attention. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  suhmitted  hy, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  Fabkaoitt, 

lifar-Affmiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  uj  the  Navy. 


ifCer  jrom,  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey.  U,  S.  Xiivy,  regardiiig  changf  nj  ai^jiais  in  infw  of 
»appo8ed  eapture  o}  signal  book. 

[J.WUARY  7,  l.SG.'J.] 
Dear  Admiral:  The  Harriet  Lane  having  been  captured  at  Gal- 
veston, it  is  presumed  her  signal  Ixiok  has  fallen  into  the  hands  <)f  the 
enemy,  and  I  therefore  <leeni  it  proper  to  change  numerical  vahie  of 
the  signals,  which  I  have  dune  hy  increasing  their  value  "one,"  that 
ifi  to  sav,  "0"  is  No.  1. 1  ia  2, etc".  The  repeaters  I  have  let  stand. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout. 
Admiral  Bailey, 

East  St[ua4ron. 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragtit,  U.  S.  Namf,  to  Oommodorg  BeU,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  off  Gahaston,  regarding  the  If.  S.  mortar  schooner 
Henry  Jams. 

Flagship  THartfori^, 

Off  Nnr  (hlearnt,  January  7,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  wish  you  would  avaU  yourself  of  the  first 
opportunitv  to  send  the  mortar  schooner  Henry  Janeji  up  here,  as  I 
shall  want  ner  services  with  the  other  mortar  boats. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fahraout. 

Ht^iir  Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell 

Commanding  U .  H.  Naval  Forces,  off  OcUvesion. 

[EndonmiMal.) 

Received  4  p.  m.,  January  10,  1863,  by  the  steamer  Hattera^. 

II.  H.  Bell. 

The  Kemtinaton  went  down  to  Matagorda  yesterday  with  orders  to 
id  up  the  Henry  Janes. 
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Report  of  Luutenant-Commander  Roe,  V.  o.  Navy^  commandijig 
v.  S.  S.  Katnhdin,  regarding  thf  suspiciotvt  operations  of  the  steamer 
Time  and  Tide. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kataudin, 
DonaldsonviUe,  La.,  Januaj'y  7,  186S. 
Sxr:  The  steamer  Time  and  Tide  this  morning  came  up  from  below, 
when  I  made  the  usual  signal  fur  her  to  stop,  which  she  disregarded. 
I  fired  six  musket  shots  ahead  of  her,  which  she  disregarded  also, 
until  liring  one  close  to  her,  she  rounded  to  and  came  to  me.  She 
has  received  orders  from  Colonel  Ilolcomh  to  stop  at  this  place 
whenever  she  goes  up  or  down.  She  had  but  a  few  days  ago  received 
orders  from  me  not  to  pass  a  gunboat  on  the  river  wituout  conununi- 
eating  witli  us.  These  orders  have  also  been  disregarded  several 
times  of  late;  the  steamer  in  such  case  hugging  the  opposite  hank 
of  the  river,  as  if  purposely  to  avoid  orders. 

I  eiic!«)se  a  nmiiifest  (if  goods,  which  Is  not  signed  hy  anyone,  nor 
is  it  in  any  respect  in  force,  the  places  of  landing  not  being  specifie<I, 
nor  any  authorily  given  for  their  sliipnient. 

Colonel  Ilolconil),  of  this  post,  complaitiii  of  the  Time  and  Tide, 
and  reports  to  me  that  .she  is  in  the  iiubit  of  communicating  with 
rebels  luid  supply  ng  and  trading  with  tliem  at  different  points. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1  send  the  Time  and  Tide  to  New 
Orleans  in  chaise  of  an  officer  to  report  to  you  as  directed  by  Com- 
mander AJden  in  his  instructions  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  nsspectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  RoK, 
LievJenant-C^omma  nder, 
Conunodore  Henkt  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  PensQcola. 


T^litr  from  Lieutenant  Francis.   V .  S.  Army,  t4)  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  giving  Infortmition  regarding  the  C.  S.  S.  Webh. 

HARTtxjRU,  Conn.,  January  7,  t86!S[3]. 

Sir:  While  n  prisoner  with  the  rebels  1  was  taken  from  Alexandria, 
La.,  to  Nal4'hez.  via  Trinity,  I^a.  Here  I  saw  a  very  line  side-wheel 
gunboat,  mounting  five  guns  forward  and  thrw  aft.  She  wo-s  built 
in  New  York  before  the  war,  and  was  (tailed  the  Webb;  has  two  o.sciHat- 
ing  engines  and  draws  af  this  time  7  fet^t  of  water.  She  is  now  in 
17  feet  of  water  in  Black  Uiver.  opposite  Trinity,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Ouachita.  Tensas,  and  Little  rivers,  I  think  40  miles  from 
Ri^l  Hiver. 

There  arc  im  tntopa  in  that  part  of  the  country  except  a  few 
guerrillas. 

When  T  was  at  Trinity  I  understood  that  they  intended  to  dis- 
mount the  guns  and  take  theni  to  Port  Hudson,  on  the  Mississippi. 
There  is  no  crew  on  the  Webb,  and  [she]  w  kept  in  order  by  the  son 
of  the  landloi-d  with  whom  we  stayed. 

Although  I  am  on  parole,  it  does  not  prevent  me  [froral  giving  all 
the  information  I  was  able  to  get. 

I  belonged  to  General   Butler's  department,  and  was  taken  pris- 

oner  near  Labadieville.     I  belong  to  the  Twelfth  Connecticut  Vol- 

u/jt-eers,  Culunel  11.  C.  Deming. 
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Any  information  you  may  wish  in  regard  to  this  ^nboat  I  will 
be  most  happy  to  furnish. 

I  hope  to  oe  exchanged  soon,  and  would  Uke  very  much  to  be  the 
means  of  rausin^  them  as  niu<:h  trouble  and  distress  as  ]>ossible  in 
retaliation  for  my  treatnient  while  a  i)risoner. 

I  regard  this  as  an  easy  and  valual)le  prize  for  our  Navy. 
If  you  may  wisli  to  address  me,  please  direct  care  Talcott  &  Post, 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jamrs  h.  Franci», 

Lieutenant. 
Hon.  GiDKOx  Wrlles. 

Order  of  Acting  Rfar-Athnirtd  I^e,  U.  S  Navy,  to  Captain  Oolds' 
hortmgh,  U.'S,  Ntn^y,  Cfmrnanding  XJ.  S.  S.  Coltmuht,  tn  procrrd 
to  PenJtacola. 

Confidential.)  V.  S.  Fr.AOSinp  Minnrsota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,.  January  7,  tSGS. 
Sm:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  Colorado  under  your  command  and, 
after   touching   at   Havana,    report   to   Rear-Aclmtral   Farragut   at 
Pensacota,  Fla.     You  may,  as  you  request,  send  a  boat  in  at  Beau- 
fort for  Mr.  Ricketts,  your  pilot. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lkk. 
A<^.  Rear- Admiral,  Conidg.  North  Atlantic  Bloekdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  R.  Goldbborouoh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colonulo,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admirai  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S. 
Navif,  commanding  off  Baton  Rouge,  for  the  protection  oj  Donald' 
ionvtUe.  * 

Fl.AKSHIP    HaRTFORI>, 

Off  New  Orlmnx,  January  9,  1863. 
Dear  Captain:  I  have  received  intelligence  from  Geiieral  Banks 
tliat  some  attempt  may  be  made  upon  our  forces  at  Donaldson viUe 
by  a  large  force,  said  to  be  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  you  will 
therefore  kp*op  two  or  ttuve  gunboat^s  in  that  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

^  D.  G.    pARRAOirT, 

I  Rear-Admiral,  Cmnmnnding. 

M  Captam  James  .\x.i>ex, 

B^_^  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  off  Baton  Rouge. 

L 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  V .  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Colvo- 
core&sea,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Supply  to  proceed 
with  that  vetsel  to  New  York. 

Fi,AO»HTP  Hartford, 
Netv  Orhmm,  January  9,  IHdS. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Pensacola  and  report  to  the  .senior  imval 
officer  there  present.     While  at  that  port  you  will  take  in  as  ballast 
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all  the  old  iron  not  required  at  the  yard  by  Coimnodore  Smith.  In 
the  meanwhile  your  collision  with  llie  Omuia  will  be  inveslif^ated 
by  ft  court  of  enquiry,  at  the  close  of  which  you  will  proceed  to  New 
Vork. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  George  M.  Colvocoresses, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Suppli/. 


Report  of  Commander  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navv,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 
H.  R.  Cuyler,  offering  to  go  in  search  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Aiahamo  and 
captured  U .  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

V.  S.  S.  R.  R-  Cutler, 
Off  Mobile,  January  .9.  hS6\i. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Cuyler  was  represented 
some  S  or  10  men  short  of  her  complement  when  I  took  command 
of  her,  since  which  I  have  furnished  2  men  and  an  engineer,  as  part 
prize  crew  of  the  Antona,  captured  by  the  Pocahontas.  I  have  dis- 
charged a  surgeon's  steward  (another  man  taking  his  place*),  and 
invaUded  3  men. 

Now,  with  some  additional  15  men  and  two  more  guns,  say  323 
of  33-cwt.,  whirh  I  understand  the  Potomac  would  be  glad  to  dispense 
with,  I  can  make  the  Cutder  more  efficient;  and  witli  or  without  this 
additional  force,  I  should  be  g!a4!  to  be  sent  in  search  of  ^90  or  the 
Harriet  iM^ne,  now  cruising  under  a  rebel  Hag. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

Geo.  F.  Kmmon8, 

Commander. 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Hitchcock,   U.  S.  Navy,  enclosing  newspaper 
chpping  reiatiiv  to  captured  Briti^ih  ateamtr  Antona. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Mohih,  January  10.  tH€S. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  slip  from  an  Knglish  paper  in  relation 
to  the  Antona,  captured  in  endeavoring  to  rim  the  blockade  at  this 
port. 

Our  loss  at  Galveston  makes  us  very  sad. 

If  we  had  two  or  three  fast  vessels  with  guns  that  we  eould  put 
cruising  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  this  some  30  or  40  miles, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing.  They  can  not  be  snared  from  our  little 
fon-e  lieiv:  two  or  (hn-c*  vessels  are  ulF  ihe  bloelcade  all  the  time  for 
repairs  and  coal.  The  gvinlioats  begin  to  show  that  they  have  been 
under  steam  all  the  time  for  a  year. 

What  is  the  determination  of  the  Department  as  to  the  joint  cap- 
ture when  a  vessel  attached  lo  a  division  of  the  bhx'kade  chasing 
out  of  sight,  by  order,  and  making  a  capture?  I  am  asked  the  quea- 
tjoa  ctJiMtantly,  and  we  now  have  a  erase  here.     It  would  seem  to 
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me  that  justice  would  give  all  a  share,  and  I  so  decided  in  the  case 
of  the  steamer  AnVf  so  far  as  directing  all  the  vessels  liere  to  send  in 
prize  lists. 

Tnily,  yoursj  with  regard, 

R.  B.  Hitchcock. 
Captain  GnaTAVvs  V.  Fox, 

Atsietant  Secretary  of  the  Natty,  etc. 

P.  S.— *Tliomas  Frenery,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Aniona,  states 
that  he  was  shippe^l  hy  the  English  con.sul  at  Havana  for  a  voyage 
to  Nassau,  and  the  next  day  the  consul  endorsed  the  papers  of  the 
Ant^n^  as  i.'learod  for  Mat^nioras.  PVenery  was  discharged  from 
the  Cidormlo  at  Portsmouth,  N.  U.,  last  summer. 

The  crew  of  the  Autmta  inform  me  that  when  thev  left  Liverpool 
three  steamers  were  getting  ready  to  i*un  the  blockade — Pearl, 
sc;rew,  very  fa.st,  tliree  masl-s;  'DuMlr  and  F.aifle,  side  wheel.  The 
Thistle.  \&  reported  at  St.  Thomas,  hark  rigged,  efeuning  her  Imttom. 

Men  were  shipping  at  Havana  at  $150  per  month  to  run  the 
blockade,  said  to  be  for  two  steamers,  names  not  given. 

[Eiwlnitiim    From  ibt-  l.lv«riKK)l  JnuniAt  of  Coranwir**,  NoTembnr  11-1 
The  Brituth  (Joi'emmfrU  more  ob&eraani  o}  lipntraiiiy. 

Last  week  there  was  considerable  excitement  in  the  town  of  Bir- 
mingham from  the  fact  that  a  well-known  sliipping  firm  in  Liverpool 
hati  dwiined  tiny  longer  to  convey  hy  their  V4\sse1s  numerous  pack- 
ages of  rifles  siiipped  as  hardware,  for  the  us<'  of  the  Federal  G<»vern- 
ment.  Whether  the  customs  authorities  had  received  instructions 
^om  the  Government  in  this  instance  to  stop  the  further  shipment 
of  these  goods  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  but  we  liave  every 
reason  to  l)elieve»  from  information  we  received  yesterday,  that  the 
British  Government  have  lately  received  dispatches  from  the  I'nited 
States  remonstrating  in  strong  terms  for  allowing  the  building  of 
Confederate  gunboats  at  British  ports,  and,  wliile  professing;  strict 
neutnditv,  lo  o[)enly  allow  British  steamei-s  to  convey  contmband 
of  war  en  route  to  the  Southern  States. 

This  iiil'oruiation  seems,  to  some  extent,  to  be  correct,  as  advices 
ret^eived  from  Queenstown  yesterday  state  that  the  Government 
oihciats  at  that  i>ort  Itad  seized  the  Liverpool  steamer  Aniona,  319 
tons  burden,  which  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  *lth  mstant  for 
Havana  and  Xas.sau,  for  taking  on  board  ammunition,  on  the  sup- 
position that  it  was  intended  lor  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Stales. 
We  scarcely  think  our  Government  is  justified  in  adopting  this  course 
of  procedure  after  openly  allowin"  the  agents  of  the  KedtTiil  States 
to  tibtain  unlimited  sup]>liea  in  this  country  for  their  use.  But  if 
instructions  have  been  is.sued  to  stop  the  further  shipment  of  war 
material  (roin  Briti-sh  jiorts,  we  trust  that  they  will  be  carried  out 
in  that  spirit  of  laimess  which  has  hitherto  at  all  times  been  shown 
by  our  merchants  and  manutacturors,  so  that  as  regards  the  fxiture 
supplies  of  war  stores  for  the  ^Vmorican  continent  the  Federals  should 
have  no  advantage  over  the  Govemraont  of  the  Confederate  States, 
as  the  merchants  of  the  South  have  at  all  times  showed  a  spirit  and 
enterprise  worthy  of  a  fre«  people. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Belt,  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  botnbardmeiit  of 
Galveston  January  10,  J86S. 

11.  S.  S.  ButMJKLYN, 

Off  Oalvest&n,  Tex.,  January  11,  186S. 

Sir:  I  arrived  off  Galveston  in  the  Brooklyn  at  daylight  on  tho 
7tli  and  saw  in  the  harbor  the  uiastlieads  of  tlie  Harriet  Lane,  two 
harks,  and  two  schooners,  and  saw  also  two  buv  steainei's.  The 
chimney  and  machinery  of  the  WestfieJd  are  visible,  standing  erect. 

The  troops  are  actively  engaged  establishiii^  earthworks  on  the 
necrk  of  land  to  tiie  northeast  of  the  lity.  Two  well-hnilt  earth- 
works, filled  with  troops,  appear  ready  finished,  one  on  the  north- 
east point  of  the  tsland,  the  iither  on  Pelican  Spit.  The  weather 
having  been  hazy  and  tliirk,  T  cindd  stn*  nothing  distinctly  until 
yesterday,  and  in  the  afternoon  I  drove  ofT  their  working  parties 
from  ereeting  earthworks,  tising  our  rilled  guns.  The  BrooUyn  could 
approach  no  nearer  tlian  5.000  yards:  the  Sciota  and  New  London 
got  to  about  1,000  yards,  the  sftoals  here  being  so  very  extensive. 
At  4  p.  ni.  I  made  signal  to  withdraw  from  action.  At  that  moment, 
or  immediately  after,  seven  fieldpieces  opened  upon  the  gunlwats 
without  hitting  them,  and  these  were  the  oniy  guns  Iired  by  the 
enemy  during  the  day.  The  (lag  over  the  fort  was  sliot  away,  but 
was  Iioisted  again.  The  teams,  nowcver.  continued  to  haul  to  the 
occupied  works.  Lieutenant-Commander  Lowry,  in  the  Sclofa.  gave 
his  particular  attention  to  tlie  Harriti  Lant.  b**^K  *^^  ^^^^  upper  end 
of  the  city.  He  repoxts  to  mo  that  he  made  her  move  her  berth 
twice,  ana  that  she  moved  under  her  own  steam  power.  To-day 
she  dropped  down  to  the  lower  end  of  the  city,  anparentiv  with  the 
tide.  She  is  doubtlessly  in  serviceable  order.  Captain  Lowry  also 
reports  having  seen  a  ram  like  the  Ensex  moving  about,  hut  this  I 
presume  is  the  ram  wliich  persons  from  the  mortar  fleet  described 
as  clad  on  her  forwani  half  and  fortified  with  cotton  liales.  On  his 
passage  hitJuT  Lieutenant-Commander  l^owry  touched  at  Sabine  Pass 
and  left  the  Morning  Light  and  Rachel  Seaman  on  blockade  there. 
The  Oayjtga,  Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut,  joined  us 
on  the  afternoon  of  tlie  Sth,  and  I  sent  him  next  morning  (9th)  to 
report  the  state  of  things  off  Matagorda  and  Aransas.  He  returned 
to-dav  at  noon  and  rei>orted  all  well.  Ilis  report  is  herewith  enclosed. 
The  jVru'  I^mdoii  arrived  just  in  time  to  unite  in  shelling  the  working 
parties.  The  llaUeroH  arrived  at  its  close  and  the  (Hijton  at  6  p.  m. 
The  Extrelfa,  the  light-draft  steamer,  has  not  made  her  appeai'ance, 
but  I  shall  not  wait  for  her. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.Bell. 

Comniodort. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  Faruaout, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  Neiv  Orleans,  Im. 


Extract  from  letter  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Thompson,   U.  S, 
Navy,  regarding  the  homhardment  of  Galveston,  January  10,  1863. 

Bridgeport,  January  30,  1863. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  my  son  Frederick 
//.  ThompaoD,  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
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and  thinking  lHp  extract  below  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you,  I 
take  much  pleasure  in  tiondlng  it  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Joseph  Thomps<jn. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welleb, 

Secreiary  of  iJie  Navy,  Waskin^on. 

(EnclDsure.) 

Ratitroay  Evening,  Janunnj  10,  1863. 

We  arrived  off  Oalveston  about  noon  to-day,  and  as  soon  as  the 
captain  reporUwi  to  ilie  nujj-itfllcer  iho  sipial  went  up  from  the  flag- 
slup  to  prepare  for  action  and  got  underway.  The  lirookUjn  .slopped 
about  2  nmes  from  the  fort,  wMiile  the  New  London  and  Sciota  went 
close  in,  to  draw,  if  possible,  tbe  fire  of  any  batteries  which  the  tcIm^Is 
may  have  erected.  Surrounding  the  fort  could  be  seen  the  tenu  of 
tlie  troops,  and  toward  them  tinr  rtn^  was  directt»d.  The  ball  wa.s 
opened  by  the  Hrookhjh.  She  wius  lyiiifc  about  half  a  mile  from  us. 
We  saw  a  puff  of  smoke  at  her  bow  and  then  heard  tbe  deen  booming 
of  her  gun,  while  in  the  air  we  could  hear  the  howling  of  ino  shell  as 
it  passed  over  us.     We  walcluMl  till  it  stmck,  being  .somewhat  short. 

The  Sciota  folluweil  witli  licr  Xl-iiicli  and  Parrott  at  one  extremity 
of  the  town,  wliil<!  we  went  niong  the  front  to  the  other  extreniitv. 
We  opened  with  our  Parmtt  and  Sawyer,  but  elicited  no  reply.  Wo 
then  went  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort  and  opeiuni  fire  upon 
the  encamjnuent.  Tlie  Sciuta  came  after  us,  while  the  Brooliyn, 
with  the  tremendous  range  of  her  gun.  planted  a  shell  in  or  near  by 
at  the  distance  of  3  miles.  We  wererolnng  tremendously  and  had  to 
lire  as  we  were  rising.  Our  starboard  32-pounder  was  fired  and  we 
watched  in  direction  of  the  range.  The  shell  exploded  in  the  fort 
and  iiown  came  the  rebel  flag,  the  halyard  bemg  ^ut,  so  tliat  the 
credit  belongs  to  the  New  London,  .\fter  firing  several  good  shots 
the  signal  was  .sent  up  from  the  nagsbin  to  ceaijc  action.  We  came 
about,  ami  as  we  returned  a  fieldpiece  oattery  was  opened  upon  \\», 
but  it  fell  sh4)rt.  though  near  enough  for  us  to  hear  and  see  tne  shot 
as  it  struck  about  20  rod.s  from  us.  We  gave  them  a  broadside  and 
the  Sciota  threw  an  Xl-inch  shell,  all  of  wlxich  struck  and  exploded 
within  the  battery  and  surrounaing  building,  the  effect  of  which 
must  liave  been  trenieiuhms,  judging  from  what  we  could  see  through 
the  glass.  We  couhi  .sec  t  lie  ninsls  of  the  Harriet  Lane  over  the  town, 
wbieb  is  sitinit(Ml  on  a  narrow  sf.rij>  of  bind.  To-night  our  squadron 
Lhas  been  reinforced  by  two  more  gunboats,  carrymg  sixteen  guns. 
rTo-mori-ow  being  Sunday,  nothing  will  be  done,  but  when  the  boui- 
bardrnent  is  renewed  it  will  be  leiTific.  (jalveston  is  a  doomed  town; 
the  disgruce  attending  the  capture  of  the  Uarrivt  Ijnne  must  be  wiped 
out,  and  vengeance  upon  its  butchers  and  captors  will  be  awful.  On 
Monday  we  shall  atten\pt  to  pass  the  fort**  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor. 
May  Ood  preserve  us  m  the  ten'Ltic  conflict  and  crown  our  efforts 
with  suceess. 

(.Tills  letter  was  sent  by  a  dispatch  boat  to  New  Orleans,  and  sent 
froiu  there  to  New  York.) 
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Engagement*  between  the  V.  S.  S.  Uatteras  ami  ihr  C  S.  S.  Alah 

January  //,  i86S, 


B«port  of  B«ar-Admiral  Fam^t,  U.  B.  Kktj. 


No.  U.J 


Flagship  Uaktford, 

New  Orieaiis,  January  16,  IS6S. 

8ik:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  stil]  auother  disaster 
off  Galveston.  Immediately  upon  the  arrival  at  tliis  place  of  the 
Clifton,  Lieulenant-C'onimander  R.  L.  Law,  aftor  tlu'  abandonmunL  of 
Oaivt*.s|,un  Mnrhor,  I  sent  down  C'nniinodoie  ISi'Il  with  tlif  liuntkbjn 
an<I  six  ^unhoaU,  tis  fai^t  as  I  could  get  thcin  otf^  to  retake  the  plare, 
but  it  appears  that  tliey  had  not  all  airived  up  to  llie  evening  t)f  tho 
lUh  inst-ant,  at  which  time  a  sail  was  discovered  in  the  oiling,  and 
the  Commodore  ordered  the  EaiUra^  to  rliase,  whicli  terminated  in 
the  cajiturti  of  that  vessel  hv  a  bark-rigged  sU^anier.  supposed  to  Im» 
the  Aiahama  or  iS90.  For  tne  details  of  the  capture  T  n'fer  ynu  to 
the  enclosed  reports  of  Commodore  Bell  and  Arting  MtLster  L.  11. 
Partridge. 

The  CUIton  arrived  tliis  morning,  and  I  have  sent  t!ie  Tennf»8te 
to  Ship  Island,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola  with  instructions  to  warn  tho 
officers  commanding  at  those  points  Lo  he  on  the  lonknut  for  the 
pirat'O  in  case  she  makes  any  attempt  to  depredutc  nptm  our  I'otLst. 
I  have  also  directed  Commodore  Hitchcock  to  send  the  Oufi^n  or 
Cuyter  with  my  dispatch  to  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  in  hopes  the  squad- 
ron of  the  Atlantic  may  intercept  her,  as  she  is  known  to  be  in  the 
Gulf. 

These  two  vessels  are  the  only  ones  of  sufficient  speed  in  my 
squadron  that  could  hope  to  contend  with  the  S90,  either  in  spoed 
or  ill  battery,  and  1  fear  that  the  Cuyler's  machinery  is  too  much 
exposed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  has  been  the  principal  cause 
of  the  loss  of  the  IlatUras;  besides  winch,  these  vessels  an*  veiy  much 
needed  off  Mobile,  as  they  can  either  of  them,  I  think,  contend  suc- 
cessfully with  the  Oreto, or  Florida,  or  successfully  chase  the  merchant 
steamers  which  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  Nothing  but  a  frt'sh 
wind  enabled  the  Pocahontas  to  overhaul  and  capture  tlm  AiUmui. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  U.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Hon.  GiDEtiN  Wkij.ks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rapoit  of  Ooouiiodare  Ball,  0.  S.  Havy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  (Mveston,  Tex.,  January  !J,  ISdS. 
Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  tliat  the  U.  S.  S.  Uatteras,  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander H.  C.  Blake,  commanding,  was  sunk  on  tlie  nif^ht 
of  the  11th  instant  by  a  bark-rigged  steamer  having  a  vrr>'  long  main- 
mast^ her  name  and  nation  unknown.     I  have  heard  of  only  six  per- 
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sons  escaping  from  her,  viz:  Acting  Master  Leaiider  H.  Partridge, 
of  Orlami.  Me.:  John  Bcatty,  onlinary  Heaman,  of  Forked  Kivnr, 
N.  J.;  Oeorgt*  H.  Falkinht-rf?,  (irst-olass  hov,  of  Philadol]>iiia,  Pa.; 
.lamrs  Wngnt,  sranian.  of  Trov,  N.  Y.:  WilUam  Brown,  coxswain, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  William  ll.  Jenkins,  ordinary'  seaman,  of  Penn's 
Grove,  N.  J.     Their  stat-ement  is,  in  substance,  as  follows: 

The  Ilatteras  having  been  sent  in  chase,  the  two  vessel.s  encountered 
at  night.  TIic  strange  st^'arner  answered  to  the  hail,  "  Her  Majesty's 
steamer  '^''/"''^•"  Captain  Blake  said  ho  would  send  a  boat  on 
hoard.  Tlie  boat  was  lowered,  and  immediately  after  she  left  the 
llntienis  the  stranjfer  opened  fire  at  tlie  distance  of  100  yards  with 
three  broailside  guns.  The  Uaikras  i-eturned  it  with  spirit,  and  \yoX\\ 
vessels  steamed  ahead,  leaving  the  boat  beliind.  The  firing  cea.sod 
in  iift<?en  or  twenty  minutes.  The  two  vessels  were  observed  to  close 
and  clieers  ensued.  The  party  in  the  boat,  feeling  dubious,  wouhi 
not  go  alongside,  but  pulled  north  and  reached  the  blockading  ves- 
sels off  Gaivoslon  next  morning. 

Acting  Master  Leander  H.  Partridge  has  been  permitted  to  proce<Hl 
in  the  (lijton  to  New  Orleans  to  report  to  you  in  person.  The  sailors 
are  on  board  this  .ship. 

At  ^  p.  m.  yesterday,  1 1th,  the  HaMerat  was  sent  in  chase  of  a  sail 
wliich  was  reported  from  masthead.  She  was  seen  last  after  sunset, 
about  V2  miles  distant,  bearing  south.  At  7:15  flashes  were  seen 
in  that  direction  and  the  sound  of  heavy  guns  heai-d— lieavier  than 
any  carried  by  the  HatUras.  It  lasic<l  for  near  twenty  minut^-s. 
The  wind  being  light  from  S.  S.  E..  I  judged  the  firing  to  be  16  miles 
distant. 

At  7:30  the  Brooklyn  was  underway,  steering  S.  J  E.,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  flashes  seon.  At  the  same  time  the  ScioUi  steered  S.  S.  K., 
and  the  Cdijufja  S.  by  W.  The  Bronkbjn  cniised  on  several  courses 
as  far  as  63  miles  nouth  of  Galveston  \n  search  of  the  combatants, 
supposing  the  enemy  to  be  :^90.  Returning,  1  reached  this  i)ar  at  3 
p.  m.  to-day.  About  11  o'clock  a.  m.  I  discovered  two  masts  of  a 
sunken  vessel  standing  out  of  water.  The  tops  and  yards  were 
awash,  topmasts  up,  and  a  United  States  naval  peimant  gaily  flying 
from  the  main  tru<:K.  No  ensign  was  found.  The  hurricane  deck  was 
adrift.  The  wreck  was  recognized  as  the  ilatteras  by  certain  marks 
w«hich  the  Srookbjns  head  guvs  made  upon  her  hurricane  liouse  in 
the  river  a  short  lime  ago.  She  lies  in  94  fathoms  wa(«r  about  20 
miles  south,  true,  fmm  Galveston  light-house.  I  should  think  thei-e 
would  be  no  diilieuUy  In  raising  her  if  she  be  taken  in  hand  imme- 
diately. I  picked  up  three  of  her  boats  a  few  miles  to  the  northward 
of  her. 

I  hasten  oflf  the  Clifton  to  apprise  you  of  the  pre-sence  in  the  Gulf 
of  this  dangerous  enemy,  lie  lias  probablv  destroyed  numerous  ves- 
sels in  the  track  between  Key  West  and  Kew  Orleans,  and  tiouhtless 
inti'iids  to  swee[)  awav  the  blockading  vessels  of  inferior  force  along 
the  whole  extent  of  tfie  Gulf  coast,  trusting  to  his  coleritj'  of  move- 
ment. 

Three  or  four  vessels  like  the  Oneida  thrown  into  the  Yucatan  chan- 
nel immediately  would  probably  intercept  him.  Tlie  gunboats  are 
not  a  match  for  him  in  force  or  speed. 
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The  Clijttyn  and  Nexe  Loruion  were  left  to  blockade  during  the 
absence  of  the  ottier  vesselH. 

Very  rtwncctfuUv ,  your  ol>odient  s^^rvant, 

H.  H.  Bkij., 

Commodore. 
Kear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoit. 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadr&n,  New  OrhanA,  La. 


Raport  of  Oommodorfl  B«ll,  IT.  S.  Vmwj. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sixk^jp  Brooklyn, 
Off  (ialvesfon,  7Vj-.,  Jamary  f3,  18SS, 

Sir:  It  is  my  painfvil  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  I'.  S.  S.  HaUfra», 
Lieutenant-Commander  Homer  C.  BlaUe,  comraanding.  was  sunk  at 
7  o'clock  p.  m.,  nth  instant,  by  a  bark-rigped  steamer,  long  main- 
mast, and  fore-and-aft  mainsail. 

I  dispatched  her  at  '^  p.  m.  to  «xaminc  a  sail  which  was  seen  in  the 
offing  from  the  mastheads.  The  UaUcra^  waw  about  12  miles  distant 
at  dusk.  At  7:15  heaw  firing  was  heard  and  fhtshe.s  seen,  l)earing 
S.  \  K.  and  judged  to  fce  16  miles  distant.  The  Hrooklyn,  Sciota, 
and  Caynqa  proceeded  immediately  in  the  direclion  of  tlie  Hashes, 
the  Brooklyn  steering  S.  {  K.,  the  Sciota  S.  S.  E.,  and  the  Cayuga 
S.  by  W.,  hoping  to  intercept  one  or  the  other  of  tlie  vessels  enga^d. 
The  Hnmi'Jyn  run  ^0  miles  m  the  direction  of  the  flashes,  and  cruised 
to  the  southward  and  westward  thereof  until  7:30  a.  m.  on  the  12th. 
Having  seen  nothing,  and  being  61?  miles  distant  from  Galveston,  I 
returned  to  that  bar.  About  20  miles  south  from  CJalveston  light  I 
discovered  the  mastheads  of  the  Batieras  standing  upright  and  out 
of  water,  top.**  and  gaflfs  awash,  the  hurricane  deck  adrift,  and  exhib- 
iting a  chafe  received  from  the  head  guys  of  this  ship,  with  which  she 
came  in  collision  on  the  4th  instant  in  tlie  Mississippi.  By  this  mark 
alone  was  the  wreck  identified  as  that  of  the  U.  b.  S.  Uatteras.  She 
lies  in  0^  fathoms  water. 

At  daylight  on  the  12th  Acting  Master  Leander  H.  Partridge,  with 
5  of  the  crew  of  the  Uattfras,  vix,  John  Beatty,  ordinari'  seaman, 
of  Forked  River.  N.  J.;  Georee  H.  Falkinbei^,  first-class  boy.  of  Phil- 
adelphia. Pa.;  James  Wright,  seaman,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.;  AVilliam 
Brown,  coxswain,  of  Boston,  Ma.ss.,  and  William  TI.  Jenkins,  ordi- 
nary seaman,  of  Penn's  Grove,  N.  J.,  safely  reached  the  blockading 
vessels  in  one  of  that  vessel's  boats.  Mr.  Partridge  made  a  state- 
ment as  follows : 

The  stranger  was  bark-rigge<i .  her  mainmast  very  long,  and  had 
fore-and-aft  mainsail.  She  was  under  sail  until  the  vessels  encoun- 
tered, then  all  sails  were  furled.  Late  in  the  day  the  Hattfra^  made 
signal  that  the  stranger  was  a  su.spicious  vessel.  (The  si«Tial  was  not 
seen  by  the  squadron.)  The  stranger  repUed  to  Captain  Blake's  hail, 
"Her  Majesty's  steamer  Spiff  re."  Captain  Blake  said.  "I  don't 
understand  you,"  and  the  stranger  repliea,  "  1  don't  understand  you." 
Captain  Blake  tlien  said  he  would  send  a  boat  on  board,  and  Acting 
Master  Partrirlge  an<l  the  boat's  crew  referred  to  left  the  Hotteras  to 
board  her.  The  iMiat  had  barely  shovetl  ofT  wlien  the  stranger  opened 
/ire  with  three  broadside  guns  at  the  distance  of  100  yards.     The  Hai- 
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Uras  promptly  responded,  and  both  vessels  steaniod  alirad,  leaving 
the  boat  astern.  Tlio  firing  wn?*  kept  up  for  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes. The  Hatffrn.y  seemed  to  let  ofT  steam.  The  vessels  then  closed. 
Pistol  shots  and  cheers  v:cro  heard,  and  Mr.  Partridge,  not  knowing 
the  result  of  the  fight,  steered  his  boat  for  ihe  blockade.  I  hove  sent 
Acting  Master  I^ander  H.  Partridge  to  New  Orleans  to  report  to  the 
admiral  and  transferred  the  5  men  to  the  Srioia. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  communicating  this  informa- 
tion to  the  admiral  immediately.  I  dispatched  the  steamer  Clifton 
to  New  Orleans  with  letters  for  that  officer. 

TTiP  steamer  ffarrirt  iMne,  which  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  has 
moved  fnim  the  upper  harbor  down  to  the  lower,  wliere  she  lies  with 
sails  bent  as  if  prepared  for  sea.  Considering  her  capable  of  doing 
nearly  as  mucli  injury  to  our  commerce  on  the  ocean  as  any  vessels 
the  rebels  have  afloat,  and  that  rfie  gunboats  are  not  a  match  for 
her  in  speed  or  armament,  the  presence  of  the  Brooklyn  here  can  not 
be  dispensed  with  to  continue  the  pursuit  of  the  vessel  which  sunk 
the  Ifatlerae.  The  gunboats  single-handed  being  no  matirh  for  her 
in  any  respect,  and  short  of  coal,  it  would  be  worse  than  useless  to 
send  them  in  the  piirstiit.     J  will,  however,  dispatch  two   in  com- 

£any  down  the  coast  to  communicate  with  tho  blockading  vessels  at 
[atagorda  and  Aratisas. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


,  "MtfOtt  of  LlanUnuit-CominaDdsr  Blake,  V.  B.  Havy.  late  oommanduig  U.  S.  ■.  Batt«raS| 
tranamittlDg  copy  of  kit  r«port  to  tb«  Departnieiit 

U.  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawbevce. 

Key  West,  February  14,  JS63. 
Sm;  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my  rej>ort*  to  the  honorable  St'c- 
retary  of  the  Navy  respecting  the  destniction  of  the  l^.  S.  S.  fjatteratt. 
I  would  statfl  that  my  signal  books  and  all  papers  relating  to  the 
squadron  were  thrown  overboard  when  my  vessel  was  disabled. 
I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant,- 

H.  C.  Blakk, 
Lieuienant-Commander,  U.  S.  JVavy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraolt, 

CommaTiding  Western  Gulf  Squadro?^. 


3t«port  of  LUntoiuJit-Coloiul  Btanool,  V.  B.  Army,  trmnimittlaf  lUtemsnt  of  AoUng  MaiUr 

Partridge,  Xf.  8.  Vary. 

HbaDQUABTERS  DErARTMENT  OF  THE  GlH.J', 

AVtr  OrhaM,  La.,  January  15,  }86S. 
Geveral:  T  have  the  honor  to  traasmit  herewith  copy  of  telegram 
received  yesterday   in   regard   to  the  capture  and   sinking  of  the 
Hatteras  by  the  rebel  ship  idO'. 
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Statement  made  by  h.  H,  Partridge,  acting  master  of  the  ffatf^ras: 

Was  on  board  nf  thp  stramrr  HaUnnjt,  off  Galvcslon,  at  about  3  p.  m.,  Sunday.  .TaDiiary 
II,  whnn  B  vpM4cl  liovo  til  Hght  srjiitl)(>ajft.  W'v  wrrr  signaled  from  tho  HnxJclyn  to  givn 
chaMT,  As  wp  ranie  in  sight  ^he  appealed  m  if  endeavoring  lo  pwape.  Jiisl  iM-foir"  nark 
Ta»  ablr  to  dincnvfr  that  sho  was  naric  rigKod.  She  set  a  topeBlIaDt  »iU.  After  dark  we 
gained  rapidly,  and  when  wv  caiiie  near  fount]  her  Iving-to  under  steam.  We  had  l>ecn  al 
quarters  twenty  minutes.  As  we  came  up  Mr.  BlaVe  hailed  and  a^ked  what  chip  it  waa. 
nlw  aiuweivd  "  Her  Britannir.  MajcKtr's  ship  Spitfirt."  Captain  Blake  said  "  I  will  Hend  a 
boat  on  board."  EUiat  being  lowered  I  vtan  ordered  lo  take  charge  and  board.  Beforr^  wc 
wont  one-half  Ixjoffl  length  awav  fn)m  the  side  the  stranger  opened  (ire.  U  vok  retunu'd 
by  the  IJiitlcnin  and  butli  nlarted  atiead  under  full  head  of  Hteuru,  exchanging  broadsides  a? 
ra><t  ».'«  Iliev  oiuld  l<md  uiid  lire,  for  atuut  twenty  tiiintitcf,  with  big  giniN,  and  ttirn  with 
mu-ikelry  from  Iwlh  VLvseele.  All  thiatinwn  1  had  been  endeavoring  lo  board  my  vrawl  a^in, 
but  could  not  ronie  up.  Aflor  muaketry  readied,  I  diseovertHi  that  the  IlatttniM  was  stopped 
and  blowing  ufT  Hleain,  with  the  enemy  alongside  for  the  ptiiTiuMe  of  lioarding.  Heard  tlwi 
enejity  cheicriiig  and  knew  that  the  flattrrtui  had  been  eaptured ,  and  the  ught  it  vaa  no  u.w  to 
give  niy!«eir  up  as  a  priituncr.  and  rowed  bacR  toward  the  fleet  under  cover  of  darkneas^  in 
hopeH  of  giring  information  of  the  alTair.  Tho  BtwM^  went  out  the  next  day  and  found 
the  llaHerag  Funk. 

The  U.  S.  S.  IJattcnui  was  captured  and  sunk  on  Sunday  evening, 
about  IG  miles  south  of  Galveston,  by  the  rebel  [}irate  ^90.  Our 
Texas  traitors  are  conc-entrating  a  large-force  on  Galveston  Island. 

Jessk  Stancel, 
Luufenant'l'oloTiel,  First  Texas. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks. 


Report  of  Commodore  Belt,  U.  S.  Nairy,  regarding  affairs  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Ojf  Oalveston^  Tex.,  Jamtary  12,  186S. 

Sir:  Yesterday  it  was  mv  intention  to  make  the  attack  to-day  on 

the  forts  and  tlio  Ilorriil  Cone  without  waiting  for  the  EstreUa,  but 

the    unlooked    for  disast«r   to   the  Batfems  weakens    my  available 

force    too  much  for  me  t^)  calculate   hopefully  upon  succ-ess  in  the 

F resent  advanced  state  of  preparation,  both  afloat  and  ashore;  also 
feel  the  great  importance  of  dispatching  one  of  my  steamers  to 
inform  you  immediately  of  the  presence  of  a  rebel  steamer  on  the 
coast,  which  is  scarcely  of  less  importance  than  the  Galveston  enter- 

firise.     The  vessels  here,  except  the  Sciota  and  Brookhm,  have  coal 
or  only  five  days.     T  do  not  know  what  they  will  do  for  fuel  if  the 
coal  vessels  which  you  promised  are  cut  off. 

The  Harriet  Ijihe  has  dropped  down  the  harbor  toward  the  bat^ 
terica  and  lies  acioss  the  narrow  channel,  seemingly  intact,  and  keep- 
ing her  sails  bent. 

The  ram  is  always  crowded  with  men,  and  generally  lies  at  Pelican 
Spit. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore . 
Rear-Admiral  D.  0.  Farbaout, 

Votndg.  Western  (hUf  Bkkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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Letter  Jtwn  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  BeU, 
U .  S.  Navy,  commanding  on  coast  of  Texas,  Tegarding  the  proposed 
recapture  of  Galveston. 

Flagship  HAKmnin, 
Off  New  Orleans,  January  12,  1863. 
Drak  Comuoi>orb:  1  send  you  tlio  Owosco.  This  makes  sbc 
ffunboats,  riz,  Sciota,  Cayuga,  llaiieras,  New  London,  Clifton,  and 
Ovjosco,  I  did  intend  to  send  the  EstreUa^  but  the  enemy  are  making 
preparations  to  attack  tlie  flotilla  in  the  Galvestflu  stylfi.  and  we  are 
gottinj;  roady  to  receive  th«?iri,  and  tliis  Ims  t()m[)olled  ino  to  let  !»er 
n'main  wliere  slie  is  for  the  prnsont.  I  trust,  however,  that  you  will 
deein  your  force  all-siiffieient  for  tlir  recovery  of  Galveston,  or  that 
before  this  [reaoliesl  vou  it  will  be  in  your  poaaesaion. 

»  Captain  [Amos]  Jolinson,  of  the  Sachem,  8a\'9  that  he  would  prefer 

destroying  the  bridge  with  two  or  three  launches  or'hoats.  U  will 
take  two -weeks  to  get  the  Sarhfrn  rt^ady,  therefore  you  must  not 
calculate  on  her.     We  have  just  taken  another  rich  prizc^steamer 

JAniona,  ofT  Mobile.  The  Pocahontas  took  her  after  a  chase  of  four- 
t-e^n  hours;  it  came  on  to  blow  and  the  Pocahontas  sails  very  well. 
She  had  arnw  and  munitions  of  war.  Thev  made  a  gn-at  mistake  in 
sending  her  homo.  She  waH  so  much  needed  here,  and  the  prize  courtis 
all  inta<';t.  Tlie  roal  vps.sol  is  on  her  way  down  to  you. 
Ver}'  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Bear'Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Beix, 

Commanding  U.S.  NaxTol  Forces,  Coast  of  Texas. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Hitch- 
cock, V .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disfMirUion  of  the  pilot  of  the  captured 
steavier  Antona. 

Fl-A(iSHIP    llAltTFOlin, 

Off  New  Orleans,  Janunnj  12,  1S6S. 

Dear  CoMMoocmK:  I  return  to  you  the  pUot  of  the  Antona.  I 
fully  concur  with  vou  in  the  opinion  that  these  people  should  not  be 
discharged  here:  they  are  tou  jwwerful  an  element  against  us.  You 
can,  therefore,  act  at  your  own  discretion;  either  put  them  in  Fort 
Pickens  or  send  them  north  by  the  fir-st  oj)porti]nity. 

The  pilot,  I  think,  you  mi^ht  either  place  on  your  own  ship  or  on 
board  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  blocknde.  He  appears  to  lie  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  bar  and  its  siirroundings.  If  he  should  prove 
faitliful  to  you,  you  could  put  him  on  wages,  but  1  would  never  give 
him  a  chance  to  make  his  escape  on  shore. 

1  have  been  compelled  to  send  the  Hatteras  down  to  Galveston,  but 
I  will  not  keep  her  lliere  long.  I  shall  send  the  Saihetn  to  take  Iho 
place  of  the  New  Loudon  in  Lake  Pcmtchartrain.  I  hope  soon  to  bo 
able  to  spare  some  of  the  vessels  from  Galveston.  You  mi^ht  send 
the  Sam.  HonMon  to  cruise  in  Mississippi  Sound.  My  great  difficidty 
is  the  want  of  officers  and  men.  I  will  nave  another  coal  vessel  roimtl 
to  you  in  the  course  of  this  week. 

This  pilot  t4*lls  mo  that  the  OreUi  has  been  ready  for  sea  over  .six 
weeks.  She  is  evidently  waiting  for  something,  and  that  something 
I  think  is  for  Buchanan  to  have  liis  ironclads  ready  to  mena<:n  ijewi 
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If  such  should  ho  the  casr,  draw  him  out  beyond  the  bar  and  I  don't 
think  ho  will  ovor  get  back  again. 
Very  rospoctfully, 

D.  G.  Fakraout, 
Commodore  Hitchcock. 

P.  S. — I  send  you  hercwitti  (i  letter  from  Folwell.  the  man  I  had 
confined  for  Wolating:  his  parolo.  If  the  facts  are  as  he  state-s  them, 
you  may  have  him  released  from  Fort  Pickens,  where  1  had  hini 
placed. 

D.  G.  F. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragni,    V.  S.   Nninf,  to  Oie  eonvmandin^ 
officer  at  Pen^acula,  to  send  veaseU  to  Ntw  Orhnns  for  adjudication, 

U.  S.  S.  Habtkord,  January  12,  JS6S. 

Sir:  Bear  in  mind  that  there  is  now  a  court  established  here  with 
full  power  to  adjudge  vesselH  sent  in  for  adjudication.  You  will 
hereafter  send  all  vessels  t^i  New  Orleans,  unless  it  is  a  cai^o  of  cotton 
or  sugar,  the  vessel  large  enough  and  in  goo<l  condition  to  go  North. 
All  other  cargoes  will  sell  better  here  than  at  the  North. 

If  the  Antona  has  not  gone  North,  send  her  here.  Wo  want  her 
cargo  and  the  munitions  of  war  in  particular.  We  can  not  afford 
to  send  our  ofTKers  and  men  to  the  North:  they  never  return,  and  we 
are  now  almost  destitute  of  officers  for  the  scr\*ice  in  the  lake. 


Very  respectfully, 

[Commodore]  Hitchcock, 

or  tilt  Commandinff  Officer  at  Pensacola. 


D.  G,  Fabbagdt. 


I 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  S.  Natjy,  to  Commodore  nUeh- 
eoclc,  U.  S.  Na%yy,  gixnng  information  regarain*f  the  C.  S,  S,  Ala- 
bama. 

FlAGSHII'  llAKTKOKn, 

Nevi  Orleavfi,  Jaunary  14,  JSfiS. 
Dear  Commoi>ore:  I  have  just  received  information  from  Gal- 
vestr>n  that  the  Alalxima.  or  200,  ai)peare<l  off  that  port,  was  chased 
by  the  Hatttran,  antl  after  night  liove  to  f<»r  her,  and  when  she  was 
hailed  said  she  was  H.  B.  M.  S.  Syit/irr.  Jintitrav  lowered  a  boat 
to  send  on  hoard.  As  soon  as  the  boat  started,  the  290  opened  tire 
upon  the  llatleron.  The  master,  who  was  in  the  boat,  says  that  they 
had  a  desperate  engagement  of  about  twenty  minutes,  side  and 
side,  when  the  290  finally  boarde<l  the  llaiU'roJi  and  carried  her. 
The  boat  escaped  bark  t4>  the  fleet  and  gave  the  inlelligence.  The 
Rrtml-Jyn  went  in  pursuit,  but  fouml  the  Uatttra^  sunk.  I  i)resume 
it  was  m  shoal  water.  I  give  vou  this  information  in  order  that  you 
may  communicate  to  the  cruisers  that  the  290  is  in  the  Gulf ,  and 
therefore  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  her. 
Very  truly  and  res|>ectruUy, 

fD.  G.  FARRAorr,] 

Rffir- Admiral. 
Commodore  R.  B.  Hrrrii(*o<*K, 

Commanding  Blockadiny  Forces,  Mofnlr  and  Pensacota. 
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OrtUr  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  LUut^nant-Comwuiider 
McDennut,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tl.  S,  S.  Cayuaa,  to  forward 
infori/ialion  regarding  the  movements  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Ataifatna. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Gaiveston,  Tfx.,  January  I4,  1S63. 
Sir:  Proceed  in  company  with  Captain  T»WTy,  subject  t-o  his 
(►rdtrs,  to  Pass  Cuvallo,  at  Matagorda  Bay,  and  communicate?  with 
the  L*.  S.  schooner  Kltiatinnt/,  if  tTic  state  of  the  bar  will  admit  of  it, 
and  thence  to  AransHS  PasH,  where  yoii  s!u>iiUl  llnd  the  V.  S.  bark 
Arthur  on  lilockacU'.  and  having  wanied  tlicni  of  the  prt'sence  of  an 
enemy  on  the  coast,  and  obtained  all  the  information  you  can,  return 
t<)  the  bar  of  Galveston  with  all  dispatch. 

Enquire  also  after  the  Kensington,  which  went  down  the  coast. 
You  will  be  careful  not  to  separat«  company. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore.  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  A.  McDermut, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga  off  Galveston^  Tex. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lAeutfnnnt-Commander 
Lowry,  U.  A*.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Sciota,  to  proceed  to 
Aransas  Pans  to  give  wamijig  of  fn*  presence  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  GalvestGti,  Tex.,  January  U,  1S6S. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Sciota  and  Cayuga  to  Pass  Cavallo,  at  Mata- 
gorda Bay,  and  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Klfiatinny, 
if  the  state  of  the  bar  will  admit  of  it,  and  thence  to  .\ransas  Pass, 
wlierp  y()u  should  fiml  the  V.  S.  bark  Arthur  on  blockade,  and  hav- 
injr  warned  them  of  the  |)resence  of  an  enemy  on  the  coast,  and 
obtained  all  the  information  you  can,  return  to  the  bar  of  Galveston 
witli  ail  disjmtch.  Enquire  also  aft*r  tlie  Krvjfington,  wliich  went 
down  the  coa^t.  You  will  be  careful  not  to  separate  company. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  n.  Bkll. 
Commodore,  Command'mg  U.  S.  Forces  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B.  I>»why. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunhoai  Sciota,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lAeutenant-Com- 
mander  Adayns,  U.  S.  Naiyy,  regarding  reported  movemenlH  of  the 
lAockade  runner  Garibaldi  and  the  release  of  the  schooner  Union. 

Fi^GsniP  Hartford, 
Off  Ne^c  Orleans,  January  I4,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  your  officer  that  nothing  has  been 
seen  of  the  Garibaldi  in  Bay  St.  Li^uis.     It  was  reported  here  that 


J 


514 


WEST  Gl^LF    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


shft  had  run  in  there,  landed  her  cargo,  and  been  burned  by  the 
f^bels;  other  parties  have  since  denieti  that  tliere  was  any  truth  in 
tlie  Mtalenient.  1  hope  that  the  latter  is  true,  because  she  cleared 
for  Tampico. 

The  schooner  Union  you  have  sent  over  was  no  doubt  trading  in 
gooii  fttiili  with  Now  Orleans,  as  the  artich's  are  much  wanted  kerc 
for  the  use  of  the  city,  and  such  one-sided  trade  is  encouraged  by 
the  military  authorities  here,  that  is,  outward-bound  in  ballast, 
and  inward-bound  in  cargo.  They  have  also  allowed  sometimes  to 
carry  over  a  few  provisions  for  tne  persons  specified,  each  article 
being  specifically  stated  in  (piantily  and  quality  with  the  passea. 
of  the  cusU)m-house  and  military  autlmrities.  I  have  released  thei 
Union  and  (iire<'tpd  your  officer  to  return  the  sloop,  and  if  she  is 
claimed,  and  you  arc  satisfied  that  she  lielongs  to  a  person  that  has 
no  connection  with  the  Confederate's,  you  can  give  her  up;  otherwise 
you  can  retain  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\ant, 

D.  O.  Fakragut, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Lieutenantr-Commander  H.  A.  Adams, 

V.  S.  S.  J.  p.  Jack-son. 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  (he  joriificaHona 

about  Fort  Hudson. 

V.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Baton  Rouge,  Januanj  14,  JSfiS, 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accortlance  with  vour 
instructions,  the  Kskct  made  another  examination  of  the  fortfrica- 
tions  about  Port  Hudson  on  Saturday  last.     Comnmnder  C'nldwell 
reports  ''nothing  new." 

An  intelligent  contraband,  who  has  been  employed  there  in  build- 
ing platforms  for  guns,  came  down  the  other  day  and  reports  that 
there  are  now  nineteen  guns  mount-ed  (which  agro(^s  with  other 
information  we  have  <hi  that  subject),  and  that  they  receive,  on  Jin 
average,  about  one  a  week  from  Jackson. 

In  my  last  I  a^ked  for  coal  and  oil  for  the  gunboats.  These 
articles  will  no  <loubt  bo  reccivetl  in  due  time.  The  Esser  will  i*e<|uii*o 
some  more  soft  coal  soon.  Two  of  the  captains  of  gunboats 
report  their  machinery-  as  being  rather  shaky  and  requiring  repairs.  1 
In  reply.  I  have  instructed  them  to  keep  <|uiet  and  let  those  whoj 
can  do  the  running,  but  when  their  steam  power  ceases  to  be  of  anj 
further  use,  to  proceed  under  sail  and  report-  to  you. 

Our  paymaster,  who  goes  down  to-day,  will  report  himself  to  yoi 
for  instnjctions  in  regard  to  prtivisions  and  also  mt>ney  for  this  shipJ 
KcsitectfuUy,  I  am  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  Alden. 
Admiral  Farkaglt, 

Commanding  United  States  Fleet,  etc. 
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JoliU  attack  upon.  Conjed^traU  defenses  on   Bayou.  Teche,  January 

i4,  ises. 

Xaport  of  Rear'AdmLra!  Fairmgat,  H.  S.  Ravy,  rag&rdlng  the  death  of  XJeatenant-Com- 
mander  Bacbanui,  U.  8.  Mftvy. 


No.  15.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  TIaktkobu, 

New  Orhan^,  January  lo,  iSGS. 


Sie:  It  becomes  my  painful  dutv  to  ivport  to  you  Uie  death  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  MeKean  Buchanan,  who  lost  his 
life  yesterday  (.laiuiary  14)  in  an  attack  upon  the  rebel  steamer 
Cotton  and  the  batteries  erected  at  the  obsiruotionti  in  the  River 
[Bayou]  Teche,     The  Calhoun  lost  also  2  men  and  had  .'i  woimdcd. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Buchanan  was  one  of  our  most  gallant 
and  persevering  young  oiHcers.  He  informed  me  two  days  aj^o  that 
hu  thought  the  enemy  was  about  to  make  an  attack  on  lum  and 
that  he  would  antii-ipate  them.  In  reply  to  my  letter,  in  which  I 
enjoined  upon  him  to  <]o  his  whole  duty  on  this  occasion,  he  assured 
mo  that  1  need  give  myself  no  uneasiness  upon  that  score,  as  they 
had  all  determined  t-o  go  down  rather  than  to  surrender.  It  appears, 
however,  that  he  lost  Yiis  life  bv  pushing  forward,  according  to  Gen- 
eral Weitzel's  acx^oiint^  Um  recklessly,  hut  his  e(Turti<  were  fully  suc- 
cessful, and  dr(»ve  the  enemy  from  nLs  positions,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke  and  General  Weit- 
zel,  copies  of  which  are  hereto  appended.  Our  forces  are  now 
endeavoring  to  pull  up  the  obslrucUons  and  follow  the  CoUon  up 
the  Teche. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAaRAOtTT, 

Bear'Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oj.the  Navy, 


[TVlagrmm.] 

Gunboat  Estrella, 
Bayou  Teche,  January  J4,  1S63, 
Sir:  We  attacked  the  enemy  in  Bayou  Teche  this  morning,  sup- 
port^vl  by  General  Weitzel's  brigade,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them 
away  from  their  positions  at  the  obstructions  after  a  sharp  engage- 
ment of  about  two  hours. 

I  have  to  report  the  death  of  Captain  Buchanan  and  2  of  his  men 
by  Minii?  balls  from  rille  pits;  also  Acting  Master  A.  S.  Wiggin, 
severely  wounded  tlirough  the  shoulder,  and  Acting  Ensign  [H.  I).] 
Foster  through  the  cheek.  The  Calhoun  also  ha<l  5  men  wounded 
by  Minit^  balls.  No  serious  injury'  received  b}*  tiie  ve.ssels.  We  are 
now  endeavoring  to  remove  the  obstructions.  1  will  fomard  to 
you  by  railroad  to-morrow  the  remains  of  Captain  Buchanan. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

A.  P.  CoiJKE, 

Licutenani-C'Ommander^  U.  S.  Navy, 

Rear-Admirul  D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

V,  S,  S.  BaHjord,  off  New  Orleana. 
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LtttoT  f^m  K^or-0«aerftl  B&nki,  U.  8.  Anar,  to  Rear-Umiral  fEm^t,  U.  I,  Vav7, 
ftanoanciag  th»  dtAth  of  Liaataaant-Commuidir  Boehaatii.  V.  S.  Havy. 

New  Orleans.  January  lo,  ISOS. 
My  Dear  Sir:  General  Weitzel  telegraphs  tliat  Lieutenant- 
Coinmunder  Buchanan  whs  kilUnl  Yestrrilay  by  a  shnl  from  a  riJle 
pit.  He  speaks  of  it  a^  the  n»ult  of  a  rash  act  in  advancing — the 
only  fault  of  a  very  brave  and  lionorable  man.  There  were  3  men 
killed  yesterday  and  some  wounded.  I  hope  to  hear  further  to-day 
from  the  general,  and  will  send  3'uu  infurniation. 

The  ariununition  recpiested  by  General  Weitzel  was  forwarded  this 
moniinj^  ut  5  u'rluck.     Steamers  have  also  been  sent  to  Berwick  Bay 
for  transportation  of  his  troops  in  case  of  accident.    • 
\'ery  truiyj  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Maj&r^eneral,  CommandiTig. 
Admiral  Farraoitt. 

U.  S.  »S.  Hartford,  Sew  (Means, 


B«|iart  of  Brigadier-OsnorBl  Woitul,  U.  S.  knaf. 

Headquarters  Reserve  Brigade  ox  the  Field, 

Four  Miles  above  PaUersomnlle,  January  I4,  /A'55. 
Left  Brashear  City  yesterday  at  1 1  o'clock ;  sailed  9  miles  up  Teche, 
cavalry  and  artillery  marching  on  west  bank;  landed  and  niarclied 
up  bayou  2  miles,  'then  bivouacked  within  sight  of  rebel  gunboat 
Cotton.  This  morning  resumed  march  and  threw  skirmishers  on  bank 
of  bayou  to  pick  off  Cotton  gunners;  thej'  did  tliis  in  fine  st^'le,  com- 
pletely silencing  her-  we  aLo  drove  back  and  silenced  small  field  , 
oattery  of  enemy-  Ijieutenant  Commanding  Buchanan  advancing 
too  hastily,  was  killed  by  shot  from  rifle  pit.  Naval  officers  re|X)rt 
it  a  week  a  labor  to  remove  obstructions  on  Teche.  We  are  1  mile 
above  obstructions,  and  in  front  of  us  are  field  fortifications.     We 

f;et  information  of  10  guns,  1.100  infantry,  and  1,000  cavalry.  Our 
OSS  in  skirmishing  yesterday,  1  killed  and  1  wounded;  to-day.  3 
killed  and  14  wounded.  I  setid  list  of  ammunition  required:  For 
|1C.  C]  Bainbridge's  battery,  40  rounds  canister  for  3-inch  rifle;  80 
rounds  percussion  -shell  for  ditto;  280  cilsc  shot  for  ditto;  .500  car- 
tridges nor  ditto;  40  canister  for  light  12-pounder  gun;  250  spherical 
case  for  ditto:  130  Schenkle  shell  f<ir  ditto,  lilled;  130  Schenfcle  shell 
cartridges  for  ditto;  fuzes  and  fiiction  primers  for  above.  If  any 
solid  snot,  send  in  place  of  stnne  spherical  ca.se  for  one  section  of 
12-pounder;  Carruth,  200  fi-pounder  Sawyer  shell,  200  cartridges,  100 
12-pounder  howitzer  shell;  .50  spherical  case  for  ditto;  .'SO  accelerating 
canister.  [A.  W.]  Bradl>ury's  liatt4*ry,  .'{.50  6-pounder  Schenkle  shell, 
filled;  iiO  l2-|H)wnder  howitzer  shell;  4.50  cartridges;  500  friction 
primers.  Please  send  immediately  by  special  train,  so  as  to  reach 
to-morrow^  at  10  o'clock. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  sen'ant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
Brigadier-Q&neral,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Major-General  Banks. 
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Bekwick  Bay  -6  p.m. 
(Received  New  Orleiiiis,  Jiinuiiry  1.^,  lSfi3 — 1*  p.  m.) 
I  have  just  returned.     We  have  aceoiriplished  the  object  of  our 
expedition.     The  C  S.  gunhoat  Cotton  Ik  one  of  the  thinjjs  rhat  were. 
We  lost  4  killed  and  14  wounded.     My  men  beliaved  mugnifieently. 
I  am  reerostiing  the  bay. 

G.  Weitzel. 
Brigadier-Geixeral,  U>  8.  Vohnieers. 

General  N.  P.  Bank.s, 

Comnxaiiding  iJejHtrtment  of  the  Ovlf. 


LUt  of  vannded  from  Barwlek  9^j. 

Fl..\GSHll'    HaKTW)RI>, 

Net!?  Orffans.  Januai-y  W,  ISGS. 
Sir:  The  following  wounded  officer  and  men  from  Berwick  Bay 
were  admitted  into  St.  James  Military  Hospital  last  ni^ht.  viz: 

From  the  Kinsman, — Acting  MaatcrA.  S.  Wiggin,  Mini^  rifle  ball 
through  right  shoulder,  severely. 

From  Calhoun.  -John  Luce,  quartermaster,  shot  in  left  knee, 
severely;  James  WUhams,  seaman,  shot  in  arm;  WiUiara  Adams, 
aeamaii,  shot  in  thigh. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farhaout, 

Commanding  WesUm  Gulf  Blockading  Squadr<m. 


Bsport  of  caioaltisB. 

Flagship  IIartkord, 
New  Orleanjt,  January  '^6,  tS63, 
Sm:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  tailed  and  wounded  in  the  fleet 
during  the  engagement  at  Bayou  Ttniiie  on  tho  Hlh  iiistant,  viz: 

Steamer  Ca&oun. 

/Tiflif*/.— Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  McKean  Buchanan,  shot 
through  the  head;  Willinm  Neilson,  landsman,  shot  with  Miiii^  rifle; 
Cluirles  Davigli,  scamun,  shot  with  Minii^  ride. 

Wounded—  llcnry  D.  Foster,  acting  ensign,  shot  in  chest,  severely; 
William  Adams,  seaman,  shot  in  left  elbow,  severely;  James  Wil- 
liams, seaman,  shot  in  leg.  severely:  John  l^wis,  seaman,  shot  in  leg, 
severely;  George  Perkins,  seaman,  shot  in  spine,  shghtly;  George 
Kiley,  landsman,  shot  in  leg,  shghtly. 
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Steamer  KiMman. 


Wounded.— Acting  Master  A.  S.  Wiggin,  Mini^>  rifle  ball   passed 
through  arm  and  shoulder  joint;  very  severe. 
Tofa/.— Killed,  3:  wounded,  7. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 
FUet  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gvij  Blockading  Squadron. 


IjBtftilcd  report  of  Lienten&at-Oommuidar  Ooo1c»,  U.  8.  Ksvy.  eofflmaDdini;  U.  8.  8.  Bttr«llft. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estreu.a, 

Berwick  Bay,  January  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  liave  to  report  Uml  Tuestlay  morning  the  gunboats  here 
crossed  (loneral  Weitzel's  artillery  and  cavalry  and  ombarked  his 
infantry,  sue  regiments,  carrj-ing  the  latter  to  Pattersonville;  while 
the  former  marched  to  the  same  j)lace. 

We  arrived  there  at  3  o'clock  p.  ni..  "when  the  brigade  w^as  formed 
in  line  of  battle  and  marched  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Teche,  covered 
by  the  gunboats,  unci  there  encamped  for  the  inght,  the  gunboats 
anchoring  in  line  uhefttl. 

At  7  o  clock  next  morning  the  Diana  crossed  the  Eighth  Vermont 
Regiment  to  cover  the  gunboats  on  the  northern  hank  of  the  bayou. 
About  8  o'clock  we  commenced  moving  on  the  enemy's  Dosition, 
the  Kinsman  leading,  the  EstreUa  next,  then  the  Calhoun  ana  Diana. 
Firing  began  alwiut  0,  (he  Kinsman  and  E/itrella  engaging  the  Cotton, 
and  artillery  Httucking  at  same  time.  Wlien  near  the  obstructions 
the  Kinsman  was  fired  into  }>y  rillemen  from  pits  on  the  northern 
bank.  Captahi  Wiggin  engaged  them  with  small  arms,  his  men 
lying  flat  on  deck,  and  the  vessel  receiving  the  Cotton's  fire  at  same 
time.  Here  his  executive  officer,  Mr.  A.  S.  Wiggin,  was  wounded 
by  a  Mini^  ball,  and  his  vessel  struck  five  times  by  the  Cotton.  The 
EittreUa  now  enfiladed  the  rifle  pits  with  grape  and  canister,  engaging 
the  Cotton  also  with  forward  pivot  gun.  Lieutenant  McKay  wonced 
the  battery  with  good  effect.  While  maneuvering  his  vessel  near 
the  ol)slructions  and  endeavoring  to  get  out  of  range  of  the  rifle  pit-Sj 
Captain  Wif^n  liad  a  tori>edo  explode  tmdcr  his  stem,  which,  how- 
ever, did  no  serious  damage.  After  this  the  Kinsman  had  retired 
from  ran^e  of  the  rifle  pits  and  Captain  Buchanan  advanced  to  the 
aame  position.  At  this  time,  about  noon,  the  Cotton  whs  repulsed 
by  our  combine4l  uttack,  but  the  rillemen  continued  to  fire  with  great 
effect  upon  the  Calhnmi.  Hex  men  behaved  very  finely.  As  one 
would  fall  another  nromntly  took  his  place  at  the  guns.  Captain 
Buchanan  was  here  killed;  also  2  of  his  men  and  6  wounded.  Both 
quart ernia-sters  at  the  wheel  were  severely  wounded,  when  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Doteii,  took  the  helm  and  remainea  at  his  post.  The  Kighth 
Vermont  Re^ment  was  now  coming  up,  and  soon  drove  the  riflemen 
from  their  pits,  raptui'ing  some  20  or  30  of  them.  It  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  boats  to  have  dislodged  them.  We  now 
moved  up  to  the  obstructions  and  discovered  another  torpedo  with] 
jB  irire  attached  leading  on  shore.     It  was  carefuUy  removed. 
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In  sounding  the  chtinnol  we  found  it  prettv  effectually  blocked  up, 
and  that  it  would  take  some  timt^  to  clear  (^e  obstructions.  Firing 
was  kept  up  at  inter\'^nls  until  dark  hy  our  tirtillory  and  skinniiihers 
above.  The  Cotton  must  have  suffered  a  great  deal  from  our  artil- 
lery and  sharpshooters.  We  remained  near  the  obstruction  all  night. 
Next  morning  (Thursday),  at  5  o'clock,  a  laree  fire  was  seen  above 
the  point  and  soon  afterwards  one  of  General  Weitzel's  staff  reported 
to  me  that  the  Cotton  was  destro)'ed,  and  the  General  intended  return- 
ing with  his  force  that  nu^ming.  His  cohimn  was  in  motion  ut  10 
o'clock  and.  \^'<^  followed  down  slowly  in  liis  rear.  The  Diana  was 
the  last  vessel  coming  down  and  Kiusnam  next.  They  were  followed 
by  llie  eneni\  's  artiluTy  and  cavalry  and  liri'd  upon  ixcasionally  on 
the  way  down.  We  arrived  at  the  bay  uliout  .5  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  wliole  fortrc  safely  before  midnight. 
Very  resjicctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 
Liexiteixant'Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaoitt, 

FUigshlp  Hartford,  New  Chieans. 


Bztrsct  from  di&rj  of  AoUng  Tliird  AuUt«nt  EiigiD»er  Baird,  IT.  8.  Sktj,  of  tha  V.  9.  t. 

CalboQO. 

January  14,  1S63. — Strong  wind  from  S.  E.  and  some  rain.  The 
Southern  Merchant  starts  back  to  Brashear  about  3  a.  m.  The  Diana 
is  ordered  to  take  troops  up  the  Teche.  and  1  wonder  how  she  is  to 
pass  the  obstructions  at  ('omay's  Bridge.  At  7  we  all  move  up  the 
Teche.  the  Kinjtm/in  ahead;  Mars  is  working  the  engine;  we  had 
agreed  to  relieve  each  other  at  that,  for  the  engine  room  is  small,  two 
would  be  in  the  way;  besides  that,  it  is  the  most  dangerous  place  in 
the  ship,  and  there  is  no  use  in  needless  exposure;  then  I  like  to  see 
what  is  going  on.  Kstrella  followed  close  to  the  Kinsman,  the  Cal- 
houn next.  vVo  began  firing  ut  8.  The  rebel  batteries  on  shore  and 
the  steanier  Cotton  firing  on  us.  Directly  a  torpedo  exploded  under 
the  stern  of  the  KiTutman,  unshipping  her  rudder,  and  a  sharpshooter 
from  a  rifle  pit  on  shore  shot  Acting  Master  Wi^gin  (brother  of  the 
captain  of  the  Kinsman)  in  the  shoulder.  'The  Kin»man  then  backed 
off  down  the  bavou  and  Wi^in  reported  it  to  Buchanan  as  he  passed, 
but  Buchanan  had  seen  and  understood  the  explosion.  I  was  then 
standing  beside  Buchanan  on  the  upper  deck,  in  fnmt  of  the  pilot 
hou.se.  The  pilot,  M.,  an<l  the  two  quartermasters,  Jenkins  and 
Leww,  were  in  the  pilot  house.  The  RsfttUa  was  an  iron  vessel,  with 
sides  heavy  enough  to  .stop  a  musket  ball,  and  at  least  conceal  her 
men.  It  was  the  intention  of  Buchanan,  as  he  said  to  me,  to  force 
the  obstructions  and  follow  up  the  steamer  Cotton,  no  be  ordered 
Captain  A.  P.  Cooke  to  go  ahead  up  to  the  obstruction,  and  Cooke 
replied,  "The  rifle  j)its  line  the  shore,"  but  made  no  move.  The 
Estrella  was  then  drifting  down.  Buchanan  then  sai<l:  "Then  move 
out  of  the  wav  and  I  will  go.'*  The  Calhoun's  forward  and  a'fter 
<leck.s  were  flush,  no  bulwarks  except  right  on  the  bow  at  the  anchors; 
her  gun's  crews  were  necessarily  exposed.  Mars  was  working  the 
engine  wheel  .slow,  under  <tne  bell;  the  helm  was  a  Hltle  a-port. 
Buchanan  held  the  spyglass  to  his  eye,  looked  on  tike  obstructions, 
repeated  what  ho  saw,  and  told  oio  to  verity,  wbicU  L  (^A.   "^  ^^^  v 
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rpmember  the  wrpck  of  the  bridge,  the  little  steamboat,  the  flatboat 
load  of  bricks,  the  big  logs  that  looked  like  live  oak,  etc.  Directly 
the  rep<»rtvS  of  rifles  fnnn  the  pits,  probably  150  feet  away,  raiiK  out. 
Buchanan  exclaimed,  **Oh,  God!"  The  glaiJs  weiil  over  his  shouUier. 
I  suppose  in  lii.s  effort  to  raise  his  hands  to  his  head  he  had  thrown  it. 
He  fell  like  an  ox,  and  as  he  fell  1  saw  a  blood  spot  the  size  of  a  half 
dollar  in  front  of  his  right  ear  and  from  it  the  blood  began  to  !low. 
So  quick  was  it  all  that  the  spot  was  visible  to  me  before  the  blood 
came.     I  was  right  at  hLs  side;  he  was  directly  between  me  and  the 

frits,  and  liud  that  ball  mi.ssed  him  it  would  have  hit  mt^in  the  ne<?k, 
iir  I  was  a  little  taller  than  he  was.  Quart^rmastor  Lewis  was 
struck  in  the  leg  and  Perkinw  in  the  back,  and  as  I  stepped  back 
behind  the  pilot  Iiouhc  for  urolwtion,  both  Lewis  and  Perkins 
tumbled  out  on  deck  and  lay  down  behind  the  little  deck  house;  the 
pilot  ran  aft  and  escaped.  I  observed  the  siiip  had  run  her  bow 
ashore  on  the  side  wherc^  the  rille  pits  were.  I  observed  our  fire  was 
much  slower.  1  noticed  the  Eighth  Vermont  Kegiment  advancing 
on  the  rille  pits  slowly,  so  slowly  I  ran  and  got  behind  the  ventilator 
on  the  port  side,  where  1  could  call  to  Mars  in  the  engine  room.  I 
told  him  the  situation,  and  to  bock  her.  He  did  so,  and  she  backed 
to  the  other  side  and  her  stern  grounded  and  the  current  swept  her 
around  imtil  she  headed  towanl  the  pits.  Wo  then  went  ahead  a 
couple  of  turns;  she  lloated  and  soon  drifted  out  of  ran^e.  They 
had  wounded  the  handsome  Foster,  killed  Daverick,  Neilson,  and 
Lewis,  and  wounded  Brov^^n,  Foster,  I.<enis,  Perkins,  Adams,  Williams, 
Riley,  and  May.  A  spent  ball  lut  my  leg.  Wliile  I  was  behind  that 
ventilator,  directing  the  movement  of  the  vessel,  the  rebels  evidently 
discovered  me,  because  they  struck  that  ventilator  in  wake  of  mv  body 
tive  times.  One  bullet  penetrated  the  ventilator  on  one  si^e,  but 
failed  to  come  through  the  other  side,  or  it  would  have  hit  me  in  the 
breast.  The  only  steam  gauge  we  had  was  shot  away;  a  musket  ball 
was  embedded  in  the  iron  of  the  steam  drum.  The  woodwork  was 
riddled  with  bullets.  I  went  down  on  the  gun  deck  pretty  well 
scared.  Jordan  was  working  the  forward  battt^ry ;  his  men  would  get 
under  cover  and  make  sorties  to  load,  train,  ana  fire.  T  saw  Jordan 
with  a  pair  of  horse  pistols.  lie  stepped  out  from  behind  the  hog 
frame,  turned  his  back  to  the  riile  pits,  and  fired.     *     *     * 

The  Eighth  Vermont  He^ment  nad  chained  the  pits  and  the  rebs 
were  running,  so  I  singled  out  a  reb  and  emptied  my  revolver.  *  *  * 
It  was  ab4>ut  10  ochw^k  when  the  Yankee  soldiei-s  charged  the  rifle 
pits,  but  we  fired  until  about  1 1.15  as  the  rebel  artillery  and  the  J .  A. 
Cotton  were  still  engaged,  but  the  Cotton  was  Hring  then  on  the 
soldiers.     *     *     * 

January  /5.— Report  comes  from  the  signal  oflicers  of  the  anny 
that  the  ret>els  have  blown  up  the  J .  A.  Cotton  to  prevent  her  falling 
into  our  hamls. 
Our  forces  have  reached  Franklin,  [I^.],  by  land,  after  a  bard  fight. 


ExtraeU  froin  tbo  B«port  of  Brig«di«r-0«D«r>.l  W«itx*l,  U.  B.  Army,  oommBoding  exptditioB. 

IiEADQUARTEIU>    Uf.HRRVE    BrIOAPB, 

Camp  Stexyem,  La.,  January  IS,  186$. 
Oolonbl;  Having  during  the  whole  of  week  before  last  heard 
reports  from  different  sources  that  the  enemy  was  meditating  an 
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attack  on  mv  forces  at  Berwick  Bay,  and  that  he  was  increasing  the 
annament  of  the  rebel  gunboat./.  -1.  Cotton,  both  in  caliber  and  num- 
ber, and  knowing  that  thts  ^inboat  wouJd  be  a  very  large  element 
in  the  attack,  I  considered  it  my  duty,  in  cooperation  with  our  gunboat 
rteet  in  Berwick  Bay.  under  Oeutenant-Commander  T.  McK.  Buch- 
anan, to  make  an  expedition  to  capture,  destroj",  or  cause  to  be 
destroyed,  tills  gunboat. 

I  foiicentrated  all  my  troops  for  the  expedition.     *     *     * 

On  Tiiosday  morning  at  3  o'chM-k  the  gunboats  commenced  cross- 
ing the  artillerv  and  cavalry  and  rompleted  it  at  I0.:i0  ochwk,  and 
then  took  on  Loard  all  the  infantry.  The  whole  force  was  disem- 
barked and  formed  in  line  of  battle  at  Patters«mville.  Lieutenant- 
Coniniuiulor  Buclianan  then  made  a  reconnoissance,  and  upon  his 
return  I  advanced  my  whole  fon-e  to  Lyncli's  Point  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  under  cover  of  the  gunboatj^. 

Next  morning  I  threw  the  Kighth  Vermont  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Bayou  Toeho.  tu  clear  that  bank  of  riflemen  and  other  land  forces  that 
might  be  there,  and  advaiii^ed  my  line  on  the  west  bank  to  attack 
the  Cotton,  which  was  in  sight.  Before  starting  T  directed  the  colonel 
of  the  Eighth  Vernn)nt  to  rail  for  60  volunteers  to  move  right  up  to 
the  Cotton  on  the  east  hank  and  shoot  doftTi  her  gunners.  I  directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Babcock,  of  the  Seventy-fifth  New  York,  to  call 
for  the  same  number  of  volunteers  to  do  the  same  on  the  west  bank. 

Soon  after  starting,  the  gunboats,  wliich  were  aliead,  engaged  the 
Cotton,  my  line  steadily  advancing.  As  soon  as  the  Seventy-fifth 
New  Yorlc  was  within  supporting  distance  of  the  Cotton  a  portion  of 
her  regular  line  of  skirmishers  and  the  volunteers  attacked  her, 
Hliot  down  everyone  in  sight,  and  completelv  silenced  her.  At  the 
same  time  Captain  Bainbridge  was  enfilading  ner  from  the  main  road, 
and  Carruth  and  Bradbury,  en  ilchelon,  on  plantation  roads  running 
parallel  to  the  main  road,  were  firing  at  lier  broadside.  The  Eighth 
Vermont  came  un  on  the  east  bnuK  as  quickly  as  possible,  drove 
the  enemy  from  nis  rifle  pits  and  the  cavalry  which  was  supporting 
these  riflemen,  and  took  41  prisoners,  including  a  lieutenant.  The 
tliiee  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  with  its  mfantiy  and  cavalry 
support  on  the  werit  Itank,  were  driven  back  by  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Soventy-fiftli  New  York  and  my  light  batteries.  At  the  same 
time  the  gunboats  were  iiring  at  the  Cotton  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
Cotton  stood  this  terrible  fire  bravely  for  some  time,  then  commenced 
retreating  slowly.  After  getting  out  of  range  she  came  back,  but 
was  again  repulsed,  and  after  that  there  was  anXy  slight  skirmishiug 
betWfH'ii  the  land  forces  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Next  morning  before  daybreak,  and  before  we  ct)uld  rorninence 
removing  the  of>Ktrucli4>ns  fn  the  bayou,  the  Cotton  was  reported  on 
lirt*.  She  Imd  been  swung  acn>.ss  the  bayou  and  burned,  ho  that 
her  hull  might  serve  as  a  further  obstruction. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  thus  been  accomi)Iished,  I 
iimuediatel^'  ordered  the  return,  and  arrived  here  Friday  night  with 
my  whole  command. 

We  captured  al)out  50  prisoners  (including  I  lieutenant)  and 
several  horses.  We  lost  1  lieutenant  and  5  privates  killed  and  2 
noncommissioned  officers  and  25  privates  wounded. 

The  gunlwat  (lect,  commanded  ny  the  brave  and  lamented  Buch- 
anan, consisted  of  the  Calhoun,  Lieutenant[-Couuuaiider\  R\i.'i'a».\s»xv 
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commanding  (and  since  liis  death  b^'  Acting  Master  M.  Jordan) ;  thd 

gunl)t)at  EstreJla,  Lieutenant-ronimaiuler  A.  P.  Cooke;  the  gunboat 
Kiiiitman,  Acting  Volunteer  ljitMit4'Mant  Oixirge  Wiggiu,  and  the 
gunboat  Diana,  Acting  Master  K.  S.  Goodwin.  All  of  these  gallant 
officers  and  the  brave  oHicers  and  men  under  them  did  their  duty 
bravely  and  well.  They  crossed  and  recrossed  my  whole  command 
over  Berw  ick  Bay  without  a  single  accident,  and  covered  n»y  advance 
and  manh  on  tlie  return  in  the  most  handsome  manner. 

Lieutenant  [James  E.]  Whiteside,  of  the  Seventy-fifth  New  York, 
bravely  led  his  volunteers;  went  up  to  the  banks  opposite  the  CotUm 
and  ordered  them  to  haul  down  her  (lag.  He  was  immediately 
fatally  shot,  but  before  dying  ordered  his  men  to  keep  on  and  take 
the  afiip. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant , 

G.  Wkitzel, 
Brigadier-GenenU,  U.S.  Vohintrers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ricuard  H.  Irwin, 

Adjuiant-Oejieral,  Depatiment  o/  tJip  Guij,  New  OrUaiis,  La. 


Gexebal  Order,  [  Flaoahip  Hartford, 

No.  1.  \  New  Orleans,  January  16,  1S6S. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  M.  Buchanan 
will  take  place  this  morning  at  10:30  from  the  ferr^'  wharf,  foot  of 
Canal  street. 

Such  officers  of  this  squadron  as  can  be  spared  from  duty  on  board 
these  respective  vessels  will  be  required  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  this  brave  and  honored  officer,  who  met  hm  death  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  dutv. 
Dress:  Service  undress. 

[D.  G.  Farraout,] 

Hear-Admirdl, 


Byaopui  of  report  of  Liontanuit  WincbtiMr,  0.  S.  Army. 

Otarters  Paries'  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 
Camp  Bisfand,  Bayou  Teche,  La.,  Fehnianj  19,  1S69. 

Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that,  having  forwarded  a  detailed 
report  of  the  late  action  (January  14)  on  the  TtH-he  to  brigade  liead- 
quarters,  I  now  submit  a  synopsis  there<tt  for  vour  intorniation. 
This  battcrj'  took  position  liere  under  orders  (\&W<\  January  13. 
Karlj'  on  Die  morning  of  the  14th  the  left  section  (two  IJ-pounder 
bronze  field  howitzers),  under  First  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester, 
proceeded  down  tbe  main  bayou  road  and  got  in  hatteiy  just  iu  time 
to  protect  the  C.  S.  gunboat  J.  A.  Coffon,  whose  gunners  and  pilots 
had  left  their  posts,  they  hein^  imable  to  stand  t-lie  hoi  fire  of  the 
Yankee  sharpsliootcrs.  Here  tlu'  left  section  dispers«*d  the  Yankees 
and  enabled  the  gunboat,  that  hud  swung  iii;iiiiist  the  bank  of  the 
bavou,  to  become  manapeable  and  retire  up  tnc  Tetdie. 

The  left  section  remained  then'  until  it  liai]  exhausted  all  its  can- 
ister— 20  rounds.     It  then  fell  bock  to  its  original  position  on  the 
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right  of  the  earthworks  of  Bfttt<»ry  Kiisplwr,  and  about  4  o'clock 
p.  m.  dislodged  the  entire  force  or  the  eueiny  from  the  shelter  of 
tl»e  Bethel  residence  and  negro  quarters  by  the  dischar^  of  40 
rounds  of  spherical  case. 

The  center  section  (two  O-Jjoundcr  bronze  smoothbore  puns), 
under  Second  Lieutenant  Osrar  Oaudet,  stationed  in  the  open  lield 
t-o  the  right  of  the  hayou,  about  12  o'clock  ni.  dispersed  an  advancing 
Yankee  cohimn  and  a  section  of  artillery  by  the  discharge  of  19 
spherical  case.  This  section  was  soon  after  ordered  to  cntss  Bayou 
Tcche  and  report  t-o  Colonel  I^»opold  (L.)  Annant,  conimanding 
Eif;hteenth  Rej^nnent  Lnnisiona  Infantry  Volunteers,  where  it 
remained  until  t)ie  Federals  retired. 

The  ri»i;ht  .section  (two  :l-incb  Parrott  riUeji!)  to()k  position  in  this 
loptification  and  played  on  the  enemy:  first  on  this  bank  of  the  bayou 
and  then  on  the  other,  alt<?mately,  at  intervals  during  the  day,  ter- 
minating with  seven  shot^i  on  the  evening  of  the  I5tn  of  January. 
The  rifle  sertion  fired  a  total  of  40  fuze  sliell. 

Casualties:  Three  men  slightly  woiinded,  '2  liorses  slightly  wounded 
and  1  fatAlly. 

I  am*,  very  pespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  V.  Winchester, 
Firnt  LteuteTuint,  Senior,  Commanding  Farias'  Battery. 

Captain  T.  A.  Karies. 

Cvmuianding  Baitery. 


Extract  ftom  tho  Boutoa,  Tax.,  Tri-WssUy  Tvlsgraph.  Fcbrnu-y  2.  18B3. 
('.  S.  gunboat  J.  A.  Cotton  htimt. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant  a  lai^e  Federal  force  was 
reported  t«  be  advancing  both  by  land  and  water  to  attack  our 
troops  stationed  about  12  niilcfi  bel<»w  Franklin.  The  report  proved 
to  be  correct,  for  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  they  were  encamped  upon  the 
plantation  of .).  M.  Carnentier,  and  two  of  their  much-dreaded  gxm- 
boat.s  were  michored  Ijrlow  the  ubstrurtions  at  Cornay'-s  bridge. 

At  about  S  o'<lork  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  their  intention 
was  announced  by  a  rapiil  tiring  from  their  gunboats,  ami  it  was  evi- 
dent that  they  bad  not  come,  as  usual,  t<i  feel  for  our  pOf^ition,  but 
to  meet  us  face  to  fare.  Owing  to  the  superior  range  of  their  guns, 
Ihc  batteries  of  (he  Cotton  did  not  at  first  reply  to  their  salutations; 
but  as  they  neared  the  obstructions  the  deep  thunder  of  our  heavy 
gims  tremf>led  on  the  wind,  and  we  knew  that  the  game  had  ceased 
to  be  altogether  on  one  side.  For  hours  the  roar  of  artillery  waa 
almost  iueessant,  and  the  liigh  wind  wltieli  had  been  prevailing 
seemed  frightened  into  silence. 

It  was  evident  in  a  very  short  time  that  our  fire  from  the  Cotton 
was  telling  seriously  upon  the  enemy's  vessels.  The  Grey  Cloud, 
which  was  the  fu-st  to  attack,  was  discovered  to  have  drifted  broad- 
side across  the  bayou,  in  which  condit  on  she  remained,  receiving 
broadside  upon  broadside  without  replying  from  her  batteries.  At 
this  juncture  the  Estreiki  was  seen  to  approach  her  and  remain  some 
time  by  her  side.    The  EstreUa  then  retired  a  short  distance,  keepini^ 
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under  cover  of  the  Grey  Cloud,  and  took  up  a  position  which  enabled 
her  to  throw  her  fire  from  behind  the  latter^  whose  shot^  thereafter 
were  but  few  and  inefTectivc. 

Surely  Providence  was  with  us  in  this  iirtillerv  dupl.  Our  shots 
were  frequently  seen  to  phinge  into  their  side-s,  ut  one  time  with  such 
effect  as  to  cause  tlie  rrew  of  the  (rrey  Cloud  to  abandon  her  gun  decks, 
wliilc  tlie  enemy's,  tliou^h  frequently  striking  us,  inflicted  no  real 
damage  whatever. 

About  10  o'clock  u.  m.  it  was  discovered  that  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy's  infantrj-  were  advancing  in  such  a  manner  that  their 
extreme  left  would  Hunk  the  Cottnn.  These  regiments  were  supported 
by  batteries  of  lieldpioces.  Upon  perceiving  this,  the  Cottons  springs 
were  cut  and  tlie  order  given  to  back  un  the  bayou  to  be  in  line  witli 
our  land  forties.  The  movenieuts  of  tlie  enemy  were  so  ranid  that 
they  were  s4Min  upon  the  very  l>aiiks  of  the  baytm,  fu'ing  volley  after 
volley  tipon  our  gun  decks,  and  sweeping  the  men  from  (he  Imtleries. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Lieutenant  Stevens,  of  the  Confed- 
erate Navy,  fell,  fighting  like  a  hero,  brave  as  a  lion,  and  calm  and 
inunovable  as  the  very  statue  of  silence.  The  loss  of  such  men,  while 
deeply  mourned  bj-  individuals,  should  clothe  a  whole  nation  in  sad- 
ne-ss.  The  monuments  they  merit  are  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, more  enduring  than  tlic  shaft  which  pierceth  to  the  clouds. 

At  this  time,  too,  was  wounded  our  brave  captain  of  ihe  Cotton. 
Shot  through  both  arms,  the  purple  tide  of  life  gushing  from  hia 
wounds,  be  stood  like  granite  at  his  post,  nor  left  it  until  liis  boat 
was  moored  in  line  with  our  advanced  troops  on  land.  He  was  then 
removed  to  the  steamer  Gosmmer,  to  be  transported  to  Franklin,  and 
Lieutenant  E.  T.  King  assumed  command. 

The  heutenant,  after  the  removal  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
directed  the  Cotton  once  more  toward  the  scene  of  action.  While 
advancing  in  this  direction  several  batteries,  which  were  concealed 
upon  the  banks,  opened  upon  this  boat  with  a  heavy  fire,  almost  every 
shot  striking  her.  Iter  cabin  was  riddle<l  with  bulls.  l)Ut  the  iron 
over  her  nuirliinerv  pi-oved  the  efficacy  of  such  a  defense,  for  their 
.shots  made  .scarcely  an  impression  upon  it.  It  is  certain  that,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  the  Cotton  was  as  formidable  after  the  engage- 
ment as  if  she  had  never  sustained  the  tire  of  the  enemy. 

Kintling  that  he  could  not  reply  with  effect  to  the  land  batteries, 
and  tliere  being  no  support  on  shore,  Lieuteniinl  King  retunie*!  to 
the  position  lie  had  occupied  when  taking  command.  The  loss  of 
the  Cotton  i.s  as  follows: 

KilJfd. — Lieutenant  IT.  K.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Navy;  Corjwral  V.  Gau- 
trenu,  jirivates  J.  A.  Chesnut,  O.  A.  Fleurot,  J.  B.  Melancon. 

Wf»tndfd-  Cap t&in  E.  W.  Fuller,  in  both  arms:  Lieutenant  E. 
Montague,  in  the  side;  Sergeants  F.  De  la  Rue.  J.  Gautreau,  iu  the 
side,  and  D.  Como.  in  the  hand.  Privates  J.  C.  Bishop  and  R.  J. 
Hankin»,  in  the  foot;  F.  DevilUer,  J.  A.  Hickman,  in  the  head. 

Cohinei  McWaters,  of  the  Second  Louisiana  Cavalry,  was  als4)  kilU<d, 
near  the  residence  of  Colonel  Bethel,  and  his  remains  have  been  taken 
t<»  Alexandria  for  interment,  We  arc  unable  to-day  (Monday)  to 
give  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  land  forces,  but  it  waa 
very  triffinp:,  not  exceeding  10.  it  is  believed,  all  told.  Up  to  the 
present  writing— Sunday,  1  oVh>ck  p.  in. — we  are  unable  in  learn 
the  enemy's  loss.     This  closes  the  history'  of  the  battle  on  the  14th. 
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Since  that  day  there  has  been  no  fighting  beyond  occasional  skir- 
mishes. Tlio  enemy  have  retreated  to  BenWck  Bay.  What  are 
their  intentions  for  the  future  in  regard  to  this,  tlie  fairest  portion 
of  our  Stale?  The  red  blaze  of  ineemliarism.  the  Hrnohlerin^  ruins 
which  mark  their  backward  march,  wouJd  seem  to  indicate  that  they 
nre  about  to  abandon  this  section  and  seek  to  leave  cruel  remem- 
brances of  their  fanatical  hate  behind  theip.  Among  the  houses 
destroyed  on  this  side  of  the  bayou  we  notice  those  of  Colonel  P.  C 
Bethel.  Mr.  A.  A.  KuseUer,  and  Mr.  Numa  Cornay. 

Our  forces  were  commanded  by  Bricadier-General  ^Ufred  Mouton, 
and  those  nf  the  enemy  by  (leneral  Weitzel  and  Commander  T.  M. 
Buchanan,  the  latter  of  whom  was  killed.  The  Yankees,  in  the  words 
of  the  brave  Captain  Fuller  (the  Paul  Jones  of  the  South),  fought 
Uke  tigers,  and  exhibited  feats  of  great  daring  and  braverj*.  Thev 
were  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  Cotton  thai  the  word  of  eomnianJ, 
"OhU(|ue,  march!"  was  distinctly  understood  when  our  batt^jry, 
placed  on  her  hurricane  deck,  let  fly  its  mi.ssih's  of  death  at  their 
advancing  cohimns,  which  were  decimated  by  the  unerring  aim  of 
our  expert  gunners. 

The  Cotton,  which  had  become  the  pet  and  pride  of  our  community; 
the  Cotton,  which  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  personal  property  among 
us.  is  no  more.  After  having  fought  witli  unparalleled  success  in 
more  than  one  engagement  all  the  gtinboats  the  enemy  could  bring 
against  Iter;  baptized  in  blood  that  welled  from  the  liearts  of  the 
noblest  and  the  bravest  in  the  land;  in^•inciblc  to  her  enemies,  the 
idol  of  her  friends,  one  stroke  of  the  mighty  pen  has  swept  into  anru- 
hilation  what  tempests  of  shot  and  shell  and  fire  had  failed  to  scathe. 
She  now  lies  a  gloomy  wreck  upon  the  water,  though  losl  and  aban- 
done<l,  defiant  in  her  loneliness,  and  still,  as  she  was  when  afloat,  a 
hairier  to  tlie  advance  of  her  foe. 

Is  there  blame  to  be  attached  to  anyone  for  this  destruction  of  our 
means  of  defense?  (^an  it  be  explained  why  there  was  no  concert 
of  action  upon  the  part  of  our  land  and  water  forces?  We  are  no 
warrior,  nor  do  we  seek  to  constitute  ourselves  a  tribunal  to  attach 
censure  to  anyone:  but  surely  where  such  tremendous  effects  are 
remarked  there  must  have  been  causes  for  their  production.  Irft  the 
matter  he  thoroughly  sifted  by  the  constituted  powers,  and  let  those 
who  are  "weighed  m  the  bahiiice  and  found  wanting"  be  placed 
among  the  lights  of  the  comnmnity. 


r 
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Leiier  from  Rear-Admiral  Farramit,  U.  S.  Natm,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U,  S,  Navy,  comnKindtng  off  Ualveston,  regarding  general  mtiilers. 

Fi-AO«HTP  Hartford, 
Neu;  Orleans,  January  J,5,  1863. 
Dear  ConnfODORE:  I  received  your  sad  intelligence  last  evening, 
by  a  dispatch  from  the  South  West  1'as.s,  of  the  loss  ot  the  Uatteras. 
I  was  sadly  grieved  for  the  loss  of  vessel,  ofhcers,  and  men.  Inde- 
pendent ot  all  other  considerations,  1  can  badly  spare  them.  Still, 
nad  she  been  taken  in  the  capture  of  Galveston,  it  would  not  thus 
have  grieved  me.  but  I  fear  it  has  given  the  enemy  .'io  much  time 
to  prepare  for  you  that  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  double  the  loss  of 
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life  to  rerapturo  it  from  what  it  would  have  done  on  last  Saturday. 
I  regretted  that  I  could  not  ^ot  the  Owaseo  off  sooner.  I)ut  you  know 
how  diificidt  it  i.s  Ui  get  thpni  all  ready  for  sea.  The  lillle  steamer 
E/ttrelfa,  just  as  I  was  ^ettin^  hv-r  off.  was  looked  upon  as  an  abso- 
lute necessity  in  Berwick  Bfty.  1  received  notice  that  the  enemy 
was  preparing  with  a  number  of  cotton  boat*  to  attack  ours,  in  Ibc 
Galveston  style,  by  bo^irding.  and  Buchanan  very  properly  deter- 
mined to  anticipate  thetn,  which  he  did  yesterday,  and  although  the 
effort  was  successful  in  drawing  thern  from  their  batteries  and  the 
Cotton  up  the  river,  still  it  was  a  sad.  sad  result,  because  it  lost  mo 
one  of  the  most  galhint  yonn^  oflicers  I  had  in  my  comnumd.  Buch- 
anan was  killed  l»v  a  Minl<'  nlle  and  will  be  interred  here  to-morrow, 
but  I  still  hope  that  our  combined  forces  will  capture  the  Cotton  and 
some  other  steatners  in  Berw  ick  Bay  or  the  tributary  waters. 

As  soon  as  that  is  accomplished,   the  Sa*:hetn  repairt'd,  uiiil  the 
Barrataria  ready,  we  will  have  abimdance  of  light'-draft  vessels  for  the 
surroundings  o(  New  Orleans,  but   the  soldiers  apiwar  s<»  unwilling 
that  any  of  these  vessels  shoidd  be  withdrawn  that  Weitzel  has  made 
a  protest  against  it.  and  I  am  therefore  cnnipelled  to  comply  with 
the  general's  wishes,  hence  you  have  not  received  the  Kstrtlla,  as  waa 
anticipated,  but  I  still  thought  that  six  boat«  would  be  ample  for  all      ^ 
your  work,  and  I  tlicrefore  return  3'ou  i\w  Itasca  with  the  Katahdin^^^^ 
It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  fr4)m  the  S.  and  W.  ever  since  the  .Veaselai^l 
crossed  the  bar. 

I  have  sent  th»  TennrJtHee  off  this  morning  with  offieial  notices  to 
all  the  blockading  fleet  as  far  as  Key  West,  and  directed  Hitchcock 
to  send  the  Onrida  or  CuuUt  to  Key  West  for  that  purpose,  also  to 
trj'  and  intercept  the  Alrwama  or  (Jreto,  as  the  ca.se  may  be.  Some 
think  it  is  the  latter. 

Since  writing  the  above  the  steamer  Cotton  is  burned  by  the  enemy. 
I  found  on  the  arrival  of  the  Clijtou  that  her  bow  rudder  was  again 
carried  away  and  the  river  current  is  so  seeming  strong  that  its  repair 
is  att«nded  with  great  dillJcidty.  added  U>  wliich  her  crew  are  so  com- 
pletely demoralized  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  send  her  back  t-o 
you  as  an  efficient  vessel.  I  shall  therefore  have  t.o  send  you  two 
of  the  gunboats — Itattca  and  Kafahdin,  You  lose  by  t.luB  exchange 
a  powemil  battery^  but  the  Clifton  has  no  protection  eUher  for  boUeis. 
machinery,  or  men.  and  under  the  circumstances,  unless  she  could 
[go]  right  into  the  harbor,  I  deem  it  useless  to  send  her.  Wishing 
you  every  success, 

I  remain,  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraout. 

Commodore  Bki.l,  IL  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Bmr- Admiral  Farragui,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  AJden, 
U.  S.  Navy,  rejfrrin^  in  the  Ions  nj  th*  U.  S.  S.  Hattems  and  opera- 
tions in  Bayov  Tecke. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Nfw  Orhans,  Janunnj  15,  1863, 

Captain:  I  have  just  received  your  report  of  the  reconnoissance, 
made  by  Commandar  Caldwell,  ana  I  am  glad  to  find  tliey  have  only! 
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1ft  ^ns  instead  of  30,  as  wbs  formorly  rpportod.  Your  oil  will  he 
st-nt  up  ill  iho  KaUihdin,  and  Commodore  Morris  is  clmrtpring  a  coal 
vessel  to  CO  up. 

The  coal  for  the  t'ssejr  is  at  DonaUisonville.  I  tliink  tiie  gunboats 
can  carry  it  up  to  her:  it  is  all  in  haes.  We  are  verifying  the  old  rule, 
that  misfort.unfs  ^teKloui  come  singly.  We  have  just  received  news 
of  (he  deHtrurtion  of  tin*  flathraN  hy  tlie  Ahifmin-i.  orsome  stieh  craft, 
olT  Galveston.  Ijieutenarit-Cmninnncier  Koe  will  tell  you  all  the 
]>Hrliculai-s.  We  have  also  had  a  success  in  the  Teche,  if  such  a  thing 
can  1)€  called  a  success  hy  which  we  lost  Lieutenant-Commandei* 
T3nchrtnan  and  several  men.  but  he  drove  the  Cotton  and  their  land 
forces  frrjHi  the  hamcades,  and  arc  now  pulling  them  up.  and  I  trust 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  daj's  they  will  destr^iy  or  oai)ture  Iho 
Cotfoii.  \  .sent  the  Tt-nntftsee  to-day  round  t^>  Pensacola  with  dis- 
patches to  give  notice  of  the  Aiahama's  l>eing  in  the  Gulf,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  on  their  guard. 

Tsendthe  Kotahdin  up  U)  you  and  wish  you  to  send  me  the  Itasca 
down,  as  I  want  her  In  replace  the  Hutteras.  with  (jimmodore  Bell. 
I  desire  liim  to  have  (>  p.mhoftt.s;  be  lius  4  now  and  I  will  send  the 
Ciiftoit  and  Itasca  tlown  U»  [lini. 

Very  rejipectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Faura«iit, 

Hear- Admiral, 

Commander  J.  Au>en, 

Oominandinf}  V.  S.  Natxtl  Forcen,  off  Baton  Rouge, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Fatraaut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Tliiche.oeky 

V.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleaim,  January  to,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  with  my  <lispalch  to  Admiral 
Bailey  and  deliver  the  same,  then  return  to  ufT  (he  Passes  and  lele- 
ernpfi  to  me  the  ro8\ilt^     Ou  your  way  you  will  keen  a  good  lookout 
tor  rebel  steamer  -.'ifO,  now  siipposed  to  fie  in  the  Gulf. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Rear-Admiral, 

I  hewvrith  enclose  a  blank  order  which  yon  w-ill  fill  up  either  with 
the  name  of  the  ((unniander  ol"  the  R   R.  iUtyier,  or  of  the  Onrida, 
whichever  you  can  hest  spare,  and  dispatch  at  onc«. 
I  have  ordered  the  ('oforado  oiF  Mobile. 
If  the  CuyUr,  you  will  let  her  take  two  32s  from  the  Potom^ie. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragdt, 

Rear-Admiral, 
Commodore  U.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Commandiny  Blockading  Forc^. 


H    ft    K  — VUL    \'J- 
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Vesarls  oj  ihr  hhckade  off  Mobile  leavhuf  for  and  returning  from  Pen- 

mcoUij  etc. 


VM«el 


l)Rt«  Ol  IfBTtOK. 


I  1863. 

AmoBtook Jutuanr  16 

Fcbni«n'  33 

Kanawha Junuao'  ■*■  (for  Ship  lelaiid).. 

I  Juiiiuo'  ^-J 

'  .luiuurjrui  (torBblp  Isl«n<l). 
Febnwry  1  or  2 


Kcnn«l>M ,  IlecembDr  3t . 


jwr. 


Dftte  tt  mum. 


January  23. 
¥thnmry  26. 
Janiiiiry  1ft 
Janiur;  37 
FrtnTiaty  1, 
Februafy  &. 


1663. 


DncffmNir  ZT. 


1862. 


romhontu. 


roioMna. 

E'IdoIh..., 


I^fkHwannn. 
n   Il.Ciivkr. 


Januaor  30 Kfbmary  IS. 

I>Memtwr29<for8biplaluud} Jaiiu«r)'4. 

1803. 

January  13 ... f  ■..•.,  January  IB. 

February  1 February  7. 

Pehniary  as Harrba 

Jaiitury  33 ,. Janiiarj'  31. 

January  17 '  Januar)-2U 

January  27 .J  jamiAr>-  30. 

Fehnmrj-  2& Fe1iniarj-27. 

March  15 _' 

FebnikTTU » _ March  4. 

, Uareh  8  (frwn  Key  Weit). 


Escape*  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Flm^ida  from  MohiU,  January  16,  tS63. 


BeporC  of  Beur-Admiral  Farragntt  U.  S.  Kavy. 


No.  Ifi.] 


Fi^osHip  Hartford, 
AVw  Orleanitf  Jnmian/  19,  tSSS. 
Silt:  It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  report  tlip  rmming  out  of  the 
Orf.fo  from  Mobile.  As  you  will  ]>errpive  bv  the  report  otljiout-eDant- 
Comnuiruier  Temple,  wlien  iftst  seen  tlie  U.  Ifi.  Cuyler  was  within  ftl>oiit 
4  mitca  of  her,  both  scudding  in  a  gale  of  wind,  l>ut  with  even'  sail  set 
they  could  cam,';  and  had  Captain  Hazard,  in  the  Oneida,  obeyed  hia 
orders  and  chased  also  tliere  wouUi  have  been  but  little  doubt  uf  her 
eai)ture:  as  it  I.s,  I  fear  for  the  result.  Tlie  CuyftT  is  a  frail  vessel,  with 
her  muobinery  all  (wpoM^d.  and  lier  battery  not  quite  e(|ual  to  that  of 
the  Oreto;  slifl  I  have  faith  In  Commniider  Emmons,  from  his  anxiety 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  the  290,  and  his  pnunptness  in  this  chase,  but  my 
fears  are  that  both  vessels  will  be  destroyed  in  yueh  a  sea  if  Commander 
Emmons  runs  the  Oreio  down,  which  I'feel  assured  he  will  do. 

The  Oneida  has  gone  to  Key  West,  and,  in  pursuit  of  the  ^f/0,  back 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississip])i  in  the  track  of  our  vessels.  A.s  soon 
as  Captain  Hazard  reports  tt>  nie  I  shall  hrinj;  liiui  l>eforo  a  court. 
I  have  to  re|>eat  to  you  that  I  am  still  waiting  <m  tlje  army.  Captain 
Jenkins  unfortunately  received  my  firders  as  capt^iin  of  l^io  fleet  two 
days  before  the  Orpto  ran  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant. 

D,  G.  Fauraout, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkli.e.s. 

Secretartj  of  thr.  Nat^j,  Wn^hington,  D.  C. 

*  See  also  Scries  I ,  volume  2. 
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t  of  Commodort  HitetieoGk,  V.  8.  Navy,  tranimLning  copy  of  i^aoitloiu  lont  to  001&- 
macding  offioert  off  Mobilo. 

r.  S.  S.  SrSQrEHANNA, 
Penmcota  Hay.  April  S.  IfiffS. 
Mv   DiCAit  Siu:  I  cnrlosp  acopy  of  {|iicstions  wliich  I  havo  sent  to 
nil  the  cominandcrs  of  vosspIs  off  Mobile.     With  the  exception  of 
Captain  Franklin  all  have  expressed  approbation  of  inj  conduct  in 
full.     Captain  Franklin  anawors  in  this  wise,  viz: 

1.  I  WAS  HtiUiojiHi]  tn  llip  wr'-Alward  the  niglit,  nr  rnthpr  llir  morning,  tlie  Floriita  Mirappd. 
I  wan  rpfovcrinp  frtim  an  illness  and  was  still  on  the  Burpenn's  list.  I  underel<KHl  the  night 
WBM  (lark  niid  stomiv.  I  iiiKlorst^Mxl  thnt  (he  Penihina  \\\at\e  sifciml,  luid  tliut  »hr  itnd  the 
Vutfirr  niiir\vi\  in  piirwiil.  i  Hin  iiiiL  HWitn*  I  hut  lhi>  ^npnil  nr  vnrhal  nnirr*  nf  the  hlockadn 
wprr  in  any  wiiy  dofwtive,  exf'f'pl  with  ropird  t^.i  mir  private  pi^nnU.  which  1  do  not  think 
wore  lu  fwi-fr«-l  lis  they  nii^lit  huvc  Ixm^d  ut  that  llriic. 

2.  If  ihft  tDtniniMlim"  thini^ht  tho  SwaHh  niid  oIJht  channi'Is  wdrf  Itlnrknd^^d  by  the  liud 
wpather.  I  think  it  would  havr  Ikh-h  Ivttcr  had  all  tho  vp^scls  U-en  hroiijdit  nror  tin?  lar 
thai  iii)^lit  mid  ■  f^nlioHl  M-iit  ilLsidp  the  har  if  prnrtii'ubH',  hut  1  pr(.>4Utii(>  the  n iraiilodi)rP 
did  noE  wi-nh  Ut  litkn  vphiwI  in-iidf*.     In  hLi  ttlai'i>  I  dci  mit  Ihink  1  wniiltl  hnvcNimt  imo  inHidn. 

3.  As  to  whether  Cunimodorp  Hitclicocfc  has  (ailed  at  anv  time  to  do  nil  thai  fould  bo 
dono  with  liw  forego  under  liU  runimnnd,  1  have  to  say  that  f  think  the  Tun-e  at  tini<>»  might 
havo  l/ei-ii  dbtjK'Med  tc  lM>1ti>r  advantufp*,  but  thin  i^  nn  opinion,  anrl  I  Imvn  no  doubt  (.'oin- 
in<Hl<in<  ]Iil<-hiuK-k  did  with  rcfiurd  to  the  di^pot^ilion  of  liis  fon<*  what  he  consiclercd  best 
for  the  niumtenance  tjf  tho  blixkadf,  with  due  n'Kurd  for  the  siifely  tif  his  i  est^el. 

A.  1  do  Dot  knon'  thnt  Connnodr>n<  Hiteheork  has  failed  in  zeal  or  eapabilily  at  nnv  tiinS 
to  m4*et  the  rrN|iiirenients  nf  his  [WHtitinn.     [  Chink  he  wrh  h.s  etrieinnt  as  the  generality  of 
-offieorw  occ'upyiriR  his  jK«itiou  would  have  been. 

A.  No.  Nut  withiiiii  what  1  ha\  v  .-mid  in  No.  2,  or  a  better  armitf^meuL  of  the  privattt 
sif^iaU  wmdd  have  Ut-n  a    liotter  armngement. 

6.  I  think  it  would  have  been  lietter  had  tbo  coininodore  sipializcd  tho  Oneida  to  cho«c» 
■nd  the  direrlinj^  Hijn'iiU  htid  Iieen  tietter  armnp'd.  and  If  llie  arranjrenient  upoken  of  in 
No.  2  hud  \nH'n  tiilopted.  If  llirtte  ran  be  rnn-iidered  ddici^ncioa,  tliiH  is  my  Ktateiueat  in 
that  nvard. 

\'try  rKpectfuIly,  yuur  uliedicnt  mrvaiit, 

S.  11.  Fbankun. 

'The  Niatemcni!)  and  answers  to  the  foregoiDg  interrogatoriMi  wera  ttworn  to  before  me,  this 
31st  day  uf  Man:h,  A.  D.  IS63. 

J.  R.  OlILUSHUHueGU, 
Captain  and  Senior  OffitXr  off  Hobitr. 

With  these  answers  ht^  sends  mo  a  letter  marked  private,  in  which 
he  exfjresses  the  i^reatest  rej;ard  for  me.  Well!  Iw  has  a  ripbt  to 
answer  as  1h>  thinks  is  ri^lit,  hut  il  is  somewhat  slmn>;e,  I  think,  to 
say  it  woitiil  have  been  a  heller  rtrfnn>;einent  to  have  bad  a  vrssel 
inside  the  bar,  and  yet  he  wuiild  not  have  put  one  there.  No!  I  will 
promise  he  wotdd  not,  if  he  bad  to  go  in  lier.  J\o  has  at  all  times 
expressed  more  anxiety  about  going  in  there  than  any  other  com- 
mander. 

I  have  no  doubt  he  thought  he  did  much  for  me,  and  more  than  I 
deserve,  when  he  says:  "  lie  was  as  elTieient  as  the  generality  of  olfi- 
cers."     Truly  be  d('s<'rves  my  thanks,  but  not  fur  his  private  letter. 

You  may  show  the  admiral  (or  any  one  else)  bis  testtinon3'.  I 
think  it  rieb,  even  if  it  han^^s  me. 

I  do  ni>t  expeet  to  get  out  of  the  scrape  any  better  than  Preble; 
still  it  does  not  trouble  me  very  much.  I  tbinli  it  bard  to  have  been 
kept  here  for  a  year  in  this  ship,  but  if  I  can  ^et  hotne  and  out  of  the 
servie^  ii,  will  he  enough  for  me.  T  have  been  and  am  now  all  anxiety 
you.     God  grant  you  arc  safe;  truly  you  have  all  my  best 
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wishes  and  prayors  that  yoii  may  come  well  out  of  it,  with  i^lory  and 
all  il-s  jirolit-s. 

CV)ininodore  Smith,  Brasher,  and  Gibson  arc  to  try  me. 
Nothing  from  ihf  Oneida. 
Truly,  most  truly, 

R.  B.  TIiTCHCocic. 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 

(F.nrlrMiirv.} 

IT.  S.  R    SlISQl'EIIAN\A, 

Pensarnla  Bay,  Apnl  .i,  ISG.i, 
Sin:  The  Secri'tar^'  of  the  Navy  has  dirortod  that  a  court  of  en- 
quiiy  lie  held  upon  the  senior  oflirer  oiF  Muhtle  at  the  time  the  FlorUia 
esraj)(!d. 

Will  you  please  state  all  the  fa<-ts  within  3'our  knowledge  con- 
nected with  the  escape  nf  thi'  tlnrifln:  ulsn  if  the  {general  or  verbal 
orders  of  the  blockatle  were  in  any  way  defective. 

'J.  If  the  arrangement  of  the  forces  off  Mohilo  at  the  time  of  the 
esea[>e  of  the  floruUi  were  defective;  if  so.  in  what  inirticuhirs. 

3.  If  Die  senior  oflioer,  C'omniudoru  H.  B.  lliiehcock,  tias  faih'd  at  anv 
Lime  to  do  all  that  could  he  done  with  tlie  forces  under  his  conunand. 

4.  If  the  senior  ofhcer.  Commodore  K.  H.  Iliteheoek,  lias  failed  in 
zeal,  capability,  or  efliciency  at  any  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
his  position. 

5.  If,  with  the  knowledge  3'ou  have  gained  sinee  the  escape  of  the 
Fhmdfi,  it  is  your  opinion  a  better  arranjrement  could  have  been 
ma<te  to  ]>revent  the  escape  (tf  that  vessel,  and  watch  the  Swash  and 
other  outlets  fi-nm  the  hay  of  Mol)i]p. 

6.  State  all  and  every! Innj:  in  which  there  was  before,  or  at  the 
time  of  the  escape  of  tlie  Ftor'uht,  any  deficiences  in  the  orders  or  acta 
of  the  senior  ofhw^r,  K.  li.  Ilit/cJicock,  which  aided  the  escape  of  that 
vessel.  ' 

Tlie  statement  and  answeiij  to  bo  sworn  to  before  the  senior  officer 
present. 


Bsport  of  Coiamodorc  HJtobeook.  U.  S,  Navy,  trnnsmiUiog  Btatoment  of  OBptsin  JcnkiBi, 
U.  S.  Navy,  captain  of  tho  fle«t. 

Oou)  SpRiKO,  AngiLst  5,  1863. 

Sin;  Accompanvin*^  this  is  a  statement  of  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 
who  was  4>n  boanf  the  Sit^quefMnna  at  the  time  of  the  escape  of  the 
FUtriihi  from  Moliil<^ 

With  the  receipt  of  the  notification  of  your  order  for  my  triai, 
I  was  diriHsted  (as  senior  officer)  to  give  all  faciUties  for  ascertaining 
the  facts  connected  with  the  escape  oi  the  Floritiit,  (earing  that  the 
small  force  off  Mobile  might  prevent  s<Hne  of  the  officers  appearing 
at  the  trial,  lo  be  hclil  at  Pensaci>Ia,  I  addressed  (as  senior  ollirer) 
to  each  uf  the  commandei*s  of  vessfis  brionginjj;  lu  the  <livisiiui  at  the 
time  of  the  r*sraj«'  of  [the]  Fforutti  such  {|UcNti(»ns  as  1  thought  would 
elicit  all  the  fiwts.  It  was,  however,  in  my  power  (by  the  court 
extending  the  time  of  trial)  to  permit  all  the  witnesses  desired  by  the 
ciiurt  to  appear  before  it.  except  such  as  had  left  the  division. 

Admiral  Farragut.  Captain  Jenkins.  Commanders  Febiger  and 
Temph  were  requested  to  send  their  statements  to  the  Na^-^-  Depart- 
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ment.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  done  so.  That  of  ('aptain 
Jenkins  liavinir  been  sent  to  me,  I  respectfulJy  re(|uesl  that  it  may 
be  liled  with  tae  lecord  of  the  trial. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

K.  B.  llrrrnrocK, 
CommoJort,  V .  S.  Navy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wfj.lks, 

Secrttanj  oj  On'  Navy,  Washington. 


IKnclomirDj 

U.S. 

Sir:  I  am  to  appear  before  n  ('^)urt 
"Yill  y«»n  plciise 


S.  Sr.<iQrKIIANNA, 

PeUHacoJ 


Utrci 


!.St}.i. 


ourt  of  rn<)uiiy  in  relation  to  the 
esrape  of  the  FloritJa.  Will  y«»n  pleiise  furnish  me  with  n  slntnncnt 
of  the  facts  which  came  untler  your  observation  which  bear  ui>on  the 
case: 

1.  If,  as  commanding:  ofGcfr,  I  did  my  duty  well  or  ill. 

2.  11,  as  ronmiander  of  the  Sustjnrhanna,  you  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  a  want  of  zeul  or  of  elliciency. 

3.  If.  while  on  board  the  Su^qiiefMnna.  t7ou  observed  anything 
which  looked  like  inattention  or  want  of  eUiciency. 

4.  If  the  anuii;:rpuieiit  of  the  forces  olf  .Mobile  at  the  time  of  the 
escape  of  the  Florida  was  delective;  if  so,  in  what  particular. 

/).  [f  the  senior  officer,  Coiiinuxlore  K.  B.  Hitchcock,  ha-s  tailed  in 
zeal,  capability,  or  efficiency  at  any  time  to  meet  the  recpiirements 
of  liis  position. 

6.  If  the  senior  oHicer.  Commodore  W.  B.  Hitchcock,  has  failed  at 
any  time  to  do  all  that  could  be?  done  with  tlie  forces  under  his 
cnriiiimnd. 

7.  If,  with  the  knowlodjje  you  have  gained  .since  thf  r-scape  of  the 
Florida,  il-  is  your  o[>iniori  a  better  arraiigetneiit  ctiidil  have  been 
nmde  to  prevent  the  escape  of  that  vessel  and  watch  the  Swash  and 
other  outlets  from  the  Bay  of  Mobile. 

5.  Stale  all  and  everything  in  which  there  was  before  or  at  the 
time  of  the  escape  ol  the  Fforuh  any  deliciencies  in  the  orders  ur 
acta  of  the  senior  ofHcer,  K.  B.  Hitchcock,  which  aided  the  es<'apo  of 
that  vessel. 

The  statement  and  answers  to  be  sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 
the  senior  officer  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

K.  B.  IIiTcircocK, 
Oomrnodore,  Covxdg.  Division  West  OutJ  iHockdtj.  Si/umlron. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  of  tJif  Fleet. 

ainfrment 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  a  captain  in  the  United  States  Xnvv,  serving 
as  captain  oi  the  fleet  and  chief  of  stalf  in  llic  West  (lulf  BlocKo<lii|(r 
Sfpiadron.  personally  appeared  before  me.  this  ;id  day  of  July,  A.  1). 
IJSOa.  and  submitteJ  under  oath  the  following  stntemenl  and  answei-s 
to  oueries  at  the  rctiuest  of  Comnv>dore  R.  B.  Hitchcock.  U.  S.  Navy, 
ana  Iat<>lv  in  command  of  the  United  Statics  blorkadin^  forces  oil 
Mobile  and  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  in  relation  to  the  escape  from  MuUil* 
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reporiint;  of   Caplaiii  S.  F.  Hazard,  autl  detailing  him  for  duly  aa 


Bay  of  the  rebel  steamer  Ortio,  alias  Florida,  on  the  night  of  the  15th 

and  16th  January,  ISCI  (Commodore  K.  B,  IlitchcocK  commaiHliiig 
If.  S.  S.  Su8<iuehanno   and   the  senior  oliicer  present   at    the   tinu'.) 

Iliiviii^  been  relieved  of  the  coimiiand  of  the  blockading  foives  <»n 
Mobile  on  or  about  the  2Sth  December,  1S62,  br  Commodore  K.  B. 
Hitrhcock  in  the  V.  S.  S.  Su^qufhanna,  to  enable  him  lo  proceed  to 
Pensaeohi  to  have  the  serious  dama^  (nustaiued  In'  the  V.  S.  S. 
Oneida,  under  his  command,  by  the  U.  S.  atoroship  Supply,  Com- 
mander (\>Ivoci»ie.sses,  runninjc  inti)  her  while  at  anchor  otf  Mobile 
Bar  on  the  aft^M'noon  of  the  Kilh  of  that  month)  repaired,  he  returned 
to  the  uncluinme  olf  Mobile  \n  the  Onr'uh  oti  (lie  Tilh  •biiiunry.  iHG'.i, 
where  he  found  mi  ttrder  ironi  Kear- Admiral  Farrajrii),  dated  Janu- 
ary S,  ISG3,  detaching  him  from  the  cununand  oi  the  Oneida,  upun  the 

[.int;  of   Captai 
captain  of  the  Ueet. 

Having  turned  over  the  command  of  the  OfieidG,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  to  Captain  na/.aix),  he  rej>aired  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
SuAtfUihinna  (Commodore  Hitchcock)  on  or  about  the  alternoon  of 
the  lOlh  Jaiiiniry,  l.Sti.'i,  (licrr  to  await  a  cttnveyance  tii  New  Uriraiis 
to  repitrt  to  Adntirul  Farrajrul,  and  remained  on  Imard  that  vessel 
until  the  afternoon  of  tlu'  17th  of  that  month. 

Jn  hniisfcrriiii;  the  comiiiand  of  the  Oneida  to  Captain  Hazard  lie 
endeavored  to  infonn  him  lullv  <'f  all  matters  relatin*;  to  the  duties 
of  the  different  coinnmntls  blockading;  oif  Mobile,  and  especially 
with  regard  Uy  the  general  an^l  ^jiecta)  instructions  issued  hy  him 
when  first  left  in  command  of  the  blockading  fon'es,  bearing  dates 
November  12  and  M,  1S62. 

Copies  of  all  iirdei's  and  circular,  special  or  general,  of  all  signals, 
and  of  all  olhcial  communications  reluting  to  the  duties  of  the  Htjuad' 
ron.  were  delivered  to  Ciiptain  TIa/.ard.  whose  piirticnlar  attention 
was  iiiviled  to  them,  ami  he  was  also  inforriied  that  the  executive 
officer  and  all  the  watch  oflicera  of  the  Oneida  laiew  the  orders  and 
instructions  and  were  familiar  with  the  special  night  signals  which 
had  been  established. 

Pointed  reference  was  made  to  his  instnictione  of  November  14, 
186;^,  issued  for  the  special  purpose  of  preventing  the  escape  of  the 
Oreto,  alias  Florida. 

At  the  time  he  left  Ihe  Oneida  she  was  anchored  with  the  Sand 
Island  li>:;hl -house  beariiii;  about  north  ami  the  Su.t(jnfhanna  bearing 
about  cast,  distant  from  IJ  to  IJ  miles.  The  Suvfjurftanua.  was 
anchoreil  about  on  the  line  given  in  the  sailing  directiorjs  fitr  run- 
ning in  through  the  center  or  deepest  water  of  the  Main  Ship  Chan- 
nel, distant  about  l\  miles  (by  estimation  from  the  <bart)  from  the 
center  of  the  main  chaimel  bar,  and  at  a  httle  less  distanee  from  the 
buoy  j)Iacetl  to  mark  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  outlying  shoals  on 
the  north  side  of  the  entrance  and  \'<Ty  near  the  positions  occupied 
by  the  Hntokhfn  wlule  on  *l»o  >»I«"kade. 

The  Kteani'T  //.  ft.  Cuyhr,  distant  about  1  mile,  Iwre  about  N.  E. 
from  ♦'^'e  Smiqutfianna. 

Tlie  gtmhoats  Finvia  and  another  occupied  their  usual  positions 
t^i  the  eastward,  to  guard  the  east  channel,  and  4>ne  gunooat,  he 
thinks,  was  lo  the  westward  of  the  [Kisitiun  of  the  Oneida,  to  guard 
the  western  Suoah  Channel.  Tlie  steamer  M ontgrnnerii  had  gone 
north  during  his  al>aeuce  at  Fensacola,  and  one,  perhajW  two,  uithe 


WEST  GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


533 


^nboats  wer^  away  for  foal  and  ropnirs.     TIjo  giinboat  Pentlnna 
was,  fur  tlic  linu'  bciiij;,  stniioiUMl  lU'ur  the  main  chiLniiol  t'lilranre 


und  weather  wert*  sucli  as  to  render  that  anrhor- 


duriiig  the  day  and  insido  of  the  bar  of  that  entrance  during  tho 
night,  uidrss  the  wa  hi  '  " 

age  unsafe. 

Simrilv  after  getting  on  board  of  the  Suftquehanna  tho  wind  com- 
menced liJiuUng  to  the  southward  ami  increaHin";  in  force,  until  it 
blew  u  Iiard  gale,  with  rain,  and  ii  licavy  seu  i^etting  In  from  the  Hoiith- 
wiii*d^  Tlie  atuiosphere  heciimi'  thick  ttn<l  luiz}'.  rendering  it  inipos- 
sil)le  tu  see  ohji-cts  hiiuhvard  bcytMid  the  ninge  of  Sand  Isltind  until 
the  iifternoon  of  the  l.'jlh.  when  the  wind  having  considerable  westing 
in  it,  tlie  clmids  and  niJMt  4)ver  Mol)i]e  ISuy  lifted,  bringing  into  view, 
as  lirst  rej)ortod  by  signal  from  the  i?.  li.  Cuijif.r.  a  vessel  supposed 
to  be  the  Onto,  or  Fhtri'ia,  lying  unih-r  Fort  Morgan,  inside  of  Mobile 
Bav,  and  a|>[>«rently  ready  ft)r  seu. 

Wlion  tlu'  (illicer  of  the  deck  on  bonrtl  tlie  Susqttehanna  i'epi>rted 
the  purport  of  the  Cuy/rr's  siirmil,  he  followed  Commodore  Hitch- 
cock on  deck,  where,  bv  the  aia  of  glasses,  the  conclusion  was  arrived 
at  the  vessel  was  the  Oreto  and  tliat  she  would  avail  of  the  favorable 
wind  antl  bad  state  of  the  weather  to  attempt  lo  make  her  esctine 
during  the  night.  A  general  telcCTapJiic  signal  was  made  to  tlie 
squadron  to  keep  up  full  steam,  tnat  the  enemy  whs  in  sight  and 
apj>eared  to  be  ready  ior  sea.  Signal  was  then  made  to  the  rmihirta 
t-o  come  within  hailing  distance. 

When  the  Pemhina  came  within  easy  hailing  distance,  Commo- 
dore Hitchcock  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  Temple  to  proceed 
Id  the  eastward  und  dii'ecl  the  coituiiunders  ol  the  P.  Ii.  Cuyltrr 
and  Fififfia  to  reduce  their  distances,  respectively,  fnmi  him  one- 
half,  and  to  say  that  in  ease  the  vessel  seen  inside  of  Knit  Morgan 
sixndd  (ittenipt  to  run  out  during  the  night  that  the  Vuyltr  and 
Otifittit  wouhf  be  the  principal  chasing  vessels;  that  having  deliv- 
ered the  orders  to  the  eastward,  then  to  proceed  to  the  One'ida  and 
direct  Cttjitaiii  Hazard  to  reduce  the  distance  between  hi.s  vessel 
and  the  Susquehanna  one-half,  presen-ing  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
present  bearings  between  them;  to  keep  full  steam',  and  in  case  (he 
Oreto,  or  the  vessel  seen  inside  of  Kort  Morgan,  ran  out  during  the 
night,  that  the  Oneida  and  Ii.  R.  Cuylcr  would  Ijc  the  principal 
chasing  vessels. 

The  Pembina  after  going  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Pinola. 
R.  R.  Cuyhr,  and  Ont'ido,  resumed  her  station  a  short  distance  out- 
side of  the  bar  of  the  main  channel,  whicli  was  at  that  time  plainly 
marked  by  the  heavy  s<'a  and  hreakei-s.  Having  been  frecpienily 
on  deck  during  the  day,  lie  was  satisfied  it  wovild  not  be  safe  Ui  send 
the  Pevihina  inside  of  the  bar  that  night.  All  the  vessels  exeejit  the 
Oneida  took  positions  satisfactory  to  Commodore  HitebcocK  and 
in  accordance  with  his  <irdei"s. 

The  One'uia  took  a  position  tx)t»  far  west  from  the  Huaqu-ehanna 
and  too  far  to  the  southward  from  the  shoals  on  the  sijutiiem  side 
of  the  main  entrance,  over  which  it  was  thought  tho  OrHo  might 
attempt  to  escape. 

The  design  of  Commodore  Hitchcock  was  (as  communicated) 
t<»  guard  the  main  entrance  by  placing  the  vessels  in  an  arc  of  a 
circle  around  the  main  entrance,  with  the  Pembina  as  near  the  bar 
OS  prudence  would  pennit,  so  that  no  vessel  could  pass  between  any 
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two  of  them  without  being  discovered.  This  design  was  weU  sec- 
onih'd  liy  nil  llic  vt'KHt'ls  oxcopt  the  Oiirida.  mul  hy  tiu*  tiuie  that 
vessel  had  sliifted  lior  berth  it  was  loo  lulr  lo  roniinunioile  attain 
witli  lier  will)  any  rortainty  of  beinu  un<Irrstoo<l. 

Tiie  pde  of  wind  contiruied'rtnd  the  sea  iiiereased  during  the  nfter- 
uuon  and  ni^ht  of  the  15th. 

St^itttn  was  ti)>  on  board  the  Su^i(JuehanIla,  and  everything  about 
an<-liors,  (tltuins,  and  the  battery  ajuieared  lo  be  hi  readiness  for 
the  antieipaird  eniersjeiicv. 

He  and  ('uiiun4>4l(ire  llitrliroek  reniuined  un  until  after  midnight, 
anxiously  e.Njieeting  to  hear  of  the  approach  of  the  Orr.Ui.  Some 
time  nfter  intdnight  be  tlirew  olT  his  coal  and  shoes  and  lay  down, 
leaving  Cmnniodore  Hiteiuock  up  and  attending  to  the  re[K»rts  and 
answers  to  Ids  tjuenes  fnini  tlie  ollircr  <d  the  derk. 

AI)out,  3  a.  m.,  un  ilie  morning  uf  the  Idifi.  he  heard  ihe  orderly 
at  the  eabin  door  report  to  Cmuniodore  Ilitciieocdi  that  ttie  I'tmbuia 
had  made  signal  that  a  vessel  was  running  out;  went  on  dcek  as 
soon  as  coat  and  slioes  could  be  gotten  on.  and  found  Commodore 
llitcheoek  and  otiier  otheeix  of  the  vessel  on  the  hurricane  deck, 
looking  witli  glasses  in  the  direction  of  the  position  of  Llie  Fembina 
occupied  at  dark. 

it  was  staled  in  ivply  to  a  (jnestion  that  the  I^rmhiim  had  made 
the  special  signal.  "A  sail  running  into  tfiis  piuss,  "  and  iJiui  tlio 
Coston  hglit  horning  oji  lumrd  the  Suaquikanno  was  a  repetition  of 
that  signal  to  the  .s<piodron. 

White  standing  on  deck  near  Commodore  Hitchcock  the  dim, 
dark  outline  of  a  vessel,  witli  a  red  lantern  liglit  exiiibited,  was  seen 
passing  to  the  southward  and  eastward  from  the  starboard  .side  of 
the  Susquehanna,  which  it  was  conrluded  w«.s  the  Prmhinn.  Soon 
after  it  was  reiMirted  that  the  .special  signal,  *'St*'anu'r  running  out 
of  tills  pass,"  Iiad  been  made  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  which 
it  was  concluded  was  made  on  board  of  the  It  R.  Cutjler. 

A  short  time  after  this  last  signal  had  i«*en  reported,  a  t>ignal  was 
made  on  board  the  Snsqueharnia  whicli,  upon  en<[uiry  of  the  ollicer 
making  the  signal,  was  said  to  be  the  general  signal,  "Chase." 

Being  satisfied  that  the  Pcmhina  and  It.  it.  CnyUr  had  both  gone 
in  chase,  efforts  were  made  to  ast!t»rtain  whetlier  or  not  the  commander 
of  the  Om'Uhi  had  also  obeyed  the  general  ijrders  of  the  blockade, 
the  special  orders  of  Coinmotiore  llitclicock  of  the  previous  after- 
noon to  chase  in  case  tlie  Owlo  came  out,  and  of  the  general  signal, 
"chase"  after  the  Oreto  had  been  reported  as  coming  out.  but  owing 
to  the  strono;  breeze  antl  darkness,  nothing  like  a  vessel  could  be 
seen  in  the  direction  r>f  ilie  anchorage  of  the  Oneida.  At  daylight 
it  was  fouml  that  the  Oneida  was  stui  at  anchor,  and  that  she  had 
not  moved  during  the  night. 

At  the  time  the  signal  was  made  on  board  the  Pembina  it  was 
blowing  a  strong  gale  from  the  westward  and  a  very  heavy  sea  Bat- 
ting in  from  the  southward.  The  Sn^iipuhnuhu  was  very  uneasy, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  let  go  a  second  anchor  before  the  galo 
abatod. 

The  Oretv  was  not  s<»en  by  him,  nor  did  he  hear  anv  one  say  that 
she  bad  been  unmistakably  seen  by  any  one  on  board. 

Answer  to  question  No.  1.  Always  well,  so  far  as  come  under 
lay  obaervaliou. 
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Answer  to  question  No.  2.  Have  no  knowledge  of  any  wont  of 
zeal  or  of  pfiu-ioncy. 

Answor  to  question  No.  3.  Observed  noihiiig  while  on  board  the 
Sujtffuthftntui  wliirh  loukfd  like  inattenlloii  or  wiint  of  oliiciency. 

jVnswer  to  (|uestion  No.  4.  The  forct'S  were  not  dcfiH-tivcIy  placed 
ofT  Mobile  tit  tlie  liuu'  of  (lir  escape  of  the  Oreto,  except  llie  Oiu'uia, 
whiel)  was  not  in  flie  position  ordered  by  Commodore  Ililcbcock 
for  the  spct'ial  purpose  of  ondoavoring  to  interrept  that  vessel. 

Answer  to  queslion  No.  5.  Never  to  Iiis  knowU'df^  and  belief. 

Answer  to  question  No.  6.  Never  to  his  knowledge  and  Indief. 

Answ*'!'  tt»  question  No.  7.  No  bett^T  arranjyenient  could  liavo 
been  nuidc,  but  the  orders  of  Commodore  Ilitehfock  were  not  car- 
ried out  on  board  the  Onndn,  Captain  Hazard. 

Answer  t<»  question  No.  S.  Tbeiv  were  no  deiieieneies  in  the  orders 
or  acts  of  Commodore  Hitchcock,  so  far  us  his  kuowleiljje  extends. 
either  before  or  at  the  time  of  the  escaj>e  of  the  Oreto,  which  aided 
the  escape  of  that  vessel. 

TnoRNTON  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy.  Capiain  FUet  and 
Chie}  of  Staff.  Went  (lutf  Blockading  S<jtmdroT{. 

Swoni  to  and  acknowledged  before  me.  tills  3d  day  of  July  A.  D. 
1863,  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Pcnjia^oh.  at  New  Orleans. 

Henky  W.  Morris. 
Commodore  arnl  Senior  Officer, 


Baport  ftf  B«ar-Admiral  Farrag^nt,  V.  S.  Nary,  r«]porting  th«  daUntlOD  for  larTlce  in  tha 
VbiI  India  Bqaadron  of  the  D.  8.  B.  Oneldi,  while  learohing  for  cha  0.  fl,  B.  Florida. 

No.  104.]  FuAGsniP  Pensacola, 

Nfw  Orlmm,  June  23,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  ftf^in  report  1o  the  Deparliitcrit  that  1  di.spatehed 
the  steam  sloop  Onnda  in  pursuit  of  the  Horida.  soon  afler  that  vessel 
ran  the  blockade  of  Mobile:  also  to  notify  the  commanding  olhcer  at 
Key  West  of  the  fact,  l^pon  the  arrival  of  the  Oneida  at  Key  West 
Admiral  Bailey,  learning  that  the  Florida  was  in  Havana,  sent  her 
over  in  jmrsiiit.  There  she  fell  in  with  Acting  Reiir-Adniiral  Wilkes, 
who  seized  upon  her  and  has  kept  her  in  his  squadron  ever  since. 

1  sent  Captain  Emmons  to  Key  West  to  take  commami  of  the 
Oneida,  intending  to  hring  ('aptain  Hazard  before  a  court  of  cnquii'v, 
but  1  can  neither  get  possession  of  the  vessel  nor  the  capta  n.  'Hils  is 
but  poor  inducement  for  an  officer  to  send  a  vessel  in  chase,  if  the 
coimnander  of  another  squadion  has  the  right  to  seize  and  appropriate 
such  vessel  to  liis  own  command. 

It  13  said  that  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Wilkes  ignores  all  authority, 
and  says  be  will  seize  all  vessels  suitable  (o  his  purpose  until  be  makes 
up  his  number.  This  conduct  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  its  interference.  Should  Admiral  Wilkes  come  witliin  my 
district  I  shall  be  strongly  tempted  to  tr>'  the  working  of  his  .system 
upon  himself.  The  Department  must  see  that  if  tliis  system  is  to  be 
the  unler  of  the  da^-,  tnis  squadron  must  he  the  suiTerer,  being  the 
most  distant;  and  my  vessels  having  to  pass  all  the  other  squadrons 
on  their  way  out,  I  would  have  but  Uttle  prospect  of  increasing  my 
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sqimdi'on  or  evini  of  replacinj;  my  crippled  vesseU.  Ailmiral  Du  Pont 
touk  my  nionev.  I  (lid  not  objpct,  bocniisp  the  exigencies  of  ihe 
service  reouired  it,  as  he  promptly  explained  to  nie,  but  Acting 
Admiral  \\  ilke,s  takes  my  vessels  and  by  way  of  explanation  ielU  nie 
he  "has  taken  them,"  and  thinks  uo  further  explanation  reouisite. 
I  undei-sland  he  has  unlered  another  comnmnder  to  the  Oneida,  and 
has  sent  her  on  a  cruise.  I  !mve  therefore  ordered  Captain  Emmons 
to  return  here  to  take  command  of  the  M ommgaheUi ,  to  which  vessid  I 
have  lempiirarilv  ordered  Conunander  A.  Kead,  and  I  trust  that  by 
the  time  Captain  Emmons  arrives  here  the  Department  will  Imve 
ready  for  Coniinnnder  Kead  a  vessel  suitable  to  nis  niiik.  I  e^sleem 
f'unuiiander  Koud  as  one  of  m.y  most  reliable  officere  in  the  flay  of 
trill],  and  I  am  liapi>v  li>  see  such  men  are  not  few  in  the  Navy,  but 
still  they  are  It*  hv  dierished. 

Very  re^speetfully,  y4»iir  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAnRAOVT, 

Rffir-Admiral. 
Hon.  GiuEON  Wki.lks, 

Secretary  oj  the  Navy. 


Order  ot  R«ar-Admirul  Furragai,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandRDt  of  navy  yard,  Peoitoola 
(or  ■  coart  of  enquiry  upon  Captain  Hatard,  Q.  8.  Havy,  commanding  ij.  8.  B.  Onvida. 

Flaqsuip  Habtfohd, 
New  Orleam,  February  20,  IS03. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  tlie  United  States  steam  sloop  of  war  Oneida  returns 
to  her  station  you  will  convene  a  court  ol  en(|uiry  upon  Captain  S.  K. 
TTftzard,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  nrmrdance  witli  the  precept  and  letter  of 
appi)intinent  of  the  recorder  and  jiid^e-advocate,  transmitted  here- 
with, and  at  the  close  of  proceedings,  transmit  the  record  to  me. 

Upon  the  conclusion  or  this  investigation  of  the  factjs  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  escape  of  the  Oreto  from  Mt)l)i!e  Bay,  and 
the  cause  or  causes  wluch  prevented  Captain  Hazard  frum  ji;iving 
chase  in  the  0ne\4a,  you  will  direct  that  officer  to  proceed  m  the 
Oneida  to  this  river  and  report  to  me  without  unnecessary  delay. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraqut. 
Rear- Admiral ,  Comma ndiny  Western  Oiilf  Blockading  S<iundn>n, 

Commmlore  Wiu.iam  Smith. 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Pevaacnhi. 


Lt'tlei'  from  Rtar'Admiral  Farraqui,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  AMen, 
U.  S.  Navy,reyardin(i  the  fien<fina  if*  Oal%>e9ton  oj  the  if,  N.  steamerH 
Jtasca  and  Katahdin  In  place  nf  the  U,  S.  JS.  Clijtan. 

FiAOaiiip  ITartforh, 
Neu^  Orleans,  January  17,  tS63. 
Dear  CAPTAm:  I  must  keep  the  Clifton  in  the  river.     I  lind  her 
crew  and  idlicers  so  convinted  tliut  siu*  will  ftnmder  at  sea  that  they 
are  des«'rtinj;  and  completely  denuuali/.ed.      I  liave  therefore  deter- 
nuiked  to  send  the  two  gunboats,  Itasca  and  Katahdin,  down  in  the 
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Clijto7i'6  place.  I  will  take  Roe  out  of  the  Katahdin  if  he  wishes,  and 
let  the  fifst  lifuteimnl  take  her  down  for  tliis  aH'air  at  Galveston  if  it 
romes  ull,  l>iit  we  are  now  all  apoj;  in  consequencf  of  the  ^W  or  Oreto, 
so  that  no  boat  can  pi  hv  herself,  and  in  fart  I  fear  that  alt  our  small 
blix-kaders  will  l>e  gobhlod  up  b<»for«»  we  cati'li  (bo  follow.  If  your 
ship  had  e,riy  »peed,  or  any  of  the  rest  of  them,  I  would  send  you  out- 
side, or  even  so  myself,  but  he  would  laugh  at  us:  but  I  don't  believe 
lie  hsm  coal;  there  was  none  in  Mobile,  which  delayed  the  Orelo  in  lier 
attempt  to  run  (he  blockailo. 

I  see  Hosecrans  has  gotten  the  better  of  Bragg  in  the  last  fight,  and 
I  hopo  he  will  rontinue  the  good  work.  Let  us  pray  for  better  times. 
What  do  yon  think  of  the  works  at  Fort  IPort]  Ilndsonf  Don't  you 
think  our  soldiers  ouglit  to  whip  tlicni  out  there  without  assistance! 
Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  it  at  once. 
Yours,  trulj', 

D.-G,  Farragut, 

.    Hear-Admimi. 

Captain  »1ames  Ai.den. 

P.  S. — I  seut  vou  a  letter  from  California. 

D.  G.  F. 


Order  of  Rfar-AdmiraJ  Furmgut,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  lAeutenant-Commamler 
Cookcy  V.  S.  Nary,  to  send  ove  of  the  VfSHcts  uiuUr  hi  commaml  to 
Lake  Pontchartrain. 

FlaOSHIP   HARTFORn, 

Off  New  0rlean9,  January  17,  186S. 
Sib:  What  will  detain  vour  whole  force  now  in  lierwick  Bay/  In 
other  words,  can  not  the  EtttrrUa  ur  one  of  the  vesaeLs  under  your  com- 
mand now  be  spared  to  go  round  into  Lake  Pontchartrain"  until  the 
vessels  I  am  preparing  here  are  ready  for  that  service?  Or  is  there 
anything  threatening  j'ou  in  the  baj's,  rIvoi"s,  or  bayous  iu  your 
vicinity^    Let  me  know  all  about  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

R^ar'Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke, 

Oommandiiuj  U.  S.  Navtii  Forces,  Bervnck  Bay. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commartding  off  GalwHton, 
re^rding  the  neeessity  for  his  presence  there. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltn, 

Off  Galmston,  January  18,  ISSS. 
The  Harriet  Lane  still  lies  in  the  lower  harbor  with  sails  bent,  and 
sometimes  gets  up  steam.  Believing  her  to  be  in  good  condition  for  a 
cruise,  I  consider  that  my  presence  here  is  necessary  to  prevent  her 
e.sca[>ing  to  sea,  where  she  would  be  quite  as  damaging  to  us  as  any 
rebel  cruiser  afloat.  For  this  reason  Idid  not  consider  m^-self  justi- 
lied  in  going  again  in  pursuit  of  the  vessel  which  sunk  the  llatferan, 
and  for  the  same  reason  I  did  not  go  down  the  coast  to  look  after  the 
KiUatinny  and  the  Arthur,  oS  Matagorda  aud  Aransas.    I  sent  the 
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Sciota  and  Cayu*ja  in  compaiij',  however,  on  that  errand  on  the  14th, 
HS  one  ciinlKmt  aloiip  is  not  able  to  encounter  the  enemy  which 
attacked  the  ilntiemn.  They  have  not  yet  returned,  althoufjh  three 
and  a  half  days  have  elapsed,  and  the  distance  down  is  only  I  "tO  miles. 
Tlie  Krii'tiufifoti  went  down  on  the  10th,  hut  has  not  i-eappeared- 
The  (ht^itffo  arrived  linlay  at  10  a.  ni. 

Very  respeclfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Kear-Adiniral  1).  O.  Farraoitt, 

Comnuinding  Western  Gulj  Bhchidinp  Sgtiadron,  NewMfan^,  La. 


Rtport  of  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  Navy,  commandiruf  ojf  tr'a/iTston, 
regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S,  Steam  Slooi*  Brooklyn, 
*  Off  Galveston,  January  IS,  1863, 

Sir:  The  mortar  boat  Henry  Janes  pjuvsed  here  last  nij:ht  on  lier 
wav  to  tlio  Mississippi.  She  left  the  Kittatinny  outside  of  Matajrorda 
Hai-  on  tfie  Hth. 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lanison  wrote  to  me  by  the  schooner  Henry 
Jujtes  to  infonn  nie  tliat  he  finds  it  necessary  to  go  to  Pensacola  by 
your  |>ermissiun.     His  letter  (marked  A)  is  herewith  eiicIose<l. 

The  scliooner  Velocity  came  from  Sabine  to-dav  with  a  dispatch 
from  Actirij^  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper,  of  tlie  llachel  Sraman,  and 
from  Actiu'T  Master  Dillinfjhaui,  commanding  the  Morniny  Liyht. 

Mr.  Hooper  repre.sent^  hia  vessel  a.**  leaking  .so  badly  in  lier  upper 
works  in  u  i-oufjh  sea  as  to  damage  lii.s  anununifion  and  materially 
mjure  the  health  of  his  crew. 

He  aUo  refers  to  other  serious  defects.  Upon  this  statement  of 
his  I  have  ordered  him  to  Pensaeola  to  have  the  necessary  calking 
done.     I  enclose  liis  letter  herewith  (marked  B). 

Difficulties  are  arising  among  the  officers  at  the  Sabine  in  conse- 
quence of  confhcling  orders  and  rank.  Two  or  three  of  the  ollicers 
of  inferior  comtnatids  niv  nnidc  udiiig  volunteer  lieutenants. -while 
Aetinfr  Ma.slor  Dillingbam,  commanding  the  Morniny  Liyht,  has  the 
most  important  iiuuman*!  and  exerci.ses  the  principal  authority,  under 
your  orners. 

The  schooner  Vctocity  is  a  miaerable  Uttle  craft,  badly  found,  and 
scarcely  able  to  keep  the  sea. 

Verv  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bkll. 

Commodore. 

Rear-Adimral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comdg.  Westem  Gulf  Blckdg.  Squadrorif  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navif,  to  Acting  Xfa/tter  DiUlnyham, 
V.  S.  Nary,  commanding  V.  S.  mip  Morning  Light,  to  blockade 
Sabine  J'ass, 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sujop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  IS,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  take  such  a  station  for  blockading  Sabine  Pass  as 
you  may  deem  most  effective,  and  having  aduiinisLered  the  oath  of 
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allegiance  or  parole  to  the  pilot,  Mr.  [James  G.l  Taylor,  you  may  per- 
mit him  to  go  (in  shorp  to  lm)k  aftt*r  his  family  if  he  ilosirevS  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  can  not  be  allowed,  however,  to  go  and  come  at  liis 
pleasure. 

You  will  please  supply  the  schooner  Rachfl  Seaman  witli  cooking^ 
fuel  and  dispatch  her  to  Pensaoola  to  be  calked.     Their  cooking  stove 
should  bum  hard  coal,  having  some  kindJiitg  wood  to  assist. 
Very  respectfully, 

II.  II.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  V.  S.  Forces  o^  Oalvttiton. 

Acting  ^faster  Joiix  Dillingham, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Skip  Morning  LigfU,  Sahine  Pags,  Texas. 


(}rdrr  oj  Commodore.  Bell,  U .  S.  Nawj,  to  Acting  Vohmf^er  Lieutenant 
ffnnper,  (J.  S.  Nnwj,  commanding  U.  S.  Rchnnnrr  Rnckfl  Seaman,  to 
proceed  to  Pensacola  for  repairs  to  tiaxi  i^esael. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Ojf  Oalvfst^n.  January  tS.  fS63. 
'Sib:  As  you  represent  the  schooner  Rorhel  Seomnn  to  be  leaking; 
80  badly  as  tu  destroy  your  ammunition  uud  to  injure  tlie  health  of 
your  crew,  you  will  proceed  witliout  delay  tu  Pensacola  navy  yard 
and  report  upon  your  arrival  there  to  the  a-iiior  t>liiccr  prcstMit.  to 
have  tne  iieces.sar^'^  calkiiijr  and  such  other  work  done  as  the  ofiicer 
in  charge  there  may  deem  necessary.     You  will  then  return  to  your 
station  off  Sabine  Pass. 
Very  respectfully, 

n.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forrm  off  Oahrston. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut-enant  Qi'ixrv  A.  Hooper, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Schooner  Rachei  Seaman,  Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 


Letter  from  Rrigadi^r-Oencml  Weiizel,  U.  S.  .Irmi/,  to  Linilenani- 
CotonM  Innin,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  necessitij  ftir  vptaining  a 
naml  force  in  Berwick:  Bay. 

llKAnQrAflTRTlS    UeSFRVK    TlniOADE, 

Camp  Stevens,  La.,  January  IS,  1S63. 

Ooix>nel:  I  was  much  surprised  to-day  ti»  hear  from  Lieutenant 
HftlTts,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  that  the  admiral  had  again  thought  of 
removing  one  of  the  gunboats  from  Berwick  Bay. 

These  gimhoats  are  now  in  a  very  ba<l  cnnditidii. 

I  believe  it  to  he  a  solemn  duly  lo  put  them  all  at  once  in  a  perfect 
condition,  lill  up  their  crews,  and  render  tiieni  as  effective  as  's  pos- 
sibte.  and  that  not  only  they  be  kepi  there,  but  that  as  many  others 
to  the  number  of  si.\  or  eight  be  a<hhMl  to  them^hoals  that  draw 
about  -1  feet  of  waU'r  and  all  protected  in  the  best  manner  against 
riHenien  on  shore. 

With  such  a  naval  force  in  that  bay.  in  cooperation  with  a  suitable 
land  force,  the  only  true  campaign  in  this  section  could  be  made. 
Look  at  the  map.    Berwick  Bay  leads  into  Grand  Lake,  Graud  L^ke 
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into  the  Atchafalaya,  tho  Alcliafulavti  into  Hml  River.  Boats  draw- 
ing not  more  than  4  or  5  icot,  and  in  the  force  I  mention,  with  a 
proper  land  force,  could  clear  out  the  Atchnfalaya.  Red  River,  and 
n!a<k  River. 

All  communications  from  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  cross  this 
lint'  inilicuted  by  niP. 

By  taking  it  in  the  manner  I  propose,  Vickshurg  and  Port  Hudson 
would  he  n  cipher  to  the  rchels. 

It  would  he  a  campaign  that  lOU.OOO  men  could  not  so  easily  fight 
and  so  successfully. 

It  is  an  operatmn  to  which  the  taking  of  Galveston  Island  is  a 
ciplu'i*  and  the  capture  of  the  Mobile  Bay  forta  a  nonentity. 

I  am  so  fully  impressed  with  tlie  imnoftance  of  this  oporation  that 
I  must  rcfpiost  the  Dcparf  mcnt  to  semi  a  copy  of  this  coninumication 
to  Admiral  Karrajiiit  iind  to  the  gcTieral  in  chief  of  the  Army. 

Tiie  rebels,  seeing  llie  importance  of  this  line,  are  now  fortifying 
Butte  ii  la  Rose,  a  knoll  surrounded  by  an  almost  inac^es^ihlp  swamp 
on  the  Atchafalaya  and  not  far  (mm  ita  entrance  into  Grand  Lake. 

I  solemnly  nrotcst  against  the  removal  of  a  single  boat  fiiun  Ber- 
wick Bay,  ami  insist  upon  it  that  it  is  our  duty  at  once  to  place  thom 
ill  tfie  most  efTicient  roitdition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rejispectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
lirigadifr-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Ijeutenant-Colonel  R.  B.  Iiiwin. 

Adjutani-Geuemi ,  Oept.  of  the  Gulf.  New  Orkans.  La. 
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LftiiT  from  Rear-Adtninil  Farmgut,   L' .   S.  Xanj,  to  Afajor-Geru- 
Jiani'n,  f '.  S.  Armij.  regnrdinq  a  vessel  for  Lake  Ponkhortrain. 

Dear  Gexeual;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
tngcther  with  a  cojiy  of  General  Weitzels  comntunicHtion  to  you, 
aud  in  reply  I  beg  to  stale  that  I  will  at  the  earliest  day  possible 
have  a  l>oftt  in  Lake  Ponlclnirtrain.  I  suppose  the  snndl  l)o tits  will 
be  all-sufficient  for  the  ordinary  duties  to  oc  performed  there,  and 
the  verj'  moment  the  repairs  can  be  made  upon  the  Sachem  I  will 
send  her  in  there  to  take  the  place  of  the  New  I^ndon.  The  loss 
of  three  of  our  gimboate  has  so  straitened  my  blockading  force  that 
I  am  const i'aine<I  to  remove  the  New  London,  for  a  time  at  least, 
but  under  any  circumsta rices  1  think  the  light-draft  vessels  more 
suitable  for  Lake  Pontchartrain.  I  am  preparing  the  liarmtaria 
with  two  24-[Kiunder  howilzci-s  and  a  schooner  with  a  Parrot!  and  a 
howitzer  to  go  round  within  a  dav  or  two.  The  Calhoun,  now  in 
Berwick  Bay,  can  not,  I  am  told.liold  out  a  month  without  under- 

f;oing  a  thorough  reimir.  She  lias  been  patched  and  mended  to  the 
ast  extremity.  1  shall  therefore  be  coui]>ellcd  within  that  titne  to 
bring  her  u»  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs,  leaving  three  gunboats  in 
Berwick  and  the  adjacent  [waters].  What  there  Ls  there  for  them  to 
contend  with  1  know  not.  but  I  have  written  to  hieutt^nant-Coin- 
mander  C'ooke  to  give  me  the  necessary  information. 
Verj'  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farraout. 
General  Banks. 
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Lttfer  from  the  Secrtianj  of  the  Navy  to  Rtar-Admiral  Farragut  regard- 
ing the  Tuovtmenls  of  the  C.  S.  steamars  Alabama  (jf90)  and  Oreto 
(Florida). 

Navy  Department,  Jonuanj  10,  1863, 
Sir;  From   infonnation  that  lias  rcacli^d   the  Donurtmcnt  it  is 
apprrhensive  that  the  Oreto  has  nin  out  of  Mohile  and  is  now  on  the 
lush  seas. 

Conimandor  Ronckendoi'ff,  of  the  San  Jacinto,  Icaiiicd  at  Barba- 
dot's  tliat  till'  Alahnuta.  (ir  idifO,  wa.s  a1  thr  island  \>{  Blanmiilla,  coalitig 
from  a  schooner.  Hr  nrotiocdiHl  Ui  that  phico  via  Cumana.  and 
arrived  on  the  I5t!i  of  Dorenihrr.  The  steamer,  whose  name  was 
given  out  as  the  Alabama,  had  left  the  evening  previous.  Allhoujih 
the  description  pven  hy  the  few  persons  on  the  island  cori-osponds 
with  that  of  the  Alabama,  it  is  scarcely  possible  timt  it  was  tliat  vessel. 
The  Alabama  captured  the  Arief  December  7,  off  Cane  Mayes 
fMaysi],  and  released  her  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  near  Kinpilon; 
whereas  the  steamer  which  coaled  nt  Blanqnilla  left  there  on  the  1 4th, 
havinp:  been  there  five  or  six  days.  You  will  readily  perceive,  con- 
sidering:; the  distance  between  tHe  points,  and  comparing  the  data's, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  the  Alabama  at  Blanquilla. 

Have  you  any  information  fnna  wiiicli  it  can  l)e  inferred  tliat  the 
Orcto  is  still  at  Mobile,  or  positive  information  of  il'i  If  not,  you 
should  endeiivor  to  ascertain  whether  she  is  or  is  not.  She  is  ahnust 
a  Hister  ship  tn  the  290. 

I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

GioEoN  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakraoitt, 

Commanding  West  (iulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orlrans. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  BaHey,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  destruction  of  the  steamer 
Cotton. 

Flaosiiip  Hartford, 
Off  AVu,'  Orleari.t,  Jaitunnj  J!),  ISH3. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  have  been  intending  to  write  ynu  some  time  in 
reply  to  vour  letter,  but  I  am  really  so  hard  pressed  1  iiave  not  had 
time.  Tlie  Calhoun  has  been,  tojjetner  with  three  other  small  stenm- 
ers,  all  fitted  for  the  occasion  ui)on  Berwick  Bay  an<l  the  Teche  River. 

They  Imve  been  blockading  a  rebel  gunboat  called  the  Cotton,  who 
had  barricaded  hei-self  in  bv  a  barrier  across  the  river,  and  they  only 
.succeeded  in  com[)ening  tnem  to  <lestroy  her  by  the  assistance  of 
the  army  two  days  since,  in  which  light  we  lost  one  of  our  most  gal- 
lant voxmg  oflicei-s,  Lieutenant-Commander  McKean  Buchanan. 
The  Oalhoun  will  now  come  to  the  city  to  undergo  repairs,  amount- 
ing almost  to  new  iMjilers.  If  1  lia<]  suppnsetl  there  was  any  neces- 
sity nf  sending  her  to  Kov  West  for  ronnenniation  I  would  have  .sent 
her  there  long  ago.  but  slie  can  be  condeniucd  here,  as  we  now  have 
a  prize  court  in  this  city,  just  «s  well,  before  which  1  »ni  bringing 
nil  the  jjrizes  as  fast  as  1  can. 

The  CaVioun,  however,  was  regularly  appraised  and  taken  into 
service  by  the  Government,  and  tnere  is  no  doubt  that  the  amount 
will  be  paid  to  the  captors.     You  will  have  to  settle  that  part  with 
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McKeflti,  who  appears  to  lay  some  claim  to  her  as  being 
t  I  presume  the  Government  will  settle  that  between  j'ou. 


Commodore 
hisprize.  hut  i  presui 

Tlie  Goveniinent  has  had  a  pretty  expensive  bai^iiin  in  her,  as  she 
has  been  constantly  under  repaira,  etc. 

D.  G.  Faruagut. 

Admiral  IUh.ky. 


Report  of  C&mmodort  BfU,  V .  S.  Navy,  regarding  ivssrht. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bkooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  1.9,  ISO.i. 

Sir:  The  Sciotn  and  Caynrja  have  anived,  bringing  no  information, 
having  seen  the  Arthur  and  Kittatinny. 
Very  respectfully, 

II.  II.  Bbll. 
Commodore,  Com-niandiny  V .  S.  Forces  ojf  (Jalvegton. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARRAotT, 

Comdy.  Western  (rulj  lilorkdy.  Squadron,  NeiD  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Hear- Admiral  Farra/jtU,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardiny  the  necess 
for  bulwarks  and  hoarding  nettings. 

No.  IS.]  Flaoship  IIautford, 

New  Orfeans,  January  19,  tSGS. 
Sir:  jU)  light  vessels,  gunboats,  etc.,  sent  out  for  this  squadron 
should  he  iirejmrwl  for  river  .service  by  having  bourding  net  tings 
and  I'ither  I)nl\vurk.s  of  ligiil  iron  or  boiler  iron  placed  in.side  or  out- 
side tlie  bulwarks,  to  resist  Ihe  Minit^  balls  of  the  riflemen  who  infest 
the  river  banks. 

All  of  which  i.s  respectfully  submitted  by, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAOirr, 

Uenr- Admiral. 
lion.  GlHKON  Wf.llks, 

Secrehinj  nf  the  Navy,  Washittyton,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Famufut,  V .  S.  Navy,  (o  Commander  Alden, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  cooperate  wv'Wi  Major-trrntral  Banks,  U.S.  Armyt  in 
reconnoissance  to  Port  Hudson. 

Fi^iosnip  Hartpori>, 
Off  New  Orleans,  January  19,  tS63. 
Captain:  General  Banks  goes  up  this  evening  to  Baton  Rouge,  and 
1  have  recomniended  his  running  up  and  taking  a  look  at  Port  Hud- 
son, if  he  desires  to  do  so.     1  wish  you  to  take  lum  up  tn  one  of  the 
fml>oats,  and  should  he  tliink  of  making  a  reconrioi.-^sance  in  force 
want  you  to  cover  his  troojxs  with  your  sliip,  tlie  Essex,  and  the 
gunboatjj.     ^Ul    (hat    he   will  decide  after  he  has  seen    his  general 
oOTiccrs  and  taken  a  look  at  Port  lludson. 
Vcrj'  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 
Co/n/nander  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Baton  Rouge. 
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Order  oj  Rear-Adminil  Ffirmffut,  U .  S.  Nnvu,  to  Lieuteimnt-Cftnimander 
Goohtf  V .  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  tl .  S.  S.  Kinsman. 

Flaosiiii'  HAHTKOUn, 
NefpOrhans,  Jamuiry  19,  IS6S. 
Sir:  As  snnn  aa  the  wi'iitlu-r  inndi-niU's  suHk'ientK  you  will  dis- 
patch tlie  Kinftnifin  to  Ijike  Pontcbartraiti  for  duty  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fabraout. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  CVxjke, 

Commanding  V.  S.  NaiKil  Forceit,  Braskear  City. 


Repftrt  of  Commander  CaWuelf,  U.  6*.  Nainf,  commanding  U.  S.  S, 
Ennex,  regarding  the  aitempifd  defiruclion  of  that  vessel  hy  torpedo. 

V.  S.  lHo?ici-AD  Essex, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  January  19,  J863. 

I  have  resppRtfuUy  to  report  an  atlompt  on  the  part  of  the  rebels 
to  lilow  up  this  vessel  witli  a  torpedo,  and  its  failure. 

On  the  ISth  instant  1  went  up  the  river  with  the  Iittsfx  to  Port 
Iludsun  on  a  reconnoissance.  Arriving  abreast  the  center  of  Profit 
Island,  and  between  two  points,  one  making  duI  hum  ifie  island, 
the  otlier  from  tlin  oftjjosite  shore,  I  oljserved  what  ai)peared  to  lie  a 
buoy.  On  examining  it  with  my  k'"'^'^-  1  foimd  it  to  be  a  large  demi- 
john, anchored  about  400  yards  from  the  island.  I  immediately 
suspeelod  the  reason  of  its  being  placed  there,  and  turned  my  glass 
to  llie  island  shtire.  and  iirar  it  observed  anulln'r  demijohn  buoy, 
and  10  or  20  yards  outside  of  it.  a  barrel,  nearly  submerged.  [ 
wishe<l  to  stop  the  vessel  immediately,  but  as  we  were  almost  in  a 
line  with  the  buoys,  the  wind  blowing  half  a  gale  and  right  aft,  and 
the  vessel  at  full  speed,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  stop  in 
time,  and  I  was  forced  to  pass  between  the  buoys  and  over  the  appa- 
ratus. We  experienced  no  trouble,  liowever,  and  proceeded  on, 
luiishing  our  reconnoissance  of  Port  Hudson.  On  my  return,  I 
stopped  the  veasel  below  the  infernal  machine,  wilfi  her  head 
upstream,  sent  the  men  to  fpiarters.  aiui  dispatched  two  boats  t^j 
take  up  or  destroy  the  a]>naratus.  From  the  inside  buoys  nii  iron 
wire  (apparenin'  telegrajm  wire)  was  disrnv'ei*ed  leaibng  iip  the 
beach,  tlien  over  a  glass  botth*  (attached  U>  a  tret*  as  an  insulator), 
and  fnmi  thence  into  the  WDods.  .\lMnit  M)  fathotus  of  this  wire 
was  hauled  down  to  the  boat,  and   il-s  conneftion  with  the  buoy 

■  spvercfl.  All  the  buoys  were  then  raised  and  found  to  be  connected 
H  by  wires;  and  a  torpedo  of  cylindrical  form,  '^  feet  long  and  a  foot 
H        iii  diameter,  made  of  boiler  iron,  and  finished  in  a  most  workman- 

■  like  manner,  was  found  attached  to  the  ban'el  buoy  and  hung  t  hereto 
H         with  about  a  <lo/-en  turns  of  wire,  rove  through  t-wo  eyebolts,  riveted 

■  in  one  end  of  the  machine.  The  other  end  had  a  plug  fitted  in  with 
H  a  wire  leading  through  and  communicating;  with  the  interior. 
H  A  number  of  wires  appeared  to  eonnect  with  this  end  of  ibe  machine, 
H  but  the  connection  could  not  be  understood,  as  the  wires  were  all 
H        broken  while  raising  it  or  cut  immediately  aft-er  to  prevent  ncci- 

■  deut. 
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We  raised  in  all  one  machine,  three  buoys,  and  about  100  fathoms 
of  telegraph  wire;  other  i)ortions  of  the  apparatus  were  lost,  togetber 
with  a  quantity  of  wire,  owing  to  the  latl^er  breaking  by  the  heavy 
strain  on  it  while  attempting  to  weigh  t]ie  lost  portions. 

This  apparatus  was  skillTully  made  and  carefully  laid  exactly 
in  our  track  and  between  the  points  already  mentioned,  which  con- 
tracted the  river  to  it^  narrowest  tioun<ls.  Near  the  opposite  shore 
tiie  current  nins  with  great  velocity.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to 
examine  the  contents  of  this  machine,  but  after  making  a  few  care- 
ful experiments  I  found  it  could  not  be  opened  without  danger 
of  moving  the  wire.  I  therefore  had  it  taken  on  shore  and  Krt:ured 
ill  a  hole  in  the  levee,  and  a  long:  line  bent  to  the  wire,  then  a  boat 
pulled  out  with  the  other  end  of  the  Une,  and  when  it  became  taut 
the  uiachine  bui-st  witli  a  tremendous  explosion,  tearing  awav  a  lai^e 
piece  of  the  levee  and  throwing  the  pieces  of  iron  in  every  tfireetion; 
one  piece  weighing  ahcmt  2  poimds  fell  on  boanl  the  vessel,  ilistant 
about  300  v'lrds.  It  would  seem  that'  the  machine  was  made  to 
explode  botTi  by  friction  and  electricity.  1  think  there  were  others 
besides  the  one  raised.  I  consider  these  machines  too  dangerous 
t-o  handle,  and  hereafter  shall  destroy  the  buova,  and.  taking  tho 
inshore  end  of  the  wire,  drag  tho  apparatus  well  into  the  river  &nd 
sink  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  H.  B.  Cauiwell, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  1).  G.  Farragut,  l'.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  in  Okie},  Western  Gulf  Bforhadin/f  Si<puidron. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Ftirnujni.  V.  S.  N^avy,  to  Commodore  BrJl, 
U.  5.  Nax^if,  referring  to  the.  rfwse  of  the  Oreto  (C.  S.  S,  Florida)  bu 
the  U.  S.  $.  R.  R.  CuyUr. 

Flagship  IIartfobd, 
New  Orleans,  Januanj  20,  1S6S. 

Dear  C*>mmoi«jkk:  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaido  will  be  off  Galveston  to 
conmiunicat<*  with  the  British  consul.  C'aptain  Ilewett  requestecJ 
me  lo  give  you  notice  of  her  coming,  in  order  to  prevent  any  acci- 
dental misuhderstanrling  after  the  affair  of  the  I/uitfran. 

I  deeply  regret  llmt  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  send  yoxi  the 
two  gunboats  sooner,  but  it  has  been  im}Missible,  and  the  Itasca  and 
KnUtlidiv  will  not  Iw  ready  for  three  days  yet. 

I  fear  the  time  has  passed  for  your  gomg  into  Galveston,  aa  1 
am  informed  by  one  of  the  officers  that  by  working  on  Sunday  they 
had  four  guns  m  bftlter%'  on  Monday  morning  on  trie  point. 

I  have  directed  the  Tenntssee  to  call  at  Sabine  Pass  and 
know  whether  all  was  right  there. 

If  V'Hi  deem  it  necessary  you  ran  send  her  to  Matagorda  and  <lown 
the  const  to  see  how  things  are  progressing. 

Have  you  heanl  fnun  Matagorda  or  from  the  Kemiiujton? 

Let  me  henr  about  the  state  of  atfairs  with  you. 

Tlie  Oreto  ran  out  on  the  HUh.     The  H.  R.  CHiflrr  Is  still  in  chase., 
Wlien  last  seen  they  were  both  scudding  before' a  gale,  the  Oreto  4 
milcji  nhcAd.     The  Oneida,  Captain   Hazard,   did  not  give  chase, 
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but  has  gone  to  Key  West  with  the  news,  etc..  and  to  look  for  her 
and  the  ^m. 

I  have  sent  coal  vessola  down  to  you  on  the  lf>th  instant. 
With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  remain, 
Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FARRAarT. 
Rear-Admirai,  C'ommandin/f. 
Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Commanding  Teioin  Bhcla^e. 


Letter  fntm  Commodore  Btlh  U.  S>  A'aiN/,  to  rnnffuhir  ofHrer  nf  Onhvuttm, 

rrspondimj  to  proteal  mjmnxt  l}omiHin1ment  of  that  niij  ajt  a  hrench  nj 

the  laws  rij  wtir. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sum>i'  HnooKLVN, 

Ojf  OohtMon,  January  :20.  fS6S, 

Sir;  I  had  llic  honor  to-day  of  receiving  your  letter  dated  llth 
January.  liS(i:{.  forwarde(i  hv  Cieneral  Ma«jnider  under  a  fla^  of  truce, 
expivHsiuj;  the  "n'gret  wliicli  I  (tlie  coiiHid)  experieru-ed  yesterday  in 
witnes.siu^'  the  hombardniont  which  you  (Commodore  Bell)  have 
thouijhl  i>n>per  to  direct  upon  the  city  of  Galveston  without  previous 
notification  U^  the  consuls,  according  to  the  customs  under  the  laws 
of  war  and  of  civilized  nations."  and  you  proceed  to  say  "tJiat  act 
has  no  precedent  in  the  hiatorj-  nf  nationB,  if  it  is  not  that  of  Captain 
•luinea  Alden,  of  the  X^.  S.  steam  sloop  of  war  South  Carolina,  who 
proceeded  preeiaelv  in  your  way  by  his  action  of  the  3d  of  August, 
IS61. " 

r  liavo  not  iiuthorized  any  shots  to  he  fired  into  the  city  nf  Galves- 
ton: some  few  fired  at  the  defenses  surroiindiny  t!io  town  may  have 
gone  wUd,  and  it  is  a  nerversion  of  language  to  denominate  such 
stray  shoU  a  "Uomharament." 

On  the  lOlli  instant  sliells  wero  thrown  from  the.**e  vessels  upon 
tn>oiis  who  were  ereetinj;  hatteriea  lo  the  northea-st  from  the  city  and 
out-sidc  of  it ;  also  overland  at  the  armed  steamer  Ilfirrift  Lnrte.  which 
was  in  view.  Inng  in  the  upper  harbor,  and  these  puns  weiv  so  woU 
Hcrved  that  sfie  was  made  to  shift  her  berth  twice  within  u  sliort 
flpace  of  time.  Wliilst  tliis  was  oeciirring.  some  pieces  <if  field  artil- 
lery on  the  beach  near  tlie  middle  of  Vw  city  oi>eru'<l  fire  on  the 
hlockadintj  vessels.  This  ilro  was  returned,  and  it  is  (M>ssible  that 
a  very  few  siiots  went  over  into  tlie  eity,  but  tiu're  was  no  bomhord- 
ment.  A  Ixunbardnu-nt  for  one-lialf  hour  by  these  vessels  from  the 
outside  beach  would  set  all  Galveston  in  a  blaze;  tliia  everybody 
knows. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  refer  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  that  clause  of  your  h'tter  which  refens  to  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tnin  .lames  Alden,  of  the  l'.  S.  steaiu  sloop  of  war  South  Carolina, 
August  3,  ISlil.  The  alhision  which  you  made  to  that  officer  was 
supererogatory  and  might  have  become  an  open  enemy  of  the  United 
Slates,  but  surely  not  the  consular  agent  o^  friendly  neutrals. 

The  city  of  Galveston  was  on  the  10th  instant,  and  is  at  this  day, 
used  a.s  a  gamson  by  the  Confederate  troops;  it  lias  workshops  und 
a  foundry'  in  active  operation,  and  is  surrounded  north,  south,  east, 
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and  west,  on  tlie  harbor  side  tm  well  hh  uti  tlu*  seaside,  by  numerous 

balteiies  and  armod  vessels  in  iU  harbor,  lying  widiin  100  yards  of 
its  houses.  It  is.  in  fact,  a  fortiiied  and  strongly  garrisoned  <'ity. 
and  is  llierefore  subjeot  U»  the  same  Ireaimont,  proceedings,  aria 
casualties  that  any  other  fortified  city  is  lial>le  (lol- 

The  foroij^i  consuls,  foreigners,  and  citizens  have  been  warned  of 
their  danger  ajjairi  and  agahi,  and  nnmy Of  tlieni,  foreigners  and  riii- 
zons.  did  withdraw  from  the  city  when  the  United  States  naval  forces 
necnpied  the  iiarbor.  It  is  to  he  regretted  if  any  i>r  tliem  afterwards 
a<!eei>led  ihe  delusive  nruelaniation  ol  General  Magnider,  dated  4th 
Jaimary,  anil  retnrne*!  to  the  city  as  being  open  for  trade  to  all 
frien<Uy  niitions,  its  bU)rl<adirig  fon*es  having  bi>cn  driven  beyond  its 
neighboring  watei-g  and  the  bluckade  thus  raised.  That  prorlama- 
tion  was  communicated  to  me  to-day  for  the  first  time  and  was 
entirely  unknown  to  me.  The  invitation  which  it  givea  t-o  friendly 
nations  to  resume  their  usual  trade  with  Galveston  as  an  open  port 
is  futile  as  well  as  deceptive,  and  the  foreign  consuls  must  be  aware 
of  thus. 

It  will  give  me  much  pleasure.  Mr.  Consul,  t-o  forwai^  your  olficial 
cxirrespondenre.  with  the  seal  of  your  ttffice  upon  it,  by  such  oppor- 
tunities as  may  arise  from  time  to  time. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  ol»o<lienl  servant, 

'    '     11.  H.  Beix, 
Commodiyrr,  Commanding  V.  S.  Forcra  ojf  Galve^on. 

Monsieur  B.  Tukiion, 

CtniNuiar  Afft:rU  of  France  and  Vice-Consul  of  Spain 

at  Gaivesicn,  Tex. 


Leiteyjrom  Commodorr  BfU,  V.  8.  Navij,  to  Major-Oen/rtj}  Mn/fntd^r, 
V,  S,  Anny,  regarding  various  matters  relating  to  Gaiveston. 

V.  S.  Ste.xm  Sloop  Brooki^vn, 

Off  GalrtaUm,  January  30,  IS6S. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour 
letter  of  the  l.'Uli  instant,  bv  the  hands  of  Colonel  .T.  J,  Cook,  of  the 
Cotifederate  Artillery,  together  with  a  letter  from  A.ssislant  Surgeon 
Thomas  N.  Penrose,  V.  S.  Navy,  and  A.  .1.  Cummings,  surgeon  ol  the 
K*u"ty-second  Massachnst^tts  Volunteers. 

The  nunnery  usi-d  as  n  hospital,  to  wliieh  Surgeons  Penrose  and 
Curamiugs  and  yourself  refer,  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  Ijy  Colonel 
Cook  ami  will  be  respected  by  the  vessels  under  my  couiinatid  if 
you  will  further  designate  it  by  hoisting  a  yellow  flag  over  it. 

In  a  postscript  U)  your  letter  yim  remark  that  you  understand 
that  "  the  city  tif  (ialveston  was  bonibaixled  on  the  lOth  instant  with- 
out notice  to  the  inhabitant*  by  the  ships  under  my  command." 

I  have  not  authorized  a  bombardment  of  the  city  ol  Galveston, 
and  if  shot  fell  in  it  they  were  lu-ed  without  my  knowledge  <ir  consent. 
On  that  day  I  directed  a  few  munds  upon  your  batteries  only,  .situate 
to  the  northeast  from  the  city.  I  also  dire^cted  the  aimed  steamer 
Ilarrift  hint,  lying  in  the  upoer  part  of  Galveston  Iiarbor,  to  be  fired 
upon,  which  was  so  ciFectivcly  dune  that  she  twice  moved  her  l>erth; 
but  the  city,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  was  not  bombarded. 
Some  Held  guna  on  the  edge  or  th.e  city,  east  aide^  fired  upon  one  of 
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the  gunboats,  and  thus  invited  a  i-eturn  fire.  For  this  I  surely  am  not 
rc8pi>nsihlc.  Your  gtais  lioiiig  nliiulw]  all  round  the  city,  gives  it  in 
sinnc  dcgrrc  the  cliararter  of  a  furtress. 

The  onK^laniiilion  which  yim  issued  <in  the  4lh  instant,  and  which 
I  hjul  tnc  hotiDf  to  rorpive  to-day.  hv  wfiirh  you  invite  Irado  to  Gal- 
veston as  an  oi>L'n  port,  can  only  doUidc  fori'i}]jntMv  into  Imvin*;  theii* 
property  cuptured.  The  ciilire  coast  has  hceii  and  i.s  iindrr  blockade. 
iUtnouLdi  you  drove  out  IViMii  (ialvi'.sloii  the  ruited  States  vessels, 
yon  did  iint  <Itivo  thpTii  off  tlip  roast.  Mnnifrstly  you  had  not  the 
means,  and  your  steanihortts  did  not  ronio  out  of  po'rt. 

I  thank  you,  general,  most  cordially,  for  the  kind  treatment  which 
Surgeons  f^enrose  and  C'umnungs.  of  tlie  I'nited  Stales  Navy  and 
AruiY.  have  as.surt>d  nic  has  ht-en  extended  to  the  wounded  sailons 
and  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  lfntt«d  Stales  by  your  own  medical 
ct)rps. 

1  am  verballv  informed  by  Colonel  Cook  thai  the  ITnited  States 
troops  captured  in  C-Jalvcstou  on  the  1st  instant  have  been  forwarded 
to  \  ifksburj;,  and  that  you  will  release  (m  parole  the  caf)turcd  nu*n 
fnuu  the  steamer  Unmet  Jjine,  if  I  make  arran^renipnts  to  receive 
them.  It  will  jjive  me  ^reat  j)leaMure  t(»  n'ceive  them  on  board  the 
United  Stales  vessels  lyin^:  otf  this  port  any  day  most  convenient  to 
jMMirself,  and  I  would  thank  you  to  let  nu'  know  in-  what  manner  I 
may  contribute  toward  bringing  them  out  and  at  what  point  I  can 
receive  them. 

No  portion  of  the  late  Captain  Wainwright's  property,  referred  to 
in  vour  lelter,«lias  been  received  by  itie. 

f  will  have  a  communication  ("or  the  French  and  Spanish  con- 
sular agent  to-morrow  at  lU  a.  m..  and  would  tnmble  you  to  send  out 
loi  it.  My  boat  will  meet  yours  after  she  appeal's  outside  of  the 
harbor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  ai*rvant, 

II.  11.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Galveston. 

Major-Oeneral  J.  Bankiikad  Maouuokr, 

CommaTuiing  Confederate  Forces^  Galveston,  7'ex. 


Report  of  Hear-Admlral  Fnrragvt,  U.  S.  Natnf,  trnnsmiiting  proclama- 
tions of  Major-General  Magrudtr,  V.  S.  At*my, dated  January  JO  and 
21,  iSOS. 

Flaosuip  U.vbtford. 
New  Orleans,  Febntanj  V^,  1863. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  proclamation  of  the 
rebel  general  Ma^'ruch'r,  declaring  the  coast  of  Texa,s  ojien  t<i  trade, 
HJ.so  a  count^T-prfU'laniaLion*  from  Commodore  Bell.  Copies  of  this 
hitler  have  been  furnished  the  foreign  consuls  at  Galveston,  and  also 
to  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Hear-Admira!, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Namj, 
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tBlidcaim.| 
HEADQrARTERS    EaSTERV   SuB.  DiS.  OF  TeXAS, 

Galveston.  Junuury  27,  IS63. 

Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  throufi;h  Major  (Edward] 
Von  Ilarteti.C  S.  aiiiiU'rv.and  First  Lieutonant  IK.  M.J  rmnklin,  my 
assifiiaut  adjuiam-ceneral,  the  private  property  of  the  Iat«  Coiniiiauder 
WainwriKht,  found  on  hoard  the  Harriet  Lane. 

Also  uixec  proclamations  from  Major-Generol  J.  Bankhead 
Mafjruder,  by  whom  I  am  instmcted  to  notify  you  that  vessels  loaded 
witli  cotton  nave  sailed  to  foreign  ports,  from  the  several  ports  men- 
lioned  in  said  proelamutions. 

The  only  buoy  removed  by  us,  as  ha«  been  ascertained  after  strict 
eiKjuir>',  sliall  lie  rcptarcd  as  near  a-s  possibh>  to  the  phu-c  from  wlilch 
it  was  taken.  I  would  rcsnectfuMy  repeat  that  the  buoy  stianded 
west  of  Fori  Point  wils  wa-shed  olf  durinj;  the  gale  eight  or  ten  days 
ago. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  Debuay. 
Colonel,  Coinmiind'mg  East  Sub.  I>ist.  oj  2'exa*. 

Conmiodore  IT.  H.  Bell, 

Commaruixng  U ,  S.  Forces  off  GaU^Mon  Island. 

(.MubaDcIominNi.] 

Prodamatiim.  » 

HorsTOX.  January  20,  1863. 
Wliorens  the  port  of  Velnsro,  on  the  Brazos  Uiver,  in  Texas,  has 
couse<i  lo  he  mtuully  l>kKk«ded  by  the  forced  withdrawal  of  tbo 
enemv's  fleet  from  the  same,  1  hereby  iasue  tlua  proclamation,  in\-iting 
frienJly  neutral  nation.s  Ut  resume  commercial  intercourse  with  this 
port  until  an  actual  l>l(K-kade  baa  lieen  reestablished,  with  tlie  UBual 
notice  demanded  by  the  law  of  nations. 

-T.  RANKnBAO  Maoritdrr, 
Maj.  Grn.,  Comd^.  Dint.  Teyas,  Neu?  Mexieo,  and  Arizona. 

Commodore  Br.i.L, 

Oommnndihff  iSqvatlron,  off  Galveston, 

Ofricinl: 

11.  M.  Stanarh, 

Aidrde-Camp, 


Protiantation. 


IIorsTON,  January  SO,  1SS3. 
Wliereas  the  port  of  Lavaea.  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  has  cea^eil  lo  be 
Hritialiv  hlix'kuded,  by  the  forced  withdrawal  of  the  enemy's  Heet 
from  tlio  same.  I  liereby  issue  this  proclamation,  inviting  friondly 
neutral  nations  to  resume  commercial  iutt^rcuurse  with  this  port  until 
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kn  Actual  blockade  has  been  reestablished,  with  the  usual  iir^tice 
dL'uianded  by  the  ]aw  of  nations. 

J.  BaN'KIIKAU    MAORrilKR, 

Maj.  Gtn.^Comdg.  Diet.  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Coniiuodore  Bell, 

Comma-nding  Fedtral  Squadron  off  Galvfsion. 
Official: 

H.  M.  Stan'ard, 

A  id-de-€amp. 


(Rndoraemoat.] 
Received  11  a.  m.  28lh  January,  1863. 


H.  H.  Bkll,     • 
Commodore. 


Prodamation, 


HorsTON,  Jamt/jTy  ?/.  IftSS. 
Wliereas  the  port  of  Sabine  Paiw,  in  Texas,  has  ceased  to  be  actually 
blockaded,  by  tlie  capture  of  the  enemy *s  lleet  near  the  same,  I  hereby 
issue  tliis  nrochimation,  inviting  friendly  neutral  nations  to  resume 
coinmeiTial  inter(*oui"se  with  this  port  until  an  actuai  blockade  has 
been  reestablished,  with  the  usual  notice  demanded  by  tho  law  of 
nations. 

J.  Bankiibad  Maquuukh. 
Maj.  Gen.,  Comdg.  Diet.  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

Commodore  Bell, 

Commanding  Federal  Squadron  off  Galveston. 

Oiilcial: 

II  M.  Stanard, 

Aid-de-Camp. 


Jitter  from  Commodore  BeU,  V .  S.  Naiy,  to  Mnjor-Qeneral  Magrudetj 
C.  S.  Army,  complaining  of  inowffott  of  a  ffa^  of  truce. 

V,  S.  Stkam  Sloop  BROOKi>yN. 

Off  Galveston,  Januarif  ^1,  1S6S. 

Sm:  It  appears  that,  the  boat  whirh  you  sent  out  to  me  ycstrrday 

under  a  flae  <jf  truce  did  not  return  in  good  faitii  lust  uigiit  tn  llie 

harbor  of  Galveston,  but  remained  outside  and  was  occupied   in 

H        removing  the  buoys.     The  only  one  in  sight  to-day  lies  on  the  beach. 

I  Tho  boat  referred  to  was  seen  tu  go  into  the  harbor  after  dayliglit 

H       this  nioming. 

H  In  addition  to  this  deliberate  use  and  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce, 

H  I  am  credibly  iiifonned  that  you  did  flagrantly  violate  its  privileges 
H  and  rights  on  tlie  1st  day  of  this  month;  that  the  Forty-second  Kegi- 
H  ment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  was  attacked  and  captured,  and 
H  your  artUlciy  hauled  to  Fort  Point  and  there  plantefl  during  the 
H  time  that  the  (lag  was  flying  ou  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane  and  the 
H       United  States  vessels. 
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These  facts,  as  I  believe  thorn  to  be,  I  will  communicate  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  Washiny;t^»n  City. 
1  am,  very  re-spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  11.  Beu,. 

Comviodore, 
Major-CJeneral  .1.  Bankhrad  Maokudkk 

Commanding  Confede.rale  Forces^  Gahvaton,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Comnuidon  Belf,  U.  fi.  Navy,  to  M ajor-Oejifral  Magruder, 
C  o.  Army,  tranftmitting  tMirnlng  oj  tttfack  iijmn  iiithfaion  by  iht 
Ffderai  jorees. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bkooklvn, 

Off  Gnfvfsiim,  Januont  ~^^  fSOS. 
Sik:  1  address  vou  this  note  in  tlie  ('aiise  of  humanity,  requesiting 
you  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  foreign  consuls,  foreign  residents, 
and  the  peaceable  citizens  residing  in  the  city  of  Galveston  to  witli- 
draw  therefrom  withitut  delay. 

1  will  allow  iIkmii  twonlv-foiir  hours  from  S  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this 
date,     \iivr  that  1  will  not  Uc  rospoiisihlc  for  the  consequences. 

The  city  of  Galveston,  being  surrounded  by  ruiinerous  batteries  and 
lilled  with  armed  troops,  shall  lienceforth  be  regarded  and  treated  as 
any  other  fortified  place  in  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Cofnmoiidin^  V .  S.  Forces  off  Oalvesion. 

Majoi^jrenerai  J.  Bankhkau  Maukiokk, 

Cwnnujiuiiiuf  Confederate  Forces,  Galveston,  Tex. 

[£Dc)oiiun.| 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston.  Jan iianj  .'I,  iSGS. 
Sin:  T  have  to  request  of  you  to  give  publicity  to  the  enclosed 
notice  to  all  foreign  eon^^uts  and  others  of  the  danger  attending  their 
coutinued  i-esidence  in  the  city  of  Galveston. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obcdienl.  .servant, 

II.  II.  Bell, 
Commwiore,  Commanding  V .  S.  Forres  off  Gafveston. 

Monsieur  B.  Th^uon, 

Consular  Agent  oj  France  and  Vice-Conftul  oj  ^pain 

at  Galveston,  Tex, 

[Stll>CIKj«MKl».) 

U.  S.  Steam  Sijk)|'  Buooklyn, 

Off  Gahyeston,  January  .-'/,  J80S. 
Whereas  the  city  of  Galveston  is  occupied  and  garrisoned  by  the 
troops  of  tlie  f'oiifederat4'  States,  and  the  sjiid  troops  are  diligently 
employed  in  erecting  defenses  in  and  around  the  said  city  in  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  foreign  consuls  a.m]  foreign  .«iub- 
jects  and  all  other  persons  concenuMl  are  hereby  wHriic<l  tliat  ttie  city 
of  Galveston  and  its  (h'fen.ses  are  liable  to  lie  al tacked  at  any-day  by 
the  foi'ces  uf  the  United  States  under  niv  coiiuuand. 
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Twenty-four  hours  will  be  given  from  5  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this  day 
for  innocent  and  helpless  persons  to  withdraw  from  the  said  city  of 
Gaivotiton  and  its  vicinity. 

H.  H.  Bki.l, 
Commodore,  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  off  Galvtttton. 


General  order. 

FLAfianrp  TlARTFORn, 
New  Orleans,  Janwinj  V/,  IS6S. 
Heroftffflr  no  ofTicer  will  Iw  permitted  to  remain  out  of  his  ship 
after  12  o'clock  midnijjht.  except  with  the  special  peniiission  of  his 
commanding  ollicer.  No  ollicer  whatever  will  absent  himself  from 
Ilia  vessel  beyond  t\ventv-f<nir  hours  without  special  |>erniiMsioik  fi*om 
the  admiral  or  senior  (»iFicer  present. 

This  ordf-r  will  lie  strictly  enforced  ainl  all  infriiigenientvS  thereof 
will  be  punished  with  the  greatest  severity. 

D.  G.  Farhaopt, 
Rfar-Admiral,  Commanding. 


Letter  from  near-jidmind  Farragut,  U .  S.  Namf,  to  Lirutenant-Colond 
Irtnn,  U .  .S'.  Annyj  regarding  the  wUhdrawai oj  tfte  U.  S.  H.  Estrella 
from  Berwick  Bay. 

KlAOSHIP    HAHTI'YJRn, 

New  Orleaiiit,  Januanf  ^/,  f86S. 

Sin :  1  Imve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  commun- 
icatinn,  eiiclu.sinj;  a  document  from  lJrigadier-(ieneial  Weitzel  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tcunboats  in  Berwick  Bay.  In  re^)h'  I  Imve  to  say  thai  it 
in  tile  first  1  knew  of  the  gigantic  operations  in  that  quarter  or  I  cer- 
tainly woulii  not  have  taken  the  Ffttrelhi  from  there  to  place  in  l-ake 
Pontchartrain.  In  n»y  last  convoi'sation  with  the  coniinnndin";  gen- 
eral he  certainly  expressed  no  sucli  views  to  me.  but  appeared  fjlad 
that  1  had  ordered  the  Ksinlia  around  to  the  lake  until  I  Lould  get 
others  of  more  suitable  foive  for  (lanking  the  position  at  New  Orleans. 
Before  ordering  the  FstrrVa  around,  I  wrote  to  the  comnmnding  olh- 
cer  of  tlie  llotiUa  to  know  if  he  was  in  any  <langer  of  being  attacked 
or  if  he  could  spai*c  a  boat  for  the  lake  service,  to  whicli  he  replied 
that  he  could  spare  her,  as  he  knew  of  nothing  to  prevent  it,  as  the 
Votfon  was  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Rear-Admirtd ,  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rirn  B.  Irwin, 

Art'uuf  Adjutant-Generfil,  Department  of  Gulf. 


Report  of  Rear-Admind  Furrotjuf,   U.  S.  Nai^j,  fran»niitting  extract 
from  tJu  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

No.  22.]  Flagship  ILvrtford, 

New  Orleam,  January  ^1 ,  J86S. 
Sib:  I  was  much  surprised  to  see  an  article  in  the  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Cominercii,  of  January  8,  stating  that  the  operations  on  the 
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Mississippi  River  were  delayed  bj-  ray  fleet  not  being  ready  for  service. 
1  should  not  have  taken  any  ntitice  of  lU'is  arlicle  had  it  not  been 
stated  tliat  the  information  was  derived  from  the  War  Department. 
PeiTiit  me  to  assure  the  Department  that  there  has  not  been  an  hour 
in  the  last  three  months  tiiat  I  whh  not  willing  and  ready  to  cooperate 
with  the  Army,  and  I  have  from  lime  to  time  so  notified  the  command- 
infi  generals. 

Kecent  K>sses,  consequent  upon  the  disasters  at  Galveston,  have 
greatly  weakened  my  force,  but  such  as  it  is,  it  is  kept  ready  for  action 
at  all  times. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Q.  Farraout, 

Rear-Aiiininil. 
Hon.  GniKoN  Wkllks, 

Sfcrftanj  0/  thf  Nawj. 

[Kn>dorM«nM>nt.| 

iJave  never  doubted  the  readiness  of  Ailnural  Farragut  to  act.  and 
tlie  article  i-eferred  to  had  not  ita  origin  in  this  Deparinient. 

(Wei.i.es.I 

[RnoUMUK.] 

Port  Hvdaon  and  Virkshurff. — There  has  been  a  disposition  in 
st>nu'  quartei's  lo  blame  General  Sherman,  commanding  the  assault 
upon  \ifksliurg,  for  not  awaiting  tlie  arrival  of  the  forces  ex|)tH:ted 
from  New  Orleans,  comprising  tietjicJinients  from  Banks's  expedi- 
tion and  the  lleet  under  Commodore  Farragut.  A  premature  move- 
ment, it  was  argued,  without  the  cooperation  of  ail,  was  liable  to 
result  in  disaster.  But  it  is  now  known  that  the  report  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  strongly  fortified  piist  known  as  Port  Hudson,  a  few  miles 
above  Baton  l{<mge,  was  incorrect,  as  C'ommwlore  Farragut  wus  not 
in  readiness  for  the  attack  u[)  to  the  2'2d  tdtimo,  to  ^^hi(-il  date  tho 
latest  advices  received  by  the  War  Department  extend. 

Of  couKie  no  assistance  friuu  New  Orleans  couhl  be  received  at 
Vicksbiirg  until  this  point  is  i-arried,  and  as  the  place  is  said  to  be 
strongly  fortifietl,  the  assault  i)ropo;*ed  by  General  Sherman  might 
have  ncen  postponed  indefinitely  if  dependent  on  movements  from 
below. 

It  is  oviilent  that  Sherman  was  determined  to  make  an  attempt 
alone,  at  nit  ha/ards.  So,  entering  the  Yazoo  Uiver  near  VicKs- 
burg,  he  was  enabled  to  assail  the  rear  of  the  cit^',  and  our  forces 
seem  to  have  engaged  with  terrible  earnestness  m  this  desperatt^ 
undertaking. 


Repitrt  0/  Rear-Admirai  Farragut^   U.   S.   iVow/,   regarding  general 

matters- 
No.  23.]  F1.AO8HIP  Hartford, 

Ne%P  OrlenuK,  Janmry  21, 1863. 
Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  CHfton.  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  L. 
I^w,  conunaniling,  from  Galveston,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  liatttrajt,  I  foimd  her  officers  and  crew  so  demoratixcd 
h}^  the  apprehension  of  the  vessel's  unaeawi>rthine.ss^ — many  of  the 
crew  deserting — that  I  was  compelled  to  retain  the  Clifton  in  the 
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river  and  send  two  of  the  gunboats  down  to  Galveston  in  her  place, 
both  of  which  requii-ed  some  work  to  be  done  to  tlieii-  marluuery 
before  they  coidd  ^o  to  sea.  I  fear,  however,  as  C'omjiiodoro  Boil 
did  not  attacU  the  nhice  the  moment  he  liati  the  first  four  <ir  five 
boats,  he  lias  missed  his  chance,  as  they  have  been  very  industrious 
in  tlirowiii^  up  earthworks  and  placing  the  guns  of  the  M\ntpeld 
and  llarritt  Lour  in  battery. 

The  shameful  conduct  of  our  forces  at  Galveston  has  been  one  of 
the  severest  blows  of  the  war  to  the  Navj';  the  prcstipe  of  the  gun- 
boats is  gone  in  that  quarter  tnitil  it  is  again  reestablished  l>y  sf)nie 
corresponding  good  conduct  on  our  part. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  take  Lieut*nant-C'ommunder  P.  C 
Johnson  out  of  the  Tennesstr  to  command  the  KataHdin.  v'\ce  Lieu- 
tenaiit-Commaniler  F.  A.  Hoe,  whom  I  have  pennitted  to  go  home 
as  worn-out.  Acting  Master  d.  I),  C'liilds  takes  conmiand  of  tlio 
TfJinesfiee. 

I  am  greatly  in  want  of  officers  and  men,  and  that  fact  alone  pre- 
vented me  from  sending    nortli  Licutenant^C'ommanders  Law  and 
"Wilson.     I  am  doing  all  I  can  tu  r^bip  men  in  New  Orleans.     Every 
store  vessel  lliitt  returns   nortli  carries  from  40  to  100  invalids. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  G.  Farraout, 

liear-Admirai, 

Hon.  Gideon  WELt-Ea, 

Secretary  oj  tlie  Navy^  Waahingtony  D.  C. 


Capture  by  Co-nfederate  stfamerx  of  U,  S.  ship  Morning  Li<ght  and  U.  S. 
schooner  Vehcitij,  off  Safnne  Pass,  January  21, 1863. 

Bepcrt  of  B«ar •Admiral  FarragDt,  D.  8.  Ntvy,  tranimlttiiig  reporti. 

No.  31.]  Ki.A08iiii'  riARTFonn, 

Nev)  Orhans.  January  ^9,  1803. 

Sir:  I  have  received  dispatches  from  Commodore  Boll  and  Lieu- 
tenaiit-Cornmantler  Kead,  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  extracts  and  copy 
of  which  I  herewith  encloae,  by  w}iich  you  will  sec  that  our  disasters 
on  that  coast  are  not  yet  ended. 

As  I  had  alrnadv  ftntici[iated,  it  appears  that  the  enemy  came  out 
of  Saliiiie  Pa.ss  with  two  cotlonfortified  .steuniei-s,  on  a  calui  morning, 
ran  out  to  sea  some  12  or  14  miles  to  whei'e  tlic  Morniug  Liijht  was. 
The  latter  soon  got  umlerway,  but  by  the  rebel  account  (and  we 
have  no  other),  triey  gave  eluise,  soon  came  up  with,  and  captured 
her  without  h>sjng  a  man.  The  same  course  of  ncmrcsistance  appears 
to  have  been  [)U^sui^d  by  the  olTicers  and  crew  of  that  vessel  as  was 
imrsued  by  those  of  the  Westfidd  and  Harriet  Lane.  The  schooner 
VeltKity  was  soon  made,  also,  Ut  Hurrender,  and  was  taken  into  j)ort. 

I  am  very  thankful  that  they  did  not  get  the  guns  of  the  Morning 
Light,  as  it  would  have  enabled  them  to  erect  a  battery  of  great 
strength  in  such  a  shallow  pass. 

You  will  notice  that  the  guns  of  tlu?  Momina  fjght  were  loaded 
and  went  utT  when  thoy  became  heated,  by  whicli  circumstance  I 
judge  the  men  did  not  oven  lire  their  last  charge,  but  surrendered 
witboui  a  struggle. 
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I  am  pleased  to  see  by  Commodore  Bell's  report  that  the  Harriei 
Lan€  is  still  in  (J(ilvost<jn  Harbor,  lilthoiigh  they  liave  tried  to  impress 
Ufi  with  the  idea  that  she  had  run  out  during  the  last  gale,  which  is 
now  ktuiwn  nut  to  he  the  case. 

i  bc'g  t«j  cull  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  iho  !&cl  tliat  they 
are  plnriii^  all  their  (jnn.s  tin  the  channel  fronts  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  our  vessels.  It  will  be  a  fine  opportunity,  ttiorefore.  for  a  land 
foi-ce  to  attack  on  the  outside,  by  which  tiiey  will  be  lakeu  iu  the  i-ciu- 
and  their  retreat  cut  off. 

All  of  which  is  resi)i'ctfully  subiuitted  by, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAnRAorr, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  tiinKON  Weu.es, 

Seeretanj  of  the  .VdiN/. 

P.  S.  — T  have  just  Iparned  tluit  the  Momimj  Light  was  captured 
in  a  dead  culm,  by  the  steamers  coming  up  osteni  of  her. 

D,  G.  Farragut, 
Hear-AdTiiiral, 


Extracts  from  report  of  Commodora  Boll,  V,  8.  Ktry, 

U.  S.  Stram  Six>op  Brooki,tk, 
Oif  Galveston.  January  i?4,  1S6S. 

Sir:  The  defenses  of  this  harbor  have  gone  on  increasing  from 
day  to  day.  without  mv  beinp  able  to  prevent  it.  at  the  distance 
of  '_*  miles;  indeed  I  could  not  see  Ibem  three-fourtiis  of  the  time  for 
llu'liaxe;  they  may  now  be  called  formiduble  to  anything  that  we  might 
scTid  against  Iheni,  cuiisideritig  the  shoals  and  narrow  approaches 
around  them. 

The  fi>ur  gunboats  which  are  hero  since  the  18th  draw  t'Oo  much 
water  to  liave  gone  in  at  any  time  without  one  or  more  vessels  of 
lighter  draft,  and  good  butteries.  *  «  •  Now  that  llie  buoji^s 
have  been  taken  away,  there  docs  not  appear  l-o  be  the  least,  oliance 
of  success  for  any  uncomhined  naval  and  land  attack  that  rould 
be  made. 

The  steamer  Tennettsee,  Acting  Master  Childs.  commanding, 
arrive<l  here  at  3  a.  m.,  23d,  from  Sabine  Pass,  and  refwrted  that 
the  rebels  there  have  captured  the  V.  S.  sliip  Afnrning  Light.  At 
6:3(1  a.  rn.  I  sent  Commander  Read,  in  the  New  Lomlon,  and  Lieu- 
tenant^Communder  MrDcnnut,  in  the  Coyuqn,  to  recapture  her  or 
destroy  her.     They  have  not  yet  been  heard  t'rom.     1  shall  be  under 

the  necesrtitv  of  keeping  them  there  until  jou  order  it  otherwise. 

*  *    *  «  *  *  *  * 

Nothing  luis  been  yet  heard  of  the  Kensington.  I  will  therefore 
send  two  gunboutvs  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  soon  as  the  Katahdin  and 
Itasca  arrive,  to  make  proper  enquiries  and  to  show  ourselves. 

Ver>'  reei«sclfiUJy.  your  obediejit  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Conimodorn. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  PARRAnrr, 

Cominanding  West  (.htif  Woclcading  Squadron,  New  Orleans, La, 
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Report  of  Lientanint-Commuider  Betd,  V.  8.  Kavy,  eommBAding  U.  8.  B.  New  London. 


U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Sabitif  Pa^ft,  Janmirtj  26,  1S63. 

Sir:  On  the  luorning  of  the  23d  instant  I  was  orHerec],  in  com- 
pany \vith  the  gunbont  Cayuga,  to  [jroceod  witli  iitl  nossihlo  <lts[)aU<Ji 
t^>  Sabine  Pass,  Coniinudore  B^ll  navinK  receive*!  information  that 
the  shin  Moruiruj  Light  und  schooners  tiachti  Seamaji  and  yelocity, 
blockadiu^  there,  had  been  captured  by  the  rebels.  Wo  got  under- 
way abiiiil  daybreak.  At  hallpast  12  m.,  <n\  the  23d,  we  discovered 
the  Morning  Light,  and  soon  after  saw  a  steamboat  leave  lier  and 
tiland  into  t!ie  Pass.  iSiinuUaneoiisly  wil.Ii  llie  Hopartnro  of  tlie 
steand>oat,  saw  a  (U-nsc  stnoku  rising  from  the  shin.  I  ordered  the 
Cagugn,  being  the  fastest  ves.sel,  to  gn  aheaii  witli  all  speed  and  save 
the  Morning  Li^ht  if  po.ssiblc.  On  our  nearer  apnroacli  we  discov- 
ered that  her  sails  were  loosed,  jiba  up,  the  ship  beioiv  the  wind,  and 
heading  toward  the  Pass,  and  m  flanies  fore  and  aft  as  hiKh  as  the 
foretop.  At  twenty-five  niiuutes  before  3  tlie  miz/.enmast  and  main- 
topmast  fell  over  tlie  side. 

At  3  p.  m.  arrived  near  the  burning  wreck,  sent  a  boat  to  make 
examination,  and  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  do  anything  t**  save 
the  Morning  Light.  The  (ire  was  started  in  the  afler  part  of  the 
ship.  The  enemy  hud  towod  her  into  10  feet  of  water,  perhaps  with 
the  hope  of  getting  her  over  (he  bar  into  the  Pa.ss.  Four  of  her  gims 
were  discharged  by  the  heat,  three  on  the  port  side  and  one  on  I  bo 
starboard  side,  the  latter  having  fallen  into  the  hold  and  the  shot 
coming  out  just  above  their  cooper,  our  boat  being  near  at  the  time. 
Two  of  her  shells  exploded.  Tlie  enemy  had  undoulncdly  moved  the 
powder  from  the  magazine,  as  no  explosion  took  place  except  the 
gims  and  shell.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  t(»ok  any  of  lirr  puns,  as 
we  saw  seven,  and  the  eightli  nuiy  Iiave  fallen  into  the  hohf,  as  tho 
deck  was  much  caved  in  when  our  boat  reached  her. 

The  wreck  of  the  Mining  Li^ht,  allowing  nothing  but  lier  stem 
and  stcrnpOHts,  and  a  lai*ge  iron  water  tank  nearly  amidships,  now 
lies  in  10  feet  water  on  the  outi»r  edge  of  the  bar.  bearing  frcjm 
the  liglit-house  N.  W.,  distiint  about  4  miles.  Her  bovver  anchors 
and  chains  can  be  got,  also  a  large  anchor,  showing  the  ring,  awa.sli 
about  the  fore  hatch.  We  saved  one  topgallant  sail  and  one  royal, 
also  a  topgallant  and  royal  yard.  Nearly  all  Iicr  spars  are  so  charred 
or  humea  so  badly  as  to  be  useless.  All  that  can  be  I  will  have 
saved.     Four  of  lier  !)oa1s  which  we  saw  were  stove. 


As  to  the  sfhciunei-s  Rachd  Seaman  and  Velocity,  the  former,  I  Imve 

iritn  the  Morning  Light. 
On  Priday,  the  23d,  I  saw  four  steamboats  lying  at  Sabine  ('ity, 

I     ._    ii' - i I xi >-ija1-     _;..        1^ _/   t.1 ..  _    ~   " 


learned,  luus  escaped;  the  latter  was  captured  wit  I 


and  on  Saturday,  the  24th,  six.  Two  of  them,  as  I  have  learnecl, 
are  !>ftrricaded  with  cotton  and  mount  three  guns  each,  one  a  <K)- 
i>ou!ulcr.  The  pilot  who  accompanied  us,  and  who  has  considerable 
knowUnlge  of  this  place,  informs  me  that  there  are  five  steamboats 
in  Sabine  River  and  one  seagoing  steamer.  My  intentiiin  was  to 
cro.ss  the  bar  ami  go  u]»  to  Sabine  City  and  if  possil>ln  dcslriiy  the 
encrav's  steamboats  or  other  vessels  thVy  may  have  in  their  posses- 
sion, out  on  Saturday  muniing  1  soundeti  the  bar  in  company  with  the 
pilot  and  did  not  find  water  sufficient  to  cross.  1  will  watch  the  tide 
and  make  another  attempt  to  go  over,  and  if  po.ssible  acoomplish  my 
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object.    At  Snbine  City  the  rebels  have  two  companies  of  cavalry  of 
SO  men  each  and  two  cmnpanics  of  infantn'  of  about  100  men  each. 

Captain  CliiMs.  of  the  Tfnn€sset\  by  whom  I  send  this  dispatch, 
will  inform  you  of  some  items  of  personal  interest. 
Very  rtrspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
L  ieut^nant-Commander. 
Rear-Ad rni ml  D.  O.  FARRAcirT. 

C&mdg.  West  Guff  lUockdg.  Squatiron.  Ffapskip  Hartjord. 


Ord0r    of  Commodore  Boll,  T7.  8.  Kivy,  to  Comtnaadsr  Bead,    U.    8.    Navy,    conunAndtng 
IT.  8.  8.  New  London,  to  recapture  or  destroy  the  U,  B.  ibip  Uomitig  Light. 

II.  S.  Stbam  Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Off  Gaiffstoji ,  January  23,  !S6S. 
Sir:  The  Tennessee  has  ju.st  arrived,  having  touched  at  Sabine 
Patw,  and  reports  to  nie  [the  loss  of]  tlie  IF.  S.  shi[i  }forninff  Light, 
with  ein:ht  long  ^J-poimders,  together  with  tlie  schooner  Vfiocity  and 
prolmhTy  the  seliooner  Rftehel  Seaman,  witli  twu  lonir  32-t)minders. 

You  will  prooecii  inmiedintely,  in  company  witli  the  ('oijitya,  LLeu- 
t^nani-Cominanilrr  D.  A.  McDcriniit,  to  Sahinc  Pa.s.s  and  recapture  or 
de.'itroy  the  Morning  Light  and  snrh  otltcr  vessels  ii.s  tlic  rebels  may 
have  there. 

The  Morning  Light  lies  in  16  feot  water.  The  bar  runs  out  sev- 
eral miles. 

Very  respectfully, 

n.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Com<iff.  U.  S.  Forees  off  OalveMon  and  the  Coast  of  Texas. 

Commander  Ahner  Read. 

Commanding  U .  S.  Gunboat  New  London,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Beport  of  Acting  Kaster  DilUngh&m,  U.  8.  Navy,  late  commanding  IT,  8.  ship  Morning 

Light. 

HorsToN,  April  f,  lSf>S. 

Sir:  T  forward  you  a  list  of  the  oflicers  and  privates  captured  on 
the  LI.  S.  .ship  Morning  Light  and  schooner  Velocity  incluacd.  En- 
closed is  also  a  list  of  the  oHicers  and  privates  of  V.  S.  S.  Harriet 
Laur  and  Kortv-second  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunt-cers.  and 
would  beg  to  call  your  earhest  attention  U>  having  us  exchaugcil  via 
(Jalveston  and  the  Mississippi  River  instead  of  ovcrltmd  via  Alexan- 
dria, as  luaiiy  -of  nur  men  are  partially  invalided  ami  not  capable  of 
making  the  Journey.  1  have  forworded  a  list  of  otir  names  to  Major 
Walts,  the  Confederat-e  agent  for  exchange  of  prisoners  at  Port  Hud- 
son, and  am  advised  to  ask  your  assistance  in  having  the  exchange 
eflectetl  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  resiwctfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

John  Dillinrham, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  Comdg.  U.  5.  Ship  Morning  Light, 

Commodurc  11.  II.  Bell, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Naval  Forces  off  Texas. 
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ZiMrf  oj  offict-FM  and  men  of  V.  8.  thip  Htfming  Light,  John  DiUingham.  acting  master, 

commanding. 


NftHMt. 


Rank. 


Henry  W.  WiuhburD —  Acting  iijjtiit'^r  iiml  pxcvuttreoaMr. 

W.  W  .  Fowlrr.,. Artlnji  mjwtpr 

CmiiKb  H.Rioe Acting  inanter'tt  imile 

John  W.  Sherly  .       .  Rurspnn. . . 

John  l..('hnniD(<r« ActiQg  mantrr's  m«k- 

■     Hfury  I,.  V«n  Wytli. .  .      PaynuuiUr's «t«w«nl.     "   

Georg«  \i,  Abboil V«Mjm«n 

I.  W.J.B.l.Ufk .-     SurjreoOK  Kteward 

i  Jnn.MAriiknn KoAUrwalo'*  nuit«. .. 

^.  Jno.  H.wuuim* do 

4.  Wm.Cftmph«ll C*ptate  forKutk^... 


Honftrka. 


S.  Wm.  Ji^nldnn   . 
■.  fJnttlrl  frcontK. ..    , 
7,  Pct«  Lr  Prm-Mt. 


'  TAptaln  HiAlntop   . 
'  C«itl«li]  forvtoi) . . . 


((.  Jrthn  Ilovfi-n, ,   .  Coxsvkln 

9.  XUU'lM"  tia.\ur.h\m dO 

in,  ThnniiiK  Shonlionl QoarMmiuUr 

11.  JoUnlM.liid do 

12.  JowDh  LtttJ« ..     UMt«r-«t-aniui 

LI.  Jiio-McClnuun . Ckptain  orhtdrl 

1«.  (liM.  Thomw Oaantr's  nuicc 

I."!.  J*»  H.  Wurdwi.,- Qoarwrpunnf-r. . . . 

Itt.  Jim  T.  fjiiffllli r«rpf*itrr*(t  malp 

17.  Jnn.  ITftlfirv TApuIn  forwiwUe.. 

18.  Miirrin  K.l.yiiim.            ..    ('Hptaln'n  KU'wsnI.. 
I».  Jocopti  ('.Shorter >  Wardroom  mU'WmrI. 

30.  J*ram  Jobiwon ^  Wanlroom  onok 

21.  Timothy  Baldwin 8hlp'*cook 

23.  AlpboTuo  Matfaev* SMiitftn. 

21.  K'fwHnI  Soh\r do. 

2i.  Wm.Thomiu ' tlo- 

ai.  JnaSTapIln flo.. 

M,  neuiy  K.Snjder I OO.. 

27.  naniri  IlllDgwortb { do.. 

•a.  Duild  Hiirke do.. 

29.  Owirge  Dawson..... I do.. 

».  John  WUliuna.M '„;..do.. 

31.  John  D.OHTtr do.. 

32.  Michael  Sugnie do.. 

33.  w.R.H.OObert • do.. 

34.  AuKUstuii  Johnaon......  .---.do.. 

35.  F.A.  Van  Honk do.. 

3ft,  Chaa.  Iljan \ do. 

3*.  Joftpipli  JJ alley do. 

3)1.  FrandM  Murray   .  do.. 

39.  Henry  f.  Buck do. 

«.  CJia*.  Iiaxter ' do 

«1.  Jnii,  lUrknon I do 

42.  lieatrKvOwea ...; do 

4.1.  Wni.Kwfwnflr do 

44.  rhaaMoMly do 

4i,  H«nry  NewiU do 

*L  rhan.l.anc ' do 

47.  Ju.Ma^on I  Onlliuuy  ivamsa.. 

45.  Jafl,  Iledan I da 

49.  Jnii.H-rolIill* t do 

ft),  flw.  F.Mitia... J do 

Al.  Wm.  Fprry i do 

SZ.  Michael  Doyk do 

63.  ItenJ,  nniniiiioiul.......[ do 

fi4.  James  CoUloa .....do 

fi-V  M.F  WIlKon .„..! do 

M.  ThDiiu*  Fagao j do 

.17.  Mlclutel  KHiniry .,.'.. ...do 

88.  I.iiwr.'nrt'  nnrtUy '■ do..... .... 

flft.  Wni.  Jir*H!l. ; do 

«L  D.A.<'obuni ' do 

01.  AnftTMeArthur : do ^ 

m.  C.B  Tvccdy I do 

W.  John  Hyan ,..„ dO 

94.  John  UpNii1tr<--- Laodnman 

A3.  Jamn  P«t«raoq ; do ^..-■.. 


ReturMd. 


Died    Db«.  13,   IMS,  camp 
I     Omwi. 


K  xclianfiMl. 

Dinl  Jun«  2».  IW4.  Camp 
UniCD. 

Exdiangnl. 

DM  at  Camp  Orocc.  /uly  9, 
1W3. 


Exdianged. 


Pled  Sept.  -,  1803,  Camp 
Orooe. 


KMia|)cd. 
Ntvro. 
Do. 
nted  Auk-  -.  W3,  Camp 

Oroce. 
Exotuuiced  aa  a  aoldior. 
Do. 

Do. 

Exobanied. 


Died  iSppt.  XI.  IWa,  at  Camp 
Orooe.Tex. 


BaUarari  lo  kam  anoapMl. 


Rxrhansert. 


Bxchangnl 


Do. 


Died  July  — ,  UM,  ai  Hemp 
■tMcI,  Tax. 

Kxchanged. 
Negro. 
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tigl  of  a^etrn  and  mm  of  U-  S.  Aip  ilomintf  Light,  John  l>iUin^liam,  atiing  mtultr, 
eomnwUny — (.Vwliu  ued. 


Num. 


lUnk. 


H.  W.  T.  O'Brtoi 1  Anrlsnian 

67.  llMiry  Bertktl.    ... 
W.   r«tAr  Koermii 

B».  W.lj.G.Smltli 

70.  MI.CIrK|:«U 

71.  AuRuatui  Wod* 

Ti.  Kilwiinl  Wlllltmto dft.. 

73.   Imiuc  Slir1>l>K...- do.. 

U.  I>«viiJ  .'^HlcrlivliI do.. 

75.  Jc»«!|ih  I'lumbar .'....-do.. 

76.  WicUumvlt I d*.. 

77.  C.  It.Hlld. „ ' do.. 

7H.  \V,  H,  lilnni-y do.. 

7D.  J  unm  DuHcj- do 


.  Jiilili  SvsIiIh... 
.  K<lttii]ii<l  I'nrr 
.  (ix-OT^v  IITmvi-. 
,  PAtn^k  Mriiinii 
.  11.  C.  fooliun 
.  A.J-Si>yminir 
,  Alex  \Vll;««.n 
Bosrxi  Duvln 
.  J(>rry  rhudilivm 
.  Rnti«<rt  (innin 
.  Fn>y  Friitn'oi.-* 
.  Phinij.  Sn*hE/i 

.  jRmi<M  Sndhlit 


...do 

.     .do 

Fint-dcia  bojr 

..do , 

.  ..do 

.'*«:on(lK;lMa  hoy .-.. 

.    ..(Id 

Till  rd-tilon  boy 

-ido!!"!""""*"' 
..do 

do 

..do 

do 


GiiKljiv  LnnttlHnB    ..                  .tilt, 
Will.  Iin-rtil do. 


.  Jnrry  Wiilltrr, 

.  Aroliv  Vniicr 

.  ADdf-THOQ  Stikldi. 

.  Itoht-.lntinvnn 

.  liecrec  Urru) 

.  I'«lk.  ferUn 

,  A.W.Marsball.... 


..  .do... ........ ., 

.....4a 

.....ao 

do 

do 

OnUnaiy  ttrnmrna., 
do 


Baniufc«. 


DIod  I><c.  2S,  last,  ftt  Tykir, 

Tpx. 
ICxctniiKcd. 
DM  Nov. »,  UWl,  •!  Cimp 

Groce. 
Ni«ro. 
Do, 


Exduuflcd. 

Do. 
Hud     Ses  npoR  berewtUi. 

00. 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
K«Km.    DlKl    In    tloiiston, 

HarDtilfl.lWa. 
NflKjp. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
KUI«]  tn  AoUon  Sun.  31,  IMS. 
Died  from  wound  lu  braia. 
Jftn.  27. 


Total  number  of  officers  and  men  now  in  Houston,  107. 

N.  W.  Hammond, 
Acig.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Corndg.,  V .  S.  Schooner  Vrlociiy. 

JOUN    Dll.MNUIlAM, 

Acig.  MaJiter,  V .  S.  N.,  late  cnmdg.  U .  S.  Ship  Morning  Light. 


Dotailod  report  of  Aetiag  AiBUtanl  Borgeon  Sborfy,  TT.  S.  Kavy, 

CrrAMpAiGN  CiTV,  Champaign  County,  Iu...  Aprit  13,  iS64. 

Sir:  At  tlic  reque.st  of  Acting  Master  Jolin  Dilltii^hum,  late  rom- 
maiider  of  the  U.  S.  siiip  Morning  Light,  and  yet  a  prifioner  in  Texas, 
I  have  the  honor  of  .submitting  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of 
thai  ve.s.st'l  on  the  21st  of  Janimry.  IStiS,  off  habine  Pass.  It  also 
fullilLs  the  order  of  Admiral  Farraj^il.  in  hi.s  letter  of  permission  to  jjo 
north,  dated  March  21,  1S6-1,  u  copy  of  which,  with  other  papers 
referred  to.  iy  herewith  enclosed. 

1  can  nol  claim  for  this  report  that  technical  accuracy  of  detail 
which  would  <*iiura(terize  one  from  Captain  DiUingham  luniaelf.  but 
present  it  simply  as  a  con-ect  memorandum  of  the  main  facts  in  con- 
nection with  that  event. 

An  attack  on  the  blockade  at  Sabine,  consisting  of  tbe  M<fmin^ 
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Light,  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman,  Acting  Master  Hooper,  and  tlie 
Bcnoonor  Velocity,  Acting  Master  Ilammond,  had  been  threaLcned 
for  several  weeks.  The  two  schooners,  previously  stationed  in  the 
bay,  near  Sabine  City,  had  come  outside  the  bar  to  obtain  a  better 
position  in  the  event  of  an  eneagcment.  A  few  davs  before  this 
occurred  the  Rachel  Seaman  had,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Commo- 
dore Bell,  at  Galveston,  gone  to  Pensacola  for  repairs. 

Knowing  the  defenselessness  of  .saiUrig  vessels  against  equally  woU- 
anne<l  steamers,  Captain  Dillinijhani  had  made  urgent  applipiitions 
for  the  addition  of  a  steam  guni)iiat  to  the  force  at  Sabine,  and  also 
for  a  pivot  gun  for  his  own  vessel,  neitlier  of  which  cyuld  be  obtained. 
These  applications  had  been  made  befero  the  departure  of  the  Rachel 
Seaman.  ' 

Early  in  the  evening  of  the  20th  the  enemy's  vessels  were  seen  to 
come  down  the  bay  and  anchor  near  the  city.  Apprehensive  of  an 
attack  that  night,  every  preparation  was  made  for  defense.  There 
was  at  the  time  u  dead  calm.  At  dark,  Captain  Dillingham  made 
sail  and  ordered  the  Velocity  t<t  do  the  same,  to  obtain,  if  possible, 
an  nfhng  more  favorable  for  maneuvering  the  ship  should  the  attack 
be  delayed  til!  morning.  The  calm  continuefl  all  night  with  scan-ely 
a  neireptible  breeze  and  the  vessels  merely  drifted  with  the  current 
a  lew  miles  down  the  coast,  the  Velocity  coming  to  anchor  early,  not 
being  able  to  control  her  course  with  the  helm,  and  fearing  she  might 
drift  nearer  the  shore. 

About  6::i0  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  enemv  were  seen 
coming  seaward.  A  very  light  wind  prevailed  and  the  Velncity  was 
signaled  to  come  up  and  keep  near  the  ship,  wliicli  awaited  her 
a])proa(h,  when  all  sail  was  made  and  we  stood  out  to  sea. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  two  rotton-clacis,  of  the  very  best 
construction,  the  steaml>t>ats  Josiah  Bell,  with  two  24-pouiid  field- 
pieces,  and  the  Lhicle  lien,  with  a  68-pound  rille,  each  vessel  carrying 
a  crew  of  250  men. 

At  8:30  o'clock  they  got  in  range  with  their  rifle,  firing  at  short 
intervals,  but  doinp  us  little  damage  for  a  wliile.  At  9  o'clock  they 
began  with  their  light  guns  and  we  replied,  giving  them  alternately 
the  port  and  starboard  broadsides  as  rapidly  as  the  ship  could  be 
worked. 

Tlius  the  engagement  continued  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the 
enemy  opened  on  us  a  severe  fire  from  their  small  arms.  Alxiut  this 
time  "a  shell  from  their  rUie  exploded  on  our  forward  port  pm,  dis- 
mounting it,  killing  I  man  and  wounding  nearly  the  entire  gun's 
crew.  It  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  remain  at  the  guns  under 
the  filing  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharp.shootei-s.  Tliey  had  come 
withm  close  range  iipon  our  port  and  starboard  quarters,  and  from 
their  elevated  position  completely  swept  our  decks.  An  effort  was 
now  made  to  traui  the  two  aft  guns  upon  the  enemy  and  fire  through 
the  cabin,  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  such  a  bearing  ns  would 
offer  a  reasonable  chance  of  mtlicting  any  damage,  and  the  men  were 
now  all  driven  from  tlie  other  guns,  the  conmiander,  deeming  further 
resistance  useless,  reluctantly  deterralned  to  surrender,  and  our  flag 
was  hauled  down. 

Tlie  ship  was  completely  riddled  in  her  upper  works  and  of  5  boats 
4  were  entirely  destroyed.  One  man  was  instantly  killed,  1  fatally 
and  5  severely  wounded,  and  u  large  number  I'eceived  slight  injuries. 

s  w  K — VOL  ly :iJ 
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Before  iho  surrender  SO  rounds  of  shot  and  shell  had  heen  dis- 
charged and  the  men  had  thrown  most  of  the  small  arms  ovorhoard. 

The  Vflacitff  had  kept  up  a  stead^^  fire  with  her  two  howitzers,  but 
the  enemy  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  her  until  the  ship  surren- 
dered, when,  she  liavin^  followed  our  exaninle,  !hey  took  [HiH-se.ssion. 
She  had  no  one  injured  on  board.  1  have  sniee  loanie<l  (hat  she  was 
recaptured  in  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  with  cotton. 

Though  repeatedly  struck,  the  cottnn-clads  were  not  seriously 
damaged.  The  efiemy  denied  anv  loss,  but  it  was  afterward  said  that 
4  were  killed  «nd  as  many  wounded. 

Ft  is  not  my  intention  to  he  the  eulogi.st  of  Captain  Dillingham,  yet 
I  may  be  allowe<l,  with  pro})nety.  to  say  that  his  self-possession  and 
bravery  throughout  the  engagement  eheited  the  admiration  of  both 
oftic-ers  and  men.  Tlie  rebels  have  sitiee  repeatedly  te.stified  that  the 
ship  was  skillfully  and  gallantly  defended,  and  the  personal  roura«;c 
and  daring  nf  it,s  c-nnmiander  unsui"passed.  Regard te><s  of  liimself,  he 
remained  tipon  deck  amid  such  terrilie  volleys  of  musketry  that  his 
esf^ape  sernis  almost  miraculous.  His  example  infused  a  similar  spirit 
among  the  ofTicers  and  crew,  and  each  did  his  part  nobly. 

I  am  impelled  to  bo  thus  explicit  in  all  the  details  of  the  engage- 
ment, that  3'nu  mav  kn<»w  that  the  Mormmj  Lujhl  was  not  pu.'^illani- 
mously  surrcnth'rcd.  We  were  all  chagiin'ed  beyond  mea.sure  upon 
reading  in  the  Houston  Telegraph  a  copy  of  Admiral  Farragut's 
re|>ort  to  you,  knowing  that  he  had  been  n»ost  grossly  deceived  by 
ignorant  or  designing  men. 

The  ofhrers  and  crew  were  taken  to  Sabine  City.  Their  personal 
property  was  generiilly  resj>er(ed,  excepting  'JO  contrHbnnd.s,  who 
were  robbed  of  cverA'tlung  and  treated  with  much  indijrnitv. 

Having  towed  the  ship  as  near  the  shore  \\&  the  depth  of  water 
would  ncrmit,  the  C^onfeJeratcs  attempted  to  lighten  her  sullicicntly, 
if  possible,  to  get  her  over  the  bar.  In  this  they  did  not  succeed,  ana, 
fearing  the  advent  of  gunboats  from  Galvi'ston,  they  burned  her.  Of 
the  8  lieavy  guns,  they  did  not  get  1)0"  a  single  one,  and,  strangely 
enough,  they  did  not  got  more  than  half  the  stores,  though  .she  was  not 
destroyed  until  the  second  morning  aft^M'  tite  engagement. 

On  the  24th  the  othcers  and  crew  were  sent  to  Houston,  where  \ 
joined  them  on  the  1st  of  Kebruarv,  having  remained  beliind  in  charge 
of  some  wounded  that  could  not  be  immediately  removed. 

While  at  Sabine,  Major  O.  M.  Walkms,  commander  of  the  expedi- 
tion against  us,  administered  the  enclosed  narole  to  me  and  5  others, 
fearing  an  attack  from  our  vessels  and  that  we  might  be  retaken. 
This  parole  will  elicit  your  att*'ntion.  I  was  informed  at  Shreveport, 
that  Commissifnier  Oiild  unconditionally  released  all  surgeons,  though 
I  did  not  see  his  order  to  that  effect. 

Tlie  conduct  of  Major  Watkins  and  the  other  Confederate  ofTicers 
associated  with  him  toward  us  was  invariably  courteous  and  obliging. 
He  offered  to  send  me  by  flag  of  truce  to  the  lloet  .soon  after  my  cap- 
ture, but  at  the  solicitation  of  the  woimdwl,  and  in  oljedienco  to  my 
own  convictions  of  duty,  I  respectfully  declined  the  offer. 

On  the  Ist  of  May,  the  Federal  officers,  excepting  the  surgeons, 
were  sent  to  the  Huntsville  penitentiary,  and,  for  a  while,  confined  in 
cells,  though  subsequently  treated  lessbarslily. 

June  11,  under  some  frivolous  pretext.  Doctor  Cummings,  of  the 
Forty-second  Massachusott-s  Volunteers^  and  I  were  arrested  and 
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placed  in  close  confmoment  until  tho  Mth,  wlion  we  were  sent,  with 
tin*  men,  t<»  Camp  linire,  near  Ilpinpstoa*!  Ahoiit  the  1st  of  July 
tiie  ofllooi-s  at  Huntsville  were  released  from  the  penitentiary'  and 
sent  to  Camp  (JriH^e.  iSeptemher  H,  250  prlsouerH  troni  the  Sachem 
and  Clifton,  and  a  few  week.s  later  their  oihcers,  were  fidde<l  to  our 
number.  The  latter  were  e^mlined  separate  from  the  other  oHicers 
and  no  iotere-ommunieation  permitted.  Other  additions  had  been 
made,  increasing  our  number  to  400. 

Here  we  remained  under  close  piiard  until  npcember  9,  when  the 
commissioned  otlirers  were  removed  to  ('atiij>  Kord,  near  Tyler, 
Tex.^  and  the  noncommissioned  officers  unci  privates  having  been 
paroled,  were  sent  to  Camp  lustniction.  near  Sbreveport,  La.,  with 
assurances  of  immediate  cxcliange.  I  was  graciously  permitted 
to  accompany  them. 

The  condition  of  the  prisoners  in  Texas  and  I^iuisiana  is  most 
deplorable.  Their  clothing  is  insufficient  and  their  health  impaired. 
Tliey  are  without  money.  Their  aUutnients  have  ionsf  ago  run  out, 
and  their  families,  from  whom  tljcy  have  not  heard  smcc  their  cap- 
ture, are,  in  many  cases,  without  adequate  sii])pnrt.  They  have 
NiilTered  much  from  cold  aiul  heal  and  ratifnie,  ann  a  Mieager  supply 
of  medicines  and  subsistence.  Hninanity  dictates  that  evervtlimg 
in  the  power  of  the  Government  should  te  done  to  accomplibli  their 
speedy  release. 

As  to  our  treatment,  when  we  consider  the  limited  means  of  sub- 
sistence and  wret^-hcd  tenements  at  the  command  of  the  Confederate 
Hulliorities.  and  the  absence  of  skill  and  industry  in  applj'ing  the 
few  farilities  they  diil  i>08sess,  it  may,  probal>lv  with  justice  be  said 
that  many,  if  not  most,  of  our  disconifints  and  Itard.sbips  were  rather 
attribiilahlo  t<t  circumstances  than  lo  ntiy  perverse  or  malicious 
intention  on  tlie  part  of  the  rebels  to  maltreat  us.  But  there  were 
some  things  that  could  not  bear  so  liberal  a  construction.  The 
compelling  of  sick  and  enfeebled  men,  many  of  them  without  shoes, 
to  make  long  marchess:  the  neglect  to  provide  adequate?  transporta- 
tion, when  it  was  in  their  power  to  do  so;  the  deception  practiced 
upon  our  oliicors  at  Camp  Gnx-e,  where.  un<ler  reiterated  promises 
of  imnuMlialc  exchange  upon  their  arrival  at  Shrevcport,  they  were 
induced  to  sell  nearly  all  their  clothing  and  other  effects,  and  were 
then,  without  any  explanation  or  apology,  detained  at  Camp  Ford; 
their  refusal  or  neglect  to  provide  even  the  most  needy  of  our  men 
with  clothing,  when  they  were  suffering  from  want  of  it,  during  the 
past  unusually  inclement  winter;  and  the  tmwarranted  incarcera- 
tion of  our  officers  in  the  cells  of  a  penitentiary.  These  and  other 
instances  of  cnielty  and  wrong  which  might  bo  mentioned,  were  not 
this  report  already,  I  fear,  too  long,  can  not  be  viewed  as  justifiable 
to  prisoners  of  war,  and  may  appropriately  be  characterized  as 
unusind  and  barl)arous.  There  wei-e  numerous  instances,  how- 
ever, of  indiviihial  kindness,  that  contrasted  strongly  with  the 
harshness  or  indifference  of  others,  and  did  much  at  times  to  alle- 
viate our  sufferings. 

Wliile  at  Houston  I  was  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners  daily, 
and  durinff  the  .six  months  at  Camp  Groce  I  had  almost  the  entire 
medical  charge  of  them.     There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  and 
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my  duties  were  exceedingly  laborious.  After  arriving  at  Shreve- 
port,  finding  I  had  no  rnoans  of  attending  the  sick,  now  under  tlie 
oxchisive  treatment  of  the  Confederate  surgeons,  who  I  heltevo 
aimed  to  do  as  well  by  them  as  their  own  sohliers,  I  asked  to  be 
released  under  the  order  of  Commissioner  Quid,  thinking  1  might 
accomplish  something  towar*!  t^lTectine  the  exchange  of  our  people. 
Tho  request  was  granted,  and  T  left  Snreveport  on  the  17th  of  htili- 
niary,  ISO^,  arriving  in  our  lines,  near  Franklin,  on  the  0th  of  March, 
having  been  a  prisoner  nearly  fourth**!!  numths.  Dnnng  the  trip 
from  Slireveport  to  Franklin  tlie  treatment  of  tlio  C'onftHieratcs 
toward  me  was  most  liberal  and  courteous.  Enrlosed  you  will 
find  a  copy  of  my  parole  fnttn  General  Kirby  Smith. 

I  represented  t-o  MaJDr-denerals  Banks  and  Franklin  and  others 
the  eondition  of  the  I'Vderals  in  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

Ari'iving  in  New  Orleans.  I  reported  to  C'ommudore  Palmer,  when, 
after  some  delay  in  hearing  from  Admiral  Farragut,  I  received  his 
letter  of  permission  to  gn  Nurth,  and  IddU  tin-  first  steamer  for  Cain*, 
and  um  again  with  my  friends  ativr  an  ahseneo  of  nearly  three  years. 

I  await  your  ordei-s,  and  if  tho  exigencies  of  the  service  do  not 
forbid  it,  1  respectfully  solicit  a  /urTough,  with  the  privileee  of 
reporting  on  or  before  its  expiration  for  (hity  in  the  iSouth  Atlantic 
or  Gulf  >>quadrou,  though  I  do  not  wish  to  urge  a  preference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SlIBRFY, 

Aetg.  Asst.  Surg.,  U.  S.  Navy,  ktU  of  U.  S.  Ship  Morning  LigkL 

Hon.  Gii>Kn\  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ifie  Navy.  Washint/ton,  V.  G. 


I 


AbitTut  log  of  tba  TT.  8.  B.  ToDUitie,  Acting  Kuler  Ohildt.  V.  8.  Havy,  eonuBaading 

Januanj  30^  iS6S. — Naw  Orleans,  coaling.  Acting  Master  Part- 
ridge reported  for  passage  to  Galveston.  Actiiig  Master  J.  D.  (Miilds 
put  in  command  of  this  ship  and  C-ommander  Johnson  detached. 

Jamuxnj  *l.^Xt  10;. iO  a.  m.  H.  B.  M.  S.  HinaM^  got  underway 
and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  the  same  time  we  rweived  orders 
to  proceed  to  Galveston  with  all  dispak'h.  At  11:20  passed  the 
fla^hip  and  prtx-eeded  down  the  river.  At  I;. '{On.  n).  passed  the 
H.  B.  M.  S.  R}nalHo  at  anchor  in  the  river  about  5  miles  below  Knglish 
Turn.  At  'A  p.  m.  met  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Rnaimkc,  bmind  up 
river.  At  6: 10  took  pilot  on  board;  crossed  tlie  bar  and  discharge*! 
the  pilot  at  fi:40.     At  7  steered  our  course  W.  S.  W.  \  W. 

January  J3. — Sabiue  Pass.  At  4  p.  ni.  land  re|>orted  on  starboard 
bow.  At  .'iioO  a  .sail  reported  rij^ht  ahead  at  anchor.  At  7:15 
e;poke  the  ship  JA>r»»ny  Li^ht,  a  prize  to  the  rebels.  Kept  away 
for  Galveston.  At  7:30  stecre<l  -south.  Steered  south  I.*!  miles, 
and  at  !>  p.  m.  kept  W.  by  S.  )  S.  Sounded  every  half  hour  in  from 
7  to  0  fathoms. 

January  ^3. — Off  Galveston.  At  1 :30  a.  m.  made  a  light  bearing 
W.  N.  W.  At  1:45  spoke  gunboat  ScioUi.  At  2  sp<tke  gimhoat 
OwoMCO.  At  2:1.')  sighu^d  the  Brook-hfn  and  came  to  anchor  in  7 
fathoms  of  water  with  20  fathoms  chain  on  port  anchor.  At  2:20 
Captain  Childs  went  on  board  the  Brtjoirlyn.     At  3  C«|>tain  Cliilds 
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reiumpd  on  board.  Al  7:45  ^uiibuftts  Nrw  Lmulon  and  (Uiifu^a  ^it 
undi^rnuy  and  stoainvd  olT  northward  and  (<a.stward.  At  S:^iU  a 
three-masted  schooner  hove  in  sight;  tlje  lirool-hjn  and  Otmttco 
steamed  off  toward  lier.  At  10:^0  tlie  Ovyixco  returned  and  came 
to  anidior.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  rptiirne<l  and  came  U>  anchor; 
at  same  time  she  made  sif^ial  for  Cuntaiu  C'hilds  to  repair  on  board. 
At  2  o'clock  Captain  riiilds  returned,  liove  up  anchor  and  Hteamed 
toward  the  stranger;  she  proved  to  be  tlie  \' .  S.  s('h4M>ner  KitUitinuy, 
At  3  slie  sent  a  boat  ki  us.  Acting  Master  Partridge  left  this  sbip 
to  report  for  duty  on  board  the  Kittatinny. 


XxtTftct  from  procMdlogi  of  &  court  of  enqolr;,  b«ld  od  board  Ch»  V.  fl.  8.  ToiuieM«e.  ftt 
Kew  Orltaiu,  April  12,  1663. 

Statement  of  Acting  Master  Jolin  I).  Childs.  as  sworn  to  by  him: 
At  G  p.  in.  reported  from  the  masthead  a  veasel  in  sight,  ahead; 
steered  for  theuad.  At  7:30  p.  m.saw  a.sliiiiaiialf  amileatiead;  went 
alongside,  a  ship's  length  off,  and  hailed,  "What  ship  Ls  that  ("  Was 
answered,  "The  Morning  Light.''  T  .said,  "Send  ii  boat.  This  i.s 
the  Temtessee.  I  wish  to  communicate."  Was  answei*ed,  "We 
have  no  boat."  We  saw  a  boat  hanging  to  her  stern.  llaiJed  the 
same  again;  was  answered.  "We  have  no  boat  nor  crew."  Asked, 
"  Where  is  Captain  OilMngham.' "  Answered,  "  He  is  on  shore  a  pris- 
oner, and  this  ship  is  in  Confederate  hands."  This  ship  being  near 
ashore  at  the  time,  1  saw  fit  to  head  her  off  from  shore.  I  saw  at 
the  time  two  small  vessels  inside  the  Morning  Light.  After  having 
fidl  command  of  the  ship,  1  lieLd  a  short  consultation  with  some  of  the 
oHicers  iu  regard  to  attacking  the  Morning  Light,  and  deemet!  it 
improper  under  the  rireuinstances.  Stood  out  of  the  harbor  for  Cial- 
veston  to  re|>ort  to  Conunocliire  Bell. 

Acting  Mast<'rs  Uennis  and  Parlridpc  were  the  oflicers  with  whom 
I  consulted  respecting;  the  Morning  Light.  Several  others  ^ave  opin- 
ions; I  can't  sav  positively  who  they  were  now.  All  on  ship,  except 
one,  agreed  with  me. 


Statement,  which  is  hereunto  appended  and  marked  "C:" 

The  log  book  was  then  produced  rtn<[  the  fitllowing  record  found: 

Jaiuiftry  2241.  lSli3. — 7: 15  p.  m.,  »|x^f>  the  lihip  .Ifomtu;  Li^,  h  priut  to  the  ralieb; 
kept  Hway  for  Oi»lvf*.sUm:  at  7:30  Ht^Brml  Hiiiith. 

Having  received  the  foregoing  testimony,  the  court  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  report  the  folmwing  facta: 

About  6"  p.  m..  22d  of  January,  lS(i.H,  the  Tennesaee  made  a  sail, 
which  she  approached  about  7:15  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Childs,  com- 
manding the  TennetiSff,  hailed  the  vessel,  "What  ship  is  that?" 
Answer.  "  Morning  Li/jM."  Acting  Master  Childs  said,  "This  is  the 
Tennessee:  send  a  boat;  I  liave  communications  for  you."  Answer. 
"I  have  no  boat."  Tlie  otTicers  of  the  Tennesnee  saw  a  boat  hoisted 
at  the  Morning  Liqht's  stern  davits.  Acting  Master  Childs  then 
asked,  "Wl»ere  is  Caiitain  Dillingham T'  Answer.  "Captain  Dil- 
lingham is  a  prisoner  on  shore,  and  this  vessel  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Confederates.  '     Captain  Childs  gave  the  order  to  put  the  helm  hard 
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a-starbuard.  He  sttirted  tikoad  fust  and  stood  fur  Galveston.  Nei- 
ther men  nor  giin.s  wen-  seen  on  Ixmrd  of  the  Morning  Lujftt,  ami  no 
voic«  heard  except  the  one  hailing.  The.  Tennennee  at  the  time  enald 
tight  three  guns  on  a  side,  viz:  One  20-pounder  Parrott,  one  24- 
pt»under.  and  one  ri-pountler  howitzer.  Tlie  whole  hall^'-rv  con- 
sUled  of  one  20-poundor  Purrott,  (wo  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  one 
12-pounder  howit-zer.  The  guns  were  ull  fitrwiird.  Tiie  12-puuntier 
howitzer  wiis  nioiinteil  on  u  field  carriage. 
Very  rejipeijtfully, 

Jas.  E.  Jouett, 
LieuUnani'Comm^ndtT,  V.  S.  Navy,  aiui  Senior  Member, 

Jno.  0.  Hauhis, 

Second-  LieuUnant,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  J vd^e- Advocate, 


Bflport  of  Mitjor  WstkiBi,  C.  S.  Armj,  oommaiidliig  on  tbe  Bablao  BiT«r. 

On  BoAiin  C\  S.  Oiniioat  Beu., 

Sabine  Pttjts,  Texan.  Jannnrtf  Jt,  i863. 

Captain:  We  met  tlie  enenij'  this  morning  in  the  Gulf  of  Me.xieo. 
We  whipped!  them  and  brought  everything  to  Sabine  Pass.  I  fought 
Ui«m  ten  gun.s  to  our  one,  my  ofiieers  and  men  beiiaving  nobly.  We 
have  eapture<l  two  veswels  one  of  tlieni  a  full-rigged  ship,  and  tbe 
other  a  .schooner— twelve  fmn  gun.s,  medirnl  stxjres,  and  amnntnition 
in  ahun<lunco,  togetlier  with  109  priaonera. 
Verv  respect fuliv, 

O.  M.  Watkins, 
Major  and  Asaisiant  AdjvUmt-flencral,  Carndg.  on  On  Sahint. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Tcbneh. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Ofnrrai. 


D«taU»d  report  of  Va^or  Watklni.  C.  B.  Army,  oommftndiag  on  tho  Sabiao  EiT«r. 

On  Board  Steam kk  Hkm., 
FLACisiiii'  Second  SguAmtoN,  Mauhi  dkk  Fi.kkt, 

Ojf  Sahiue  Pass,  January  SS,  IS6S. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  Special  OrdenJ.  No.  34,  from  the 
headquarters,  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  an<l  Arizona,  1  assumed 
command  of  all  the  land  and  naval  forces  operating  on  the  Sabine 
Kiver  on  the  4th  inst-ant. 

The  gunboats  were  untini-shed,  and  tlie  country  could  afford  no 
subsistence  for  my  troops.  The  railroad  wti.s  rendered  impassable 
by  recent  ruins,  und  the  ubstniction.s  to  ilic  navigation  of  the  river 
had  not  been  removed.  Major  B.  Bloon»field  was  immediately  dis-^ 
patched  for  e.verything  necessary  to  the  complete  outfit,  of  the  boatSri 
and  Captain  Heriot  and  Lieut.enant  Wood,  of  the  Engineers,  won* 
sent  with  troo]>s  and  the  steamer  S^niltnt^rr  to  remove  tlie  obstruc- 
tions. The  engineer  officers  were  ably  and  zcalotisly  assisted  by 
Mr.  John  Bigelow  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Brown,  hut  were  unable,  with  the 
mechanical  appliances  under  our  control,  to  clear  the  channel. 
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On  the  I3tli  ins|.ant,  h*)Wfv**r.  we  wcro  favorrd  by  u  strong  south- 
easterly wind,  whk'h  so*wpIle«J  the  tide  tlijit  the  [Ihiclr]  lif.n  whs 
passed  over,  under  command  of  Captain  Johnson,  and  the  Hell  fol- 
lowed afterwards.  We  wore  then  in  Sabine  Lake,  and  on  the  JOth 
instant  tlte  expedition  steamed  to  the  Pass.  In  the  meantime  an 
order  was  puhhslied  assigning  Captain  Charles  Fowler  U>  the  chHri^e 
of  <'ompletin^  the  emuj>nu>nts  of  ))oth  Hoats  and  munu^n^  tlie 
same  in  battle,  under  tne  orders  of  the  oilicer  maneuvering  the  expedi- 
tion. Captain  William  Joimson,  who  had  been  hi^hlj"  fonmiended 
to  nie  for  gallantry  in  tlie  battle  of  (lalveston,  waa  assigned  to  tlic 
command  of  the  lien.  Captain  Matt.  Nolan.  Second  Texas  Mounted 
Rifles,  was  directed  io  assume  coinniand  of  the  itifanlry  on  the  Bell, 
which  comprised  detachments  from  all  the  rumpunies  of  Pyron's 
regiment,  tttgelher  with  '2G  men  from  Company  A,  (Ashley  W.j 
Spaight's  battaliim,  under  the  immediate  r<mimand  of  Capt.a.in 
O.  M.  Marsh.  Captain  O'Hrvan,  of  .'^pnight's  battalion,  was  ordered 
to  take  conimand  of  n\\  tin*  uifantry  on  tlie  boat  Hen,  composed  of 
volunteers  from  all  the  cuiiipitnies  of  said  battalion.  Captain  Odium, 
Kii-sl  TcxHS  Heavy  Arl.lllerv,  was  Hiinoimt'ed  as  chief  of  ordnance  iind 
artillery,  and  had  under  his  eoniiumid  on  the  litfll  one  S-inch  eolum- 
biad,  bored  iis  a  fi-inch  rifle*!  j^un,  iiiuler  the  inimediat^i  ctjinmand 
of  Lieutenant  Dowling,  and  two  12-pounder  gvins,  iniperfcctly 
mounted  auti  without  a  single  shell  for  their  service,  on  the  Ben.  The 
latter  gims  were  <leemed  unserviceable,  and  were  only  placed  in 
position  to  inspire  the  men  withconiideuce  in  their  boat.  They  were 
m  ebargo  of  Capttiin  [K.  D]  Keith.  Spaight's  battalion. 

Early  in  the  nioming  of  tlu^  iMst  t>ur  boats  were  cleared  for  action, 
and  at  daylight  the  enemy  was  discovered  lying  otTshore  (a  sloo]i  of 
war  and  schooner);  cliaso  was  made,  and  by  lU  a.  m.  our  guns  were 
in  range,  when  Lieutenant  Dowling,  Fii-st  Texas  Heavy  Artillery, 
was  onlered  to  commence  the  action  with  his  rifle  gun,  which  was 
done  at  a  distance  of  about  2J  miles.  The  enemy  replietl  with  a 
broadside  from  their  sloop  of  war.  the  schooner  remaining  silent. 

Our  third  shell  could  not  be  rannned  home,  when  Captain  Fowler 
was  oi-dcred  to  stop  his  boat  until  the  Ben  could  come  alongside,  in 
ortler  that  I  might  board  from  both  Ixmls  sinudtaneously. 

Ca]>tain  Johnson  was  signaled  to  run  down  on  our  port.  Through 
the  exertions  of  Captain  Odium  and  Lieutenant  Dowlitig  the  shell 
that  ha<l  lodged  in  tiicir  rille  gun  was  forre<1  to  its  place,  and  the  gun 
was  worked  afterwards  with  great  eifect,  striking  tlie  sloop  repeatedly, 
and  exploding  one  shell  on  the  enemy's  deck.  When  within  1,000 
yards  of  the  enemy  Captain  Nolan's  sharpshooters  opened  a  lerrilJc 
lire,  which  swept  their  decks  and  soon  caused  their  C4>mmanding 
oflicer  to  strike  liis  llag,  and  the  men  to  abandon  tiieir  guns  and  seek 
shelter  in  the  shij)'s  hold. 

In  the  meantime  the  Ben  bore  down  gallantly  on  the  schooner, 
receiving  her  fire  and  the  broad.side  of  the  sloop  of  war  at  short 
range,  which,  by  great  exertion,  Captain  Keith  returned  with  three 
solid  shut  from  his  12s.  Tlie  schooner  was  surrendered  uncondi- 
tionally, and,  putting  Captain  Fowler  in  charge  of  the  sloop,  we 
started  for  Sabine  Pa.ss. 

Tho  6ght  continue<l  about  one  and  one-half  hours,  and  was  con- 
cluded out  of  sight  of  land  in  the  Qulf  and  about  28  milea  southwest 
from  Sabine  Uar. 
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Thh  ship  pn>vod  to  Iw  the  sloop  of  war  Morning  Light,  of  abovit 
1,000  tons  burden,  niountinff  S  long  3'2s  ami  1  rifled  Butler  piin,  coin- 
manded  hy  Acting  Master  John  Dillingham.  Tlie  sch<K>ner  was  the 
i'rhcity,  mounting  2  l)rass  ri-pound  howit/^rs.  of  the  Dahlgren 
heavy  model  of  1S5S.  w-ith  both  boat  and  land  carriages.  The  sloop 
of  war  is  ballasted  with  about  400  tons  of  pig  irrtn.  and  had  on  board  a 
very  large  supply  of  the  best  ammunition,  wliich  is  now  safe,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  other  stores.  We  captun*d  1 1  line  guns,  alxiut  150 
stand  of  small  arms,  10!)  prisoners,  including  2i»  negroes,  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man  or  material  damage  to  our  boats.  The  enemy  lost 
I  killed,  2  reported  mortally  and  7  slightly  wounded. 

All  of  my  oIKcera  and  men  are  entitled  to  the  liighest  praise.  Cap- 
tains Fowfer  and  Johnson,  and  the  engineers  ana  pUot-s  under  their 
conimaud,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  they 
haudliMl  their  boats  under  fire.  Captains  Nolan  and  O'Brvan  fougli't 
with  inti'lligence  and  <  ourage.  Captain  Keith  managed  fiw  guiLs  to 
the  tH'st.  possible  advantage.  Ca[)tain  Odium,  chief  of  ordnance  of 
the  expeaition,  discharged  liis  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and 
acted  during  the  tight  with  CT^at  intrppiditv-  I^ieutenant  Dowling, 
acting  adjutant,  commanded  the  gun  on  board  this  boat,  and  by  his 
address  saved  the  ship's  magazine  from  being  flooded.  Captains 
Heriot  and  [Dan.|  Showalter  rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  com- 
municating my  orders.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bailey,  aided  by 
Volunteer  Surgeons  (C.  L.]  Anderson  and  [J.  G.  T).]  Murray,  were  sent 
by  me  to  the  enemy  to  assist  in  caring  for  their  wounded.  The  service 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  ofhcers  for  their  meritorious  conduct 
throughout  the  expedition.  Lieutenant  Millott,  acting  assistant 
coHimissary  subsistence  and  acting  u.<siHlttnt  quartermaster,  after 
discharging  the  dtities  of  his  office  witli  intcHigence  and  integrity, 
parttcTpated  wUivelv  and  gallantly  in  the  fight. 

1  can  not  refrain  from  rejjrescntmg  to  the  major-fjeneral  command- 
ing the  valuable  sen-^ices  1  have  received  from  Major  B.  Bloomfield, 
cluef  quartermaster,  who  has  supplie<l  me  with  everytliing  within  his 
control  necessary  to  my  success,  evincing  as  great  interest  m  the  expe- 
dition as  if  he  had  couunanded  in  pei-sou.  I  also  ask  to  represent  to 
the  commanding  general  that  Caplain  [AVilliani  W.l  Word,  command- 
ing the  transport  Synffnivr,  and  Cttj>tatn  Piimele,  of  the  Roebmk\ 
have  given  me  the  a.'^sistance  of  their  respe<*tive  steamers  and  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  all  who  rejoice  in  our  victory. 

I  sliall  at  an  early  day  suljmit  to  the  major-general  commanding 
an  elaborate  report  of  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  expedition  since 
the  battle,  and  as  soon  a»s  the  iifiicial  reports  of  my  officers  are  rec^'ivod 
I  will  bring  to  his  notice  the  names  of  others  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

Oscar  M.  Watkins, 
Major  and  Assiniant  Adjuiaui-General,  Oomdg.  on  the  Sabine, 

Captain  E.  P.  Tiknkii, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


■ 


ilotjfiton,  Tf:r.,  January  2^,  iS6S. 

Sir:  1  !iavp  the  honor  to  report  timt  Sabine  Pass  has  heen  cleared  of 
the  enemy.  2  gunboats  which  I  fitted  up  on  the  Sal>ine  having  cap- 
tured the  enemy's  blockading  squadron,  consisting  of  a  12-gun  stiip  of 
war  and  a  schooner  uian-uf-war  of  2  puns,  c(»mniandeil  by  ollirei-s  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy.  Our  boats  pursued  the  enemy  30  niiJes  at  sea,  during 
which  time  a  running  fight  was  kept  up,  Kitially  getting  ihem  under 
fire  of  our  Enlield  rilles,  they  surrendered  and  never  turned  back  to 
the  Pass. 

This  expedition  was  under  command  of  Major  O.'M.  Watkins.  of 
my  staff,  and  wus  fitted  out  under  my  ordei*s,  principally  by  the  gal- 
lant Leon  Smith,  now  in  cuinmund  uf  the  Harrwt  Lane  and  the  rest  of 
.the  war  ve^ssels  in  CJalvcston  Marbor. 

Major  Watkins  reports  that  he  captured  13  heavy  gims,  129  prison- 
ers, and  $iOO.O(tO  worth  uf  stores. 

The  commander  of  the  Federal  squadron  reports  that  tlie  severe 
naval  engagement  seen  from  Galveston  Island  a  few  niglits  ago  was 
between  the  :^.9f;  and  the  United  Stulcs  warslcumcr //<i^//^rrij?,  and  that 
the  latter  sunk.  Many  fragments  of  the  steamer  iloaU'd  asliore  on 
Galveston  Islaml.  Our  steamers  in  the  late  engagement  were  com- 
manded by  f 'aptains  Fowler  and  Johnson,  sea  captains  of  Texas,  and 
manned  principally  by  volunteers  from  Pynm's  regiment  of  cavalry, 

Cook's  regiment  of  artillery,  and  Spaight's  battalion  of  infantry. 

*  *  *  '  *  »  »  '« 

I  will  add  tliat  I  hope  soon  to  have  a  stpiadron  of  4  gunboats  on  the 
Rio  Grande  for  further  protection.     The  interior  is  tranquil. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohediiuit  servant, 

J.  Bankiirad  Maqbuper. 
Major-Oeneral  Com  mandlug. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Bapplemantal  report  of  Kajor  Watkiiu,  0.  fl-  Army,  oommanding  on  the  Skbinc  River. 

Houston,  Tkx..  \hirch  !4,  tS6S. 

Captain:  The  battle  of  the  'Jlst  of  January  could  have  been  heard 
in  the  Galveston  ufling.  Tlie  Gulf  was  calm;  the  distance,  as  I  was 
informed,  did  not  exceed  40  miles.  There  whs,  tlu'refore,  just  cause 
to  expect  the  arrival  of  a  portion  of  Commodoi-e  Bell's  Heet  within  a 
few  hours  after  the  surrender.  It  was  impossible  to  communicate 
with  the  major-general  commanding  and  ascertain  liis  wishes.  Thi-re 
was  no  time  for  council.  I  had  to  (letermine  the  eourae  of  the  expedi- 
tion at  once. 

The  captured  ve.aspls  would  be  worse  than  useless  in  battle,  for  I 
could  not  spare  seamen  enough  to  maneuver  them,  nor  were  there 
among  my  excellent  artillerists  any  who  were  skillful  in  the  use  of  guns 
mounted  on  ship  carriages.  Witli  ao  much  property  that  had  been 
valuable  to  the  enemy,  it  would  have  be<ni  unprudent  to  remain  in 
the  Gulf.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  remain  there;  existing  orders 
forbade  my  leaving  the  Sabine  and  Neches  unprotected  by  the  boats 
as  well  as  the  batteries,  and  the  supply  of  wood  for  the  steamers  was 
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limited  aiul  niuUl  not,  \w  nmUtrially  inoreuHrd  withoul  traiupfirtation 
for  60  or  (K)  inilos. 

The  Morninff  IJght.  for  tlu*  roasoiis  aliove  stated,  could  not  be 
fouf;ht  with  hope  of  suoress  any^^'here  in  the  (iulf.  Mor*'over,  the 
rerent  virttiry  of  Major-Cii'iieml  Mu^riider  at  Galveston  and  the  de- 
Htruetii>n  of  the  ilaiteraft  hy  tlu-  ('.  S.  S.  Alahuuut  had  hrouj;hl  into 
the  wat»*rs  around  us  a  larpe  niunher  of  Unit<'d  States  steamers, 
greatly  onr  superiors  in  s|>eed  and  tneial.  My  wish  was  to  taki*  our 
line  prizes  into  the  Pacific  and  operate  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  there,  hut  this  w^as  impracticable,  for  want  of  supplies  and 
seamen.  The  sloop  of  war  could  not  ho  brought  over  the  bar.  There 
was  nothing  left  me  but  to  remove  from  her  such  tilings  as  would  be  of 
most  value  t-<j  our  Government  and  destroy  her  on  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  that  could  not  be  successfully  encountered.  She  was  accord- 
ingly towed  up  near  the  bar,  and  after  the  transfer  of  the  prisoners 
and  wounded  from  her  decks  to  my  own.  the  IMl  was  started  for  the 
city  of  Sabine,  the  Ben  liaving  been  previously  ordered  forward  with 
the  captured  schooner,  i  left  iuohaige  of  the  Mormiuf  L'ujht  lieuten- 
ant Eugene  Aiken,  an  officer  wlio  had  Ih'cu  noted  iu  the  previous  his- 
torv  of  the  expediti*in  for  his  good  judgnuMit,  courage,  and  sobriety, 
ana  who  wa.s  willud  a  j>nu-tical  seaman,  lie  kept  with  him  a  civw 
for  1  cutter,  and  was  iiistructi^  to  hi"e  a  signal  gun  and  exhibit  I'nited 
States  colors  on  the  approach  of  a  force  tbat  we  might  with  conii- 
dence  attack,  and  to  burn  the  ship  and  come  ashore  jf  attacked  by  the 
abolitionists  in  such  numbers  as  to  liazai'd  the  recapture  of  our  prizo. 


As  soon  a.s  I  reached  the  city  on  the  Htfl,  I  ordered  to  the  ship,  which 
......  .  -  „       .       .  ■  '    .  Ilcrii 

the  engineers,  and  Captain  Gdhini,  chief  of  ordnance  and  artillery, 


lav  in  full 


Ilcriot.  of 


view,  the  steamer  Brn,  having  on  board  Captain 

^    eers.  and  Captain  Gdhini,  cluef  of  ordnance  and    __  ,. 

with  ft  suHicicnt  number  of  men.  with  directions  to  remove  inunedi- 
ately  the  guns  and  uiumunition  that  had  been  captured. 

A  post  waa  established  under  command  of  Captain  O.  M.  Marsh, 
who  liad  fought  galhmtly  in  the  buttle,  and  who  was  familiar  with  the 
city,  il*i  appnmches,  its  i-esouri*es,  and  I  he  c.huructer  of  its  inhabitants. 
The  prisoners  and  wounded  were  renuivcd  from  the  Belt:  gmirdhouscs 
and  a  ho.spitnl  were  procured;  pickets  tlu-iiwn  out  toward  the  shell 
ridge;  all  the  a.xes  that  coidd  be  spared  (six  or  eight  in  number)  were 
put  to  work  at  once  cutting  up  the  wharf  for  a  supply  of  fuel.  The 
wood  on  the  transport  Sunflower  was  removed  to  tiie  Beff.  These 
dispositions,  required  bv  |>rudence  and  humanity,  were  soon  made, 
but  before  the  Brll  could  possibly  leave  it  was  late  in  the  evening  and 
shegruundeil  on  the  Oyster  Reef,  became  un.ser^'iceable.  and  remained 
there  about  twenty  hours.  I  bad  lost  l!ie  assistance  of  Captain  Fow- 
ler, who  reported  too  unwell  to  comnuind  his  boat,  and  who  never 
afterwards  came  on  board  of  the  ship  outside  the  bar.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Unde  Ben  had  reached  her  destination,  and  wlule  the  engi- 
neer and  ordnance  ollicers  were  preparing  for  work,  a  false  alarm  was 
souu<led  which  caused  the  temporary  commander  to  i)ut  hack  into 
the  river.  A  lifeboat  was  manned  and  in  it  I  proceedea  from  the  BfU 
(aground)  to  the  Htn,  accompanieit  by  Captain  .Johnson,  who  had 
started  on  the  BfU  to  command  her  during  the  indisposition  of  Cap- 
tain Fowler,  passing  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  the  engineer  and 
ordnance  oflicers  who  were  going  in  a  similar  boat  to  i-eport  to  me. 

The  Bm,  on  our  arrival,  steamed  out  again  to  the  sloop.  I  dis- 
covered at  once  um*  inability  to  cope  with  any  steamer  that  might 
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come  against  us.  The  Bell  was  ftfjrouud  inside  of  the  bar  with  her 
rirt*^  jiiuii.  The  lien  could  not  [\vo  in  the  (lulf  in  ordinary  woatlier; 
she  was  slow  and  Hie  two  r2-pounders  on  her  were  unAt  for  use. 
Without  a  competent  crew  to  manage  the  Morning  L'ujhf  and  her 
guns,  two  of  which  Imd  l>een  disabled  in  the  late  engagement,  my  duty 
was  cleai'ly  to  fire  the  vessel  on  the  api>earance  ufan  enemy  and  get 
back  to  a  ixwitioii  in  which  I  could  (lefend  tiie  Sabine  and  Nerhes 
rivers,  which  (  )io[)ed  the  FedcruLs  would,  in  a  moment  of  exaspera- 
tion, attempt  to  enter. 

Wo  were  strangers  to  the  ship  and  to  the  naval  service.  It  would 
have  required  a  long  time  to  find  tlie  macliinery  necessary  for  the 
removal  of  heavy  p^ms  in  the  Gulf,  wheiv  the  boat^  were  constantly 
striking  In  such  manner  as  to  endanger  the  weaker,  and  a  long  time, 
with  inex|>erienced  men,  to  rig  su(*li  machinery  after  it  had  l>een 
found.  I  therefore  thought  it  belter  to  devote  niv  attention  chiefly 
to  the  removal  of  the  anitnunition  than  to  spend  the  limited  time 
allowed  me  in  the  preparation  of  heavy  mechanical  agencies  for  the 
removal  of  the  guns;  in  olher  words,  it  was  better  to  save  the  ammu- 
nition than  to  incur  the  risk  of  losing  both  anmmniti<in  and  giiius, 
for  if  a  Federal  furee  had  appeared  when  there  was  every  reason  to 
expect  it  our  labor  Wduld  huvi-  been  wholly  lost  if  dircrted  to  the 
doubtfid  experiment  of  shij>ping  cannon  of  about  7,000  pounds 
weight.  The  remainder  of  tne  night  w«s  spent  in  unremitting  exer- 
tions to  save  the  gunpowder  and  shells,  and  at  daylight  the  magazine 
and  every  other  safe  place  on  the  Uncle  Ben  was  filled  with  oroiiatice 
stores.  We  started  then  for  the  city,  the  (irst  available  depot,  und 
it  was  late  before  our  precious  cargo  coultl  be  discharged,  a  magazine 
established,  and  a  siinieiency  i»f  wood  taken  im  boani.  We  again 
returne<l  to  the  sloop  with  the  Jitn  and  captured  schooner,  my  best 
boat,  the  ihU,  being  still  agnmnd.  The  olficer  eouimanding  the  Ben 
reported  that  his  boat  could  not  live  even  on  the  lee  side  of  the  ship, 
and  she  was  tlierefore  sent  back  to  the  city  to  nut  on  shore  the  few 
stores  that  had  been  transferred  tu  her.  'fhat  uav  (tlie  '22d)  we  had 
nothing  to  operate  with  in  the  Gulf  except  a  sc"nooner  of  87  tons. 
My  men  were  constantly  engaged  in  saving  such  stores  as  could  be 
removed  from  a  vcr>'  large  ship  to  a  small  schooner  in  a  vcit  rough 
sea.  Many  of  them,  officers  and  soldiers,  were  seasick  and  unfit  fov 
duty,  still  they  lal>ored  earnestly  untU  night  came,  and  with  it.  came 
the  enemy. 

A  steamer  was  discovered  ^>earing  down  upon  us.  The  light  exhil>- 
ite<I  (we  couli]  see  iiotliing  else)  proved  her  to  be  a  largt^  one.  The 
Bell  was  in  the  river;  the  last  ii»teUigence  was  that  she  was  aground. 
The  Ben  could  not  live  in  the  Gulf.  The  guns  of  the  schooner  and 
the  ammunition  of  the  sloop  had  been  removed.  I  was  forced  to 
attempt  U)  save  the  schooner  and  I>urn  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Aiken 
was  ordered  to  fire  the  latter  and  make  for  the  shore  in  his  lifeboat, 
and  the  schooner  was  ordered  \n  haste  to  the  cit}-.  The  enemy  could 
not  understand  us,  signaled,  put  out  his  Ught*;.  and  bore  down  cau- 
tiously- upon  the  sloo|>.  A  sudden  swell  of  the  sea  carricil  off  the 
lifelwat  of  Lieutenant  Aiken,  and  he  was  left,  at  the  rnercy  of  the  Fed- 
eral commander:  but  by  his  i"cndv  answers  when  spolien  he  made 
the  latter  believe  himself  entrapped  and  start  in  haste  for  Galveston, 
thinkitig  doubtless  that  the  dreaded  S-mmes  was  in  his  wake.  The 
ju'xt  morning  the  Bell  steamed  out  under  the  conunand  of  Captain 
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Johnson,  Captain  Fowler  still  roporlod  sick.  Tlie  ship  was  gjroiinded 
on  the  bar,  and  while  \vp  were  winking  at  tlie  jfuns  two  prnjM'llen*  of 
the  UniU'd  States  service,  th*'  Ntir  London  an<l  the  <^ayuga,  ap- 
proiwhfil  us  from  tlu*  westward,  itnd  tlic  torch  was  applied  to  our 
finest  prize  Iw'forr  most  4>f  her  j^ins  had  Iwen  removed.     *     *     * 

I  regret  to  announce  t)ic  loss  of  Serjjeant  Davis,  of  Captain  NoIan*a 
company  ((il,  Second  Texas  Mounted  Killes.  Aft^r  fifjhlinj?  and 
laboring  zeaU)Uslv,  he  fell  accidentally  fnmi  tlie  cai)tiire<l  schooner 
on  the  nijjht  of  llie  21st  and  now  sleeps  in  the  Gull,  over  which  he 
was  of  tlie  first  to  carry  in  triumph  the  flag  of  tlic  Stat€. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  with  great  respect, 

Oscar  M.  WatkIns, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Captain  E.  P.  Tvknkr, 

AssistaTU  Adjutant-General. 


Tbe  naval  fight  off  Saline. 

[SpocUl  111  llM  llutiflUm  Tdoirrvpb.l 

On  Board  C.  S.  Gunboat  Josiab  A.  Bell, 

Ovlf  of  Mrxiro,  off  Safnue  Pass,  TeT.,  January  25  \2t\,  IS63. 

This  morning  about  4  o'clo<rk  [>  re  pa  rat  ions  wei*e  made  on  board 
this  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  attackuig  the  enemy,  who  were  distinctly 
Hcen  as  soon  as  daylight  made  its  appearance,  some  12  nules  distant 
from  Sabine  Pass.  The  exijetlition  consisted  of  the  steamboats  Jottiak 
A.  Bell  and  Vnch  Hen,  witli  detacbnients  of  men  on  board  from  com- 
panies A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G,  and  I  of  Pyron's  regiment,  company  F,  Cook's 
regiment  of  heavy  artilleiy.  and  some  men  from  the  various  compa- 
nies composing  Ijkena'  battahon.  Tiie  whole  of  our  force  may  be 
put  down  as  follows:  One  himdred  m*;n  from  PjTon's  regiment,  4S 
from  Cook's  regiment,  a!>out  200  from  Likens  (or  as  it  is  now  called, 
Spaight's)  battalion,  and  a  few  citizens  from  Orange.  The  whole 
expMition  was  commanded  by  Major  Oscar  M.  Watkins,  assistant 
adjutunt-general  on  General  Ma^ruder's  staiT. 

About  half  past  6  lliis  mornmg  we  starlwl  for  Sabine  Pass,  the 
HfH  first  and  tlie  Vnde.  Ben  immwliately  in  her  wake.  As  soon  as 
the  enemy  got  sight  of  us  they  made  all  sail  and  tried  to  get  away, 
but  it  was  of  no  use.  Heaven  favored  us  and  frowned  upon  thera 
in  the  shape  of  a  rerv  Hght  breeze.  At  about  half  past  8  a.  m.  we 
were  distant  from  Sahine  Pass  about  20  miles  and  from  the  enemy 
we  were  distant  about  2  miles,  when  the  "Annie  '  (a  name  bestowed 
on  our  64-poundcr  rifle  gun  in  honor  of  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  Dow- 
ling)  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  but  our  shot  fell  short.  The  breeze 
began  to  freshen  up  somewhat  and  great  anxiety  was  felt  on  both 
our  steamboats,  for  the  probabilities  were  that  the  enemy  would 
escape.  Wc  were  going  at  the  rat<;  of  7  miles  an  hour  and  the  enemy 
about  5,  lie  keeping  up  a  pretty  lively  fire  from  a  batten'  of  eight  lone 
32-pounders,  but  the"Ajuiic"  was  udmirubly  and  gafluntlv  worked 
by  company  F,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  W  .  Dowllng.  who, 
with  his  detachment,  occupied  the  most  dangerous  position  during 
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the  entire  engagement,  but  not  a  man  flinched,  and  the  enemy  gave 
him  credit  for  making  the  prettiest  shots  Ihey  ever  saw. 

One  shot  took  effect  on  tlie  large^^t  vessel's  main  yard,  one  struck 
her  quarter  hoat  on  the  port  side,  one  took  cffwt  on  lier  deck  and 
exploded  in  the  main  riggnig.  One  shot  struck  No.  2  gun  on  the  port 
side,  which  glanced  ancTcxplodcd,  killing  I  and  wounding  cverj'  man 
that  was  stationed  at  the  gun,  besides  shatterinp  the  sliip  in  a  lor- 
rific  manner.  During  the  enfjagemcnt  the  I'urlt  Hm  was  lirod  at  b^' 
the  sloop  of  war  and  the  schooner.  She  replied  with  !ier  IJ-nounders, 
but,  owing  to  the  infcrioritj'  of  the  gim  carriages,  was  unaole  to  fire 
more  than  three  shots.  However,  from  the  rei>ort  of  the  ordnance 
officer  (Captain  Keith),  who  had  command  of  the  12-pounder8,  some 
execution  wna  done. 

The  enemy  did  some  ycry  responsible  firing  also,  and  we  must  cer- 
tainly give  them  credit  for  mukiiig  as  good  line  shots  as  they  possibly 
could  have  donn  without  striking  \is.  Tlio  fight  la-sted  a  little  over 
two  hours,  when,  at  about  It  o'clock,  we  got  near  enough  for  uur 
8har|)8 hooters  to  open  on  the  enemy's  decks  with  their  rifles.  He 
could  not  stand  it  any  longer,  the  stars  and  stripes  were  lowered  in 
token  of  a  surrender,  and  the  firing  immediately  ceased.  The  large 
vessel  was  buarded,  and  she  proven  to  be  t!ie  United  States  sloop  of 
war  Morning  LiQht,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Dillingham.  She 
is  a  fuU-rigged  ship,  mounting  eight  splendid,  long  32-pounder  guns, 
and  to  use  Captain  Dillingham's  own  words  he  would  prefer  them  to 
any  6S-pounders.  1  fori^ot  to  mention  that  she  had  on  board  a  very 
pretty  little  breech-loailing  gun,  pn^sentcd  by  the  Beast,  who  dis- 
graces humanity,  who  has  ruled  and  ruined  the  Queen  CHty  of  the 
South,  and  who  before  long,  I  trust,  a  just  God  will  punish.  How- 
ever, were  the  hyena  in  the  same  fix  with  his  munificent  present  he 
would  be  in  very  bad  plight,  for  while  in  the  act  of  firing  it  a  shell 
from  the  "Annie  "  exploded,  which  re-sulted  in  the  guiiner  losing  part 
of  his  hand,  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  breech,  and  spoiling  the 
gun  considerably. 

The  sloop  of  war  is  a  splendid  prize  and  manned  by  about  100  men. 
About  the  time  the  Morniiuf  Liqht  was  btiarded  the  Uncle  Ben  ran 
down  tlie  smaller  veasel  and  took  her  immediately.  She  proved  to 
be  the  U.  S.  armore<i  s(;hooner  Fairy,  formerly  tlie  Velocity,  and 
owned  in  I^lize,  Honduras,  but  captured  while  nmning  the  blockade. 
She  has  only  about  a  dozen  men  on  hoard,  commanded  by  a  volun- 
teer lieutenant,  who  previously  had  been  promoted  by  the  U.  S. 
G<»venniient  f<ir  gallantry'  displayed  in  the  late  action  at  Sabine 
Pass.  Our  casiialties  were  only  one  man  slightly  wounded,  a  piivate 
in  Captain  AyciM-k's  company.  Pyrons  regiment.  The  enemy  lost  I 
killed  and  9  wounded.  The  poor  fellow  that  was  killed  was  horribly 
cut  up  witji  shells  and  splinters. 

Captain  Charles  Fowler  was  commander  of  our  fleet,  and  most 
nobly  did  he  do  his  duty.  During  the  entire  engagement  he  stood 
on  the  forward  part  of  the  boat  Bell  and  never  flinched.  Great 
credit  must  be  awarded  him  for  his  perseverance  and  euerg}-.  He 
has  certainlv  the  confidence  of  every  man  in  the  expedition,  and  to 
use  the  men^s  own  words  they  would  follow  him  tn  h^l. 

Captain  Nolan  was  in  command  of  the  various  detachments  from 
Pyron's  reginienl,  and  it  would  be  useless  for  n)o  to  give  him  the 
praise  he  deserves.    He  has  been  the  hero  of  too  many  tights  for 
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such  an  Immblc  incUvidual  as  mysolf  to  culopizp  him.  Captain 
Odluiu,  of  Company  II,  Cook's  reffimrnt  lioavy  artillery,  was  chief  of 
ordnimro  and  arliUory.     Well  ana  fiallantly  Hul  be  perform  his  duty. 

Cuptuiii  Marsh  commanded  t!ie  detachment  of  men  from  his  com- 
pany, of  Likens"  hattaUon,  and  Captain  G.  W.  O'liryan,  of  tlie  same 
battalion,  eommanded  the  delaehments  on  hoard  the  i'nrif  Ben. 
The  sui-geon's  stalf  r<tnsiyted  of  Siirpeoiis  Bailey.  Mnrray.  and  Ander- 
son. Captains  Aycock.  Marsh.  Spiirhtek,  Keitli,  and^  tiihhy.  and 
Liontenant«  Junker,  Glenn,  Hunter.  Ijeonard,  Tunon,  Ezell,  Iloj^an, 
Martin,  Lorketl  Aikens,  Mayo  [K.  K.  Mays).  Jones,  and  several 
other  ollieers.  whose  names  now  escape  my"memor\\  totjether  witli 
tlio  men  composing  their  commands,  all  beliaved  gallantly,  and  it  is 
scareoly  proper  to  pick  out  individuals  where  eveiy  man  was  a  hero 
in  himself.  I  mielit  mention  many  instances  of  cooluess  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  some  gentlemen  (citizens)  who  vohmteered  for 
the  (ipht ,  bill  will  mei'cly  mention  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  who 
came  niider  my  own  observation.  Captains  Stockholm  and  Mc]*ane, 
of  Sabine  Pass,  were  pilotsS  on  the  lirli.  an<l  managed  the  boat,  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  Fowler,  to  a  charm.  Captain  Z.  Sable  and 
Mr.  Gilmore,  of  Orange,  did  efUcient  ser^'ice,  and  i)rovpd  by  their 
^allantrv'  that  they  are  men  for  an  emerpency.  When  we  took  the 
Moniin/t  Lif/ht  in  tow  Captain  Sable  renniiiied  i[i  command  of  her, 
and  the  manner  in  which  she  was  handled  stamps  him  at  once  as  a 
pood  seaman.  I  must  not  neglect  mentioning;  Lieutenant  Tom  Mil- 
lett,  our  acting  commissarv  of  suhsistcnce.  He  was  among  the  (irst 
to  b4)ard  tlie  enemy,  and  in  tlio  report  of  tiis  commanding  ofliecr  to 
headquarters  his  name  is  honorably  mentioned  for  coolness  and 
gallantry. 

Captain  Dan.  Showalter  acted  as  volunteer  aid  on  the  staff  of 
Major  Watkins  and  did  good  service.  I  have  known  Dan.  for  a  long 
time.  U  was  our  fortune  many  a  time  to  meet  in  the  Democratic 
State  convention  of  California,  and  I  never  thought  while  listening 
to  the  brilliant  oratorA*  of  my  Friend  before  the  enlightened  legisla- 
ture of  California  years  ago  tliat  either  of  us  would  meet  on  this  side 
of  the  Pacific,  fignting  for  the  ri«:hts  of  the  S<^iutb.  Captain  Sho- 
walter was  a  prisoner  of  war  in  California  for  five  months  and  a  half, 
but  through  the  exertions  of  himself  and  Senator  Latham  managed 
to  make  good  his  escape,  and  here  he  is  now  advocating  the  same 
principles  with  the  sword  that  he  has  heretofore  done  in  public  life 
with  the  pen. 

Onf  prisoners  number  in  all  about  109.  Among  the  latter  are  2fl 
negroes,  including  one  severely  wounded.  Tlie  latter  are  a  verj* 
likely  looking  lot  of  subjects.  The  oflioers  and  men  are  a  fine- 
looking  body,  and  credit  certainly  must  be  given  to  them  and  Cap- 
tain Dillingliam  for  having  managed  and  fought  his  ve,*tsel  as  well 
and  with  as  much  desperation  as  anv  officer  could  have  done  under 
the  circumstances.  lie  gave  us  liis  F>atteriefl  as  long  as  he  could  get 
them  to  bear  on  tis,  and  after  they  were  useless  he  had  all  bis  small 
arms  loaded,  distributed  lus  boartfing  pikes  for  the  purpose  of  repel- 
ling boarding,  and  had  men  stationed  in  the  tops  of  his  vessel  t^  pick 
off  our  officers  and  gimners,  but  our  shanishoolers  broiiyht  the  men 
out  of  the  tops  vcr>''  soon,  they  coming  tlown  on  deck  like  so  many 
squirrels  out  of  a  tree. 

The  enemy's  wounded  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  our  surgeons, 
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who  had  thpm  hrour;ht  on  board  our  "fiapaliip"  and  did  all  for  them 
that  skill  and  kindness  could  do. 

I  hope  your  <-orrpsp<>nde!ni  ai  ilir  cullarit  Unch  Ben  \v\\\  give  you 
the  itt'ins  of  inlt'rrst  which  (K-ciirrod  on  that  hoat.  All  that  I  can 
sny  for  n»v  own  part  from  the  manner  in  \vfii<li  she  went  into  action 
her  captain  is  dpservinfj  of  much  nraiso,  and  C'autain  Bil!  Joliiuson's 
name  will  liave  to  he  rrconlpd  in  tno  history  of  tno  war  for  ability  as 
a  soaman  and  ji^ullantry  ns  a  soldior. 

Our  hill  of  faro  fnr  dinner  to-day  is  as  follows:  Hoast  beef,  mutton, 
turkey ,  chicken,  and  pork ;  Irish  potatops,  rice,  butter,  and  a  dessert 
fit  for  a  king,  an<I  a^  the  bell  i»  now  ringing  1  must  close  ho  a^  to 
drink  tho  health  of  the  jjallant  "horse  marines." 

I  will  write  you  again  shortly. 
Truly,  yours, 

Junius. 


Lefferjrom  Commodorr  lirll,  U .  S.  Nm-y,  io  Colonel  Deffrny,  C  S.  Armyf 
regarding  Uu:  rrimnHil  of  biwijs  outside,  OahfHton  hnrhor. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bkookltn, 

Off  GnhestoTi,  Javnanj  J^,  t86S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ai*knowlcd^e  the  receipt  (tf  your  dis- 
patch of  this  date,  in  reply  t**  mine  of  yt'«terday  toucliing  the  buoys, 
addressed  to  M«jor-<!icneral  Ma^mdcr,  and  whom  you  inform  me  is 
teninorarilv  aljsent. 

I  wg  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your  prompt  and  vol- 
untary offer  to  replace  the  buoy  wliioh  yuu  slate  was  removed  by  one 
of  your  launches. 

As  you  have  Ie<l  mo  to  expect  a  letter  from  Major-General  Maprudor 
to-morrow  on  lliis  and  other  subjects,  you  will  please  ex<*use  me  from 
goini;  further  into  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  rej>pectfullv,  your  ohe<lient.  .servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Commodore,  Comdg.  U.  S.  Forces  off  Gaiivston  and  the  Coast  of  Texas. 

X.  B.  Debray, 

ColoTiel  of  Cavalr\{,  G.  S,  A.,  etc.,  Oeihynion,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Betl,  XJ.  S.  Navu,  (o  the  British  e4>7iAu7  at  G<d- 
veston,  transmitting  offtrial  notire  of  the  rontiniuttivn  of  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Stxx)p  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  Sg,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  official  notice*  of  the 
continuation  of  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Galve.ston  and  neighbor- 
ing waters,  which  Major-General  Ma^uder,  commanding  the  Omfiid- 
erate  forces  at  Galveston,  has  prcwlauned  to  bo  raised. 

I  Iiave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obtnlient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Cftmdg.  U .  S.  Forces  off  Galveston  and  Coast  of  Texas. 

HEn  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  Galveston.  Tex. 

•See  p.  550. 
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Report  of  Comimiiuler  AlHtn,  V.  8.  Navtj,  itgardin^  a  deferred  recon- 
nm«sance  in  the  Mismssipjn, 

Baton  Rmigf.  Januonj  2'?,  tSfiS. 

Sm:  I  have  the  )\onor  to  acknowle<ig;e  tlie  receipt  of  yurs  of  the 
I9th  instant.  It  cume  to  hand,  however,  after  General  fianks  left  on 
his  return  to  New  Orleans;  still,  I  belicrc  I  anticipated  your  wishes  by 
offering  him  even,'  faeihty  in  my  power  toward  the  furtherance  of  the 
obiet--l  of  [lis  visit  to  this  place. 

1  hail  arrnnjred  to  make  a  reoonnoissance  with  hin\  up  the  river,  but 
from  some  cttiisi-  {want  of  time,  I  holicvi*)  lie  has  deferred  for  a  few 
days. 

With  tjreat  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  son-ant, 

James  Alken, 
CommaTider,  etc. 
Admiml  Karr*\gut, 

Cmftnmnding  U.  S.  Fleet,  etc. 


Hejmrt  of  Comrnarufer  Gibson,  U.  S.  Nainj^  tnt-nftmiUiva  reqtteM  of  A<i^ 
mff  Master  Bruntr,  V .  S.  Nopij.  commanding  U.  6'.  schooner  Charlotte, 
at  Eant  Pa^s,  for  a  gun  and  animimitwn. 

U.  S.  Snip  Potomac, 

Prnmcola.  Januanj  23,  IS63. 

Sm:  I  send  herewith  a  comrauniealion  which  I  have  just  received 
from  Acting  Master  E.  D.  Bniner,  the  officer  who  ia  in  command  ftt 
the  Kasl  Piiss. 

I  shall  dispatch  tlie  schooner  Ind^-pemUncr.  as  soon  as  I  can  possibly 
get  her  off  with  a  33-hundredweight  32-pounder  (the  only  kin<l  of  gun 
which  I  have  to  send  him),  and  also  the  necessary'  ammunition  and 
provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veryrespectfully.your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Gibson, 

Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  Farkaout, 

Comnuinding  Western  Gull  Blockading  Squadron. 

[F.iu'loKure.] 

IT.  S.  SfiiooNER  Chabi^tte, 

Eoitt  Patcft.  Jaiiuaiy  31,  tSGS. 

Sre:  There  are  now  amund  this  bay  between  fiflil  and  SOO  rebel 
cavalry'  and  infantri'.  imder  the  command  of  Colonel  Clanton.  They 
have  4  pieces  of  artUleiy  and  arc  amply  provisioned  for  making  con- 
siderable of  a  stay. 

Four  days  ago  two  companies  of  ti.vftlry  made  an  attack  upon  30 
refugees,  who  were  endeavoring  to  get  to  me  for  pi-otiTtion,  ana  killed 
2,  captured  27:  only  1  escaped,  who  sticcecded  m  reacliing  us.  This 
man  says  that  they  are  arresting  all  the  l^nion  people  and  destroying 
everj^thing  they  have.  TIk-  rebel  hea<lqiiarters  is  at  tlie  Kour  Mile 
Landing.  I  have  not  been  up  since  they  came,  as  I  am  not  prepared 
to  meet  them.  I  have  reliable  informftii<m  that  they  intend  to  raise 
the  Champinu  and  another  vessel  or  two,  mount  train  gnn.'^,  man 
them,  ana  make  an  attack  upon  us,  at  the  same  time  endeavor  to 
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blui'kadp  us  in  this  bay.  I  at  this  time  have  every  reason  iti  behevB 
tliat  tlio^'  have  everytfiing  prepared  in  the  Narrows  to  give  us  a  warm 
reception  if  we  attempt  to  go  through. 

My  object  in  sending  down  is  to  ask  if  you  will  please  send  me 
another  gun  and  ammunition;  if  there  ia  nothing  else,  a  short  'A2  will 
work  on  tlie  schooner.  I  wish  to  give  these  feUows  all  the  fight  we 
can.  We  have  great  odds  against  us,  hut  if  I  can  got  a  lieavy  gun 
and  plenty  of  aniniunition  I  tliink  we  can  give  them  satisfaction. 
They  are  gettim;  bolder  -^vcry  day;  also,  my  time  for  drawing  the 
crew's  rations  wilt  be  on  the  30th  of  this  tnonth.  and  as  it  will  be  auuost 
impossible  to  send  down,  1  should  like  the  next  sixty  days'  rations  to 
be  sent;  then,  if  we  should  bo  blockaded  in,  we  will  have  a  good  supply 
of  provisions  on  linnd.  The  schooner  indepfndftt<:e  can  come  up  on 
the  out-.side,  utul,  with  u  pilot,  could  get  in  the  Kust  Pass;  after  sne  is 
discharged,  she  could  return  again  on  the  outside. 

1  have  under  prot«*tion  20  refugees  who  escaped  to  us  one  week 
ago,  and  new  ones  come  in  most  every  day.  They  all  asked  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  I  administ^^red.  They  waul  to  assist  us 
to  fight  the  R'bels  on  tlie  bay.  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them. 
I  am  feeding  tiiem  out  of  our  provisions.  They  are  persecuted  Union 
men,  and  are  driven  almost  to  desperation,  and  it  is  certainly  my' 
business  to  protect  them.  They  could  certainly  be  made  ver^-  useful, 
if  I  could  onlj'  be  furnished  with  provisions  for  them,  if  nothing  more 
than  breud  tiud  meat.  I  have  tliem  encamped  on  the  island:  have 
formed  thorn  into  a  company  and  drill  them  every  day.  I  will  make 
thorn  useful  in  case  of  an  ougagement. 

We  have  the  schooner  Ladxj  Ann.  She  came  very  near  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels  with  $412  wortli  of  goods.  1  send  a  Ust  of 
the  articles;  they  were  sent  by  some  one  for  trading  purposes;  there 
was  no  pass,  and  it  appears  they  were  taken  from  the  yard  to  Pensacola, 
and  there  taken  on  board  of  the  I^uly  Atin.  She  came  very  near  pass- 
ing us  in  the  eale  of  wind  of  last  week,  and  Iiad  I  not  overlmulea  and 
brought  her  back  slie  would  have  been  seized  by  Colonel  Clanttm 
upon  her  arrival  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  It  is  not  safe  to  send  her 
down  the  Narrows.  I  will  therefore  detain  her  until  you  order  me  in 
the  matter. 

In  n?gard  to  the  lumber,  the  owner  (a  Union  man)  is  taken  off  by  the 
cavalry,  and  if  the  luml>er  is  not  yet  burned  it  will  be. 

It  is  very  essential,  if  you  have  the  Indepftidence,  that  she  should 
be  here  s(M>n  as  possible.     In  case  they  should  plant  a  gun  on  the  blutf 
in  the  pass  it  would  give  considerable  trouble. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  D.  Brpner, 
Acting  Mnfter,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  ScTuyoiier  Charlotte. 

Commander  Alexander  Gibsox,U.  S.  Navy, 

Frigate  Potomac. 


jRepori  of  Rt-ar-Admiml  Farrmmt,  U.  S.  Navy,  acX-nmvledging  rec€ipt 
of  infortnatwn  regarding  British  schooners  in  the  Sabine  River. 

No.  24.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans^  January  ^3,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  a<'knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  December  .'iO,  relative  to  the  BritisD  schoonere  Sting  Ray,  Henry 
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CoUhirst,  Govertwr,  and  ono  olher,  name  unknown,  Ij'ing  in  the  Sabine 
RiTor  at  th**  iin»'  Sabine  Pass  was  occupied  by  our  forces,  which 
sclioonoi-s  1  believe  still  to  be  at  Sabinr  City. 

1  am  iufoniie<l  bv  a  Mr.  [G  \V.  J  Plummer.  wlio  was  the  light-bouse 
k«M*pcr  at  Sabine  ^ass  under  the  Federal  fJovemment,  tnat  thpso 
vossols  havi'  beni  in  the  habit  of  niniiiiiij  the  bloL-kade  frnui  time  lo 
time,  nolwitiislanding  the  fact  thai  there  were  Ignited  Slates  vessrls 
of  war  cniising  on  the  coast  all  the  time.  They  availed  tliemselvcs  of 
dark  niphts  and  the  impression  that  our  otficors  appean'<l  to  have  of 
the  insignificance  of  the  port  for  some  tinio,  and  made  many  vovRgfs 
ti)  rTamaica.  where  they  changed  tlieir  nationality  and  obtained  pro- 
viisidnal  n'jnstvr-s.  They  were  a^ain  loaded  an<i  reaily  for  sea  w-Iien 
wo  took  posst*ssion  of  the  [Sftbino]  Pass,  but  dischar^etl  their  oai^oes, 
which  they  sent  up  to  Mon.ston,  and  the  vessels  reniainecl  at  or  above 
Sabine  (^ity,  where  they  still  are. 

As  to  my  giving  due  notice  of  the  blockade,  1  wa,s  informed  by 
Flag-Officer  W.  \\.  McKean  that  tlie  coast  of  Texas  was  blockadpci, 
ana  I  pix^sumed  the  proper  stops  had  been  taken  to  institute  such 
bJockade.  added  to  which,  I  knew  that  the  President  had  pix)clainied* 
the  const  of  all  the  States  then  in  i-eboUion  against  tlie  Government 
(April  1!!,  iS(il)  tu  be  in  a  state  of  blix-kade.  which  proclanmtion  I 
.supposed  t<t  be  In  it^self  a  sulUcient  declaraliitn. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  [A.T.I  L^mn,  her  RrilaiinicMaiesty'sconsid  at  Gal- 
veston, he  is  openly  avoweil  as  a  notorious  rebel,  and  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  voted  for  the  secession  nf  Texas. 

H.B.M.  sloop  .ffin^iWo  has  just  sailed  for  Galveston.  Captain  [W.N. 
W-l  Hewett  is  well  aware  of  the  not<iriety  of  Mr.  Lynn's  siyjossiou 
proclivities. 

1  have  the  honor  !»  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"D.  O.  Farraovt, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WiMhin/ftf>n,  T).  C. 


[KudurwnuMit.l 

Inform  Secretary'  Stat*'  of  fast  convoy  vessels  at  Sabine  Pass. 


W. 


Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S.  Namfy  to  Acting  Master  lAimstm,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schoover  Kiitatinny,  to  return  to  the  block- 
ade of  Matagorda. 

V.  S.  Steam  Six>oi*  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  Janmnj  23,  1863. 
Sie:  Ketum  to  tlie  blockade  of  Matagorda  and  neighboring  passee, 
and   remain  on   that  duty  until  you  shall  hoar  further  from  the 
a^lmiral. 

The  condition  of  the  XT.  S.  schooner  Kiitatinmi,  under  your  com- 
rnand,  shall  be  made  known  to  the  Admiral  without  delay,  and  a 
timely  relief  obtained  for  you. 
Very  res|)cctfullv, 

n.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore.  Comdg.  V.  S.  Ftfrcett  off  Oatvesion  and  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Schooner  KUtatinny,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 
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ftfport  of  Rfar-Admiral  Farrat/ul,  V.  S.  ^aiyy,  referriiig  to  VniUd 
SUiirs  vexHeh  searching  {or  the  C.  S.  steamers  Ortto  (Florida)  and 
290  {AUibatiui). 

No.  2fl.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orlfana,  Jnnnarij  JS,  IS6S. 
Silt:  Nothinj;  us  yot  has  hocn  hoanl  from  thu  R.  R.  i'uijlcr  or  from 
the  Oneida.  As  I  informed  you  hy  '''*■  ^^^^  mail,  iho  first  of  these 
two  vessels  was  last  seen  within  4  miles  of  tlie  Orfto.  The  Oneida 
was  disj)iitciiod  to  Key  West  to  give  notice  of  the  presence  of  the 
390  tiuJ  Orrto  in  the  (iulf. 

Commodore  Bel!,  by  the  last  reports,  was  hlockadinp  the  Harriet 
Lane  in  (iHlvcstnn,  and  wuitiii^  for  nie  tu  send  hint  more  gunboats; 
the  sixth  will  sail  the  day  after  to-morrow.  It  appears  inipo^ssible 
to  get  a  gunboat  out  of  the  river  in  less  than  four  or  five  days;  they 
can  run  with  crii>ple<l  spars,  damaged  sides,  et«.,  in  the  river,  but 
if  they  go  outsiac,  the  machinery  and  everything  else  has  to  be 
repaire<l. 

I  have  seen  a  man  from  Ga!vest<]n,  who  reported  tliat  he  tliought 
the  Harriet  Lane  was  out,  but  <'omm«>(lore  Bell  makes  no  such  men- 
tion in  his  dispatches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

iiear-AdinitxU. 
Hon.  GinKOS  Wki,le«, 

i>ecretanj  oj  the  Navtj,  WaMn^on,  />.  C, 


Re-port  of  Rear- Admiral  Fnrragui,  V .  S.  Naivj,  rfgarding  the  presence 
of  a  suspected  steamer  off  SotUft  West  Pass,  supposed  to  be  the  290 
iC.S.S,Alaban\a). 


No.  27.1 


Fj-AosfTiP  IIartpord, 

New  Orleans,  January  ^4,  186S, 


Silt:  The  '390*,  or  a  suspicious  bark-rigged  proiMdler  supposed  to 
l>e  that  vessel,  Iuls  been  seen  twice  olf  the  South  West  PaSss;  first,  on 
the  Sth  instant;  second,  on  the  23d.  She  is  probably  hovering  in 
that  vicinity  to  pick  up  a  coal  vessel,  as  her  coal  must  have  run 
pretty  short  by  lliis  time. 

I  have  sent  the  Mississippi  down  the  river  to  guard  the  Pampero 
and  other  vessels  on  the  bar,  but  I  have  not  a  single  vessel  wnich 
would  conii»et<'  with  the  rebel  privateers  in  point  of  speed,  or  that  I 
can  spare  t.o  send  out  after  her. 

Very  respectful l3',  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fabraout, 

Rear-Admirai. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellea, 

Secretary  of  Oie  Navy. 

*T\it  C.  S.  ?>.  Alithanta  wnrint  Port  RojiU,  Jamaicft,  January  30  to 26, 1863.  SeeSeriea 
J,  vuluiue  2,  pp.  723, 72^.— OouPiuai. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admintl  Farra^t,  V.  S.  Naivf,  to  Captain  Smith,  V.  S. 
Nat.nj,  commanding  U.  8,  S,  Missi^sipjn,  to  blockade  South  West 
Pass. 

Flao^hif  Hartford, 
Nen7  Orleans,  January  24,  1803. 
Str:  Proceed  to  South  West  Paiw  and  lie  at  Pilot  Towti.  and 
keep  a  lookout  for  tlK-^  oiiomv  w!io  appi'tir  to  thrcftlen  our  store  vessel 
ftt  that  place.  Communicate  with  nu*  ilaily  if  there  is  anytlunjj  in 
sight,  and  I  will  send  a  vessel  down  to  relievo  you  as  soon  as  possible 
that  can  cross  the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farbaout. 
CaptHUi  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mismsttippi. 


Ordtr  of  Rear-AdmiraJ  Farra^ut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  send  a  vessel  to  (he  assistance  of  Colonel  Holcomb, 
U.  8,  Army. 

Flagship  Harti-'ord, 
Netv  OrhartJi,  Jaixnary  2^,  1S6S. 
Sir:  I  herewitli  give  j'ou  below  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  received 
by  General  Banks  from  Colonel  Holcomb: 

I  luve  unly  one  frunboal  heir  nnd  m>  urtillery.  I  wish  you  would  Iuvp  another  gUQ* 
Ixiit  sent  liPH'. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  dispatch  the  Ciifton  or  Albatross 
to  tl»e  assistance  uf  Colonel  Holcomb. 

I  shall  probably  give  you  orders  tf>  go  in  pursuit  of  the  Si90  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  F'akraout, 
,         Rear- Admiral f  Commanding. 
Commander  James  Alden, 

Commandintj  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond. 

P.  S. — I  have  sent  the  Mississipm  down  to  the  bar.  for  fear  the 
390  might  come  in  and  take  the  Vampero  for  coaJ.  He  {290)  was 
off  there  yesterday. 

Youre,  D.  G.  P. 


Report  oj  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  re^rdin^  the  insufficieney 
of  the  natal  force  in  the  Gulf,  and  transmitiiny  xnformatwn  from 
New  Orleans. 

HExU)QrARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  Gui-P, 

Nen^  OrUanx,  Jaintarif  J^'  'tVtf-''. 
General:  The  enclosed  dispat^^h  from  the  mnutli  of  the  river 
causes  much  solii-itude  in  regard  to  the  southern  defenses  of  the 
city.  The  vessel  referred  to  is  supposed  i^  have  been  the  Alabttma^ 
and  her  movements,  with  the  escape  of  the  Orcto  from  Mobile  and  the 
uncertainty  as  to  the  |)osition  of  tlie  Harriet  Lane,  no  news  Imvin^ 
been  received  from  Galveston,  affords  some  reason  for  tlie  impression 
that  an  attack  from  the  suutii  is  coutem]>lated.     *    *    * 
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The  naral  force  here  is  insufficient.  Admiral  Farraput  h&a  repre- 
sented his  wants  to  the  Navv  Departniftnt.  Kfcent  I'venUs  in  the 
(Juir  make  it  ini[»crtttiv«'ly  nPtM'ssary  that  his  fle<il  ultouhl  ho  Htrength- 
ened. 

The  rebel  force  at  Port  lludson  and  its*  vicinity  is  larger  than  1  can 
bring  against  it,  leaviiic  a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  defouBO 
of  the  city  and  the  La  Fourche  district. 

*  *  ,    *  *  *  «  « 

I  Imve  the  honor  to  lie,  with  much  respect,  your  idMMlient  servant, 

*    N.  P.  IUnks, 
Major-Ofneral,  Commaiiding, 
Major-Oeneral  Hallkck, 

Vomma7ider  in  Chief,  V .  S.  Army. 

lEiwlOMim.] 
HKADgilARTKRR  DePAKTMF.NT  OP  THE  GtTLF, 

Nciv  Orleans.  January  ^4,  IS6S. 
(By  tcletcraph  fnxn  South  West  Pas.'*.) 
Sir:  Last  evening. about  onf-lmlf  htjur  beh>re  .suitset,  a  lun^,  rakish, 
hark-rigged  steamer,  with  topgallant  nuLsts  struck,  pa.s.sc(]  slowly 
hy  tlie  month  of  the  riviT.  WIkmi  olf  the  South  Point  she  steamed 
off  rapidly  .-louthertst.  Diirinu;  the  time  of  her  pas-ning  tht  pilot  boat 
had  a  signal  in  her  main  rigging  where  1  have  never  seen  her  set  it 
before.  As  the  bar  is  improving,  I  can  not  but  think  a  dash  is 
intende<i,  as  soon  a^  there  is  a  fleet  here  to  warrant  it.     T  am  in  a 

i)oor  condition  to  f)rotect  even  my  own  vessel.     The  Kalahdin  is 
lere  and  will  leave  this  morning. 
Yours, 

C.  HuOfllNS, 
Commanding  V.  S.  S.  PampfTo, 
Rear-Admii'al  D.  G.  FAB&Aotrr. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Nmyy,  rejerriny  to  the  reported  move- 
meni»  oj  the  captured  V.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

r-  U-  S.  Steam  Sum)P  Brooklyn, 
Off  Galveston,  January  ^r,,  ISGS. 
Sm:  My  letter  of  the  10th.  by  the  schooner  hahel  Blake,  informed 
yoit  that  thi'  heavy  rolling  of  tlie  Brooklyn  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  ISth 
c'tiiii|)cllt^d  iiic  tit  gel,  underway.     The  .steamer  Unrrut  T.nne  was  in 

■  sight  on  tiiat  day.  but  was  not  vi.sihU'  when  I  anchoret!  next  morning, 
the  MUh.  That  afternoon,  however,  and  next  day,  the  weather 
became  clearer,  and  n  .square-rigged  vessel  was  observed  from  our 

ttops,  with  t()pinast.s  housed,  lymg  beyond  the  upner  harl«>r;  also 
two  .s(pian^-rigge<l  ves.seU,  one  of  them  with  saiU  loosed,  lying  up 
Galvesiton  Bay,  about  10  miles  north  of  the  city.  There  were  jpre- 
viously  three  square-rigged  ve.sselK  in  tlic  hay,  and  there  are  three 
now.  I  am  very  confident  that  the  Harriet  Lane,  is  within  Galveston 
wati'rs. 
The  sea  broke  heavilv  on  the  IKth  and  19th  from  one  end  of  the 


ft  The 


580 


W*fcST  CJtLF  fiLOCKADINd   SQtADROiJ. 


shofiU  to  tlic  oilier,  and  nothing  drawing  ovor  6  feet  Of  water  could 
hare  possibly  cros«**d  tlie  Jiar,  aiul  nothing  could  hiivo  pA>Lscd  through 
iht^  giiidxmtri  am-horiMl  ihore  without  being  scon,  iillhoiigh  the  night 
was  Tery  dark^  iSubsoouenlly,  Iho  oflicers  acconipHnyiug  the  Hugs 
nf  tniee  tried  to  create  the  improsHion  tliat  "she  is  out/'  one  of  them 
saying  so  plainly.  I  <io  not  hclievo  it.  This  morning  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  reported  that  he  could  see  a  square-rigged  vcsfiel,  sails 
loosed,  from  the  maintopmast  head,  which  he  takes  to  he  the  ffar- 
riet  Lanf.  She  lies  beyond  the  upper  harl)or  in  the  direetion  of 
Vii^inia  Point,  and  was  doubtless  carried  over  the  shoal  water  by 
the  rise  during  the  heavA'  easterly  weather  on  the  ISih.  Hf  also 
sees  two  square-rigged  vessels  and  three  steamei-s  lying  higher  up 
the  bay  near  Dollar  Point. 

Very  rBsneetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

f'ommodore, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Karraoitt, 

Comiig.  Western  Ovlf  Blockdg.  S^adron, New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  A'u ty,  to  Acting  Master  Chiids,  U.  8. 
Navy,  comma  tiding  U.  5,  S.  Tennessee,  to  proceed  to  New  Meant 
laith  dispatches. 

U.  S.  Steam  Suk)p  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gah^ston,  Jamtarg  2ri,  1S6S. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  deliver  the  dispatches  with 
which  you  are  intrusted  to  the  admiral  or  to  the  senior  naval  otlicer 
present.     They  are  importAnt. 

You  will  touch  at  Subiiio  Pas.s  and  obtain  suolt  information  of  the 
state!  of  things  there  as  niav  be  praetirahle.     Ynu  sliouJd  find  there 
the  New  London,  Commander  Head,  senior  oliieer,  and  the  Ca^guga, 
Lieutcinant-Coniinuuder  McUermut. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Oommodore,  Commanding  V.  S.  Forces  off  (Galveston, 

Acting  Master  John-  D.  (?iiilds, 

Cojnmanding  U.  S.  S,  Tennessee,  off  Galveston,  Tex, 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  Navg,  to  Cohmel  Dthray,  C.  5. 
Army,  acknowledging  the  offer  to  replace  buoy  removed  under  flag  of 
truce. 

U.  S.  Steam  Si.ooi'  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gdirestitn,  January  i5,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

the  2-lth  (22d]  instant,  offering  to  replace,  under  the  inspection  of  one 

of  my  oHicers,  one  of  the  buoys  which  you  admit  was  towed  in  by 

one  of  your  boats  on  the  2Uth  instant,  while  the  (lag  of  tnice  was 

Kot  being  sufficiently  a.H.tured  of  the  exact  position  of  the  buoy  ia 
question,  I  could  not  undertake  to  go  througli  tlie  form  of  seeing  it 
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put  back  again.  1  presuino,  however,  that  your  own  pilots  or  somo 
one  of  your  ollicers  knew  its  locality. 

It  Is  of  little  consequence  to  nie  wliether  it  be  replacetl  or  n<it.  The 
ciixMiinstanees  under  which  the  buoy^  disappeared  gave  iinpurlaooe 
to  the  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  )'our  obedient  servant, 

n.  11.  Hkll. 

Commodore,  C&trulg.  U.  S.  Forces  ojf  Galveston  and  Coast  of  Texas. 

Colonel  X.  H.  I)ebil\y, 

Cointrtanding  East  Subdistrict  of  Texas,  Oalvest&ti,  Tex, 


Report  oj  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  oj  buoys 
by  the  Confederates  whiU  under  llatj  of  truce. 

V.  S.  Steam  Su)op  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  J5,  ISf^S. 

Sir:  Fla^p  of  truce  were  cut  to  us  on  the  20th,  21.st,  22d,  and 
to-day,  with  connnunications  from  General  Maynider  and  the  French 
consular  agent,  copies  of  wliicii  are  forwarded  nerewith. 

On  the  20lh,  iir  the  afternoon,  I  observed  tlie  enemy  extending 
his  defenses  on  the  nortlieast  of  the  city  and  within  it  near  the  old 
hospital,  in  such  a  rnrfnncr  as  to  cover  the  out.side  and  the  inside  of 
channel  approaches.  1  could  not  check  this  latter  work  without 
really  "bombarding"  the  city,  anil  as  General  Magnider's  nrmdanm- 
tion,  cunveved  to  me  that  dav,  informed  nie  that  he  had  declared 
tlie  blockade  raised,  and  had  inviteil  the  resumption  of  commerce 
bv  friendly  nati<ms.  I  thought  it  incuMd>ent  on  me  to  warn  all  for- 
eigners and  others  before  opening  fire  upon  tlie  city.  1  could  not 
send  in  this  warning  before  the  afternoon  of  tlie  Jlst,  when  1  allowed 
tlieni  twenty-four  hours  from  /i  p.  m.  of  that  date  to  remove. 

At  dayliglit  on  the  21st  it  was  observed  that  all  the  buoys  except 
the  outside  buoy,  three  in  ntnnber,  had  disappeared  from  their  moor- 
ings, one  of  them  was  in  niglit,  lying  on  tlie  i)each.  The  20tli, 
next  day,  being  quite  calm,  the  schooner  coming  out  under  flag  of 
tnice  <lid  not  get  underway  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  cross- 
ing the  bar  it  died  calm  again,  and  she  was  seen  entering  the  harbor 
at  <hiyliglit  next  morning,  when  the  buoys  were  missed.  I  wrote  to 
the  general  and  charged  him  with  violating  the  (lag  of  truce  as  stilted. 
Colonel  X.  U.  Debray,  C  S.  Army,  in  the  absence  of  tJeneral  Mugru- 
der,  replied  to  my  letter,  dLsclaindng  the  act  except  in  the  ca.se  of  one 
buoy,  which  had  been  removed  by  one  of  his  launches  without 
authority,  lie  otTered  to  have  it  replaced  under  the  inspection  of 
one  (»f  my  ollirors.  Ilo  refers  to  one  of  two  buuys  ofl'  Fort  Point  and 
Pelican  J>pit,  Ijing  under  the  guns,  and  which  could  have  been  re- 
moved by  them  without  hindrance  at  any  hour.  Still,  it  was  done 
while  the  (lag  of  truce  was  out.  The  inner  bar  buoy.  lying  on  tbo 
beach,  may  have  been  wa.shed  ashore  on  the  19th,  but  persona  on 
board  here  say  thcT  saw  it  in  place  on  the  20th. 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  I  sent  orders  for  the  New  Landon  and 
Cayuga  to  proceed  to  Sabine  Pass,  as  noticed  elsewhere. 
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This  Ifift  the  Saota  an<l  Owaaro  here  on  blockade.     Since  then  it 
has  been  thick  weather  and  rainy  until  tu-day. 
Neither  the  Katnhdin  nor  Itaica  lia-s  yd  appeared. 
Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H,  Bell, 

Commotlorr, 
Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  Faruagcpt, 

Comdg.  WesUrn  GuJJ  Bhckiig.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Report  of  Rmr-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  (he  U»  8, 
steamers  B.  B.  Cuyler  and  Oneida. 

No.  28.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Nnr  OrleaiiR,  Jiinufiry  ^(i,  tfi63. 
Sm:  We  are  still  anxiously  awaiting  tidinp^  fnim  the  R.  R.  Cuyler 
and  On^iiiu,  neither  of  wliioh  vessels  ha.s  as  yet  been  heard  from. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farkagltt, 

litar-Admiral. 
Hon.  GiOEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  ]rom  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  eoTwul-ffenertU 
at  Cuba,  recounting  the  disasters  in  the  Oulf. 

Flagship  Haiiti-x>ro, 
New  Orleans.  January  26,  186S. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  tliis  squadron  until  the 
disa.st<^r  at  Galveston,  nhieh  was  the  conimcnceniont  of  our  troubles. 
FitHt  the  Afahama  appears  ofT  that  place;  the  llatiems  is  sent  in  chase 
of  the  strange  sail,  no  one  suspecting  for  an  instant  that  the  Alnhiina 
was  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  the  re^sult  is  that,  Hft-er  lidling  Cap- 
tain Blake  into  a  purtial  security  bv  sayinjf  tliat  he  was  H.  B.  M.  6. 
Spitfire,  as  soon  us  tiie  Ilafteratt's  boat  shoved  off  to  board  him  he 
opened  lire;  hut  the  oflicer  who  wa,s  in  the  boat  says  that  the  fire  was 
instantly  returned,  for  they  suspected  her  of  being  a  rebel,  but  not 
a  vessel  of  war,  and  the  l/(ittera>t  was  sunk,  being  nothing  but  a  ft*U 
iron  shell,  with  her  machinery  all  exposed. 

Next  the  Oreto  runs  out,  only  two  vessels  seeing  her,  although  they 
were  aU  on  the  Imikout  and  knew  that  she  was  ninning  out.  The 
R.  R.  Cuyler  and  Pembina  gave  chase,  but  Cuyler  outran  tne  Pembina^ 
and  the  fast  the  latter  stiw  of  the  chase  the  Criylej'  was  4  miles  astern 
of  the  Oreto.  both  vessels  cjirrying  all  sail,  bhjwing  a  norther.  What 
the  resxdt  was  God  only  knows,  for  the  Cuyler  is  no  match  for  tb© 
Oreto,  but  if  she  can  ram  her  she  will  cut  her  llu'ough. 

They  now  say  that  the  Harriet  Lane  has  gutten  out  of  Galveston. 
If  tliat  is  true  we  have  now  all  three  ijf  tlie  rebel  privateei-s  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  if  Wilkes'  s(|uadroii  wouKI  come  down  between 
Tortugas  and  Yucatan  and  then  in  the  track  of  vessels  bound  for  the 
South  West  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  they  would  be  very  likely  to  fall 
in  with  them. 
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Please  give  this  information  to  any  of  the  vessels  of  war  you  may 
have  tliP  opportunity  of  comniunioatinR  with.  I  sent  the  earliest 
information  in  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey. 

We  think  the  Alahama  is  on  the  lookout  for  coal  and  has  heen  seen 
off  the  Mississippi  recently. 
Verj'  tnily,  youre, 

D.  G.  FARRAOtrr, 
RtQT-Admirul,  Commanding. 
Robert  W.  SnrFELiir,  Esq., 

Ct/mtuI-General  oj  the  United  Slates,  Island  of  Cuba, 


Report  oJ  Commodore  Bell,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regardiiig  the  inlerrupdon  oj 

Vie  blockade. 

IJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Buooklyn, 

Off  (fohrstoii,  Jaiiuanj  2fi,  ISSS. 

Sib:  The  Kemnngton  reappenn»(l  this  intirninp,  and  I  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunily  to  send  you  a  <lu}>li(:ate  of  my  not  ce  uf  the  con- 
tinuntion  of  the  blockade. 

It  .should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Owasco  and  Snch^m  left  here 
on  the  1st  at  9  p.  m.,  and  I  arrived  on  the  7th  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
muking  an  hiatus  of  six  days  in  the  blockade.  Tliis  was  an  interrup- 
tion, and  how  far  it  was  broken  in  a  lejjal  sense,  and  the  action  which 
is  retjuii-eil  for  Its  complete  restoration  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  govern- 
mcnls  remains  to  i>c  well  considered,  and  you  will  doubtless  take  the 
necessan,^  measures  in  the  premises. 

Yest«rdav.  the  25th  instant,  I  had  an  opportunitv  to  send  my 
notice  of  blm-kHdc  U)  (he  French,  Spftiiisli,  and  British  consuls,  and 
also  delivered  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Ca])tain  Hewett,  of  il.  B.  M.  S. 
Rifiafdo,  and  fi)i*warded  (through  the  kiiithu-ss  of  tiiat  oflicer)  a  copy 
to  Mr,  Shufeidt,  U,  S.  consul-general  at  llavana,  whither  he  was 
bound. 

The  Tennessee  left  here  at  1  a.  \\\.  to-day  fur  New  Orleans  with 
letters  for  you,  touching  on  the  way  at  Sabine  Pass  for  information. 

I  omitted  to  call  Vour  attention  to  Acting  Master  Ohilds'  account 
of  liis  rencontre  with  the  Mormwj  Light  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  22d  instant, 
when  he  ascertained  that  she  was  in  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
"nobodv  on  board." 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bf.u.. 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  G.  FAitKAonT, 

Conulg.  Western  GuJj  Ulekdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans^  Im. 


Order  oj  Renr-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  BeUf  U.  S. 
Nai^t  proposing  an  attack  jor  the  retaking  oj  Galveston. 

Fij^osniP  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  January  20,  1863. 
Dear  Commodore;  1  received  your  dispatches  by  the  trader,  Mr. 
Wilder.     He  informed  me  that  he  thought  that  the  Harriet  Lane  was 
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not  in  Gatveslon,  and  titat  sho  had  run  out  during  llie  gale  of  ttie  l2tb 
and  nth,  but  a^  you  s&id  nuthiii};  about  it  I  suppose  it  id  not  so.  \ 
now,  ufltT  j^fHt  fffort.  Sfrul  yuii  Ihe  sixtli  i;iinbunt.  I  iiupe  you  will 
find  thi^  foive  suUiciont  to  iiiiiko  the  iittucK.  but  if  you  dn  not  tliink 
it  snfc  tti  do  sti,  leave  three  gun]>ontH  to  blockade  ami  lotik  at  the 
other  ports,  Sabine  Vans,  ^bltaKo^da,  and  Kio  Grande,  and  return 
here.  Look  out  for  the  AlalHinia.  She  has  been  seen  off  the  Soutli 
West  Pass,  they  think,  as  late  as  the  23d.  It  may  be  a  mistake. 
We  hear  nothint;  of  the  Orrto  yet,  or  the  Oiieida.  Direct  the  gun- 
boats to  keep  two  or  three  in  company  if  possible.  Then  they  could 
surely  be  a  match  for  the  Alabama.  But  1  sliall  want  you  atui  the 
three  boats  liere  iii  ten  days  if  we  make  an  attack  on  Port  Hudson; 
but  1  fear  we  sliall  do  notluug.  Still,  1  see  the  people  are  saying  that 
furra^t's  fleet  is  detaiiung  the  army.  But  1  wrote  woixl  to  the 
Department  that  I  have  been  ready  for  atij'lhing  the  last  three 
months.  I  can  not  send  you  any  sluillow-draft  boat.  Tlie  Sochcin 
will  not  be  ready  for  two  or  three  weeks.     Wishing  you  every  success, 

1  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear-Admxrai. 
Commodoi-e  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commandinff  on  the  Coast  of  Texas. 

»P.  S. — We  arc  anxiously  looking  for  tlie  Kensington  and  Tennessee 
for  fear  of  the  Alabama. 

D.  G.  K. 


Letter  from  liear-Admirai  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  /lW(^n, 
(/,  S.  Navy  reporting  the  destruction  nf  ilie  U .  S.  ship  Momituj 
Light. 

F[^oauiP  Hartford, 
Nfw  Orlftius,  January  27,  IS6S. 
Dear  Captain:  T  have  just  receivetl  a  disnatch  that  the  Morning 
Light,  off  Sabine  Piuss,  has  been  captured  ana  destroyed  by  tlic  rebel 
guidjoats.  There  will  be  no  end  to  this  Galvcjiton  success  until  we 
make  a  clean  destruction  of  one  of  their  vessels.  They  c^me  out,  as 
at  (Jalveston,  with  two  cott^m-packod  steamers,  in  a  cahn,  and  1  sup- 

Iiose  ran  ahead  of  the  Morning  Light  and  l«iarded  her  and  set  fire  to 
ler  and  took  the  schooner,  her  lender.  They  are  growing  bold.  I 
tliink  your  howit/ers  in  the  lops  woidd  be  a  line  tiling  for  such  fel- 
lows us  they  approach.  1  hope  that  our  liist  succc;»s  will  be  a  total 
destruction  of  some  of  them.  \ow  wo  are  obliged  to  blockade  Sabine 
Pass  with  gunboats,  and  ihey  will  attaek  them  sotni,  but  I  h<t|>e  they 
will  do  their  duty.  I  have  nolliing  but  disaster  to  write  the  Secre- 
tary* of  the  Navy. 

I  can  hear  nothing  from  General  Banks  yet.  He  has  his  artillery — 
I  believe  |it]  is  all  here  now  but  he  says  notiiitig  of  a  move  up  or 
down. 

Were  it  not  for  the  bad  weather  I  would  like  to  go  down  to  Texas. 
I  can  not  get  vessels  to  Bell  as  fast  as  he  requires  tlieui,  in  consequence 
of  these  tlisusters. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  noniination  for  captain. 

•  *  «  *  4  *  * 
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T  deeply  iwret  tlmt  our  forces  have  met  such  a  sicnal  defeat  at 
Vickshui't;.  Porter,  I  fear,  will  have  to  take  some  of  the  bad  results, 
altlmiii;h  he  does  not  tippeur  to  have  heeii  tin  the  .spot.  Imt  attending 
to  some  wiirk  higher  up  the  river.  BiU  they  did  u  p»od  w<irk  up 
the  Arkaiistus  in  the  rai)turc  of  the  post  [Arkansas  Post]. 

I  Hent  Itoe  home  and  told  the  Department  he  was  broken  down. 
Youth,  truly, 

D.  G,  F'akhaout. 
[Commander  Jaues  Alden.] 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farraffut,  V.  S.  Navij,  to  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  vessel  for  Lake  PonUhartrain. 

Ki.AGsnir  HAUTKr)ui), 
O^  New  Orhann,  Januanj  27,  [IS63]. 
Sir:  T  hope  the  Kirmman  is  repaired  and  ready  to  proceed  round 
into  Lake  Pontehartrain  as  soon  as  the  weather  clears  off.  We  have 
no  vp.s.Hel  tliere  at  present,  and  1  have  no  doubt  hut  that  the  enemy 
and  dimifTected  are  carrying  on  a  large  busincs»  m  the  lake.  Let  mo 
hear  from  you. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Fakraout. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  C(x>ke, 

Commaiuling  U.  S.  Naval  ForceSf  Berwick  Bay. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farrn/fut,  V .  S.  Nairtf,  to  Commodore  Smith, 
U.  S.  Nax*if,  re^ardin^  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  I'enmcola 
TUtvij  yard. 

Flagsuu'  Habtfohu, 
Nevj  OHeam,  January  27,  1863, 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  lett^er  in  reference  to  the  proximity  of 
the  rebels,  but  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  of  their  uttncKing 
the  yard  as  Io"n^  as  our  vessels  are  disposed  of  so  as  to  cut  off  their 
retreat  should  they  by  any  accident  get  across  the  bayou.  I  would 
reciunniejul  3'oii  t^)  place  X\\iii  shotguns  at  each  j;aU^  have  your  amnui- 
nition  fixed,  so  as  to  load  with  great  raj)idity.  With  the  guns  on  a 
level  and  nipid  loading  and  firing  it  does  not  .s<'em  to  rne  i)ossihle  for 
them  t»j  storm  tliu  yam  witli  any  immber  of  men  without  the  aid  of 
ailillery,  and  as  the  yard  is  enfiladed  by  tlie  vessels  1  can  but  think 

Lit  safe.  I  can'not  possibly  senil  you  a  steunier.  On  the  contrary.  1 
require!  three  tunes  as  many  as  I  have.  I  have  ju.st  despatched  the 
sixth  gunboat  U»  Commodore  Bell  for  operations  at  tJalveston,  wliicli 
leaves  me  with  but  three  in  the  river.  1  have  two  or  three  repairing 
all  ihi"  time.  These  shallow  bayous  and  Lake  Fontchartrain  take  all 
my  light-draft  vessels. 
I  wish  ycm  wuuld  furm  a  boaitl,  as  1  wrote  you  before,  as  soon  as 
possible,  with  an  army  and  two  navj-  ofliuers,  to  decide  the  case  of 
the  steamer  captured  up  the  sound,  luscertain  by  whoui  the  ca]>ture 
was  made,  an<l  have  her  delivered  over  to  the  iiarttes  to  whom  she 
belongs.  If  to  us,  she  would  be  very  useful  up  tlic  .sound  to  Mr.  Bni- 
ner.  By  havim;  some  shields  t(»  prt>te(;1  the  men  from  mu.sketry  she 
could  run  up  the  river  aud  destroy  the  salt  works  and  protect  the 
r 
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I  send  over  to  you  Mr.  Cosgrove,  an  excellent  blutkamilh,  who  is 
anxioiisi  to  got  work  in  the  yan\.  1  know  you  are  much  in  want  of 
one.  I  will  send  the  galley  For  tlie  Havhel  Seaman  hv  ihe  iirst  tippor- 
twnity;  also  all  the  nrticfos  you  required.  They  did  not  iind  the 
palt«'rns,  or  the  wheels  wttuld  liave  !>eeu  went  long  aiuce.  1  have  pur- 
chased glass,  which  I  send  you. 

It  is  not  usual  f»r  an  enemy  to  make  known  his  whereabouts  by 
boating  the  long  roll,  vU\,  when  he  wishes  to  make  an  attaek,  there- 
fore I  think  it  was  done  as  an  annoj'anec  to  keep  your  people  uneasy. 
You  almost  always  have  a  steamer  in  for  coal  or  repairs.  The  loss 
of  Galveston  and  presence  in  the  (Julf  of  the  HiH)  and  Ortto  all  con- 
tribute to  reduce  our  forces  unil  call  for  greater  vigilance  on  tlie 
coast.  I  have  written  for  more  force,  ana  hope  soon  to  have  an 
increase. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAotrr, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding, 
Commodore  Wm.  Smith. 

Commandtr  Nai^ai  i^Uition,  Penmcttla. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farra^t,  U,  S.  Nam/,  regarding  the  equipping 
aiul  manning  of  vessels  of  V)ar. 

No.  30.]  KLAGanip  Hartford, 

New  OrUans,  January  :^ii,  1868. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  the  Department  upon  two 
subjects  in  relation  lit  tlie  equipment  and  manning  of  om*  vessels 
of  war. 

The  first  is  upon  the  necessity  of  preparing  all  our  small  vessels 
inten<led  for  operations  in  the  bays  and  rivers  of  the  Southern  coast 
with  protection  against  the  umsketry  of  the  enemy,  who.  liuiuf^  the 
banks  concealed  from  view,  suddenly  appear,  and  often  by  u  single 
volley  kill  and  wound  nmny  of  our  ofliccrM  and  men.  Thc«e  v(rssels 
should  also  be  provided  with  boarding  nettings,  which  most  of  those 
here  have. 

The  principal  subject,  however,  and  the  one  on  which  I  lay  the 
greatest  stress,  is  the  want  of  officers.  Durine  the  war  of  ISU  I  fre- 
quently heard  some  of  the  most  intelligent  iJriliyh  oin<ers  way  that 
our  great  success  in  the  encounters  between  tlie  smaller  vessels  was 
owing  to  the  great  number  of  oflicei's  we  had  in  oiir  vessels  and  the 
small  number  they  had  in  theirs.  They  seldom  had  more  than  ihn* 
or  four,  and  when  those  wen*  kiUe<l  or  wounded  the  men  had  no  one 
to  lead  them. 

This  was  the  case  recently  in  the  affair  of  the  Harriet  Lane.  It  is 
stated  that  she  was  surrenderetl  by  a  ma.ster'a  mate,  and  perhaps  the 
same  wtis  the  case  of  the  Uatteras.  I  liave  tliought  much  on  this 
subject  and  it  hatj  given  nu*  great  anxiet}'  at  times.  Some  of  our 
vessels  have  only  one  tjflicer,  until  1  make  a  nuisler's  mate  or  take 
him  from  another  vcs.scl.  The  Vorypheus  in  the  action  at  (lalveston 
had  but  one  oflicer,  her  commander,  Acting  Master  [A.  T.]  Spear, 
and  had  he  been  Icilled  the  j>robabilitv  in  that  the  vessel  woulil  nave 
been  lost.     Several  others  of  the  small  vessels  are  in  the  same  situa- 
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tion  from  vftrioiis  causes.     As  1  find  men  capable,  however,  I  prt>- 
motc  them.     Still  Uiei*c  is  a  great  dolirifm  y  in  odirers. 

1  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeiilfully,  your  obpdipiit  servant, 

D.  G.  KAttHAorT, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon,  GiDKoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nat^y,  Wa^hin^on,  D.  C. 


Letter  frvm  Commodore  Bdl,  U.  S.  Navy,  lo  consular  officer  at  Galventon, 
rejus'my  perminnon  to  carry  provi»io7iJi  into  tha4  pfacf  for  uite  of 
foreign  residents. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  January  28,  tS63. 
Sih:  I  had  the  honor  to-day  of  receiving?  your  two  dispatches  of 
the  26th  instant,  one  of  them  proposing  t-o  me  to  allow  a  vessel  loaded 
with  provisions  to  pass  iJito  the  port  of  Galveston  for  the  exclusive 
use  01  foreign  residenti*  there,  whom  you  represent  t*»  be  in  a  state  of 
famine. 

I  can  onlj-  st.ate  in  reply  thereto  that  the  privilege  which  you  sug- 
gest being  inconsistent  with  the  blockade  instituted,  the  stringency 
of  that  blockade  can  not  be  diminished  by  me  for  that  or  any  other 
object. 

I  have  the  boDor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  V"ur  obedient  servant, 

'    "     H.  H.  Bkli., 

Oommodore-. 
Monsieur  B.  ThAron, 

Consular  Agent  of  France  and  Vice-Consul  of  Spain 

ai  Oalwaton,  Tez. 


KxpediHon*  to  Jndinn  ViiUige,  La.,  January  3SSt,  l^S. 

L*ttor  of  oommeDdatioo  from   Rear-Admiral  Ftrragot,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Iuiiit«aa0t-Com- 

aander  Hart,  U.  8.  Net^. 

New  Orleans,  Fffbruanj  S5. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  recei|)t  of  your  commu- 
nication |  of  tne  2d  instant  relative  to  rout  of  the  rebel  guerrillas  in 
the  vicinity'  of  Indian  Village. 

I  am  very  much  grntifiea  at  the  result  of  Mr.  Harcourt's  expedi- 
tion and  herewith  en<'lnse  Ids  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  ensi^. 
It  has  given  me  much  pleasure  to  be  informea  of  the  good  behavior 
of  the  men  composing  tne  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  O.  FARRAOlfT, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 

Lieut^nanK'ommander  John  E   Hart, 

('ommnndiny  If.  S.  S.  Alhatross. 

*Sm  Anay  Ww  Heoords,  Vol.  XV,  fur  report  of  anny  operations, 
t^ot  roimd. 
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AbBtrul  lo^  of  U.  B.  8.  AlbatrtNii,  LleiiUitiant-CommandBr  Hart,  V.  8.  Umiy. 

Januanj  31 ,  1863. — At  1  p.  lu.  scut  lirst  cutter  duii  launch  ashore. 
Aiichorod  off  the  town  of  Pla(|uemino.  At.  1 :30  Mr.  Harcburt  and  13 
men  returne*!  from  a  successful  expedition  to  Indian  Village. 


Order  oj  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Uemt,  V.  8.  Navyt 
regarding  the  sending  of  the  U.  o.  S.  Kninhdin  to  Sahinr  Pans. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Bkooklyn, 

Off  (kihYHton,  Janu/mj  29,  186S. 

Sir:  1  wend  you  tlie  fCattihdin  for  two  days.  An  increa^^e  of  farce 
there  for  a  short  time  will  have  n  wholesome  ofTect  upon  the  assuranec 
of  the  rebels. 

Send  her  hack  by  night  at  the  end  of  that  time  and  let  me  know  the 
state  of  t}iin|^,s  there. 

ho  sparing  of  coal.  Mo  more  is  on  hand,  and  I  do  not  know  when  it 
will  pome. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 
Commander  Abneu  Keau, 

Commanding  U.  S.  (runhuot  New  lAtndon,  SaMne  Pa<*,  Tex. 


Order  oj  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bead.,  U.  8.  NavVf 
to  denuiml  proper  treatment  for  Pilot  Taylor,  cfiptured  on  tfte  (J.  S. 
schooner  Velocity. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gtthrfitoti,  Jamuinj  29,  ISOS. 

SiRt  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Jnnies  Taylor,  a  Te,xas 
refugee,  waa  on  board  the  schooner  Veloeity  at  the  time  of  her  capture 
on  tlie  21st  itistant.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  regularly  (entered  pilot  on 
board  the  schivoncr  Baehel  Seaman.  He  has  been  serving  several 
months  in  tliat.  capacity.  lie  was  so  perfectly  recognized  as  one  of 
the  odieers  of  that  vessel  that  he  was  sent  to  Key  West  as  prize  master 
in  the  month  of  October. 

He  is  therefore  entitled  to  protection  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  you 
will  please  send  a  letter  under  a  ilag  of  truce  to  the  commanding 
officer  ashore  at  Sabuie  Pass,  stating  the  fact  of  Ids  liavmg  been  regu- 
larly entered  on  the  rolls  of  the  schtHiner  ftarkel  Se.ama:n  for  several 
mouttis  piLst  as  pilot,  and  that  you  claim  for  him  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  the  treatment  that  is  due  to  a 
prisoner  of  war, 

Mr.  Taylor's  family  reside  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  Mr.  Taylor  himself 
is  very  obnoxious  to  the  citizens  there. 

Send  in  your  boat  io  about  gunshot  range  or  nearer,  exhibiting  a 

flag  iai^e  eivough  lo  he  seen,  anti  dt)  not  let  them  come  under  ling  of 

truce  reconnoiterinpyou  nearer  than  the  range  of  ^our  guns.    Appoint 

a  place  of  meeting  if  you  can. 

Very  respectfully', 

H.  H.  Bkll, 

Commodore, 

Commander  Abnkr  Head, 

Vommamliny  U .  S.  Gunboat  Neio  London,  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 
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Letter  from  Rear- Ail ininil  Famumi,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Baihy,  rt'^rtlirtg  a  sxtsprctfd  steamer. 

Flaoshu'  Harti-*ord, 
Nnt}  Orlrum,  Jnnunry  -^9,  ISSS. 
Sm;  On  llu*  lOili  instant  ii  two-inu.strd  iron  sl^Htiincr,  wulkin^  lieiini 
eiie^ne,  wiii>  seon  uhoiit  1.5  milo.s  rmiii  Tampti  Huy.  running  in.     She 
~^oistefl  robel  colora. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Actifig  Ketir- Admiral  Thkii.  Bau.by, 

Copxinanding  Eastern  (hilj  Biochading  Squadron. 


Ord^r  of  Rmr-Admiml  Farra^t,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commaniier  Gibson, 
U.  S.  Navu,  to  Krnd  the  U .  S.  hark  W.  (J.  Aiidf^raon  to  relieve  the  U .  S. 
schooner  Kittatinny  at  Galveston. 

Fi^oaiiip  Hahtf'ord, 
Nnv  Orleam.  January  i2f),  IH6S. 
Silt:  You  will  ri(tiipI('Io  a  tTow  fivnn  tlie  l^ototunc  or  Colorado,  if  at 
Pensacola,  for  the  hark  W .  G.  Antiernon  and  (ird*'r  her  tn  proceed  with 
all  nossihlo  dispatrh  to  (nilveaton,  Tex.,  to  report  to  C!ommodore 
11.  II.  BpII  hm  a  relief  tu  the  Kitlatinny. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farra«ut, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commfinding. 
Commander  A.  Gibson, 

Senior  Nafol  O^i'er  Afioai,  PensacoUt. 


Letter  from  Henr- Admiral  Farraffut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bed, 
U.  S.  Navy,  rejerrina  to  the  ttiovements  of  the  290  {C.  S.  S.  Alabama) 
and  Oreto  {C.  S.  S.  Florida). 

Sezniofncial.]  FhAosnip  IIarti-^>ru, 

•  New  Orkans,  January  SO,  18SS, 
My  Dear  Commoik>rk:  I  have  i*eceived  all  your  dispatches  by  the 
Tennessee  and  Kensin^on.  I  am  truly  delighted  to  find  that  the 
Harriet  Lane  has  not  gotten  out.  but  on  the  contrary  she  can  not  now 
eet  out  until  they  have  another  tide  a.s  high  as  the  one  which  carried 
her  over  the  banks.  The  defense  of  the  Morning  Light  must  have 
been  as  feeble  as  that  of  the  Lane,  as  T  understand  from  a  man  who 
had  it  from  one  of  the  men  who  took  her  that  there  was  but  1  man 
killed  and  3  or  4  wounded,  and  only  1  killed  on  boanl  the  steamers. 
They  say  the  schooner  made  a  better  fight  than  the  ship.  I  fully 
ai>pnH-iate  your  situation.  Your  ordy  chance  was  on  the  1  It.h,  before 
the  lo.ss  of  the  Hntteratt.  I  do  not  k'now  that  you  had  force  enough 
then,  but  1  feel  satisfied  that  you  have  not  ha<l  since  then,  if  the  state- 
ments of  their  <Iefenscs  are  (me,  as  made  by  the  officers  and  citizens. 
You  also  appear  to  think  the  thing  out  of  (he  question  for  the  small 
vessels  to  go  in  now  I  think,  however,  that  aland  force  would  bag 
the  whole  party  b}'  takiTig  them  in  the  rear.  Ix)ok  at  the  beach  well 
and  see  if  there  is  not  a  good  place  for  landing  2  or  3  illU^  W  the 
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southward  and  westward  of  the  town;  hut  I  see  no  chuiioe  jttHt  yet  of 
tlu^  Army  niukiiig  tin  attack  in  that  quarter,  l>ut  it  is  well  t«  Ire  posted 
ready  for  the  work  when  it  is  to  be  done.  There  Is  now  no  dount  tliat 
the  Orefi)  got  iiit<»  Havana.  How  slie  e,sca]»ed  from  tlie  Cuyler  we 
know  not,  out  suppose  if  she  had  had  a  figlit  with  her  we  should  have 
heard  of  it,  as  (hey  would  certainly  have  mentioned  it  in  Havana. 
Tlie  Oneida  and  San  Jacinto  are  afl^r  lier.  They  nay  now  that  there 
is  another  punhoat  of  the  rebels  in  the  Gulf,  the  RHrihuHon,  Captain 
A.  P.  Jones.  She  is  a  three-mttst«i  schooner,  not  a  steamer;  4  guns. 
As  to  your  note  in  relation  to  your  prize  money,  I  see  no  objection  to 
your  presenting:  your  claims  to  tlie  Goveniment ;  for,  as  you  say,  they 
do  not  interfere  with  mine,  and  if  they  did  I  assure  you  it  would  make 
no  difference  in  my  feelinp  toward  you.  "Mine  eye  is  not  evil," 
because  3'ou  pet  your  just  dues.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  always  give 
nu*  j^rcut  [)!easure  to  see  yon  rewardc*^!  for  your  exertions.  1  have 
already  received  more  than  I  ever  expected  by  ray  promotion,  and 
am  content  so  long  as  they  will  allow  me  to  retain  it  with  honor. 

Very  truly  your  fnend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Faukaciut, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Officer  on  die  Coast  of  Texan. 

Ffbrwtrif  4,  /<W.5. — We  now  have  certain  intellipcnce  of  the  '^90  and 
Onto  being  in  Kingston,  and  tlie  latter  in  the  old  Bahama  Channel, 
and  all  of  the  Wilkes  ves.sels  and  thvOtnida  and  Cvyler&rQ  after  them, 
80  that  you  need  have  no  apprelieiisinn  of  them  <lown  on  tins  coast. 
We  will  want  you  in  the  Brooklyn  up  here  ils  so4>n  as  |K)ssil>le,  as  I 
shall  have  to  pass  Port  Hudson  for  the  purpose  of  acting  ofrainst  Red 
River  and  such  other  places  as  the  enemy  may  think  of  fortifying 
below  Vicksburg.  Tliey  are  hard  at  work  getting  ready  for  attacking 
the  town.  They  have  taken  some  of  their  boats  and  are  owning  the 
canal  for  the  boats  to  get  through.  The  scliooner  Itrtrihuthm  vr&a 
last  sven  at  St.  Thomas,  and  the  gimboat-s  are  also  in  jiursuit  of  her.  I 
trust  that  we  have  had  a  Uttle  good  luck  by  the  gunboats  at  Kabine 
Puss.  Last  accounts  from  him  he  was  trj'ing  to  get  at  the  cotton 
boats.  I  have  dire<ted  tlie  Jniw^  to  go  down  to  you  again  and  also 
the  Anderson.  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  get  the  guns  ot  the  Morning 
Light,  What  a  pity  the  T^nufHttre  did  not  <rapture  that  vessel,  for  they 
evidently  had  no  men  on  board  wlien  she  spoke  her  that  night.  But 
they  will  try  the  cotton  boats  to  board  our  vessels  now  constantly.  If 
I  could  only  get  the  Esftfx  up  the  Red  River  we  could  break  them  up  in 
this  quarter;1)ut  I  expect  Porter  will  be  down  soon,  if  he  is  not  already. 
He  has  H  gunboats  with  him.  but  I  must  make  a  move  against  them 
also,  80  that  as  soon  as  you  arrive  we  will  go  at  it  if  I  do  not  before. 
You  will  leave  the  senior  officer  in  command  on  the  coast  of  Texas 
until  your  return.  I  think  there  is  .sufficient  force  tliere  to  keep  up 
the  blockade.  But  if  you  think  not,  that  is.  if  there  are  any  prepara- 
tions that  you  think  w^ould  be  too  strong  for  the  gunboats  you  would 
have  to  leave,  don't  you  come,  but  sena  me  word,  and  I  will  go  with 
what  1  have. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

P,  Q,  FAKitAoirr, 

Iic<ir- Admiral, 
Commodore  Belu 
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Ordfr  of  Hear- Admiral  Fnrragtit,  V.  S.  Napy,  to  Adiitg  Voiunteer 
Lieutenant  Hooper,  U.  S.  Na\yy,  commanding  U.  8.  schooner  Rachel 
Heaman. 

U.  S.  Ki-AO.siiii'  iIartfokd, 

New  OrUanftf  January  30,  1S63. 
Sib;  As  soon  as  the  necessan*  i"cpftins  Ui  tho  Haehel  Seaman  are 
completed  you  will  return  to  the  const  of  Texas  and  report  your 
yemel  to  CommoHorr  UpW.  or  the  senior  officer  on  llie  toast. 

You  will  avail  youreelf  of  tlie  lir>;t  opportunity  after  vour  return 
to  endeavor  to  get  the  guns  from  the  wreck  of  the  Morning  Light  off 
Sabine  Puss. 

Verj'  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fakhaout, 

Rear-Adtnind. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Ootnfnanding  Hackel  Seaman,  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Commodore  ilitdtcock,  V ,  S.  Navif,  reaarding  the  movements 
of  suspected  vessels  off  Mobue. 

U.  8.  S.  SusgiTIILANNA, 
Off  Afohilf,  Jannanj  30,  1863. 

Sir:  On  tho  evening  of  the  'JOth  instant,  ahout  9  p.  ni.,  during  a 
norther,  a  schooner  attempted  to  run  out.  was  lired  at  hy  the  Kennebec 
(stationed  inshore  to  the  northward  and  eastward)  and  returned 
into  the  bay.  The  next  morning  a  steamer  (supposed  to  be  the 
Matagorda)  was  seen  on  sliore  ahout  half  a  mile  south  of  Fort  Morgan 
on  the  shoal  in  the  Swash  Channel  marked  on  the  chart  SJ  and  6 
feet.  I  went  on  hoard  the  Kanawha  and  toiik  her  hearings  to  see 
if  we  could  get  nt  her.  hut  c<mcluded  that  under  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  blocka<iing  fnne  it  was  not  best  to  4I0  so.  They  lightened 
her,  and  on  the  29th  she  returned  into  port.  1  hare  no  doubt  that 
the  schooner  was  intended  to  take  our  vessels  off,  so  as  to  enable 
the  steamer  to  get  out. 

We  ven'  much  want  more  and  faster  vessels  here.  We  average 
two  vessels  under  repairs  all  the  time. 

I  enclose  a  certificate  of  active  <luty  perfonned  by  Acting  Ensign 
L.  S.  Fickett,  for  pav,  if  you  please  to  order  it. 

We  arc  very  much  in  want  of  upyglai»ses,  or  glasses  of  any  kind 
that  are  good. 

Commodore  Smith  writes  me  the  statrk  for  the  Tennessee  will  be 
finished  in  ten  days. 

We  will  have  to  return  to  Pensacola  by  the  last  of  February  (if 
we  hold  out  so  long).  Tho  weather  has  oeen  heavy  for  a  crippled 
•hip  like  this. 

1  hope  it  will  be  no  worse.  I  do  not  wiflh  to  complain,  for  things 
are  baa  enough  without  saying  so. 

t  Nothing  of  the  Cuyler  or  Onr'nia. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol«M]ient  servant, 
R.  B.  HiTcnrorK, 
Commodore,  Commnnding  Division  West  Gulf  Squadron, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoitt, 
Commanding  West  OuJf  Blockading  Sqwadron. 
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January  SI, — -I  do  not  think  the  Colorado  can  ha  relied  upon  oh 
a  rnlief  fur  this  ship,  and  it  will  not  do  to  h>nve  the  giintxmUs  with- 
out some  larger  vessel.  You  will  see  by  the  eneloscd  letters  from 
(?aptain  Adams  thiit  the  Jackson  is  broken  down,  and  that  Grant's 
Pa.sB  is  j)rohably  being  opened.  1  have  ordered  the  Mnria  A.  Wootl 
to  come  out  of  "the  sound.  Wo  have  not  vessels  enough  here  to  keep 
one  on  the  lookout  for  her. 

Our  steam  works  may  require  us  to  go  to  Pensaeola  any  <lay. 
Yesterday  our  safety  pipe  burst,  and  hole-s  open  in  our  boiler  daily. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  Natjy,  regardirvf  alUtck  upon  Con- 
Jedf.rate  dejen^is  at  Oahtston. 

U.  8.  Steam  Suh>i'  Bkooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  Januanj  31,  I86S. 
Sir:  On  the  20th.  the  weather  apjiearing  to  }>e  suitable,  I  got  under- 
way with  theguiiboatf^  Scioia,  Oiva-itco,  and  Kdtahdhi,  to  shell  the  bat^ 
'  teries,  upon  \vliieh  I  observed  the  rebels  to  be  at  work.  This  vessel 
stood  itiln  IS  feel,  5,0(1(1  yai-ds  <li.stant ,  aiul  the  gnnhtJulH  into  15  feet. 
AltlH>agh  the  sea  was  quite  snuioth,  it  was  not  smooth  enougli  U>r 
rilie  practice,  and  our  firing  was  not  satisfactory  farther  than  U* 
elucidate  the  fart  tiiat  two  of  their  guns  threw  tlieir  shot  over  and 
beyond  us  [audi  that  a  two-gun  battery  on  the  southwest  of  the  rity 
is  ironclad,  with  port  shutters,  which  were  opened  antl  chtsed  as  thej' 
fired.  It  was  reported  to  nie  two  weeks  ago  that  we  have  hoard 
the  clang  of  railroad  iron  at  night ,  as  if  thrown  from  a  wagon  at  Kort 
Point,  tlie  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  as  Kobsened  them  there 
setting  heavy  pieces  of  timber  in  the  ground,  something  like  a  pftU- 
sade,  I  infer  that  they  have  strengthened  the  battery  the»re  with 
iron  casemates,  like  the  fort  referred  to,  as  that  is  now  their  most 
important  work. 

This  morning  I  can  *>b»prvo  a  railroad  Hat  or  ear  moving  from 
the  city  to  Kort  Point. 

We  are  running  out  of  coal,  and  there  is  no  coal  vesM^l  coiniitg  that 
I  am  aware  of. 

Very  respeetfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Rkli.. 

Commodore. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARtiAfJiT, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Bfnrkading Squadron,  NewOrffajts. 


Bfport  of  Commodore  Bell,  V.  8.  Na\yy,  rxplniniiui  the  necesmtij  for 
retainiruj  the  vessels  on  the  Tej-an  hlocleiuU. 

U.  S.  Steam  Si,(m)p  Brooklyn, 
Off  GahfKton,  January  31,  1S6S. 
Sir:  About   the   lime  of  completing  my   dispatches   to-day   the 
Itasca  arrived  with  orders  from  yourself  for  me  to  leave  three  gun- 
boats here  to  blockade,  anri  thi.':!  ship  and  the  other  gunbi»at«  to  join 
you  at  New  Orleans  within  ten  days. 

As  you  were  evidently  not  apprised  at  the  linu*  of  writing  that 
order,  of  the  capture  of  the  Morning  Light  and  Vetocitg  at  Sabine 
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Pass  by  the  rebels,  and  4>f  similar  rnterprisos  whicli  they  have  in 
viow  alunc  the  cnast  for  tho  purjiDsr  of  rrratinjr  blocking  (fi/hciilties; 
and  that  tim  Harrift  lMn*\  a-sswtril  by  u  few  river  boaU,  could  easily 
capture  or  df'slr4>y  the  ^unboat*i;  and  considering  that  no  part  of 
the  force  whicli  is  now  on  tliis  roast  can  l>e  spiirrd  troin  the  blockade 
without  subjectinp  llie  remaining  part  to  cajWure  and  exposing  the 
ontin^  cnn«t  to  be  opened  to  foreign  trade,  1  deem  it  to  be  ni}-  duty 
to  htdd  on  to  tlie  blockade  of  tltin  cou.st  with  this  ship  and  the  gun* 
boat-s  until  I  sliall  rcrcivo  furtlicr  orders  from  you. 

1  behevc,  admiral,  that  1  timVarrying  tuil  ymir  own  views  in  mak- 
ing the  blockade  certain,  and  that  the  prctteneo  of  this  sliip  is  neces- 
sary. 

1  consider  that  gun1)oats  alone  can  not  attack  the  batteries  here 
in  their  prftsont  statr  4>f  fctrwardness  with  anv  succpss.  * 

There  is  no  coal  vessel,  an<t  wo  are  getting  short  of  fuel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Vtmtmodorf, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  Ci.  Kariiaovt, 

Comdg.  Western  ihdj  Wuekdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Order  of  (-niamtniorf  Bril,  V.  S.  Xaiy,  io  JAfiifrnant-Commandfr 
Lowry,  U.  S.  Nmyy,  commtindimj  U.  S.  S.  Scwta,  to  proceed  on 
special  mission  off  Aransas  and  Matagorda. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  aahrsfon,Januari/  Si,  1863. 
Sir:  Proceed  in   the  Scinfa,  under  your  command,  off  Aransas 
and  Matagorda,  and  conuuunirate  with  the  Arthur  and  Kitfatinmj, 
ascertaining  from   tlieir  ca[)tains  the  number  of  steamers  at  €»aeh 
port,  and  getting  sucli  other  information  h.s  you  can. 

Aft,er  remaining  down  there  for  two  days,  you  will  return  to  your 
station  off  CJalveston.     The  Itasca  will  accompany  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

11.  H.  Bkm,. 

Commodore. 
Lteutenant-Ci>mniander  R.  B.  Lowry, 

CommmiHhuj  V .  S.  (runhont  Sciot/t,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 

P.  S. — Enquire  of  Captain  I^niHon  if  the  enemy  had  at  any  time 
made  any  display  of  attacking  him,  and  at  what  time  he  left,  the 
bli»ckadc  of  Matagorda. 


Report  of  Commodore  BeV,  U.  S.  yapy.  rtgardinff  the  Tnaintenanc^  of 

the  bioekoffe, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltv, 

Off  ffalvesfon,  Jamianj  iil,  IftffS. 
Sir:  T  send  Midsliipman  H.  T.  Grafton  in  rhai^e  of  my  dispatches 
by  the  brigantine  Young  America. 

You  will   please  observe,  by  the  printed  proclamations  which  I 
enclose  herewith,  that  General  Magruder  makes  a  great  point  of  his 
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hinTng  temporarily  raised  the  l)lockade  of  this  port  and  Sabine  Pass; 
that  he  alwi  claitiiH  to  have  driven  off  our  force  from  Lavaca  and 
broken  the  blockade  there;  also  thai  Velosco  is  not  blockachMl. 

You  are  already  in  possession  of  all  the  tacts  connerled  with  iho 
restoration  of  the  blockade  of  this  port  and  Sabine  J'ass  and  know  how 
far  it  is  perfect.  It  is  not  true  that  he  drove  off  the  force  from  Lavaca. 
The  schooner  Kittathiny,  bhM'kadiijg  tliat  port,  a]meared  off  here  on 
the  morning;  of  the  23d,  i)ound  for  Pensa(!ola,  and  I  ordered  her  back 
immediately,  to  resume  the  hlockofie  there  until  she  shall  l)r  relievinj. 
Acting  Master  ((',  W.)  Lainsim,  conifiiaiuhnjij,  informed  me  ibat  there 
was  only  one  st<eamhoal  in  tliose  waters  -an  old  iron  boat. 

The  port  of  Velasco  is  U)  miles  distant  from  this  and  is  not  block- 
aded, as  the  prodacnatiiMi  states,  on  account  of  a  want  of  vcasels,  tho 
Arthur  heiutj  on  duty  off  Aransas. 

Lieutenant-Conimander  Head  havint;  report-isl  .six  steamers  to  bo 
in  preparation  at  Sabine  Pass  to  attack  him,  I  situt  the  KafafuHn  to 
him  on  the  2iHh  for  two  or  three  days.  The  Nnv  lAnidftn  and  ( 'ayuga 
should  sustain  tlie  attack  of  any  force  which  the  enemy  coidd  send 
out  from  Sabine- 

The  traiivactions  on  this  coast  since  the  1st  instant  make  it  appar- 
ent that  sailing  vessels  ulone  can  not  maintain  their  position  off  a 
bhxtkaHed  port  having  steamers.  Thcv  may  .serve  for  cniising  off 
the  coast  after  sailing  vessels  running  t^ie  blockade,  hut  lying  to  an 
anchor  off  a  port  only  subjects  them  to  capture.  Therefore,  tho  block- 
ade of  these  port-s  can  be  made  effective  by  steamers  only;  in  fact, 
we  can  make  no  show  without  them. 

Very  rc«pcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IL  II.  Bell. 

Cfmimodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comdg.  Western  Guff  BJckdg.  Squadron,  New  OHeans,  La. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farmmt,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  ves-  i 
sets  under  his  mmnuind. 

No.  37.]  Flagship  Habtford, 

Neiv  Orfeann.  Felirmiry  t,  186S. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  herewHth  to  enclvise  a  list  of  the  vessels  of 
thi.s  .squadron  for  the  month  ending  yesterday,  their  p'resent  stations, 
etc. 

The  Department  will  perceive  that  I  am  now  deficient  of  my  former 
force,  the  Mont</omery,  IlalUrtis.  Wtntftld,  Unrrirt  Imhc,  Morning 
Light,  and  schooner  Velocity,  also  the  H.  R.  Cuyler  and  Oneida,  absent 
in  pursuit  of  rebel  cruisers. 

This  causes  me  to  withdraw  five  gunboats)  from  the  river  for  tho 
blockade  at  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass,  and  compels  ine  to  keep  the 
Suftqtifhttnna  on  the  blockade,  as  well  a.s  the  lirooktyn.  I  hope  the 
Department  will  supply  the  deficiencies  of  vessels  in  this  squadron 
as  soon  as  possible.  All  of  wliich  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  ser^'ant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  Navy. 


D.  G.  FAUKACiUT, 

Rear-AdmiToL 
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IKnrkMUK.j 
Statiatui  aj  tyiMfiM  atlarittji  to  tiie  Wr*ten\  (lulf  Wortiulintf  Squmiron,  February  /,  IftGS. 


Name  of  v««el. 


NftOM  ot  coninandpr 


SUUtm  flt  t««hI 


F1agxhl|>  H«rtfur<l 

^Ii-arri  Mloop  Pi-iiwniila 
Strain  nloop  ltr>>i>klvii 

tilciuii  itliHiji  m  Uiiluljifik  .   . 


Ktnuii  HhKi|i  Onfiilii 

SkK>|>  I'orLnniiiiitti 

FligKtr-  I'ltlidiini' 

BtounMl>H>[>  Itnhmoml 

SUtuiipr  K    K  Cuylar 

BtorMhl[i  Sii|iply 

IruQt-ln'I  K»M-x . « 

<iiint>i>(it  Kaoawtib. ... 

CuiitfiiHt  Now  l-mtdun 

(iunhnjit  Kil)i'i> —  .. 

Cuiibmit  I'riiitilna 

Blixip  Vlitornnrx 

tiuntKiiit  S<'li>iA ......... 

(lullhlMt  <'ll>11|{ll 

mi*Aiui.T  riiflon 

(lui)b(oil  Ani>>ftl<Ml[ 

OunbuiiL  .\lliatn<9(8 

OuiilHiitl  t'lM-nhnnUu 

ItUIkbtMIt   Kt^illll'tlOL'  ...-.  ... 

Utiitbnut  tlMKCii ,,. 

I  Ciuiibuiit  KaCaAiUn 

Ounbont  Owiuon 

I  OuiibtmL  Winona 

I  Oiinl>out  PtnoU 

hBtcatucrJ.  P.  Jsvluon 

l^BtUtlMT  Kolrrlbt         .... 

■'BlMliHT  KniMiriKtoii 

IftchOOIliT  Hiti'liri  .Smiiiuri. 

Sloiv«hl|>  HcUef 

tM'bfioniT  lltmry  JiuwB 

Uurii  .irthur 

Sbwnier  Kltumiui 

Bt4»tner  BariuUirlA 

BrifrBohlo... 

BcbooiMT John  Uriflllh... 

Schooner  rhurlott«   .    . 


BcboonnrSarnh  Bnwn 

BctMcituir  MMm  A.  Wood . . 

SUkincr  Tifnii«<««* 

Hark  W.  O.  Aiid«»oa 


Bcboaiwr  Oliver  U.  Loe... 

Steuner  Dlaiu 

Bkric  llmiiEhtun 

BftrkentlDC  Hofwv  BpmI*. 

9  tftOKMllb  Nl|^Uufpil« 

f  BtDrMliQ>  Psmperu 

8l«uiiii«<r  Sui^Im-'iii 

Sl<-iLiiif  r  tulhfniii 

fk-li"'-iniT  Kil  111  tinny 

BU»n>  \»i  rk  K  iihn 

Btiirmliip  Ffnmot 

BIovp  t'lvlih" 

,  Yftcnt  CorT|>l«'vi* 

\  floboonpr  hn  ni  i  louiton. . . 
.BrfgSck  K'iKni 

BL'biMiner  UrretUi... 


t'apbiinJ.  8.  I'Alnwr 

4'omiiiiHli>iv  (I    W    Murrlfi 
C*«iiiimiKlijrt>  II    1]    l(«-fl.   .                      .       . 
('•)mmi>>li>n>  R    \K   Mtli-lifiMk . 
('MiiUtinU   Miuttli 

CupUln  R    F   Umiinl 

CtimiiuuiilcT  8  SwaTtwout ... 

('umiiuui(li>r  A   <iJb«Aii ».... 

ConiinHtKlcr  J  oa.  K  Idm 

Cumiiiiuider  lit-ii    F   Kmniniu 

Comnuuider  nr>n    U    C4>lvncr>rMM« 

('uiunwuidrr  ('   II.  U  raldwetl 

Comnuuidi^r  J    C    Ki*blgpr 

Comtiuuicler  Khmt  lUtttl 

IJcnitflBuit-ComiiiitndorO  II.  UAiiMni.. 
UoutcoBnt-Cnmiiiantlrr  W    U    'l'fiii|>l*'- -  ■ 

LtoutaOMit-('>iinmi*rii]i'r  J    Mit'lltun 

Ll0Ut«MOt-r<iniiiiiiiiil<*r  It  It  Luw  ry  — 
LfmitcBMtt-('oriiiiiDtndi'r1>  A   MrDiTinul 

Linitnuuit-t'tmiiiiauikT  K    L    l.«vr 

LlmitffOAiit'CiiniinAndorM  K   Fr*nlcIUi.. . 

LicutCtUlll'l'umniundrr  J.   K    llarL 

■.Iwitmuat-t'oTDiUMndiT  W  U  ilrnnMc  . . 
LtcuUtiant-i'cmiriiMtideir  Jufaii  H  KiiKmtlj, 
l.li«iiU<nniit-l'oininAnilcr  H  F  It  Ij'wIh.. 
I.lMittmuiK-t'oinmuniliT  V  ('   luliiuioii.. . 

l.litilT4-nMnt'r(inin>jtid<'r  H    Wilxon 

l.iciiUiiutK'CuiiiitiuiidiT  A   W   Wnivrr.., 

l.liivil«'nunt-(.'nmm«nd4'T  J    .SUIIwr<ll 

Liviiututiit  Coiiuunudrr  11.  A    AdBiiia 

Ut'illfniint-romirutn'l^r  A    I'   ('«ok(>,    .    . 

Ai-lK   V*"l    Lieut.  KnrI  I'nxrktT 

Acljt  Vol    l.icdt  <)    A.  HiM.p*r.    .    

Aclg   Vnl    Lieut    II    I>   Miuitoii..   

Ai-lg  Veil    l.k'nt    1.   W    lynnlnKtnii 

ActK   VoL  l.ii-al    T    K-  Wwle 

ActB  Vol    l.lfdt   »i«i    WiEgin 

Aiiliuif  UaadT  F,   K    HlttiicWi.nl 

.\rllng  UiinlcrO    W    [ImwTM. 

.\cUug  UitBtrr  ]l    Brown 

.iciinK  Uiirti«-r  V.    U.  ItnitKir...;.,, 


.IcIinK  Muster  A   ChrintiKn. ..... 

Avtini;  yusU-rS.  C.  Cruvr 

Afttnit  Mustrr  J    H  ChiliJ» 

Acting  Uualcr  N.  IfOylry , 


ArtiuK  lluitU'r  W  thMnx.,.. 
AcUmt  MiiaU'r  K.  K  iSomfuiiD. 
AeUiMt  ManUT  N  (iriktuim. ... 
ArtlnK  Untttir  1)  )>  Ilrtttli... 
AvtliiK  Mavtur  1>  H  Honir... 
Actliifl  U««t<'rni>M    IIuKKtlU. 


Atftlna  MMt^T  A  JrtltnMin .v. 

Ai'tlng  Mwli-rM  Jonliui 

Aotliut  MmIitC    W    l^rnNOia.... 

ArtlliK  Mwtvr  It   V,.  t(« 

AvtinaHMt^rh  ft  Uiimhr 

Ai-tiii«  Mb»Ut  W.  F  8h«nld*Bd.. 

Acting  M»»IJT  .^    T   Spcmr 

ActUilt  Uwiirr  <i    VV    AoihI. ...... 

AtrUnit  Kiulgii  T    ri    Ritkcr 

Actlni!  Ko»iga  K.  (J.  AtUmi 


New  Orkiftiit. 

Do 

(:»u»Htoii.  'W<\. 

.Uublli'  MiHkiidp 

.Smith    Wftil    fftu.   UiMUi* 

Biripl  River 
<'ru[»ii|>  ii(i«r  tirviti. 
C&rroLlUia.  Vm 
FciuurolK  BAy. 
Baton  Rougi> 

t^nitflinif  ill  tMn  li  at  Oroio. 
Prnuirnlu  Itav 
Aliovti  Butun'Kuuira. 
UohiI«>  blDckfldc. 
tiablnff  Faaa. 
Mli»tlM*ii>iil  River. 
U<iLllt>  bttM-kada 
Mhlp  Ulaitil 
rinfvratoti 
.^aliliii'  I'hmm 
MijKliiiupvi  Kivnr. 
U<>l.il<>  hlnrkM.lft 
Mi»Hisoltii>l  Kivrt. 
Molillr  blollCMde. 

]>'• 
flalvii^toii 

IXi 

lUinilaHhiui  Riv«r. 

MoliIlK  Mockailft 

UluiMluLii  Souud. 

BraHtimrClty.  1^. 

Dfa|iaU->i  vvtMtV 

F«nMU'nlB 

Ship  Ithuid, 

New  Orlnans 

AnnnM  Paiw. 

Rriuihnarl^ty,  la 

BulMtne  at  Svw  Orleatw. 

pMiiMO^iia  Uky 

New  Orlran!! 

V.HIH  i'iuui  ftunta  Roiia  !•• 

in  till 

Ni'W  Orlraiu. 
Prtit  Boi«  PaM. 
I>iHpatrb  T«mal 
P«4uarola  Bay,  awalUnK  a 

craw 
Nifw  Orlcaiu 
nmatimr  tity.  La. 
I'finftculu  Bi»y 
Nnw  Orh'anii 
Peniutoola  Hay 
.South    Wf<At    I'aM.  Ulasla- 

«I)i|jI  River 
N(!W  Orl^aiu 
Broahear  l^ty.  I^ 
On  h«r  wny  to  ISmaarola. 
New  Orl«aiU 

Ho 
Fvnaacola  Bay. 
New  Orleana 
Penaaf^ota  Day. 
New  OriraoB 
[>o. 


Report  of  Oomnutdore  Betl,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  commanding  off  Galveston^ 
regarding  thf  dfffnses  of  thai  place. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Brookt.tn, 

Off  Galveston,  February  /,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Hispat^^h  of  the  26th  Januor}  hy  the 
yeattrday.  and  would  state  in  reply  that  the  defenstaj  and  natural 


Itasca        ^^ 
atural        ^H 
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obstacles  of  Gnlvpston  ai-p  too  Mrong  for  the  ^inboatA  lo  ovprrome 
them.  TJicy  Iinvo  six  guns  vUibIc  at  Poliran  Spit,  six  at  Fort  Point, 
where  they  are  tieheved  to  have  iron  casrniute^.  a  *lruug  ca.Mi>niateil 
hftH^ry  at  Old  Hospital,  aud  several  smaller  bultehea  ai  other  f»oints. 
beMdesi  tlieir  Huatiug  derease:§. 

Under  no  cirfiimstaneeH.  in  my  opinion. .fihould  gimboats  drawing 
from  10  feet  to  10  feet  K  inr-hes  attempt  to  enter  the  harlxir  wiliiout 
pitotA  or  ligbl^draft  btiat^  to  assist  them  in  ease  of  groundins;. 

1  am  instructed  by  the  8ante  letter  of  the  JGth  that  if  1  do  not 
think  it  safe  to  make  tiic  allaek.  to  leave  tliri-'e  t^unboat*^  tu  btookadc, 
etc..  aud  for  the  Hrooklun  aud  Uie  tliree  uther  gUQboalfi  to  rejoin 
you  at  Neu  ()rleau«  uitliiu  l^-n  day.1.  At  tlie  time  when  you  U'rot4> 
thene  instructions  I  l>elieve  you  were  not  aware  of  tlie  capture  of  the 
ship  Muming  Light  aud  tJie  lichuouer  Viincity  by  tlie  n^tH>Wal  Siibinc* 
Pa88,  and  that  tliey  threaien  to  break  the  blockade  of  the  whole  coast 
in  the  same  manner,  and  that  the  Harriet  iMne.  a8siste<l  by  tw<»  or 
tliree  river  boats,  would  sweep  away  all  the  gunboats  uitliin  u  short 
time,  nor  could  all  the  gunlK>at.s  combined  prevent  the  Harriet  Lanr 
running  the  blockade. 

Three  uf  the  gunhoaUs  are  at  Sabine  Pass  on  blockade.  The  rebels 
there  threaten  to  attack  tliem  with  six  steanilKiats  (<»ne  of  them  a 
sea  steamer)  prepared  for  the  iM-r-jision. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  constrained  to  remain  in  theffrooA*- 
l\)n  off  (ialveston,  and  to  keep  the  gunboats  now  here  on  blockade 
until  1  shall  hear  further  frpm  you. 

I  beg  to  invite  your  special  attention  to  the  harlwr  chart  of  Gal- 
veston.    Vou  will  observ*'  that  the  external  shuaU  extend  from   1(> 
Ui  12  miles,  passable  everywhere  lor  vessels  of  fi-feet  draft,  at  several 
)laces  for  !»  feet,  and  at  one  for  11  feet,  really  a  more  accessible  i>ort 
or  small  craft  I  ban  that  of  Mobile,  and  requiring  as  large  a  force,  if 
the  enemy  should  show  equal  enterprise  in  running  the  blockade. 
Very  lesnectful'v,  vour  obedient^  si-n-ant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  O.  FARRA«tX 

Comdg.  Western  Oulj  Bhekdg.  Squadron,  Nevj  OrlMns,  La. 


I 


iMter  from  ihe  Spcreiartj  of  the  Nat*y  U  Rear-Admiral  Farraoui,  f.  S. 

iWavg,  regarding  thr  reported  escape  of  the  titranter  Harriet  Latte  from 

Galveston  Hag. 

Navv  Depahtment.  February  S,  /<Stf3. 

Sin:  A  recent  arrival  from  the  (Julf  [of  Mexico]  rejMtrt^i  the  escano 
of  the  Harriet  iMnt  from  tJalvest^in,  This  informatian  is  certainly 
annoying  to  the  Department.  It  is  disoosed  to  believe  that  had 
pn>per  an<l  timely  measures  been  taken  the  Harriet  Lane  could  have 
lieen  n*<'apturrd  or  destro^'cd. 

Pleasi-  fumisli  the  Department  witli  a  cony  of  your  orders  to  Cap- 
tain FJell  lo  proc4*ed  with  the  force  placed  under  his  conunand  to 
Galveston.  The  recapture  or  destruction  of  the//.iiTiV/  Aoru  should 
have  b<H'n  the  first  object  of  his  attention,  and  no  delay  should 
have  (K-curred,  imleaa  unavoidable,  in  tlie  execution  of  thai  object,  if 
pos:iihle. 
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If  that  vossol  has  already  escaped,  or  should  P8ca[>p  from  Galveston, 
she  may  suc^'oed  in  dostmyin^  many  of  our  meri'lmntinen  and  inflict 
serious  injury  u|M>n  our  (-itizens. 

I  am,  ivspoclfully,  your  ohediont  son'ant. 

CiiiiEoN  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Kcar-Aduiira!  1).  (i.  KARRAorr, 

Comdg.  Wfai  (rulj  lilockdg.  Squadron,  Neu^  OrUanft. 


Report  of  Jienr- Admiral  Farragut,  V .  <S.  Navy,  rrgardivg  jundx  for 
purchase  and  hire  of  vc^Mels. 

No.  30.)  Fi-Aafiiiip  I1artfori>, 

New  Orliaun,  Fehi-iianj  S,  ],S6S. 
Sir:  1  havp  hirod  a  small  ^^[boat^lho  W«— from  rii]itaiii  S.  P. 
GrilftMi.  of  New  Orleans,  for  llie  us**  of  the  Hee't.  us  ihc  Army  Imvi*  mil 
suMiciciiI  lowhoaiti  for  tlirir  own    i)ur[)<isi.'s. 

Tin*  Iiitr  will  pay  for  In  rsclf  hero  l»y  (he  work  of  towing,  and  at  the 
4>nd  of  om*  month  I  have  ilic  prlvilcg(M>f  pnrchaNo  at  Si'O.OIK),  hut  an 
1  am  ii*>w  in  delit  tlOO.OUO  to  tlu'  Army  for  money  borrowed,  and 
havo  not  S2,()(U)  in  \hv  licet.  1  am  in  no  condition  either  to  hire  or 
pnrdiasp  vessels. 

['Irtily  Iiupe  my  funds  will  soon  l)e  here,  or  I  shall  be  eumpelled 
to  draw  cm  the  Department  in  order  t(»  keep  the  squa<tr(>ii  in  repair. 
Very  reyjwrtfiilly,  ynur  uliedient  servmit, 

D.  G.  Fahuaovt, 

liear-Adniiral. 
Hon.  GniKoN  Welles, 

Secretunj  of  the  Nary,  Wnahington,  D.  C. 

[Endurwiuent.J 

He  can  purchase  any  vessels  lie  requires,  but  do  not  buy  old  vessels 
or  maeliinery  not  in  j;o<mI  order. 


L 


Report  of  Rfor-Adniiraf  Farragut,  U .  S.  Nni>if,  trangmlttrng  confmloT 
tnforiiiotion  frorn  I/araim  ngurding  the  chom  uf  the  C.  S.  sUartytrs 
Afaboma  and  Florida, 

No.  38.J  FLAosiiir  Hartford, 

New  Orletim,  Fehntarg  S,  186S. 

Sib:  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shufeldt,  our  consul  at 
Havana,  by  which  you  will  perceive  (hat  the  C'uyler  did  not  catrh 
tlie  Orfto,itr  Florida,  hut  why.  we  know  not.  1  suppose,  lujwever. 
the  reliel  had  tlie  lietler  s[>ee(l.  It  also  appears  lliat  the  Cuyler  ami 
Oneida  are  .still  in  pursuit  tif  her  and  the  Ala}nnna;  and  also  thai:  the 
IlafterftH  was  sunk,  and  without  much  loss  of  life,  as  tlie  Alabama  is 
.said  to  have  landed  ].")()  oHicera  and  men  from  that  vessel  at  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  which  is.  however,  a  greater  number  than  Uie  UaUeras's 
crew  originally  numbered. 

By  the  Memphis  Appeal — printed  at  Jackson,  Mi.«a. — I  see  that 
the  army  and  navy  are  at  work  at  Vicksburg;  have  cut  the  canal 
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tliroiigli,  cupiurptl  onn  of  the  ciifiiiy's  strurnrr-s,  Iiave  a  lai^e  force 
below  tlio  city,  and  arc  making  «'ver>'  prcnartion  for  attaekiug  it 
from  below.  I  havo  oonsultod  with  fifnorol  Hunks  a-s  to  a  forward 
movement,  but  he  does  not  appear  t^3  be  ready  to  make  anytliing 
but  a  move  upon  the  righl  l>ank  tlirou^h  Plaqiiemino.  and  enaeav(»r 
to  get  possession  of  the  Krd  Kivci-  tliroujjh  the  At<hafalft)'a.  in  all 
of  which  I  ran  only  aid  liiiii  witli  the  hjjht-<lraft  pinboal^  which 
have  Imen  turned  over  U>  tnc  Ijy  thr  army,  and  lat^^ly  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenunt^Vnuuandrr  T.  M.  nuchanan.  Tlie  j;eneral 
desire<l  me  t«  take  these  boats,  as  be  Haid  he  was  not  desirous  of  mix- 
ing the  brandies  of  the  services,  so  that  I  have  taken  them. 
Very  resjvect  fully,  your  obedient  sen,'ant, 

D.  G.  Farraoft, 
Rear-Admiral ,  Coimuatiding, 
Hon.  GinEON  Wkm.ks, 

.Secretary  of  the  Naiyjj. 

|End4Muni.] 

U.  S,  Consi-latk-General, 

//aeanrt,  Janvary  W,  1S6S. 
Sir:  1  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
yesterday  evening  fi-oni  Cienfue^os: 

I>RAR  Sir:  Yotim  of  Die.  2.3d  iriHtant  rnnie  to  liand  last  evening  and  wu  immediAiolj 
delivered  to  C'nptninti  Rid^ly  nnd  Bitimuns,  wliu  ikre  ut  thU  moment  leaving  tlie  lutrlwr. 


Clival  lU    VJ    \.'nulHlli;>    IhlU^^lt     BLtl_J     CjUIIIJUJI^,    V*  Jivr    Dll~    Db    llll-'>    llllBlll^lJh    JC~n  t  Ukf^    \UV    IJBI4^Jt> 

An  KagUnti  vessel  arrivt-d  lliiw  iiitrruwiii  from  Kincslon,  .lanmira  and  rcp4jrl.'*  lliat  Uu* 
AUiiHMma  nrrivfKl  at  Llmt  pnri  on  llie  Hflomncm  of  '2C>tli  inxtani,  having  un  l>nard  IM)  men 
of  the  officers  and  crew  df  tlie  iinforlunute  gunltoat  HatirraM,  whii'h  Rlie  Mittk  o'T  Galveston. 


The  Alnhama  in  thf  ticitt  n'C(*ivM(  fuiir  n\wX»  in  Iht  Imll— iiitt^  of  wliicli  niude  an  ugly  wound 
iLe«r  her  8t4^mpo-4|,  nU^ut  IS  melie-8  nlK)Te  the  water  line,  and  she  was  n>p«inng  and  ira.-*  to 
havo  left  ii)  (lirL>e  day». 

The  Florida,  having  burned  the  American  brig  EstrJh  off  Tortugas, 
arrived  hen*  (Havana)  on  the  20th  Instant,  cofth'd,  and  sailed  6  a.  m. 
of  22d.  At,  W  p.  ni.  <if  .same  day  the  Wa^'huHefl,  Admiral  Wilkes, 
came  in  to  port,  and  tlie  folhiwinjj  noon  i!ie  Oneida  ent^nnl  the  Itarbor. 
In  the  meanwhile  I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  de^struction  of  four 
more  American  vessels  by  the  P^lorida,  one  off  MaLanzas  and  three 
off  Cardenas.  On  the  evening  of  2.'Jd  the  Oneida  sailed,  having 
received  orders  fnmi  Ailiniral  Wilkes:  24th,  the  Wa^-huttetl  sailed 
and  on  the  morning  of  25tb  the  gunl>oat.s  Sonoma  an<l  Tioga 
arriv*^<l  here  and  sailed  again.  The  bust  news  of  the  Florida  which 
I  have  n'ceived  is  to  the  efftH't  that  she  was  seen  off  Inagiia  by  the 
British  gtinboat  Steadtf. 

Admiral  Wilkes  is  in  pursuit  witli  all  of  the  above-named  vessels 
and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  R.  R.  Cuyler,  and  under  orders,  trans- 
mitted from  luTe,  t-u  continue  the  pursuit  on  the  south  side  of  this 
island.  I  am  not  in  rereipt  of  any  other  intelligence  (o  conimunicate, 
and  therefore  remain  at  your  furtJier  dispdsition,  and 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  8er\ant , 

K.  W.  SnrFEUiT, 

Conmd-General. 

Rear-Adjuiral  D.  O.  Farraout,  II.  8.  Navy,  etc. 

P.  S. — Later  news  fn>ni  Cienfuegos  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  the 
Santiagn  dr  Cuba  and  Cuylfr  have  gone  to  Kingston  to  look  out  for 
the  Alabama. 
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Extract  f. 


rom  letter  from  Commodore  IlUehcock,  V.  S.  Navtf,  to  Captain 
JinJrin^,  U.  S.  Nairy^  regarding  affairs  off  Midnie. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Muhilt',  February  3,  1863. 
My  Dear  Jenkins:  *     *     *     You  will  spe  hv  the  letters  from 
Adtims  thnt  the  pass  into  the  soiitul  will  ])r<)bnl>Iy  soon  hv  o{mmuk]. 
\Vt'  liuvt^  IK)  vessels  in  Ihe  sound.      I  will  not  kci'i)  tt  scliooticr  there 
^.unsupported  without  a  positive  order  to  do  no.      Pliev  lire  in  ii  had 
'state  at  Ship  Island.     The  ni;;yers  have  the  upper  liaiiil.  and  have  the 
poor  whites  under  arrest,  so  says  Cai)tain  Fehiger,  who  is  just  up  from 
there. 

Will  not  the  ndniiral  make  some  arrangement  for  a  vessel  to  take 
the  plaee  of  this  onef  We  may  he  done  up  at  luiy  moment.  It  is  no 
fun,  hut  sttd  reality.  I  am  ready  and  willing  lo  stay  here,  hut  (hw 
LBliip  is  helpless.  J^inte  you  left  we  have  had  a  smart  blow  fron\  the 
*eafitwArd ;  the  sea  distre.ssed  us  very  nuuh;  we  took  in  a  larpe  amount 
of  water.  The  ship  lUyva  tiol  ride  well  in  a  heavy  -sea  at  auehor.  If 
we  havi-  u  pilr  she  must  lie  lost.  To  me  it  seems  \ory  wrong  Xo 
expos*'  a  ship  in  the  rondition  of  tliis  (me  lo  an  aneht»rage  like  this. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  ship  to  relieve  us,  hut  I  uo  know  we 
□lusi  go  to  Pensacola  in  a  short  time  (if  we  do  not  become  too  much 
disabled  to  get  thei*e). 

Saturday  afternoon  last  a  boat  was  sent  over  from  Fort  Moriran  to 
Sand  Island.  The  h*fmhitui  fired  a  few  slmts  at  i(,  hut  not  until  tliey 
had  set  fire  to  the  huildinp;  near  the  li^ht-house.    They  burned  until 

II  o'eJock.  The  Hghl  of  a  lire  soon  after  the  one  on  Sand  Island 
appeared  up  at  Mobile,  and  another  on  the  main,  over  Dauphin 
Inland.  The  night  was  tlurk  and  dirty.  About  11  a  sail  wa^  made 
out,  whirh  look  oH"  two  of  the  gunlioats,  and  proved  to  be  (he  Hochj 
UUi.  Go!  <piiet  al)out  2  a.  m.,  when  the  Nassau  cume  in  sight,  whicn 
kept  uft  alive  until  daylight.  A  shot  from  our  stern  gun  at  the  Rocky 
Uul  broke  all  the  eahin  windows,  stove  the  ^g,  etc.  ..\Jtogether  we 
had  a  time  of  it.     *     *     * 

I  have  not  had  more  than  1  of  the  gunboats  liere  at  one  time  since 
you  left.  They  are  breaking  down  faster  ami  faster;  2  are  now  at 
rensacola,  Kanavhn  for  her  iX-iiU'h  gnu,  and  Kentiehfc  for  eoals  and 
repairs.  Pocahontas  will  have  to  go  the  inometil  one  nituriis.  The 
Ptnola  is  waiting  for  a  chance.  Tliere  is  not  one  but  re(piires  some 
repairs. 

******* 

Very  truly,  yours, 

K.  B.  Hitchcock. 
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Extract  from  letier  fram  tht  commandant  of  TMivy  win/,  Penmciita^  to 
Captain  Jenkins,  V.  S.  Navy,  rtgarding  ejrpe^tea  attack  upon  that 
place. 

V.  S.  Navt  Yard, 
Pfnmrola,  February  S,  IS63. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  I  nave  reopived  your  sfvoral  notes. 

♦  »**♦♦♦ 

We  are  in  as  great  a  state  of  excitement  here  as  you  can  be.  Colonel 
Dyer,  comnian<iing  at  Pensac(»la,  informs  me  tlml  be  ha-s  reliable 
infurmatiuri  Uiat  iii  a  few  davs  an  attaok  will  be  made  ou  IVnsacola 
and  the  navy  yard  by  a  rebel  Force  of  5,0tKJ  to  O.IXX)  cavalry  and  infan- 
try. We  have  22  marines,  of  whom  6  are  sirk  iin<l  K  worthle-ss  lands- 
men, of  whom  3  are  siek,  Uj  tieferid  the  yard.  I  wish  1  could  tliink 
this  yard  as  safe  from  an  attack  ^»  the  affiniml  d<»es. 

Yours,  truly, 

Wm.  SMtTO. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Fleet  Captain,  U.  S.  Skip  Hartford,  Ne%P  (hleans. 


Letter  from  Hfar-Admiral  Farratjui.  V .  S.  Nary,  to  L'teufenaiit-Com~ 
tmimitf  AdatiiH,  ['.  S.  .Vaey,  referring  to  expected  attack'  bij  the  enemy 
upon  Ship  Island. 

Flagship  HAHTFOttD. 
Nevy  Orleans,  Febt^uary  4<  iS63. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  leam  that  your  boilers  have  failed  j'ou  at  this 
important  moment.     Your  absence  will  leave  Grant's  Pass  entirely 
uiiguai-ded,  and  you  seem  to  think  that  the  enemy  is  coming  tlirough 
there  to  attack  Ship  Ishind  or  some  other  point. 

******* 

I  have  no  officer  to  send  yon.  There  is  a  great  want  of  them  in  nil 
the  vessels,  particularly  of  mastei's  and  muster's  mates,  as  they  are 
"  broken  "  almost  as  fast  as  they  are  appointed. 

1  hope  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  report  that  the  enemy  is  so 
strong  in  ironclads.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  two.  At  Selnia,  the 
Jialfic,  l>edides  wliich  they  also  have  the  Morgan,  Gaines,  and  SetuMf 
gunboats. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 
Hear- A  dm  irai ,  ( Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henrt  A.  Auams,  Jr., 

Commaiuling  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  JacJcHon,  Ship  Island. 


tcheocl'f 
the 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farrofut,  U.  S.  Narnf,  to  Commodore  Ilitchc 
V.  S.  Xory,  enjoining  mgUanee  agaimti  a  pmlHtble  attack  of 
enemy  Ujnm  New  OrUann. 

Flaosuip  Hartford, 
Neu^  ffrleans,  Ftbrnanj  4.  1^63. 
Drar  Commodore:  The  enclosed  paper*   from   Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Madigan  has  impressed  me  with  the  idea  that  the  enemy  has 


WEST   OUIJ-'    BLOCKADIN'O    SQUADRON. 


601 


his  ironclads  down  from  Sehna  and  contempIat<?s  an  attack  on  New 
OiU'ttiis  tlirouptli  MinsisHippi  Sound  and  up  through  the  lakes,  or  up  the 
river.  I  do  not  lliink  tlif  hiUor  Ls  very  iikely.  hut  their  successes 
hitt'lv  may  einholden  them  tw  undertake  almost  anytliing,  so  keep  a 
gootf  lookotit;  h»vc  a  frnnboat  S4>  placed  as  tn  see  them  if  they  gel 
thnnijjli  (irant'H  Pass. 

1  see  that  tlic  Jdiknoii  has  again  hrokeu  down  and  is  at  SJiip  Island 
for  repaiiN.  and  there  is  no  one  to  wat<*h  the  enemy  in  that  quarter  at 
wliiclj  she  was  HtttlJoned. 

I  siMicj  ihe  Trniu'MHrf  with  your  malls  to  land  i^onie  hay  and  lumber 
at  tlie  navy  yard,  ^l  her  smoki'slack,  ajid  return  tu  thiii  place 
immediately. 

I  will  send  word  to  General  Hanks,  that  the  forts  may  be  in  order 

to  receive  the  ironclads,  etc..  hut  you  must  keep  a  lookout  on  them 

and  follow  them  down  as  far  as  Sfiip  Islmid  to  protect  that  place  in 

case  of  attack,  leaving  suilicieiit  force  to  hiockaoe  tl»o  port  of  Mobile. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

I).  0.  Kauraout, 
Rear- Admiral  J  Cotni/iamJ'tng. 

Commodore  H.  H.  IIiTrncocK. 


I 


letter  from  Hear-Adminil  Famiptt,  (/.  S,  N^atry,  io  lAeuUnant-Com- 
mantier  Muiiiqdu,  IJ .  S.  Navy,  promifting  axttistaTice  in  case  of  attack 
upon  Ship  Island. 

KlAOSHIP   llAIlTrtJRD, 

New  Orleam,  Fchrmry  4,  JS63. 
Sir:  I  received  your  communication  this  morniji^,  showed  it  to 
General  Banks,  and  we  will  etulenvor  to  ]>rot*H'.t  you  if  such  an 
attempt  be  nuide  upon  you.  Besides  the  piidioat^s  A/ortftin,  (lainfs, 
and  Sflma.  they  can  have  but  2  ironclads,  which  have  come  down 
from  Selma.  (leneral  Uanks  will  send  a  refjiment  to  assist  at  the  fort 
on  the  island,  so  that  uidesa  they  are  quick  we  will  be  all  ready  for 
them.  I  will  send  o  gunboat,  the  Clifton  or  Sa-chcm,  or  both,  if  thev 
can  be  spared.  There  never  has  been  over  t>  feet  water  in  Grant's 
Pass,  and  tlien  it  had  to  he  kept  open  with  a  dredcing  machine.  All 
of  the  enemy's  boat.-^  tlraw  more  wut«r  than  S  feet,  I  think.  My 
impression  Is  that  they  will  try  cotton  boat-s  Ulled  with  men,  as  at 
Galvest4)n.  to  hoard  aiid  carry  the  Jackson  or  other  vessels  in  that 
»^und. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  G.  Fabraqut, 

liear-AdminU,  Camtnanding. 

Lieutenanl-Commamler  John  Mapioan, 

Comnwrtdhuf  V .  S.  Nai>al  Forces.  Skip  Island, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragal,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Hlanckard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  BarraUiria,  for 
cooperative  movtment  under  Major-Oeneral  Augur,  U ,  i>.  Army. 

Flaosiitp  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  February  5,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  your  vessel  is  ready  for  service  you  will  report  to 
Major-Genera]  Augur  for  the  [lurpose  of  cooperating  with  the  armv. 
You  will  be  guided  by  the  iustructioiis  of  the  general  uutiL  yavLCaiLw^ 
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with  the  gunboats  from  Berwick  Bay,  when  you  will  still  continue  to 
act  in  concert  witli  the  army,  rec<?iving  and  obeyine:,  however,  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  or  the  senior  naval 
oflicer  present.  In  all  of  tlii.s  you  must  act  to  the  best  advantage  for 
the  general  good  of  the  Govcnunent. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  U.  Farhaout, 

Hcfir-A^miral,  Crtmintnuling. 
Acting  Master  F.  K.  Blanciiako, 

Vomtmintling  If.  S.  Irtmclad  Uarmtaria,  New  Orifam,  La. 


Order  of  lifar-Admlral  Farraffui,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lifutrnant-Cotn- 
mandtr  Iaiu\  U.  S.  Navy,  comfimnding  U,  H.  S.  Clijton,  for  duty  at 
Ship  Island  if  required. 

FtAosniP  Hartfoud, 
Off  New  Orleans,  February  5,  t86S. 
Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  receipt  nf  this,  prweed  direelly  down  to 
this  place  and  report  to  me,  hut  willitHit  anclioring,  in  [  wisli  you  to 
procee<l  round  to  Mississippi  .St>unii  to  assist  Lieutenant-Commander 
Adauis  to  guard  that  sound  or  render  aid  to  Ship  Island,  if  it  should 
be  recpiired. 

Very  resperirully,  etc.,  D.  G.  Farraoitt. 

Captain  IjAW, 

Olilton. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farraejut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  LieuieTiani-Commartder 
Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  eooperatiw  movement  in  Atchafahya 
River. 

Flagship  ILuitpord, 
Off  New  Orleans,  Frhruanj  5,  !S6S, 

Sir:  I  want  all  of  your  boats  to  move  up  thr  Atchafalaya  as  soon 
aspussible.  I  presume  General  Weitzpl  will  command  the  land  force 
gomg  up,  and  will  put  on  board  of  your  boats  as  many  soldiers  as 
may  be  required  as  snarpshooters. 

The  light-draft  vessels  will  pro<Ted  up  as  liigh  as  Butte-^-la-Rose 
and  act  in  concert  with  the  conunaiiding  generar 

The  Ranaiaria  will  go  into  Bayou  Placpu'inine  and  give  such  pro- 
tection as  she  can  afford  U>  the  tmnsports,  and  I  ]>n'sunie  you  wiH  alt 
meet  at  or  near  Butte-ii-Ia-Rose. 

Should  your  efforts  he  crowned  with  suci^ess  against  that  place, 
you  will  endeavor  to  capture  some  of  the  enemy's  steamers  iu  the 
river  above,  but  in  all  such  operations  the  boats  must  be  guarded 
against  8urj»riso  by  the  enemy's  lai^r  boats,  as  we  hope  soon  to  have 
one  of  the  ironclads  to  enter  Re<i  Uiver  an<l  thus  taKe  tliem  in  the 
rear.     Wishing  j^ou  every  success,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraoiit, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  NoiHit  Forcen.  Benvick  Bay, 

P.  S. — The  Calhoun  had  better  remain  to  watch  the  operations  at 
Brashear  City. 

n.  G.  K. 
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LtUm^  from  Rear-Admiral  Farramil,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Adnmrat 
Wilkes,  U .  S.  Navij,  reqiusiiiuf  ihf  rrhirn  uf  tkt  if.  S.  steamers  Oneida 
and  R.  H.  Cuyler  at  (/*«  earlest  ponsibie  time. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Mississippi  Hiver,  February  6,  1863. 
Dear  Admiral:  My  squadron  13  ao  crippled  by  the  loss  of  sovpral 
vessels  that  I  can  not  spare  a  single  gunboat.  A.s  long  however,  as 
the  Oneidu  and  R.  R.  ('uyler  are  on  thn  track  of  either  of  tlie  enemy's 
vessels,  wi(,li  a  pj'nl>al)ilit'V  of  overtaking  Ihein.  I  liave  no  ithjections 
to  their  eontiiniiug,  imt  f  wish  them  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  to 
tjik©  tIuur|>Iai:e.son  the  blockade,  so  a.s  to  give  inc  the  ships  Tor  attack- 
ing batteries. 

Wishing  yon  all  success  in  your  cruising,  I  remain, 
Very  truly,  yours, 
^^^  T>.  Ct.  Farrauitt, 

^^^P  Rear' Admiral y  Comm/iiiding. 

W  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Cuarlfs  Wilkkh. 

^^^  Commatuliny  United  iStates  Flying  StiuadrQii. 


etter  frtmi  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Naiy}f,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
U.  S.  Naotj,  previous  to  going  to  Ship  Island. 


FlAOSUIP    IlAJtTFOaD, 

New  Orleans,  February  6,  1S63. 
Commodore:  I  have  just  received  your  communication*  by  the 
Owoffco.  I  liave  only  three  coal  vessels  here.  Will  send  f>ne  as  soon 
as  posisible.  Can  not  send  you  more  force,  and  must  have  your  ship 
if  Igo  up  the  river.  I  should  think  the  three  gunbuat.s  could  guard 
the  piuts  nf  Galveston  and  Sabine.  I  have  seen  all  the  account-s  of 
the  rebels  and  refugees,  and  all  sav  there  is  nothing  but  cotton  boats, 
light  river  boat-s  in  either  of  (hose  nays.  Tliey  capture<l  the  Morning 
Light  because  slie  was  at  anchor  in  a  calm  and  could  not  move,  and 
came  np  a-str^rn  of  her;  but  I  think  one  gunboat  out  in  the  open  .sea 
would  easily  destroy  thost!  boats.  Why  <iid  they  not  attu<'K  Read 
and  McDerinut?  'I*hey  may  attack  them  in  the  river,  but  I  do  not 
think  they  will  venture  outside.     But  I  have  not  vessels  enough  to 

fo  up  the  river,  and  unless  Porter  takes  Vicksburg  I  don't  know  what 
win  do  for  vessels.  I  am  now  off  for  Ship  Istana,  as  they  are  threat- 
ening to  attac^k  thai  place  with  the  same  force,  cotUm  boats,  iron- 
clads, etc.,  so  that  I  am  going  round  to  look  at  things.  I  will  write 
you  on  my  return,  and  get  the  coal  as  goon  as  poRsibfo,  but  you  nmst 
use  your  judgment.  I  can  not  imagine  where  they  got  all  the  guns 
you  sfwak  of.  They  have  been  not  only  industrious,  but  where  the 
Euns  came  from  is  what  puzzles  nte.  But  \'oii  must  use  your  own 
judgment  and  not  leave  if  you  think  they  can  overpower  the  gun- 
boats. .\s  to  Magnider's  proclamation,  it  is  nonsense.  The  block- 
ade has  never  been  raised  from  Sabine.  I  am  off  for  Ship  Island. 
Don't  have  any  other  disaster  if  possible,  for  they  arc  abusing  us 
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eiuKi^b  at  hotne;  but  I  ran  not  du  without  vpshoIh,  anti  I  have  not 
haif  the  numhnr  iLskcd  for  hy  the  dilTerent  blockades. 
1  know  V'U  will  do  ytmr  duty. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Hcar-Adfniml. 
Conunodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comfnandin^  on  Ou  Coast  of  TexttJi. 


Lr  tier  from  Rear-Ad  mi  ml  Farragut,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  tkr  ('on»Hl-mvfr<i! 

at  Jiavana,  urging  his  nted  of  the  (I   S.  sUamers  Oneida  and  H.  R. 

Cv/yUr. 

Flagship  Hautfobd, 
Misnisffippi  Rivrr,  Fehrnnrij  h\  tS6ii. 

Dear  Sir:  T  hav(*  received  vour  leller  of  [January  2*i],  i\\\i{  uni 
rejoiced  to  learn  tliat  Wilkes  is  in  ptirHuit  of  the  Alabama  and  Florida. 
My  only  prayer  is  that  he  m&y  overtake  and  destroy  them.  1  was 
great!)'  disappointed  in  the  Cuyler  not  overtaking  the  Orrto,  but  it 
appears  that  the  former  is  not  as  Uisl  and  the  latter  is  fa.sler  than  we 
had  .s»pp<jh(mI.  Both  tlie  rebels  are  verv  lienvy  ve-ssels  for  our  giui- 
boats  to  eneountor;  still  I  tnist  we  will  oapturo  them.  If  you  sec 
AetinfT  Kear-AHmiral  Wilkes  ploasp  tell  Iiini  that  my  vessels  are  much 
needed  here;  in  fact,  that  I  am  almost  disabled  for  the  want  of  them. 
Yon  will  oblige  nie  if  you  will  liave  the  enclosed  letter  delivered  to 
him  if  you  have  an  opportunity  so  to  do.  As  long  as  there  is  any 
chance  of  my  vessels  catching  either  of  the  rebels  I  do  not  object 
to  their  emplovment.  but  as  soon  aa  they  are  off  the  track  I  wish 
thetn  (»rderiMl  f)a(^k  to  me,  to  report  at  the  South  We.st  Paxs  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Since  our  disaster  at  Galveston  the  rebels  havo  become  so  elated 
that  they  will  make  raids  upon  us  from  even*  port  until  stopped  by 
some  signal  defeat.  As  yet  tliey  have  been  .successful.  At  (  uarles- 
ton,  vS.  C.,  they  are  reported  to  have  come  out  and  ilestroyed  with 
their  ironclads  two  of  our  vessels,  llie  Mfrccditti  and  Quaker  City,  and 
burned  a  third.  I  do  not  know  that  ibis  is  t.nie.  It  is  most  extraor- 
dinary to  me  that  the  Government  does  not  send  our  ironcJads  to 
Charleston,  but  1  suppose  that  they  are  not  all  ready  yet. 

I  hope  you  will  write  ine  by  everj'  opportunity  to  keep  me  informed 
of  passing  events. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farraoltt, 
Mear-Admirai,  Cotnnuinding. 

R.  W.  SHrrnLDT,  Esq., 

Consul-Genera!,  Bavana 
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Order  oj  the  Secrftaru  of  fhr  Nnint  to  /ifar-Admiral  Farra^ui,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  thr  reUa^e  of  the  schooner  West  Florida. 

Navv  Dbpaktmknt.  ^V/>n/«rv  ff,  IS6S. 
Sir:  Tlie  Department  is  iiirormeil  of  llie  TacUs  in  tlie  case  of  the 
schooner  West  Florida.     Slic  cun  not  he  properly  detained  as  a  prize, 
and  _vou  will  accordingly  have  her  released. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Sccretanj  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  I).  0.  Kakka(U'T. 

Vonxdij.  Western  iinlj  filochtdiiuj  Squadron^  Nnv  Orleans, 


Order  of  the  Secrefan/  of  the  Nat^^  to  Commodore  BfU,  U.  S.  Nanj, 
regarding  legal  clairns  for  share  in  prices. 

"Saw  Department.  February  7.  1863. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  Uiih  Jantjaiy,  you  are  informed 
that  there  can  be  but  one  ooinnitindant  of  n  Mpiudron,  as  such,  enti- 
tled l<i  sliare  in  prizes.  A  subdivision  of  a  s(;|uadn>n  docs  not  entitle 
the  person  in  charge  of  the  blockade  in  any  piven  locality  to  share  in 
all  the  prizes  taken  by  vessels  under  his  command.  Your  chiini, 
therefore,  can  not  be  lejjally  allowed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bkll, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  Western  Gulf  Squadron. 


Letter  h^}7n  liear-Admiral  Farra/^t.  IL  S.  Nai^y,  to  Commodore  BeV, 

V .  S.  Nai'if,  reyardiny  an  expected  aiiack  by  thr.  Confedemieg  ujton 

Ship  f stand. 

Fi>AOsniP  TlAnTWiRn, 
Pilot  Tfmm,  [Im.].  [Mississippi  Biver],  Fehruary  7,  ISBS. 

Dkau  C<imm(>i><)Kk:  I  have  re<'eived  your  dispaU'hes  by  the  bark  in 
the  hands  of  Midshipman  Grafton,  but  bad  received  those  of  the 
Otiytsco  before,  on  yesterday  morning,  just  as  1  was  getting  underway 
to  go  out  an<i  loult  at  things  to  the  westward.  You  know  how  it  is. 
They  are  all  expecting  to  ne  attacked,  and  no  doubt  Buchanan  will 
make  a  dash  at  us  sonn.  It  is  now  said  that  be  is  clearing  away  the 
obstructions  at  Grant's  Pass  to  come  down  and  attack  Shin  Island 
or  the  boats  in  the  bay;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  Iheir  ironclads  and 
gunboats  can  get  through  (irant's  Pa.ss,  for  they  have  always  been 
compelled  to  use  a  dredge  to  keep  a  C-foot  cfiannel  there.  Still, 
thinp  may  have  altered,  or  that  may  be  only  a  blind  to  deceive  the 
blo<*Kade  and  msh  down  upon  them  as  they  did  at  Charleston,  where 
they  .sank  the  Qiwkrr  City  and  MtrcediSa. 

I  am  n»iw  dotnin('<I  by  the  low  water  on  the  l>ar.  1  have  ordered 
Morns  to  send  you  one  of  the  coal  vessels.  We  have  but  two,  and 
if  some  do  not  arrive  soon  I  don't  know  what  wo  will  do.  You 
roust  husband  your  coal  as  much  as  possible. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  the  vessel  Lieutenant  I.  saw  was  the  mer- 
chant vessel  i)r  the  Kittafiniiy  or  Arthur:  for  tlie  ?flC  and  Fhjrida  aro 
in  the  West  Indies  and  mix  or  eight  veaaeltt  cha8infi;tl»om.  besides  the 
Oritiihi  and  R.  R.  CinjUr.  T  siippixso  I  will  Itavc  1^)  (lispcnae  with 
your  sliip,  rinloss  one  of  ihoso  vossois  pMs  bafk.  I  woidd  not  refjutxl 
General  Ma^rudor's  paners.  Notify  the  foreign  consuls  and  agents 
that  yon  liopp  they  will  not  regard  those  fuUninations  either.  It  is 
not  usual  for  a  jwople  to  dixTanr  their  blockade  raised  while  the 
blockadinc  force  is  in  sight.  They  have  been  notified  that  the  |>ort 
is  lil()<'kH(I('d  by  the  bloekading  party.  The  steamer  lakes  the  risk 
and  will  find  out.  to  his  eost  wlieii  he  appears  off  the  port. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  y<iurs, 

0.  0.  Kakkagi't. 

Rear'AdmiraL 
Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Comtiuinduuj  U.  S.  Navnf  Forcea  off  Oaiveston. 


Instruetimis  from  Rear-Admiml  Farratjut,  U.  S.  Naifu,  to  Commodore 
Morris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  nax^I  forces,  New  Orleans, 

KL,\<iSnil'    IlAHTKORn, 

Pilot  Town,  [La.],  Ffbruonj  S,  IS6S. 
Dear  C<>mmoi>ore:  The  water  is  so  low  on  the  bar  that  we  will 
not  he  able  to  get  out  until  to-night.  I  wish  you  to  get  the  Clifton 
off  for  Ship  Island  as  soon  as  possible.  Have  the  Otoa^co  repaired 
and  gotten  off  lo  CVniniodort'  Bell  with  all  dis])atch.  Send  a  coal 
vessel  to  Coniiuodorc  Bed  a.s  quirkly  as  pos.sibie. 

There  are  000  tons  of  euni  in  the  Pamptri}  here;  450  Xl-inoh  mortar 
shells,  also  lOt)  VII  1-inch,  and  one  box  ot  sheet  copper.  I  tell  Cap- 
tain Huf^ins  to  send  the  cupper  up  to  the  Feamot.  I  have  just 
received  dispatches  from  the  Bmofchiii:  no  news;  left  before  the 
Ovxifico.  Send  the  bearer,  MidHliij)nian  Grafton,  back  in  the  Ken- 
sington. 

Very  respcctfidly, 

D.  G.  Fambaout. 
Commodore  fllE^RV  W.]  Morris, 

Commanding  Navai  Forces,  NettJ  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiml  Farrayui,  U.  S.  A'avj,  to  Commodore  Befl, 
U.  S.  Navy,  rcfrrniuj  to  the  reported  whereabouts  of  the  C.  S.  steamers 
Alabama  and  Florida. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Pilot  Town,  February  9,  186S. 
Commodork:  We  are  trying  to  get  you  off  a  coal  vessel,  hut  as  yot 
have  not  succced^Ml,  (here  are  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way.  The 
vessels  lie  down  the  river  70  or  SO  miles  and  are  unwilling  to  go,  but 
I  shall  have  to  take  them  by  force  mtd  take  the  consequences  with 
it.  We  nmst  have  the  coal  if  it  is  to  lie  Imd.  I/liave  been  lying 
here  three  days  waiting  fttr  suOicient  water  to  cross  the  bar.  I  nave 
Ju.st  received  dispatch  from  General  Bunks  that  the  Oreto  is  block- 
ade<l  in  Havana  and  the  Alabama  in  Kingston,  Jamaica.     It  may  be 
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llio  old  story,  l)iit  1  know  tlioy  arc  c-lost'  upon  thoir  hopis  with  five  or 
six  vessels.  Hie  Vicksbiirp  canal  is  looked  npi>n  a-s  a  success.  The 
last  account  there  vras  a  steamer  in  it,  I  suppose  wnrking  out  the 
dirt.  One  ironclafl  below  the  town  and  a  battery  at  t!ie  mouth  of 
the  canal.  All  Grant's  forces  said  to  be  there.  I  hope  to  get  out 
to-day,  and  will  he  }>ack  in  two  <»r  three  days  at  furthest.  Wish  to 
look  after  thingrs  at  Mobile  and  Ship  Island;  also.  Pensarola,  if  I  can. 
Nurse  your  coal  as  much  as  possible;  take  some  out  of  the  Ken- 
sinffion  if  she  ha.s  any  t4>  spare. 
Verj'  truly,  youra, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Bear-AdmiraL 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bkm.. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiml  Fan-ami^,  V ,  S.  \avu,  makitig  special  reference 
to  need  of  an  increawd  force. 

No.  40.]  .  KlAOSIIIP   HAIlT^^)RD, 

Neto  Orleans,  Frhruanf  /  ^  ISOS. 

Sm:  I  made  an  attempt  to  visit  Ship  Island,  Mobile,  and  Pensa- 
cola  Htations,  but  on  arriving  at  the  bar  we  foimd  the  water  very 
low.  Waited  one  day  and  a  }mlf  and  then  made  the  att<'?npt,  but 
got  aground,  where  we  remained  for  another  daj'  and  a  half.  Jtist 
as  I  got  over,  however,  I  received  a  teh'srain  from  OiMicral  Ranks, 
saying  that  he  thouj^ht  it  best,  in  view  olthe  news  from  VickshnrK. 
that  I  should  return  to  this  place,  which  I  did,  alter  over  a  days 
work  petting  back  over  the  bar,  and  thus  abandoned  m3'  visit  to  tho 
blockading  squadron. 

It  pains  me  nuirh  to  say  that  I  have  the  same  appeal  made  to  mo 
Irom  all  quarters,  vi^,  for  more  force.  The  ships  are  all  out  ol  coal, 
and  the  encmv  threatens  tr>  attack  us.  The  Sy/ftquehfinn/j  has  kept 
on  the  blocka<5e,  to  my  astonishment.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Colorado 
woidd  have  been  here  to  relieve  her  before  this.  My  force  in  this 
river  is  reduced  to  the  fixed  force  of  the  Pensacoln  and  Portsmouth 
and  the  Ifrtr/jorfl,  Richmond,  Knftfix.  and  three  gunboats,  viz,  Kineo, 
Albatross,  and  Winona.  This  is  a  very  small  foire  to  give  prot<'^ction 
to  the  river  coumterce  and  )>e  ready  to  pass  or  attack  the  batteriea  on 
the  river. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  does  not  think  it  nnifh'Ut  to  leave  Galveston 
without  a  shin,  and  Coimnndon'  Hitchcock  does  not  think  it  proper 
to  leave  Mobile  without  a  ship,  as  the  enemy  have  doubtless  a  much 
stronger  force  inside  than  we  have  outside.  Still,  they  would  not 
dare  come  except  on  a  very  calm  day.  The  moment  that  I  can  with- 
draw a  ship  Irom  the  river  I  will  do  so,  as  the  gunlwals  will  be  all- 
sulhcient  when  Port  Hudson  arul  Vicksluirg  are  taken  and  the  other 
high  ]}oints  on  the  river  occupied  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  lortify- 

Ling  them. 
So  long,  however,  as  there  is  a  prt)si>ect  of  our  blockaders  Ijeing 
attacked  by  ironclads  from  within  they  must  not  be  left  without  at 
least  one  sliip  of  heavy  battery,  and  unless  some  heavier  vessels  than 
gimboats  are  sent  out  to  us  I  shall  have  to  withdraw  my  shins  from 
tlie  river,  anti  place  it  out  of  my  [Miwcr  to  do  unich  at  Port  Hudsoli 
when  General  Banks  is  ready  to  move  against  that  placo, 
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The  Oneida  and  R.  H.  Cuyler  have  not  yet  returned  t-o  their  sta- 
tions. Artin^  Rpar-Admiml  Bailrv  informs  me  that  Admiral  Wilkes 
]ia<l  sent  lliem  in  cliose  uf  tiio  Alahttnut  {^i)0)  and  Fhridti  (Ortto). 

I  am  now  nearly  paralyzed  for  want  of  coal.     I  am  afraid  some  of 
our  eoal  vessels  must  have  been  captured,  as  I  wrote  for  it  some  two 
months  ago. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

'D.  Q.  FARRAmrr, 

Rmr-Adtniral. 
Hon,  Gideon  Wkm.ks, 

Secretary  of  tlw  A'oi»y,  Washin^on,  I).  0. 


I 


Report  of  Rear-Admiml  Farra^ut.  V .  &',  Navif,  urging  the  n^M  of  a 
prize  court  at  New  OHeans. 


No.  42.] 


Fi^osiur  Hahtforu, 
NfW  Orlt'fjuti,  f'\hruttni  i,i,  tSOS. 


Sir:  I  hcg  leave  to  call  the  nlientitm  of  the  Department  once 
more  to  the  threat  n<MU'Ssily  of  a  pri/e  court  in  New  Orleans. 

As  you  will  perceive  by  the  advertisement's  of  sales  at  the  North, 
the  carjjoes  of  prizes,  in  a  most  unaccountable  manner,  sell  for  almost 
nothing,  while  the  same  cargoes,  if  sold  in  New  Orleans,  would,  witli 
a  very  moderate'  degree  of  lionesty,  brtn*;  five  limes  us  much. 

I  am  informed  by  Judge  Peabody  that  lie  Is  still  in  doubt  as  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  his  c<nirt  in  pn/.e  rases,  or  as  tr>  Iiis  authority  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  the  tooda  for  the  benelit  of  thoMc  whiun  it  may 
couceni.  1  trust  that  llie  Government  will  soon  take  action  on 
this  subject. 

\  ery  re,sj>ectiidly,  your  obedient.  stTvaiiL. 

D.  G.  KAKUAiaiT, 

Rea*'- Admiral, 
lion.  GiuEON  Welles. 

Secretary  of  tiu  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiml  Fnrnujut,  I' .  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  AUten,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  explain  cause  of  detention  of  U.  S.  S.  Clifton. 

Flaomiip  Hartford, 
New  Orham,  February  12,  ISGH. 

Captain:  I  sent  up  five  days  aj;o  for  the  Clijinn  to  go  roun<!  to 
the  Missbtsip[)i  Sounn,  where  there  is  no  vessel,  the  Jachxon  having 
broken  down,  and  the  rebels  are  said  t-o  he  removing  the  barriers 
8o  as  to  make  a  raid  upon  Ship  Island.  The  onh'r  was  sent  up  by 
one  of  vonr  ollicers,  wno  was  going  up  in  the  Jhen^ilh.  Why  the 
Clifton  has  not  come  down  I  can  not  imagine.  If  anything  luippens 
to  them  in  confleqiienee  of  the  iionromplianc(«  with  tliis  order,  thai 
ofTicer  or  someone  else  will  be  held  responsible  for  it. 

I  am  told  by  Commodore  Morri*;  that  he  has  sent  two  orders  since 
to  you  and  Lieut«nant-C\>nmmnder  Law  to  conic  down  inmicdiat«lyj 
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and  yet  she  comes  not.     Wliat  U  the  imitter*     Send  her  down  on 
the  riM^ript  of  this. 

Very  rcspoctfuJIy, 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Rear'Ailmiral. 
Captain  Jamrs  Alden, 

V,  a.  a.  Hichnwnd^  Baton  Rouge.  i 


Order  of  Rear-Adtnmd  Farrfitjut,  U.  6*.  Navy,  to  Aciing  Master  Spear^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V .  S.  schoontr  Corypkeus. 

February  II,  1863. 
^SIR:  YoTi  will  proceed  to  Ship  Islaml  and  deliver  sueli  disput<*hes 
or  articles  iis  yuit  may  liave  for  that  |)lace.  You  will  then  }jo  off 
Mobile  and  deliver  dispalrlies  to  CoiMinodore  Hiteheock  and  then 
t(i  Pensaeola  with  the  sHme  view.  After  deliverinfj  all  your  dis- 
patches t4i  ConinHMlore  Smith,  then  retuni  and  jjo  in  to  l-ake  Pont- 
chartrain  and  keep  up  the  nolice  of  the  lake,  exiiniinint;  Hie  papers 
of  all  vessels  fruin  New  Orleans  to  any  point  outside  of  our  lines. 
Seize  all  vessels  ihut.  liuvi-  not  proper  [mpers  si^ne<l  hy  (Jeneral  Hanks 
anil  the  tMnllector  i>f  eustoms  iind  the  (-onuiDindint;  naval  otiieer  at 
this  phire,  corresputHlinj;  with  llie  ear^o  found  on  noard. 
Very  respectfully, 

V>.  G.  FARaAOUT. 

Acting  Mast^T  Spear, 

Commtindmy  Coryphrus. 

All  veHs<'ls  are  permitted  to  come  to  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiwl  Fnmujui,  f'.  S,  Xai*y,  tn  the  commandnni 
navy  yard,  I'cmacvla,  reyardiny  miusurrH  of  prottciion. 

Ki-Ausnip  IIartkohd, 
Nnr  Orleans,  Fehninnf  2,  t863, 

Oommoimihb:  Your  communication  in  rehui<tn  t*)  the  himber,  etc., 
has  been  received.  You  were  all  rif^ht  about  the  lunif>er:  do  not 
permit  them  to  take  anv  away,  and  if  the  bark  Villf  Fninche  should 
return  to  this  part  of  the  world  we  wUI  indict  hiT  for  tn'spass,  etc. 

As  to  the  protection  of  the  yard,  T  consider  it  ju«t  as  .safe  hh  it 
would  be  willi  150  marines;  that  is  ti*  say,  it.**  safety  must  depend 
upon  the  vessels  and  not  upon  the  force  in  the  yard.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  niarine.s  would  be  as  easily  overpowered  by  the  tiiousand 
Confederate  troops,  of  which  you  speak,  as  y4»ur  30.  The  jruns  of 
the  Potomac  and  the  Amhrxan  and  Ham.  linnxttm  sweepinj;  tlie  wall 
seems  to  me  sufbcient  to  j)rotect  the  yard  from  assault,  or  to  de.str(»y 
the  enemy  if  he  got  possession  and  attemptt^d  to  retain  it  ov  make 
his  escape  out  of  it. 

It  is  not  only  iMit  of  my  power  to  cive  all  the  force  required  by 
the  commandei's  of  each  place  or  blocKade,  but  it  is  equally  out  of 
the  powi'r  of  thf  (iiivcr  itmcnl,  I  can  therefore  only  jjive  what  I 
itkijik  enough  tu  perform  tlio  work  atisigued  them  and  trust  to  Uicm 
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to  do  their  duty.  The  guard  in  the  yard  is  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  protHTty  under  ordinBr>'  circumstances,  and  should  rotire 
to  the  shtpH  when  the  enemy  make  a  forniidahle  attack  on  the  yard. 
The  ships  will  afford  them  security,  and  can  with  equal  certainty 
destroy  the  enemy.     I  hope  you  will  have  no  difUculty. 

D.  G.'Farra«i*t. 
Commodore  Smith. 


Order  oj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Gohhhoroii^h,  U.  S. 
Na\»j,  commanding  U .  S.  6'.  (-olorafio. 

Navy  Dki'aut.mrnt,  t'ehrttnri/  IS,  tS^S. 
Sih:  Proceed  with  the  II.  S.  steam  frigate  Cnlnnuln  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  report  to  Rcor-Admiral  FaiTa^it  for  duty,     Touch  at 
Key  West,  ana  from  that  place  [jroceed  off  Mobile. 
I  am,  rebpoctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuE<}N  Welles, 

Secrftartf  of  Utr  Navy. 
Captain  .T.  U.  Golhsbobouoh, 

Commanding  i\  6'.  Stfam  Frigate  Colorado,  iVeti'  York, 


Report  of  Majnr-Oeneral  Bank/t,  V.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart" 
ment  of  (hr  Gulf,  retjartHn^  miiiiary  operati<m«. 

Ukaiiqvarters  Dei'ARTMENT  of  the  GubK, 

JVew  Orleans,  La.,  Fthruary  12,  ISGS. 
General:  Upon  the  enclosed  map*  I  have  marked  the  military 
operations  upon  which  the  Torches  under  my  command  are  eii^jut^ed. 
Tlie  chief  mnvement  is  by  the  Bayoti  PlacjUemine  and  the  Atcnaf- 
alaya  to  the  Red  River  an<l  the  MississippL 

******* 

Tliis  enterprise  is  intrusted  to  General  Emory,  who  has  already 
commenced  the  movement.  *  ♦  *  About  .1,000  men  will  be 
engaged  in  this  service,  the  full  strength  that  can  be  conveyed  on 
our  transport's  with  two  cimboats  and  several  armed  launches.  At 
the  same  time  General  Weitzel  is  moving  un  the  Bayou  Teclie  to 
intercept  the  rebel  force  at  Franklin  ana  capture,  if  possible,  the 
rebel  steamers  wliich  aiti  at  that  pouit.  About  4,000  men  are  en- 
gaged in  this  expedition. 

*  *  *  Admiral  Farragut  will  altivck  th<'  works  on  the  river, 
and  will  probably  run  the  batteries  with  one  or  more  veasois.  placing 
lis  in  communication  with  fones  above. 

We  have  a  report  to-day  from  Baton  Rouge  that  one  of  our  gun- 
boaU  had  run  below  Vicksbur^  as  far  as  Ren  River,  capturing  Iliree 
of  the  enemy's  aupplj'  vessels. 

******  ^ 

The  naval  an<l  wnt^er  transportation  here  is  lamentably  deficient; 
this  should  be  sujiiiUed  without  delay.  We  require  constant  com- 
munication with  Pensaooia,  Ship  Island,  Galveston,  and  the  Rio 
Grande  by  blockading  ships  or  transports.  The  naval  force  is  very 
weak  for  this  ser^'ic^.  and  should  be  strengtheued  at.  once.     The 


•»*•  -.. 


*  Not  found. 
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iiiimhfr  of  vessels  that  can  l>e  emnUiyod  In  l.ranK[K)rl  service  i.s  very 
small  — wholly  uisufficient  when  llic  doinumlH  of  tlio  river  are  con- 
sidered in  nadition  to  those  of  the  coast,  and  ombarrosscs  all  our 
movements. 

Much  solicitude  has  hecn  felt  in  regiard  to  the  safety  of  Sliip  [slant!. 
It  is  rc|>ort«d  to  us  from  Mohilc  that  xeverul  ironclnds  «rc  rcudy  Lo 
p>  out,  and  that  iin  attack  may  he  expected.  There  iire  but  two 
naval  vessels  there,  luith  saihng  ships.  TIk'  place  ciin  ntti  1h>  de- 
fended, except  as  a  naval  post.  1  have  done  what  I  could  to  mount 
the  K"i»s,  and  hoi)e  it  may  be  safe.     *     *     *  ' 

1  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  re-apect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Afajor-Oeneral,  ( 'omniamiin4j. 

Major-General  Hai.i.eck. 

Commander  in  Chifj,  V.  8.  Army. 


Hfport  ttf  Hrigadifr-Ofneral  W'ritzel,  U .  S.  Army,  rr^infing  operations 
in  tin-  Afrhnfoiaya  /Ura: 

T)kpt.  <»f  thk  GtTLF.  Hi)QRs.  Seoono  Brto.,  Fm-sT  Div., 

Camp  Stfren.<t.  Im.,  Frbninry  IS,  186S, 
G»NRHAI.:  In  accordance  witli  your  instni<'li«)ns  of  yesterday  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Brashear  City  last  night.  I  found  the  OMna  gone,  under 
vour  order,  and  at  once  ordered  the  Kin»man,  with  Lieutenant 
[Frank  W.]  Loriii^  un  board,  to  overhaul  the  Diana,  and  both  to 
iiiiike  a  reconnoLssance  of  Butte-a-la-Uose  together.  I  have  full  and, 
I  think,  perfectly  accurate  information  of  the  landing  at  Indian  Bend. 
A  steamer  dmwinf;  0  feet  can  get  no  closer  than  3  miles  from  the 
shore.     The  Kinjtiruin,  drawing  4  feet,  can  get  witliin  a  mile. 

The  gunboats  which  attack  in  front  must  have  a  force  on  shore  to 
dear  out  rillc  pits  and  to  assist  in  removing  the  two  very  serious 
obstniclions  in  the  channel  of  the  Teche  or  they  can  not  get  within 
range  of  the  enemy  at  all. 

I  am,  general, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Wkitzki,, 
Brigadier-General,  V .  S.  Volunteers,  Commaiuiiiuj  Brigade. 

Mujor-Cieneral  C.  C.  Auot'R, 

Commanding  Divimon. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  an  expedition  to-night  to  capture,  if  possi- 
ble, some  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  through  them,  if  possible,  gel 
information. 


[Tctegnun-l 

La  ForRciiE,  La., 
Sir;  The  following  dlsi>atch  has  been  received: 


BrigiMlicr-Gencnil  WErrxEL: 


Brashear  Cnr,  I^*..  Fthnutry  IS,  1863^10  p.  m. 


'Vhe  KinsHtan  Uas  ivtumcd,  having  cummunical^d  with  the  Diana.    The  Diatux  capturad 
uiie  of  FuU»r'a  negnjM,  wlio  mya  ibcre  slTB  three  guns  in  Butle-il-la-Ro«p,  comnuuiOBd  by 
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Bur)Niiil(.  lolo  of  (Iw  CoUun,  and  manned  by  thr*  Cation's  crfw,  wipnortcvi  by  four  or  fivp 
wmipniiies  nf  infnutn'-  <.'ni>liiiii  Wiguin  savs  all  ll»»  |M»inbi  on  Uio  Inko  iii'*  utmrigly  pk-k- 
tU-d,  and  ul  (nc)ian  R4>im1  ttii-n'  «n'  tlin-f  'J4-ii 


8o'r|<N-k  in  Ok-  moniing  l»  t'xumJiK'  Imliuii  tit-ntl.     Cnpti 


f  'J4-]M>inirli'rK  in  noMtinn.     I  {)ro|)i 
iuii  tit-ntl.     (.'nptMin  WiceinS  infom 


igginS  i'nfonnAtion  U  mm 


Major-Genera  I  Avoitr. 


A,  P.  COOKK, 

Lintienn  nt-i^ammamler. 


Order  of  Ueor-Atimintl  Fornu/nt,  V .  S.  Nuvu,  to  OavUi'th  Ahhn,  T'.  S. 
Navif,  to  assume  command  of  the  MobiU  blockadr. 

Ki^osnip  Hartford, 
Uew  Orlfanjt,  t'ebntar^  tS,  iS6S. 

Sir:  You  wil!  pmcood  williout  delay  "f^  Moltilc  witli  the  vessel 
under  your  consnitind  iiiul  relieve  romnnHittre  K.  B.  lliU'lieiK-k  in 
the  eoniiiiHnd  of  llie  hUn-kiuh'  oF  that  ptirl.* 

Keeeiit  itilrHi^cnce  rtN-eived  from  deserters  iudiices  me  to  helieTe 
that  the  enemy  have  two  ironehids  and  four  i>r  five  gimhoats  which 
are  proteoteil  with  iron. 

Tlie  coniimmder  of  the  Jtxckmn  was  of  the  opinion  wlien  he  lef^tlie 
vieinity  of  Gnint's  Pass  that  tliey  were  enileavurinj;  to  clear  away 
the  obstnietiouH.  so  ns  to  ffet  into  tlie  (^[Lssissippi)  Snund  and  make 
a  raid  n{Km  Ship  Tshtnd,  wliere  we  are  prepiirin^  !<>  reeeive  them.  1 
sent  an  order  for  the  (HljUtu  to  pmceed  li»  Ship  Island  and  take  the 
Jackson's  station  in  the  .soiin<i.  and  I  will  send  thr*  Sachtm  as  soon  as 
she  is  repaired,  perhaps  a  week  henee,  My  own  impression,  however, 
is  tlial  Admiral  Huehaniin  will  take  advuntu^'e  of  the  lii-st  very  ealni, 
dark  nijjht  to  attack  tlie  blockuder^r  and  is  making  a  feint  on  Grant's 
Pass  to  distract  our  forces.  You  will  therefore  kee]i  a  good  lo4>kotit 
for  both  attacks,  lead  him  ofT  (if  he  comes  outside)  as  fsr  as  possilde, 
and  1  tliiiik  the  ironclads  will  lind  it  diflicult  to  get  back.  I  would 
have  a  few  15  and  20  pound  cylindery  prepared  for  the  solid  shot  to 
uae  on  them,  as  they  are  said  lo  be  of  -i-iuch  iron. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  remain, 
Your  obedient  servantj 

D.  G.  Karraoi:t, 

Htar-Admital. 

Commander  .Tamks  Aldkn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


1  nfttructioDit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nfiiy  to  Rcor- Admiral  Farm^tt, 
U.  S.  Navy,  reffardin^  cases  requiring  ofJtciaJ  inrrsHgaiion. 

Navt  DEPART>tENT,  February  14,  186S. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  several  dispatches  i-especling  the  disaster 
at  Galveston,  you  are  informed  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department 
that  the  conduct  of  the  sur\'i^'ing  ollicer»  should  he  investigated  by  a 
eourt-martiaL 


*S«  revocation  of  fhi»  order,  fpbniary  20, 1HII3. 
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Tilt'  ofTu'cr  mentioned  in  voiir  No.  32  who  corroborated  the  enemy's 
exftgfjprntcd  atutenient  of  tlie  losses  on  hoiird  llio  ffarritt  fjiru'  s]iould 
also  Ik'  trit'd  by  coiirt-martiivl,  as  well  as  Acting  Muster  Htiniuiin. 
should  he  be  relea^^ed  and  aguiri  conio  under  your  eomniiind. 

The  loss  of  the  vessels  at  Sahine  Pass  requires  invest ij^ation,  should 
the  oilieer-s  And  crew  ho  released  and  reji>in  you,  and  the  culpable 
ollicers,  if  they  deserve,  should  he  rourt-inurtialed. 

You  s!>eiik  in  your  N*>.  Kt  of  hrinjrintr  Captain  Unzai-d  before  a 
court.  Ills  case  should  he  iuvcsl ij^tilcd  hy  ti  court  of  i'u<|uiiy,  and 
if  the  facts  warrant  it  he  shouJd  he  sent  home  for  the  further  action 
i»r  the  Depariment. 

The  estrftpe  of  the  (frHo  appears  to  be  a  matter  deserving  oflicial 
enquiry. 

The  M nnoiiijalif'hi  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  '?d  instant  for  your 
.s<[ua(lron.  (\iptaiii  McKiustry's  oniers  are  to  proceed  to  New 
Orleans,  UnM'hutg  at  Key  West  or  Huvauii. 

The    Lorhnrantm   also  sailed    from    Hampton    ICouds  on   the  7th 
instant  for  your  sqinulnm.     Captain  Mnrchtnid's  orders  are  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Gulf  and  report  to  you,  touchinji  ut  Key  West. 
1  am,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant. 

GiPEON  Weixes, 

Secrtiiinj  of  the  Nttvy. 

Uear-Admiral  0.  O.  Fatiraoit. 

Coiuiltf.   W'tat  iinlj  lilitrl-flfj.  Sfjiiadron ,  N rw  Orleafut. 


L^ter  from  Hear-Ailmiral  Farmgui,   I' .  S.  Xavy,  to  Capfain  AWen, 

U.  S.  Xdvif,  rffcrrintf  U>  the  Mobile  block'tuit  ami  possible  attack  upon 

Ship  Island. 

FLAOMHir  IIartkohii, 
New  Orham^  Fchruarxf  15,  tS63. 

Dear  Captain:  1  find  tlmt  white  I  was  worried  to  death  about  the 
Clifton  she  had  nin  down  pnst  the  city  and  the  first  news  I  heard  of 
her  she  was  ki  Shij>  Islatul,  ami  as  thai  was  the  place  I  waulei!  lier  I 
foi"give  alt  the  ilehntiucncies  which  nmv  not  have  occurred  in  <'ori- 
veyin^  the  orders  to  her.  Hut  you  will  have  to  j;o  and  take  the  place 
of  Hitchcock,  whose  vessel  is  entirely  broken  down,  an<I  he  has  now 
been  on  the  blockade  some  six  weeks  and  is  afraid  to  leave  the  sta- 
tion, although  he  i^  in  the  most  helpless  condition.  You  nmst  there- 
fore t»et  round  there  as  s<M>n  as  possible.  It  is  the  only  place  I  have 
any  fear  of  an  attack,  and  we  must  have  n  vessel  there  reaiiy  to  meet 
the  foive  uf  Buchanan.  They  will  not.  in  my  opinion,  at  tempi  to 
come  out  of  (irant's  Pass  and  attack  Ship  Island,  and  if  they  do 
Maili^^un  says  he  is  ready  for  them.  The  Ciijfnn  and  Jitrk'.ton  ought 
to  he  able  to  kce}j  them  in  chet:k  in  the  sound.  The  moment  the 
Coloradn  arrives  I  will  order  you  back  into  the  river,  urdess  Porter 
succeeds  in  getting  down  by  tfie  reduction  of  Vicksburg:  then  I  think 
all  the  other  places  will  fall,  but  I  am  now  urging  the  general  U*  make 
a  demonstration  ujmn  [Port]  Hudson,  and  T  was  in  hopes  to  do  it 
before  you  left,  luit  now  T  find  that  I  can  not  postpone  the  relief  of 
Commodore  Hitchcock  any  longer,  a-s  the  demorali;ting  effect  would 
be  too  great  if  any  disaster  wa«  to  happen  at  Mobile. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  vessels  were  not  sunk  oflf  Charleston, 
but  are  all  safe  iu  Port  Koyal.     There  is  no  end  to  the  demoralizing 
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nifluence  of  our  disaster  at  Galveston  uj)Oii  tho  Nnvy  and  the  embold- 
eumeut  of  the  enemy.     We  uiuat  wipe  it  out  by  a  perfect  smash. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  C   FAllRACiUT, 

Jietir-Athnir*il. 
Captain  Jamks  Alukn, 

ComuMJidintj  U .  S.  S.  IHrhnumd. 


Reitort  of  Cnmmodore  Hell,  U.  S.  Navy,  aiving  information  rtceived^ 
from  rejugreft  from  GalwHUm  regardintf  thr  Hteamer  Ilarrift  Laiie. 

V.  S.  Steam  Six>op  Brooklyn, 
Off  Galveston,  Fehrmnj  }5.  ifiSS. 

Sir:  Two  German  i"efugecs  escanocl  from  Galveston  tn  the  block- 
ading ve-ssels  on  the  0th  instant.  Ptiey  inFunned  me  that  tlie  relMils 
availed  theuwelves  of  the  high  rise  of  water  in  the  bay  t*n  the  ISth 
January  to  low  the  stenmer  Han-let  Lane  up  to  Ilarrislmi^;  that 
they  could  not  work  her  machinery.  They  did  not  know  this  of 
thetr  own  observation,  l)ut  from  h(*arsay,  as  they  lay  eonc4*ale<l  in  a 
house  ever  since  1st  January. 

1  think  it  very  probable,  as  their  slorj'  agrees  in  part  with  what 
we  have  heartl  about  her  machinery.  In  that  case,  we  are  entirely 
deceived  as  to  the  vessel  seen  above  the  city,  and  which  we  have 
taken  for  the  Harnel  iMne. 

These  men  sav  the  ram  Bayou  Vitxj,  which  we  see  daUv,  was  clad 
at  Houston.  Tliey  have  seen  her.  tier  hull  is  covered  (forward) 
with  iron  and  the  deck  liunicaded  with  cutton. 

We  obser\'e  three  ur  four  other  boats  barricaded  in  the  same 
manner,  but  she  is  believed  tn  I>e  the  only  ram  they  have  at  present. 
They  may  intend  to  transform  the  Uarriet  Lanf  into  a  ram:  other- 
wise T  can  not  account  for  her  renutval  from  the  bay. 

The  ScioUi  and  iiaKca  returned  from  Aransas  and  Lavaca  on  the 
6th  instant,  having  seen  the  Arthur  and  Kilintinny.  At  Velaseo 
they  exchanged  shots  with  a  battery  af  three  gims,  where  they 
ol>served  about  400  troops. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Sabine  Pass  since  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Read's  letter  of  the  :JOtb  January. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  KervanI, 

IT.  II.  Bell, 

Commodore , 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Btoelcd^.  Squadron,  Nev^  (Means,  La. 


OeneraJ  order  of  Rear' Admiral  Famxgut,  U.  S.  Nmyy. 

General  Orders,  I  Flagship  ITartpord, 

No.  L  I  New  OHfana,  Februury  tO,  I8SS. 

Hereafter  no  officer  will  be  permitted  to  remain  out  of  his  ship 
after  12  o'clock  (midnight)  e.xcopt  with  the  special  permission  of 
his  comnmnding  officer. 
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No  ollicor  whatever  will  absent  luniseir  from  his  vessel  beyond 
Iweiity-fotir  Iiours  without  »perial  permission  from  the  admiral  or 
w^iior  onicer  |Jit\'^'iit. 

AH  f)fncers  of  the  Navy  in  New  Orleans  !iut  attaehed  to  vessels 
off  the  city  will  report  themselves  daily,  at  K)  n.  in.,  t*)  the  ariniiral 
or  senior  otfieer  present. 

TtiJH  general  order  will  be  strictly  enforced,  aud  all  infringements 
thereof  will  be  punished  with  the  greatest  severity. 

U.  <i.  Fakuagct. 
liear-Athnirnl,  (■nmmaiiJhuf. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farmtfut',  V.  S.  Navy,  to' Commodore  Be//, 
U.  S.  Navij,  to  leave  the  blockade  oj  Galveston  in  charge  of  senior 
officer. 

Fi^OHHii'  Haktfoko, 
Ojf  Xtir  Orhatiff,  Ffhruarij  10,  hS03. 

Sik:  You  will,  on  the  reeeipt  of  this  order,  make  your  arrange- 
ments for  leaving  the  blockade  of  tialveston  under  tlie  eliarge  of 
the  senior  ofiieer,  with  at  least  tliree  gxinboats,  unle^  you  an?  satis- 
fied tliat  the  arrangements  made  by  the  enemy  are  of  siillirient 
magnitude  to  rec[uire  a  larger  force  Ui  resist  an  attack  from  within. 
In  such  case  you  will  withdraw  the  vessels  from  .Sabine  Pass,  or  one 
of  them,  witfi  orders  for  the  other  to  cniise  farther  oiT  land,  so  as 
to  prevent  an  attack  by  tlie  river  boats.  I  can  hardlv  suppose  that 
four  gunboats  would  ntjt  be  able  to  eucounter  successfully  any  force 
the  rebels  can  send  out  of  Galveston. 

I  hope  to  have  the  Owfisco  down  to  join  in  the  blockade  before 
you  leave,  but  do  not  wait  for  her  unless  there  i^  some  absolute 
necessity  for  your  doing  so. 

Ven,'  respectfully,  j'our  oliedlent  servant, 

D.  O.  Farbagut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Commanding  Texan  Blockade. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  St.  Natn/,  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  S, 
Navy,  cotamaiultntj  U .  S.  S.  Mi4(iiif<»ippi,  to  proceed  to  Baton  Rouge. 

FLAOSHir  IUbtford, 
Ne^v  Orleans,  P^ehrttary  16,  18GS. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  your  sliip  Is  ready  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to 
Baton  Rouge,  taking  in  tow  one  of  the  mortar  vessels.  On  your 
arrival  there  you  will  relieve  Commander  James  Alden  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  at  that  place  and  deliver  to  him  the  orders 
herewith  fonvarded. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Faruaout. 
Rear- Admiral y  Commanding. 
Captain  M.  S.mith. 

CommandiTig  V .  S.  H.  Aiissitt^ippi. 
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iTistntctions  fn>m  the  Briiish  commander  in  ekief  in  tJte  West  Indies 
to  hw  eontnuiiul'mg  officers  regarding  ike  Ugid  status  of  tJie  Federal 
hloci-ade. 

Circular]  H.  B.  M.  S.  Nn.E, 

Btrniudn,  FeHnutnj  t6,  tSiiS. 

Sir:  Tho  rrcont  shiptiRMit  of  Iroasurr  from  llic*  blorkailisi  pdrt  of 
Mobile  hv  \\vt  Miijesty's  ship  VrsuinHs,  on  the  gnmiui  tlmt  it  was 
certiliecl  \v  her  Mujestv's  consul  to  he  liomi  lidf  Hritish  pitjpt'ity. 
having  convitu'cd  ino  llitit  au  iTroueuus  iitipn\ssion,as  to  the  le^al 
elTerl  of  ii  properly  eniisLiiul4'<l  hloekude  loo  {^(Micrally  prevails, 
I  deem  it  ri^tit  to  poiiil  oul  to  tlte  ollieers  in  eontiimnd  of  ships  tinder 
mv  orders  ihut  even  communication  l>v  neutral  shins  of  war  with 
a  Mockaded  port  is  permissive  only,  anil  to  he  rejjarued  as  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  more  rij^id  rule  of  war  whicli  formerly  ohtuined.  and 
wiiieh  would  probably  bo  aicain  reverted  lo  in  a  jjreat  niurilinie 
war;  and  further,  that  ships  ot  war. so  connnuiiieatin^  are  not  investwl 
with  a  shadow  of  ri^ht  to  emhiirk  any  property  with  the  object  of 
passing;  the  blockade.  The  captains  of  Iier  Majesty's  shins  under 
my  orders  are  therefore,  unless  at  the  requisition  n\  her  Majesty's 
mniister  at  WashiiiL'loii,  or  with  the  written  permission  of  the  oUiceT 
conunanding  the  blockading  squadron,  which  they  are,  however,  on 
no  account  to  seek  or  ask  for  tneniselves,  t^)  refuse  to  receive  for  tl»e 
above  jnirpose  any  specie  or  other  goods,  whether  bona  lide  British 
or  not,  except  the  onicial  dispatches  of  British  and  French  consids, 
and  those  of  such  con^iidar  officers  of  other  poweiN  in  amity  with  tho 
United  Stat^»s  as  are  sent  out  in  their  onicial  capacity,  anti  paid  by 
their  n^spec.tive?  government.s.  arul  who  are  not  enpaf^jei!  in  trade. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  Albx.  Aln.NE. 

Vice-Adudral  and  Commander  in  Cliief. 


Commodore  BeU^ 
'fstoji. 


Letter  from  Rear-AdmlraJ  Farraffuf.  V .  S.  Navy,  to 
U.  S.  Navy,  urging  the  rr.tahing  of  linhe 

Fl.\08UIP    HARTFOni*, 

New  Orleans,  Ff.hnutnj  17,  1SGS, 
Dear  Commodore:  I  have  sent  you  orders  to  come  up  by  the 
Union,  but  left  it  lo  your  discretion  as  to  the  force.  It  seenis  to 
me  that  three  ^nhoats  should  he  able  to  blockade  the  Harriet 
iMur  and  the  port.  The  thing  that  ^live-s  ine  t!ie  greatest  trouble 
is  how  to  recapture  the  place.  What  is  the  fore*  in  the  shape  of 
guns  and  soldiers,  an<l  how  are  they  placed? 

I  will  send  the  Owo^co  down  iu  a  ew  days,  and  tben  you  can  plaoo 
four  off  Galveston  ami  two  olf  Sabine.     I  onlv  wish  I  had  more. 

I  have  only  tliree  in  the  river  and  they  fare]  all  lame.  Mra.  F. 
said  she  wo-s  going  to  see  Mi's.  Bell  so  soon  as  the  weather  cleared  a 
little.  If  you  could  onlv  retake  Galveston  it  wi)uld  gain  your  spurs. 
I  am  exercised  to  the  TuUejiit  extent  of  my  power.  Alden  is  goii»g 
out  to  relieve  Hitchcock,  who  is  in  a  most  disabled  state.  There 
IS  nothing  particular  from  Porter  and  Gratit.  Ellet  Ls  keeping  the 
river  ch?ar  nelow  Vicksburg  to  Port  Hudson. 

Yoiu-s,  truly,  D.  G.  Farraout. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 


^^ST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


617 


Extract  from  report  0/  Major-OeneraJ  Banka,  U.  S.  Army,  re.^rding 

military  opirations. 

llEAiKjrAnTRRfi  Depaktmknt  op  the  Gulp, 

New  OrUajix,  hi..  Fehruanj  W,  JStfS. 
Sir:  Since  my  dispakh  of  the  I2th  instant,  sent  hy  the  CrommeU. 
[the  general  plun  of  operations  therein  intiicated  has  been  followed 
out,  slowly.  in»leed,  but  \^  ith  as  much  rapidity  as  the  natural  obstacles 
have  pennitted. 

♦  *•**♦* 

A  reconnoissanre  made  from  Berwick  Bay  by  the  gunboat  Diana 
deveh>ps  the  Faet  that  all  tlii'  routes  from  Indian  VilUije  U\  Lake 
Chicot,  [T*a.],  are  blocked  by  drift  for  a  distance  of  ;j  mile.-*.  The 
pinhoat-s  conid  not  pass  the  lirst.  acciiniulalion. 

w  *  •  ♦**  *  * 

Very  respectfuUv,  your  most  obedient  sen'ant, 

N.  V.  Banks. 
M  ajor-Generat,  Com  manding. 
Major-deneral  Hau.ecr, 

iienerai  in  CkUj,  Washinglon,  I).  O. 


Rewtrt  of  IJeutenant  Watson,  U .  S.  Nai^,  regarding  the  imjHtssibiUiy 
for  tniti^pttrts  of  liayou  Sorref  and  Upper  Grand  River  on  account  oj 
drijtwwm. 

Plaqveuime,  IjA.,  February  17,  1863, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  on  the  morning  of 
the  Hith  instant,  with  t^e  Uartjord'n  launch,  armed  with  one  heavy 
rj-poiindcr  boat  howitzer,  and  llie  ironclad  jjinibuat  BatTataria,  down 
Bayou  Phujuemine,  for  tlic  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability 
of  tTaiis[K]rliiii^  troops  Ihroui^ii  Bayou  Sorrel  and  Lake  ('hic<»t. 
About  12  miles  below  Indian  \  illajje,  in  Bayou  Sorrel.  I  found  a  raft 
of  driftwood  one-fourth  of  &  mile  in  length.  A  short  distance  below 
this  I  found  another  raft  of  driftwood  \l  miles  in  length,  and  learned 
through  well-disposed  citizens  of  several  miles  of  other  driftwood,  and 
that  tlie  portion  of  Lake  Chicot  called  the  bay  is  lilled  up  with  the 
arcumulalcMl  drift  of  two  seas<>ns.  I  therefore  report  to  you  that  it 
i-s  not,  in  my  opinion,  practicable  to  traiusjjort  troops  through  I^ake 
Chicot  and  Bayou  S^trrel.  I  would  also  most  respectfully  state  that 
in  my  opinion  the  transportation  of  troops  through  Upper  Orand 
River  Is,  for  similar  reasons,  impracticable.  \j\  my  opinion  the  only 
way  of  rendering  this  bayou  navigable  for  iransporta  is  by  removing 
the  driftwood,  which  work  shouhl  commence  in  that  part  of  Lake 
Chicot  called  the  bay. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  C.  Watson, 
Lieuifnant,  U .  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Nam!  part  oj  the  Expedition, 

Brigadier-General  Emoky,  U.  S.  Army. 
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|TKluKnuii.J 

La  FovnciiE,  La. 
The  foUowuig  tiisputch  hna  just  beon  received: 

Brashear  City,  la.,  Ffbruaty  /7,  IttfUI. 
Tlif!  Diana  itnd  Kingman  approorhed  within  m  nuh  \>f  thv  Utrt  si  Biittc-iVln-KtMo  nnritlKT 
side  of  C^w  Uliind.  I  BttenipU'd  tu  f^t  thi>  Diana  within  Hight  of  the  fort,  but  Cuilaiii 
Guudwin  rvfiiwtl.  TIm'  Kitumcm  went  the  tiortbi-ni  iJUMMngt;  dnn-c  in  5  pickets,  lUiu  **» 
Htupuixl  bv  Nhur]wlt<K>U'rH,  ItiftinnHtimi  fniiii  the.  luhiihitaiilM  appiin'nlly  rimliniw  infur- 
niatiiin  iM^fnre  rereived  thai  the  fun-e  at  DiKlp-i-lh-HoH:?  di»e.H  not  cxcwd  wx  roiiiuiuiif^ 
Hiui  four  piff-('.H  of  urlill'^r^'.  A  thurouKh  rvriMiiiuissiiiKv  wiki  iiimlt>  of  thi*  roiitt-  t**  uidiuii 
V'illap'.  AftiT  punhiiig  through  one  ilrift.  we  fnuiid  two  olhi>rM  pxtpnditi^  as  fiir  km  uiw 
roiila  see.  It  vfm  itiip(>**ihli-  Ui  wiiplnito  tlwin.  Cojiinujllirntiitii  with  (Jortcral  Kim>n-  is 
tUerfftKC  ciret-lually  him-kfd.  'liiu  water  itt  everj'wlidre  rtbtiig,  tlmxiiag  what  htlL*  land 
LberR  is. 

&lflet  reapi-ctfully, 

Frakk  W.  Loumg, 

•  Aiti-4r-f'tttnp. 

0.  Weitzel, 
Brigadier-Gen^ntl,  V .  S.  VolunUers^ 
Mftjor-General  C.  C.  Avgur. 


Report  of  Hear-Admirai  Farraaut,  V.  S.  Navy,  denmng  ihr  report  oj 
Oie  escape  oj  Uie  nUamer  Harriet  Lane  from  Galvestan  Bay. 

No.  48.]  Flagship  ILuitfvrd, 

New  Orleans,  February  17,  1S6S. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  3d  instant,  relative  to  the  reported 
es(*a{>e  uf  the  liajriel  Lmie  from  Galveatoii,  1  have  to  reply  liiat  tlie 
Harriet  Lane  was  in  Galvefltun  Bay  at  the  last  aceouiiLs  from  that  t|uar- 
t-er,  and  it  is  supposed  that  her  battery  was  landod  for  the  forU. 

I  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  my  orders*  to  (\iminodore  H.  H.  Bell, 
who  was  off  Galveston  Bar  in  the  Brooklyn  as  soon  as  it  was  pussible 
for  Ills  ship  to  reach  there.  He  sailed  from  here  in  a  few  hours  after 
we  reccivoti  the  news,  but  as  you  will  nt^rceive  from  the  lettiT  of  CV)ni- 
modorc  Bell  h^  did  not  consider  tho  noHUj  ho  had  of  thi*  right  kind, 
without  the  assistance  of  lighter  draft  vessels  t*»  assist  them,  and 
every  day  has  given  the  enemy  immense  intrease  of  power  to  resist. 
The  Clifton  ana  Sachem  were  so  disabled  by  the  sea,  and  the  latter 
b}'  shooting  away  her  propeller,  that  I  was  unable  to  give  him  any 
other  vessels  ilifii\  ihose  I  did. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aen'ant, 

D.  G.  Fauracjitt, 

Rear- A  dviiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkli.bs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secreiary  of  the  Natyy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farrayut,  U.  S. 

Naiyy,  responding  to  a  request  for  an  increased  number  of  rcyalar 

officers. 

Navy  Depautme.n-t,  Fehruary  IS,  1863. 

Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  2Sth  ultimu.  in  relation  to  the  equipment 
and  manning  of  our  vessels  of  war  and  the  want  uf  utficera  m  the 
squadron  under  your  command,  has  been  received. 
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In  reference  to  tliis  last  aubject  you  state  that  was  the  case 
rweiillv  in  tJu'  affafr  of  llif  HarriH  Lunf.  It  is  stali'<l  tliat  she  whs 
surrciulmMi  l)y  a  mawter'a  inat«,  and  perhaps  the  wamp  was  the  caso 
of  the  Ifafterax.'- 

You  were  probably  not  aware  that  there  were  three  actinemastera 
on  board  of  the  HarnH  Lane  at  tlie  time  of  her  surrender.  Two  act- 
ing; masters  who  had  resigned  their  appointments  were  detached  from 
t!ie  Ihitltrtjs  and  permitted  t^i  return  fiome  [irevioua  to  her  saiUn*; 
for  (Jalveston.  An  a4tinE  nmat«r  and  ensijjn  were  on  board  of  her 
at  the  time  of  her  surrender. 

The  Deparlment  regrets  that  the  inadequate  means  at  its  disposal 
does  not  admit  of  the  supply  of  a  full  complement,  of  well-trained 
officers  to  every  vessel  of  the  Navy,  the  importance  of  which  can  not 
be  overestimated. 

Volunt<>er  officers  will  be  sent  you  as  heretofore  whenever  asked 
for,  or  whenever  the  quarterh*  returns  indicate  that  they  are  needed. 
These  returns  are  not  made  regularly  by  t}ie  cominiindcr'^  of  ( h**  ves- 
sels of  your  squadron;  fmni  many  of  tlicm  none  have  been  i-creivod. 

The  t>epart.nipnt  desires  that,  except  in  c^tmmand,  regular  oflloers. 
be  not  retained  on  board  of  storesliips. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wki.lks, 

Secretary  of  ih^.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Comdg.  West  Guif  Bkkdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La. 
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Letter  from  Comnuxlore  Bell,  (f.  S.  Nai>y,  to  tfw  French  contndar  affenl, 
acknowledging  official  correspondence. 

[EbcIimiiip.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Suk)I'  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston.  Fehruary  IS,  tSeS. 
Sib :  I  had  the  honor  to-day  of  receiving  your  note  of  the  Sth  Feb- 
ruary, informing  me  of  your  intended  departure  from  Texas,  and  that 
the  duties  of  youroirKcsns  consular  agent  (if  Franreandof  vice-cons|il 
of  Spain  will  he  performed  during  your  absence  by  Mr.  Charles  Haas, 
of  Houston,  for  Frnnr-e.  and  by  Mr.  (•'mile  .Simmfer  for  Spain. 

I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  forward  by  the  first  opportunity 
your  ofTicial  correspondence  intrusted  to  my  care  to-day. 

Wishing  you  health  and  happiness,  I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Commodore,  Commanding  U.  S,  Forces,  Coast  of  Texas. 

Monsieur  B.  Tnf-iiox, 

Consular  ^igrnt  of  France  and  Vice-l-onsul  of  Spain, 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Xavij,  to  Colonel  Dehmy,  C.  S. 
Army,  rrgarfling  communic<Uion  hiiuwi  u  officfrn  of  foreign  skipfi  of 
tfrtr  tn'M  th^ir  consuls. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Galvestmi,  February  IS,  ISO'S. 
Sir:  I  will  cheerfully  communicate  to  the  comniflnding  ofiicers  of 
foreign  ships  of  war  appearing  oil'  this  port,  and  wishing  to  cuuununi- 
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caie  witli  their  consuls,  ihe  Fuiins  to  be  observed  by  boats  vumniuni- 
cat  inu;  by  flag  of  truce,  wliicb  were  agre<Hl  upon  by  Colonel  Cook  and 
myself. 

I  havp  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Commnjulhig  V.  8.  ForctB,  Coast  of  Texas. 

Colonel  X.  B.  Debray.  C.  S.  ^Vnuy, 

Commanding  Coujederate  Forces,  Oalveston,  Tex, 


Letter  from  Rtxir- Admiral  Farrawil,  tf.  S.  Namj,  U}  Coiiunudwre  Bell^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  regretting  his  inabiiity  to  Bend  veeeelti. 

Fuvcjsmr  IIartford. 
Nev^  Orlmvn,  Febrnanj  If),  tSt},^. 

DearCommoimjre:  Yourdispatelie^  by  the  Itasca  have  (his  moment 
been  received.  Just  as  the  f'nion  was  about  to  sail  [I  had]  to  stop 
her  to  send  you  oil  and  provisions  by  her;  the  coal  is  on  it.s  wav — two 
vesscdM.  1  send  you  500  gallons  of  oil  and  $2,000  apiece  )or  the 
gunboats. 

1  regret  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  send  vessels  t-o  relieve  the  gun- 
boHts,  but  they  will  have  to  tfo  the  best  they  can,  and  1  will  <ii»  Tike- 
wise  and  relieve  theru  just  as  fast  as  I  can.  1  never  gel  one  near  nio 
that  she  can  be  gotten  away  in  leas  than  two  or  three  weeks.  I  aiu 
as  incessant  in  niy  appeals  to  the  Department  as  j'ou  art;  to  me,  l«it  I 
suppose  they  have  nothing  to  send  me.  We  can  only  do  the  best  w© 
can.  I  am  anxiou.s  to  know  if  the  guns  of  the  Momitig  Light  were 
tiaved  an<l  are  mining  U|>  in  coal  vessel;  and  I  would  like  to  know  if 
the  Harriet  Lane  is  positively  in  the  harbor.  I  liavo  so  represeutiHl 
it  to  the  Di'puiiment. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  FAUHAtillT, 

Ucar-Admiral, 
Commodore  II.  Jl.  Bell, 

Commanding  on  the  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Hear'AdmiraJ  Fnrrngui,  I'-  S.  •Vn.vij,  to  Captain  Atd^n,  U.  8, 
Narif,  to  remain  at  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

AVitJ  OrUuns,  Februarg  20.  tSG3. 

Sir:  Your  order  to  leave  Baton  Rouge  sent  to  you  by  the  J/ rjtjri*- 
Bippi  is  revoked.     You  will  remain  where  you  are'for  the  present. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farhaoit, 
Rear-AdmiraL  Vomdg.  Weatrrn.  (htlf  Blockading  Sqitadron. 

Cttptain  .Iameh  Alden,  V.  I^.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  6'.  Hichmond,  Baton  Rouge. 
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Report  of  Cohiul  Paine,  U.  S.  Arjmj,  regardiiuj  txptdiiitm  to  Orosse  Ttie 
for  the  ptirpose  of  cteariny  obstructions  for  steamboat  navigation. 

Headquarters  Seconh  Brioaoe,  Emory's  Division, 

Indian  VWage.  hi.,  Ffhrnary  20,  iSSS. 

Captain:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  britra<lior-j;eneral  oom- 
mandinf^  division,  issued  on  the  18tli  instant,  1  inado  arrangements 
on  tliai  day  for  an  expedition  to  Uosedale,  [La.  ?].  on  the  next,  but 
lipfore  niidnijjlit  of  tlie  ISth  a  eitizen  arrived  from  F'or!  Hudson  via 
False  Kiver  [Fatisse  Riviere]  {old  bed)  and  RoNedale  wb(i  sjitisfied  nie 
that  the  enemy  evacuated  Uosedalr  on  the  morning;  ol  the  17th 
instant  and  uiarehed  up  to  Grosse  Tete,  but  whether  to  Tort  Hudson 
via  False  River  or  to  tne  Atehafalaya  he  was  uncertain,  because  the 
two  routes  are  identical  as  far  as  the  confluence  of  the  Grnsse  T<^te  and 
Fordoche.  1  tlien  deeid(^d  Lo  eh'ar  Grosse  Tete  of  all  obstructions  to 
steamboat  navigation,  and  requested  Colonel  Gmidin^  and  Lieutenant 
Watson  to  sena  with  nie  tlie  :29! ,  the  Bee,  an<l  two  of  the  hiuiu'hcs, 
so  that  1  mi^ht  take  up.  besides  infantry,  20  artillerit*ts  mounted  as 
cavaUy,  and  durint;  the  ni^ht,  from  Rosedale  as  a  base,  send  a  small 
party  to  gallop  to  False  River  and  back;  another  to  the  Atrhafafaya; 
a1s4>  a  parly  on  hand  cat's  to  examine  the  railway  t-oward  Hutr)i] 
Rouge,  and  still  another  to  seize  locomotives  and  cars  on  tlie  railniad 
near  Maringouin,  and  take  them,  with  a  [)art  of  the  troops  to  the 
river  if  practicable. 

My  comjnunicatinn  to  Colonel  Gooding  and  Lieutenant  Watson 
(who  were  at  Plaqueinine).  requesting  the  use  of  the  boats,  was  met 
hy  your  telcLjram  ordering  away  the  bripide.  Havijig  nothing  but 
small  i>oals,  I  could  only  hope  to  accomplish  a  part  of  my  purpose.  I 
inunediately  set  out  with  SO  men,  and  bdore  .sunset  cleared  (ho 
obstrucliona  from  Grosse  TotOj  so  as  to  make  it  navigable  for  gun- 
boats or  steamboats.     *     *     * 

It  would  have  been  verv  gratifying  to  me  to  br  ulde  to  send  the 
scouts  to  False  River  and  Alrhafalaya.     We  marched  back  to  our 
boats  and  embarked,  arriving  at  Indian  Village  before  morning. 
Moat  respwtluUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

IIalbekt  K.  Paink, 
Comtiuituiinff  Britjade. 

Captain  R.  O.  Ives, 

Assistant  AdjuUinl-GfnerfJ.. 

[Endorseamtil.] 

Heaixjuarteks  Thirii  Division, 

CnrroUton,  hi.,  Fcbrunnj  21,  1863. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Mejor-Cieneral  Banks.  Colonel  Gooding 
in  witndrawiug  the  gunboat  and  launches,  inistook  my  order,  which 
was  telegraphed  from  your  headquarters,  and  which  directed  not  to 
interfere  witU  this  movement  of  Colonel  Paine.  Yesterday  as  soon 
as  I  learned  Colonel  Gooding's  mistake,  I  sent  back  the  launches 
under  Lieutenant  Watson,  (tf  the  Navy,  and  telegnmhed  to  Colonel 
Paine  I  hat  if  he  flcsired  it  !  would  also  send  bai-k  the  Barrataria. 

I  think  you  should  see  this  at  once.  It  may,  m  connection  with 
other  information  you  may  possess,  suggest  a  new  disposition  nf 
Paine 's  brigade.     Ilis  transports  will  reach  liim  to-day,  and  1  shall 
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U-it'graph  liiiii  lo  wait  fiirllirr  ortlere  al  Plaqiicininp.  This  wiil  give 
you  timp  to  dolilwrato  without  essentially  delaying  the  original 
movement. 

W.  H.  EwpRT, 

B7iffadier-0eti^.ral. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiml  Farr<upit,  U.  S.  I^avy,  reijarding  changes  in 

as&ifpinvent  of  officers. 

No.  19.)  Klaohhip  Hartford. 

New  OrleaitJt,  February  3!,  tS6S. 

Sir:  I  have  marie  the  rollowing  c.hange.s,  in  a  view  to  carrying  out 
yoiir  order  of  [Kobniarv  3],  in  relation  to  Lieutenant-Commanders 
R.  Ij.  Law  and  Henry  Wilson: 

Lieulenaiit-C'i)niniander  R.  L.  Law  lo  command  KeTxaxngUm. 

Lieutt'Munt-('i>nniiand(>r  H.  Wilsnii  to  roiiiiiiand  Pnnijifnt. 

Lieiitenant-C'oiuniiindf'r  J.  Mu.<li<^aii  to  cnrnniund  Ov^tjico. 

Lieutenanl-fomnianricr  11.  A.  Adams  to  I'tinuiiand  Vinrrnnes. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ki-ed.  Crocker  to  comnianii  Clifton. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill  to  comniaiul  11'.  tf. 
Anderson. 

Acting  Mast^^r  N.  D'Oyley  to  command  J.  P.  Jnrkitnn. 

The  vohinloer  officers  wliom  I  have  ()rdered  can  lack  nothing  but 
experience  in  tlie  organization  of  a  vessel  of  war. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  a  change  in  the  orders  of  Depart- 
ment, presuming  thnt  they  are  not  aware  of  the  great  importance  of 
having  an  oOiccr  in  conunand  of  the  Vhicennrs  who  in  well  iict]uaint«<l 
wivh  military  management,  so  as  to  prepare  for  tlic  defense  of  Sliip 
I-i^land.  EviTything  will  depend  upon  the  Vincrnnes'  commander, 
in  case  of  an  attack  upon  that  place.-  Lieutenant-Commander  Meul- 
igan  was  well  qualified  for  the  service.  When  it  was  reported  that 
an  attack  was  contemplated,  he  went  to  work  with  ereat  energy, 
and  in  a  short  time  reported  to  me  that  he  lm<I  assi.'*tetl  the  armv  to 
prepare  for  an  attack,  niul  he  now  frit  tliat  they  c(ml(l  successfully 
defend  the  plnce.  an<l  they  were  ready  f^)  do  their  wlio]p  duty  when 
the  emergoncy  came.  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  A.  Adams, 
who  reiirvfs  Lieutenant-Coiuuiander  MaiHgun,  is  ii  young  man,  but 
I  tliink  him  fully  com|>etent  for  t!ie  trust.  He  Imslmd  much  expe- 
rience and  knows  his  duty  well,  and  I  hope  his  appointment  will  meet 
the  approval  of  the  DejiartnuMit. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant-Commander  Ma4ligan  lo  the  fhoasco, 
instead  of  the  A'fl^iA^if/*,  because  the  Owanco  is  here,  while  the  Knlahdin 
is,  an<l  has  been  for  some  time,  at  Galveston^  under  command  of 
Lieutenaut-C-ommander  P.  C  Johnson. 

Very  respectfully,  yt»ur  obedient  ser>'ant, 

D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Rear-AfimimL 

Hon.  GtPKON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nuvy, 


A\'E8T  QVLF  BIX)CKAUI\0   SQUADRON. 


623 


Report  of  Utar-AdmiTtil  Farraqut,   V .  S.  Nat^y,  relativt  to  various 
vessels  oj  the  squadron. 

No.  50.]  FLAasHiP  Hartford, 

Nevj  OrhauH,  ht'hrmtnj  :it,  IS6S. 

Sui:  I  liftvp  t^)  report  the  arrival  <»f  tlio  L'.  S.  sU^ani  slonpH  Monon- 
aahtla  and  iMckauiaii no ;  the  fi)nnpr  is  ikiw  hero  tumling  ami  repairing 
nor  etigincs.  The  latter  I  ordered  by  telegraph  to  proceed  to  Mobile 
liar,  for  whicli  i>!aco  nbe  mailed  yesterday  at  S  p.  in. 

Acting  J<('ar-Adniiral  Wiikes  ha^i  detained  the  Onridn  and  R.  H. 
Cuylrr  in  the  West  Indies.     I  liave  sent  tiieni  an  order  to  return. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake,  from  all  1  ean  learn,  did  his 
duty  well  in  the  JlatUm.s.  and  a.-!  she  was  well  ollieered  and  tuid  a  line 
crew,  I  believe  she  would  have  carried  the  Alabama  if  she  eould  have 
boarded  her.  and  I  liope  Lieutenant-Coinnumder  IBlake'.^  conduct 
will  meet  the  a])probation  of  tlie  Department,  for  although  we  can 
not  always  conunand  victor}',  still  we  have  a  right  to  expect  our  offi- 
cers to  do  their  dutT. 

X  fear  the  loss  of  the  Oreto  waa  owing  to  the  Oneida  not  giving 
chase.  The  two  vessels  would  have  felt  secure  together.  As  it  was, 
I  fear  that  the  ('xufhrs  engineers  did  not  do  their  duty,  as  C'onimander 
Emmons  evidently  had  some  difficulty  with  some  of  them,  wliich  I 
will  investigate  as  soon  as  the  Cuyler  retunis. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Hetir-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Lobs  of  lh€  U.  S.  S.  Colonel  Kinsman,  February  23,  1863. 

Beport  of  Bca,r-Admir*t  Farragot,  U.  8.  navy,  trammining  additioDal  informatioit. 

FLjVo.siiir  Hartford, 
Neiv  Orleans,  Februarij  ^0.  1863. 
Sir:  T  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  gunboat  Colonel 
KitniTnan,  which  struck  a  snay;  in  Berwick  Bay,  and  although  run 
asl»ore,  slid  off  and  sank  in  .50  feet  of  water  at  or  near  Brashear  C'ity. 
1  herewith  enclose  t!ic  reports  of  Lieutenant-CN^mniander  A.  P. 
Cooke  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin. 

The  Colonel  Kinsman  was  one  of  the  boats  fitted  out  by  General 
Butler  for  river  service,  with  her  boilers  and  machineiy  protected  by 
iron. 

Very  respeetPxdly,  your  obe<lienb  servant, 

D.  G.  Farhaoit, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Btpart  of  Lieat«naDt-Commiuider  Cooke.  V.  8,  Vatj,  oommaiidiag  IT.  8.  8.  Ettnllt,  tniU' 
mitUug  report  of  eonmuiding  officer. 

I,'.  S.   GUXBOAT   ESTHELLA, 

Brashear  Ciiy,  February  2^,  tSeS. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  Captain  Wip^n's  report  in  rflfercnce  to 
the  loss  of  the  steamer  Kin^jndn.     I  have  temporal ii\'  ijotatled  sonie 
of  her  men  to  fill  vtK'nneies  in  the  other  vessels,  as  also  her  two  mas- 
ter's mate.s,  one  in  the  Caikoun  and  the  other  to  the  KutreUn. 

T  await  vour  orders  in  reference  1o  the  diNposition  to  be  made  of  her 
crew,  and  would  requej^t  t*t  be  permitted  to  make  up  deficiencies  in 
the  other  vessels  from  her  officers  and  men.  Captain  Wigpin  will 
examine  the  wreck  to-morrow  and  s<?e  whether  it  will  be  possible  to 
recover  anything. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A   P.  Cooke, 
Lieuieitant-Conimarider. 
Hcar-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraoit, 

Flagship  Ilarfjord. 


B«p<nrt  of  Acting  Volunteer  Liontenant  Wiggin,  IT.  8.  Vmrj,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  OoIpbvI 

Xlniman. 

Berwick  Bav,  Fehrtianj  ^,  186S, 
Sih:  T  herewith  submit  to  you  my  rei>ort  about  the.  loas  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Kinmnnn,  under  my  command. 

1  received  last  night  a  detachment  of  t!ie  One  hundred  and  four- 
teenth Now  York  \olunteers  on  board,  to  accompaiiv-  me  on  pi<:ket 
duty,  and  started  for  the  fort  at  about  9:30  p.  m.  When  withni  100 
yards  of  the  fort,  about  60  feet  from  shore,  the  engines  being  stopped, 
the  steamer  struck  a  snaj;.  apparently  floating,  on  her  starboard  bow, 
about  15  feet  from  the  stem.  The  snag  then  passed  on  and  stnick 
the  starboard  wheel  very  heavily.  We  went  ahead  a.s  usual,  and 
made  fast  U\  shore,  when  it  was  reported  to  me  by  the  watch  below 
that  the  vo.s.sol  was  tilling.  I  went  oelow  immediately  and  examined 
the  leak;  found  (he  water  rushing  in  wry  rapidly,  the  floor  being 
covered  scune  fi  inches  in  depth.  1  then  ordered  the  engineer  to  start 
the  bilf^e  numns  and  get  un  the  great^est  amount  of  steam  that  could 
be  carrien  witn  safety.  I  nad  the  line  cut,  backed  out,  and  steamed 
down  the  bay  for  the  ilat  below  the  wharf,  in  order  to  save  my  men 
and  battery,  if  the  water  should  rise  too  fimt.  When  oppo.site  the 
wharf  the  wat^r  was  ieport^'d  to  be  rising  very  fast ,  and  I  liaded  the 
steamers  DUinn,  Eatrdln,  and  Caikoun,  requesting  boats  and  men  to 
be  sent  to  our  assistance. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  organiaed  my  crew  into  pumping  and  bail- 
ing parties,  and  they  were  all  stendily  at  work.  Heading  insboroii 
we  ran  aj^round  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  thereby  raising  her  bows 
about  2  feet  out  of  water.  The  carpenter  and  hi.s'gang  tried  in  vain^ 
to  stoD  the  leak.  I  ordered  the  powder  kegs  and  magazine  to  he 
brougnt  on  deck  in  order  to  keep  them  dry.  Then  I  let  go  my  anchors 
and  ran  a  Une  from  her  quarter  to  the  shore,  al  the  same  time  sending 
troops  on  shore.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  her  stern  began  to 
settle,  causing  her  to  slide  down  the  steep  bank,  where  she  fmaUv. 
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sank,  and  at  twenty  minutps  past  niidaight  every  vestige  of  her  had 
disapprar<*d. 

Tne  ofiicers  and  crew  were  piclcpd  up  by  the  boats  of  tho  fCstrella, 
Calhoun^  and  D\ana,  neithel-  ofiicers  nor  men  liaving  the  least  chance 
to  save  any  of  tlieir  effects.  I  am  sony'that  I  have  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing of  my  men  niisfiing: 

Jolui  Bern',  ship's  cook;  Patk.  McGoun,  fireman;  John  Kirhy. 
fireman:  Isaac  Deer,  cool  heaver,  eoh>re<i;  William  Parker,  coal 
heaver,  colored.  " 

I  also  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  to  me.  Early  tliis  morning  I 
went  in  a  small  boat  to  examine  the  bayou  and  recover  what  property 
I  might,  anil  surreeded  in  picking  up  6  barrels  of  powder,  with  a  few 
pieces  of  sailor's  clothing  and  bedding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gkokge  Wiooi.v 
Aeiin/f  Voluntfer  Li^utetuinif  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

U.  S.  S.  Estrella. 


Report  of  AiaiaUnt  Oltmaniu,  M.  8.  Coast  Barrty. 

Bekwick  Bay,  Fehrttary  ^4,  1S63. 

Sik:  According  to  your  retjuest,  I  herewith  give  to  you  the  details 
of  the  loss  of  the  gunboat  hinnman  last  night,  as  far  as  they  came 
under  my  pereonal  observation: 

Between  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m.  a  detail  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth  New  York  Volunteers  came  on  bftard  the  .steamer  to 
accompany  us  on  picket  during  the  night.  The  soldiers  were  sta- 
tioned on  the  quarter  and  hnrricane  decks.  .\t  about  9:30  p.  m. 
thesteumer  started  up  the  river  under,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  about 
50  pounds  of  steam.  When  nearly  up  to  our  station,  \\  miles  from 
this  place,  just  below  the  fort  at\a  about  20  yards  from  shore, 
while  sitting  iji  Captain  Wi^in's  cabin,  I  felt  a  log  or  snag  striking 
the  steamer  on  her  starboard  side,  forward  of  the  wheelhouse,  and 
immediately  afterwards  I  heard  and  fell  the  wheel  striking  very 
hard  against  this  log.  tloing  fonvard,  I  heard  it  reported  that  the 
veasel  was  fast  tilling.  Captam  Wij^n  gave  his  ordei-s  ver}'  coolly  and 
deliberately,  no  idea  of  danger  entering  our  ntinda.  Upon  his  request 
I  went  forward  and  found  from  7  to  S  inches  of  water  in  the  noM. 
The  Bleam  pumps  had  been  started  before  this  time,  and  all  hands 
not  engaged  els*?when?  were  bailing  tho  vessel  with  bucketi*.  At 
this  time,  a)>oiit  fifteen  minutes  after  the  vessel  struck,  it  was  re- 
port-ed  two  or  three  time>i  that  we  were  gaining  on  the  water.  Cap- 
tain Wiggin  then  turned  the  steamer,  and  we  started  back  down  the 
river,  under  the  greatest  possible  pressure  of  steam,  in  onler  to  reach 
the  fiat  below  the  wharves  here,  nm  the  steamer  ashore,  and  thus 
save  the  lives  of  all  our  crew,  and  also  the  heavy  guns  on  l>oard. 
The  magazine  was  <iniered  to  be  opened  and  the  powder  to  be  put 
on  deck,  if  the  water  should  rise  to  it.  When  wo  passed  the  wharves 
the  water  was  reported  to  gain  fast  and  tho  vessel  sinking,  t'aptain 
Wiggin  hailed  the  CaUurun  and  the  Estrelia,  requesting  boats  to  be 
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sent  to  our  assistance.  In  the  meantime  he  ran  the  Kinsman^  with 
full  steam,  head  on  shore  till  lier  bows  jrrouutied  in  3  feet  of  water 
and  no  bottom  with  a  KVtoot  pole  under  her  st-em.  A  line  wa.s 
ordered  lo  be  brought  out  from  her  striVboard  cjuarter  to  haul  her 
liroadaide  to  the  bank.  l)Ut'  before  this  could  be  accomplished  the 
steamer  fdled  and  slid  backward  from  the  bank  and  gunk  in  about 
18  fathoms  of  water  at  twenty-live  minute.s  past  midnight.  The 
steamer  Calhoun,  as  soon  as  she  eouhl  get  up  steam,  came  up  and 
rendered,  with  the  boats  of  the  Estrella,  J}mna,  and  CaJhrmn,  all  the 
assistance  possible  in  saWng  the  crew  and  soldiei-?*,  who  otherwise 
must  have  perislied. 

Very  resjrectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  Oltmannr, 
Aasvttajtt,  U .  S.  Cofuit  Survey. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cookk, 

U,  a:  S.  Estrella, 


Order  or  B«ar-Admlral  7ftrrft^t,  V.  S.  JlAvy,  to  LtooMiuQt-CommaQder  Cooke.  TT,  8.  Vtvy, 

regarding  the  dlepofitloD  of  officers  »nd  men. 

Nbw  Okleans,  Fehntary  25. 
You  will  order  Lieutenant  Wigpin  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
late  U.  S.  S.  Colonel  Kinsman  to  proceed  to  this  place  and  report 
to  me  for  further  orders.     You  will  also  direct  that  their  accounts 
be  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  I'ensacola. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

licar-Admifal, 
Lieutenant-C<mniiander  A.  P.  Cookk. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Brashear  City. 


Memorandum  of  information  receiwd  from  a  Confederate  deserter  from 

the  C.  S.  S.  Selma. 

U.  S.  S.  SU8QCEIUNNA, 

Off  Mobile.  Ftbnmry  :^4,  IS6S. 

James  Carr,  a  deserter  trom  rebel  gunboat  Srima,  was  received 
from  the  Clifton,  and  made  the  following  statement: 

He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  w'here  his  lather  and  mother 
still  live,  and  is  19  years  old.     At  the  commencement  <»f  the  war 
he  had  been  for  some  time  employed  on  steamboats  in  the  Mississippi 
River,  but  was  arrested  by  the  ?Jew  Orleans  authorities  on  suspicion 
of  being  a  spy.  and  confined  in  the  Parish  Prison  for  about  a  month, 
until  released  on  the  testimony  of  his  lormer  captain  and  of  Lieu- 
tenant Bradford,  who  induced  him  to  enlist  on  ooard  the  gunlmat 
hy  as  the  only  means  of  getting  out.     He  was  transferrea  to  thai 
gunboat  Mcliae,  and  wa**  in  the  flight  above  Fort  Jackson,  where  hftj 
was  wounded  in  the  left  nnn,  ami  then  sent  to  New  Orleans,  from] 
whence  he  was  sent  on  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  there  cared  for  bv  Lieu-j 
tenant    Bradford's    mother   until   sufficiently   recovered    to' rejoin] 
Bradford  at  Mobile  on  board  the  Seljna  (gunboat).     He  has  served] 
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there  as  wardroom  steward  ever  since,  until  February  20,  when, 
by  i*easfm  of  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  Jum  by  Lieutenant 
Bradford,  he  was  sent  in  a  boat  with  two  other  men  (Mich.  Dillon 
and  William  Hatton)  to  lloron  Ba\',  [AUbama],  for  oysters,  the  Selma 
Ivinj;  iLt  the  lime  near  Orant'a  Pass.  At  dark  they  started  tor  the 
\Pncaffontas.  intending  to  drae  the  boat  across  the  beach  of  Dauphin 
Island,  bill  found  it  too  rou^h  outside,  and  pulled  alon^  the  [Mi.ssis- 
'sippij  Sound  t.o  the  westward.  On  the  moniinj;  ol  the  2'M  they  fell 
in  with  the  CHjion^  near  Horn  Island,  went  on  board,  and  gave 
themselves  up. 

Hdnm  carried  two  IX-inch  Dahl^en  guns,  one  VTTI-inrh  and  one 
6-inch  riHcd  pin,  all  in  pivot;  has  smgle  engine,  low  pressure,  direct- 
acting,  with  mclined  cylinder;  no  bulwarks  and  no  boarding  nettings, 
and  can  go  9  knots,  f^he  has  G5 people  on  board,  all  told;  only  5  or 
6  of  them  Southerners,  20  or  25  Nortnernnrs,  who  Imve  been  pressed, 
and  all  ibo  rwt  English,  French,  etc.  He  is  confident  that  nuiro 
llrnn  half  of  them  will  mutiny  and  take  the  vessel  from  the  officers 
on  the  first  opportimity;  S  of  them  are  alrcadj'  in  irons  for  drawing  a 
cutlass  on  an  uflicer  and  for  mutijious  conduct.  She  is  commanoed 
by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murphey.  She  has  also  Lieutenant 
BVadfonI,  Mastei-s  Walker  and  Moore.' Pas.sed  Midshipman  [William 
F.]  Robinson,  Midshipmen  Vaiighan  and  Myers,  Paymaster  Kichard- 
son,  Doctor  Hayes,  (  Iiief  Engineer  Lining.  Assistant  Engineers  Kill- 
patriek,  Williams.  an<I  Hayes,  and  Pilot  Sutton.  There  is  but  slack 
discipline  on  board,  the  men  doing  pretty  nuich  as  they  please,  but 
getting  Hogged  occasionally.  They  are  on  half  rations,  but  what 
they  get  is  good. 

About  February  5  the  Selma  took  on  board  about  100  extra  men 
from  the  ram  and  the  two  floating  batteiies  at  town  and  starte<l 
down,  intending  to  carrj  some  one  of  our  vessels  by  boarding,  but 
ran  aloul  of  an  iron-pomted  snag  or  pile  near  Dog  Kiver  Har  and 
stmk  in  S  feet  water.  She  was  pumped  out,  taken  back,  clocked, 
and  repaired  in  about  a  week.  On  or  about  the  13th  .she  came  down 
to  Spanish  River  battery  (on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  ba\'>.  which 
is  built  of  timber  and  sand,  and  b  protected  by  a  double  thickness 
of  milroad  iron  for  the  purptrae  of  testing  it  (all  the  batteries  about 
the  city  and  on  the  shores  of  the  bay  are  of  similar  C4mstruction). 
She  opened  upon  the  battery  from  outside  the  obstructions  at  ."iOO 
yards  distance,  without  effect,  as  the  shot  all  fell  off  without  pene- 
trating. She  then  moved  around,  inside  the  obstructions,  to  within 
200  yards,  when  eight  ot  the  IX-inch  solid  shot  went  entirely  thiough 
the  battery.  In  leaving,  she  broke  the  piston  rod  and  went  to  town 
for  repairs.  On  the  10th  she  came  down  to  Grant's  Pass  to  relieve 
the  Morgan,  and  the  next  day  these  three  deserters  lelt  her.  The 
guntioats  relieve  each  other  at  Grant's  Pas.s  month  and  month  about, 
and  while  at  town  they  entertain  a  great  deal. 

The  gimboats  Moradn  and  Gainfs  are  of  similar  general  construc- 
tion with  the  Selma,  but  larger,  and  drawine:  about  the  same  amount 
of  water  (6  feet).  Tliey  are,  however,  high  pressure  and  can  go  10 
knottf.  They  carry,  each,  six  VHI-inch  guns  in  broadside  and  two 
6-inch  rifles  in  pivot.     They  have  120  people,  all  told,  but  the  men 
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are  mostly  Spanish,  Irish,  and  Dutch,  although  seamen.  Commander 
Hunter,  6l  the  Gaines,  was  ordered  to  send  the  English  consul  out 
some  time  ago  in  the  Crettc^nt,  but  he  also  came  out  in  his  own  vessel, 
for  wliieh  ho  wan  arrested,  and  is  now  being  tried  by  court-martial. 
Admiral  Buchanan  said  if  lie  had  been  in  uur  place  at  the  tiine  he 
would  have  sunk  the  Gaines  and  everybody  in  her.  Conunander 
McBlair  has  the  Morgan. 

The  old,  liigh-pressure^  sidp-wheol  steamboat  Baltic  has  been  fitted 
up  as  a  ram,  protected  with  iron  forward  and  with  cotton  aft,  but 
she  is  slow  and  unmanageable,  never  having  made  over  5  knots, 
and  on  the  only  occasion  of  her  having  come  down  the  bay,  having 
been  twenty-fmir  hours  in  going  from  town  to  Fort  Morgan.  She 
draws  S  feet  and  is  coninianded  oy  Lieutenant  Johnston. 

Two  other  ranus  have  been  completed  at  Selma,  and  are  now  on 
their  way  down  the  river,  but  as  they  only  travel  by  day,  partly 
for  fear  of  snags  and  partly  lest  they  should  be  towed  under,  they 
are  not  expected  before  the  lat  of  March.  They  have  the  machinery 
all  on  board,  and  the  guns  (two  Xl-inch  for  each)  are  all  ready  at 
Mtiliile,  So  soon  as  they  can  bo  prepared  for  service  Admiral  Buch- 
anan intends  to  attack  the  blockading  vessels  on  the  bar  with  them 
and  the  gunboats,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  blockade.  lie  will 
attempt  ooth  ramming  and  boarding.  It  is  generally  undei'stood 
in  Mooilc  tliat  this  wiiro<Huu-  about  the  10th  or  l/ith  of  March. 

There  are  also  two  iloating  ironclad  battt'rie^  or  covert^d  scowa 
nearly  completed  at  Mobile;  one,  the  snialler,  with  peq)endirular 
sides  and  mounting  two  guns,  wliieh  is  lo  be  stationed  at  Grants 
Pass;  and  the  other  and  larger  one.  with  rounded  sides,  but  mounting 
ordy  one  gun,  to  be  stationed  op|>osite  Fort  Morgan  in  the  Main  Ship 
Channel. 

On  or  about  the  14th,  an  infernal  machine,  consisting  of  a  sub- 
marine boat,  propelled  by  a  screw  which  is  turned  by  hand,  capable 
of  holding  5  persons,  and  having  a  torpedo  which  was  to  be  attached 
to  the  bottom  of  a  vessel  and  exploded  by  means  of  clockwork,  left 
Fort  Morgan  at  S  p.  ni.  in  charge  of  the  Frenchman  who  invented  it. 
The  intention  was  to  come  up  at  Sand  Island,  get  the  bearing  and 
distance  of  the  nearest  vessel,  dire  under  again  and  oj>eratt^  upon  her: 
but  on  emerging  they  found  themselves  so  far  outside  of  the  island 
and  in  so  strong  a  current  (setting  out)  that  they  were  forc-ed  to  cut 
the  torpedo  adrift  and  make  the  bSt  of  their  way  hack.  The  attempt 
will  be  renewed  as  early  as  possible,  and  three  or  four  others  are  being 
constructed  for  the  purpose. 

There  are  from  5,000  to  tt.OOO  troops  in  Mobile  (exclusivo  of  Forts 
Morgan  and  Gaines),  and  the  city  is  surrounded  with  batteries  ext-end- 
ing  halfwav  down  each  shore  of  the  bay.  The  men  live  in  intrenched 
camps.  I'hero  is  and  has  l>een  no  talk  of  attacking  Pensacola  or  any 
othet  place;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  constant  ap{)rehension  of  an 
attack  from  Pensacola  by  way  of  Blakeh*,  where  a  heavy  picket  of 
cavah'y  is  |x)sted.  There  is  also  one  company  of  cavalry  at  and  about 
the  Lagoon,  to  guard  the  salt  works  (which  are  a  privat*  speculation) ; 
but,  besides  these  two,  there  are  no  rebel  trooj^s  in  the  direction  of 
Pensacola. 

There  arc  from  120  to  125  guns  mounted  in  Fort  Morgan  in  two 

tiers,  mostly  pointing  to  seaward  and  across  the  channel  and  with  but 

few  commaiioing  iho  [Navyl  Cove;  5  or  C  of  these  are  Xl-inch.     Fort 
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Gaines  has  but  27  ^nn  mounted;  3  others~l  Xl-inch,  1  IX-inch, 
and  1  6-mch  rifle— are  mounted  on  Fort  Grant,  an  earthwork  near  the 
pasSf  within  100  yards  of  tiie  usual  anchorage  occupied  by  the  gun- 
noaU  giiaitiia^  tliat  locality.  There  niti  nu  ^uiis  reinuining  on  Cedar 
Point.  All  these  forts  ai*o  under  the  command  of  CoUinel  Powell. 
General  Buckner  is  in  command  at  Mobile,  and  General  Kirby  Smith, 
together  with  four  or  five  other  general  ollicers,  arc  now  in  the  city. 

The  work  of  obstructing  the  passage  of  mortar  and  other  light- 
draft  vessels  on  the  JIats  between  the  two  forts,  Morgan  and  Gaines, 
is  nearly  completed ;  it  consists  of  4  ntws  of  piles,  the  rows  5  feet  apart, 
and  the  piles  of  each  row  2  feet  or  Irss;  they  stand  firm  ami  do  not 
wasli  away.  The  piles  are  not  taken  from  tirant's  Pa.-ts,  as  supp<»sed, 
but  from  a  depot  in  that  vicinity.  No  att^Miipt  has  hem  made  t.o 
clear  away  any  of  the  i)Bsses  leading  into  the  sound,  and  it  is  still 
difficult  to  pass  through  them  in  a  small  boat.  The  piles  are  sloped 
toward  the  sound  and  their  ends  are  pointed  and  tipped  with  iron. 

The  steamer  Alice  sli[)ped  out  in  a  fog  on  the  Hth  or  Ifith,  with  500 
bales  of  cotton.  There  are  no  uther  steamers  inside  now,  but  some 
half  dozen  schooners  are  alt  roa<ly  to  run.  The  Ortto  was  white- 
washed outside  on  the  nigiii  of  her  coming  ovit.  An  ironclad  screw 
steamer,  well  armed  and  equipped,  is  expected  daily  fi-om  England, 
as  also  is  the  steamer  Cuba,  with  a  valuahre  cai^o. 

The  rebel  oUieers  liave  tried  in  vain  to  make  out  the  system  of 
signals  used  by  the  blockading  force.  Tins  deserter  had  their  signal 
book  secreted  on  his  person  befort-  starting,  but  thought  the  risk  t-oo 
great  and  put  it  back  again. 

Three  sea":oing  ironclatl  stoamei-s  arc  bcin»  built  at  Selma  and  are 
expected  to  be  finished  and  ready  for  service  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Some  montlis  ago  it  was  pntposed  to  attack  Ship  Island  by  going 
down  through  the  sound,  but  no  volunteers  could  be  obtained  for  the 
puri>ose,  and  no  thought  of  such  a  project  has  been  entertained  sinc^?, 

K.  B,    HiTtHOX'K, 

Commodore. 

Memorandum  of  senior  officer  commandin<f  hlocl'ade  off  MohiU, 

Febbuary  25,  1863. 

Colorado  is  ordered  to  report  to  rae  olT  Mobile.  Let  her  take  the 
blockade. 

When  vessels  go  for  coal,  let  them  fill  up  with  provisions  to  the 
largest  amount  possible  and  with  the  least  delay. 

For  the  present  the  least  possible  time  must  be  taken  to  coal,  etc. 
The  work  must  go  on  night  aud  day.  Sundays  not  e.xcepted,  but  if  it 
con  be  so  aiTanged,  do  not  have  them  in  port  on  Simdajv 

It  is  better  to  i)ut  out  fires  here  and  nuike  slight  repairs  than  to  keep 
them  in  port  for  that  purjiose  longer  than  is  required  to  coal  and 
provision. 

Keep  the  guns  loaded  with  solid  shot  ready  for  ironclads,  but  do 
not  fire  them  unnecessarily,  as  there  are  but  few  of  them  ou  hand. 

On  the  20th  the  French  consul  visite<l  this  ship  under  flag  of  tnie^ 
{in  the  Crescent)  to  ask  if  some  French  and  otlier  foreigners,  citizens, 
woidd  be  permitted  to  leave  Mobile  in  a  steamboat  and  go  to  New 
Orleans,  probably  eighty  or  a  hundred  of  them.  I  referred  his  appli- 
cation to  the  admiral,  sending  it  to  Ship  Ulaad  by  the  Arooatoak. 
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She  was  sent  down  oxnressh'  for  the  purpose.  If  the  admiral  answers, 
I  promised  the  Frcncn  eonsid  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce  opposite  Sand 
Island,  with  the  answer,  addressing  it  to  Major-General  S.  B.  Buckner, 
commanding  district  of  the  Clulf,  MoIjiU\ 

If  a  da^  of  truce  comes  out,  let-  the  gtinboat  off  the  bar  hoist  a  whit« 
Hag  and  meet  tlie  flag  near  the  bar.  Tliey  have  sent  out  the  Crescent 
to  communicate  with  Knglish  men-of-wur.  with  the  KngUsh  Hag 
hoisted  in  place  of  their  own,  which  I  have  objected  to. 

A  French  man-of-war  is  expected.  A  de£cription  of  her  accom- 
panies this. 

Please  an*ange  for  the  vessels  to  go  for  coals  and  supplies  while  you 
have  the  moun,  so  that  tliey  maj'  all  be  on  the  station  during  ita 
absence. 

While  the  vessels  are  absent  from  the  sound,  a  gunboat  is  to  be  kept 
on  the  lookout  fur  Granl's  Pass.  If  the  enemy  pass  tlirough  they  are 
to  be  foUowe*!  by  such  of  your  force  as  can  he  spared. 

The  OneUh  ami  H.  H.  Cuyler  are  absent.  Left  in  pursuit  of  the 
Florida,  January  Hi  and  17. 

The  Kannwha,  having  burst  her  Xl-inch  gun,  has  a  IX-inch 
mounted  in  its  place.     Anotlier  gun  has  been  asked  for. 

From  the  success  attending  tlie  attack  at  Galveston  and  Charleston, 
and  the  known  preparations  made  at  Mobile  with  ironclad  vess<'ls  ana 
rams,  too  mtich  vigilance  and  ciirp  cnn  not  be  exercised  to  prevent  a 
sunirise.  I  luivc  plucctl  two  gunl>oat,'f  dose  in  to  the  bar  as  lookouts, 
witli  ordei-s  to  send  in  a  boat  from  each  of  them  at  night  (when  the 
weather  and  sea  will  permit),  a  short  distance  inside  the  bar. 

It  would  be  well  to  let  the  vessel  on  the  eastern  station  get  underway 
at  night  and  anchor  in  the  morning;  also  draw  in  the  remainder  of  the 
ve&sels  near  the  bar,  so  as  to  bo  in  certain  signal  distance,  to  support 
each  other  in  ease  of  uttack. 

There  is  little  tioubt  that  the  attack  will  be  made  at  ni^hl;  there- 
fore everv  preparation  should  be  made  at  sundown  for  action,  steam 
uj)  and  liands  stationed  to  ^•lifl  cable.  No  veHsel  should  permit 
herself  ttt  be  attacked  at  anchor. 

I  have  full  faith  in  ninning  down  their  vessels  and  would  permit  no 
opportunity  to  escape  trying  it. 

You  will  iind  signals  attached  to  the  sipial  book,  to  bo  used  here, 
but  not  to  be  insertt'd  in  the  general  signalbook. 

When  strange  vessels  approach  the  blockade,  do  not  recognize  lings 
or  signals,  but  look  upon  all  as  enemies.  Never  permit  a  gunboat  to 
approach  a  stranger:  send  two  or  more.  I  do  not  communicate  with 
vessels  at  u  great,  distance  from  the  blockade,  except  in  force.  Meet 
all  vessels  that  are  suspected  of  having  guns  witli  double  their  force,  if 
I>ossiblc,  is  my  rule.      Keep  inshore  of  tlien\  and  head  the  same  way. 

Captain  Madigan,  at  Ship  Island,  in  the  Viiwetines  (the  Relief  is  aUo 
there),  has  beef  and  pork  on  board,  but  no  other  provisions.  About 
700  tons  coal  there. 

The  CUjtnn,  CajUain  Law,  and  the  Jackson,  Captain  Adams,  are  in 
Mi.ssis.»^I)pi  .Sound  to  look  out  for  it.  I  have  oraered  Captains  Law 
and  Adams  not  to  anchor  in  tlie  same  place  two  nights  in  succesaion, 
and  to  move  about  in  the  daytiine  so  as  to  watch  tue  whole  sound  as 
much  as  possible. 

A  force  of  cavalry  and  infantrj-  are  stationful  a.s  a  coast  guanl  from 
Fort  Morgan  to  the  Perdido.     Salt  works  are  in  operation  at  diiferent 
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ftoints  along  the  coast.  There  is  little  doubt  but  small  vessels  have 
andcd  their  cargoes  between  this  and  tlie  Perdido. 

The  usual  approach  of  vessels  to  nui  the  blockade  has  been  from  Uie 
eastward,  close  inshore,  intending  to  get  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan inst  fit  daylight,  or,  if  discovered,  to  beach  tlicm. 

Ttie  Swash  nuiiinel  is  the  one  most  used.  Inform  all  vessels  that 
they  must  not  approach  the  blockade  at  night. 

When  vessels*  go  for  coal,  etc.,  let  them  walcli  the  shore  going  and 
coming.  I  liave  found  it.  best  tt)  leave  here  so  us  to  be  oil  tiie  ports 
at  dnyliglit.  Ciencrally  llie  vesst'ls  can  coal  tmd  leave  the  next  after- 
noon. If  so,  they  run  down  the  shore  to  within  10  miles  of  this  place 
and  anchor  until  next  morning. 

The  cila<lel  of  Fort  Morgan  is  on  the  parade,  not  on  terreplein,  as 
stated  by  mistake  in  memorandum  of  last  week. 

The  liosfon  was  fired  some  weeks  since  and  was  considerably 
injured  about  her  amidship  section.     On  tlie  24th  of  December  she 


was  upon  ways  about  a  mile  above  Mobile,  being  lengthened  from 
22  to  25  feet,  and  then  workmen  had  just  commenced  raising  the 
frames  amidsJiip  of  the  extension.  It  is  thought  impossible  to  have 
her  ready  for  two  or  three  weeks  yet.  The  only  other  steamboats 
within  the  bay  at  that  time  were  the  Gunnison,  a  screw  tug  and  mes- 
senger boat,  and  two  small  boats  that  had  been  used  as  feri*vboats  at 
the  head  of  the  bay.  No  steamers  are  being  built  at  Mobile;  there 
are  a  number  building  at  Selma  for  gunboats.  The  Gunnison  was 
fitted  up  some  weeks  since  with  a  torpedo  to  come  out  against  the 
Colorado,  but  the  engineers  refused  at  the  last  moment  to  come  on 
the  service. 

She  had  a  spar  about  8  inches  in  diameter  fitted  forward,  project- 
ing 20  feet  beyond  her  bow,  secured  between  two  ears  by  a  bolt 
through  the  heel,  but  so  that  it  could  be  moved  vertically.  The  tor- 
pedo was  of  metal,  about  twice  the  size  of  a  powder  barrel,  eUiptical 
in  shape,  with  a  socket  in  one  extremity,  into  which  was  fitted  the 
forward  end  of  the  spar,  a  clamp  from  the  torpedo  with  a  forelock 
through  the  eyebolt  securing  it  in  position.  Inside  the  clamp  were 
three  bolts  on  the  spar,  one  on  each  side  for  iron  guys  and  one  on  top 
for  a  chain  hft.     The  spar  was  usually  kept  in  a  vertical  position^ 
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but  when  intending  to  use  the  infenml  machine  it  was  to  be  lowered 
below  the  water.  On  the  forward  part  of  torpedo  were  three  tri^ers 
divei-ging  from  «  center  point  and  laying  parallel  to  the  surface  of  the 
water;  the  macliiiie  was  charged  with  100  pounds  of  powder,  and 
was  to  he  explodetl  by  a  lock  connected  with  the  triggers. 

The  I'nlt'rprise  is  now  entirely  abandoned. 

The  base  of  the  glacis  of  Fort  Morpan  niea«ures  within  the  arch  of 
the  sally  port  60  paces;  tlie  countoi-scarp  was  run  up  in  brick  to 
the  Iicight  of  the  parapet,  but  as  this  wall  on  the  south  curtain 
fell  into  the  ditcli  m  September,  it  is  now  sloped  to  the  old  counter- 
scarp and  sodded  with  turf  from  the  swamp,  but  has  a  covered  way 
and  a  terreplcin  from  25  to  35  feet  in  width. 

Fort  Morgan  is  badly  supplied  witli  munitions,  but  has  both  maga- 
zines tilled  with  powder.  Powder  w  brought  there  to  be  stored  till 
wanted  for  use  elsewhere.  Within  the  fort  are  3.000  10-inch  pro- 
jectiles, 384  8-inch  solid  shot.  SOO  Ree^l  shut  for  32-pounuers, 
weighing  41  pounds;  tiOO  Reed  shell  for  32-j)oundei-s,  weighing  65 
pounds;  .100  projectiles*  for  32-p(Hinders,  siid  :iOO  projectiles  for  24- 
poundcrs,  that  were  cast  from  putteni  taken  from  a  Purrott  shell 
thrown  by  the  Octorara  into  the  fort  upward  of  a  year  since;  32- 
pounder  round  shot,  verj'  few,  one  pile  8  by  10  feet:  35,000  roimda 
musket  ball  cartridges;  8,000  rounds  rifle  ball  cartriages. 

Nine  ounces  of  fresh  meal  Is  the  daily  ration  and  1  pound  of  com 
meal.     Once  in  ten  days  a  ration  ni'  Hour  is  served  out. 

They  have  a  small  (piantity  of  Hour  and  salt  beef  in  store,  which 
they  hold  in  reserve. 

The  battalion  on  service  in  the  fort  is  armed  with  smoothbore 
Springfield  muskets. 

The  Tennessee  has  hot  water  uttachment  to  her  boilers  for  repelling 
boardoi's,  throwing  one  stream  fiom  forward  of  the  casemate  and  one 
abaft. 

Antwment  of  Sitamer  Morgan. — One  63  hundredweight  8-inch,  9 
57  hundreti weight  32-poundera. 

Armanient  of  Sleamtr  Gaines, — Eight  57  hundredweight  32- 
pounders. 

Armament  of^Stfamer  Sefma  {late  Florida). — ^Two  9-inch  Dahlgren, 
1  S-inch  rifle. 

The  ram  Tennessee  is  235  feet  in  lengtli.  Has  casemate  platM 
with  iron  2  inches  by  10  inches,  three  plates  in  tluckness.  Made  7} 
knots  on  trial  trip  without  armament,  stores,  or  provisions  on  t>oard. 
May  not  be  rea<iy  for  some  weeks  yet.  It  is  intended  to  mount  4 
10-mchcolujnbiads,of  16,000  pounds  weight;  2  7i-inch  Brooke  rifloH, 
of  19,000  pounds  weight. 

The  Baltic  was  a  towboat;  is  mailed  with  railroad  iron  laid  on 
edgeways,  countersunk,  and  b(»lted  with  riveted  heads  and  nut  and 
screw  inboard;  is  condemned  as  unfit  for  service.  Mounts  I  42- 
pounder,  2  32-pounder8  of  57  hundredweight,  2  12-nounder  howitzers. 

Two  rams,  called  the  Tuscaloosa  and  li-untsxy'ilh ,  are  plated  with 
ii'on  such  as  that  of  the  Tennessee.  2  inches  by  10,  but  onlv  two  plates 
thick.  Will  steam  but  about  3J  knots  ana  mounts  1  firooke  rifle, 
6  inch,  weigliing  14,000  pounds;  4  32-pounders  of  42  hundredweight. 

There  are  also  iitside  the  bay  five  floating  turrets,  covered  with 
railroad  iron,  mounted  on  an  octagonal -shaped  scow,  with  1  8-inch 
culumhiad  mounted  upon  a  circle.     They  have  no  motive  power;  are 
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intended  to  hp  moored  in  the  channchvay.  but  can  not  withstand  the 
shock  of  an  8-iuch  shot. 

The  steamer  Morgan  has  a  small  black  wheelhouse  on  the  platform 
forward  of  tlic  paddle  boxe,-*;  the  Gaines  nothing  of  the  kind. 

From  the  end  of  the  piles  that  cross  the  Hats  from  Fort  Gaiues 
about  tlirec  montlxs  ago  thirty  torpedoes  were  laid  down  on  a  line 
bearing  S.  E.  per  compass  across  the  Main  Ship  C^hannel.  They 
were  in  sliape  like  a  can  buoy,  with  a  chandier  in  eacli  ittul  75  pounds 
powder,  about  the  third  of  a  bar  of  raihxiad  inm  by  -\  inches,  mnnila 
rope  being  used  to  anchor  such,  but  a  number  of  them  had  broken 
adrift  and  g(»ne  up  the  bay.  They  are  to  be  exploded  by  a  percussion 
apparatus. 

At  Cedar  Point  is  an  earthwork  reported  to  mount  four  riltod 
pieces,  32-pounders,  of  7.000  pounds. 

At  the  mouth  of  Spanish  River  i.s  a  battery  clad  with  railroad  iron, 
mounting  six  riHed  X-inch  columbiads.  At  the  mouth  of  Tensas 
Kiver  and  at  the  head  of  the  bay  near  Mobile  are  five  batteries.  The 
fortifications  in  the  rear  of  Mobile  are  very  strong,  with  a  ditch  30 
feet  wide  ami  a  strong  redoubt  every  four  or  five  huudi'ed  yards. 

Fort  Morgan  mounts  <m  bastiim  No.  I,  N.  E..  2  32-noundera, 
weighing  7,000  pounds;  1  24-poimder  rifle  that  ttirows  Reed  and 
Skates  shot  antf  shell,  shaped  like  a  Mini6  ball.  East  ouriaiii,  .'i 
X-incIi  seacoast  mortars;  1  82-iJuuuder,  weigliing  7,000  pounds. 
Bastion  No.  2,  E.  S.  E.,  1  X-nicli  columbiad,  of  11,000  pounds;  2 
32-pounder  rifles,  of  7,000  pounds.  S.  E.  curtain.  1  32-pounder  rifle, 
weighing  7,000  pounds.  Btistiou  No,  3,  2  32-poundei-a,  rilled,  of 
7,000  pounds;  1  X-inch  culumbiad,  of  Ifi.OOO  pounds.  Siiuth  cur- 
tain, 2  24-pounders,  rifled,  weighing  11,000  pounds  and  throwing  a 
projectile  of  6S  pounds;  1  X-imMi  commbiad,  of  14,000  pounds.  Bas- 
tion No.  4.  I  24-nounder  rilU';  1  X-inch  columbiud,  of  16,000  pounds; 
2  32-pounders,  nfled,  of  7,000  pounds.  West  curtain,  facing  cnannel, 
2  Biakely  guns  from  England,  weighing  between  11,000  and  12.000 
pounds,  throwing  a  shell  of  160  pounds  and  a  shot  of  U)(5  pounds 
with  a  chai^je  of  about  14  pounds  of  powder;  3  X-iuch  columbiads, 
of  16,000  ^)ounds.  Bastion  No.  5,  2  32-pounder3,  smoothbore. 
North  curiam,  1  8-inch  smoothbore.  Flank  casemate  guns:  On  each 
flank  of  each  bastion  are  2  24-pouudcr  howitzers,  making  20  flank 
casemate  guns. 

Witliin  the  fort,  in  the  center  of  terreplein,  is  a  citadel  having  ten 
sides  loopholed  for  nmsketry  afid  quarters  on  each  side  for  100  men, 
constructed  of  brick,  4  feet  thick. 

Light-house  battery,  11  32-pounders,  of  7,000  pounds,  smoothbore. 

At  Grant's  Pass,  on  the  site  of  the  old  light^house,  is  an  earthwork, 
very  strong,  mounting  1  100-poimdcr  rifle,  1  64-pounder  rifle,  2  XUl- 
incu  siege  mortars,  2  32-pounders,  smoothbore. 

Fort  Gaines  mounts  1  X-inch  columbiad,  between  14,000  and 
18,000  pounds;  14  32-pounders,  1  32-pounder  rifle,  5  24-pounder  siege 
pieces. 

R,  B.  Hitchcock. 

Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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letter  jnrm  Commodore  Bell,  U .  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Lhhray,  C  8. 
Army,  rerfarding  the  landing  of  Miss  Baker  under  flag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Suxjp  Bkooki-yx, 

Off  Galveston,  February  S6,  1863. 

Sib:  Miss  Harriet  M.  Baker,  belon^ng  to  the  city  of  Houston,  Tex.. 
Is  now  on  boarci  Diin  vessel  with  the  view  of  landing  ami  rejoining:  her 
mother  antl  hrolher,  Mr.  WiUiaiii  R.  Baker,  of  Houston.  The  tlag 
of  truce  was  hoisted  to-<luy  in  order  to  secure  her  Itindin^,  with  your 
concurrence.  General  Banks,  coninmndinj;  I'niled  State's  foroea  at 
New  Orleans,  having  forwarded  Iier  aprcenbly  to  her  urgent  entreaties. 

The  bar  being  very  rouph  al  present,  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  .send 
the.  ladv  in  to-day,  hut  will  8en<i  her  to-morrow  morning  if  you  will 
send  a  boat  out  to  receive  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

■     n.  H.  Bkll, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  U.  5.  Forces,  CoaM  of  Texas* 

Colonel  X.  B.  Debuay,  C.  S.  Army. 

Comnuitiding  Confederate  Forces,  OtUveaton,  Tez. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Famtgul,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  deacrtiona. 

No.  58.]  FiAosnip  HARTPOun, 

Neu^  Means,  Fehruary  W,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  llie  desertion  of  Acting 
Master  Leonard  D.  Snialley,  of  the  V.  S.  gunboat  Ksfrella. 

Mr.  Smalley  was  sxn-veyed  at  different  times  since  the  loss  of  the 
Westfield  by  three  diiTerent  medical  boards,  and  the  enclosed  report 
is  almost  a  duplicate  of  either  of  the  other  two.  At  his  own  request, 
I  ordered  him  outside  on  the  blockade,  but  he  ncclected  to  obey  my 
orders,  saying  he  was  too  unwell  to  do  so,  and  I  nave  now  received 
information  that  he  h^ft  for  New  York  per  (.Jovernment  transport 
Che-Kiang,  which  sailed  about  the  23d  instant. 

I  regret  to  st*te  that  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  other  officers 
from  tne  Westfield  have  pursued  a  course  similar  to  Mr.  Smalley.     I 
shall  make  enquiries  and  report  the  names  to  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fakragct. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the.  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragui,  U.  S.  Navy,  re^garding  deficiency  of 

Oncers. 

No.  51).]  Flagship  IIahtford, 

New  Orleans,  Fehruary  ;i6^  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  we  are  still  very  deficient 
of  officers,  particularly  masters  and  mastei-'s  mates.  Tf»e  promo- 
tions of  the  young  midshipmen  and  of  munv  of  the  master's  mates  to 
ensigtift  Iiave  <ieprived  me  of  subordinate  oificera  to  perform  the  duties 
of  midshipmen. 
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These  young  gentlemen  understand  it  to  be  the  design  of  the 
Department  to  make  them  wardrotirii  oOirerw,  !>ut.  I  have  re<rcived  no 
official  intimation  on  the  sul>je('t .  The  youth  and  very  liinitod  exper- 
ience of  some  nf  these  officers  cause  nie  to  hesitate  in  placing  them  on 
board  the  gunboats,  where  their  responsibilities  are  so  much  greater 
than  in  the  sloo|}s,  and  in  the  sloofis  there  are  not  Kuihcient  rooms 

^to  accommodate  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  G.  FAnRAOUT, 
liear-AdmimJ. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkli<es, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Letter  from  tfu  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farra^l,  V.  S. 
Navy,  reyardiny  ironclads  to  be  added  to  his  squadron. 

Navy  Depahtmknt,  February  ;?7,  1863. 
Sir:  The  Department  lias  sent  to  Kear-Adniiral  Dii  Pont  seven 
ironclads  for  operatifms  against  f'harle^ton,  witli  orders  to  send  a 
part  of  them  to  Pensacola  for  your  squadron  as  soon  as  he  has  tin- 
Lshed  with  tliem. 

The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  wall  send  the  15-inch  ammunition  to  Pen- 
sacola  prepara(<)ry  to  rtperalions  in  the  Gulf. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comdy.  WeM  Gulf  BlcMy.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Hear-Adnnrtil  Farraout,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  IJitchcock, 
U.  S.  Navy,  reyardxny  tiie  ynardiny  of  Grant's  l*as8* 

New  Orleans,  February  S27,  1S63. 
Tour  c-ommunications  of  the  20th  and  24th  instant  have  been 
received.  You  will  keep  the  Clifton  and  Jackfion  in  the  [Mississippi) 
Sound  to  wfttch  Grants  Pass.  When  you  require  transportation 
from  Pensacola  to  Ship  Island  you  will  take  any  of  the  vessels  that 
are  at  Pensacola  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farkaoitt, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  R.  B.  HnxHtxx'K, 

Commanding  Division  Blackading  Forces, 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farmgut,  V .  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Hiich- 
coekf  U.  S.  Naify,  regarding  the  relief  of  the  latter. 

New   Orleans,  February  27,  [tS63]. 
I  received  your  commnnication  and  am  gratified  to  find  that  there 
is  a  probability  of  your  having  a  reUef  at  last. 
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I  was  in  hopes  thai  the  iMckaimnna  was  in  condition  to  go  righ 
to  her  work,  out  I  dospnir  of  ever  sot'ing  u  steamer  ready  to  leave 
port  immodiHU'Iy  on  hpr  arrival;  the  j;enerahly  are  broken  down  on 
their  arrivftl.  I  have  felt  iis  unliapt>y  a.s  yourself  in  respect  («  the 
diiapiduted  condition  uf  your  sliip,  i>ut  1  could  do  no  better  for  you. 
I  am  dependent  on  others,  so  we  must  do  the  best  we  ran. 

I  intendeil  payinji  you  a  vi.sit.  but  found  the  water  on  the  bar  so 
low  that  tlu're  was  tin  chance  of  my  reentering?  the  river  when  ray 
services  were  required.  ^^ 

1  think  the  Lackawanna  superior  to  your  vessel  for  the  service  Bnlici-^| 
pated.     Each  of  her  sliot  will  penetrate  the  rams  if  they  strike  them,  ^» 
and  she  fi^hls  six  j^ins  of  u  side.     I  have  ordereiLthe  Oneida  to  return. 
In  great  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  11.  U.  Hitchcock, 

Commanding  Dnnsi&n  Blockading  Forces, 


Report  oj  Commodore  ReU,  V .  S.  Xavy,  regarding  the  vmt  of  TJ.  R.  M,  5,] 
Immortnlitt*  off  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Ri/x>p  Brooki.vn, 

Off  Galveston,  Fehruarg  :i7,  IS6S. 

Sir:  T^ato  In  the  artenioon  ol  the  ir)th  instant,  H.  B.  M.  steHm 
frigate  ImviortuliU-,  of  liFy  guns,  Captain  Hancock,  arrived  from  the 
Kio  Grande,  and  next  day,  after  having  c-onimunicated  with  the 
British  consul  at  Galveston  by  sending  in  a  boat,  she  sailed  in  the 
afternoon  for  Vera  Cruz. kind) j-^oflering  U)  take  thither  any  dispatches 
I  might  have  to  send.  ^ 

Csptain  llant'ock  remarked  to  the  l>oarding  officer.  Lieutenant  ^| 
Mitclu'll,  that  he  wiis  six  days  from  the  Rio  Grande,  and  had  not  seen  ^ 
any  of  our  blockading  ve.s.sels.  and  the  lieutenant  whom  Cautiiin 
Uanco<'k  sciil  on  boanl  of  nie  said  to  me  they  had  been  withm  17 
miles  of  Galveston  for  thi'ee  days,  seldom  seeing  the  land.  I  am  not 
surprLsod  that  Captain  Ilancoelc  did  not  see  our  blockading  vessels, 
as  the  fogs  for  a  week  or  ten  days  prevfous  had  been  verj'  thick. 
Two  or  three  days  at  a  tmie  elapsed  without  our  seeing  land  or  city, 
onlv  •{  mih^s  distnnt.  For  all  that,  the  bark  Arthur  was  off  Aran.sns 
and  the  schooner  KiHaiinny  oiT  Matagorda  or  I^vaca.  Our  gimlK)at-S 
in  going  down  the  cimst  never  failed  to  Hnd  them  at  their  stations. 

I  am  particular  about  the  state  of  the  weather  prevailing  on  the 
coast  at  that  particular  time,  as  it  may  he  stated  officially  that  our 
vessels  were  not  seen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  n.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Re&r-Admiral  I).  G.  I'^arraottt. 

Comdg.  Weatern  Gulj  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  La* 
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Re'port  of  Cominodtyre  BrU,  U,  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  coniiccted 
vitK  the  blockade  of  Oalvesion, 

U.  S.  Stbam  Siy>oi*  Brooklyn, 

Off  Oahfsinn,  February  27,  1863. 
Sir:  X  roceivori  your  letter  of  tlie  I6l!i  instant  hy  tlic  supply 
steamer  Union  on  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  and  dlspatehcd  the 
Hchooner  AHhea  on  the  25th  aa  soon  as  the  weather  permitted  to 
supply  the  New  Londi>n  and  Cayuga  with  coal,  and  with  orders  for 
Lieutenant-Oonimaiider  Read  to  join  nie  here  immediately,  leaving 
the  Cayuga  to  blockade  Sahine  well  t>lT  (he  Itmd.  I'pon  llie  arrival 
of  that  officer  I  will  know  the  condition  of  the  New  London  and 
Cayuga  for  blockading,  and  will  be  the  better  informed  after  con*«uita- 
tion  with  him  as  to  the  feasibility  ot  blockading  Galveston  with  three 
gunboats  and  one  olT  Sabine.  I  say  three  j^nboata,  counting  the 
Qwasco,  because  I  can  scarcely  count  upon  the  Katahdins  failin}^ 
boilers.     I  can  in  no  event  leave  before  tno  arrival  of  the  Owasco. 

I  am  greatly  embarrassed  by  yoxn  letter.  1  fully  appreciate  the 
difiicultie,s  of  v*>i""  situation,  arising  from  your  diminished  force  in 
the  river,  and  nave  a  hearty  desire  to  strengthen  you  with  the  Brook- 
lyn. Yet  J  have  already  expressed  to  you  ny  o])inion  as  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  giuifjuats  for  this  particular  blockade.  I  will 
either  come  myself  or  send  the  KaUthdin  U\  report. 
Very  respc<*tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 
Rear-Admirai  I).  G.  Farraoft, 

Comdg.  Western  Oidf  Blockdg.  Sffuofhon,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Letter  from  Major-Genernl  HaUecl',  U.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Bankn, 
U.  S.  Army,  urging  that  opertiiionn  be  pushed  vtith  iTigor. 

Wa.'^ijinoton.  February  27,  ISb'S. 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  l'2th  instant  has  been  received  and 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

River  steamers  can  not  at  this  season  be  sent  from  hei*e  to  New 
Orleans.     The  Navy  Department  has  sent  some  additional  vessel" 
to  Admiral  Farragut,  which  must  have  arrived  after  the  date  of  j 
letter. 

*  «  4  *     .  *  *  * 

The  Navy  at  this  time  can  afford  yoii  ver>-  little  additional  aid. 
It  is  hoped  that  your  operations  up  the  river  will  be  pushed  wit 
vigor.     There  is  much  dissatisfaction  nei*e  at  the  delay,  but  probaht 
the  obstacles  you  have  had  to  contend  with  are  m»t  lully  appreciated. 
It  is  expected  that  the  gunboats  will  be  able  to  pass  tmough  the 
canal  at  Vicksburg  bv  or  before  the  5th  of  March.     But  as  tliis  is 
uncertain  and  depentfent  upon  the  heigbt  of  the  water  in  the  river, 
your  operations  must  not  be  delayed  for  those  of  General  Grant. 
The  course  pursued  by  you  in  regard  to  trade  in  cotton  is  approved. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-  in  Chief. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding,  etc,,  New  Orleans, 


Report  oj  Conttuvdore  Bell,  U.  S.  Natyy,  regardmg  gmftal  maUera  per- 
taining to  his  command. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sux»p  Brookltn, 

Off  GfiivfMoti.  Ffhrmnj  ^7,  1S63. 

Sir:  Tlir  supply  stoamor  Unifm  arrived  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  23d 
instant  with  six  weeks'  sTipplies  of  provisions  for  the  four  giinboats^, 
the  bark  Arihur.  and  schooner  Kiiiaiinny.  Thei-e  were  im  nrovisionsl 
to  spare  for  the  Brooklyn  after  thoso  vessels  were  supplied,  and  she 
has  now  about  thirty  days'  rations  on  board.  The  supply  steamer 
Unitm  broujiht  only  3S0  gallons  of  oil  instead  of  TiOO  »;alIons,  all  of 
which  was  ^\-vv\\  to  the  gunboats.  This  leaves  llie  Ihwikhjn  with 
twenty-five  days'  oil,  lull  steaming. 

The  coal  scliooner  AHh^a,  after  supplying  in  part  the  Brooklyn 
and  two  gunboats,  left  for  Sabine  Pass  on  the  25th  with  139  tonai 
coal  for  the  Nt^w  London  and  the  Cayuga. 

Tho  bark  Brilliant  has  arrived  with  .'ISO  tons  more  coal,  out  o 
which  the  Brooklyn  will  rcT|uire  200  tons,  if  I  shall  finally  decide, 
after  seeing  LieutenHnt-(\ininiandor  Kead,  to  remain  here  on  block- 
ade.    I  sent  oi-ders  by  the  Althfa  for  Lieutenant-Commander  Read 
to  join  me  here  as  soon  as  he  can  coal  fri>ni  that  vessel. 

The  Kittatinny,  having  run  entirely  out  of  water,  provisions,  and 
fuel,  came  up  here  on  the  26th.  and  it  is  probable  I  shall  send  her  to 
Pensacola,  as  I  understand  the  Ariderfion  and  Henry  Jantft  are  oi 
their  way  out  to  join  the  )>lockade. 

Tlie  boilers  of  the  h'afahdin  are  in  an  exceedingly  bad  condition, 
forty  of  the  tubes  in  one  boiU'r  and  several  in  the  other  have  been 
plugged  since  her  arrival  from  the  river.  She  is  obliped  to  haul  her 
nres  every  day  or  two,  but  I  shall  keep  her  here  until  the  aixival  of 
tlie  Owafico,  and  perhaps  longcT. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  t he  gunl>oat.s  at  Sabine  Pa.ssfor  a  month, 
and  know  nothing  of  their  condition. 

I  know  it  is  painful  to  yon,  admiral,  to  receive  statements  of  the 
broken-down  condition  of' your  vessels,  and  it  is  equally  painful  to 
make  the  statements,  but  it  is  sometimes  hoped  that  something 
better  mav  have  been  sent  out  from  the  North  which  may  be  sent 
here  to  refieve  them.  I  appreciate  j'our  embarrassments  in  the  river 
and  out  of  tho  river,  and  will  do  mv  utmost  to  mitigate  them. 

One  of  the  gunboats  has  been  blockading  olF  \'elas<'o  ever  since 
the  1 6th. 

I  am  positive  that  the  Harriet  iMne  has  not  passed  out  of  this  har- 
bor; she  is  not  in  sight,  however,  but  is  l»elieved  to  l>e  at  Harrisburg 
undergoing  some  alterations  either  as  an  ironclad  or  ram. 

The  rebels  are  industriously  working  with  pde  driver  and  steamers 
in  the  inner  harbor  near  the  entrance  at  Fort  Point  upon  something 
not  yet  understood  by  us.  Tliey  continue  strengthening  their 
defenses. 

Very  respoctfulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Beix, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  O.  FAnnAatrr, 

Vomdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  Im. 
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Letter  jrom  French  ron»uJ<tr  agent  at  GalvtMon  to  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S. 
Navy,  claiming  compensation  for  the  sloop  Juliana. 

Translation.)  Conspiar  Agency  of  Fravce, 

Gaheaton,  Fehruanj  27,  186$. 

Co^^MOT>onE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  horowith  copies 
of  various  dociiinpnts  rolating  to  a  claim  of  $301)  inadi^  V)y  Mr.  Nicho- 
las Drouct,  sr.  (plaintitif),  a  French  citizen,  for  the  valiio  and  dam- 
ages of  a  sloop  named  Jniiana,  which  belonged  to  him  and  wliich  was 
unlawfully  seized  by  the  Na\'y  of  the  United  States  while  in  the  port 
of  Galveston. 

The  readine  alone  of  these  documents,  commodore,  will  aufficientlv 
inform  you  oi  this  claim,  of  which  Commodore  Renshaw  has  acknowl- 
edged the  justice,  but  orders  for  wliich  they  have  not  been  able  to 
have  executed,  tlie  object  in  htigation — tiiat  is  to  say,  the  sloop 
Juliana — never  having  been  removwi  from  the  place  where  tho  officers 
or  sailors  of  the  gunboat  Owasco  sunk  her  and  linving  long  since  gone 
to  pieces. 

I  beg  of  you,  commodore,  in  acknowledging  tho  receipt  of  this,  to 
inform  me  if  this  affair  can  he  arranged  ny  y»iu  directly-,  or  if  you 
think  it  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  Government  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  you,  commodore,  the  assurance  of 
my  most  respectful  i-cgards. 

R.  Tn^:RO\. 
Consular  Agent  of  France. 

Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

P.  S. — Having  deemed  it  advisable  not  to  leave  my  post  willingly 
except  on  a  vessel  of  war  of  ime  of  my  Govemment.s  [France  or 
Spainl,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  later  when  I  shall  cease 
to  perfonn  my  consular  functions. 

B.  T. 


LfUtT  from  the  As/dnlani  Secretnrg  of  th/'  iVaiyy  to  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
ragutj  V .  S.  Navg,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  ironclad-^. 

Navy  Department,  Fehmary  28,  1863. 
Dear  AnMinAi.:  Thi  Pont  will  very  soon  be  at  work  against  the 
enemy  with  the  tnmclads,  and  if  anytliing  is  left  of  them  they  will  go 
du-ectly  to  you  in  sufficient  number  to  enable  you  to  complete  the 
possession  of  the  Southern  ports  within  your  command.-  Dahlgren 
will  commence  sending  the  ammunition  to  Pensacola  as  the  nearest 
depot.  Xo  time  can  be  iixed  for  their  coming,  as  it  depends  upon 
Du  Font's  movements,  but  he  has  been  directed  to  uae  great  dispatch 
in  getting  thorn  to  you.  \Mien  you  hear  of  the  fall  of  Charleston 
ana  Savannah,  look  for  their  coming. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G,  Farraout, 

Comdg.  West  Qvtf  Blckdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Bankft,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  propoui 
cooperative  mmrment  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  eonimunicaiion  witk 
the  lied  Hiver  country. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gut^, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Februanj  i^S,ISG3. 
General:     *     *     *     My  dispatch  by  the  Columbia  will  h&ve  in- 
fornu'd  you  <>f  tlio  pinbarrflsfiing  loss  <if  (.be  gunboat  Kinsman,  equal 
in  elTcct  to  Ibo  destruction  of  two  battaiions. 

******  « 

Emory's  command  returned  to  CarroUton  to  await  the  transport*- 
tion  necessary  to  carry  out  tho  niovpnient  upon  Atchufulaya  from 
Bcrwifk  Bay;  but  in  the  ineanwliile  (he  oaptnrp  of  the  Queen  of  thi. 
Wf8t  and  the  more  recently  r('i>orteiI  capture  of  the  De  Soto  has  led 
Admiral  Farragtit  to  the  ronrlusinn  that  some  vigorous  niovemenl 
upon  Ills  part  wajs  necessary  to  coonerat^i  with  the  gunboats  abor« 
in  endeavoring  to  cut  off  tlie  enemy  s  conmiunicatJons  with  the  Red 
River  countr>'  and  to  destroy  his  gunboats  in  those  waters.  Such  a 
movement,  the  admiral  represented  to  me,  nuist  include  the  greater 
portion  of  his  fleet,  and  would  of  necessity  involve  the  cooperative 
movement  of  the  land  forces  upon  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  while  the 
Navy  should  be  engaged  in  passing  the  enemy's  hatteriea  on  the  river 
Such  cooperation  we  could  only  render  with  efliciency  and  a  proba- 
bility of  success  by  concentrating  our  whole  available  force  for  the 
movement-     *     *     * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-Oeneral,  Comniariding. 

Major-General  TI.  W.  IIalleck, 

General  in  Chief,  WaJth'm^on,  D.  C. 


I 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Naiftj,  commnndinf}  V .  S.  S.  J/t««"*ny>/n, 
giving  descriptioii  of  a  floating  torpedo. 

U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 
Off  Baton  Rtmge,  February  2S,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  communication  from  Commander  Cald' 
well  in  relation  to  the  illicit  tratUc  in  which  the  Frank  Mumford  has 
been  enga^d,  l)ut  as  no  witnesses  can  be  produced  to  testify  to  her 
irregularities,  f  would  respectfully  suggest  that  she  be  allowed  to 
take  in  another  cargo  before  she  is  seized.  She  left  here  on  the  26th  | 
for  New  Orleans.  | 

I  enclose  also  the  usual  monthly  returns,  with  some  drawings  in 
detail  of  a  torpedo  that  was  dLscovered  yesterday  morning  by  the 
executive  officer  of  the  Essex  abeam  of  tliia  sliip,  floating  down  in      i 
mid-channel.  ^^ 

The  barrel  supporting  the  torpedo  was  attached  to  a  log  by  5  or  v^M 
fathoms  of  rope,  and  tliere  was  a  hea\'>*  weight  suspended  to  that^ 
also,  but  the  rope  parted  in  our  elforts  to  secure  it.  The  cylinder 
was  air-tight,  made  of  the  heaviest  Ixiiler  iron,  filled  with  1 14  pounds 
No.  7  cannon  powder,  and  having  iujiide  a  clock  fitted  on  the  foe-bell 
principle.  The  clock  wtis  iiicasr<l  in  tin,  whirh  case  cotitained  the 
priming  powder.     It  has  two  hammers,  which  are  designed  to  ex- 
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ry  pistol  cai>s,  and  had  not  nin  down  when  captured. 
ratu»  is  as  ingenious  as  it  it  is  formidable,  and  will 
LT  inspection, 
jectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Smith, 

Captain, 
D.  G.  Farraout, 
ling  Gulf  Blockad'mtj  Squadron,  Neiv  Orleans. 

seU  attached  to  the  West  Gulf  BlocJcading  S^adron, 
March  1,  1 863. 

KUOM. 

Hank. 

CUm  uKl  ■Ution.                                            J 
•                                                               II 

Steamer.    K«r  Orleans.                                                    jl 
Do                                                                            .     1 

Cotnniodnn<  II. H.  [Icll Stiuunffr     (iaIvMton.Tex.                                                      1 

C»pt  S.F-Hawird 

Steamer.     New  Oilean*. 
Steamer.     BAton  Rniig". 
Bteainer.     Mobile  XiU^-hult. 
Sloop     CaiToUton,  1^ 
Frigate.    PeosHcuJs  3nf 
Stainwr.    Naw  Or1n>n» 
StaaiDPr    Searvh  nf  r»l>p-l  [•rulwrii. 
IroDclad.    Above  Baton  Rougo. 
Gunboat.    Sablna  Paaa. 
Guoboat.    OalTMtoD.Tvx. 

no 

Stfamor    MUsiMlprii  S»iini). 
Guoboat.     Mobilff  lilM-kad4> 
Ounboftt.     I'laquf^lnr^,  La. 
Ooobout     Uoblle  blockade 

Do.                                                                                      , 

GuBboat.    nonaldaoDTllla,  La                         ^^^^^M 
Ouaboat.    MoMk  blockade.                                ^^^^H 
Gunboat.     Naw  Orleana^palrlnf.                    ^^^^^M 
OuDboat     Sabine  Paaa.Tn.                            ^^^^H 
Gunboat.    NciwOrieaoa.r«palrtiiC-                  ^^^^^H 
Ounboat,    Baton  Bouce                                  ^^^^^H 
Gunboat.    MoUl*  blocfaid*.                             ^^^^H 
81oep.    BMp  laland.                                          ^^^^^1 
Slpan:t«r.    Alialsilppl  Soiuul.                              ^^^^^H 
8lniiiicr.     norwiok  nav                                        ^^^^^H 
SrbtkoniT      IVniuuxiU  llay,                                   ^^^^^^| 
Stonwblri.    Stiip  Island.                                    ^^^^H 
Homh  auioonnr.     llbaUirtppI  RUiir.                   ^^^^^H 
Bark.     Araoaua  Pafla,Tex.                                   ^^^^^H 
Stram«r     Nfw  OrlMuia                                    ^^^^^H 
tiriff.     pPoaArToln  Say.                                          ^^^^^H 
Bomb  itrhoonrr     UlMlMlppt  RIvor.                   ^^^^^H 
Sebooocr.     Raat  Paas.SanU  Rosa  laland.          ^^^^H 
Schooner     lllMlsslppi  Hivfr                                    ^^H 
Sottooner.    Petit  Bote  Pb».                               ^^^^M 
Bark     PiniMroU  Bay.                                      ^^^^^M 
Bomb  HL-booiivr.     Miiiabififppl  River.                   ^^^^^^| 
gton>  Imrk       I'MixarnL*  Bay                                     ^^^^^^| 
Barkentiiir.     New  Uricana.                                  ^^^^^^| 
Stnrmhtp.     ritiMcoU  Bar.                                  ^^^^^H 

uiwiHrppi 

Capt-J.  B-MarcliuiKl 

Fff tin^ip^  

Comdr.r.n  n.c«lJwell ,.. 

Lt.Comdr.J.K.IIiirt 

Lt.CoiDdr.w.M.auable 

Lt.Oi'ni(lr.  W.K.lfiiyo 

Ktoto 

Ll.rr.milr.J.II.IliiM«\l 

Lt.Comdr.  Il.WlUon , 

Lt.Comdr.J.SMllwoIl 

Kvtrelk 

Lt.  Coindr.  A .  1*.  Cwtkc 

ArtB.  Vol.  LI  Q.  A.  Hooper 

Ac1s.Vol.M.II.D.Uuiton 

Aeti.  Vol.  I.t.  1..  W.  I'Mintnirton . . 
Acig.  Vol.  hi.  T.  P.  Wade 

RpUrf 

Actic.  Histor  F  F:  BUochAivl    _ .. 
Actg.  Mutci  G.  W.  Browne 

John  (Irtintb 

Actg.llmstrT  K.U.  HniMT 

Aetg.  HMtor  A.  riiHsUAn 

Ma rU  A.Wood 

U'.fl.  Andprsfift   

nilvfr  ri.t^e 

Actft  MaxtfT  M.  B.  Flomp 

Actg.MBiiti'r  M.  Jordan '  Slramrr     Brrwii'k  Bnjr.                                        ^^^^^H 

Bton  bark.     Nrw  Orfeana.                                   ^^^^^^M 
Steamer.    T  ranapo  rt                                         ^^^^^H 
Btorc  bark      N«w  Orlrani.                                   ^^^^^H 
Stntmer.    Berwlrk  Buy.                                   ^^^^^1 
Steamer.    New  Orlcana.diaabled.                     ^^^^^H 
Sloop-    Penaai^oln                                             ^^^^^H 
Yaont.     Lake  I'oncbartrala.                               ^^^^^H 
Sofaoooer     Prnaacola.                                          ^^^^^H 
Brig.     Baton  Houoe.                                    ^^^^^^^^M 
Bomb  Khoooer.    Baton  Rouge.             ^^^^^^^^1 

Acl^Uutcr  J.D.t'tiUdB 

Aotg-llMtcT  n.S.Uiirphr 

Aclg.  Master  T.L.P(>teraini 

ActR  MiistprC,  W.WUwn 

Acti:.  MMHU<r  W.F.SluoliUnd  ... 
Aotu  \i^l.  I.i- A.T.SpcAr 

I^iitlli        

Pnblt" 

Aclg.  MndtiT  ( : .  W.  wood 

Actg.  Kn^lRn  K.M.  Clark 

Aclg.EoaigR  K.O.Adams 

^ 
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Rejtort  of  Eear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  change  tn 
the  ar^mament  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahfla. 

New  Ohleans,  March  3.  186S. 

Sir:  The  3fononga7teJa  has  now  joim'd  this  siiuudron,  and  I  am 
preparing  her  for  ^oin"  tip  Uir  river.  Her  annaraenb  is,  I  think, 
insufficipiit  for  a  ship  oFher  size,  particularly  for  river  work.  I  shall 
therefore  put  on  her  six  more  guns,  such  as  I  can  get.  I  have  sent 
to  Pensocola  for  32s  of  33  hundredweight,  to  he  taken  from  tho 
frigate  Potomac.  If  tlie  Department  does  not  approve  of  tliis  addi- 
tional annamrnt,  it  can  be  takon  off  when  she  finishes  lier  services 
on  this  station.  In  uiy  opinion  her  best  armament  would  be  six 
8-inch  guns  of  55  hundreaweight.  The  ship  has  not  the  breadth 
of  beam  suflicient  for  a  larger  gun  to  work  at  advantage  in  the  broad- 
side. 

Tho  three  pivot  guns  can  not  keep  up  a  sufficiently  rapid  fire  to 
prevent  lier  dtniks  being  swept  by  grape  or  musketry  before  they 
can  reload,  and  in  river  work  it  is  all-important  to  keep  up  a  constantp 
wcLl-direct^id  fire. 

I  8liouhl  be  glad  to  liave  sent  out  eight  or  ten  guns  of  33  himdred- 
wetght  for  use  in  the  gunboats,  if  the  Bureau  can  spare  me  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAURAonr, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahloren. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Natnf.  transmitting  request 
of  foreigners  at  Mobile  for  -permission  to  leave  thai  port. 

No.  64.]  Flaoshtp  ITartfori), 

Nt'W  Orlranjf,  March  2,  186S. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  communication  (A)  from  the  French  vice-consul 
at  Mobile,  requesting  permission  for  the  exit  of  a  steamer  with  French 
and  other  foreign  citizens,  witli  the  privilege  of  the  steamer  return- 
ing to  that  port,  which  I  decUned  to  pcrnut,  by  letter  (B),  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed. 

I  have  had  an  understanding  with  tho  captain  of  the  French  war 
steamer  Lavoisier,  and  he  informs  mo  that  lie  would  make  .\dmiral 
Reynaud  aware  of  the  fact-s  in  the  case,  and  ask  bis  instructions, 
ano  promised  me  that  every  preraution  should  be  taken  to  see  that 
there  was  no  violation  of  the  privilege  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farhaout, 

Rf^r- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[EnclomilH.] 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Oitt.f, 

Mobile,  February  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Tn  behalf  of  Monsieur  Portz.  French  vice-consul  at  this  oort, 
and  the  citizens  of  France,  for  whom  he  makes  aj>pIicatioD,  I  trans- 
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mit,  under  a  flag,  the  communication  of  the  vice-consul,  herewith 
Buclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Major-Generai,  Conimandin^. 
Captain  Hitcbcock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Blockading  Squadron  off  JfobUe. 


MoBiLK.  Ffhnmrtj  t6,  186S. 

A  certain  number  of  French  and  other  fdreigners,  desiring  to 
return  to  Europe  via  New  Orleam},  have  chart<?red  a  steamboat 
to  take  them  to  that  city. 

1  take  the  liberty  for  that  object  to  ask  you  in  the  name  of  my 
Government  if  that  boat  will  be  allowed  by  tiie  blockading  squadron 
of  the  United  States,  on  her  voyage  to  New  Orleans,  and  to  return 
to  Mobile. 

I  dure  hope  that  this  will  be  assented,  and  that  the  answer  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  give  to  me  will  be  in  the  afiirmative. 
Accept  the  assurances  of  my  respect, 

PORTZ, 

Tlu  French  Viee-Con9\d  at  Mobile. 
[Commodore  Hitchcock,] 

Vomdg.  the  United  States  Naval  Forces  off  Mobile. 


U.  S.  Flaoship  Haktford, 

New  Orleans,  February  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  thp  honor  to  aclcnowlodge  the  receipt  of  vour  communi- 
cation of  the  IGtli  iriiitant,  in  wliich  jou  are  pleased,  to  express  to 
the  commanding  ofliccr  off  Mobile  a  wish  to  send  away  from  that 
city  a  certain  number  of  French  and  other  foreigners  desiring  to 
return  Lo  Eurouo  via  New  Orleans,  and  furthermore  to  designate 
the  manner  in  wnich  it  is  to  be  done,  viz,  by  sending  theni  in  a  steamer 
Ui  Now  Orleans,  and  that  steamer  to  be  permitted  to  return  to 
Mobile. 

In  reply  to  this  I  have  to  state  that  there  is  no  objection  to  thd 
departui*e"  of  the  French  subjects  from  Mobile  in  either  of  the  fol- 
lowing modes,  viz,  to  be  brought  down  to  Mobile  Bar  and  placed 
on  board  a  French  vessel  of  war;  or,  to  be  brought  down  to  the  bar 
and  placed  on  board  a  vessel  sent  by  the  French  Goveninicut  for 
that  purpose,  and  be  conveyed  to  New  Orleans  or  elsewhere,  under 
the  conduct  of  a  French  officer.  But  no  vessel  will  \n^.  permitted 
to  take  them  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans  and  then  return  to  that 

fort.  Moreover,  in  the  mamier  proposed  by  me,  the  hOuor  of  the 
rench  consul  will  be  understood  as  plcdi!:ed  that  no  |>ei:son  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  so-called  Confederate  States  shall  bo 
permitted  to  take  passage  in  the  vessel  carrying  the  refugees,  and, 
in  fact,  that  none  other  than  citizens  of  France  and  other  foreigners 
having  their  passports  duly  signed  by  their  rcspoctive  consuls,  shall 
take  passage  m  said  vessel. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

D.  G.  FAttRACSCT, 

Bear-Admiral,  CoJttdy.  Wtgl  Gulj  Squadron. 
Monsieur  Poetz, 

Ci/tisul  oj  Fmnct,  Mobile. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farraput,   U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  plan  of 
operations  in  the  MiaHaHppi  and  on  the  coast. 

No.  66.]  Fi-AasHip  Hartford, 

New  Orleans^  March  2,  i86S. 

Sm:  I  have  recently  seen  persons  from  Mobile,  and  they  all  con- 
cur in  the  statement  that  proviaioua  are  verv  high,  and  very  scarce 
even  at  those  high  iigures.  Flour,  SlOO  per  oarrel;  bacon  and  meat 
of  every  kind  $1  per  pound;  meal,  $2U  per  sack.  1  believe  that  the 
inhabitants  would  be  verjj*  glad  to  have  us  occupy  the  city,  but  it  is 
a  question  tiow  far  Mobile  would  be  of  beneut  to  us  l>eyuud  the 
I>ossession  of  the  forts. 

I  am  doing  nothing  but  blockading  the  ports  on  the  coast  until 
the  general  has  a  force  at  disposal  for  an  attack  upon  Galveston,  and 
1  havu  one  or  two  vessels  drawing  at  most  H  feet. 

At  present  I  am  all  ready  to  make  an  attacrk  on  or  run  the  bat- 
teries at  Port  Hiul.'son,  so  as  to  form  a  junction  with  the  army  and 
navy  abo^-e  Vicksburg.  i  am  induced  to  this  by  learning  that  the 
rebels  have  captured  tl»e  Queen  of  the  We&t  and  Indianota,  and  are 
making  preparations  to  capture  Ine  other  vessels  that  have  passed 
below  vicksburg.  TItc  anny  of  General  Banks  will  attack  by  land 
or  make  a  reconnoissanc^e  in  force  at  the  same  time  thab  we  run  the 
■batteries.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  wc  can  aid  General  Grant  by 
attacking  the  battery  at  Warrenton,  below  Vicksburg,  which  the 
surgeon  of  the  Queen  of  the  West — who  is  a  paroled  prisoner  with 
me — tells  me  was  the  cause  of  their  having  to  destroy  their  prizes, 
as  they  could  nut  pa.'w  the  Wari-enton  batteries.  If  I  go  to  Vicks- 
bui^,  the  Deoartment  may  be  assured  that  I  will  only  aid,  and  not 
interfere  witli  the  otlioers  in  command  there,  as  I  so  understand 
my  orders  of  October  2,  1862,  and  I  have  but  one  purpose,  and  that 
is  the  good  of  our  common  country.  My  first  object  will  be  to  destroy 
the  boats  and  cut  off  the  supplies  from  Red  Kiver.  We  expect  to 
move  in  less  than  a  week.  I  shall  take  the  four  ships,  Hartford, 
Mis»iss-ipifi,  Rickmond,  and  Monoagakehi,  ami  three  giiid>i>at'S  and 
the  Brooliyn,  if  she  arrives  in  time.  I  fear  that  the  Eksi'.x  will  be 
too  heavy  a  tow  to  take  up  against  the  current,  but  I  will  experiment 
before  1  make  the  attempt.  1  desire  to  pass  up  with  as  little  damage 
to  my  vessels  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  most  efficient  above  and  on 
my  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Hon.  GiuEO.N  Wku.es. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU,   U.   8.   Na\nj,  to  Lieutenant'-Commander 
Lowry,  U.  S.  Navtj,  conunandlntf  U.  S.  S.  Sdota, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gahestou,  March  J?,  1S63. 
Sir:  Aa  soon  as  yt>ti  are  ready,  proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  to  blockade 
tliat   coast    with    the   Caijw/a,   Licutenant-Commauticr   McDcrniut, 
whom  vtm  will  find  there.     Hitsbaud  your  coal  as  much  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  R.  B.  Lowry, 

Coutuiandimj  U .  S.  Gunboat  Sciota,  off  Galvestonj  Tex. 

P.  S. — In  going  up,  keep  the  coast  iii  view. 


lieport  of  Hcar-Admiral  Farragui,  V .  8.  Navy,  regardimj  desertions. 

Flagship  IUrtkord, 

New  Orhans,  Marcli  3,  1863. 
Sir:  In  my  dispaUrh  No.  58,  under  date  26th  ultimo,  1  informed  the 
Department  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  other  officers  from  the 
Wenijield  have  pursued  a  course  similar  to  Mr.  Smalley  (deserted).    1 
now  find  mv  surmises  to  Iiave  been  well  grounded. 

Acting  Tliin!  A.s.sislaMt  Engineers  tJenr^'c  S.  Baker  and  Charles  W. 
Smith  wen^  ordered  by  nie  on  the  20th  Jamiurv  to  proceed  to  Baton 
Rouge  and  reptjrt  lo  Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell  for  duty  on  the 
Essex.  Commander  Caldwell  to-day  informs  me  that  these  officers 
never  reported  to  him,  nor  have  they  been  heard  from  aiuce.  I  have 
marked  them  deserted  and  hope  the  Department  will  make  a  severe 
example  of  these  three  rases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Uon.  QiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlu  Navy. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S. 
Navy,  warning  him  of  a  possible  attach  by  V.  S.  ram  Wthb  and  cap- 
tured  United  States  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  March  3,  1803. 
Sib:  A  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Porter, 
dated  the  27tn  ultimo,  reports  the  captuie  of  one  of  his  ironclad 
steamei's,  the  hidianola.  wkicli  he  had  sent  below  Vieksburg.  The 
capture  was  made  by  the  rebel  ram  Wthh  and  the  Queen  of  tiie  West, 
which  latter  vessel  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  a  tew  days  previous. 
It  is  not  known  whether  the  Indianoh-  was  destroyed  or  not.  1/  not, 
the  rebels  may,  with  her  and  such  other  force  as  they  can  collect,  pro- 
ceed down  the  Mississippi  and  make  an  attack  upon  your  vessels. 
You  should  therefore  be  on  your  guard. 
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Tlie  Department  wishes  you  to  hold  a  court  of  enqiiiry  upon  the 
senior  officer  off  Mobile  ul  tHc  tiuic  the  Florida  escaped. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

GioEoN  Welles, 

Secreianj  oj  the  Navy, 
Rear-Adniiral  David  G.  FAnaAQur, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  liJacladijuj  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  (he  Sfcret^mj  o!  State  io  the  Secretary  of  the  Nax^y  regarding 
money  placed  on  hoard  a  British  ship  o/  war  for  conveyance  to  flavana. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  3,  1863. 

Sib:  T  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  voiu:  information  the  copy  of 
a  c<hrri's[itin(i('iir('  wliicb  Iihh  just  taken  ]jlace  between  Lord  Lyons  and 
niyself  touehin^  the  con(]ui't  of  the  in-line  British  consul  at  Mobile, 
who  placc<l  a  large  sum  of  money  on  boarn  of  a  British  ship  of  war  o(f 
that  port  on  account  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  conveyance  to 
Havana. 

I  ain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

(EiwIoMira*.) 

Washington,  MarrJi  /,  i86S, 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  learned  with  great  surprise 
and  regret  that  a  laree  sum  of  money  was  put  on  board  one  oi  her 
Majesty's  ships  off  Xfubile  by  Mr.  Magee.  tne  acting  British  consul, 
ana,  in  compliance  witli  a  reciuisition  made  by  him,  conveyed  in  that 
ship  to  Havana  and  put  on  shore  there.  It  appears  thst  the  money 
in  ouestion  was  jilacod  in  Mr.  Magee's  hands  by  agents  of  the  State  of 
Alaoamu  and  was  destined  to  pay  interest  due  to  British  subjects, 
and  pavable  in  London  on  bonds  of  tliat  State.  But  this  circum- 
stance has  not  affected  the  view  taken  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
of  tbe  transaction.  They  consider  the  conduct  of  Mr".  Magee  to  have 
been  entirely  at  variance  with  the  duties  of  an  agent  of  a  neutral 
power,  and  thev  hiive  directed  me  to  inform  you  that,  on  becoming 
acouaintcd  with  liis  proceiniings,  they  have,  without  any  delay,  sent 
orciers  to  nie  to  disnuss  bini  from  tbei'r  service. 

Her  Maiesty's  Gtivernmenl  has  instructed  me  to  say  further  that 
they  greatly  regret  that  any  person  in  their  emp!4>yment  shoidd  have 
been  guilty  of  such  conduct  as  that  which  has  lea  to  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  youp 
most  obedient,  hundde,  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  W^iLLLAM  H.  Sewakd,  etc. 
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Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  i,  1863, 

My  Lori>:  I  have  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoxir 
lordship's  note  of  the  1st  inslunt,  wliioli  informs  me  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment has  leanicd  with  surprise  and  regret  that  the  acting  British 
consul  at  Mobile  had  put  a  large  sum  of  nionev  on  board  of  a  British 
ship  of  war  at  that  port  on  account  ot  the  Stat«  ot  Alabama,  and 
that,  in  compliance  with  Ilia  requiaitiou,  the  moaey  had  be*u  cou- 
veved  to  Havana. 

Your  note  further  informs  me  that  her  Majesty's  GoTemment  has 
disapproved  the  proceeding  of  the  said  consul  and  had,  in  eouse- 
([uence  thereof,  peremptorily  dismissed  him  from  the  public  semce. 

I  am  instructed  tu  express  to  you  the  President's  satisfaction  with 
this  prttmpt  and  just  vindication  by  the  British  Government  of  its 
authority  and  honor,  and  of  its  determination  to  compel  ix*spect  by 
it«  agents  lor  the  authority  of  the  Unitod  States. 

Trusting  that  you  wHl  communicate  thes<t  sentiments  to  her 
Majesty's  Government,  1  avaU  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
your  lordship  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

Wnj-iAM  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 

The  Kight  lion.  Lord  Lyons,  etc. 


Letter  jrom  the  Secreiaru  oj  State  to  tlw.  Secretary  oj  the  Navy,  regarding 
a  cfuinge  of  lirtlUsh  con9\dnr  officers  at  Mobile. 

Department  of  State, 

Washiiigton,  March  5,  1863, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information  that  in  a  note 
of  yesterday  from  Lord  Lyons,  in  whicli  he  advised  nie  that  In  conse- 

Suence  ot  tlie  thsmlssat  of  Mr.  James  Magee  from  the  office  of  acting 
Titish  consul  at  Mobile  the  charge  of  her  ^lajesty's  consulate  at  that 
place  will  be  placed  temporarily  in  the  hands  ot  Monsieur  I'ortz,  vice- 
con^iul  of  France:  His  lordship  also  observes  that  he  is  about  to 
re(|uest  the  commander  in  chief  of  her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  these 
seas  to  send  one  of  her  Majesty's  ships  to  Mobile  to  convey  instruc- 
tions from  his  lordship  to  Mr.  Magee  to  transfer  the  charge  of  her 
Majesty's  consulate  to  Mr.  Portai  and  instructions  from  the  minist<T 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to  Mr.  Portz  to  take  charge  ol  that  con- 
sulate. Ilis  lordship  Ukewise  adds  that  he  proposes  to  suggest  to  the 
commander  in  chief  that  the  captain  of  the  sliip  sent  with  these 
instructions  be  authoi-iztnl  to  bring  Mr.  Magee  away  from  Mobile,  and 
to  be  at  the  same  time  enjoined  to  be  careful  not  to  take  any  article 
on  board  wliich  is  not  bona  tide  a  purt  ol  Mr.  Mogee's  uwu  personal 
effects. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  these  arrangements  meet  with  the  approval 
of  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiLUAM  II.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Natfy. 
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Leti&r  Jrom  C&mmodore  Ilitckcock,  U .  S.  Natyy,  to  Captain  JeTiJtins, 
XJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  geiieral  matters, 

U.  S.  S.  SUSQUEHAXNA, 

Off  AtohUe,  March  S,  1863. 

Dear  Sib:  Your  kind  letters  have  reaclieii  me,  many  of  them  of 
oUI  dfttes.  We  have  hnt  few  upportuiiities  of  sending  to  you.  My 
oflicitil  letters  coutain  all  that  taKes  place  iiere. 

I  suppose  that  I  deserved  the  castigatioji  you  gave  nie  for  growl- 
ing. tVell,  fur  alt  that,  it  is  hard  lo  be  in  the  command  of  so  inefU- 
cient  a  ship. 

As  to  the  court  of  enquirv,  it  is  all  right:  you  will  be  my  principal 
witness.  If  it  will  only  taKo  me  out  of  tnis  ship  before  somethmg 
still  worse  occurs  1  will  be  thankful. 

The  Lackawanna  is  still  at  Pensacola,  but  I  hope  to  see  her  this 
week.  Marchand  h^  taking  more  time  than  lie  will  allow  to  other 
vessels  after  he  has  bt'en  here  a  few  weeks. 

I  think  that  Admiral  Huchanan  will  use  his  ironclads  agairust  us 
before  long.  I  am  keeping  the  best  lookout  X  can.  Two  guuboats 
%re  close  in  to  the  bar,  and  each  sends  in  a  boat  at  night  when  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  You  shall  have  a  cony  of  the  meniorunda 
that  I  give  Marciiand,  so  that  the  admiral  and  you  may  judge  if  we 
are  doing  all  that  should  be  done. 

One  thing  nuist  be  kept  in  min<i.  This  ship  will  be  of  no  use  after 
we  get  to  PensaLola.  (Has  she  been  of  any  use  for  the  last  year?) 
Our  repaii-s  will  lake  us  weeks  and  weeks.  The  best  tlung  for  the 
admiral  is  not  to  look  for  anything  from  her,  and  then  we  will  do  all 
we  can. 

Is  it  not  possible  to  have  some  means  of  communication  with  New 
Orleans?     It  is  certainly  veiT  much  needed. 

The  admiial  cut  off  black  lead  (plumbago)  from  the  requisition  of 
our  engineer.  We  require  it  to  put  in  the  cylinder.  Please  ask  him 
to  let  us  have  it  and  the  emery.  Wo  use  the  stores  of  this  ship  for 
any  vessels  that  nuiy  neetl  tliem.  and  of  course  have  to  ask  for  more 
than  we  alone  wou!^  require. 

llaa  anything  been  done  about  a  supply  of  oil?  If  any  has  arrived 
at  Peuaacola  I  have  »iot  heai'd  of  it.     (jommodore  Smith  is  very  silent. 

If  you  have  not  sent  the  coal,  as  j'ou  said  vou  would  try  to  do,  it 
would  be  well  to  remember  that  this  .ship  wifl  take  about  all  that  is 
now  there.  It  takes  about  700  tons  to  fill  us  up.  If  the  Colorado 
comes  she  wQI  require  a  little  more  than  a  gunooat.  I  have  said 
before  that  coal  should  be  afloat  at  all  times  at  Pensacola.  1  think 
so  still.  Last  week  the  Lackawanna  was  at  the  wharf  with  the  Khbfr, 
and  as  the  L.  overlapped  the  dock  one  of  our  vessels  was  detained 
for  coal.  This  should  not  be.  When  we  can  not  take  tlur  time  to 
repair  vessels,  certainlv  they  should  not  have  to  wait  to  take  in  coal. 

Why  not  send  the  ihlief  up  from  Ship  Island  to  get  a  load  of  pro- 
visions, or  enough  to  supply  the  vessels  m  the  soundand  the  few  that 
go  to  Ship  Island? 

The  admiral  has  told  me  lo  send  the  provisions  down  by  some  of 
the  ve-ssels  at  Pensacola.  I  will  se«^  tii  it  when  I  get  there.  In  the 
meantime  I  have  asked  Commodore  Smith  to  send  a  little  by  the 
TenneJis^. 
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You  complain  that  I  did  not  tell  you  that  the  Union  had  money. 
The  Union  Iiad  left  here  for  Now  Orleans}  when  1  wrote  vou  by  the 
Nassau.  Do  make  the  admiral  understand  that  I  only  look  to  the 
wants  of  this  part  of  his  command;  he  is  the  jud^e  of  the  wants  of 
tlic  other  noinls  and  what  can  be  done  for  this.  I  am  verj'  sorry 
that  he  takes  tlie  Oneida  from  us.  Wo  want  more  vessels,  though 
he  may  not  have  them  to  send  here. 

1  send  you  a  h^ter  from  Emiiioiis.  The  Uuijler  and  Oneida  will 
not  be  here  very  soon,  I  think. 

I  have  written  a  letter  to  Key  West,  if  the  Colorado  stopa  there  to 
coal  and  hurry  up  here  as  soon  as  possible.  By  the  papers  I  see  that 
she  was  to  sad  aoout  the  middle  of  Fehruan*. 

I  do  not  wisli  you  trouble,  hut  aui  as  t;luJ  a-s  ;;lad  can  he  that  vou 
are  in  your  pre.sent  posititm.  We  feci  the  good  effects  already.  Who 
will  be  the  senior  ofticer  at  New  Orleans  wlien  you  go  up  tiie  river? 

The  Pocahontas  is  |ust  in  from  Pensacola.     CajJtain  Gamble  informs 
me  that  coal  has  arrived  since  X  left.     Still,  send  a  coal  vessel  for  us. 
Lackawanna  will  come  here  to-morrow. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

R.  B.  IbTcucocK. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 


Report  of  Captain  Marehand,  V .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lack- 
awannaf  re{farding  the  destruction  oj  a  beached  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

0^  Mohik,  March  5,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  tlio  honor  to  infonn  you  that  this  morning  about  5 
o'clock  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  in  the  V.  S.  gunboat 
Aroostook,  when  at  liis  station,  5  or  6  miles  eastward  of  Fort  Morgan, 
discovered  a  sail  close  to  the  beach  trying  to  run  into  Mobile  Baj*. 

He  gave  chase.  The  strauge  vessel  was  run  ashore  and  the  crew 
escaped  in  a  boat. 

By  signal  from  Licutcnant-Conunandor  Franklin,  the  Pocahontas, 
Lieu  ten  ant-C^onimaader  Gamble,  iuiiu'd  cuinpaiiv  ^^ith  the  Aroostook, 
and  together  fire  was  opened  on  tiio  vessel  at  a  distance  of  500  yards, 
and  succeeded  in  destroying  her  stern  frame,  knocking  the  after  part 
of  her  bottom  out.  leaving  her  a  complete  wreck,  so  that  parts  of  her 
were  detached  ana  floating  around,  and  the  »ea  making  a  breach  over 
her. 

She  was  a  sloop  of  40  or  50  tons,  and  on  her  headboard  was  the 
name  Josephine. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marcuand, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Admiral  D.  G.  FARHAairr, 

Comd'j.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from  Major-Gerieml  BanJcs,  XJ.  S.  ATmy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
ramtt,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardinq  measurejt  of  dejenjte  in  view  oj  the 
advance  oj  the  enemy  toward  the  Mississippi  Hiver. 

New  Orlrana,  March  5,  1868, 
My  Dear  Sir:  Wo  have  authentic  infoniiatioti  that  a  considerable 
number  of  troops  were  ro<'entlv  brought  over  the  railway  from  Jack- 
son to  Camp  Moore,  among  otners  several  Virginia  and  Georgia  reg- 
imentij.  It  ia  probable  from  this,  and  the  reports  from  the  Northern 
papers,  that  the  Aimy  of  Virginia  is  moving  toward  the  Mississippi. 
At  Camp  Moore  they  can  move  with  equal  facility  upon  Port  Hud- 
son, Baton  Kouge,  and  Now  Orleans.  If  they  find  it  safe  to  move 
upon  New  Orleans,  it  will  be  upon  the  railroad  by  the  Pass  Manchac. 
Ajnong  other  defenses,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  gunboat  on  the 
lake  near  this  pass.     Can  this  be  done? 

General  Emory's  division  will  move  up  to-night.     No  news  from 
the  upp**r  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-General,  Cornmanding. 
Admiral  Farkaout. 


Order  o/  Rtar-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Covwiodort  Bell,  V.  S, 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  on  arrival  of  his  relief. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orfeam,  March  5,  1863, 

Commodore;  I  have  Just  received  your  dispatches  st^nt  by  the  sup- 
ply steamer  Union  containing  correjspondence  with  the  French  con- 
sul, rebel  ofHcers,  etc.  I  am  glad  you  took  occasion  to  remark  upon 
the  state  of  the  weather  when  the  English  commander  visited  th© 
coast,  for  it  is  evident  from  what  rccentl}'  transpired  at  Charleston 
that  they  are  not  overscrupulous  in  their  representations  of  our 
blockade. 

The  Qencser  has  just  arrived  and  will  only  require  two  days  to  coal, 

J>rovision,  and  do  a  little  calking  cm  hor  spur  d<M'k,  wlien  Commander 
Jacomb  will  be  sent  down  to  relieve  yoii;  also  the  Owaseo,  giving 
you  three  additional  vessels.  Commander  Macomb  will  be  the  senior 
officer  on  the  coast,  and  Commander  Read  will  resume  his  station  at 
Sabine  Pass.  I  then  wish  you  (o  repair  ia  New  Orleans  as  soon  as 
possible,  although  I  fear  you  will  not  bo  here  in  tinjc  to  aid  me  in  the 
good  work,  but  I  may  Be  delayed  by  circumstances  a  day  or  two 
longer  than  1  anticipate,  but  your  ship  will  be  something  to  wait  for 
in  such  a  juncture.  1  have  the  iMckauxihua  now  off  Mobile  to  relieve 
the  Susquehunna,  and  the  Colorado  daily  expected,  so  that  my  fears 
on  that  subject  are  allayed,  and  having  three  vessels  to  send  to  Texas 
will  enable  me  to  withdraw  you,  at  any  rate  for  a  time,  to  aid  me  in 
my  present  work. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Faeraout, 
Bear-Admiral,  Cormmauding, 
fOominodore  H.  H.  Beix.1 


WEBT  GUI^  BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


651 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Namj,  to  Lienienant-Commander 
Lewis,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Qalvfston  as  hearer  of  dispatch. 

Flagship  IIarttord, 
Off  New  Orleans,  March  5,  [ISeS], 
Sir:  Tou  will  proreoH  with  the  U.  S.  punboat  Itasca  down  to 
Sabine  Pass,  coast  of  Texas,  ond  if  your  servicps  are  not  immedi- 
atolv  required  thcro,  pr<K-.ced  on  to  Galveston  and  deliver  my  dispatch 
to  Commodore  Bell  and  report  for  duty  on  your  station. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admirtii  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 

U.  S.  Navy,  proposing  immediate  operations  in  ike  Mississippi 

River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  New  Orleans,  March  S,  1S63. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  have  tried  my  best  to  get  these  gunboats 
down  to  their  station  so  that  I  could  have  you  witn  me  in  my  present 
passage  of  the  forts  at  Port  Hudson,  but  all  in  vaiu;  but  they  will 
now  be  accompanied  by  a  fiiie  vessel,  the  Genesee,  Commander 
Macomb,  so  that  there  will  he  ample  force  to  keep  Galveston  until  we 
are  ready  for  it. 

Porter  ha.s  allowed  his  boats  to  come  down  one  at  a  time,  and 
thev  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  wliich  compels  me  to  go  up 
and  recapture  the  whole,  or  be  sunk  in  the  at  tempt.  The  whole  coun- 
trj^  will  he  in  arms  if  we  do  not  do  something.  The  last  report  here 
is  that  they  have  captured  the  Indianola,  one  of  Porter's  ironclads. 
She  ran  down  below  Natchez  and  was  attacked  by  four  boats,  the 
Webb  as  a  ram,  the  Queen  of  the  West,  do.,  and  two  other  boats,  and 
thev  say  they  sunk  her,  but  expect  to  get  her  up  again. 

TTou  will  see  that  our  ofticei*fi  off  Charleston  deny  the  whole  state- 
ment of  the  alTuir  of  tlie  ranuning,  except  the  Afercedita,  and  they 
recaptured  her  iminediatfly.  I  fear  you  will  have  dinieulty  in  gel- 
ting  over  the  bar  without  (lie  aid  of  a  steam*tug,  as  the  water  is  very 
low;  but  hurry  up  as  sunn  as  you  can,  and  believe  me, 
Very  truly,  your  frienrf, 

D.  G.  Farraqut. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell. 

Commanding  United  Statts  Forces,  Coast  of  Texas. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Halted,  V .  S.  Army  Jo  Major-Oeneral  Ranks, 
U.  iS'.  Army,  referrini 
West  and  Indianola. 


IL  S.  Army,  referring  to  th^  capture  of  the  U.  S.  vessels  Queen  of  the 
'  Im" 


Washixotov,  D.  C,  March  6,  tSSS. 
General:  The  last  dispatches,  received  from  you  to-day,  are  dated 
February  23.* 

In  regard  to  the  Mississippi  River  I  have  very  serious  apprehen- 
sions of  the  results  of  the  captiu*c  by  the  enemy  of  the  Queen  of  Oie 
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Wfat  and  tho  Imlianol/i.  Thpy  ran  do  no  pve&i  harm  to  General 
Grant  and  Admiral  Port<?r.  hut  may  to  you  and  Admiral  Farragut. 
I  have  urged  the  NnvT  Department  to  send  the  latter  more  vessels. 
I  believe  tney  are  waiting  for  further  disjmtchcs  from  Admiral  Porter. 
OperatioMH  at  Vi(ksl»urg  have  been  greatly  delayed,  but  from  last 
accounts  (Fehniarj-  27)  are  now  propressinp;  more  favorably. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Hali-eck, 

General  in  Chir.j^^ 
Major-General  Banks, 

New  Orleans,  fji. 


IfisinidioTis  from  Hcar-Admiral  Fnrrapti,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
CaMwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  comnwndin^  U,  S.  S.  Essex,  in  preparation 
for  iht  attach  upon  Port  Uuds(tn. 

Flaosiiip  Hartfxird,  March  6,  \186S]. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  the  Essex  is  ready  for  ser^'^ce  the  stnimer  Reliance 
will  take  her  in  tow  and  you  will  proceed  to  Baton  Kouge,  where 
you  will  assume  command  of  the  mortar  boats,  and  vou  wul  further 
proceed  to  organize  and  arrange  them  immediately  for  an  attack  on 
Port  Hudson,  j)lacit;^  them  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  purpose  of 
shelling  their  batteries  and  their  troops  inside  their  intrenchments. 
So  soon  as  the  fleet  passes  up  the  river  you  will  consider  vourself 
the  commanding  officer  between  Port  iJudson  and  New  Orleans, 
and  will  nse  all  \'igilance  to  guard  against  the  surprise  of  any  of  our 
vessels  by  steamers  from  above  and  to  maintain  the  police  of  the 
river.  I4HI  will  keep  tlie  little  steamer  Ida  with  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  notice  to  Commodore  Morris  in  the  event  of  necessity, 
and  also  see  that  she  is  prepared  wnth  grapnels  to  throw  into  any 
boats  that  mav  be  prepared  as  brulots  to  set  fire  to  the  vessels  and 
to  tow  them  off. 

If  von  lind  that  a  part  of  their  system,  telegraph  to  Commodore 
Morns  from  Baton  Rouge  to  send  you  tlie  Anfotw.  She  being  an 
iron  vessel  can  run  into4.he  brulots  and  push  them  on  shore  without 
risk  of  fire. 

D.  G.  Fakragut. 

Captain  Caldwell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Essex. 


4 


Order  from  Rear-Admiral  Farraz/uf,  U.  S.  Nav}/,  to  the  commandi  _ 

officer  off  MohUe,  in  the  nmtttr  of  the  vnthdrmcal  of  foreigners  from 

that  place. 

New  Orleans,  March  6,  [ISGS]* 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  reply  fmm  the  acting  French  consul  at  this  city 
to  the  vice-consul  at  Mobile,  also  a  translation  for  your  guidance,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  French  authorities  are  very  par- 
ticular how  they  assume  any  responsibilitv  in  the  matter  of  aiding 
the  French  and  other  foreigners  desirous  of  leaving  Mobile. 

You  will  follow  my  former  instructions  in  this  matter  and  inform 
them  that  the  French  authorities  and  myself  agree  very  well  upon 


J 


I 
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the  subject.  Do  not  permit  any  vessel  to  come  out  of  Mobile  except 
to  put  ner  passengers  on  board  of  a  French  vessel  of  war  or  vessel 
furnished  by  the  French  Government  and  under  the  restrictions 
named  in  my  letter.  The  Frcncli  <:on]manfier  here  informs  mc  that 
ever\'  precaution  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  imposition,  etc..  and  that 
an  officer  shall  be  present  to  inspect  the  refugees  and  become  answer- 
able for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farraoitt. 

Rear-Admiral, 
OoKKAKDma  Officer, 

United  SU^U:^i  Naval  Forces  off  MobUe. 

(KnrloBiirM).] 

Translation.]         CoysuLAT&  of  France  at  New  Orleaks, 

New  Orlfans,  March  S,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  resort  to  your  kindness  to  ask  you 
to  cause  to  be  sent  !)y  the  first  favorable  <)pportunity  the  enclosed 
dispatch  addressed  by  me  to  Monsieur  Portz,  vice-consul  of  France 
at  Mobile. 

Will  you  accept,  admiral,  with  my  thanks,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

Fauconnet,  Jr., 
In  cJiarge  of  Oie  ConrntlaU. 
Admiral  Farraout, 

C'oiMiiander  oj  the  Cruif  Squadron. 


(TrtMluUon.] 

CoNsrijiTB  OF  France  at  Xew  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  March  2,  tS63. 

Sir:  !  have  receive<l  the  letter  which  j'ou  did  mc  the  honor  to 
address  me  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

1  ask  nothing  better  than  to  aid  you  in  bein^  useful  to  the  French 
colony  of  Mobue,  but  in  the  matter  of  rrturniuj;  to  their  country,  of 
which  you  refer,  it  is  impossible  for  nie  to  lend  you  any  assistance 
without  at  least  having  received  more  exiylicit  information  from  you. 

To  commence:  Have  the  French  who  tlrsire  to  return  to  France  by 
way  of  New  Orleans  sufficient  resources  to  defray  their  own  expenses 
as  far  as  their  definite  destination?  What  is  the  tiuniber  of  these 
French?  Have  they  regular  papers  of  nationality  which  will  allow 
me  to  answer  for  tiicm  to  the  military  authorities?  After:  Wliat 
flag  does  the  steamer  which  they  desire  to  charter  bear? 

Supposinf;  that  tlie  captain  and  his  crew  obtained  j)ermission  to 
pass  the  blorkadinesfpuuiron,  arc  they  certain  to  have  from  the  com- 
manding fjeneral  the  authority  to  come  to  New  Orleans? 

1  take  the  hbert}-  of  putting  these  questions  because,  first,  the  suf- 
fering is  already  su  great  here  amonL^  the  French  population,  and  the 
means  of  relievmg  it  so  restri<*ted,  added  to  my  physical  impossibility 
of  ai<linK  any  return  to  their  own  country^  whatever,  that  1  could  not 
see  without  regret  the  numbers  of  these  unfortunates  increase,  and 
perhaps  the  military  authorities  themselves  will  oppose  the  landing 
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of  persona  in  this  condition.     Second,  that  the  flag  of  the  st<^am* 
in  question  not  hemg,  and  there  being  no  chance  ot  its  being.  Krench/ 
it  would  not  belong  to  mo  to  make  the  slight-tvst  apphcation  on  this 
subject  to  the  coniinauding  gonoral.  without  the  ftulhunt^'  of  whom 
the  vessel,  shoiUd  it  carry  the  EngUsh  flag  or  a  flag  of  truce,  would 
not  be  able  t-o  enter  this  port. 

Will  you  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  cor 
sideration. 

Facoon!JET,  Jr., 
In  Charge  of  tJw  Consulate. 
Monsieur  Portz, 

Vice-Cons\d  of  France  at  MobUe. 


Report  of  R^ar-Admiral  Farragitt,  U .  S:  Naiyy,  regarding  the  mir 
of  the  steam  tugs  Reliance  anti  Ida,  for  use  in  the  Mississippi  Kit 

No.  73.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

New  Orleans,  March  6,  IS6S. 
Sir:  Finding  that  the  army  tugboats  are  not  suUicient  for 
own  use.  and  that  it  would  hn  impossible  to  keep  mv  vessels  supplir 
with  coal  and  provisions  up  the  river,  and  the  chances  of  towing 
placed  me  at  tlie  mercy  of  towboat  owners,  1  have  purchased  the 
steam  tug  Reliance  for  $25,000.  giving  her  owners  a  draft  on  the 
Department  for  that  amount,  payable  ten  days  after  sj^ht:  also  the 
steam  tug  Ida,  for  $20,000,  giving  her  owner,  S.  P.  Grifun,  a  draft  on 
the  Department  for  that  sum. 

These  two  tugs  will  enable  us  to  get  our  coal  and  store  vessels  up 
the  river  with  more  certainty  and  at  a  less  cost;  in  fact,  I  have  had 
vessels  outside  for  a  week  or  ten  days  and  could  not  get  them  towed_ 
up  at  any  price.  *  " 

With  the  hope  that  these  two  purchases  will  be  approved  by 
Department, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAoirr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  titc  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Marcharul,  V.  S.  Naiyy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Lach 
awannu,  regartling  the  escape  of  a  sailing  vessel  ini^i  MohHe  Ray. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

0^  Mnhih,  March  7,  186$. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  that  about  half  pa.st  10  o'oloclr 
last  night,  from  the  Aroostool',  stationed  in  shore,  and  to  the  eastward 
of  Fort  Morgan,  a  small  sailing  vessel  was  seen  near  the  beach  rua- 
ni^  for  Mobile  Bay. 

Tne  Aroostook's  cable  was  slipped,  chase  given,  and  fire  opened  upo: 
her  without  success. 

Tlie  Pocahontas  also  ;*ave  ehose.  but  a.^  the  wind  was  moderately 
fresh  from  the  southeast  and  an  ugly  sea  tuml>ling  in,  the  hre  wak 
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uiu'ortain,  and  as  the  water  shoaled  on  approarhing  Fort  Morgan  the 
chase  Wats  abandoned  and  the  vo-isel  sneceeded  in  enlerinj^MidideBay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  MARrilANI), 

Capiain. 
Admiral  D.  G.  FAJtRAot'T, 

Commanding  West  GuJJ  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Jiear-Admirf}!  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore 
Morris,  U.  S.  Narif,  to  /«  Jollotird  during  the  ahttenvf  of  t)ie  former 
from  the  Lower  Mississippi. 

Flagship  1Urti-»rd,  March  ,'V.  iH63. 

Oommoi>ore:  Durine  my  absence  yon  will  assume  the  control  of 
all  naval  niaUers  in  tne  Cower  Mississippi  and  the  vicinity  of  New 
Orleans,  extending  ytmr  jfuisditrtiim  over  Lake  Poatchurtrain  and  aa 
far  as  Ship  Island,  where  Lteulecuint  H.  A.  Adams  is  in  command 
of  the  Vinrrnues,  and  whi*.  I  think,  will  faithfidly  execut-e  any  orders 
that  may  be  sent  in  hhn  slicmld  yuu  recjuire  either  of  the  vessels  there 
for  duty  in  Lake  Ponkhartrain. 

You  will  open  all  my  dispatches,  takini;  out  such  as  you  can  exe- 
cute and  reserving  such  othei^s  for  my  decision.  You  will  assign 
Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson  some  temporary  place  to 
reside  until  they  can  be  InoufjliI  before  a  court  for  the  investigation 
of  their  conduct  at  Galveston,  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  (be  service  will  permit. 

I  have  assigiu^d  tVimmander  Caldwell,  in  the  ironclad  Essex,  the 
comnian<l  at  and  above  Baton  Rouge  for  the  protection  of  the  river, 
and  also  the  command  of  the  mortar  boats  and  the  steamer  Sach^im, 
and  have  directed  him  to  keep  the  steamer  Ida  b>r  the  purpose  of 
conveyinfi;  intelligence  to  you  whenever  it  should  be  necessary.  Ho 
can  eomnumicale  witli  you  by  telegraph  from  Battm  Konge  and 
then'by  save  the  expen(fitnre  of  much  coal.  1  shall  direct  h\n\  to 
keep  in  the  c-lo.se  praxiniity  of  Port  Hudson  iintil  the  return  of  the 
ileet  from  above.  Should  any  important  dispatches  arrive  for  me 
before  my  leaving  Baton  Uouge  you  will  send  ihem  up  to  nic  by  an 
officer  and  telegraph  me  on  the  subject. 

You  will  give  your  attention  to  the  outside  fleet  as  far  as  keeping 
them  supplied  with  coal  and  provisions.  Should  fuinls  arrive,  you 
will  lake  charge  of  thorn  for  the  use  of  the  scjuiKlron  and  issue  them 
in  pro]>ortion  to  the  necessities  of  the  ease  and  m>l  beyond  it.  You 
will  go  on  with  the  sale  of  the  prizes  and  the  gtMnls  belonging  to  them 
as  heretofore  directed  by  me.  Y4>u  will  cooperate  with  ihc  couimaud- 
ing  general  in  all  cases  for  tho  interests  of  the  countrv. 

D.  0.  Fabeaout. 

Commodore  Henry  Mokuis. 


March  9,  1863. 

Should  Commodore  Bell  arrive  before  the  fleet  have  left  Port  Hud- 
son, direct  him  to  come  up  and  join  me;  otherwiae  he  cau  make  his 
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Topairs  at  this  place  and  return  to  tho  command  of  the  forces  on  tl 
coast  of  Texas. 

Whi'ii  coal  arrives  here,  send  a  vessel  up  t©  Baton  Rouf^  to  qwbH 
our  return  and  land  the  oilier  tarKoes  or  part  us  ihey  arrive,  as  I  Qne 
the  Bureau  eoniplains  very  much  of  the  aniouut  of  damages  paid 
coal  vessels  at  this  station. 

D.  G.  FABBAotrr. 
Commodore  Mobbis. 


Order  of  Rfnr-Admirat  Farni/fui,  V .  S.  Nanij,  fo  Acting  Vnhtnterr  LUu^ 
tetiijnt  Johnson,  U.  *'.  Savy,  commanding  U.  S,  S.  Sarhrm,  to  pnycif^ 
to  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  S.  IIabtfobd,  March  0,  \IS6S\. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  up  the  river  to  Baton  Uouge  and  there  await 
my  arrival,  Init  in  the  meantime  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  senic 
oifirer  at  that,  [jlacie. 

So  soon  as  your  <Tew  are  on  hoard  and  you  can  ohtain  a  pilot  you 
will  proceed  up  the  river  to  Baton  Knuge  and  awiiit.  furtlwr  oifl*»r8. 

if  you  can  not  obtain  a  pilot  let  mc  know,  and  you  must  follow  thi^ 
ship  up. 

D.  G.  FABBAain*. 
Captain  Amos  Jofinson. 

Oj  ihc  Sachem. 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand.  U.  S.  Navy,  transrnittintj  corrtsjMmdcnt 

■trWi  French  vUe-coniiul  at  Mobile  regarding  the   mthdrauxtl  of  fo 

e.i^ners  from  that  place. 

U.  S.  Steam  Suiop  Tmckawanna, 

Off  MohHc,  March  9.  IS63. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  thtil  hy  the  f!;utd»otit  Owasco^^ 
which  arrived  thi-s  morninp:,  1  reccivctl  your  <lispal.<h  of  tho  OtW 
instant  in  relation  to  the  Kronch  subjects  and  other  foreiguei*s  in 
Mobile  desirous  of  poinjr  to  New  Orleans,  and  a  letter  from  the  French, 
consulate:*  in  New  Orleans  to  the  French  vice-consul  in  Jlohile. 

A  conmmnieation  had  been  prenareil  for  the  Iatt*'r  (a  cony  __ 
which  I  enclose,  marked  "A'*)  and  the  comniunicntion  Hn<l  Ipttor, 
aluuit  being  sent  inside  the  bar  by  a  Hag  of  tnirc,  when  a  >nudl  C<in- 
federate  steamer  {WiUiam  Raghij)  \\\\s  itbserved  ctuuing  out  under 
a  Hag  of  tniee,  having,  inde[)endent  of  thi?  Confetlerat^-,  a  French  il 
dying. 

The  object  of  the  Hag  of  truce  was  to  bring  Mr.  Massemlorir,  sec- 
retary t-*>  the  French  consulate,  with  a  letter  from  the  Firiich  vice- 
consul,  Monsieiu*  Portz,  to  Commodore  HitcbctK-k,  asking  if  he  would 
fori  auih(>rixe<l  Ui  t-akc  tlu'  relngees  tui  boar<l  of  the  blockading  ves- 
sels. (The  original  of  the  cumnmnication  I  herewith  sen<l.  marked 
"B.") 

Mr.  MasHcndorir,  being  authorized,  o|>encd  the  chspatches  to  (ho 
consul,  lie  acknowledged  mv  inability  to  compiv  wuh  the  request 
to  lake  oir  the  refugees,  and  deemed  tliat  a  written  reply  to  Mi*. 
r<trt/.'s  letter  to  Commodore  Hitchcock  was  not  required. 

Herewith  I  s**nii  a  letter  from  the  vice-consid  at  this  place  to  the 
consul  at  New  Orleans,  also  a  letter  from  tho  British  consul  at  New 
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Oilpuns.  brought  by  Mr.  MassendorfT,  with  a  request  that  they  might 
l>r  sent  to  their  de-stiiifttion. 

Very  respeclfiiUy,  your  obedient  servanl . 

J.  6.  Makchand. 

Captain. 
Admiral  I).  G.  Farbaout, 

Cmnmandimj  Western  Gulf  Bhchading  Sqitadron. 

[EuctomiR  A.] 

U.  S.  Stkam  Swkjp  Lackawanna, 

Ofj  Mobile,  All.,  March  ff,  iS6S. 
Sik:  I  have  the  hniinr  herewith  U»  ciielose  you  a  roininunieation 
from  the  Frencli  consul  jit  New  Orleans,  athlro.ssed  toj'ou,  wliieh  to-day 
was  reeeived  from  Admiral  Farracut. 

Tlie  adinirul  advises  nu*  that  it  \s  in  relation  to  the  desire  of  a  num- 
ber of  French  citizens  and  other  foreiffners  to  leave  MobUe  and  go  by 
sea  !■<»  New  Orleans. 

Permit  me,  monsieur,  to  state  that  I  have  h<*en  instructed  by  the 
admiral  not  to  permit  any  vessel  to  come  out  of  Mobile  except  t«  the 
bar  to  put  her  pas.sen];;ers  on  boani  of  a  French  vess?I  of  war  or  ves- 
sel fumished  by  the  French  (Jovemment  for  that  purpose,  and  under 
the  ivslrictions  naULed  in  a  coninninieation  to  you  fnun  Admiral 
Farrn^ut  dated  New  Orleans,  Fehniarv  28,  isti.l. 

I  am  further  insLructed  lo  way  that  the  French  authoritiea  at  New 
Orleans  and  the  admiral  aj^ree  very  well  on  the  subject. 
Accept,  air,  the  assurance  of  my  respect, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain, 
Monsieur  Port-/, 

Vicc-Con^id  of  France,  Mohile. 

(KucliMum   B.) 

Mobile.  ifarcA  7,  186$, 
Sir:  You  have  undoubtedly  read  the  answer  of  the  Kear- Admiral 
Farragut  to  my  demand  of  sending;  a  steamboat  to  New  Orleans  with 
foreijiners. 

I  To  is  disposed  to  oermit  it,  hut  only  if  that  transportation  is  to 
luke  place  l)y  a  Firnrii  nuiii-ol-wur,  which  is  im|>ossibIe,  of  course. 

But,  as  I  renu-nibrr  tlie  kiml  disposititm  you  showed  to  nic  in  that 
affair,  when  I  bad  tlie  plensiire  to  visit  you,  I  will  lake  tbe  liberty  of 
demanding;;  [askin*;]  you,  if  you  should  feel  tiutlmri/.ed,  to  tako  on 
l)oard  of  one  of  your  v(»»sels  the  saiti  pussenjiers  tti  New  Orleans. 

If  yon  think  my  demand  can  be  admitted,  I  will  feel  happy,  and 
ynu  will  render  an  tnuuen.se  service  lo  tbtttic  foreigners  so  anxious  to 
reiurn  Ui  tbeir  native  country. 

The  bearer.  Mr.  Massendorff,  will  bring  the  answer  you  will  lie  so 
kind  as  to  write  to  me. 

Youi*  most  obedient  servant, 

PimTZ. 
The  Frt'tuh  Vice-Consul  in  Mobile. 
Commodore  Hitchcock, 

CortiiTuinding  V .  iS.  Naval  Forces  off  Mohile. 
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Report  of  Captain  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  return  of  ihe  JJ.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Cuyler  to  the  Mobile  blockade. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Off  MohiU,  March  9,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  vou  that  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Captain 
Emmons,  arrived  here  yesterday  irom  Key  West  and  resumed  duty 
on  the  blockade  of  this  place. 

The  Cuyler  left  the  Colorado  at  Key  West  coaling,  to  leave  in  four 
or  five  days  for  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  y6Ur  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 

Captain, 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Naiyy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richm/md. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Orleans,  March  9,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  under  your  com- 
mand, to  Baton  Kouge,  La.,  and  await  my  arrival. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farbaout, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Richmond,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Hitchcock',  [I.  S.  Nm^y,  to  Captain  Marchand, 
U .  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Mobile,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Pensacola,  March  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Admiral  Farragut 's  (Usi>atch  by  the  Owasco. 
Should  the  OneUla  arrive  at  Mobile  you  will  please  order  Captain 
Hazard  to  proceed  here  with  his  ship  without  delay. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Colorado,  pleiise  inform  Captiiin  Goldsborough 
of  the  great  necessity  of  a  careful  expenditure  of  coal  and  oil. 

But  very  few  of  the  articles  on  the  Pinola's  requisition  are  in  store. 
Such  as  can  be  had  will  be  sent  down. 

I  will  send  down  some  of  Parrott  shells  for  the  L'O  and  30  pounders, 
which  you  can  distribute  to  take  the  place  of  the  Ilotcnkiss  and 
Schenkle  shells. 

If  the  Colorado  brings  dispatches  for  the  admiral,  and  they  can  not 
be  at  once  forwarded  to  him,  send  them  to  tiie. 

Please  report  the  amount  of  money  you  have  on  l>oard;  also  ask 
Captain  Goldsborough  to  do  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  B.  HiTciicorK, 
Comdy.  Division,  Western  Gulf  lilockdg.  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Senior  Of^er  off  Mobile. 
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Orrler  of  Bear-Admiral  FarragxU,  U.  S.  A'ot*y,  to  LieuUnani-Command^ 
Ifart,  U .  S.  Ntivif,  commanding  V .  S.  S.  Albatross,  regarding  deUty 
jrorn  mistaken  sigjial. 

M18SI8SIPPI  RiTER,  March  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  sicrnal  wad  a  iiiiKtako  and  fwus]  misundt*rslood.     Your 
ordfr  was  t^)  follow  niv  motions.     If  f  had  wislied  you  to  remain  with 
th*'  Wituma  I  would  fmvc  said  so.     Come  up  the  river  and  leport  to 
me  a-s  soon  as  possible.     Tliis  mistake  causes  me  a  day's  delay. 
Very  rfapcctfuhy,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  IIart. 

Albatross. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-^.^omfnander 
Watlers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

Raton-  KoroR,  La.,  March  IS,  [ISm]. 
You  are  horebv  detaehed  from  duty  on  hoard  the  V.  S.  steam  sloop 
Sf  onnngaUela  and  3*ou  wiJ!  relieve  I>iputenant-C^ommander  M.  Ilaxtun 
in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kineo. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (j.  Farraoit, 

Rear-Admiral.. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  Wattkrs, 

U .  S.  Stfom  Stoop  .]fononga}iela. 


Order  of  Rear-Adviiral  FojTagnt,  U.  H.  Na-mf,  to  Commander  Cahhrrll, 
V.  S.  Naiy,  comnMnding  U.  S.  S.  Essex,  vxirning  him  against 
expectfd  attach  by  boarding  upon  tfit  vessels  at  Port  Hudson. 

Baton  Kouoe,  La..  J/arrA  13,  [1863]. 
As  soon  as  vour  vessel  is  ready  lor  nervir^,  you  will  pi-oeeed  iij)  to 
the  head  of  1*tofil  Island.     The  Gtnesie  and  AJhitrottn  tind  all  the 
lM>ial>  vessels  will  take  tlieir  proper  position  near  the  snme  point. 

The  steamer  />/■.  Jiaftit  [Bratti/],  uith  aliout  400  men  jind  protected 
by  900  bales  of  cotton,  and  another  steamer  are  reported  to  be  at 
Port  Hudson,  intending  to  attack  our  vessels  by  boarding,     Be  pre- 
pared to  give  them  a  warm  reception. 
Veiy  respectfully. 

D.  G.  Farraoitt, 

Hear- A  dmiral. 
Commander  C.  U.  B.  Cau>\veu.. 

Commanding  U .  S.  Ironclad  Essex. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Fatraipil,  V .  S.  Nax>y,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
V .  S.  T^rtrv,  commanding  tl .  S.  S.  Genesee,  to  take  position  tvith  the 
bomb  vesnels  off  Profit  J  mind. 

Batox  Rouoe,  La.,  March  12,  \1863]. 
When  the  Essex  makes  her  appearance  at  Profit  Island  you  will 
proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  and  the  Albatross  to 
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noar  the  head  of  that  island  and  will  place  the  bomb  vessels  in  their 
proper  positions. 

The  steamer  Dr.  Battie  [Beatty],  manned  by  400  men  and  protected 
by  900  bales  of  cotton,  and  another  steamer  are  reportea  at  Port 
Hudson,  and  are  said  to  intend  to  cany  our  vessels  by  boarding. 
Be  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

RtaT-Admirai. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

ComTnaTiding  U.S.  Crunboai  Genesee. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U    S.  Navy,  regarding  the  cause  of  his 

detention  at  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  12^  tSGS. 
Sir:  The  Itasca  arrived  on  the  Sth  with  your  dispatch  of  the  5th 
instant,  directing  me  to  join  you  in  the  Brooklyn  as  soon  as  the  Gene- 
see, Commander  Maconil),  shall  have  arrived  oif  Galveston  to  relieve 
me.     Neither  that  vessel  nor  the  Owasco  has  yet  appeared. 

******  « 

The  day  being  fine  I  looked  into  the  harbor  this  morning;  saw  five 
steamboats,  four  schooners,  one  bark.  I  neither  see  nor  hear  any- 
thing of  the  Harriet  Lane.  She  is  still  in  Buffalo  Bayou  at  Hams- 
burg.  Their  fortifications  are  I>eing  ])ushed  with  zeal,  worked  upon 
by  blacks.  I  see  !>ut  very  few  soldiers  about  their  forts. 
Vcrv  rosp(!ctfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Bell, 

Cornmod^re. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Ooindtj.  Western  Gulf  Blochdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans,  T^a. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant-Commander 
Johnson,  V .  S.  Navy,  commandiny  U .  S.  S.  Katahdin,  to  proceed  to 
New  Orleans  for  rejxiirs  to  that  vessel. 

V.  S.  Steam  Su)OP  Bbooklyx, 

Off  Galveston,  March  12,  1863. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready,  get  underway  and  pioceed  to  New- 
Orleans  and  report  to  the  siMiior  naval  oflicer  there  present   for  the 
necessary  repairs  upon  the  boilers  t>f  the  Katahdin. 
Very  respectfidiv, 

11.  H.  Beu., 

Conmiodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  C.  Joiixsov,  Jr., 

Commanding  U .  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin,  off  Galveston,  Tex 
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hitler  from  the  chief  derl'  of  the  jXavij  Depaiimenl  to  Rear-Admnral 
Fuirtiguty  U.  S.  Na^^y,  (rtinftmiftiTt^  Kin  rontmisaitm. 

Navy  Department,  March  13,  J86S. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  I'lnted  States,  by  and  with  the  a<lvic© 
and  consent  of  tlic  Sonatc,  having  [appointed]  you  a  roar-admiral 
on  the  active  list  in  the  Navy  from  IGth  ot  July,  ISOJ,  1  have  the 
nieasurt'  to  enclose  lierewith  your  coin mis^tion.  dated  *Jth  of  January, 
ISC3,  the  receipt  of  which  ytm  will  acknowledge  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  respeetfnlly,  your  ohodiont  MTvantj^ 

Wm.  Faxon-, 

ChieJ  Clerk. 
Kear-Adniirat  DAVin  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Nfiic  Oneanjt,  La, 


RrjHfrt  of  Actino  ^f^lflfer  fjimson,  V.  S.  Naru,  commomUnff  V .  8. 
KchiMner  f(iftutuiu\j,  re<jarHing  the  capture  of  the:  sailing  vessel  f). 
Sargent. 

V.  S.  GlTNIWAT  KlTTATINNT. 

Off  (iahestoj,,  Tex.,  March  I/,,  }S63. 
Str:  I  have  to  report  that  im  thf^  nioming  of  the  I'Jth  instant  a 
sail  wiu;  discovered  under  our  lee  ahoul  10  miles  distant,  which.  aft«r 
a  chase  of  some  houj'B.  we  auccwded  in  brintjing  to.  She  proved  to 
he  the  D.  Sargeiii,  from  Galveston  to  Honduras,  with  51  bales  of 
rotton. 

J  send  her  this  day  to  New  Orleans  in  chaijre  of  Acting  Master 
L.  II.  Partridge. 

Enclosed  nleas*^  find  certified  list,  of  oHicers  and  crew  attached 
to  this  vessel  at  time  of  capture. 

I  am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

C.  W.  Lamron. 
ComvuntdiJig  Kiitntinny. 
Hon.  GiuKON  Wkm.rs. 

Secretary  of  the  Natnf. 
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Order  of  Commotlorc  Bell,  V.  S,  Nairy,  to  Lieutenant-Cnmmander 
Levels,  U.  S.  Nni-n/,  cammamling  U .  S,  S.  Itasca,  to  blockade  Mata- 
gorda and  Lavaca  on  lookout  fur  Mexican  schooner. 

V.  S.  Steam  Si/iop  Brookltx, 

Off  Is'alrei^toi,,  March  IJ,,  1S63. 

Sir:  At  7  p.  ni.  of  to-day  proceed  down  the  coa-st  as  far  as  Pass 
Culicllu  [(')ivalli)]  and  blijckade  tlie  ports  of  Matugtudu  and  I^avaca 
and  ibe  luliuccnt  coitst  until  the  return  of  llir  bark  Arthur  or  the 
arrival  thither  of  some  other  vessel  for  blockade  .s(»rviee.  A  lar^ 
three-masted  Mexican  schooner  is  reported  to  be  at  Matagorda 
loaded  with  cotton. 

M'hen  one  of  the  blo<*kading  vessels  arrives  to  take  her  place  there 
you  will  plea.se  return  U\  this  stalion. 

It  is  said  ib'iT  ibc  Jiotttmi  near  tbat  pass  Is  (piicksand,  hut  will 
be  found  firmer,  light-house  bearing  to  the  northward  of  west.     The 
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litrlit-hous*'   is  painted    in   tIirot»  soctions,   the  lower   whi(<»,    niirKllf 
bluek,  tuj)  nul.     ll  can  bo  scon  from  the  iiex;k  when  in   J I   fattiuiu 
and  boanng  W.  N.  \V. 
Vory  respectfully, 

H,  H.  Bell, 

Commodort. 

Lieutenant-Coiunmndor  R.  F.  R.  Lewis,  

Cominanding  V.  S.  Gunhotit  Ita^ea,  off  Oahrston,  Tex. 
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M emorandum  from  Commodore  lifli,  U'.  S.  iVnry,  to  Convmantler  Mpl 
lamj,  U.  S.  Navy,  reganling  affairs  on  the  const  of  Texajf. 

V.  S.  Stkam  Si^op  linooKLVX, 

Off  Galrfsion.  March  14,  ISffS. 

Dear  Sin:  Tlvis  momoriindiim  of  tiling  alH>ul  Galveston  may  1>«] 
of  sorviro  to  vini. 

1st.  Hark  )inUuud  to  an  anchor  off  the  l>ar.  U  oliartored  at  $75  per 
diom.  and  has  iihoiit  170  tons  coal  on  board  for  the  snuadmn.  She 
shoidd  bo  dischargod  as  soon  as  the  coal  can  bo  taken  out  by  the 
gunboats. 

2d.  Tho  U.  S.  bark  Arthur.  Acting  Volunt^'or  Lieutenant  T.  F. 
Wade,  eommandiu;;,  b)o<kades  ArunBas,  aud  I".  8.  brliooner  Kitta- 
tinny  (three  ma-sts),  Actitit;  Master  C  W.  ijanisoti,  coniiimnding, 
was  on  blockade  off  l^ivacn  arid  Mata^ronla.  Sbi*  has  been  s<'nl  t 
Pensacola  for  repairs,  aud  1  Imve  disjmtelied  thither  the  Ouytxi'O  to- 
look  out  tor  that  coast  until  the  ainval  of  soino  sailinfj  vessels  to 
take  that  duly.  The  t;uiib()ais  belong  properly  to  this  part  of  the 
coast.  The  admiral  informed  uie  thai  the  bark  ir.  0.  Andtrnor 
and  mortar  srhoonor  Ilrnnj  Janes  are  ordered  down  to  blookad 
The  AndiTunn  (»r  the  sehooner  Rovhtl  Stavmu  should  take  the  pjaro 
of  the  Kiftatinuu.  The  Arthur  wanlw  water,  nixl  bus  been  ordered 
Ui  come  hero  to  he  supplied  by  the  HrooUyn  or  the  dnifsfr  antl  gun- 
boats. The  Hchooner  Urnnj  Janes  might  be  plaeed  on  blockade 
hero  or  at  Velaseo. 

3d.  Ofhrors  obsen'o  from  the  mastheads  several  viasols  in  Gal* 
veston  waters,  viz:  In  Last  Bay  (to  the  tight  ol  ligbt-house)  otn 
bftfk,  yards  dowu.     One  black  steamer  which  they  take  for  a 
st.eamer;  she  has  bee:i  tliere  several  weeks,  disappears  oeeasionallv. 
The  ram  Bniiou  City  was  observed  to  havi*  her  in  Ui\\  a  few  days  ago. 
There  is  one  veritable  ram  railed  fiayou  City:  she  is  the  niily  Iniatl 
having  but  one  eliimney,  thieo  steanihoat>.  lmrrica<led  with  cotton 
and  called  rams;  tliree  riv<'r  slramiioHls  and  ten  or  (vvelve  s<'hooiu'r3 
from  KK)  tons  down  to  H)  tons;  one  brigantine.  yards  down,  and  a 
hulk  emplovcd  building  a  new  railroad  bridge  2  miles  S.  VV.  f  rom  ^i 
present  bridge.  ^| 

4th.  Tliey  are  extending  the  track  of  railroad  to  the  new  bridge;^^ 
have  a  battery  of  two  guns  at  this  end  of  present  bridge  and  an 
en<;anipnient  ther<»  of  about  200  men. 

5th.  Ijaiul  delenses  of  harbor  consist  of  one  earthwork  on  Pollran 
Spit  numnting  six  guns  (believed  to  be  "quakers,"  because  of  their 
promiiieneel;  one  carefully  constnirted  earthwork  on  Fort  Point 
mounting  eight  guns,  ime  or  more  being  X-ineb.  Tbis  fort  commanda 
the  lower  harbor.     A  telegraph  and  railway  connects  with  the  ci 
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One  battery  is  being  built  on  piles  in  imitation  of  tbose  at  Dog 
River  Bar,  Mobile,  situate  at  the  nnrr<»west  part  of  barbor,  I  mile 
dislaiit  from  P'ort  Point;  unotber  battery,  ahnost  complete,  situate 
a  little  to  the  nortb  of  tbe  city.  I  call  tliis  "new  hutlery."  One 
ironclad  battery  ol  two  j^iins  left  by  Coniinaiuler  Keiisbaw  at  lower 
emi  i»l  city  near  Oltl  Hospital  (rmrtb  crul) ;  one  carl li work  of  two  j»un.s 
left  by  Coininantler  Kenslmw  at  the  upper  end  tif  *-ily  (west  end). 

Torpedoes  are  believed  to  be  ]>lanted  in  tlie  entrance  to  the  barbor 
at  Fort  Point,  where  steamboats  and  rowboats  were  observed  to 
be  diligently  working  at  one  time.  The  foregoing  are  the  defenses 
for  the  harbor  of  (Jnlveslon.  Besides  these,  tliev  have  defenses  on 
the  tiiill  side  of  tbe  city,  tu  prevent  the  citv  Veing  shelled  with 
impunity,  viz:  One  earthwork  in  the  angle  of  the  city,  north  end,  at 
the  Old  llospitnl.  and  ap[>arenth'  connected  with  the  Ironclati  battery 
before  ri-ferred  to.  Also  <iiu'  ironrind  battery  with  port  shutters  at 
llie  south  point  of  the  city,  mounting  two  riiles.  A  large  brick 
building,  having  many  windows,  lyinp  near  this  ironclad,  i]\es  a 
yellow  Hag.  It  is  a  nunnery  and  hosfutal.  I  s&u\  I  wonUI  not  fire 
Into  it,  tliough  that  would  be  unavoidable  in  battU*.  These  bat- 
teries were  left  intact  by  Conimantlcr  Kenshaw.  and  one  or  two  gun.s 
are  .suid  to  be  eslublished  lo  the  ea.stw«rd  and  to  the  westward  of 
this  battery.  This  ironclad  bntlerv  can  be  flanked  on  the  south 
side  by  guidwals,  and  blown  down  whensoever  it  is  desiratde  to 
attack  the  city  for  occupation  or  to  destroy  it.  It  may  be  flanked 
on  the  east  also  by  «;unl>oals,  but  the  battery  at  Old  IbispituI  in  tbe 
lower  part  of  city  should  be  silenced  at  tlie  satne  lime  cjr  engaged. 
The  lAcak  i>o!nt,s  of  these  batteries  should  not  be  assailed  until  the 
time  of  att^i'k  is  inadr  for  capturing  the  citv. 

6th.  The  /larrii-t  lAtm-  has  not  been  seen  (although  slie  was  reported 
to  be  in  siglu  time  and  iigain)  sinre  the  I^^tli  .Taniiary,  when  ihe  vvat4>r 
rose  \iyry  high  in  tl»'  bay.  It  is  ri'i>orted  by  refugees  that  slie  was 
towed  u])  to  Ilanisburg  on  that  high  water,  they  ihd  not  know  for 
whnt  pur|>ose.  hut  said  it  wan  roporte*!  her  tnarhinery  would  not 
Wf>rk.  The  ofTirers  of  a  prize  capttu'cd  on  the  1 2th  instant  state 
that  she  lies  above  Ue<l  Kish  Bank  [BarJ.  her  mnsls  t)eing  out.  She 
may  be  the  steamer  which  we  see  sometimes  near  the  bark  in  Raat 
Boy-  To  return  to  the  harbor  she  will  retjuire  an  extraordinary 
rise  i/f  water.  Her  guns  wen^  taken  out  and  put  into  tbe  liatleries, 
refugees  say.  The  admiral  a-sks  where  could  tlic  rebels  have 
obtained  all  their  gnus  for  mounting  their  batteries. 

They  took  from  the  Lotif  and  WfHtfirld  I  X-incb.  4  IX-inch,  4 
32-poumhMs  of  Tu  huridredweigbt,  I  r)0-poun(b'r  rille,  1  ^D-poundcr 
rille.  1  24-poun(ler  howitzers,  and  are  known  to  have  ha^l  a  strong 
battery  at  Virginia  Point. 

It  is  agreed  between  General  Magrnder  and  myself  that  when  I 
shall  desin*  to  communicate  by  flag  *>f  truce,  I  shalf  display  tlie  white 
(lag  near  the  beacon,  and  he  will  then  send  out.  If  my  boat  shall 
approach  too  near  him.  he  will  warn  it  wiih  n  blank  cartridge,  and 
then  if  it  persists,  he  will  fire  a  shut.  Their  tlags  lof]  truee  come 
out  in  schooners,  and  I  send  in  a  boat  with  white  Hag  to  meet  it 
L  near  the  beacon.  If  I  go  they  will  Hnd  a  pretext  to  iMunr  out  and 
I  look  at  you.  .\  pood  one  they  bare,  viz:  They  wrote  that  they  would 
I  st'tid  the  privatp  pi-operly  on  hoaixl  of  late  Acting  MiLsh-r  Nbmroe. 
I       of  Harrift  Lam-,  who  died  of  wounds.     1  repUed  that  I  would  be 
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glad  to  iweivn  it.  They  liavp  seen  tho  Owanco  and  know  all  about 
iifir.  I  would  ke^p  them  away  from  tho  Oenrsee,  giving  ht-r  *iul  an 
ironclad.     The  Snota  and  Cayuaa  are  blockading  Sabine. 

Lirutciiant-Coininandor  Rfatl  will  bo  sent  inimediatoly  to  c«!n- 
mand  thoro.  The  Scititn  or  Ctiyiuja  may  bt»  recalled  at  vour  discre- 
tion, Icavinj;  out'  in  <-.oinpariy  with  the  Netv  Londtyn.  l-ioutenant^ 
Coiiiinaniler  lj4>wr\',  under  date  of  10th  instant,  reports  ihat  a  ram 
came  down  towartl  the  Sciota  and  Cayago  ami  iired  wvcraJ  shoU  at 
tlu'ui,  falling  whort.  The  admiral  enioiiia  husbanding  coal,  h^  the 
pnwence  of  rams  ready  to  come  out,  tnis  would  not  be  wi«e  economy, 
ui  rriy  judKuient.  but  iliey  are  not  Ukely  to  make  a  move  outward 
unlesH  the  sea  be  very  smooth  and  weatfier  favorable. 

April  /.  -1  fmd  it  nocexsary  to  go  to  New  Orleaim  or  Penaacola  to 
have  repairs  put  upon  the  HronHyn. 

You  will  picaao  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Toxa.s 
including  Sabine  Pass.  Tin'  vi»sMeIs  employed  i>n  that  service  at  pre>- 
enl  are  the  AVw  Londoj),  Licut^nant-ronunandcr  Kca<l,  at  Snhine 
Pass,  and  tht»  Caymja,  Jjieulenanl-Coiniuander  McDeniml,  at  Sabine 
Pass. 

Off  Galveston,  gunboat  (hiHiseo,  Lieutenant-(\>mnianHer  J.  Mad^- 
igan,  jr.;  gunlntat  Sc'ioUi,  Lieut^'nant-C.'ominauder  R.  B.  Lowrj*;  gui 
boat  hascfi,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  K.  R.  Ja'wis;  steamer  oiet 
V(7/f,  Conmiander  rj,  R.  M.  Mulhinv. 

Off  Pass  Cabello  [Cavallo]  or  Lavaca,  schooner  Itac.hfl  Seama 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Quin<-y  A.  II(Hiper. 

Aransai*  and  Corpiia  ('hristi.  none,  the  bark  Arthur  having  left  there 
to  have  damages  repaired.     Tlie  iirst  vessel  coming  out  should  hi 
sent  there. 

Off  Velasco,  none. 

Commodore  Morris  informs  me  that  he  will  send  down  a  supply  of 
coal.  The  best  mode  of  supj>lying  the  gunboats  at  Sabine  will  be  to 
send  a  gimboat  fronj  here  to  relieve  one  Ihero  for  her  to  come  down, 
coal,  and  provision.  Then  nUv  to  return  and  send  tliv  other.  The 
admiral  expects  Lieutenant-C<»mmarider  Read  to  bo  in  command  at 
that  point.  The  Rticful  Sfanuiti  Iuln  not  more  tliaii  ttiirty  days'  bread 
an<l  six  weeks'  of  other  provisions,  42  souls  all  tnld.  Four  or  five 
schooners  are  reporte<l  tone  in  Brazos  St.  Jago  [Santiagol  and  3,500 
cottttn  bags  at  Lamar,  on  Aran-sas  Bay.  When  a  ves.sel  can  be  spared 
lo  go  to  tne  Kio  Grande  one  siiotdd  be  sent  under  a  regiilar  olhcer. 
Upwards  of  ninety  vessels  of  all  nations  are  there  trading  with  a 
neutral  port,  and  they  have  been  tolerated  therein.  perhai>s,  because 
of  the  ti-eaty  (lifiicullies  in  the  way.  but  the  Texans  there  tluealen 
to  take  one  of  the  river  bouts  ninnmg  under  Mexican  coktrs  and  con- 
vert her  into  a  cotton  ram.  They  say.  however,  tlial  she  could  never 
crtwH  the  bar  at  night.  It  is  apprehended  that  they  niay  possess 
themselves  of  one  of  the  many  st'eamers  vi.titing  that  anchorage  ^ 
fit  her  out  ils  a  privateer. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bkm.. 

Comviotlorf. 

Commander  J.  K.  M.  Mi'llant, 

U.  S.  S.  Bknvlllt,  CoTiiintivdhig  off  Galveston. 
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WE8T  r.TH-F  n!>OrKAT>ING  BQIADRON. 
Passage  oj  Port  Uuthon,  nitjhi  of  Inarch  I4,  tSW. 

It.  S.  Flagship  TTarttord, 
Below  Warrenion,  J/w»..  March  19,  J8S3. 
(Via Cairo.  III.,  27th.     Rweived  6  p.  m.,  27lh.) 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  thai  the  Uartford  and  Albatroai  passed  the 
rphpl  battens  at  Port  Hud.-40ii  duriof;  the  ui^it  of  the  14th  instant. 
with  the  lo&s  uf  2  men  kiili'*d  and  2  wounded.     TUe  other  TiaifW  du 
not  pasii,  from  mnne  cau-'de  which  bi  bm  jel  unknown  to  me.     I  Itttfn 
from  rt'hel  paper*  that  the  M UnUsifrpi  waa  destroyed.     At  Qnnd 
Gulf  a  rehel  butter>'  of  four  rifled  pieceii  engaged- 'u8  this  moil^^ 
fiftth).  hut  we  pats^ed  u^>,  losing  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded.     WS 
arrived  ofT  Warrenton  at  4  p.  m.  this  day. 
Verv  r(»pectfuIJj. 

Fakragtt. 
Btar-Admirol. 
Hon.  GtDKns-  Weixes, 

SfcrtUtnj  of  thr  Sary. 
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Batox  Rch-ge.  La.,  J/ojyA  M.  tSCS. 
rRcceired  South  West  Pass,!^..  l-Jlh;  New  York,  10:20a.ra.23d.> 
Comniodure  Farra^ut,  leading  in  the  nartjord.  psaaed  the  PoH 

Hudwn  battened  la»t  night  at  U  o'clock  with  hia  fleet.    Sieuncr 

MUnUtippi  ran  aginrand,  waa  abaadoiicd,  and  bimed.    Firing  an 

both  tudee  rapid  and  aerere, 

Anny  m'itliiu  5  miles  of  enemrV  woriu.  in  good  i^iiritJit,  and  bound 

to  win.'    C-avalrr  (ddrnxiabea  onTy  fif^ting  yet. 

(.rHAH.  S.  BtXKLET. 

Captmn,  AmA.  8%fL  M3.  TrUyraf^t,  Def4.  «/  £JU  <?W/. 
Colooel  Axaoy  Staoeb. 


I>Ftai]*4  rvport  of  %tv-kAmiT%X  Ytrrafat.  V.  •  Mmrj 


Ko.  81.1  VuMinnts'  IIarttobd, 

Off  Mouih  of  Htd  Itirvr.  March  16.  180$. 
Sb:  U  >Miiywni<i  my  duty  ne^  to  report  di^aiiter  to  my  tleet, 
attsQgli  I  know  natiier  the  exl^-nt  nor  tlie  attendant  cireumatjuicvM. 
I  ^mH,  thwtfure,  ecNiline  my  report  tu  t)io<^  fa^-l^  which  emokt  undrr 
my  own  penooal  obecnraticxn. 

On  the  morning  of  the  t3th  intttanl .  off  Bat^m  Rouee.  I  inapertMl 
the  dupa  of  my  commaod.  to  aee  tliat  all  iIh*  pr<i>er  arrangemenVf  had 
bees  auwie  for  battle,  etc., and,  1  am  happy  to  Mir.  fuund  ever^thint; 
wdl  amuoBd  and  the  ebipe  weU  prepared  in  ereri'  respect.  \Ly  peo- 
coJ  opder  (A)  had  been  pretiuuUy  wn(l«u  aucl  deiirered  to  each 
iWllinandinr  officer,  for  his  *^idance  in  pa^siii»  Port  liudnon.  1  limd 
bed  a eonsimAtioo  with  GeoeraJ  Banks  in  t lie  luonung  and  be inlaiaMd 
_  me  thai  he  was  ready  to  move  af^aiust  Pun  Hudson  itnmedietely  amd 
^^Beice  a  drierKtun  in  my  faror.  and  attack  tike  place  if  he  found  it 
H^MctioaUe,  etc 
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At  I  p.  m.  I  signalized  Ut  the  fioct  to  got  underway  and  we  prf^- 
ceeded  up  tlic  river  to  near  Profit  Island.     Eurlv  tho  next  niominn     i 
(I4tli)  we  proceeded  on  up  to  the  head  of  Profit  Island,  where  we     | 
found  the  n»ftex  and  the  mortar  hoftUs  all  lying  readv  for  I  heir  «'tI-: 
1  raited  nil  the  commanders  on  board  of  this  ship  and  consulted  * 
mander  Caldwell  as  to  tlie  huUeries,  his  information  c«nnwt<?d  wun 
the  place,  and  the  character  of  the  steamers  we  saw  ahovc.      (Th**)' 
d'ere  five  in  nundier,  two  cotton  rams  for  boardinp  our  ^inbonts.  ami 
fche  others  river  steamers,  transports,  elo.)      I  also  direi'tiMl  the  mortar    j 
'  oat.s  to  commence  tiring,  in  order  to  tret  their  rangea.  which  they .di^^tf 
lit  finding  the  distance  too  creat  1  directed  them  to  move  half  a  mi^H 
nearer.     We  conversed  freely  as  to  the  arrangements  and  I  found 
that  all  my  instmctions  were  well  understuocand,  I  beUt>ve, 
curred  in  t>y  all. 

The  giinhoftts  were  assi^^neti  to  the  ships  according  to  their 
giving  tlie  Hichmonti  (hIic  heinj;  tlie  slowest  ship)  the  Genrsef  (she 
being  the  most  powerful  and  the  fastest  gimhoat).     The  stations 
ttie  others  will  he  seen  in  the  dia^^rani  annexed  to  m3'"f;enerul  order  (A)3 

After  a  free  interchange  of  opinions  on  the  subject,  every-  cot 
mantler  ananged  his  ship  in  accordance  with  his  own  ideas.  I  hfl 
directed  a  trumpet  iixed  from  the  mizxentop  to  the  wheel  i»n  boar 
of  this  ship,  as  1  intended  the  pilot  to  take  nis  station  in  the  top, 
that  he  might  see  over  the  fog  ur  smoke,  as  the  case  might  l>e.  To 
tlus  idea  and  to  the  coolness  and  courage  of  my  pilot,  lu-.  Carrell, 
am  indebted  for  the  safe  passage  of  this  ship  past  the  forts. 

At  5  p.  ni.  (14tli)  I  received  a  di.spateh  from  (iennral  Banks  ar 
nonncing  tlmt  his  command  was  at  the  crossroads  and  all  ready 
move  U|K)n  Port  Hudson.  In  reply  1  informed  liini  that  I  hoped 
have  passed  at  midnight.  At  dusk  I  made  signal  to  the  gunboat 
to  l^ke  the  stations  a.s.signed  to  them.  At  9  p.  m.  1  made  .si«^nal 
for  the  lleet  to  weigh,  but  from  sonie  cause  or  the  other  the  M  Isaiampp^^ 
and  M oHou^ahi'lti  did  not  come  up  tt)  their  .stations,  although  tbej^f 
answered  the  signal.  At  10  p.  m.  the  tug  Heliance  came  alongsid^^ 
and  I  sent  her  to  order  them  to  close  up,  and  as  soon  as  I  could  see 
the  ve.ssel.s  in  nosition  we  went  aheacf.  My  instructions  to  Com- 
mander Caldwell  were  not  to  open  fire  until  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us.  I  think  we  look  them  hy  surprise  somewhat,  as  they  did  not 
open  \ire  u|>on  us  until  we  were  abreast  of  a  large  light  placed  on  the 
opposite  side  to  guide  their  tire.  There  the  lookout  threw  ui>  r«tck- 
eUs  and  a  iiatter>'  soon  opened  U|Hm  us,  at  about  1 1 :20  p.  m.,  nut  did 
not  answer  our  brrmdside.  Commander  ( 'aldwell,  of  the  t'usrT",  now 
opened  in  fine  style,  and  the  mortar  l>t)atft  did  their  duty  in  the  most 
hanii.some  manner,  keojiing  up  their  fux'  i.ntit  2  or  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Tliis  ship  moved  up  the  river  in  j^ood  style.  Captain 
Palmer  gt»verning  with  e.\cellent  judgment  her  lire  according  to  cir- 
eumstanecs,  slopping  when  the  smoke  became  too  dense  to  s(>e  uiul 
reopening  whenever  a  frc-ih  battery  fired  upon  us,  but  we  always 
silentred  their  halterv  when  we  lired.  At  last  the  cnrrtMil  from 
around  the  point  took  us  on  the  how  and  threw  us  around,  almost 
on  shore,  but  hacking  the  Albfitroitst,  and  going  ahead  strong  on  thia 
ship,  we  at  length  lieaded  her  up  the  river.  The  upper  natteries 
now  opened  on  us  and  we  could  only  reply  with  the  two  gmis  on  the 
poop,  a  IX-inch  and  a  ao-pounder  Parrot t  ride,  hut  they  both 
their  duty  well. 
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When  wc  rounded  the  bend  I  saw  the  Richmond,  as,  indeed,  I  had 
done  whenever  during  the  action  the  anioke  was  not  too  dense,  u»d 
I  thou(flit  llial  she  was  following  us  in  fine  style,  as  I  could  see  the 
effect  of  each  of  her  broadsides  upon  thi'  l>alteries.  (Jreat,,  however, 
wa«i  my  surprise  when  I  found  that  she  did  not-  eonie  up  nfter  we 
had  rounded  the  point,  but  my  fears  were  not  excited  until  suHicieut 
time  had  elapsed  for  the  otlier  vessels  to  join  us. 

I  soon  saw  a  vessel  on  lire  and  apparently  jcrouiided.  and  I  feared 
she  was  one  of  ours.  I  next  saw  ner  drifting  down  the  river  with 
her  guns  going  off  and  the  shells  exploding  fitjm  the  heat.  We  now 
arrivetl  at  the  fonehi.sion  thai  one  or  more  of  the  vessels  liad  met 
with  disaster  and  the  rest  had  dropped  flown  the  river  again.  The 
firing  eenserl  about  this  time  ("2  a.  m.),  am]  near  4  n.  m.  (I5th)  the 
biM'ning  vessel  blew  up  with  a  great  explosion. 

The  nature  and  details  of  this  disaster  will  doubtless  be  conimu- 
ni(^ated  to  you  by  the  senior  surviving  officer  below  Port  Hudson,  in 
roniiimnd  of  the  fleet. 

In  eonebision  I  ean  only  say  thai  I  know  not  bow  far  I  am  respon- 
sible for  this  sad  affair,  hiit  I  take  it  for  granted  that,  as  the  Ha^hip 
came  safely  through  and  saw  the  others  following,  the  disaster  ntnsb 
have  been  caused  by  au  accidental  shot  disabling  a  vessel,  and  the 
others  stopped  to  assist  her.  instead  of  coming  through  an<l  letting 
one  of  the  gunboats  take  her  down;  but  I  have  too  lugh  an  estima- 
tion of  eacli  and  of  every  one  of  tlie  oOioers  commanding  those  ves- 
sels Ui  imagine  for  n  single  instant  that  everj'tliing  in  their  f>ower 
was  not  done  to  insure  success.  The  only  fear  I  had  wh.s  gelling 
ashore  in  rounding  the  bend. 

I  assigne<i  no  gunbuat  to  the  Mvtftiattipjn  for  two  reasons:  First, 
I  had  but  lliree  gunboatii;  second,  she  bemg  a  side-wheel  steamer, 
could  not  l^ke  oiu'  alongside  to  advantage:  ami,  in  fact,  with  the 
exce])tion  of  the  assistance  they  might  Inive  rendered  thi'  ships  if 
disabled,  ihey  were  a  great  disadvantage. 

If  in  this  elTort  to  cdme  up  and  cut  olF  the  enemy's  supplies  from* 
Ked  Kiver  and  recapture  tfle  ludianoUi,  misfortune  has  befallen 
some  of  our  vessels,  I  can  only  plead  my  zeal  to  serve  my  eountry, 
and  the  cliances  of  war.  an<I  1  felt  that  mv  orders  of  October  2,  1K62, 
fully  justified  me  in  doing  what  1  sliould  have  done  two  months  ago, 
but  fur  tlie  ilisastei's  at  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass,  the  strong  force 
of  the  enemy  at  Mobile,  and  the  inadequacy  of  my  force  to  meet  all 
these  contingencies. 

I  therefore  luivo  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  acted  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment,  and  hence  am  onJy  answerabk?  for  the  imper- 
fection of  thai  judgment. 

Concerning  the  Ilittihni,  I  can  not  speak  loo  highly  of  her  captain, 
ofTuers.  and  crew.  All  did  their  duty  as  far  as  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, and  more  courage  and  zeal  I  Iiave  never  seen  displayed.  The 
olBcers  set  a  guo*!  example  to  their  men,  and  their  greatest  dilliculty 
was  to  make  them  understand  why  they  could  not  fire  whcu  the 
smoke  was  so  dense  that  the  pilot  could  not  see  to  navigate. 

I  had  two  pilots.  Mr.  Thomas  R.  Carrell  and  Mr.  I,  B.  Hamilton. 
The  first  named  passed  Vickshurg  with  me.  and  my  main  reliance 
was  placed  upon  liim,  for  I  knew  his  great  go<id  qualities  of  courage 
and  skill,  and  he  never  disappouited  me  for  asiiiglc  moment,    ^ir. 


668 


WEST   GirLF    BLOCKADING   RQUADRON. 


re, 


Hamilton  ulso  cuuduct^d  himself  witli  givtit  sU^incss  and 
vuUmblf*  aid  tu  Mr.  Carrell. 

CaptHiii  T.  A.  Jenkins,  raptuin  of  the  flevl;  Mr.  E.  V.  Gabaudan, 
n»y  .sMTctnrv:  tiixi  Mr.  IahhII  Furraeut,  who  acted  as  .^i^ial  officer, 
assisted  hy  ^Ir.  l*altiier,  ('a|tlaiti  Jenkin.s'  i-lerk.  were  »U  at  iiiv  side 
on  Ihe  poop  deck  and  exerled  themselves  to  render  every  assistance 
in  tlioir  power. 

I  shall  only  mention  the  oiHcers  and  crew  of  this  ship  in  general 
terms,  leavinji  it  to  Captain  Pahiier  to  speak  of  tlieni  more  speciH^^M 
cally,  ni'coRlinj!;  to  their  nieritM.  To  the  piM«l  lirinp  of  the  shi]>s  w^^^ 
owe  most  of  onr  tsafety,  for,  accordijiK  to  my  iheorv,  tlie  hcsl  way  to 
save  yourself  is  to  injure  ytmr  adversary,  and.  although  we  received 
some  uglv  wounds,  our  casualties  were  small,  as  we  only  lost  1  man 
killed  Hn<l  '2  sUglitly  wounded,  and  they  were  both  at  their  puns  a^ain 
in  a  few  minutes,  as  ready  and  as  willing,  if  not  quite  so  able  as  before, 
to  do  their  duty. 

The  Alhatros'n  being  the  most  vuhierahle  of  the  piunboats,  and  hi 
speed  l>einfr  about  equal  to  thai  of  tins  ship,  was  assij^ied  to  he 
and  nllhou^li  it  wjls  not  in  LieuUMUtnt-Comniaiider  Hart's  power 
do  much,  still  he  did  all  that   was  in  his  power,  and  whenever  lie 
could  brine  n  f^m  to  bear,  ahead  or  astern,  on  the  port  side,  it  was 
instantly  fired.     She  suffered  to  tlie  same  extent  as  tliia  sliip,  losing 
1  man  l<illed,  but  none  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  (o  enclose  the  Ili'et  surjjcon's  report  (B). 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  subrtiilte<l  by, 
Vour  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  Fabraout, 
Rear-Admiral^  Commfindiiuj  Wist  Gulj  Squ<idron. 

Hon.  GiDE<:>N  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washingion,  D.  C, 

(EoHiwuTi'.] 
Gewral  ordrr  for  ftansing  fort  liudimn. 

The  ships  will  each  take  a  gunboat  on  the  port  side  anil  seen., 
her  as  well  aft  as  possible,  so  as  to  leave  the  port  battery  clear  for 
the  enemy's  battery  on  the  port  side  of  the  river  going  up,  after  we 
round  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

Kach  ship  will  Keep  a  very  little  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  her 
ne.xt  aheail,  so  ns  to  give  free  itiuge  to  lier  chase  guns  without  risk 
of  damage  from  premature  e.\]>losion  of  shrapnel  or  shells. 

The  cttptaitis  will  bcnr  in  mind  that  the  object  is  to  run  the  bat- 
teries at  the  least  iKissiblc  damage  to  our  ships,  and  thereby  secure 
an  efficient  force  anove  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  such  assLstaiiee^^ 
as  may  be  required  of  us  by  ihe  army  at  Vicksburg,  or  if  not  require(^H 
there,  to  our  army  at  Baton  Kouge.  ^^1 

If  they  succeed  in  getting  past  the  batteries,  the  gunboats  will 
proceed  un  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ked  Uiver  and  keep  up  the  police  of 
the  river  between  that  river  and  Port  Hudson,  capturing  atiything 
they  can.     Sln>uld  any  vessel  be  disabled  so  that  she  is  unable  to 

Fass  Port  Hud.son,  she  will  use  the  gunboat  to  tlie  best  advantage, 
f  the  captain  thinks  he  can  get  by,  try  it;  if  he  thinks  not.  let  the 
gunboat  drop  her  down  below  the  rau^e  of  the  batteries.     If  bot 
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aiv  <]isaM(><],  thpii  cliili  down  with  a  light  anchor^  or  n»e  the  sails,  as 
m  his  judjimt'iil  may  soeni  liest,  but  I  expect  all  to  go  by  who  arc  able, 
and  I  think  the  best  i)rotoftion  uguinst  the  enemy's  fire  is  a  well- 
directed  (ire  from  our  own  guns — shell  and  shrapnel  at  a  distance  and 
grape  when  within  400  or  500  yards. 

D.  G.  Farraoct, 

Rear-Adminil. 
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Memorandum  }or  commanding  officers,  to  accompany  generd.  order  for  passing  t&«  haUeriu. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Belmv  Port  Hudson,  March  13,  1863. 

Signals. 

1.  To  get  underway. — Two  red  lantern  lights  hung  over  the  stem, 

2.  Answer  to  No.  1. — One  red  lantern  light  hung  over  the  bow. 
When  underway  exhibit  one  red  lantern  Tight  over  the  bow. 

3.  Disabled,  I  am.— Two  perpendicular  white  lantern  lights  to  be 
shown  where  best  seen. 

If  disabled,  drop  out  of  the  line  to  port  and  display,  where  they  can 
beat  be  seen,  two  perpendicular  white  lantern  lights. 

4.  Discontinue  the  action  and  drop  down  the  river. — Coston  light 
No.  4,  all  red. 

If  the  admiral  wishes  to  discontinue  the  action  and  drop  down  the 
river,  one  Coston  light  No.  4,  all  red,  will  be  burned  aft. 

5.  Special  attention  must  be  given  to  the  steamers  lying  at  Port 
Hudson.  Shell  tlieni  with  the  hope  of  setting  the  cotton  on  fire  and 
destroying  the  boats. 

6.  Whoever  is  so  fortunate  as  to  get  through  will  proceed  to  carry 
out  the  views  contained  in  the  general  order;  that  is,  stop  the  com- 
munication between  Red  River  and  the  rebels  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  communicate  with  the  fleet  and  army  above, 
and  if  their  services  are  not  required  to  assist  in  reducing  Vicksbui^, 
return  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  keep  up  the  blockade  until 
the  want  of  provisirtns  and  coal  make  it  necessary  to  return  to  Baton 
Rouge.     Nurse  vour  coal  with  all  possible  care. 

7.  Supplies  or  provisions  and  coal  may  prol)ably  be  obtained  from 
the  fleet  and  army  above.  Failing  to  obtain  them  there,  the  army 
below  Port  Hudson  may  find  means  of  conveying  them  across  the 
peninsula  or  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  So  long  as  supplies  can 
be  obtained  tlic  vessels  above  Port  Hudson  will  remain  there. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fakra(jut, 
Rear-Admiral. 


K«port  of  Fleet  Burgeon  Foltz,  IT.  S.  Navy,  Kivlng  list  of  caHualtiei. 

U.  S.  Flaoship  Hartford, 
Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  March  16,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  iollowing  list  of  killed  and  wounded, 
in  passing  Port  Hudson,  on  the  night  o{  the  14th  instant: 

Wrtr//o;'(/.— Killed,  Thomas  F.  Butler,  marine.  Wounded,  Daniel 
McCarty,  landsman,  slightly;  Frederick  Carr,  captain  forecastle, 
slightly. 

Albatross.  —KAWed,  Charie.s  Kaiek,  captain's  steward. 
Total:  Two  killed,  2  wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  \'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.   FoLTZ, 

Fleet  Surgeon, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Bapori  of  Captain  Falmor,  D.  fl.  Navy,  conmaiidliig  V.  8.  S.  Hartford. 

U.  S.  Flagship  IIabtford, 

Mis8^i8)fippi  Hirer,  March  16,  ISSS. 

Sib:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  tliul,  ii^^reeablo  to  your  order,  tho 
^iml  fur  tlio  attack  ami  pu.si>u^L>  of  tlie  baitorics  at  Port  Hudson  was 
aado  at  9  p.  in.  The  ^nnljoat  Altmtro^s  ho'mfi  assij^nod  to  this  ship, 
had  hceii  ])revi(iusly  lashed  on  our  port  fide.  As  soon  as  j^"ou  were 
satisfii>d  tfijit  ihe  (/ther  ve.s.s<'l.s  of  the  stiiiiuh'on  were  in  m>siti<»n,  \vc 
stvttinr<l  Lip  to  the  ("ontest.  At  11  the  fiiwoi*  lmtt*u■i4^s  of  the  onomy 
opened  lire,  wliirh  we  retiirnc  I.  ami  the  action  eoinmonced  Tho 
ni*;hl  hoing  dark  and  still,  we  soon  discovered  the  smoke  of  our  puns 
prevented  tht;  pilot  frtMU  direelin^  the  course.  Ai*  this  was  all- 
esscnliul  to  us.  I  was  fretjuently  cuuipelled  (to  my  regret)  to  order 
our  fire  to  cease  until  the  smoke  cleared  siifriciently. 

The  pilot  was  placed  In  the  nii/zentop,  conveyiiij;  his  orders  to  the 
wlieel  through  a  tube  wliich  had  been  arranged  accor<ling  to  your 
suggestion.  At  the  sharp  turn  of  the  liend  our  peril  was  most  immi- 
nent, the  rapid  force  of  the  current  taking  us  upon  tlic  how,  threw 
IIS  well  nifjh  upon  tlie  enemy's  batt-erios.  By  the  cool  and  dexterous 
manaj^etneiit-  of  the  pilot  we  were  so(»n  recovered  and  around  the 

f)oint,  and  thouf^h  under  a  heavy  plunging  and   raking  lire^  but  four 
arge  shell  stnick  our  hull. 

ror  the  next  2  miles  we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  our  stern 
guns,  which  were  well  served,  and  our  loss,  to  my  great  surprise, 
amounted   to  hut  t    inaii  (a  murine)  killed    and  2  wouiuled;    these 
galiuiit  felh»ws,  aa  soon  aa  their  wounds  were  dressed,  returned  to* 
their  fpiarlers. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  cnme  also  under  your  obser- 
vation. Too  much  praise  can  not  he  given  tliem  for  coolness  and 
courage.  1  must  lie  permitted,  iMmevcr.  to  speak  of  the  great  ability 
of  the  lii'»t  lieutemiiitol  tins  ship,  Lieuteimnt-|(\)mmander|  i^ewis  [A.) 
Kiniberty;  to  his  induslry,  zeal,  and  ingemiily  I  greatly  attribute  the 
well-proteeted  state  of  tbis  ship;  tho  precautions  (doubtless)  .saved 
the  live.^j  of  many  of  a  gun's  crew. 

A  shell  having  burst  in  tl.c  mil.  filling  the  splinter  nettings  with 
splintei's.  which  otherwise  would  liave  been  thrown  l)roa<least  across 
tne  deck,  tit  the  destnictioii  of  many;  and  our  lirtrrica<les  of  ham- 
nuK'ks  and  sails  around  poop,  wheel,  and  topgallant  foreciLstle,  per- 
haps saved  life  from  musketry,  which  was  constantly  (ircd  upfin  us; 
to  these  arrangements,  under  a  inercitui  Providence,  1  impute  ouj* 
small  los». 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

Ja8.  S.  Palmer, 

Captain. 
Uear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakraoit. 

Commanding  West  G^ilf  lilockadlng  Squadron. 
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Keport  of  CapUlu  Alden,  U.  8.  Kavy,  coiomanding  V.  8.  8.  RiclimoQd,  traQsmitUng  report 
of  ohiif  oBgiiiatr  of  that  voisol. 

U.  S.  S.  Ru  HMOND, 

BfhwPortllitdsoii,  March  10,  JS6S. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  cliief 
engineer  of  this  ve,sae[,  setting  forth  the  injuries  done  to  our  machinery 

N  W  li  — V'.JL  19 H 
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on  the  iii^litnr  the  Nth  instant.  It  would  have  been  sent  with  the 
others,  hill  Mr.  Moorc'^i  utti'iitiuii  lias  l)een  so  entirely  enafrossed  in 
the  personftl  s-uporintondencc  of  the  rcpoirs  that  it  was  louiid  im- 
praclictthlp. 

In  my  general  report  of  our  proceedings  at  the  tinie  referred  to  ! 
had  oecaaion  to  sueak  of  Mr.  Moure's  ser\'ices.  and  would  again  rail 
the  attention  of  trie  Department  to  his  merits  as  an  otficer.  Ail  that 
lie  says  of  liLs  assistants  I  ean  endorse  most  fully,  and  would  bep  leave 
to  mention  hern  what  T  rejjret  was,  from  some  oversight,  omitted  in 
mv  first  report,  viz:  That  Third  Assistant  Engineer  [Roliert]  Weir, 
wfio  was  stationed  at  the  hell  pull  on  the  bridge,  was  of  the  greatest 
assistance  to  me  in  pointing  out  the  location  of  the  dilfe-rent  bat- 
teries, and  although  knocked  down  and  injurt«l  by  splinters,  recovered 
himself  inmiediately  and  rontinned  nnflinrhingly  at  his  post. 
With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

.Iamks  Ai.hkk, 
CommaTider  and  Senior  OlJietr  l*rvsetU. 
Hon.  (iiDEos  Welles, 

Secretunj  U.  S.  Navy,  Washhujtvn,  D.  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  AJden.  U.  8.  Ravy,  ooounandlag  U.  S.  8.  Bicbmond. 

IT.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  Port  Iludsan,  La.,  March  16,  /A'65. 

Sir:  I  have  re.spe{!trully  to  repnrt  that  our  attempt  to  pa.ss  the  bat- 
teries at  Port  Hudson  la-st  ni^L^hl,  in  coinpauy  with  the  admiral  and  the 
other  ships  of  the  sfiuadi-on,  was  frustruted  by  a  shot  striking  the 
Bteam  pipe  in  the  vicinity  of  the  safety  valves,  upsrlting  them  Initli 
and  letting  od  the  steam.  At  the  time  this  accident  occurred  we  were 
in  position,  sectmd  in  the  line  which  the  luJmiiiil  was  leading,  and  weiv 
well  up  with  the  flagship,  au(i  vsith  her.  engaging  the  last  liutt<»ry. 
The  turning  point  was  gained,  hut  I  soon  foun<f,  even  with  the  aid  uf 
the  (rniftrf,  which  vessel  was  hishcd  nlniigsi<]c,  that  we  could  make  no 
headway  aijainst  the  strong  current  of  Enc  river,  and  sulfering  nuu'h 
from  a  galling  cross  lire  of  the  eneniy'-s  I>attenes,  I  was  cumpoUod, 
though  most  reluctantly,  to  turn  buck,  and  hy  the  ait)  of  the  iirnrHre 
soon  anr-fjored  out  of  the  range  of  tlieir  guns.  My  noble  and  gallant 
friend,  Lieutenant-Commander  [A.  B.)  ('iiminings,  ihe  executive  ».llf- 
cer  of  the  shii>,  was  shot  down  at  my  side  just  belon*  this  «o<'ident 
wciu'ivd,  his  left  leg  being  taken  olf  helow  the  knee  hy  a  cannon  shot 
while  he  was  in  the  bravest  manner  cheering  the  men  at  the  gims. 

Enclosed  I  .*tend  you  a  list  of  casualties,  and  also  report**  ot  injuries 
done  to  the  sliip  by  the  enemy's  shot.  To  sav  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner  that  all  did  their  dutv  md>ly  and  well  under  the  most  I  lying 
circuihslttnces  that  men  could  be  placed  in  is  but  a  hu-hle  trihute  to 
their  devniinn  and  gallnntry  for  more  tlian  Iwu  houi-s  ilu-v  sto4Hl  to 
(heir  gim^  and  replied  in  t!ic  steadiest  manner  to  the  most  galling  lire 
that  I  bine  ever  witness<'d.  not  excepting  the  memorahle  passage  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Our  difficullies  in  this  action  were  heightened  by  the  abrupt  turn  in 
the  river,  where  the  strongest  of  the  enemv'y  hatteri<'s  were  placed, 
b^  the  obsctu'ily  of  the  night,  and  th«  humidity  of  the  atmosphcro.  thi$ 
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last  causing  the  smoke  to  settle  around  us  so  that  we  were  frequently 
compelled  to  cease  firing  to  tind  our  way.  Just  before  the  ftccid<?nt  to 
our  steam  pipe,  a  torpedo  was  exploded  close  under  our  stern,  tlu^ow- 
in"  the  watri  up  30  feet,  bursting  in  the  cabin  windows  and  doing 
other  unimportant  injury. 

Wlierctts,  I  have  said'  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  would  almost 
se*m  invididus  to  desi<;iiatc  any  by  iiume.  Of  Lieulenant-CommaiifhT 
Ciiinmiti^s  I  have  spoken  elHcwhrrc,  and  I  trust  he  will  be  nroniotfd 
iininciliateh'.  as  a  slight  token  of  his  worth  and  bravery.  Lieutenant 
[Edward]  'I'eny's  sorvieea  in  this  action  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 
To  liis  consummate  coolness,  which  1  have  never  seen  excelled,  together 
with  a  (Hiick  eye.  the  rescue  of  this  vessel  is  in  a  preat  measure  due. 
Captain  [Alan]  Uamsav,  who  desencH  special  mention,  in  char^'e  of 
the  marine  divisiiwi  of  jjrcat  pins,  had  nearly  n  whole  ifun's  rrew 
swept  awiiv  by  a  sinplc  cannon  i*hot.  .Vctiiij;  Master  {C.  •!.]  (lil)bH  ami 
[C.  \V.]  VVilsiin.  tiif^elher  with  Knsju;n.s  [K.  P.]  Swann  arui  [H.  K.j 
Haskin.  fuuji;lit  their  guns  ably  and  wcW.  Master's  Mat<'  [W  .  K.| 
Cox,  tojjetlier  with  my  clerk,  Mr.  Ho^arl.  who  acted  as  ti'u\  and  ^^i^nal 
oflicer,  deserve  mention  too,  tor  their  prdmptness  in  cairvin;;  my 
orders.  Ti>  Mr.  [J.  W.]  Moore,  our  chief  enj^ineer,  great  credll  is  ihu' 
for  his  niaiia'^enjent  throughout  the  Tight,  and  particularly  after  the 
acci<lent  tu  the  safety-valve  chest. 

Wc  shall  have  our  injuries  temporarilv  repaired  by  to-morrow,  and 
be  ready  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise.     Before,  howpver,  w  c  ran 
hr  entirely  cflicicnt,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  one  new  safety  valve 
and  rlii'si,,  hII  of  wliirh  lan  be  readily  obtained  at  New  Orleans. 
With  groat  rospect,  !  am  your  obedient  servant, 

Jaues  Alden, 
Comjtinjtder, 

Hon.  GinKoN  Welles, 

SecreUinj  U.  S.  Navy,  Waskim/ton,  D.  C. 


B«port  if  Chief  EitB:lDeer  Moors,  IT.  B.  HaTy,  of  tho  V.  8.  8.  Biehmond,  r«Rardini^  injnrtti 

susuinud  by  machinery. 

U.  S.  S.  KlCHMOND, 

Behw  Port  TlvAson,  March  W,  IS(j3, 
Sin:  I  respectfidly  report  the  bdlowing  damages  sustained  by  the 
marhincry  ot  this  ship  ditrinj;  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  batleriea 
at  Pnrt  Iludsixi  on  tlu'  night  of  the  1-tth  instant: 

About  12:20  a  fi-inch  rifle  solid  shot  came  through  the  starboard 
side  of  the  ship,  about  4  feet  above  the  berth  deck.  Inclining  down- 
ward, it  nas.'^ed  through  a  barricade  of  clothes  bogs  and  hawsers, 
througlt  bulkhead  of  steam-drum  room,  shutterctj  the  starboard 
safely  valve  chandior,  grazed  the  valve  and  seat,  upsetting  hotli  and 
letting  o(T  the  steam  in  large  volumes;  it  then  passed  through  tho 
smoke  iiipe  about  .'>  inches  above  the  steam  drum,  and,  taking  an 
upwora  and  forward  course,  struck  the  [>(>rt  safety-valve  weight, 
forcing  it  through  the  steanwlruni  room  bulkhead,  twisting  and 
heritling  the  lever  at  right  angles,  and  leaving  the  valvo  somewhat 
opened. 

Tin?  es<*ape  of  ateam  was  so  great  as  to  reduce  the  pressure  in  the 
boilers  almost  immediately  to  'J  pounds.     Anticipating  some  such 
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accident  to  this  exposea  portion  of  our  machinery,  lines  wore  attached 
to  the  stop  valves,  which  enabled  us  to  shut  off  the  injured  one  with- 
out attempting  an  entrance  to  the  steam-drum  room,  wliicii,  topether 
with  the  berth  deck,  was  filled  with  steam.  Fires  were  tl»on  hauled 
from  the  furnaces  of  starboard  boiler. 

Tlie  steam  so  (illeti  the  fire  room  that  it  was  with  the  ereatest  pxer- 
tion  on  t!»e  part  of  the  firemen  that  the  fires  were  hauled;  the  men 
were  obliged  to  relieve  each  other  every  two  or  three  minutes,  in 
which  time  they  would  become  completely  exhausted  from  the  eir*i-Ls 
of  steam  and  the  liot  fires  we  had  in  the  furnaces.  [Matthew] 
McClelland.  [.T.  K.l  Vantino,  (John!  Rush,  and  [John]  Hickman 
deserve  particular  mention. 

1  consider  it  my  duty  to  brinp  to  your  notice  the  vahiable  assist- 
ance rendered  me  by  First  Assistant  Knginoer  Kben  lloyt.  who, 
during  the  whole  engagement,  was  actively  employed  wherever  most 
ret|uiix'd,  until,  after  having  penetrated  the  steam  several  times 
wliile  superintending  the  hauUng  of  tires,  tiying  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  injury,  etc.,  he  was  finally  led  away  com|}|eteIy  exliausti^d 
and  fainting. 

We  will    bn   able  to  iini.sh  the  repairs  h}"-  to-morrow  suflicienily 
well  to  carry  15  pounds  of  steam,  until  a  new  safety  valve  and  cham- 
ber can  be  procured  and  titled  to  the  starbuai'd  boiler. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^^ant, 

J  Sit.  W.  MOOKK, 


Captain  James  vVlurn, 

Cmnnvinding  U .  S.  S.  Richmond, 


Chiej  Eru/metr. 


Bsport  of  Carpanter  Dixon,  U.  8.  Navy,  rogardla^  damBgea  iQitaitied  bj  tlie  V.  B.  S. 

SlchmoiLd. 

U.  S.  S.  RiffiMOND,  March,  to,  IS6S. 

Sir:  T  respectlully  beg  leave  Ut  report  the  damage  received  by  this 
ship,  in  hull,  etc. 

One  shot  stnick  fi-ont  of  cutwater,  cutting  away  martingale  guy; 
one  struck  starboard  bow,  passed  through  between  deeks;  one  came 
tlu-ough  No.  1  gun  port  on  starboard  side,  starting  forward  transom 
of  gun  carriage,  bui'st,  8*'arring  the  deck.  One  shot  passed  lludugb 
starboard  forwaid  waist  boat,  cutting  olT  the  gimwates  on  bolh  sides. 
One  shot  cut  ting  davit  of  starboard  waist  boat  nearly  (df;  an()t  her  cut- 
ting away  the  rudder  and  part  of  sternpost.  One  solid  rille  shot 
passed  tHrough  side,  under  No.  K  gtm  port,  through  steam  pipe  and 
smoke  pijjc,  breaking  down  bulkJiead.  One  shell  stnick  under  main 
chains, cutting  away  two  chain  plat^?s.cxnl  >dlngin  the  side,  tearing ntr 
ceiling,  one  piece  of  sh**!!  gning  tlinnigfi  the  barge. 

One  shot  rutting  spare  main  topMiil  yard  in  two,  cutting  olT  ham- 
mock rail,  .shnlN-ring  netting,  ptisscti  across  the  deck,  striking  spanker 
boom  and  poop  rail,  breaking  awning  stanchion.  One  slidl  passed 
throuj^hside  between  1 1  and  }'2  gun  port,  explodinp.  .scamng  the  deck. 
.  knocking  awav  stanchion  under  poott.  through  Ijulkhcad  and  captain's 
[•ollie*.  One  shot  in  side,  under  starboard  tjuarler:  one  in  side  on  star- 
board bow,  2  feet  above  water  line:  two  shots  through  port   waist 
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hoat;  one  ihfough  mainmosthcad,  0  foot  abovo  the  top,  cutting  away 
on(>-hair  iif  the  strotmth  uf  mast;  anotlu'r  Hcjirrc'ci  foremast  lu«atl. 
The  above  received  durinj;  the  en^caj^enienl  at  Port  Hudson. 
1  have  the  houur  to  be,  youi"  obetiient  servant, 

H.  L.  Dixon, 

Carpenter. 
Jambs  Alden,  Esq., 

Coinjnandin^  L/.S.S.  Hichmond, 


Boport  of  Boatrwtin  Cboate,  U  S,  Kar?,  rogarding  damagei  BQBtatiied  Xtj  the  IT,  8.  8> 

Kichmoad. 

tl.  iS.  S.  Hkhmond, 
OjJ  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  15.  tS63. 
Sm;  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  injiiriea  sustained  ])y  this 
vessel  during  the  action  of  the   night  of  the  14th  instant  off'  Port 
lIiHlson: 

In  the  boatswain's  department,  inner  and  outward  bobstays  shot 
away:  I>ark  ropes  cut  tnroufjli  by  shot.  Kore-ti»ps«il  halliiirds  and 
traveler  shot  away;  port  forward  fore-topnuist  backstay  shyt  away; 
chain  8linn:s  of  main  yard  shot  away;  starboard  niaintopsuil  Hft  shot 
away;  one  shroud  port  uiaiiitopuiast  ri^^iu^  shot  awa3'';  one  water 
wliij)  and  blocks  shot  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ije,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ihaac  T.  Choatk, 

lioatifWiiin. 
JamKS   Al.PRW  Ksq., 

Comnuindiiig  (j .  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Beport  of  Onnoflr  Thayer,  V,  8.  Navy,  U.  8.  S.  Bldunand. 

U.  S.  S.  RlCHMONP, 

Behw  Port  Iltuhon,  hi.,  March  15.  18S3. 
Report  of  number  of  ruuiuU  fired  during  the  action  of  Saturday 
nitfhl,  March  N,  istj.'t:  125  char{;es  IX-inoh,  10  pounds,  or  l,2oU 
pounds  powiU'r;  7  eluirtes  6-inch,  7  pounds,  or  41}  pounds  powder, 
SO-pounder  lifle.  Sheih  !>fl  shell,  5-seeund,  IX-inrli;  25  stand  of 
grape.  IX-ineh;  7  shell,  G-inch,  for  80-pounderrille,  percussion. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  TiiArEn, 

Gunner. 
Comnian*ler  James  Aldek, 

Commuiidimj  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Report  of  QnniieT  Thayer,  U.  S.  Ha?;,  regarding  damagei  laataised  by  the  V.  6.  8.  Xlehmoad. 

IT.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Bdoir  Pari  Ffud^on,  Im.,  March  15,  IS63. 
Sm:  I  respectfully  report  the  damage  sustaine<t  by  this  vessel  in 
the  ^miicr's  department  in  the  action  of  la^t  evcniufi;  with  the  Port 
Hudson  batteries  to  be  as  follows: 
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The  gun  carriage  at  No,  1  port  on  starboard  side  is  matcriallj 
injured  hy  sht»ll  passing  tlirouy;!!  l)roHHt  Iran.soni,  rear  transom  bviiig^ 
also  badly  shattered  Ijy  same  shell.  One  rammer  Ids!  overboard.  aUo' 
one  rammer  and  sponc;e  destroyed  by  shcil.  'I'lir  lock  and  si^bt  eov- 
ei-s  were  thrown  <tverb<»ard,  belonfjiiig  to  the  IX-inch  gnn  on  the  |h»o|i 
deck,  by  a  torpe<io  exploding  under  the  stern. 
Kcspee.tfuUy,  etc., 

James  Thayer, 

(ru  niter. 
Commander  James  jVldbn, 

Commanding  U.  »S'.  S.  Richmond. 


Beport  of  Surgeon  Hendsnon,  IT.  S.  Nbvy,  regarding  caiQBltlei  on  board  the  V.  B.  C^ 

Sichmond. 

U.  S.  S.  KlClIMONIi, 

Beiow  Port  Uudsov,  Migfdssipjn  Rirvr,  March  16,  t86S. 
Sin;  Tlie  following  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  with 
the  Port  Hudson  batteries  last  night: 

KUied. 

1.  Charles  Catherwoofl,  nrivat*  marine,  age  20,  bom  Ireland,  from' 
barracks  at  CJosport,  killi'U  by  a  frn<>;nient  of  shell  entering  brain. 

2.  John  Thompson,  private  muriue,  age  :Hi,  born  Ireland,  frfim  bar- 
raek-s  at  Brooklyn,  head  cariied  oil'  l)y  shell  or  eamiun  sliot. 

3.  John  Howard,  boatswain's  mate,  age  tS,  born  New  Jei-sey,  from 
receiving  ship  Pennsyh'tinia,  both  knee  joints  and  right  elbow  shat- , 
tered  by  fragments  of  a  solid  shot, 

WouiiAd. 

1.  A.  Boyd  Cnmmings,  lieutenant-eoniamnder  and  exeeutive  ofii- 
cer,  left  leg  carried  away  hy  a  cannon  shot:  amputation  below  kneOj 
joint. 

2.  Thomas  Nolan,  private  marine,  right  hand  shattered  and  ampu- 
tated. 

3.  Joseph  P.   Mullin,   private   marine,  concussion  of  brain,   notj 
severe. 

4.  George  W.  Hams,  |)rivate  marine,  contusion. 

5.  Hiciiard  Lyon.><,  captain  (up,  cuntUHion. 

6.  Alexander  Thomjison,  seaman,  contused  wound. 

7.  Henry  Banies,  seaman,  contu-sion. 

8.  John  .S.  Gross,  corporal  marine,  contusion. 

9.  Robert  H.  Ncoly.  corporal  marine,  contusion. 

10.  Michael  O'Neil,  private  marine,  sublu.vation. 

11.  Robert  Staples,  private  marine,  contusion, 

12.  Edward  Conover,  private  nnirine,  conin.sion. 
The.se  latter  injuries  tu*e  not  severe,  havitig  occurred  from  splinters^ 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  A.  Hen'ukkson, 

SuTffeon. 
Captain  Jambs  Aldek. 
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3«port  of  Captain    Aldea,   U.   B.   Havy,  comniaii<tiiig  U.  S.  S.  Bicbmond.  anuoanclng  tli« 
d«fttii  of  Lleatenant-CoiDinRnder  A.  B.  Cnminliigs. 

U.  S.  S.  UlCHMOWD, 

lifhw  Port  Hwhon,  March  ^S,  1863. 

Sir:  It  Wromcs  my  niclaiicholy  *iuty  to  inform  the  Department 
of  the  death  of  Liciitcnnnt-Oomniandrr  A.  IV  Ciimmin^,  late  execu- 
tive ollicer  of  tliis  ship. 

The  fact  of  his  heinj/:  grievously  wounded  by  the  loss  of  his  leg  in 
llie  action  of  tlie  Mlh  instanl  wa.s  slated  in  my  dispatch  dated  liie 
following  day.  He  wa.s  removed  im[ne4liately,  by  tlie  advice  of  the 
surgeons,  to  New  Orleans,  whiTC  lii'  died  on  tlie  ISth  instant^  three 
days  after  he  left  us  doin^  appnreiitlv  vciy  well. 

In  the  death  of  this  young  and  gulhitit  <»(licer  the  conntrj-  has  sus- 
tained a  loss  which  can  never  be  rei)aired.  1  can  truly  say  that  to 
me  personally  it  has  been  a  crushing  calamity.  In  the  hour  of  need 
he  WHS  the  mainstay  and  supj)ort  to  his  <-o[nmaiuler  and  a  tower  of 
Ktrengtii  to  the  olHcers  and  crew,  who  had  sn  lnti^  and  had  been  so 
used  to  look  up  to  him  for  ciinnsd  anil  iidvii-e. 

My  feelings  on  thin  iicoision  have  hern  expressed  in  an  address 
which  1  thought  il  fitting  and  proper  Ut  deliver  at  a  general  muster 
on  the  tiuartcr-dexk  of  this  ship,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed, 
anri  which  I  rt'spect  fully  re<|ucst  amy  be  spread  upon  the  records  o." 
the  Navy  Department. 

1  Iiave  I  he  lionor  to  be,  very  truly  your  obedient  servant. 

Jamks   Al.ltKN, 
Commander  and  Smiur  O^ctr  present. 

Hon.  GiDEov  Welles, 

Secrt-tunj  V .  S.  Navij,  Wanhington,  D.  C. 

[BorlcMiura.] 
AiidrtM  of  Caplnin  Alti^n  to  the  o^errt  and  rrrw  of  thr  RirKmond,  Uarth  it,  J8S3. 

With  deej>  sorrow  I  call  you  together  to  announce  the  death  of  our 
late  executive  oJiicer,  Licutenaiit-Conuuauder  A.  B.  Cununiugs,  at 
New  Orleans. 

It  has  pleased  God  to  tnke  from  among  us  our  gallant  friend  in  the 
fullness  of  Ills  energies  and  UHcfiilness.  You  all  well  know  the  impor- 
tance of  his  sei-vices  in  this  ship;  his  conscientious  devotion  to  duty; 
his  justice  and  even  temper  in  maintaining  discipline:  his  ability  in 
pre]>aring  for  euuMgencies,  and  his  coolness  in  meeting  them.  All 
the.se  qualities  he  brought  to  liis  conntr}'  in  the  hour  of  need,  and  he 
1ms  seated  his  devotion  with  his  life. 

The  fatal  cannon  shot  struck  him  wheti  he  sIckkI  on  the  bridge 
cheering  the  men  at  the  guns  and  directing  their  (ire.  lie  was  thrown 
down  upon  the  dei'k.  but  his  presence  of  mind  still  remained.  lie 
said:  "Quick,  boys;  pick  me  up:  nut  a  tourniquet  on  my  leg;  send 
iuv  letters  to  my  wife;  tell  them  I  fell  in  doing  my  duty."  Wlien 
Im-Iow,  he  said  to  the  surgeons,  "  If  there  are  others  wtn-se  hurt,  attend 
to  them  first."  *' Nohin,  ai-e  yon  here,  toor*  I le  enquired  about 
"Howard."  and  his  thoughts  were  direetiv  of  others  and  of  sueee-ss 
in  the  fight.  When  told  that  the  noise  helieard  was  from  the  escape 
of  steam,  and  that  the  ship  could  no  longer  stem  the  current,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  I  would  ratlu'r  lose  the  other  leg  than  go  hack;  can  nothing 
be  done)    There  is  a  south  wiml;  where  are  the  sails?" 
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Frienfls,  (lie  liif^li  olijrrl  (jf  unr  country  in  tliis  war  is  "that 
niu!  ImppiiK'ss,  tmth  and  juslirc.  rt'li;;ion  urnj  piety,  utuy  Ik*  psti 
Uslicd  amnnjj  vis  foi-  till  j^otU'raliuiLs."      In  llils  sjtri'od  raiiso  has  faller 
the  Cliristion  giMilltniiaii  wluwo  <h>iilh  wc  now  Ininrnl;  in  ihLs  cmiise 
have  fallen  all  the  hrnvc  men  whoao  hloo<l  has  stained  these  deeksj 
We  can  nut  du  our  duly  better,  but  let  us  at  least  try  to  do  it  as  weli 

Jamks  Aja>ES*. 
Commnntier  ami  Srnior  OJfiivr  preiteni. 


Saport  of  Captain  Alden,  V.  8.  Vtvy,  UaBsmittiDg  report  of  oomraanding  offlo«r  of  tht 

U.  8.  8.  G«ao»co. 

U.  S.  S.  HKHMON-n, 

Below  Port  Hudson,  Murch  i?,  ISG3. 
Btr:  In  fonvardingConimaniler  Maennib  h  rei)ort  of  bis  prtM'wiiiniS 
in  the  octi^m  of  the  Mlh  iiistunl.  whieli  1  have  tlie  honor  herewith  tc 
enclose,  1  must  be^  leave  t4>  slJile  that  tlie  re.seur  nf  tliJs  ship  from  bej 
perilous  position  that  ni^ht  is,  in  a  ^M«at  measure,  due  to  his  ntolnofll 
and  inti'e|>id  conduct.  I  will  venture  to  hope,  therefor**,  that  he  ma 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Oepartnienl  some  special  notice,  which 
always  so  j;ratefid  to  the  feelinjcs  of  a  c;uManl.  officer. 
Respeclfully.  1  am,  your  obedient  .^civiml, 

Jamks  Ai.oen, 
Commander  and  ^V^)o/■  O/jtcir  Pnsenl. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wrli.es, 

SecreUinj  U.  S.  Nary,  Wtisltington,  D.  C. 


Boport  of  Commandor  Ukcomb,  IT.  S.  Kary,  commaadiag  U.  8.  8.  Ooaeiee. 

L'.  S.  S.  Uknksek,  Afnrch  J7,  ISSS. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folhiwinj;  report  of  the  ouera- 
tions  of  this  vessel,  under  my  command,  durin<<  tjie  action  witfi  the 
batteries  at  Port  Hndson  on  the  niiriitof  the  Uth  instant: 

Agreeably  to  ordera  aTuI  pn'scrilieil  rtrranjiements  of  Kear-Admiral 
Farrajjnt  this  vessel  was  iiiMicd  alonjrside,  on  the  port  ipiart.('i\  of  tho 
U.  S.  steam  slo4)p  Uuhimnui,  for  the  purpose  of  towinj:  and  rendering 
such  assistance  as  mi^ht  be  required. 

The  moment  the  signal  was  mude  by  the  admiral  Onptain  Aldon 
started  the  H'nhmojid,  with  the  (frnrsff.  and  took  our  position  in  line 
of  battle  followiuf;  the  (laphip.  At  about  1 1  :'Ai)  the  batteries  oiK>ned 
fire  ution  the  ves.sels,  wlurh  \va>  immrfliiilely  returned  by  the  (leavy 
broauside  of  the  Hichmond,  and  in  which  wo  joined  with  all  the  gtin's 
we  could  bring  to  bear  on  that  sitie,  vi/,,  the  bow  pivot  lOO-jMiuuder 
Parrott,  the  stern  pivot  X-ineh,  and  the  starboard  after  IX-iiu*h  pin. 

While  passing  up  abreast  of  the  batteries  under  their  licavy  (ire  we 
were  fired  upon  by  some  »uns  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  tlu'  river,  nearly 
opposite,  when  I  opened  the  whole  of  our  port  batter^"  npim  these 
positions.  , 

At  12: 50,  while  proceeding  past  the  bnttcrie.'?.  and  haviuf?  aiTived 
as  bijjh  up  as  Thomas  Point,  where  tho  river  bends  to  the  westward, 
and  after  the  liichmond  and  this  vessel  hail  commenced  lo  turn  in 
that  direction,  the  Ruhmoud  luiviiitr  received  a  shot  or  sjiell  throujfh 
her  steam  valve  chesta.  \Viiich  rendered  her  enjjine  ilisubh'd.  wi*  were 
compelled  to  turn  the  Richmond  round  and  low  her  down  the  river  to 


WEST  avi.r  mXiCKXTiJSCM  fiQITADRON. 


679 


n  plncft  of  saft'ty.  and  anchored  abreast  of  Profit  Island,  according  to 
the  iiLStnu-liuiis  of  t  lie  tidniiraJ. 

Al  2  a.  III.  cast  "IT  friiin  i\w  Uicltmond  for  tlic  pui-pose  of  anchoring. 
At  this  luument  iJii*  Mhahfiippi  wn.s  roportod  to  have  groiiiidod 
abreast  of  the  batteries.  We  iinnieduUtly  prucecded  up  Ut  her  \\itli 
a  view'  of  rendering  tkssi.stance,  and  found  her  oh  (irp  fore  and  aft.. 
tScnt  one  of  thr  cutti-i-s  to  search  tlie  ri«clit  Imnk  of  the  river  and 
rc-scDe  nn}'  of  the  oiiicei-s  or  crew  they  niif»l:t  find  there.  Tins  niove- 
iuent  was  nei:e.s.sari!y  made  wi(h  ^rt-at  risk  Ut  tlie  (ietusee,  jls  the  Mi^t' 
sissljipi'ti  fjuns  were  hccoiniuj^  so  heatod  as  nioinetilarily  to  diwliar^e 
thrni:^elves,  as  well  as  the  ^reat  risk  of  being  blown  up,  expecting  the 
MIsftisjiinpi's  magazines  might  explode  at  any  instant.  After  this  we 
ancliorca  at  the  upper  end  of  Profit  I.slan<I. 

J  take  gri'at  pleasure  in  nutlcing  the  coolness  and  attention  with 
whicli  the  odieers,  seamen,  anil  niarines  condurted  themselves  during 
the  action,  and  deem  it  my  duty  to  nutice  the  attention  to,  and  efli- 
eient  performance  of,  their  dutiesitf  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant- 
Cloinmainhr  William  li.  Oana,  Acting  Master  Kobcrl  T.  Wyatt.  in 
ccmimand  of  the  first  divi.siun,  wlm  worki'd  the  I(K)-poundcr  rilled 
Parrott  hniidsomely;  to  Actine  Ma.sLer  Cornelius  M.  Marchanl  for 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  fired  tlie  second  division,  at  the 
same  time  being  at)  ably  a.ssisted  by  -Vcting  Master's  Mates  Edward  W, 
Ilalcro,  of  tlie  first,  and  WniTen  -I.  Crosby,  of  the  second  divisions, 
bnlii  (if  them  at  tlxe  same  time  bein;;  jmrtirularly  altciuive  to  the 
working  of  the  IX-incli  ginis  and  howitzei-s.  Acting  Master  William 
llansuit,  in  cliarye  of  the  muster's  division,  renilercd  gtiod  and  clh- 
cient  service.  The  assistuul  surgeon,  Granville  B.  Slough,  1  take 
occasion  to  notice  fi»r  attention  to  the  wounded,  and  anangetnenti 
for  receiving  others.  I  would  also  notice  tie  vigilance  and  ailention 
of  Commander's  Clerk  K.  M.  Warne  as  siirnal  tdlicer.  I  also  bring  to 
especial  notice  the  etiicient  manner  in  wliich  Mr.  John  Cahill,  senior 
enghiwr,  ami  the  a.'isl-ctant  engineers,  Charles  H.  Tlarnili,  Michael 
McljHUghltn,  Christopher  Milton,  and  Harry  Webster,  witli  the  fire- 
men and  coal  licavers  attached  to  thi.s  department,  worked  the 
engine  an<i  supplied  the  furnaces  during  the  action.  I  have  also  to 
notic.i'  the  celerity  and  altcnlioii  Lo  supplying  ptiwdcr  by  the  powder 
division,  under  charge  of  Acting  Knsign  CbarlcN  H.  Baxter  and 
Miusters  Mate  Jolin  Conner. 

While  making  bomuahle  notice  of  the  conduct  of  all,  I  would  men- 
tion tlie  attention  and  celerity  with  which  the  fire,  caus(Ml  by  the 
ignition  of  a  X-inch  shell,  near  the  shell  nxun,  which  had  been  .struck 
by  a  rified  slmt  passing  through  the  side  of  the  ship,  was  extinguished, 
on  which  (K-fasioii  the  services  of  Mr.  Charles  Woolley,  payiiutster's 
clerk,  were  very  active  and  efficient. 

Casualties,  :j  wounded.  Damage  tn  vessel,  one  fi-inch  rilled  shot 
tlirough  port  side  abreast  of  the  steeragr;  lieatl  of  foreniast  badly 
voundcd;   maintopmast  btMJly  wounded,  as  well  as  some  of  the  rig- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   II.  M.XCOMB, 

Commander. 
Captain  Jamks  vVj^hen, 

Sejtior  Officer  Present,  Comdg.  V .  S,  S.  Richmond, 

M  iifsiggippi.  Iliver. 


G80 


WEST  GTTtF  BLOCKADTNG   SQUADRON. 


Additional   report  of   CommaDder  Uscocib,   H,  S.   Navy,  commandiDg  U.  8.  8.  OeoMM, 
regarding  damage  atutained. 

U.  S.  S.  Gexesee,  March  16,  iSGS. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  have  to  make  the  following  report 
of  the  damage  siiNtaliied  by  this  vessel  in  the  attempt  to  pa-ss  the  nat- 
teries  ut  Port  Hudson  hist  lu^lit :  One  6-in('li  rifle  shot  tlirou^^h  her 
side,  one  shot  through  foremast  head,  one  shot  through  niainlopmast; 
wounded,  2. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfullv, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commands, 
Captain  J.  I*.  McKinstby, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Atnnongnhfla. 


BoportorOaptaiB  Bmitb,  U.  8.  Navy,  late  commandiDg  U.  S.  8.  Hiaiitiippi.  regarding  tba 
lose  of  that  veiael  and  the  attack  apon  the  batteriei. 

Ponx  HcDsuN,  March  iH,  t86S. 

Sir:  Captain  McKinsfrv,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mnnort^hela, 
senior  ollicer  l)elo\v  Port  ifudsoii,  being  unable  to  coninnmicate  with 
the  Department,  owinu  tu  injiirioB  sustained  by  him  in  tx-tiun,  has 
r©c]uested  me  to  embody  in  my  rt-jmrt  (if  tlie  dcstruclion  of  the  V .  S. 
S.  M ififiimippi  the  principul  fart.s  mnnerUMl  witli  tlie  attack  on  tbe 
batteries  at  that  plnoe,  whirli  the  enrloscd  instiiR'tiuns  from  Kear- 
Admiral  Farragut  will  serve  to  explain,  as  well  as  lo  sliow  the  success 
of  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  9: 15  p.  m.  the  flagship 
made  general  signal  to  eet  underwa\',  and  in  tliirtv  minutes  the  fleet 
were  moving  up  toward  thn  ball<'ri«'s  in  tbe  positions  that  fiad  been 
assigned  them.  Our  approach  was  signalized  by  the  rebels  on  tlie 
west  bank  of  the  river,  and  at  1 1  p.  m.  tbe  batteries  opened  fire  upon 
the  flagsliip,  which  was  the  leading  vessel  in  tlie  line.  At  this  time 
tbe  Eftsex  engaged  the  lower  batteries,  tbe  bomb  vessels  commeneed 
shelling,  the  fiagshiji  opened  fire,  und  the  engagement  became  general 
as  tlie  vessels  came  in  range.  At  tlurty  minutes  a.  m.  the  Richmond 
passed  down  the  river,  ami,  (twing  to  the  darkness  and  smoke,  was 
ftir  some  time  taken  for  an  enemy  >»y  tlie  crew  of  tbe  Afissiftgipni, 
who  were  with  difficulty  restrained  from  firing  into  her.  For  tlie 
iau.se  of  the  disability  of  tliat  vessel  1  would  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  Captain  Alden,  berein  enclosed. 

The  Miitniiujaliehi.  which  was  our  next  ahead,  could  not  at  this  time 
be  seen.  Supposing  that  she  had  increased  her  distance,  the  order 
was  given  to  "go  ahead  fast."  in  onh-r  that  we  might  close  up.  We 
bad  now  reached  the  last  iukI  most  formiduble  batteries,  and  were  con- 
gratulating ourselve-s  upon  liaviiig  gained  the  turn,  when  tlie  J/w- 
sissippi  grounded  and  beele<l  over  tiiree  streaks  to  port.  The  engine 
was  immediatelv  reversed,  and  the  port  guns  (which  had  not  been 
fired)  were  run  m,  to  bring  her  on  an  even  keel,  after  which  our  own 
fire  from  the  starf»oard  battery  was  recommenced.  The  engine  was 
flacked  for  thirly-five  minut^.s,  anil  t!u'  steam  was  increased  from  13 
to  25  pounds,  which  was  considered  l)y  the  chief  engineer  as  the  great- 
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est  pressure  the  boilers  would  bear,  when  the  pilot  stated  it  would  be 
itnpimsihh'  to  get  the  vessel  off.  I  then  ordered  tlie  port  batterj'  to 
be  spiked  and,  with  the  pivot  jjun,  to  be  thrown  overboard,  but  the 
latter  was  nut  acoumolished  before  I  deemed  it  most  judicious  and 
humane  to  abandon  tfie  vessel,  as  the  enemy  had  obtained  our  range 
and  we  were  exp(tse<l  to  the  galling  and  crass  fire  of  tlirec  batteries, 
their  shot  hulling  us  frequently. 

The  sick  and  woumled  were  now  ordered  up,  at  wliich  time  we 
ceased  firing,  and  three  small  boats  (all  wo  had)  were  immediately 
employed  in  landing  the  crew,  while  preparations  wei-e  being  macfc 
(o  destroy  the  vessel.  U|i  to  this  time  the  men  had  been  working 
the  guns  in  the  most  splendid  style  and  aiming  at  every  flash,  wliich 
was  the  only  guide  to  the  rebel  works.  It  was  by  no  means  certain 
that  the  oilicers  and  rrew  would  not,  even  after  landing,  fall  into 
tiie  bands  of  the  enemy,  as  musketry  had  been  fired  from  the  west 
shore  on  our  iiassage  up,  hut  as  tliis  was  of  less  consequence  than 
the  (•a[)ture  of  the  ship  the  erew  were  direrted  to  throw  overboard 
all  the  small  arms,  the  engineers  ordered  to  destroy  the  engine,  and 
the  ship  set  on  liie  in  the  forward  store  room.  To  be  positive  that 
this  WHS  efi'ectually  done  the  yeoman  was  sent  below  to  make  an 
examination,  when  three  shots  entered  the  store  room,  letting  in  the 
wtiter  and  extinguishing  the  flames.  She  was  then  fired  in  four  dif- 
ferent places  nit,  between  derUs.  iind  when  the  rombuslion  ha<i  made 
suificient  progress  to  render  her  destruction  certain  1  left  the  sliip, 
accomj^umed  by  the  Jirst  lieut-emmt  [Dewey],  all  having  now  been 
lande<},  und  passed  down  to  the  Richmond,  under  the  fire  of  tlie  lebel 
batteries.  ()ii  reaching  that  ve.ssel  1  learned  that  the  flagsliip  and 
the  AUhiItohs  had  succeede*!  in  nnming  the  hatteri&s.  I  also  observed 
the  Sf nnnugahela  at  anchor,  the  reason**  for  which  are  contuined  in 
the  report  of  Lieutenant  [N.  W.]  Thomas,  herewith  enclosed. 

At  ;l  o'clock  ft.  m.  the  Miaaissiviyi  was  observed  to  be  afU>at  and 
drifting  slowly  down  the  river,  wnich  circumstance  may  be  readily 
accounted  for  bv  the  absence  of  her  crew,  the  effect  of  the  fire,  the 
explosion  of  shells,  and  the  settlinir  of  water  aft  «nving  to  the  cutting 
of  the  outboard  delivery  pipes,  wnich  brought  her  by  the  stern  and 
caused  her  to  slide  off  the  snnal.  and  at  5:30  a.  m.  she  blew  up,  pro- 
ducing an  awful  concussion  which  was  felt  for  miles  around. 

I  consider  that  I  sliould  be  neglecting  a  most  important  duty 
should  I  omit  to  mention  the  ctHtlness  of  my  executive  officer,  Mr, 
[tieoi^f]  Dewey^  und  the  .-^leady,  fearless,  and  gallant  manner  in 
wliich  the  officers  and  men  of  the  M iss^ii»ippi  defended  her,  and  the 
orderly  and  quiet  mtinner  in  which  she  was  abandoned,  after  being 
thirty-five  minutes  aground,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
There  was  no  confusion  in  embarking  the  crew,  and  the  only  noise 
was  from  the  enemy's  cannon,  whicli  did  not  cease  until  some  time 
nft*r  the  shin  was  enveloped  in  flatties  and  tlie  boats  had  i)a.sse<l  out 
of  range  of  ttieir  guns. 

The  personal  effects  of  the  officers  and  men  were  burned  with  the 
ship,  no  individual  saving  even  a  change  of  clothing  or  a  relic  of  our 
former  victories. 

Whether  mv  conduct  shall  receive  the  censure  or  approval  of  the 
Department,  1  beg  to  assume  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  course 
I  have  pursue<l.  as  no  su^cstions  were  made  by  the  officers  nor  was 
any  consultation  called. 
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I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  all  the  commanding 
ofTicers  and  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  for  the  casualties, 
expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  injuries  the  vesseb  sustained,  and 
enclose  also  a  receipt  for  the  signal  books,  turned  over  to  the  Rich- 
mond for  the  use  of  the  gunboat  Essex. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  late  U.  S.  8.  Mississippi. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmnj,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Bsport  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy,  late   oommanding  U.  S.  8.  XiHiuippl,  giving 

namber  iared  and  mining. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  March  18,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  number  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  saved  and  missing  from  the  late  steamer  Mississippi. 
The  former  have  been  turned  over  to  the  Pensacola  for  distribution 
among  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Officers  saved 22 

Officer  killed I 

Officers  missing 3 

Seamen  saved 179 

Seamen  killed  and  inissinj; 52 

Marines  saved 32 

Marines  killed  and  missing 8 

RECAIMTl'LATIOX. 

Saved 233 

Killed  and  missing 64 

Total 297 

1  am.  sir,  vt-rv  respectfully,  your  oi)0(]ient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  GiriEox  Welles, 

ISfcretanj  nj  tiie  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Baport  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Hiaaicaippi,  tranamitting 
names  of  those  missing  from  that  vessel's  lists. 

No.  3.]  IT.  S.  S.  l^EN'SACOLA, 

Off  New  Orlearift,  March  20,  ISGS. 
Siu:  I  luivc  (ho  honor  to  onolose  n  list  of  officers,  crew,  and  marines 
that  are  missinj;  from  tlic  kle  I'.  S.  S.  M IfiaUaippi. 
Very  respectfulfy,  your  obedient  servant, 

jr.  Smith, 
Captain,  U .  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  GiPEON  Welles, 

Secretary  oj  the  A'ary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Zisf  of  officers,  erap,  and  m^ntM  o}  fhe  late  V.  S.  steam  Joofi  J^itsgiuipfn  mistiny. 

Officer!*.— iioheri  L.  Kelly,  acting  master;  P.  H.  W.  Foiitan^,  cap- 
tain of  niariiu's;  JrfTerstjn  lirown,  third  assistant  engineer;  II.  6. 
Kraiiris,  a<'iiiig  master's  mat*. 

Petit/  ((//ifcrs.— JoHcph  N.  Sullivan,  paymaster '.s  tsteward;  Cliarlfs 
Williams,  quarterina*iter;  Charles  Sullivan,  ciypenler's  mate;  Clinrles 
Williams,  quarter ^mmer;  Uenn.'  V.  l>ay,(iuartt'r(^mnnor;  William  11. 
Joi-dan,.  ship's  corporal;  Timothy  T(M>mev,  sliip's  ef»M>er;  Cfiarlei* 
Ix>wis,  armorer's  mate;  Kphni.  K.Jones,  officer's  cook;  Hilliom  John- 
son, coxswain. 

.S^rtme/t.  -William  H.  Thomiteon,  Klijah  Di*ew,  Richanf  Kowley, 
T.  H.  Nugent,  William  Robinson. 

Ordiunnf  nifimen.—  AH)ert  Kandolph,  (ieorge  IIenr>%  James  Walley, 
Lewis  Philijis,  Jtiliii  White,  John  MrDonaUl,  Georj^ie  "N'.  Howard,  Wil- 
liam West.  Andrew  Mathews,  William  Nels<m,  Luther  11.  Topning, 
Patrick  O'Neil,  Thomas  Harris.  John  W.  Kdwatxls,  John  J.  Burk, 
John  McElroy.  Thomas  Cunnin^liam,  James  Moore. 

/Miulsmtn. — Ji)lin  Hirkey,  Henry  William.'*,  William  Hawkins, 
James  (■.  Hodj^kins,  John  McCandU'ss,  Thomas  Hughes,  John  W. 
Decker,  John  NhCnrmiik. 

Boys, — John  Keating,  Juhn  Asheraft. 

Firtmen.^A.  II.  Landlioltzer.  first  class;  Bart.  Harrigan,  first 
class;  James  H.  Burnes.  second  class. 

f'tml  heavtrti.     John  Kjran,  Williuni  11.  Austin.  2d. 

Marinett. — Patrick  Bannon,  Peter  Dovle,  Patrick  Khiheriy,  David 
Kellv,  1st,  James  McMuUin,  John  Keddin^,  William  Talaht,  John 
KellV.  iM. 

Contntbands. — Stephen  Downey,  Scot  Lewis, Georj^e  Jackson,  Moses 
Ohcntoti. 

C.  P.  WAM,.\cn. 


Report  of    BargeoD   Haccoan,  0.  8.  Navy,  regardug   caBaaUies   on   tword   tlic   D.  8.  8. 

MiMittippi. 

U.  S.  S.  UlCHMONP, 

Off  Port  fludfson,  MU^hsipp^'i  Hirft;  Manh  15,  186S. 

Sir:  As  far  as  can  he  ascertained  at  present  the  nnniher  itf  casnat- 
ties  which  occurretl  on  hoard  the  I'.  S.  S.  Misfflssippi  durinjj  the 
action  with  thi-  Imtterie.s  at  Port  Ihulson  was  as  fnhows: 

Kiflfd. — Ahoiit  '2^,  amoti*;  whom  the  followinjr  nitmes  luive  l>een 
ascertained:  RoIhtI  |L.1  Kelly,  actinj;  master;  William  Caton.  boy; 
John  Asheraft,  boy;  David  Kelly,  marine;  Richard  Kowley,  seaman; 
Thomas  Harris,  onlinary  seaman;  Bart.  Hnrri^jaii.  lircman;  —  Land- 
holtzer,  (irenian;  George  Jackson,  contraband. 

SfVtrrhf  wounded.-  Preil.  Kced,  ordinary  scannin;  Charles  Wlieeler, 
oniinary  seaman;  William  Hawkins,  landsman;  Henry  Day,  (juarter 
gunner. 

SlUjhdtj  trofinded. — J.  K.  Kalhm,  tlnnl  a.ssislant  enjrineer;  Williiun 
Anderson,    coxswain;    L.    IL    Topping,    ordinary    seaman;    James 
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McGrath,  seaman,  and  others  whose  names  arc  not  known,  as  they 
jumped  overboani.  fearinp  to  fall  into  the  hnnds  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  T.  Maccovn. 

Surgeon. 
Captain  Mei-ancton  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy. 


-^■HBtof  Colooel  Cblckeriog,  V.  S.  Army,  rogardin^  the  coUecUoa  of  tli«  larriTora  from 
"^^  tha  U.  8.  8.  MtMlislppt. 

IIeadqitauters  United  Stater  Forces. 

Baton  Houyv,  March  t'},  /<S (5.^— /;?./.■;  p.  m. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  stiilr  tlmt  the  Ihrnnlir.  dispatt^hed  this 
itKiriiiiij;  to  collect  tlie  survivtirs  of  the  M ijisinsippt ,  has  but  u  short 
tinu'  since  returned,  hrinpn;^  40  of  the  crew  of  tiic  latter  vessel,  who 
conHrni  the  report  nreviously  forwarded  to  you.  They  state  that 
two  vessels  of  the  (itet  are  ahcive  Port  Ihulson  and  thV  remainder 
below;  that  llie  Mifisijsftippt  was  slowI\'  futhuvinf^  the  eourse  nf  the 
fleet  wiien  .-^tie  p-iMinded;  that,  on  lUTtninl.  (if  Ikt  preiarioiis  condi- 
tion she  Wius  fuially  fired  and  almixloned.  Thiiiy  nf  the  crew  are 
reported  lost;  'i  lieutrnant.s  wounded,  one  of  whom  had  both  legs 
shot  away.  Captain  Smith.  Kxeeutive  OIKcer  Dewey,  Lieutenant 
Chase,  and  (^iptain  Kiiij;  are  reported  safe  on  hoard  the  Eantx.  If 
further  information  is  received  1  will  coinmunicate  with  you. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfuJly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  CuiCKERINf'., 

Colonel,  Commundin'j  Post. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rkmako  IV  Ikwin, 

Assl.  AdJMUinl-Gcneral,  lieadinmrkm  iJcpL  of  thf  Gxiij. 


B«port  of  Oonner  Cope,  U.  8.  ]f  av;,  rsgarding  ftmmQnlttOD  ex]wndod  on  board  tbe  U.  B.  8. 

MlsiliBlppi. 

March  1G.  isns. 

Sir;  Tlie  f«>llowinj:  is  the  report  of  the  ammunition  expended  at 
the  engagement  at  Port  Hudson  by  the  U.  S.  S.  M  Usijfstppi,  on  the 
evening  of  the  Iltfi  and  lunrning  of  the  loth  of  March,  ISiVA: 

Two   thonsnml    and    forty-^even    [vouiids    powder,    150   Vlll-ineh 
shell.  20  VlH-inch  grape,  4rt  X-iiich  shell,  2t!  rilie  shell  (20-pounder), 
IS  howitzer  shell  and  shrapnel  (heavy),  12  howitxer  shell  and  shrap- 
nel (light),  17(1  Vlll-inch  cartridge  bags,  325  primers.  , 
Respectfullv, 

Wm.  (^opk. 

Gunner. 


Additional  report  of  Captain   Smith,  U.  i.  Navy,  lata  comminding  U.  8.  8.  Kiiitisippl, 
maklog  special  menUon  of  eertnin  oflioert  for  conipicao&a  gallantry. 

LJ.  S.  S.  MONONOAIIELA, 

Near  Port  n^uhoH,  Sfarch  27,  IS63. 
Sir:   In  my  ofFicial  report  of  the  engagement  at  Port  Hudson  c 
the  night  uf  (he  14th  instant,  I  inadvertently  omitted  to  meiitiQilj 
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the  Bssist-anre  rnndrrw!  mn  hy  Knsign  O.  A.  Batchfller,  and  the  con- 
snieiioiis  roohirss  of  Sprpcuht  [P.  R.]  Vaughn,  Boatswain's  Mate 
[r.l  Murphv,  and  jVndrcw  Brinn.  seaman.  Ensign  Batcheller  was 
one  of  Iho  last  officers  to  leave  the  vessel.  He  inspected  the  vcswl 
between  decks,  fore  and  aft,  to  sec  that  no  living;:  soul  was  below, 
and  then  under  my  direction  set  the  ship  on  fire  with  his  own  hands. 
Sergeant  Vaufjlui.  Boatswain's  ^^ate  Murphy,  and  Andrew  Biinn, 
remained  until  all  the  crew  had  been  landed,  inijmrtuniiig  me  to 
assign  tliein  sonic  duty,  and  it  was  not  until  after  I  had  given  tlieiii 
positive  orders  to  save  themselves  as  best  they  coidd  that  they  were 
induced  to  leave  nie. 

When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  we  liad  already  been 
nearly  two  hours  and  a  half  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  wluch  had 
not  almted  in  tlie  least  up  Ui  this  time,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  the  zeal  and  ctmrage  which  was 
displayerl  iu  the  perforniaiu'c  of  this  unusual  and  Irving  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  res])ectfully.  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  Smith. 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  ami  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  (iinEON  Wem-ks, 

Secretary!  of  the  Nai^y. 


\ 


B«port  of  Major  •General  Hnrlbat,  XI.  t.  Ann;,  transmitting  Inrormfttion  ref^ardlng  1k» 
lOM  of  ths  V.  8.  8.  HtiiUlippi. 

Memphis,  Te.nn.,  March  30, 186S. 
Sib:  1  enclose  last  telegram  fixjiii  Uodge.     *     *     ♦ 

S.  A.  lIl'RLBL'T. 

Major-<jcneral  V.  S.  Grant, 

rEiiclosun.] 

Corinth.  March  29,  tS63. 

Ma,ior-(Jenf.ral  Rvrlbut:  Midshipman  [Acting  Mast^-r's  Mate] 
Henry  B.  I'Vuncis,  of  the  sloop  of  war  M UtiftHtppi,  has  arrived  hero 
on  parole.  !!e  says  that  his  ship  ran  agn>uud,  aud  that  they  fought 
her  one  hour  afterwards;  then  alt  hands  made  for  the  shoie.  after 
firing  tfie  .ship.  She  floated  down  hdnw  and  hlew  up.  They  took 
with  him  U»  men  and  the  captain  of  marines.  The  ship  was  not 
struck  unlit  after  she  got  ashore.  .Says  the  current  t.urne<]  their 
.ship;  that  the  hatteries  di<l  not  do  them  any  harm,  aud  they  could 
not  depress  their  guns  enough  to  do  them  much  <lamage.  The  rest 
of  olRcers  and  ninn  are  in  Jaekson.     *     *     ♦ 

G.  M.  DoDOE. 

Major-General  Hcrlbut. 


Xittt«r  cf  eongratolatioD  from  tli«  AiaiiUnt  Sverstary  of  tht  Havy  to  Captain  Bmith,  TI.  B. 

CVtLWj.  late  coKuaandlBg  V.  B.  8.  Xitiisaippl. 
W 
hi 
: 


Navy  Department,  April  2,  1863. 
My  Dear  Captain:  T  wish  I  could  find  ihe  lime,  as  I  ought,  to 
write  a  line  to  nil  our  hrave  fellows  who  illustrate  with  laurels  tho 
history*  of  the  Navy  and  the  country.      I  can  nol,  however,  refrain 
from  writing  a  word  to  the  heroic  commander  of  the  Minmssippi. 
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The  noble  old  ship  has  gone,  but  the  Navy  and  the  country  have 
gained  an  example.  However,  it  was  expected  of  him  who  in  this 
war  has  done  all  things  well.  I  beg  of  you  to  remember  me  most 
kindly  to  Alden,  McKinstry,  Macomb,  and  the  other  captains  who 
behaved  so  well.  We  fee!  no  regiet  here  at  the  attempt,  for  the 
unflinching  qualities  displayed  miike  us  forget  Galveston. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

^  G.V.Fox. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Late  of  the  if.  S.  S.  Mississippi. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  B.  Kavy,  late  oommanding 
V.  S.  8.  Mississippi,  expressing  approval  of  his  coarse. 

Navy  Department,  April  6, 1863. 
Sir:  I  received  your  report  of  the  loth  ultimo  of  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mississippi,  under  your  command,  in  the  attack  upon  the 
batteries  at  Port  lludson. 

The  Department  regrets  the  misfortune  which  attended  your 
efforts,  but  there  is  every  indication  that  you  stot>d  by  her  as  long 
as  prudence  dictated,  and  a(lo[)tcd  all  availabfc  means  for  the  safety 
of  the  oflicers  and  crew,  and  to  iirevcnt  the  vessel  or  its  equipments 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  res[>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretartf  of  the  Naiy. 
Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Late  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi, 

iiatoh  liouffe,  Im. 


Beport  of  Captain  McKinstry,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

New  Orleans,  April  lo,  1863. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  injurioK  received  on  the  loth  idtimo,  I 
have  been  nrevcntcd  Inun  reporting  the  part  taken  by  tiie  U.  S.  S. 
Monou'jahcia  on  the  l-Itii  March,  such  us  fell  under  my  innnediatc 
observati()n. 

By  signal  from  llie  llagsiiij)  of  the  scpuidron,  got  imderway  at  il  p.  m. 
and  stood  uj)  the  river. 

On  oiu"  way  we  were  fuvd  upon  from  tlu^  west  bank,  principally 
nuisketry.  which  was  apparently  silenced  by  the  Kinco,  wliich  was 
in  tow. 

At  10:30  p.  m.  tiie  firing  became  general  between  tlie  ships  and  the 
batteries  of  Port  lludson. 

The  firing  of  the  Ilarfjonl  and  IHchminul,  preceding  us,  with  that 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  had  so  filled  the  atmosphere  witii  smoke  as  to 
prevent  distinguishing  ol>jeets  near  l>y. 

At  11:30  ]).  ni.  the  Moninif/uhr/a  grounded  au  the  west  shore  of  tlic 
river,  near  the  turning  ]H)int,  and  was  cxi)os4'd  to  a  severe  fire  for 
some  thirty  minutes. 

I*revious  to  grounding  it  was  reported  that  the  Kiin'o'.$  rudder  had 
been  rendered  useless  l>y  a  sjiot.  Wiu'u  the  MttiiontjahiUi  gntunded 
the  Kineo  parted  her  fasts;  u  hawser  was  secured  to  her  again. 


I 


Soon  after  midnight  the  hritlge  was  shot  from  under  me,  by  which 
I  was  precipitated  to  the  deck  and  seriously  bruised,  and  nave  mnco 
been  confmod  to  my  room. 

The  subsequent  events  on  hoard  the  M onoTigahfla  and  the  easual- 
ties  have  been  reported  by  the  executive  olticer,  Lieulonunt  Thomas, 
upon  whom  devolved  the  command.  His  coolr  determined  bearing, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  oflicers  and  crew  in  general,  desen'es  com- 
mendation. 

Our  Failure  to  pass  Port  Hudson,  after  having  so  nearly  accom- 
plished your  order,  must  be  imputed  to  the  ineOicieney  of  the  engines. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.7.  P.  MtKlNSTRY, 

CayUxiUt  V .  S.  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comdg,  WeM  Divinian  Gulf  Sguadrojt,  Flagship  Hartford. 


D«Uiled  report  of  Lioatenuit  Thomaa,  TT.  B.   Nftvy,   exeeative  officer  of  the  U.  8.   8. 

Hoaoogahflla. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONQAHELA, 

k  Bdmc  Port  //wrf^on,  March  lo.  186S. 

W  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  last  night  and  tliiu  morning  with 
the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson: 

At  about  10:M0  p.  m.  we  became  engaged  witli  the  lowest  battery, 
the  Kinco  (secured  on  our  port  side)  firing  soon  after  at  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river.  We  proceeded  but  slowly  u])  the  river,  following 
the  Uichmonii,  and  lii'ing  with  ."^second  shelJ  and  5-second  12  and  24 
pounder  alu'apne!  whenever  our  guns  could  be  brought  to  heoi-.  At 
about  n  :. '10 came  opposite  the  enemy's  principal  battery.  Our  pilot 
was  on  the  starboard  side  of  this  vessel,  and  the  Kinco's  pilot  on  our 
port  side,  to  guide  us  clear  of  Thompson's  [Thomas]  Point;  but  not- 
withstanding this  precaution,  the  vessel  grounded  nist  below  the 
point,  and  the  wheel  became  immovable.  The  A'ineo  oeing  of  lighter 
draft  broke  adrift  and  went  a  short  distance  ahead  and  giounded, 
carrying  away  our  port  fore  brace,  port  fore-topmast,  and  toi>galhint 
mast  backstays,  the  hanimock  iteltmgs  on  the  port  side  forward,  and 
tearing  the  port  sheet  anchor  from  its  place.  At  this  time  the  siiots 
from  tile  enemy  were  taking  great  eifect  on  our  decks,  disabling  two 
bi-oadside  32-poTinders  and  temporaiily  disabling  No.  2  Xl-inch 
pivot.     At  the  same  time  you  were  struck  from  the  bridge,  the  same 

•  shot  killing  U  men  on  the  port  side,  abaft  the  bridge.  The  Kinto 
having  backed  astern,  we  made  fast  to  her  with  a  single  hawser  and 
backed  our  engines.  The  Kineo  turned  down  the  river,  out«ide  of 
tis.  and  succoedi^d  in  swinging  us  off.  after  we  had  been  aground  under 
a  heavy  fire  twenty-live  minutes.  Our  helm  now  being  under  com- 
mand, we  cast  oil  the  Kinto  and  started,  in  accordance  with  your 
order  communicated  from  below,  up  the  river,  firing  at  the  batteries 
abeam  with  5-8econd  shell  ami  sluapnei.  We  were  nearly  by  the 
ft  principal  battery  when  the  crank  pm  of  the  forward  engine  was 
"  reported  heated,  and  the  engine  stoppe<i,  the  chief  engineer  report- 
ing that  he  was  unable  to  go  ahead.  The  vessel  became  unmanage- 
able and  drifted  down,  passing  the  batteries  again  at  a  distance  of 
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30  vanis.  When  otir  engines  stoppt^tl  tlw  MissUsippi  was.  aground 
ancf  on  fire  on  our  starlioani  bow.  WinMi  drifliug  down,  tbe  enomy 
opened  on  ur  with  grapo  and  his  slmrpshooters  witli  nuisketrv-  On 
returning  from  reporting;  this  ('(mdilion  of  tilings  to  yon,  I  found 
both  pilots  conning  the  vessel,  head  downstream,  and  the  enemies' 
shot  passing  over  us.  We  ceased  firing  when  we  cominenced  to  drop 
downstream,  and  after  walling  uul  of  range  of  the  batteries  for  tlie 
Mississ^ippi  to  drift,  past,  came  to  with  starboard  anchor  in  6i  fathoms 
of  wat^r,  abreast  of  I'rofit  Island. 

While  aground,  Acting  Ensign  Robert  Bnrstow,  commanding  tho 
third  and  master's  divisions,  was  woimde<l  and  carried  below.  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Henry  B.  Rome,  o(  the  same  division,  was  at  the  same 
time  knocked  ovrrboanj  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  while  pa.ssing  a 
hawser  to  the  Ki-nfo.  lie  has  since  come  on  board  unhurt,  having 
swum  on  shore  and  been  taken  on  board  that  vessel. 

I  must,  sir,  speak  of  all  the  officers  stationed  at  the  guns  in  the 
highest  term  of  praise,  and  for  cantains  of  guns  and  quart ermastorn 
of  this  ship,  il  would  be  impossible  to  make  better  selections  than 
we  now  have.  The  vessel  is  damaged  mostly  in  the  rigging,  spars, 
and  upper  works.  Tlie  enemy  s  grape  swept  everythmg  on  deck 
before  it.  Helow  the  spar  deck  four  snots  entered  on  the  port  side; 
two  near  the  water  line,  one,  a  X-incb  solid  shot,  demolisned  three 
staterooms  in  the  wardroom,  and  the  other,  evidently  an  HO-pounder, 
rifle,  entered  the  port  steerage  and  thence  to  the  engine  room  (see 
chief  engineer's  report,  enclosed).  On  the  berth  deck  forward  of 
tlie  engines,  one  shot  entrcred  on  the  staHxtarH  side  near  the  cutwater; 
one  rine  shot  struck  the  starboard  bow  hawse  pipe,  demolished  it, 
and  cut  the  chain  in  two.  The  mainstay  is  carried  away  at  the  mast- 
head; the  mizzenmast  and  mizxen  topmast  are  badly  crippled;  the 
main  topmast  and  main  gafT  slightly  injured.  The  main  crosa-trees 
arc  shot  away,  and  the  second  launch,  second  cutter,  and  barge  are 
unfit  for  use. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  outside  of  the  vessel,  at  least  eight 
shots,  of  ililTerent  sizes,  must  have  gone  completely  lhrt»ugh  us. 
Enclosed  is  the  .surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounde<l  and  the  report 
of  the  chief  engineer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully.  }'our  obedient  servant, 

X.\THAMEL  W.  Thomas, 
Lieuienant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  J,  P.  McKjnstry,  U.  S.  Naw, 

Commanding  U.  ^.  S.  Monongakela. 


Be^rt  of  BargeoD  Kindleberger,  V.  B.  K^jj,  regardiog  oatoatUei  on  board  tbe  V.  I.  ■. 

XoDongahslA. 

U.  S.  S.  MoNnNOAHEl.A, 

Near  Port  Eudmn,  La.,  Afarrh  to,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  an  account  of  the  casualties  on  boar<l  this 
ship  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson 
last  night: 

Killid- — Daniel  McDade,  landsman;  Oscar  Eldridge.  carpenter's 
mate;  Henry  Rogers,  coxswain:  John  Adams,  ordmary  seaman; 
James  LyBch,  private,  marine;  Henry  Williams,  landsman.'    Total,  6. 
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Wounded. — J.  P.  Mt'Kiustrv,  eaptAui,  contuiiiuiis,  severely;  Rob- 
ert Barstow,  artin^  ensijcn.  fi'ft  arni  and  knop,  s]ilintoi"s,  slightly; 
Edward  Ltibman,  spaiiiaii,  Icfl  Ic*!:  shattoi"od,  iinijxitatod.  doing  well; 
Charlos  (Iravpson,  orriinarv  soaman.  right  arm  and  lower  jaw  frac- 
tured, doiiit;  wpII:  IVter  ^eill.  lioanmu,  contusion  uf  rignt  hand, 
slighlly;  William  Holmaii.  coxswain,  cuntiisiou  of  right  breast, 
slightly;  Henry  Stuait,  ordinary  seaman,  splinU'r  wounds,  slightly; 
Henry  WaHore,  seaman,  splinter  wounds,  sli^jhlly:  Oavid  Andrews, 
ordinary'  seaman,  left  shoulder,  sjichtly;  Franklin  Myers,  landsman, 
left  thiph,  shell,  slightly;  Charle.s  Justice,  coal  heaver,  loft  oar,  spUn- 
ter.  .slightly;  Th<»nta«  .tones,  coal  heaver,  scalp,  splinter.  sli»;htly; 
Francis  Marr,  corporal,  marine,  sculp,  splinter,  slightly;  Mirhael 
Doyle,  ordinary  seatnan.  contusions,  splinter,  slightly;  Richard  Wil- 
liams, ordinary  seiirtian,  rontnsions,  spbnter,  slightly;  Samuel  Walker, 
iircman,  contusions,  splinter,  severelv:  John  Smith,  ordinary  seaman, 
calf  of  right  leg,  shell,  slightly:  Ecfward  Keevin,  seaman,  left  arm, 
splinter,  slightly;  Constanline  Dimond,  landsman,  contusions,  splin- 
ter, slightly;  George  B.  Downie.  seaman,  sprain  of  left  wrist,  slightly; 
Jlenry  Eafle,  seaman,  contusions,  splinters,  slightly.  Total,  ^1. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DaVII*   KjNI'LEBERGER, 

Surgeon,  U .  8.  Navy. 
Capt&in  J.  P.  MoKiNaTRT, 

Comtiutnding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahehi. 


B«{i«rt  of  Chief  EnflnMr  KaU,  V.  B.  Savy.  regarding  iigiiries  BQBtalDed  by  englnei  ftnd 
nuehiuery  of  the  U.  B.  8.  Monoogehela. 

U.  S.  S.  MoxoNGAiiELA,  March  Jo,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  the  engines  were  back- 
ing during  the  engagement  of  this  morning  the  crank  pin  of  the  for- 
ward enguie  became  lieated.     I  was  obliged  to  stop  the  engines  to 
alack  off  ihe  brasses,  having  found  it  impossilile  to  kecjJ  the  pin  cool 

thy  application  of  water,     I  have  since  examined  the  pin  and  brasses 
and  find  the  brasses  cut  and  the  pin  quite  roii^h. 
I  consider  it  necessaiy  that  the  brasses  and  pm  should  be  smoothed 
before  the  engines  can  be  considered  In  an  eificiont  condition.     Six 
hours  will  be  required  to  perform  the  work. 

The  only  injury  done  to  the  machinery  during  the  action  was  hy  a 
shot  striking  the  reversing  arm  on  the  after  engine,  battering  up  the 
end,  and  several  holes  in  the  smoke  pipe  and  ventilators. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant. 

CiEOROE    F.  KUTZ, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstrt,  I'.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  V .  8.  8.  Monongahela. 
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Boport  of  a  board  of  •urvey  oa  tb*  V.  8.  8.  HoDODgalLeU. 

U.  S.  Steam  Si/wtp  Pensacola, 
Ojf  Netv  OrUan^,  March  30,  1863. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  we  hnve  heltJ  a  strict 
and  careful  survev  upon  the  machinery,  hull,  ritcj^ng,  snars,  and  ^in 
carria^eji  of  tho  0.  b.  S.  Monoiigahda,  and  respectfully  submit  tho 
following: 

Mttehinfnj. 

The  crank  pin  to  forward  engine  is  very  defective,  having  a  crack 
extending  its  entin>  length,  and  evi<ient!y  extends  some  distance  into 
the  IkkIv  of  tlie  pin.  In  the  uftcr  end  4>f  this  crack  a  piece  of  iron 
alxmt  tmchcHlonjr.  3  inch  wide, and  I  inchdccp,i)riginallvin9erte<l.has 
worked  out,  and  tlic  piu  grncrally  appears  seriously  defective.  In 
view  of  the  unreliable  nature  of  any  repairs  that  might  be  attempU'd, 
and  the  service  in  which  the  ship  is  engaged,  we  hereby  recommend 
that  a  new  shaft  be  made  immemately,  and  until  that  is  done  wo  can 
not  consider  her  reliable  for  any  emergency. 

Both  sets  of  crank-pin  l)rasses  are  cracked  and  more  or  U»ss  defect^ 
ivc,  having  fnmi  eight  to  sixteen  pieces  of  metal  inserted  within  tho 
wearing  surfaces. 

One  set  has  been  renderc<I  useh'ss  by  lieating.  Two  new  sets  of 
brasses  we  consider  necessary.  The  smoke  i)i]>e  and  ventilators  are 
perforated  in  many  pla<es,  and  the  sp<jkes  to  reversing  wlieel  require 
renewal,  they  having  jjiven  way  un  account  of  being  too  tight. 

A  week  will  be  required  to  repair  these  damages  to  the  machinery- 
department.     Cost,  about  $200. 

HvR  and  sjiar*. 

On  starboard  .side  of  vessel  eight  shots  have  penetmted,  cutting  off 
seven  planks  and  one  waist-boat  davit. 

A  shot  through  the  stem,  cutting  off  two  planks  and  destroying 
roundhouse. 

On  port  side  nine  shot^  have  penetrated,  cutting  off  eleven  planks, 
the  nu2zen  and  mainlopmast  backstay  chain  plates,  and  main  rail. 

The  hammock  rails  and  nettings  arc  damaged  in  six  places. 

The  spirketing  is  injured  in  sixteen  places.  One  shot  passed 
through  the  waterway  and  eight  strakes  of  deck  planks. 

A  shctt  thiough  the  wardroom,  destroying  a  lotiging  knee,  three 
doors,  and  a  portion  of  the  bulkhead.  A  shot  thmugh  the  steerage, 
destroying  mess  table,  waslislaud,  a  portion  of  the  engineers'  mess 
room,  and  eugine-rotjm  bulkheads. 

Four  laddci's  and  one  horse  block  damaged. 

One  iron  anchor  stock  (sheet)  broken. 

Four  boats  damaged. 

Engine  and  ward  room  hatch  combings  damaged. 

The  starboard  bower  hawse  pipe  destroyed. 

The  niizxenmast  struck  three  times  and  unfit  for  sea  service. 

The  mainmast  sUghtly  injured  in  wake  uf  futtock  shrouds. 

The  main  crosstrees  damaged  and  unfit  for  service. 

Main  trj-sail  gaff  unfit  for  sea  service. 

The  mizzen  topmast  badly  shattered  at  the  heel. 

Estimated  expense  of  above  repairs,  $1,500. 

Time  to  make  same,  about  three  weeks. 
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Port  foro-to))nifist  and  top^llant  backstays  cut. 

Ah  tlie  starluiitrd  riiain  rigging  cut  in  the  eyes. 

Starhoan]  mainmast  pendant  cuv. 

Port  main  topmnst  backstays  cut. 

Two  shrouds  of  uort  main  n^png  t'Ut. 

Throe  shrouds  ut  port  main  topmast  rigging  cut. 

The  rigging  can  Ijc  repaired  on  hoard. 

^n  carriagrn. 

One  32-pounder  carriage  shot  througli  both  brackets;  is  entirely 
destroyed  and  can  not  ho  repaired. 


soin 


One  :i2-t)()UM(li']-  carriage  shot  through  right  bracket  and  fmnt  tran- 
m;  can  bo  r('i>aircd  liy  making  a  new  bracket  and  transom. 


I 


Vcrj-  respectfully,  youi*  obedient  servants. 

Geo.  Dkwet, 

Lieutenant. 

S.  D.    IIlHBKHT, 

Chief  Engineer,  V.  S.  Navy. 
Wm.  II.  Rutherford, 
Chief  Engineer,  late  of  U,  S.  S.  Mijurismpjn. 
Adiii.w  C.  Starrbtt, 

Aetiiuj  Master, 
D.  A.  Roe, 

Gunner. 
John  Qreen, 

Carpenter. 
Joseph  R.  Cox, 

Carpenter. 
HE!inr  W.  Morris, 

Commodore  and  Senwr  Officer. 


Lotter  ftom  tho  B«cretaT7  of  the  Rftry  to  Capuin  McKinBtnr,  Ti.  B.  VftTy,  eoumandiiig 
U.  8.  8.  Xooo<ii){iihela,  sxpreuing  approval  of  hU  ooarie. 

Navy  Oepartmknt.  .'I;>r?7 /?,  ififiS. 

Sra:  I  have  i*eoeive<I  the  several  reports  tVuin  the  rumumnding  ofTi- 
cers  detailing  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  attack  on  the 
Port  Ihnlsun  biiUerie.s.  About  the  same  time  I  also  received  Hear- 
Admiral  Farrago tV  report  of  his  movements. 

The  Department  Ims  addressed  a  communication  to  Kear-Admiral 
Farragtit,  congratulating  Mm  upon  the  successful  passage  of  the  bat- 
teries, and  briedv  mentioning  Iht*  causes  which  i)revented  the  remain- 
ing ships  from  following  liini.  Wliih'  the  Department  extended  to 
liim  its  congratulation.s  for  bis  gallant  ptywage  of  tlir  enemy's  works, 
it  expressed  il-s  entire  satisfaction  with  tin-  conduct  of  those  who  were 
not  so  successful  as  he  was.  It  saw  no  rca-son  to  complain  of  them. 
They  appear  to  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  secure  success  and  to 
canv  out  the  admiral's  instructions.  Their  failure,  from  an  i-xam- 
ination  of  their  several  reports,  seems  t«  be  attxibutable  to  the  difU- 
culties  ol  navigating  the  rapid  current  of  the  Mississippi  and  to  other 
causes  bevond  their  control. 
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Be  pleased  to  make  known  to  the  ofSeers  nnd  men  of  the  several 
vessels  below   Port    Hudson   that   Wflrc!  enj^jagt'd   in   the  attack   the 
Department's  admiration  of  their  gallantry  on  the  oceasion. 
I  am,  respeetfulty,  your  ob^iout  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretarif  of  thu  Navy. 
Captain  J.  P.  Mc.'Kinstrt, 

Conimanding  U.  8.  S.  Mmiongahtla,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


B«port  of  Acting  TolonMer  Lientontat  Johuom,  U.  S.  Navy,  commuiditig  U.  8.  8.  Baeheiu 

XT.  S.  S.  Sachem, 
Rihtr  Port  fludmn,  March  i^,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  he^  leave  to  make  you  the  following  report: 

At  about  !t  p.  in.  of  the  Hlh  iho  lla^tiin  7/arffon!  signalized  for  the 
fleet  to  fret  nnderwiiy  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  tlio  batteries  at 
Port  Hudson.  At  1 1  p.  m.  the  \vh<il('  ll('<'t  in  regular  order  was  Hear- 
ing the  balti'ries,  when  the  admiral's  sliip  o])ened  her  lire  on  the  bat- 
tt^ries.  Siiniiltaneouslv  the  nioi'ttir  vessels  opened  their  fii-e  also^ 
whi'n  a  gem-ral  and  liot  cn^agenunit  ensued  on  both  sides.  The 
Suchfin  ran  up  and  took  jjosition  t'lose  by  the  Essex,  froiti  whence  she 
opetu'd  lire  with  a  20-i)ouiider  Parrott  and  two  32-pounders  on  the 
starboard  side. 

At  about  I  a.  m.  a  vessel  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river. 
The  iSavhm  was  ordered  by  the  Essex  to  meet  her  and  learn  what  was 
the  matter.  It  proved  to  be  the  sloop  IHchmond,  the  Genesee  having 
her  in  tow,  sho  l>eing  disabled  by  a  shot  carrying  awav  the  steam  pipe. 
She  an<'hored  about  4  uiiJes  1k*Iow  the  batteries.  f)n  my  return  to 
report,  I  met  a  boat  commg  down,  slating  that  the  Miatt't^sippi  was  on 
shore  and  wanted  assistance.  I  wa«  then  standing  toward  her,  when 
a  boat  came  alongside  containing  Captain  Smitli  and  Lieutenant 
Dewey  and  one  olner  officer  from  the  Mississippi,  stating  that  all 
hands  had  landed  or  left  the  ship  f(»r  the  shore,  and  that  the  Essex 
had  gone  over  to  the  port  wide  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  picking 
up  the  crew.  When  f'aptuin  .Smith  learned  that  the  IHchmomi  was 
below,  he  desired  to  he  taken  on  board  of  lier.  We  having  set  him  on 
board  of  her,  and  were  prtK-eoding  up  river  again,  when  the  Sachem 
wa.s  struck  by  a  raft,  it  hreiikiiig  in  two  aiKl  fouling  her  propeller, 
and  being  then  just  aliead  of  the  Richmond,  I  was  C4tnipeile([  Ui  let  go 
niv  anchor  to  prevent  a  ciillision  with  her.  .TusI  at  this  tinu*  the 
Afisftissippi  came  drifting  down  toward  the  Sachem,  all  on  fire,  and  1 
was  compelled  to  slip  my  cable  to  keep  tiut  of  her  way.  The  Sachem 
was  kept  employed  the  remaining  part  of  the  time  till  4  o'clock,  in 
picking  up  the  si  ray  men  from  (be  M  i.sKtssipui. 

It  wiva  now  found  thai  only  the  adiniraf's  ship  and  the  AJhntross 
luid  succeeded  in  passing  the  batteries.  The  Sachein  received  no 
damage  exc<'pting  a  fracture  in  the  20-pounder  Parrott,  extending 
from  the  muzzle  fctr  the  length  of  10  im-licK,  after  firing  2\  charges. 
n»nderingit  now  unsafe  lor  further  use. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amou  Johnson, 
Actim/  Vofvntfrr  Lievievari,  Commanding. 

Captain  James  Aluen, 

Contmatuding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Richmond. 
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B«port  of  Lisaunaut-Coaunander  Wftttan,  (T.  S.  W^yy,  commuidinff  D.  8.  S.  Kinao. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kineo, 
Belo^n  Pftrt  Hudson,  March  IS,  t8ft3. 

Sir;  I  have  thp  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  this 
ressel  played  in  the  action  of  last  night: 

As  we  advanced  steadily  up  the  river  in  the  position  assigned  bv 
the  general  sailing  order,  secured  to  the  port  aide  of  the  U.  S.  b. 
Momtngnheia,  for  iho  purpose  of  mutual  support,  we  were  iinahle  to 
join  in  the  action  until  lOMi)  p.  m.  When  atMcasI  the  lowest  hattery, 
with  which  our  consort  was  engaged,  we  received  tiro  of  nuisketry 
from  the  opposite  bank,  whichwasreplied  to  immediately  with  2-seeond 
shrtt]>nel  and  jjrape.  silencing  them  quickly.  In  this  manner  we  con- 
tinued steadirv  on,  our  consort  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  batteries,  whose  lire  we  wor«;  nn-eiving,  and  we,  watching  for 
a  renewal  of  the  musketry  from  tlie  west  bank.  An  hour  later,  when 
under  the  principal  batteries,  and  getting  along  very  well,  although 
the  atmosphere  was  greatly  obscured  hy  the  smoke  of  our  guns  and  it 
was  dilliiult  to  see,  we  had  kept  the  channel  and  had  reached  the 
bend  in  the  river,  our  fore  gaflf  was  slutt  away,  and  a  few  .seconds  alter- 
wards  a  slu»t  lodged  in  our  nuhierpost,  s[)litting  it,  atid  rendering  the 
rudder  useless;  endeavored  to  work  it  with  relieving  tackles  and 
rudder  chains,  but  found  it  could  not  be  moved  to  the  right  or  left. 
Sent  a  man  over  the  stem  in  a  bow  line  to  examine  the  damage,  and 
found  the  shot  Grnilv  iuibodded  between  the  mdderpost  and  the  stern- 
post,  thereby  wedging  it  completely,  and  rendering  it  unserviceable. 

At  this  time  we  were  receiving  the  heaviest  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, who  generally  tired  over,  and  our  consort  being  damaged  also 
in  the  rudder,  was  unable  to  keep  the  channel,  and  the  two  vessels 
were  <lriven  ashore  hy  the  current,  which  was  verv  strong,  and 
thrown  on  Thompson's  [Thomas]  Point,  going  full  apeea. 

The  M onongahtia ,  being  tieeper  draft,  groundetl  first,  and  stopped 
with  a  great  shock;  stopped  the  engines  and  reveraed  cjulckly,  out 
our  momentum  was  so  great,  the  fasts  between  the  two  vessels  were 
alt  torn  away,  except  one  hawser.  Our  fore  channels  and  rigging 
were  swept  off,  our  uower  anchor  thrown  in  on  deck,  the  hammock 
netting  torn  awav.  and  several  stanchions.  We  drove  about  a  ship's 
length  ahead  and  grnunded  within  10  feet  of  the  liank.  The  engines 
being  reverw'd.  we  siici-eedcd  in  gelling  olF;  backeil  down  to  the 
M onongdhfki  to  render  a.s.sislan<'e  wliich  was  iLsked  for,  she  being  still 
hard  agrouml  and  receiving  a  terrific  fire:  astern  of  her,  the  M'ufsissippi 
was  also  ashore. 

U  is  proper  to  state  at  this  time  that  our  pilot  was  on  board  the 
Monongaltela,  where  iie  had  been  assisting  the  other  pilot,  by  order  of 
Captain  McKinslry.  of  the  ^f^ml^u^Jtlhf■f^^,  and  here  we  were  separated 
without  a  pilot,  and  the  ship  disabled  seriously.     Had  great  difficulty 

Lin  working  the  ship  in  the  current,  so  as  to  get  near  the  Monorufuhfla, 
whicli  we  could  only  do  by  alternating  the  motions  of  (lie  engines, 
but  could  not  get  near  enough  to  receive  her  hawsei-s,  in  consequence 
of  the  current  cutting  us  o(T;  then  resolved  to  go  ahead  and  try  to 
spring  her  off  with  the  hawser  we  liad,  in  which  we  were  successful, 
and  her  bow  swung  oil"  into  deep  water.  Seeing  which,  and  being 
unable  to  render  further  assistance,  cast  off  and  dropped  this  ship  bv 
the  current  past  the  batteries,  under  a  severe  fire,  most  of  wnicu 
k 1 
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passed  over  us,  which  was  very  remarkable,  because  the  burning  ship 
Afissisaippi  enabled  the  enemy  Ur  tiet*  us  plainlv-  L'nder  these  oir- 
(^un)stan(!e8,  the  lirst  thought  was  to  save  the  ship,  and  knowing  we 
could  do  them  httle  daniaee  with  our  light  l)att(*iy,  suspendetl  fire 
and  dropped  down  out  of  tneir  range.  As  we  drew  near  the  mortar 
ileet,  itur  enpnes  also  bf raine  disabled,  but  we  soon  obtainctl  a  favora- 
ble  position  for  ajichurinj^  and  canu'  lo  near  the  head  of  Profit  Islatid 
at  '\:'A0  a.  >n.  8oon  after  anchoring,  heard  a  call  for  aid,  and  sent  a 
boat,  which  j)ioke<I  up  an  officer  and  IS  men  belonging  to  the  Mix- 
ftis»ippi. 

In  concbision,  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  steady  bear- 
ing and  gallant  conduct  of  the  olhcers  and  men  of  this  vessel,  every 
one  of  whom  hehii\Td  well,  and  1  pHrticularlv  mention  my  executive, 
ofTieer,    Lieutenant  Frederick    Rodgcrs.   amf  Acting   Master   Oliver' 
Colburn,  to  whoso  able  and  gallant  services  I  am  greatly  indebted]  in 
saving  the  vessel  after  she  was  cripnled. 

There  are  no  casualties,  1  am  nappy  to  state.     The  damages  of 
vessel  as  follows: 

Fore  gaff  cut  in  two. 

Starboar<l  hammock  netting  carried  away  forward. 

Rudder  stock  badly  split  and  crippled  by  3*J-poundershot. 

Four  awning  stnncnions  carried  away. 

Starboard  cathead  carried  away. 

Starb{>ard  fore  channels  carried  away,  and  chain  plates  dftinage>il. 

Propeller  fouled  by  hawser. 

Counter  sliiirhtly  thinia^ed. 

Shot  hole  through  side  and  into  coal  bunker. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

John  Watters, 
Lieutenant'OomTnajtder,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U .  S.  S.  Monongahela,  Senior  Officer. 


Beport  of  Commftndor  CtldwaU,  U.  B.  Kavy,  eommftadlng  V.  8,  S.  £«iex  uid  mortar  flotiU». 

U.  S,  Ikonclap  Essex, 
liflmn  Port  Jludsfm,  Afijut'tJigippi  River,  March  15,  IS63. 

Sin:  T  have  respe4tfnlly  tx>  report  that  as  the  flagship  Ihtrtjord 
passed  this  vessel  we  got  underway  and,  leaving  the  mortar  vessels, 
proceeded  up  the  river  some  distance  and  t(M»k  up  a  position  toenliladc 
the  lower  batteries. 

At  II  the  enemy  fired  the  first  gim  on  the  llnrtfnrd,  and  this  l>eing 
thft  signal  (agi-wably  to  the  orders  of  the  admiral)  for  tlie  mortar  ves- 
sels to  commence,  1  made  the  signal  for  them  to  open  fire,  and  it  was 
continxied  by  them  and  this  vessel  without  intermtssion  till  1 :30;  the 
vessels  throwing  a  total  of  296  shells,  indudiitg  f»0  from  this  vessel. 
The  effect  of  the  fire  of  tlie  mortar  vessels  seemed  to  paralyze  the 
efTorts  of  the  enemy  at  the  lower  batteries,  and  we  observed  that  their 
firc^  was  ijuile  feeble  con\pared  to  that  of  the  upper  batteries. 

About  I  o'clock  a  boat  from  the  J/i.«*i.t»//i/>)  cunie  alongside  with 
wounded  men.  and  reported  their  vessel  ashore,  and  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  men  were  on  the  opposite  bank.     We  crossed  the  river 
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iinm^iately  and  took  a  number  on  board.  The  Mississippi  had 
been  observed  on  fire  for  some  time.  She  was  now  coming  down 
(juiUi  ftirit,  in  flames,  and  close  In  to  the  west  hank.  I  was  obliged  to 
recross  the  river  to  pet  out  of  her  way,  fearing  an  exjdosion  from  her 
magazine  at  any  moment.  As  she  passed  the  mortar  boats  the  guns 
of  her  port  battery  were  discharged,  owing  to  the  heal,  throwing  the 
shells  over  the  vessels,  but  fortunately  doing  no  daniage.  After  sho 
passed  down  we  crossed  the  river  again  and  took  on  board  all  the 
remainder  of  the  crew  that  were  there,  making  in  all  received  on 
boarti,  al>out  00  olHrers  and  men. 

Very  rcspcctfidly.  yom*  obedient  servant, 

C  JI.  B.  Caldwell, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Oontdff,  MoriarFhtiUn,  Mijisijtsippi  Hiwr, 

Commander  Jas.  Aluen.  U.  S.  Navy, 

Contmanding  U .  S.  Ntivaf  Forces  beloiv  Port  Hudson, 

Mississippi  River. 


Lattar  from  tha  Secretary  of  tlie  Nary  to  Bear-Admiral  Farraf  at,   V.  B.  Navy,  re^ardisf 
the  opemtioiu  of  the  fleet  belov  the  batteriei. 

Navy  Dkpaktment,  ApriJ  2,  186S. 

Sir:  The  I>epartment  has  received  your  reijort,  dated  the  16th 
instant  [ultimo],  of  vour  gallant  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries 
with  the  llagship  Ilarijonl  and  the  Aihatross,  and  lias  also  received 
the  detailed  reports  fmiu  (he  commanding  ollicers  of  the  remaining 
vesiwls  which  were  not  so  forlunate  us  to  j) ass  the  batteries. 

As  you  may  not  have  received  official  information  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  failure  of  the  vessels  to  get  by  the  batterieSf 
I  will  mention  them  brieily. 

The  liichmond,  the  second  ship  of  tlie  line,  was  well  nj)  witli  the 
fliip*iiip  and  engaging  tiie  last  battery  when  a  shot  stnick  her  steam 
pipe  in  the  vicinity  of  the  safety  valves,  upsetting  them  both  and 
letting  off  the  steam.  The  turning  point  wa.s  piined.  but  it  was 
.soon  found,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  Genesee  lashed  alongside,  that 
the  Richmond  could  make  no  headway  against  the  strong  current. 
She  was  at  the  (ime  sulTeriiig  riiucb  from  a  galling  cross  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  ami  was  comjielled,  though  reluctantly,  to  turn 
back. 

The  MuiiojKjohtin,  following  the  Richmond,  got  op|h>site  the  prin- 
cipal rebel  battery,  and  was  endeavoring  to  pass  clear  of  Thompson's 
Point,  but  unfortunately  grounded.  While  in  ibis  position  the 
enemy's  shot  were  taking  effect,  disabhng  two  broadside  32s  and 
temporarily  disabling  No.  2  Xl-inch  pivot.  At  the  same  time  Cap- 
tain McKinstrv  was  struck  from  the  bridge,  receiving  severe  con- 
tu.sions.  She  ronmincti  aground,  under  a  heavy  fire,  for  twenty- 
five  minulcH,  swung  off  by  the  assistance  of  tlie  Klnfo,  and  started 
up  the  river.  She  was  nearly  by  tlie  principal  battery  when  the 
crank  pin  of  the  forward  engine  bwTame  neated,  the  engine  stopped, 
and  the  engineer  re}>iirte<!  the  ves.s<'l  unable  ti>  go  ahead.  She  became 
unmanageable  and  drifted  past  the  batteries. 

LThe  next  vessel,  the  Mississippi,  had  reached  the  last  and  most 
fornndable  batteries,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  she 
bad   gained    the    linn,    when    she   gromuJed    and   heeled  over  thi*ee 
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streaks  to  port.  Every  effort  appears  to  have  been  made  to  get  her 
aHiml,  an<I  the  pilot  finiillv  dfH-iilcNl  it  was  iinpossihle  tu  do  so.  The 
port  battery  was  then  spiked,  and  with  the  pivot.  j;un  or(h're<i  to  he 
thrown  overboard.  This  latter  objeel  was  not  aeooniphshe*!.  how- 
ever. i»efore  it  was  deemed  judicious  and  humane  to  abandon  the 
vessel,  the  enemy  having  obtained  her  range  and  were  throwing  into 
her  a  galling  anJ  ert>ss  fire  of  three  batteries.  The  guns  were  worked 
to  the  last  moment,  preparations  wei-e  mH<le  to  destroy  the  vessel, 
and  the  crew  were  landed  us  safely  as  possible.  At  3  o'clock  the 
Miii»is9ippi  was  obsened  adrift,  and  at  5:30  she  blew  up  with  nn 
awful  concusaion. 

The  easurtllies  were  as  follows:  Misgwsipjri ,  64  killed  and  missing, 
about  '25  of  whom  it  is  thought  were  killed:  Lieutenant-Comniander 
CunimingK  had  his  left  leg  carried  away  by  a  cannon  shot.  Munon- 
gahda,  ti  Killed  and  21  wounded.     IHfhmonti,  3  killed  and  !2  wimnded. 

Tlie  Oepartmenl  congiatulate^j  you  and  the  oiiicers  and  men  of 
the  Uartjord  upon  the  gallant  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries, 
also  of  the  battery  at  Grand  Gulf.  Although  the  remainder  of  your 
ileet  were  not  successful  in  followiug  their  lea<lcr,  the  Department 
can  find  no  fault  with  them.  All  appear  t<i  have  behaved  gallantly, 
and  to  have  done  everything  in  their  power  to  secure  success.  Their 
failure  can  only  be  charged  to  the  diflicullies  in  the  navigation  of 
the  rapid  current  of  the  Mississippi  and  matters  over  which  they 
had  no  control. 

Captain    McKinstry,    senior   oHicer    below    Port    Hudson,    being 
unable  to  communicate  with  the  Department,  owing  to  injuries  sua- 
tainwl.  at  his  request,  Captain  Smith  made  known  to  it  the  prin- 
cipal facts  connecte<l  with  the  attack  on  the  batteries  at  that  place. 
I  am,  resj)ectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Weixes, 

Secretary  of  mr  Nary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  0.  Farraout, 

Cvnui<f.  West  Gulf  Blockd^.  Squadron, 

Off  WarmntifU,  near  Vickahurg^  Miss. 


Qfliisral  onl«r  from  B«ar-AliBirtl  Farrk^t.  T7.  B.  Vary,  fbrmrdiag  cxtrut  from  Utter 
of  Ui0  Btcrstary  of  the  Havy  ezpraiiing  approTkl. 

II.  S.  Flaosinp  IIartfokp, 

Above  Port  Hudson,  May  f,,  186S. 

The  Kear-Adrairal  commanding  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading 
Stjuadron  experiences  great  plea.sure  in  ]>riniiiilgating  the  following 
extracts  from  a  dispatch  addressed  to  him  by  the  honorubh*  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

fD.  G.  Farraout,] 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  Wtsierri^  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sqwidron. 

[^tulMUra.l 

Navt  Departmekt.  April  2,  iS6S. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  rweived  your  miort,  dated  the   16th 
ultimo,  of  your  gallant  passage  of   the  Port  Hudson  batteries  with 
the  flagship  Hartford  and  the  Albatross,  and  has  also  received  the 
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detailed   reports  from   the  commanding  ofGcers  of  the  remnining 
vessels  wliich  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  pass  the  hatteries.     •     •     * 

The  Dejiarlmenl  congniliilatea  you  and  the  offk'«rs  and  meu  of 
the  Ilartjvfrd  upon  tlie  gaUaut  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries, 
also  of  tile  battery  al  Grand  Gulf. 

Ahhough  tlie  remainder  of  your  fleet  were  not  successful  in  fol- 
lowing tlieir  leader,  the  Department  ean  find  no  fault  with  them. 
All  appear  to  have  behaved  gallantly  and  to  have  done  everything 
in  theii-  power  to  secure  success.  Their  failure  can  only  be  charged 
to  the  dilliculties  in  the  navii^ation  of  the  rapid  current  of  the  Missis- 
uippi  and  matters  over  wliirh  they  had  no  control.  *  *  ♦ 
I  am,  respectfully, 

GlORON  WElXEiH, 

Secretary  oj  tfu^  iVttvy. 
Rear-Adnnral  Farraout, 

Conuiy.  Wentem  Gulf  Bloclcdg.  Squadi'on, 

Off  Warrenton,  ueur  V'ickshurg,  Mis8. 


K 


Baport  of  C«lon«l  Abbott,  C.  S.  Armj,  rvgarding  th«  paiia^  of  Port  Hniion  by  two  of 

the  federal  veeieli. 

I'.  S.  Mississirn  Sqvadrox, 

Zfij/(?s'  Plantation,  March  19,  ISGS. 
General:  I  last  night  caught  the  overseer  of  JohiLson'a  plantation 
at  the  negro  cabin  just  below  the  crevasse.     He  say?)  that  two  of  the 
gunboats  from  Farragut's  fleet  have  run  the  batteries  at  Port  iiud- 


be  nothing  less  than  our  «^nboats  coming  up. 

The  discharges  are  distinct,  constant,  ana  continuous.  The  over- 
.seer  also  re])(>ri4i  that  tlie  *'rel)s"  have  been  moving  a  large  number 
of  tlu'ir  heavy  guns  from  Vicksburg  to  Grand  Gulf,  and  that  much 
of  the  land  force  has  gone  to  the  Tallahatchie. 


CiiAs.  H.  Abbott, 
Colonel  ThirtUth  Regiment  Iowa  Injajttr^. 


[Major-General  Banks.] 


L 


Report  of  M^jor-Oeneral  Baafec,  n.  B.  Army,  regardio^  meatiirei  of  eooperaUon. 

llixju.M.  [)K}n\  (iK  THE  Gin.F,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

New  Orleatts,  La.,  March  ^1, 1863, 
In  jjursuunce  with  the  *plan  su^ested  in  my  last  dispatches  the 
fleet  under  i»nninand  of  Uear-Ailniiral  Farragut  made  tlie  cont^MU- 
nlated  elTorl.  for  tlic  successful  passage  of  the  river  butteries  at  Port 
Hudson  on  Saturday  evennig,  tne  14th  instant.  The  fleet  consisted 
of  the  flagsliip  Hartford,  M onorujahela ,  Richmond,  and  AfissiMftippi, 
with  a  gunboat  lashea  upon  tlie  port  side  of  the  first  tliree  named  ves- 
sels. The  /i'Mfjr  (ironclad).  Sae/iem,  and  six  mortar  boats  held  ]>osi- 
tion  below  the  forts,  euiilading  by  their  tire  the  lower  batteries. 
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The  fleet  movod  from  Baton  Rouge  on  Friday  evening  at  4  o'clock,] 
and  ancliored  below  Port  Hudson  until  8  o'clock  on  Saturday  even- 
ings when  it.  uoiiiinenced  the  conU'mplal^d  movement,  and  at   11:30 
o'clock  the  rebel  butt^rica  opened  tire  upon  the  leading  -ship,  which . 
WAS  returned  hy  the  Heet  with  terrific  and  successful  energy  until  J 
1  o'clock  in  the  m<»niiri^.     The  pa.ssiige  was  only  partially  successful. 
TIiu  Uartjonl,  willi  the  AlhatroHs,  ran  the  gantlet  auccessfuUy.     The 
M onottgahvh  reached   the  center  htitWries,  when  she  was  ftisable<] 
by  an  ac-cident  Ui  her  nuachinery  and  fell  hack  to  hex  former  |>osi- 
tion.     The  Richmoixd  was  disaliled    bv  a  shot   tlirough   her  stesmj 
drum    and    followed    the    Morurntfuiifla.     The    M  i^ffifcs'tppi,   having 
ptissed  the  center  hatti'Hes.  ran  agiouud,  and,  after  sustaining  the 
conceiitmted  lire  of  the  butteries  for  half  an  hour  and  removing  the 
sick  and  wounded,  she  was  fired  imd  hli>wn  up  bv  onler  of  her  com- 
mander, Smith.     Nothing  was  saved  from  the  aliip  but  officers  and 
crew,  and  nothing  was  left  to  the  enemy. 

Admiral  Karragut,  with  the  Ilartjard  and  Albatross,  was  reportetl 
at  Waterloo,  [La. j.  on  Sunday.     The  Richmond,  Monongahelay  and  the^ 
gunboats  Essex  (ironclud),  Sachem,  (jenfsee,  and  Kineo,  with  the  ais 
mortars,  reached  Pi-oiii  Island,  S  miles  Ijelow  Port  Hudson. 

The  loss  of  life  was  chielW  sustained  by  the  Af  is«issipf>i.  It  is  ■ 
believed  lliat  tlie  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  will  not  exceed  "0. 
The  loss  on  the  other  vessels  was  comparatively  light,  but  including 
among  the  wounde<l  the  ijiestiniahio  oUieers  Commander  MrKinstn,', 
of  the  Monongahtlu,  who  was  injured  by  a  fall  from  the  bridge,  which 
was  shot  away,  and  Lieutenant  Cuimnings,  of  the  Richmond,  who  \lSka^ 
since  die<l. 

The  land  force  under  my  command,  at  the  suggestion  of  Admiral 
Farragut.  moved  to  Baton  Rouge  on  the  7th  instant,  with  the  excep- 
tion o?  such  detachments  as  were  neceasarj'  to  hold  the  several  posi- 
tions occupied  by  our  army  on  the  lower  river. 

*  *  *  * "  *  *  «  «  I 

We  had  waited  nearly  ten  days  for  the  fleet,  detained  by  the  break- 
age of  machinery,  and  lost  the  opportunity  of  crossing  its  (ire  with 
that  of  our  artillerj'  in  the  premature  commencement  of  the  actiou 
by  as  many  hours.     •     *     *  ^J 

In  the  early  part  of  these  movementa  Colonel  John  S.  Clark,  of  ni^H 
staff,  who  was  near  the  enemy's  lines,  was  seriou.sly  wounded,  his™ 
hiirwe  being  killed  under  him  by  llie  same  shot.     A  captain  of  cavalrj* 
was  also  wuunded  and  captured.     Several  dead  bodies  were  left  up(»n 


tlie  gnnind  by  the  rebels  and  .some  of  the  wouiuled  brought  int«  our 

'  "e  cotnnia 
no  general  action  occurred. 


camp.     Tlie  entire  cotnniand  was  under  arms  during  the  night,  buti 


Infuriiiution  having  been  received  from  the  signal  corps  tliat  tlie 
Hartford  and  Aibatnws  had  safely  passed  at  Springfield  Landini;,  and 
the  balance  of  the  fleet,  witli  the  exception  of  tlie  MisfriMsnmi.  was 
in  safety  on  this  side,  the  troops  rested  upon  their  arms  until  Sunday 
evening,  when  they  fell  back  near  Bayou  Mont<'sano  and  encampinl 
from  5  to  S  miles  from  Baton  Rouge.     ♦     *     * 

It  had  been  understood,  in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  any  portion 
of  the  fleet,  that  communication  with  the  river  above  Port  Hudsim 
should  be  made  by  the  army.  Accortlingly  two  regiments,  with  a 
section  of  arlilleni'  and  a  company  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Parniele, 
of  New  York,  were  sent  on  Montlay  the  16th  instant  to  force  a  p&s- 


I 


sage  from  opposit*  Profit  Island,  under  protwtion  of  the  fleet,  to 
aomi;  point  above  Port  Hudson.     *     *     * 

Thm-sday  evoniiig  thrct*  small  river  steamers  camo  down  the  river 
and  rested  tinder  the  batteries.     •     *     » 

I  can  but  repeat  the  opinion  expressed  in  prerious  dispatches  that 
the  freedom  of  the  Mississippi  is  tbc  suppression  of  tnis  rebellion. 
The  objet'ts  to  be  obtainea  oy  running  the  batteries  were:  First, 
cointnuniration  with  the  land  and  naval  forrea  at  Virkshiirg;  second, 
defeating  the  c«nistni<'tion  <)f  new  batteries  between  Port  Hudson  ana 


Vickshurg;  tliird.  cutting  off  supplies  by  the  Red   River;  fourth, 

1  opportunity  to  enjiiade  t     *       "  " 
above;  and  liftli,  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  steamers  in  the  river. 


obtaining  an  opportunity  to  enjiiade  the*  Red  River  batteries  from 


All  thest^  ()l>je<'ts  Imve  been  successfully  accomplished  except  the 
last,  and.  witli  tlie  exception  of  the  loss  of  the  Mississippi,  none  of  the 
anticipated  injuries  have  been  sustained.  The  oomplote  success  of 
the  expedition  mav  be  thus  justly  assumed. 

General  Weitzel  informs  me  that  the  Queen  of  the  West  and  the 
y^fhh  are  at  nutlc-iVla-Rosc,  on  the  Atrhafalayn,  threatening  an 
attack  upon  bis  position  (the  enclosed  dispatch  shows  the  position  he 
occujjies). 

It  is  impossible  to  send  the  gunboats  he  desires  immediately^,  but 
in  all  other  respects  he  will  be  strengthened  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-Gcveral,  Cojitmanding. 
Major-Geueral  Haixeck, 

Gejural  in  Chiej  U.  S.  Armyf  Washington,  D.  C. 


XtpOTt  of  Capuia  Bowlej,  TT.  8.  hrmj,  re^rdiag  meuurta  of  coo^ratioB. 

Office  Chief  of  Signal  Corps.  Deft,  of  the  Gilf, 

Baton  Itou^e,  La.,  March  22,  4S63, 

Major:  I  have  the  hunnr  to  report  tliat  on  the  7th  instant  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Oidf  to  proceed 
with  it  to  this  place. 

I  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenants  Russell,  Eaton,  and  Abbott, 
at^ting  signal  olfieers. 

\Vc  arrived  at  this  point  the  evening  of  the  sth  instant.  My  party 
and  myself  imnietjiately  joined  Captam  Roe's  party,  which  had  been 
here  for  some  time. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  received  orders  to  furnish  the  fiapship  TJnrt' 
lord  with  two  signal  officers  and  the  ironcla<l  Ksstx  with  one.  I 
accordingly  sent  First  Lieutenant  S.  M.  Katon  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant J.  C.  Abbott,  witlj  two  flagmen,  for  the  Hartford,  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant Jenks,  with  two  flagmen,  for  the  Kssex. 

I  also,  under  orders,  detaded  Lieutenants  Hallett,  Dane,  and  Rimd- 
lett,  with  their  flagmen,  to  accompany  Brigadier-General  (irover, 
commanding  division.  Captain  Roe  and  Lieutenant  Russell  were  to 
accompany  me  with  Headt^uarters  Depoi'tment  of  the  Gulf.     *     *     * 
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The  Hpct  had  in  the  nienntinio  sailed  un  the  river  to  tlip  hrad  of 

Profit  Island,  ahotit  4  niilpK  b«'h>w  Port,  itiidsim.  Refepence  u*  ih 
timn  piK'losed  Iierewith  will  show  the  position.*  Barnos'  Crosjui-oad, 
is  anout  5  miles  from  the  river.  I  was  ordere*!  to  diKpHUdi  an  office] 
t-o  the  river  (Springfield  Landing;)  U*  open  communication  with 
Heet.  Lieutenant  ilallett,  with  two  flagmen  ami  an  escort  of  cnv- 
olry.  proceeded  immediately  ^o  the  point  designaled  and  oywDcd  com- 
munication with  the  Ilartjord.  1  enclose  a  copy  herewith  of  his  report  i 
to  me.  which  contains  a  copy  of  messages  sent  and  received.     *     •     *  ij 

We  remained  at  the  crossroads  during  the  night,  of  the  14th  instant. 
About  II  o'clock  p.  m.  nur  fleet  att<Mnpted  to  pass  tlie  batteries  at 
Port  Ihidtw^n.  The  Ilarfford  and  Alhatross  got  safely  past.  Tha 
otliers  wettr  disabled  and  obliged  to  return.  The  war  steamer  .!/»>- 
siMJtip/n  got  aground  just  under  the  batteries.  The  crew,  after  sulTer- 
ing  heavy  loss,  set  her  on  fire  and  abandoned  I»er.  After  burning 
awliile  she  lloated  off  and  down  tlie  river  and  finallv  blew  up  with  a 
tremendous  explosion.  The  remaining  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  but 
tenmorarily  damaged,  with  slight  loss.     ♦     *     ♦ 

No  further  use  was  made  of  the  signal  corps.  In  fact,  the  corps 
and  the  cavalry  were  the  onlv  branches  of  the  army  that  did  any* 
thing.  «.s  not  a  gun  was  fired  during  the  trip. 

Upon  reaching  here  the  general  desired  me  to  open  communication 
across  the  point  of  land  opposite  Port  Hudson  between  our  fleet  at 
Profit  Island  an<l  the  Hartjord  above  Port  Hudson.  A  I)rigade  wa.s 
detailed  as  escort.  Captain  Roe,  with  three  officers,  accompanied  the 
expedition.  Upon  crossing  the  neck  of  lan<i  they  ascertained  that 
the  Hartjord  had  gone  up  the  river.  The  expedition  returned  with- 
out seeing  the  Hartford.  Lieutenant  Eaton  is  aboard  the  Hartjord. 
if  not  killed.  Lieutenant  Abbott  was  transferred  to  the  sloop  of^war 
Richmond  before  her  attempt  to  pais  the  batteriofi.  where  he  still 
remains.     Lieutenant  .lenks  still  remains  on  board  the  EsHfJC. 

All  my  oflicei-s  did  their  duty  with  alacrity  and  fidelity.  First 
Lieutenant  J.  L.  Hallett  is  de.sennng  of  particular  commendation  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  held  communication  with  the  fleet  for  more 
than  eighteen  hours  in  a  position  verv  nmcb  exposed  to  an  attack 
from  the  enemv,  he  having  but  a  small  squad  of  cavalry. 

Lieut<inant  Abbott,  dumig  the  pa.ssing  of  the  batteries  by  the  Rivh~ 
mond,  was  in  the  maintop  watching  for  signals  from  the  Hartjord. 
He  was  doubly  exposed,  for  the  IHchmond  had  pot  abreast  of  the  last 
battery  when  a  ball  parsed  through  her  steam  che^si,  disttl)ling  her  at 
once.  She  immediately  slewed  around  and  drifted  past  all  the  bat- 
teries. When  you  consider  that  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  extend 
for  the  distance  of  3  miles  you  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  the 
position  of  Lieutenant  Abbott  was  not  so  agreeable  as  could  be 
wished  for.     *     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfxillv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  W.  W.  Rowley. 
Captain  and  Acting  Chir.f  Signal  Officer,  Depl.  of  the  OulJ, 

Major  Aldekt  J.  Mi-er, 

SiffnaJ  Officer,  U.  S.  Army. 


I 


n 


*Not  fottttd. 
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Report  of  Llaatenoat  Halleit,  IT.  B.  Army,  acting  signal  offle«T.  of  opfiratloni  Uarcb  10-16. 

IlEADgrARTERS    SlONAL   COBPS, 

Baton  Rouge,  Im.,  March  W,  1863. 
iSra:     •     *     *     TIh'  fuUowiiig  i.-i  a  corrct^t  Iransrript  of  iiiesuagett 
sent  and  reciMvetl  hy  me  from  Saturday,  the  14lh,  to  Sunday,  March 
15,  1S63,  inclusive: 

J.  L.  IIallett, 
Acting  Signal  Officfr. 

[8eatoffl:aOp.n.1 

SATT'RnAY,  Mareh  /.}. 
Aitminil  F.\RjiAtiirr,  Ship  /Trtrf/flrrf; 

My  rmmmitnd  is  at  linmt*?*'  <'ro8i4-Ito«d8,  iind  occupies  the  road  to  Ross  L«ndinft,  on  tlie 
fliLnli  and  rear  of  Um  rebel  bHtlerifS.  Wlwn  will  yuu  open  firri  We  shall  be  re»d>  this 
ovcniiig. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

M.O.,C. 
(Snntofl  7  j>.m.| 

liniit^nnnl  Katoh,  Ship  Hartford: 

1  ithBll  be  ori  bo*rcl  the  Saint  S/auricf  until  nwiminK  at  ihr  SprineficM  I^andinp.  If  vou 
hLve  any  meaaige  for  GeoenU  EkdIu,  »end  a  \m»i  Lo  tlif  laiidiii|;  luid  ii  will  Iw  fitnAankd. 

Hallett,  33. 

SlTNDAT,  i/orrA  15 — 3  a.  m. 
General  Biinktt  wants  to  know  what  that  tiring  is. 

[sento(I3:]fta.m.] 

Smp  LAJiurNii,  March  16. 
Mftjoi^Gmeral  Banka: 

I MD  Dot  mj,  but  think  it  m  a  tira  raft.     Will  wnd  wf>rd  an  rooq  u  I  fiml  out. 

.1.  L.  Haixcit, 
Litvienant  and  Acting  Signal  O0c«r, 

[Soncoff  Ha.m.] 

SpitKoriKLO  Lanpixg.  Mareh  16,  tS6S. 
Majur-General  Baxxs: 

Sjii:  The  Hertford  ami  AlbatriMa  pnaspd  ihe  rplipj  batteriRH  la.il  night,  and  air  now 
anchored  siKnv  Port  Iliidfion.  The  Richmoruf  received  a  shot  through  steam  drum,  and 
WHS  obliepd  to  turn  down  when  abrfoat  thn  town. 

Tlir  MiMsiMijipi  ran  aslnirt-  iindpr  rlip  l>atterit«is;  waH  ael  fire  to  and  blown  up  to  prevent 
h'pr  falline  into  lhi»  hand*  nf  the  enemy. 

Tlip  ifonontfahda  returni-d  on  arcount  of  Mime  accident  lo  her  tnachinerr,  which  pro- 
venl<'d  her  from  slimming  Ihe  rutmrt. 

The  fiifhmotid.  .\fonort/iahela.Gfnffft,itnd  Kineotuv  anrborcd  •')  miles  ho  low  Port  Hvidson. 
RicJiniorui.  lew.  3  killed,  l^  woniidrd;  MonnngaStla,  10  killed,  wounded  unknown;  Mit- 
tissippi,  lo**  lari^.  hut  not  exactly  knovrn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver/  rcdpeclfulty,  your  obedient  aer\-ant, 

.1.  L.  Hallkit, 
Lieutcnani  at\d  Acting  Signal  Offiur. 


ITetosram-} 

Port  Hudson,  March  U,  1863. 
The    hombardmcnt  c(»mmenced    at    2    p.    in.     Firing    very   slow. 
Fleet  not,  in  mnj^'e  of  my  fntns.     The  land  forcr  arr  advancing. 

Fbank.  Gardner, 

Major-General. 
Lietitenant-General  Pemberton. 
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IiKAE>QUAI[T£R5, 

FoH  Hwhon,  La..  March  14,  ISeS. 
General:  The  steamboats  have  arrived  with  corn  just  in  time. 
1  shall  get  them  all  off  t-o-night.  The  enemy  are  now  bombardiiif: 
this  place  and  their  land  forces  have  advanced.  Tlieir  wliole  ilfet 
of  eleven  ve^isels  is  in  sij;hL,  but  nottiing  derided  is  yet  shown  in  their 
operations.     *     *     * 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FUANK.  GaKDNKK, 

if  ajor-ire  rural. 
Major-General  Richaui)  Tayi-ob, 

CottLtnanding  Wettt  L<mi»iatut,  Alexantiria. 


PoKT  HnJSON,  March  i/t,  1863. 
The  firing  from  the  enemy  is  once  in  two  or  tluee  minutes  a!  long 
range  since  2  o'clock.     No  liarni  done.     The  reports  of  the  position 
of  land  forces  tiot  accurate.     Their  advance  have  been  ^jkirniishing 
3  miles  from  breastworks. 

KltAXK.   CtARDNKR, 

Major-Gtneral,  Comtaaiiditig. 
Lieu  tenant-Gen  era!  Pemberton. 


B«jiort  of  ICiuor-0«ii«ral  Qardnsr,  C.  8.  Arm;,  Dommaading  at  Fort  Hndion. 

HKADQrARTRR:;, 

Pffft  lludaon,  Im.,  March  14,  1S63. 

Colonel:  I  have  the.  honor  to  report  tliat  on  Monday  last,  March 
9,  the  enemy  gave  some  indications  of  advancing,  ana  on  Tuesday 
moved  out  witn  considerable  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery 
on  the  three  roads,  bnt  made  a  halt  only  a  few  mifes  from  Baton 
Rouge.  He  moved  a  portion  of  his  force  by  transports  about  .5 
miles  above  Baton  Rouge  at  the  same  time,  and  also  sent  up  one 
gimboat,  wliich  drove  in  my  signal  parties  from  the  lower  stations, 
capturing  2  men. 

Yesterday  he  advanced  five  gimboats,  the  Missksippi  and  Hich- 
mojuf,  with  three  transports,  and  lurideil  a  small  force  ot  cavaln*  and 
two  regiments  of  infantry  at  Springlield  Landing,  about  10  miles  below 
here  by  the  road.  The}'  marched  niiiidly  to  ilu-  Battm  Kongo  road 
and  passed  down  that  to  the  road  to  Taylor's  Ijanding,  and  embarked 
again  at  that  point.  1  started  Wingfield'.s  nivalrv  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  bnt  they  were  loo  late.  The  enemy 
effected  nothing  except  driving  in  the  small  interior  oavahy  picket's 
and  stealing  a  few  honses.  The  expedition  was  of  more  benefit  to 
my  men  than  theirs,  as  it  pi-oduced  inunediatc  cheerfulness  and  hopes 
of  a  fight. 

The  6ve  gunl>oats  anchored  in  i^ight,  but  not  in  range.  Six  in 
sight  this  morning.     No  news  from  the  front. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-Oeneral. 

P^eutenant-Colonel  J.  R.  Wadoy.] 
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(TeHcruD.1 

Port  Hudson,  March  t5,  1863. 
We  liavc  huriH'd  one  gtin1>oat  in  front  tif  Port  Iludsou.     The  others 
Hbvi?  gone  hack. 

Fhank.  Gardner, 

Major-General. 
General  Pemberton. 


ITolegram.] 

Port  Hm>»ON,  March  IS,  1868—2  a.  m. 
One  fTunljoftt  passed  at  12  midnitrht.     She  returned  our  fire  boldly. 
Uon't  know  if  wo  hit  her.     Steamboats  have  alerted. 

Frank.  Gardnkh. 

Major-Oeneral. 
laeutenant-General  Pemberton. 


Port  HtTJSON,  March  15,  1863, 
Gunboat  fight  lasted  heavily  from  11  to  :i.     All  came  within  range. 
Hartford   and  Mommmihrla  [Alhatrusts]  passed  crippled.     M isffiMji^ ppi 
hiirne*!,     Richmond  disabled  and    sent  hack.     Our  loss  very  sinall. 
Furces  hy  land  advanci'd,  but  all  is  quiet  this  nioniing. 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-Gaieral. 
Lieutenant-CJeneral  Pemberton. 


[TtOcftnun-l 

Jack.son,  [Mifts.!,  March  16,  1S6S, 
Following  telegram,  just  retteived — 

GtinlfOstA'  fielit  laiU>il  lieavily  frimi  11  to  2:  all  conie  up  wiUitn  mn^. 

Harfjonl  ftfju  MonongaMa  [AlhatToiat]  piwwd  rrippled;  .Vi^txijurippi  biime<|:  Riehnmnd 
itisalitctl  aiid  M-nt  bn^k.  Our  toss  vrry  smatl.  Forrrti  tiy  Und  HtlvuiK-rd,  Imt  all  ut  i^uH-t 
UiM  moniitig. 

Frakx.  Garohik. 

refers  to  last  niglit.     Enemy  only  tried  his  land  battery  against  Fort 
K        Pemberton.      1  think  all  is  right.     »     *     * 

I  J.  C.  Pemberton. 

■  Jefferson  Davis. 

^^^  Presidtni. 

L 


Baport  of  Kftjor-QenBral  Oudner,  C.  8.  Army. 

HEAtXiUARTERS, 

Pi>H  TIudRon,  U.,  March  W,  1868. 
General:  The  enemy '.s  (leeL  came  up  within  rantre  at  11  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  the  I4tn,  and  being  discovered  made  a  terrific  fight 
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with  my  batteries  from  11  until  2,  attempting  to  pass  seven  vessels 
by.  The  re»ull  was  that  the  Ilarljord  (flagship)  passcnl  with  the  gun- 
boat Monongahcla  [Alh<tirom\  lashed  on  tnc  lar  flido.  The  Ifartford 
was  very  much  damaged.  The  frigate  Mis^isftippi  was  bnmed  imme- 
diately (ipnosite,  and  the  frigate  liichmond  was  badly  crippled  and  had 
to  fall  baelc. 

The  fleet  eonsisted  of  fourteen  vessels,  st^^ani  frigates,  sloops  of  war, 
gunboats,  and  mortar  boatft,  and  all  except  tlie  murtar  l>oats  cam« 
witliin  range.  The  firinjj:  was  terrific  for  tliree  hours.  The  onemy 
was  very  much  damaged  m  all  his  vessels  within  range,  and  prisoners 
state  that  the  Iokm  must  have  been  as  much  as  200.  Our  loss  was  I 
killed  and  8  wounded. 

I  had  four  steamboats  unloading  until  the  moment  of  the  fight,  and 
I  then  sent  them  up  the  river.  They  have  till  escaped,  as  the  Jlartjard 
was  tou  badiv  damaged  to  jMirsue. 

I  request  t1mt  you  send  them  back  with  com  as  soon  as  the  enemy 
passes  neyond  the  Red  River,  which  I  suppose  will  Im?.  the  case  in  & 
dav  or  two. 

We  have  only  ten  days'  allow  ance  of  corn. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardnkr, 

M  ajor-Oeneral. 

Major-General  RiCMAKD  Tatlob, 

Commanding  IHv.  of  Western  l^uisinna^  Ale^randricj  Tm, 


B*port  of  X^or-Oeneral  Oftrdner,  C.  8.  Ann;,  oommanding  %i  Fort  KadooD. 

IlEAnQl'ARTF.RS, 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  IS,  lS(i3. 

Colokel:  i  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  at  this  post  during  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  with  the 
enemy's  fleet: 

During  the  day  of  the  14th  the  enemy  advanced  with  his  entire 
force,  two  divisions  by  the  Bayou  Sara  road  and  one  by  the  direct 
road  to  Clinton,  and  moved  his  fleet  up  the  river  to  within  sight  but 
out  of  range.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  he  commencwl  bombardment  slowly 
from  his  mortar  boats  at  long  range,  and  gradually  increasing  the 
range  untU  he  threw  his  shells  within  the  lower  part  of  the  breast- 
worKs.  This  was  continued  until  0,  without  producing  any  other 
result  than  continued  cheers  from  the  men  as  his  shells  exploded. 
During  the  dav  Rust's  nickets  (his  brigade  being  in  udvance  of  the 
breastworks)  .sltirmished  successfully  wilh  the  enemy's  udvance.  At 
II  o'clock  at  night  the  fleet  moved  up,  intending  to  puss  seven  ves- 
sels by,  but  were  dixcovered  immediately  on  starting  by  the  signal 
corns  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  who  sent  up  signal  rockets, 
ana  Rust's  light  batteries  at  Troth's  opened  on  them.  \ 

The  enemy  immediately  commenced  bombarding  from  his  mortar 
boats  and  dring  from  all  his  vessels  as  he  came  in  range.  They 
advanced  in  the  following  order,  as  has  been  ascertained  from  prison- 
ers: Steamship  Ilarfford  (flagship),  with  Kinro  [Alhtitmsft]  (not  Mrt- 
nongahfia.BB  was  reported)  la.'^hed  on  far  side;  steamship  Richmond, 
gunooal  Genesee,  gunboat  Monontjahelaf  stcauisUip  Miasutsiypii  gun- 
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'achem,  another  not  known.  in)ncU<l  Eiaex  (remaining  at  long 
range),  ami  six  mortar  ImaUs  t^wpd  above  tlit«  point.  While  passing 
up  all  opened  their  broadsities  aa  rapidly  as  possible.  Uust's  two 
field  batteries  at  Troth's  Landing  first  received  inis  tremendous  firing, 
but  strange  to  say  without  any  lianu,  although  tlie  batteries  kept  up 
this  unequal  contest  until  the  last.  Next  was  Miles's  20-|xiunder 
Parrott  gim,  which  was  l>eatitifullv  served;  and  then  followed  the 
heavy  guns,  first  of  Oe  Gournay's  battalion  and  next  thei  First  Ten- 
nessee Artillery  under  De  Gournav's  command;  next  the  battery 
ser\'ed  by  four  companies  of  Colonef  Steedman's  First  Alabama  Regi- 
ment, the  remaining  companies  of  thoir  rc^jiment  being  posted  on  tTie 
btufT  as  sliarpshooters,  but  unfortunately  tlie  enemy  uiti  not  come  in 
near  this  bank  until  after  passing  them. 

The  five  steamboats  which  had  brought  provisions  from  Red  River 

^wcrc  unloading  until  the  morning  of  the  battle  and  got  undenvay  in 
time  to  eacapc.  The  enemy's  Meet  advanced  boldly,  but  were  hand- 
somely received  by  our  batteries.  The  Ilarijord,  with  the  gunboat 
lashed  to  her.  only  succeeded  in  passing  a  little  before  12;  all  the  rest 
of  the  fleet  were  driven  hack  and  evidently  much  damaj^cd.  Tho 
M'tjtitisftipjn  was  burned  immediately  4»pposite,  and  the  Jiichmond 
driven  back  after  she  ha*i  reached  the  Point. 

******* 

1  wgrei  to  state  that  Captain  Youngblood  and  perhaps  four  others 
have  neen  captured  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-Oenerai, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  R.  Wapoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ahalract  logoj  the  V.  S.  S.  flartjord,  Commander  Waimtri^ht,  LuuUn/int- 
Coinmatidf.r  ThariUon,  awl  Captain  Pahnrr,  V.  S.  Aavij.  command- 
ing. 

Jyly  15,  I86i. — At  3 : 5.5  a.  m.  the  Tyler  got  underway  and  went  up 
the  river.  Al>out  7  a.  m.  heavy  firing  heani  up  the  river,  supposed  to 
be  artillery  on  shore.  At  alxuit  7: 15  the  gunboat  7'y/f^r  was  st'cii  coin- 
ing down  the  river  followed  close  by  the  rebel  ram.  Orders  were 
immediately  given  to  get  steam  iin.  At  l.\\\)  beat  t^  quarters:  the 
ram  steamed  down  the  river,  the  fleet  firing  their  broadside  at  her  as 
she  passed.  After  pasf^ing  half  a  mile  astern,  she  rounded  to,  fired 
two  shots  at  us,  anti  proceeded  down  the  river.  The  flapihip  Benton 
and  the  gunboat  Cincinnati  followed  tho  ram  and  fired  at  her,  but 
the  latter  getting  round  tho  point,  under  cover  of  the  batteries,  the 
gunboats  returned.  At  7 :  45  t  he  Tyler  haile<i  this  ship  and  asked  for 
a  doctor.  At  8  sent  Dr.  Hu^  on  board  the  Tifler.  Beat  the  retreat. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Several  fires  and  explosions  reported  from  the 
masthead.  The  fleet  getting  up  steam.  At  6  p.  m.  tuo  mortar  Iwats 
opeiieil  fire  on  Vicksburg.  At  0:45  p.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway  and 
pnweeded  down  the  river.  At  7:30  beat  to  <piarters  for  action.  At 
7:40  fired  our  bow  gun.  Steaming  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg 
our  port  battery  engaged  with  the  enemy.     At  8: 12  ceased  firing.     At 
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8:20  camp  to  bolow  the  "rity  of  Vickshurj;.  The  following  18  a  list  nfl 
the  kiU<Hl  and  wounded  in  the  action  of  this  evening:  Killed— 
George  IT.  Ijounsbern*,  master's  mate;  John  Ca,nier*>n.  seaiiisa; 
Cliarles  Jackson,  oHicers  cook.  Wounded — John  !>.  Bariios.  iireinan: 
Miobael  Mtiilin,  laiidHmau;  (leorge  Rot;er,  marine:  Henrv  Downw, 
boy;  Thomas  UolTmau,  paymasters  steward.  C'aptain  .lohn  L. 
Broome,  Marine  Corps,  was  wounded,  fiaw  a  largo  fire  in  (lie  city  of 
Vicksbur^'  diirint:  the  watch  <8  to  12  midnight).  At  9  the  mortar 
schooners  ceai^ed  firing. 

JyJy  16. — At  10:30  a.  m.  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  reported  getting 
up  ateani.  Brought  to  and  got  battery  i^ady  for  actiiun.  At  I  p.  m. 
called  all  bauds,  "  Burj'  the  dead."  Sent  tlie  bodies  asboro  for  inter- 
ment. Fnmi  4  to  (i  p.  ni.:  During  tbc  wat+b  the  ram  got  underway 
and  stitod  aernss  the  river  to  the  point  opposite  the  city:  -she  iben 
turnc<i  around  and  stood  across  to  the  town.  At  6  p.  ni.  went  (o 
quarters  and  drew  the  shell  from  the  guns  of  both  batt-eries  anti  loaded 
with  solid  shot. 

July  /  7.— From  H  to  meridian  the  mortar  schooners  on  the  other 
side  fired  occasional! v.  At  4:li(*  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a 
battery  on  slarboanl  bow,  throwing  shut  across  the  river.  At  5:10 
caI1c<l  all  hands  up  anchor  and  (lropi>ed  a  short  distance  do\%'u  the 
river.  Brookh/n  and  liichmomf  also  dropped  down.  Mortars  alwire 
the  city  engaged  in  shelling  the  enemy's  rani. 

July  IS. — At  6  a.  in.  gtiuboatti  WissahifJcon  and  Winona  got  under- 
way and  proceeded  down  tlie  river.  At  7  the  Kctntinffton  came  along- 
side. The  ram  in  sight  (tfT  Vick.sburg.  From  S  to  meridian :  Mortars 
above  Vicksburg  throw ing  shell  at  the  rebel  ram.  The  Brookhjn  lirrd 
a  shot  at  a  batterv  abreast  of  her.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  got  under- 
way and  dropped  down  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  the  llag-ofhcer  returned 
from  a  reconnoiasance.  From  S  to  midnight:  the  ship  lying  at  anchor 
with  IS  fathoms  chain,  all  ready  to  slip  or  get  underway. 

July  7.9. — At  5:.'10  a.  m.  dropped  down  the  river.  At  7:20  came 
to.  rrom  S  to  meridian:  Flag-Oliicer  Davis'.s  mortars  firing  Ujion  the 
town  and  ram;  the  latter  lired  several  broadsides.  At  7:1(1  p.  m. 
cast  off  from  the  coal  ship  and  commenced  steaming  up  the  river. 
From  S  to  midnight:  Stcaniiiig slowly  np  the  river.  At  9: 1.5  came  to 
with  starboard  anchur  in  10  fathoms  water,  2-1  fatbuuiH  chain.  Fouled 
the  Irotfuo'iH  and  smaslied  one  uf  her  boats.  The  Irotfuout  clvoFed  ua 
and  came  off  our  port  b<tw. 

July  -22. — Frt>m  midnight  to  4  a.  m,  IHnola  anfl  WffttpeM  plnoin^ 
mortar  vessels  in  i>osition.  From  4  to  S  a.  m.:  At  davliglil  tlie  upp»*r 
batteries  of  khe  enemy  ojwned  lire  on  Flag-(Mbcer  Davis's  fleet.  The 
mortars  on  this  side  opened  lire  upon  the  enemy.  The  Ensfx  cauic 
<lown  the  river  and  engaged  the  rel>el  ram  at  .'>  a.  m.  At  5: 10  a.  ni. 
called  all  hands  up  anchor,  hove  up  starboanl  anchor  and  got  under- 
way under  steam:  stand  up  the  river.  .Ml  the  fleet  underway.  Went 
to  quarters.  The  Kmfx  passed  the  rel>cl  batteries,  louuding  to  under 
our  stem  and  rame  to.  uishorp.  At  o:50  a.  m.  came  to  with  port 
anchor.  At  (>  a.  m.  men  left  their  quarters.  At  2  p.  m.  mortar 
schooners  dropped  ilown  river.  From  0  I*)  S  p.  m.  mortal's  above  the 
city  engaged  shelling  eneniv's  batteries. 

i^uhj  2?.l— At  3:35  a.  m.lieHvv  firing  was  heard  down  the  river  for 
about  fifteen  minutes.  .\t  rlavhght  the  steamer  Cerr/i  came  up  the 
river  and  reported  that  she  had  been  fired  into  from  the  shore  about 
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3  milos  il<i« II  tlir  rivt-r.  Frtim  B  to  S  p.  m.  Davis's  moilar  boats  shell- 
ing the  ivbel  Ixittpries,  the  latter  replying  accai<  ion  ally. 

J\dll  -?4- — At  1:110  p.  in.  ^ol  uudonvay  and  dropped  slowly  down 
the  river.  All  the  fleet,  including  General  WilliamH  s  transports,  got 
underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  '.\:'M)  the  hasrx  Jired 
two  sliol.s  in  the  diroclinn  of  Vickshur^.  Steamed  up  river  about  a 
mile.  At  '•^ ;  50  .sij^ialed  the  fir»oIrhjTi  \  1 48.  At  4  lioistcil  jib,  tunied 
round,  and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  4:45  sig^ialed  the  firoolhjn 
107/J.  At  5  some  of  the  vessels  aliead  iired  several  shots  on  shore. 
Brat  to  <|uarter8  and  remained  half  an  honr  without  seeing  enemy. 
From  t)  to  S  fired  Nos.  4,  7.  and  !i  at  a  flathoat. 

,/u?y  .i?/7.-  Steaming  down  the  river.  At  7:30  heard  Qring  in  the 
direction  of  Grand  (inlf.  At  H:15  pa-ssed  (Irand  Gulf,  hut  did  not 
see  the  enemy-  At  Hi  pjissed  the  town  nf  KiMfney  and  met  the  Piimla 
steammg  hacK  to  the  town  for  the  inirpose  ot  destroying  two  flalhoats. 
fVom  A  to  0  p.  m.:  PaHsed  Natcluv,.  At  4:30  left  the  Pinoh  and 
Sumfrr  oif  the  town  to  destioy  all  lighters.  Two  shots  fired  from  a 
nmrlnr  .sch(Kmrr  Hhciitl  at  KIlis  CliffN. 

Jfiii/  2fS  ^S. — Steutuing  down  the  river.  At  12  meridian  dhily  28) 
came  t<)  anchor  off  New  Orlean."^. 

Auijuftt  3. — At  10  p.  m.  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Butler. 
At  10:30  sent  a  dispat<h  to  the  Caifuya. 

Aurfunt  6. — At  1 :  45  a.  m.  made  preparation  for  getting  underway. 
Maiitr-General  Butler  came  on  i>()ard.  At  n:'M)  a.  m.  got  underway 
aiu!  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  S:30  p.  m.  heard  firing  down  river. 
At  S:50  the  st^*amer  Sallie  RoHnsoii  came  up  river  and  reported  hav- 
ing been  fired  vnUi  at  Donaldsonville  by  a  piece  of  artillerj''  and  mus- 
kets.    The  steamer  WhiUuiau  passed  down  river. 

August  7.  -  At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river, 
lirookiyn,  Wfstfit^id,  and  Jackmn  in  ciunpany.  At  10:30  Baton 
Kouge  in  sight.  Fmm  8  to  midnight :  At  9  p.  m.  an  alarm  on  shore 
that  the  enemy  was  coming  to  attack  our  troops.  The  g»ml>oat5 
Cayugfj,  Knsfx,  and  Kinen  threw  several  shell  into  the  woods  beyond 
the  towu.  At  11:45  p.  m.  the  Sciota  got  underway  and  went  down 
the  river. 

AutfuM  S. — At  12:45  p.  m.  the  Cayuga  appenred  in  sight,  coming 
down  the  river.     She  fired  a  few  shells  on  both  banks. 

AitgitM  9.  At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 
At  S  a.  m.  rounded  to  and  sent  a  boat  on  shore  in  charge  of  Mr.  (Jood- 
win  at  Plaquemine  and  informed  them  if  they  ever  nred  on  any  of 
oursUips  we  should  burn  their  town  down.  Steaming  down  the  river. 
At  1 1  weut  tu  (|uartei-s  and  cast  loose  the  l)atterv  on  both  sides. 
Fired  uliout  fifteen  shot  into  the  town  of  DoruilcLsonville.  Tl»e 
Hrool'hjn  al.so  fired.  At  11:15  .stopped  o(f  Diiiialdsonville;  sent  the 
gig  with  an  armed  bont'.s  crew  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Goodwin  to 
ni'e  the  town  in  several  pla<*es.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Underway  oil' 
DonaUlsihnville.  with  the  crew  at  <(uarlers.  An  e.xpedition  on  shore 
burning  the  town.  At  2  p.  m.  sent  Captain  Broome,  with  the  marine 
guanl,  on  shore.  At  3  p.  m.  expedition  returned.  At  3: 15  proc^H'ded 
down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Rnml-Iyn  and  Cni/ittfti. 

Aiiffilftt  10. — At  2:05  p.  m.  the  Heel  surgeun  announced  the  death 
of  Commander  Uichard  vVainwright,  the  commander  of  this  ship,  and 
the  colors  were  half-masted.  Lieutenant  Albert  Kaul7.  left  the  ship 
Lo  return  hume  in  the  North  Star,  being  condemned  by  a  medical 
survey. 
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An^st  11. — Lieutenant-Commander  James  S.  Thornton  in  com- 
mand. At  2  p.  111.  funeral  w^rvires  were  read  over  the  remaiiLs  of 
Captain  Wainwrielit  I»v  the  Reverend  Doctor  I^ycock,  the  officera 
from  the  vessels  of  (he  fleet  attending.  At  5:45  p.m. sent  the  remains 
of  Commander  Kichard  Wainwright  on  board  tae  U.  S.  S.  Miami  in 
the  gig,  the  boats  of  the  uquudron  attending. 

Augwfi  12. — At  1  p.  m.  received  a  mail  fnim  shore.  At  4:30  p.  ni. 
General  Butler  saiuteil  Admiral  Farragnt  with  fifteen  guns,  whit-h 
was  returned  by  this  »hi]),  gun  for  giin.  At  S:  15  p.  m.  a  band,  the 
Twenty-sixth  itegiment  (Massachusetts  Volunteers),  came  on  board 
and  serenaded  the  admiral. 

August  13. — At  y  a.  m.  the  sloops  of  war  Pensacoia,  Brooklyn,  and 
Misais»i]>jn  saluted  Kear-Admiral  Farragut  with  fifteen  guns,  which 
was  returned  from  tins  ship.  At  ^:45  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  pro- 
oeoded  down  the  river  in  ciuirge  of  the  pilot.  At  1 1  calUnl  all  hands 
to  muster  and  read  a  copy  of  tlie  thank-s  of  Congress  to  Captain  D.  O, 
Farragut  and  the  ofUcera  and  men  under  his  command.  Piped  down, 
crew  giving  three  rousing  checi*s.  At  5  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  20 
fathoms  water;  veered  35  futhoms  chain;  Fort  St.  Pliilip  on  our  star- 
board bow.  At  5:;i0  Admiral  Fairatnit  and  some  half  dozen  officera 
left  the  ship  to  visit  the  forts.  At  the  same  time  forts  fired  a  salute 
of  thirteen  guns,  which  we  returned,  ^un  for  gun. 

AuoMt  15. — From  4  to  6  p.  m.  lymg  in  the  Miasisstppi  River  at 
Pilot  Town. 

August  W. — At  0  a.  m.  pilot  cume  on  board.  At  7  a.  m.  got  under- 
way and  proceeded  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the  uilot. 

August  17. — At  8:55  a.  m.  came  to  oif  Ship  Islano. 

August  19, — At  5:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  to  sea.  At 
12:40  p.  m.  exchanged  numbera  with  the  frigate  Susquehanna,  sloop 
of  war  Preble,  and  gunboats  Kennebec,  Kanawha,  Capiga,  Harriet 
Lane,  and  Bokio,  blockading  otf  Mobile  Harbor.  At  1:55  p.  m.  the 
Susquehanna  saluted  the  admiral  with  fifteen  guns,  which  was  re- 
turned by  this  ship  with  thirteen.  At  2:30  stopped  ahead  ot  the 
Susquehanna;  Captain  Hitchcock  came  on  board.  At  5  p.  m.  came 
to  anchor. 

August  20. — At  6  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  into  Pensa- 
cola  Harbor.  At  7: 45  anchored  abrea.st  of  the  navj' yard.  Brooklyn 
anchored  off  our  port  bow. 

August  27. — At  G  p.  m.  called  all  Iiands  to  muster,  when  Ijeuten- 
ant4lommander  Jauu^  S.  Thornton  transferred  the  command  of  this 
ship  to  Captain  James  S.  Palmer. 

November  7. — At  10  a.  m.  up  anchor  and  got  underway,  and  stood 
to  sea  in  charge  of  the  pilot,  Richmond  in  company.  At  6  p.  m. 
stopped  otf  Mobile.  Found  the  Brookfyn  ami  Tennessee  at  anchor. 
At  8  p.  m.  started  aheud  and  shaped  *mr  course  for  South  West  Pass, 
Mississipoi  Kiver,  Kichown^  and  Tennessee  coming  up  a.stcni. 

Novemoer  8. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  at  anchor,  South  West  Pass. 

Novemher  .9.— Proceeding  up  the  MistiU.sij>pi  River.  At  II:  30 
made  the  shipping  oft  New  Orleans,  the  Tennrsnee  in  company.  At 
12:30  p.  m.  the  English  .steamer  Rinaltlo  saluted  us  with  seventeen 
guns,  this  ship  returning  the  salute,  gun  forgun.  At  1  p.  m.  tl»e  French 
steamer  ra/inat  saluted  the  broad  pennant  <)f  Hear-Admiral  Farra^t 
with  thirteen  guns,  which  we  returned,  gun  for  gun.  At  12:40  c 
to  uif  the  city  of  JSew  Orleans. 
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December  2. — Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  gunboat  Essex  came  down 
the  river. 

December  4- — Sent  fourth  cutter  with  Mr,  Goodwin  and  Mr. 
Foote(?j,  who  have  been  ordered  to  Berwick  Bay  with  C'antain  [Lieu- 
tenant] Buchanan.     Expected  Mr.  Goodwin  to  conimana  the  IHana. 

December  17. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Generals  Banks  and 
Au^er  visited  iJie  ship. 

December  ;3 4- — At  9:45  a.  ni.  Generals  Butler  and  Shepley  visited 
the  ship. 

January  /,  1863. — Off  New  Orleans,  Missi8sit>pi  Kiver. 

January  ii. — From  4  to  8  p.  ni. :  Captain  and  admiral  left  the  ship. 

Januaru  S. — At  I  p.  m.  Major-General  N.  P.  Banks  and  Brigadier- 
General  Weitxel  came  on  liourd. 

January  16'.— At  11  a.  m.  the  oflicers,  12  men,  and  the  marine 
guard  went  on  shore  to  att-oiul  the  funeral  of  Lieutenant-(.'onunander 
T.  McKeun  Buchanan,  who  was  killed  iji  action  by  the  rel>els  in  Ber- 
wick Baj',  while  commanding  the  steamer  Calhimn,  January  14,  1863. 

January  /7.— From  8  to  midnight:  Admiral  and  captain  returned 
on  board. 

March  11. — At  '»:20  a.  m.  steamed  up  river,  making  signal  to  fleet. 
Baton  Rouge  in  sight.  At !)  u.  ni.  came  to  with  port  anchor  oj>posito 
Baton  Rouge.  Alonongahrla  and  Genesee  came  to  anchor  asteni  and 
Alb*iin>8s  came  to  nnclior  ahead. 

March  1;^.  At  1 1 ;  45  a.  m.  the  Oencsee  went  up  the  river  with  two 
mortar  schooners  in  tow.  At  4  p.  m.  the  iSachem  came  up  and 
anchored.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Made  sieti&i  to  the  tleet,  Kineo,  Rich- 
moTid,  Essex,  and  Monongahela.     SteaniDoat  SaUie  Robinsori  came  up. 

March  13. — At  2  a.  m.  steamer  Sachem  got  underway  and  went  up 
the  river.  At  3:50  two  steamboat  loads  of  troops  went  up.  From 
8  to  meridian  and  from  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  engaged  getting  ship 
ready  for  battle.  At  4  p.  m.  called  all  hands  up  anchor  and  at  4:30 
got  underway,  being  followe4  by  the  Richmond,  Monongaiicla,  Kineo, 
and  Mississippi.  At  7 :  30  p.  m.  came  to  with  port  anchor,  the  fleet 
anchored  astern. 

March  14' — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Came  to  anchor  below  Port  Hud- 
son. From  1 2  t^i  4  p.  m. :  The  steamer  St.  Maurice  bmught  an  officer 
with  communications  from  General  Banks.  The  mortar  l>oat«  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Another 
rebel  steamer  came  down  the  river,  making  Hve  in  all.  Mortar  fleet 
firiug  at  rebel  batteries.  At  7  p.  m.  the  Almfross  came  alongside  and 
made  fast  to  our  port  ([uarter.  At  9  p.  m.  signaled  fleet  tu  get  under- 
way. At  9:^0  p.  m.  beat  u*  (|Uarl^rs  and  waited  for  fleet  to  form  in 
line  of  battle.  Al  9:  40  repi^ated  signal.  At  10  the  tugboat  Reliance 
came  up  with  dispaU'hes;  spoke  and  sent  her  to  hasten  rear  ships. 
At  U  :20  the  Richmond  reported  the  rear  ships  moving  up  to  stations. 
At  11:20  batteries  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  immediately 
retm-ned  with  the  two  bow  guns.  Steaming  up  the  river,  engaging 
the  batteries  at  close  (juarters.  Unable  to  close  in  with  rebel  steam- 
ers on  account  of  their  superior  speed.  At  12:15  cheered  ship^  liav- 
ing  passed  the  batteries,  with  tne  loss  of  1  killed  and  2  slightly 
wounded.     Light  breezes  from  N.  E.;  dear  and  pleasant. 

March  15.— At  1 :  15  a.  m.  cast  adrift  the  Alwitross  from  our  port 
quarter.     At  1:30  a.  m.  came  to  with  port  anchor  in  10  fathoms 
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water,  veered  to  30  fathoms  on  port  chain.  Firinj;  below  us  still  con- 
liiiuinK.  A  bright  liglit  seen  drifting  down  fruni  the  I)atlerie«.  from 
which  rre(|uent  number  of  explosions  were  heard.  The  lij;hi  seen  was 
supposed  lo  b<'  one  of  our  vessels  buminp.  Weather  warm  and  pleai^ 
ant.  Wliile  onguo:ed  easting  otf  from  the  Albatross  she  fouled  us, 
smashing  our  kuneh  lowing  on  the  port  side.  From  t  to  8  a.  m.: 
Rt'port-s  of  guns  down  the  nver  in  direction  of  the  fire.  At  5  a.  m.  a 
verj'  heavy  explosion  took  place  down  the  river  by  the  fire,  wliich 
latter  itninediatety  went  out.  From  S  to  meridian:  [n-speetcd  crew 
at  ipuirters.  Xaileil  a  placard  on  the  launch,  dated  .')  miles  above 
Port  Hudson,  and  stating  our  safe  arrival.  At  10  a.  m.  called  all 
hands  up  anchor  and  at  10:3U  got  underway,  standing  up  river  iu 
charge  of  the  pilot,  AihatroftH  underway  fidlnwing  us.  At  6  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor.     At  7: 15  cahit  loose  both  batteries  j-eatly  for  action. 


Ahatract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S,  AlbrttrottH,  ('(fmmandrr  French,  and  Lieu~ 
tenant-Commander  Hart,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

July  to.  t86:i. — At  Boston  navy  vard. 

Axignst  7.  —Commander  lleurj-  bVench  assumed  command  of  this 
ship. 

Auyiisi  7.— At  5  p.  m.  stood  out  to  sea. 

Sepiemher  5.^0(T  Pass  li  I'Oulre.  At  S  a.  ni.  spoke  prize  schooner 
Theresa,  nrize  to  tlie  I'.  S.  bark  W .  G.  Anderson. 

September  21. — At  8  a.  m.  saw  a  schooner  to  the  N.  K.  At  10:45 
she  set  Confederate  colors.  Sent  away  the  second  cutter,  armed,  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  C.  P.  Watihburn,  tu  huard  her.  Stood  for 
the  schooner.  She  altered  her  cotirse  and  .-stood  out  to  sea.  when  a 
shot  fr^om  the  rilhul  Purrott  gun  brought  her  to.  Mr,  Washburn 
boarded  her  and  sent  tlic  captain  and  crew  on  board.  She  proved 
to  be  the  Two  Sisters,  of  Galveston,  from  the  island  of  St.  Lai,  bound 
to  Brownsville.  Tex. 

October  -i^.^At  7:2.5  a.  m.  spoke  and  boarded  the  schooner  Emma, 
of  Liverpool,  prize  to  the  IT,  ^.  schootier  Kittatinny. 

October  SO.— At  1:0.^  p.  m.  Captain  TIenry  French  took  leave  of 
the  crew,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart  took  command 
of  the  ship. 

Novcmotr  i^.— Abreast  St.  Andrew's.  At  1  j).  ni.  sent  first  and 
second  cutters  ashore  and  they  brought  off  two  boats. 

Nt/vember  75.  — Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  12  armed  men  aShore  in 
charge  of  Ensign  Harris  to  destrov  what  boats  they  oould  find.  At 
4:45  p.  m.  they  returned,  having  burned  12  boats. ' 

Notvrmbfr  St. — At  9:15  a.  m.  Executive  OfTicer  Dubois  and  an 
armed  crew  of  I!  men  went  on  an  expedition  on  St.  Andrew's  Bay 
for  the  purpoM'  of  destroying  some  salt  works,  in  <:ompany  with  a 
boat  of  (he  U-  S.  brig  Bohio. 

November  24- — At  4  a.  m.  gig  and  first  and  second  cutters,  all 
armed,  left  the  ship  in  ehai^  o?  the  captain,  with  5  officers  and  9 
extra  men  besides  the  boats'  crews,  and  two  boats  of  the  Bohio.  At 
7:30  firing  heard  in  a  northerly  direction.  Expedition  returned  at 
9  p.  m.  brmging  tliree  prisoners. 

Nowmber  26. — At  3:30  p.  m.  lowered  rifled  howitzer  into  the  prize 
sloop  and  fired  two  shells. 
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November  27, — At  4  a.  m.  Lieutenant-Commander  Hart,  with  9 
officers  and  27  armed  men  in  the  gig,  first  cutter,  and  prize  sloop, 
with  the  boat  howitzer,  left  the  ship,  in  company  with  boats  from 
the  brig  Bohio,  proceeded  on  an  expp<Htion  up  East  Bay. 

Decemhtr  8. — ^Uunning  along  near  the  shore,  At  9  a.  m.  saw  some 
salt  works  and  fired  a  shot  from  Parrott  gun  over  them.  Captain 
with  gig  and  i'u^t  and  second  cultiM-s,  all  armed,  went  ashore;  saw 
a  large  number  of  men  in  the  woods:  fired  auotlu>r  shell  over  them 
from  the  Parnttt  gun.  At  10:30  nit  luiiid.s  returned,  having  de- 
stroyed 24  saltpans.  Stood  to  the  westward.  At  II  headed  .shin 
to  the  eastward.  At  I  p.  m.  saw  salt  works:  landed  with  launch 
and  first  and  second  cutters,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Dubois,  and  brt>ke  up 
.'S5  salt  pans. 

D^ectmher  17. — From  S  t<)  12  m.:  Lying  off  Baton  Rouge;  ship 
cleared  for  action;  officoi-s  an<I  men  at  quarters.  At  8:^0  a.  m. 
Exsex  went  in  alongside  the  bank  abreast  of  tlie  town,  and  fired  a 
number  of  shells  over  the  town,  preparatoiy  to  landing  troops. 
Transports  landing  troops,  our  first  cutter  and  launch  assistmg 
troops  to  disembark. 

January  il,  IH6S. — At  10:30  p.  m.  lights  ashore  at  Plarpiemine, 
and  wc  were  liaUed  several  times.  At  10:50  sent  a  boat  near  the 
shore  and  learaed  that  a  party  of  cavalry  were  cut  off  3  miles  above 
the  bayou  and  wished  boats  to  cross  the  bayou. 

Junnurxf  Jh — At  11:45  a.  m.  heard  the  report  of  heavy  guns  up 
the  river. 

February  24- — At  11  a.  m.  sent  gig,  first  cutter,  and  launch,  in 
charge  of  Master's  Mate  Harcourt,  in  answer  to  signal  ".Send  all 
boats"  from  the  Mvmiasippi.  At  I  p.  m.  boats  retunu^d  from  rebel 
steamer  General  Sfterman.  with  prisoners,  which  they  put  on  Mvtsig- 
sipm. 

March  14. — Near  Crawford  Island.  At  1:.50  p.  m.  Hartford  fired 
a  gun  from  port  battery,  and  at  2:30  Essex  and  mortar  schooners 
opened  fire.  At  10:30  ffartfoni  stood  upstream  with  us  alongside 
fmlowed  by  the  Richmond^  Musiftsippi,  M onongahela ,  Geiunec,  ana 
Kittev.  At.  I  I  the  enciriy  opened  fire  from  tlui  batteries  of  Port  Hud- 
son, which  we  returned.  Charles  Kaick,  captain's  steward,  was 
killed  while  nobly  fighting  h's  gun.  At  12  nattle  still  going  on. 
During  the  fight  tJie  ^'arrott  gun  was  struck  by  a  shell  and  a  part 
of  the  right  trunnion  broke  olT;  a  ])tece  of  shell  pa.siscd  through  the 
smokestack.  The  ship  was  struck  by  small  pieces  of  shell  in  many 
placej*. 

March  IS. — At  12:45  a.  m.  pa».sed  out  of  reach  of  the  gims  of  Port 
Hudson.  At  2  saw  what  we  supposed  to  be  a  ship  burnmg  below 
Port  Hudson.  At  5:15  a  terrific  explosion  took  place  from  the 
burning  ship.  From  11  p.  m.  to  mionight  heard  heavy  firing  to 
the  southward  and  westward,  a  long  distance  off. 


Prkyate  diary  of  Captain  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  8.  Naiy,  186;?— No.  4—c<m^ 
tinned  from  Volume  18. 

July  IS,  1862. — At  6  a.m.  heard  reports  of  dUtant  gims  up  the  river, 
nearer  and  nearer.  At  7  firing  of  heavy  guns,  and  rapid.  Ordered 
up  steam  immediately  and  to  prepare  for  battle.     At  7 :  55  saw  rebel 
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ram  turning  the  bend  and  go  in  to  the  bank  under  the  city.  Made 
signal,  "Prepare  for  action."  Ordered  the  Kermaujton  and  Kuhn 
to  drop  down  out  of  tlie  way  and  the  latter  to  watch  the  result  and 
then  to  proceed  to  New  Orfeans  with  the  news.     The  mortar  boats 

Eroceeded  .iniincdiately  to  drop  down.  About  tlie  tiiqe  the  ram 
ove  in  sight  receivetl  a  message  from  General  Williams  announcing 
it«  presence;  al^o  one  of  this  ship's  officers.  Mr.  |  K.  S.  |  Lowe,  reached 
the  ship,  having  seen  her  approaching  from  alK>ve.  At  H:30  a.  m. 
nie»»eugt»r  from  flag-officer  (Master'w  Mate  Van  Allen  [K.  J.  Allen/)) 
broujrht  me  a  hotter  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  ram  and.  her  safe 
pa.s.saj;e  by  the  llect,  not  t»ne  of  Flajj-OlFicer  Farrajjut's  fleet  having 
steam  on;  Imt  that  bis  fleet  shouhl  fciUow  down  as  Hoon  as  he  ctmld 
get  up  steam  to  make  the  att^ick,  and  that  I  slmll  be  ready  to  assist, 
bhip  ttU  ready.  At  10:20  hove  up  anchor  and  kejji  underway.  Dis- 
covered nuirtar  boat  No.  13,  Slatuit  Jones,  on  hre  (lying  agroiind). 
At  10:30  she  blew  up.  Davis's  mortar  vessels  iiring  oc-casionallv, 
also  an  army  batterj'  (Kinnn's)  [Nims']  of  light  artulerv  from  ifie 
point  on  bend.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  Uag-omcer's  note 
sent  an  order  to  C-aptain  i{enshaw  to  bring  up  bis  mortars  again 
and  join  the  attack  which  llai^-ollicer  was  about  to  make.  \'2:A0 
p.  m.  WcHtjield  pas.sed  up  with  tliree  mortars  in  tow  and  placed  Ihem 
m  po.sition,  the  headmost  nne  being  near  the  Imrning  wreck,  and 
they  sliortly  began  tlirowing  shells,  tlie  rebel  batteries  opening  u|)on 
them,  their  shot,  except  one,  falling  short.  3:30  p.  m.  WeMptld 
towed  up  two  more  and  placed  them.  All  the  army  transports 
dropped  down  the  river.  In  the  morning,  when  the  ram  passed  by 
the  fleet,  some  of  our  shot  fired  from  the  other  side,  fell  into  the  river 
ahead  of  us,  passing  over  the  mortar  boats.  5:25  p.  m.  anchored 
in  sight  of  flagship.  At  6:30  flagship  made  signal  to  get  underway 
and  *^'to  form  second  order  of  saihng."  G:40  got  underway.  Fleet 
above  moving  slowly.  Getting  dark,  upper  natteries  very  lively. 
In  dark  twilight  saw  the  Iroquois,  followed  by  a  sliip,  turning  the 
bend.  All  the  batteries  in  full  play,  likewise  the  ram,  her  position 
being  marked  before  dark,  and  ner  fire  appearing  low  down  on  the 
water  and  pointed  upstream.  Darkness  and  smoke  wrapped  in 
all  the  vessels  for  a  while  tUI  they  began  to  emerge  below.  For  a 
long  interval  the  ram  did  not  fire  at  all,  and  hope*  sprang  up  tliat 
she  had  been  rammed,  but  at  the  very  close  his  tire  opened  again 
for  one  or  two  broadsides  after  our  vessels  had  ]>assed.  As  so4in  as 
the  IrwpitiiH  was  observed,  this  vessel  move<i  U[)  to  the  position  of 
Porter's  mortars  on  left  bank  and  played  her  two  rifles  (broadsides 
could  bear  on  no  battery)  on  the  natteries  on  that  side.  Wfstfi^ld 
on  starboard  quarter  and  the  burning  wreck  on  port  quarter,  well 
abaft  the  l>eam,  until  the  fleet  had  passed.  Eleven  primers  were 
exploded  on  tlu»  ."iO-pouuder  Daldgren  rifle  before  it  was  hred.  Posi- 
tion was  taken  on  the  left  bank,  in  order  to  avoid  being  run  into 
by  the  vessels  coming  down.  (^alle<i  to  see  the  (lag-officer  after 
anchoring  (9  p.  ni.).  No  one  of  his  fleet  saw  the  ram  in  their  descent, 
although  cvcrj'one  was  on  the  lookout  f<»r  her.  He  expressed  deep 
mortification  and  vexation  at  his  failure;  said  he  had  In'en  di.ssiiaded 
against  his  judgment  by  parties,  naming  them,  from  coming  down 
in  the  morning  and  there  had  been  unlooked-for  delay  in  starting 
his  fleet  after  signal  was  made.  It  is  a  terrible  business  and  fraught 
with  great  danger.    The  ram  must  be  attacked  with  resolution,  oC 


coiiree,  and  bo  destroyed  or  she  will  destroy  us.  It  would  be  an 
easy  conquest  but  for  the  batteries  which  surround  her  on  all  sides. 
July  16. — Heavy  rain,  with  squalls  of  wind,  all  day.  In  the  morn- 
ing, after  the  niin,  flas-officer  expressed  his  deterniinution  to  go  up 
and  attack  to-night  with  three  ships,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  ram 
SumUr,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Erhen.  This  gentleman  remem- 
bered that  his  delivery  pipe  washmkeu  and  that  he  could  do  nothing 
until  it  was  repaired,  autl  sent  to  Flag-OUieer  Davis's  fleet  a  wagon 
from  the  camp  to  bring  over  a  pipe,  wiiich  they  are  getting  ready  for 
him.  I  was  called  on  board  by  signal:  found  De  (I'amp.  ^Uden,  and 
Renshaw  there.  Flag-officer  ivmarked  to  me  that  he  wanted  to  go 
up  with  the  tliree  ships  at  night  and  what  1  thought  about  it.  1  was 
opposed  to  the  night  attack  for  the  reason  that  the  one  juat  made 
was  a  faibire;  thai  a  low  obje<-t  against  the  hank  could  not  be  siHrtr; 
besides,  the  night  will  he  dark  and  unsettled  and  the  wind  too  fresh 
to  work  tin-  ^lups  in  the  current  and  narrow  channel  where  we  can  not 
turn.  I  favored  a  day  attack.  Alden  said  it  is  the  specialty  of  the 
iroru-lads  and  rams  of  Davis's  lleet,  and  that  they  should  do  it;  there 
was  reason  in  this.  But  Hag-ofneor  remarked  tlval  he  could  not<?on- 
trol  them,  and  could  oidy  trust  to  his  own  vessels;  true,  (^aptain 
Alden  left,  saying  he  w  as  ready  for  anything  flag-oflTicer  and  I  should 
a^ee  upon,  f>ut  sucgested  nothing  niore  tnan  as  above.  Sent  the 
IHnoUi  ahead  after  dark  to  look  out. 
July  17.---Q  a.  m.  called  to  see  liag-officer  in  obedience  to  signal. 
Lpresent.  Captains  Palmer,  Alden,  and  Lee.  Had  heard  from  Flag- 
1  Officer  Davis,  who  was  not  yet  prepared  for  an  attack,  and  argued 
against  the  e.xpedieucy,  alh^ing  tlie  hazard  of  all  that  has  been  won 
upon  the  river.  The  ram  Sumter  not  ready;  lluugs  in  statu  quo, 
though  fiag-oflicer  is  very  impatient.  1  suggested  the  loss  of  every- 
tliin^  from  this  to  Fort  Jackaon  below  New  Oneanu  as  the  consequence 
of  his  defeat  under  the  fort«,  with  the  loss  of  the  stiips,  or  theu*  pro- 
pellers even,  haWng  no  reserve  except  the  Pensacola  and  Mississippi, 
lor  the  gunboats  could  not  be  counted  on.  Parties  on  the  hill  abeam 
fortifying  it.  5:^0  p.  m.  two  batteries  below  tlie  city  opened  fire  on 
us.  Dropped  lower  downstream  and  anchored.  Presently  after,  a 
rille  ball  passed  between  ni}'  masts,  lodging  in  the  river  bank  at  the 
canal;  weighed  anchor  and  dropped  down  about  .100  yards.  Tried 
in  vain  to  fire  the  Dahlgren  50-pounder  rifie.  Mortars  of  Davis's  fleet 
keeping  the  ram  muving,  several  sliells  bursting  over  it  and  others 
falling  close  by.     Parties  trying  to  work  on  her. 

July  IS. — Observe  no  fires  on  the  ram  this  morning,  lying  snugly 
alongside  of  wharf  boat;  wagons  coming  to  and  going  from  her. 
9  a.  hi.  obser^'ed  partitas  throwing  up  wvirks  on  the  hill  abeam,  so  close 
to  us  that  1  saw  their  mea-suring  line.  Hill  about  200  feet  lii^h,  and 
next  to  the  quaker  gun;  oignalized  same  to  llag-olficer.  Fired  sl\ 
rifle  shuts  at  them  without  their  leaving  their  work.  Estimated 
distance  \\  miles.  This  time  got  off  the  oO-poniider  rille  by  filling 
vent  with  fine  powder  and  using  perruHsion  primers  instead  of  friction. 
Saw  Hag-officer,  who,  ordering  me  to  fill  up  supplies  for  three  months 
from  the  Kifii^in^n,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  droppmg  down 
from  the  new  battery,  which  he  assented  to,  saving  it  is  "  better  for  the 
fleet  to  lay  hehiw  the  island  "  in  case  the  ram  Khali  conu'  out.  1 ;  10 
p.  m.  dropped  down  a  half  mile  {Hartford  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead), 
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roady  to  receive  the  store  steamer  KenMn^ton.     4  n.  ra.  received  her 
ftlon^ido  and  took  out  Iho  siinplies  which  she  couM  fTimish. 

July  t9.~Q  a.  m.  Hartford  aio]>|>ed  down  to  the  Kuhn,  1  mile  lower 
down,  to  take  in  uoal.  nam  ArkauMON  uiuler  tlif  city  hattvries.  ajipar- 
entlv  without  sloani.  He  fired  several  sIhUs  up  the  river  and  also  at 
tlie  Forl.s  at  the  upper  I'lul  i)f  tlie  city.  Tluee  new  guns  apjwar  to  have 
heen  placed  there.  Hh'lnnnifd  canie  up  and  anchored  on  starboard 
quarter.     At  8  p.  m.  //f^/y/iW  anchored  uliead  of  us  half  cable's  leugth- 

Jnhj  30.— Q :  :in  a.  in.  wei;2:hed  and  ancliored  one  cable's  length  ahead 
of  liarijonl,  OnnJa  t.m  port  bow. 

Ju!if  31 .  P.  in.  (lat;-i>lhcer  ordered  up  the  five  morlnrs  for  slielhng 
the  hatterii*s,  and  ordered  Iho  captains  to  load  with  solid  shot  for 
attacking  the  mm  ArhmmH  at  3  o'clock  next  morning.  8:30  p.  rn. 
the  Westjidd  mn  aground  aheaiu  of  us  nearly  one  cable  distant.  Sent 
him  an  order  from  Genend  Williams  for  steamer  Ihtrtuflr  to  tug  him 
oft',  and  ofFered  my  own  services:  declined.  .Afterwards  he  aeeppt«i 
a  haw.ser  Hud  then  rasi  it  olT.  1*2:30  p.  m.  Sriotn  and  Piiutiti  tuwing 
mortars  into  posititui. 

Juiy  33. — 12:30  a.  m.  lUervilU  got  the  WfMfifld  afloat;  2:40  a.  m. 
received  Mr.  Seymour,  river  pilot,  from  Flag-C)llic<;'r  Daviss  fleet. 
3  a.  m.  called  all  hands  and  waited  for  signal  to  get  underway.  4:50 
a.  m.  iiriii^  began  from  upper  Imlteries,  ah  the  ft>rts  farther  down 
gradually  joining  in.  5  a.  m.  l\ag-oflircr  made  signal  to  get  under- 
way. 5: 10  underway.  U.  S.  Ironclad  Ksnex  appeared,  coming  down 
the  river,  shot  falling  around  her  like  hail.  She  moved  slowly.  Ram 
Arkansas  lay  against  the  hank,  under  a  batterj"  of  t>ix  guns,  at  the 
upper  point  of  the  citv  4>r  at  the  bayou.  Both  the  iron  combatants 
were  more  or  less  enveloped  in  smoke;  we  could  see  but  little  of  them. 
tJs^fX  appeared  to  run  into  the  bank  ahead  of  the  Arkansas;  then,  in 
backii»g  out,  the  current  swept  her  rapidlv  down.  Essfx  heading  up 
for  the  enemy,  hut  appeared  to  gain  notfiing  ahea<l.  After  hanging 
there  stationary  for  some  minutes,  and  all  the  batteries  pouring  tlieir 
sliot  upon  him.  she  bore  away  and  stood  down  the  river.  During  this 
exciting  s<'ene  the  I'.  S.  ram  ironela<l  Snmtfr  steamed  ahead  of  the 
fleet  about  1  mile  and  lay  their,  steam  on.  .'J:  15  flag-oflicer  made 
signal  "  Prepare  for  action."  5:25.  the  Hssrj  apiiearing  to  beengaginl 
Wltli  the  Arhitifins,  Hag-ofhcer  made  signal  to  tlie  fleet  "Go  ahead." 
Steamed  up  to  the  nu>rtar>s.  5:3S  llag-oflicer  mude  "Action  com- 
mence." 5:10,  Fust'j  still  nioving  down,  ilai^-oOicer  made  signal 
''Action  disc:(mtinue."  5:45  fi'sNcx  j>aN.si'd  under  the  stern  of  iJart- 
ford.  5:50  flag-oflicer  made  signal  "Anchor,"  and  we  anchored 
(at  6).  When  the  Ka/trj-  was  about  a  mile  down  the  river  below  the 
ArkatiJias,  a  ram  from  Davis's  fleet  rounded  the  point  alu^ad  and 
dashed  boldly  at  the  rebel.  Making  oue  blow,  he  proi:ei>ded  up  tlie 
river  with  all  speed  under  ti  heavy  Are  of  shot.  Though  hit  in  several 
places,  only  two  .shot  penetrated,  goin^  tlmiugh.  One  of  thorn 
appeared  to  bave  heen  a  X-inch  shell,  wlueh  explo<led,  kiding  I  man 
and  wounding  3.  The  other  was  50-nound  rifle,  which,  passing 
through  the  side  diaponafly.  kiuK'ked  olr  three  paddle  buckets.  The 
F'ssfx  was  covered  with  an  armor  of  I -inch  sheet  iron  and  one-quarter 
incli  of  gutla-perclm  between  that  and  the  wood;  the  iron  plates  are 
corrufrated.  Flag-Ofiicer  Davis  wrote  to  Flag-Oflicer  Fariagut  not 
to  thmk  of  passmg  the  balteries;  that  he  would  "destroy  the  ram 
Arkansas  or  drive  Tier  down"  to  liim  (Flag-Offjcer  Fnrragiit),  and  as 
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the  thick  wood  on  the  bend  intercepted  all  view  of  Flag-Officer  Davia, 
we  could  make  out  nothing  that  was  j^oinc  on  in  his  fleet.  There  waa 
iiuiutncnt  dunser  of  a  pell-mell  collisiou  if  we  had  ^oiic  up,  and  meet- 
ing the  fleet  oi  Davis  eoming  down,  wlueli  we  knew  nut  what  to  think 
of.  There  ifi  a  hearty  spirit  in  the  fleet  to  risk  mueh  to  ^et  ut  the  ram. 
July  :23.-li  a.  ni.  heavy  flring  down  the  river.  It  turne<l  out  to  be 
liorao  artillerj*  at  Warienton,  following  up  transport  Ceres.  {)  a.  m. 
went  to  say  good- bv  to  (^onnnandor  S.  P.  Jjee,  of  iUe  Oneida,  who  is 
called  to  reix»rt  at  vVusliiiigton  witli  duspuleh.  10  a.  ni.  rclwl  ram 
moved  up  tnc  river  out  of  sight,  as  if  meditating  something  against 
Davis.  Met  Captains  Ivt'c,  Alden,  and  Crosby  on  board  the  llortjord, 
flag-i^ihcer  having  signaled  for  captains  to  go  on  board  to  him.  1  whh 
not  present  ut  anv  ttonsultation  and  lieard  no  one's  opinion  expressed 
but  that  of  Captain  Lee.  Captwin  .VIden  remarked  to  me  that  the  lire 
to  which  the  hssex  luui  been  exposetl  would  have  sunk  any  ship  in  the 
fleet.  Lee  thoujjht  that  the  ships  should  drop  down  below  tlie  shual, 
as  the  river  is  (ailing  fast,  and  place  ourselves  within  reach  of  our 
supplies  and  there  guard  the  river  below,  Flag-Oflicer  Davis  having 
expressed  himself  to  Flag-Oflieer  FaiTagut  as  able  to  meet  the  enemy. 
My  own  opinion,  as  expressed  to  the  flag-olhcer.  is  that  he  should  not 
stake  the  command  of  the  river  upon  an  attack  from  the  ram  under 
the  batteries  at  Vick-sburg;  that  the  river  being  narrow  in  thi'  channel, 
his  ships  eould  not  turn  there,  aiul  a  djstuster  to  our  situation  woidd 
pi*obably  bring  disaster  to  all,  either  by  shot  i>r  grnuuiling,  and  that 
no  ship  could  lie  under  the  batteries  there  without  being  .sunk.  The 
river  is  falling  fast  and  shortly  he  would  not  be  able  to  go  down  at  all, 
and  could  not  lie  here,  as  we  sue  them  establishing  comnuLuding  bat- 
teries on  the  heights  abreast  of  us,  and  have  ha<l  their  .shots  through 
our  rigging,  and  should  have  supplies  cut  off  from  us  as  the  water 
falls;  that  not  a  vessel  of  his  fleet  eould  cross  some  of  the  bars  at  low 
water  to  supoly  liun.  In  fine,  that  the  loss  of  his  ships  would  lose 
the  river  antl  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  He  might  he  somewhi'n^ 
Im'Iow  Manehac  Shoal,  which  is  said  to  be  the  last  shoal  in  the  river, 
and  there  cover  the  city  against  any  attack  from  above.  Getting 
sick  of  fever.  *  *  *  Was  informed  by  flag-ofticer  that  Davis 
inlrcunhni  to  keep  the  h'ssfx  and  Sumter  below  Vicksburg  after  <U)r 
departure.  He  thought  it  very  unwise,  but  Flag-Oflicer  Davis  wa.s 
judge  and  master  of  his  own  fleet.  The  tnK)ps  being  romove<l  fixtm 
wliere  we  go,  the  overlaml  between  these  vessels  will  be  cut  ofT  by 
guerrillas,  and  all  supplies  likewise.  I  consider  it  unsafe  for  his  nwn 
fleet  above,  as  well  as  the  two  vessels  down  here.  5  p.  ni.  Captain  Ijee 
came  to  see  me  and  said  the  river  communication  aoove  has  become 
so  un.safe  he  a]>])lie<l  to  flag-t>thcer  to  let  him  take  the  route  via  New 
Orleans  ami  it  was  granted;  that  the  three  shi|>s  will  drop  down 
to-morrow,  leaving  the  gunboata  and  sloops  Iroqiioin  and  Oneida 
behind,  to  convoy  General  Williams  down  as  soon  as  be  is  ready.  6 
p.  ni.  went  to  see  flag-oflicer.  Met  General  WUliams  there,  who 
thought  be  would  be  rea<ly  by  noon  to-morrow.  Flag-olfieer  said  he 
should  drop  the  ship.s  ^lown  in  the  forenoon  and  leave  there  four  gun- 
boats and  two  slo<)ps  named,  to  send  the  troops  off;  that  his  snips 
must  pass  down  below  the  shoal  at  Hole  in  the  Wall,  above  Natchez, 
and  there  wait  the  tniops,  who  were  (expected  to  overtake  him  before 
that.  He  was  evidently  anxious  about  the  water,  the  Kennehec  and 
Katahdin  having  just  como  up  and  given  different  accounts  of  the 
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water,  though  neither  of  them  was  very  encouragine.  FIap-ofFic«r 
again  pxpro.ssetl  his  astiinitihinpiit  that  Davis  slimila  tnink  uf  kef-jiiiif; 
tno  EfiSf-x  aiui  SumUr  alono  holnw  the  city.  I  ri^i>ortwl  to  flag-oflicer 
that  the  pnomv  appoar  to  bo  placine  haU^ries  on  the  levoo  a  httlp 
forwarfl  of  our  neam ;  ho  saw  tho  nien,l)ut  doubted  it.  I  alwi  reported 
to  Mm  that  iiion  on  tho  hills  one  point  fonvard  of  our  beanv  distant  1 J 
miles,  were  working  upon  a  jrun  there,  t-alled  tho  **quaker,"  That 
it  in  no  quakor,  hut  a  navy  .Ti-pounder,  of  57-hundredweipht.  I  can 
see  plainly  tlirough  the  cascahel  ring.  I  /ired  two  shoU  at  them  fnjm 
the  Parrott  30-poundcr  at  7  degrees  elevation  and  drove  them  away. 
8:30  a.  rn.  the  ram  Arkansas  moved  .slowly  up  the  rivor  close  against 
the  bank,  and  about  0:  .'JO  diaappeared  behind  the  point:  severalshots 
fired.  P.  m.  ram  moved  down,  bringing  the  fleet  in  view,  and  lay 
under  the  liank.  Srvt*ral  shells  thrown  at  the  ram  AH'anttns  and  was 
answered  by  the  shore  batteriej^  in  a  lively  strain.  The  heaw  firing 
heard  down  the  river  at  this  hour  (.'i:30  a.  m.)  proved  to  haveheen  at 
Warrent^m,  on  the  transport  Ceres  (killing  one  captain,  United  States 
Anuy),  by  horse  artilleiy,  which  waited  for  her  below  and  followed 
ber  up  the  levee  as  far  a8  thev  could. 

Juty  24- — 6  a.  m.  ram  Ariansa^  lying  against  tho  bank  in  a  kind  of 
cove,  head  downstream,  having  shifted  her  berth  last  night.  Thegiin 
called  the  "(piaker"  has  disappeared  and  another,  apparently  smaller 
and  rifled,  is  established  about  3  feet  of  it.  pointing  a  little  up  the 
river,  seemingly  across  the  neck  of  land,  which  is  here  open  anil 
exposes  Daviss  fleet.  Another  two-gun  battery  1  mile  higher  up  has 
a  large  party  raising  a  mound  behiml  these  guns  as  if  for  another  gun. 
These  guns,  like  the  one  just  noticed,  are  pointed  up  tlie  river  toward 
the  bond.  Enemy  busy  on  the  levee  also.  These  guns  sent  shuts 
between  my  masta  the  other  Ahy,  and  could  drive  us  away  at  any 
moment,  hut  it  seems  to  be  their  policy  not  to  disturb  us,  as  the  river 
is  falling.  10:30  some  of  tho  army  transports  dropped  down,along- 
side  of  the  mortar  vessels,  as  if  to  take  them  in  tow,  and  all  of  them 
busy  embarking  troops.  I  p.  m.  all  the  transports  clear  of  the  banks 
ancf  the  £"*scx  naulea  off  into  stream.  Gunboats  Katohdin,  Pinvl^i. 
Kennebec,  and  Sciota  dropping  downstream.  Signal  for  Wr.Mjieid  to 
get  underway.  1 :20  p.  m.  received  a  sketch  of  the  order  for  proceed - 
ing  down  tho  river  July  24  as  follows: 

WestfieM  i 

Schta  ^  . 

Phiola  I  0 

Irot/uois  ^ 

One  Ida  ^ 

Richmond  A 

IJartjvrd  ^ 

lironklyn  k 

No  distance  assigned. 

(P.  S.  The  transports  did  not  observe  tliis  order,  but  seemed  to  run 
in  with  tho  headmost  gunbtiata,  the  river  channel  being  narrow.) 
1:40  p.  m.  Iroqums  and  Oneidn  got  underway.  2  p.  m.  signal  for 
Brooklifn  and  Richmond  to  get  underway.  2:0S  all  the  fleet  under- 
way, dropping  down,  head  upstream,  Essex  and  SumUr  lying  side  by 
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Ti-ausporte. 


side,  Sttmter  tied  to  the  bank,     jdri-fffwrn^  under  the  batteries,  upper 

r>art  of  city,  head  down  river,  steam  up.  'S>\o  Kssex  and  SjinilFr, 
laving  cast  off,  accompanied  the  lleet  down  the  river  again.  Davis's 
mortars  at  work  boinhardiiiK.  6:50  anchored  off  New  Carthage, 
Emsex  and  ^unUer  in  company. 

July  46. — 5 :  30  a.  m,  weighed  anchor  and  stood  down  river  with  the 
fleet.  7:45  heard  guns  down  the  river.  8:25  at  Grand  Gulf,  pre- 
pared for  action;  saw  not  a  Hving  tiling  there,  nor  house;  all  burned; 
flpsolation  c^omnlete.  10: 15  passed  Rodney;  people  in  town  as  usual. 
Wharf  boat  lyuig  high  und  ilry,  50  yards  from  the  water.  Phiohi 
brought  out  two  flatboats  to  destroy  them.  12: 10  passed  by  Cole's 
Creek,  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  that  bend;  is  an  insignificant 
crt^ek;  it  is  not  seen  until  one  is  right  abreast  of  it.  Its  approach  may 
be  known  from  the  south  by  the  apoearauee  of  dead  tops  of  trees,  all 
the  banks  here  being  lined  with  heavy  timber  of  thick  verdure. 
Lower  down  the  high  hills  there  arc  distinctly  visible  a  half  mile  dis- 
tant. One  mile  lower  down  the  hills  approach  close  to  the  river 
bank.  It  can  be  made  very  formidable  to  a  fleet.  Saw  some  fresh 
earth  thrown  up  there,  andsix  or  eight  men  cautiously  peeping  over 
the  crest  of  Ja  nigh  hill.  2  p.  ni.  army  transi)orts  stopped  to  wood; 
fleet  turned  and  lay  by  them.  Proceeded  down  the  river  in  com- 
pany at  3:20.  4:15  pai5sed  Natchez:  5:55  Ellis  Cliffs  na.sscd.  At 
this  latter  place  saw  some  men  hoveriJig  on  the  hills  in  the  distance. 
7 :  30  anchored  10  miles  below  Ellis  Cliffs. 

July  46. — 5:30  a.  m.  proceeded  down  river,  Essm  and  Sumter  in 
company.  At  dawn  the  Oneida  went  down  the  river.  No  anny 
transports  in  sight.  S  a.  m.  pa-s-sed  Adams  Fort,  several  lighters  and 
Oatboats  floating  downstream.  1 1 :30  a.  m.  passed  mortar  boat  No. 
19  aground  on  left  bank,  attended  by  army  transport  Morning  Light, 
having  sick  soldiprs  aboard.  Flag-oflicer  sent  hatnhd'm  and  Kenne- 
hec  to  get  her  off:  she  lay  a  little  above  Morganza.  4:30  p.  m.  the 
fleet  anchored  off  Baton  Kouge,  army  transports  present.  Found 
the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Donald  McN.  Fairfax,  and 
Kineo  to  an  anchor.  5  p.  m.  Harriet  Lane  came  up  from  below  and 
proceeded  up  river,  accompanied  by  Cayuga,  hssex  and  Sumter 
came  down. 

July  47,  Sunday  tuxm. — Fleet  proceeded  down  the  river,  leaving 
Katahdin  and  Kineo  and  army  transports  to  an  anchor.  Khspx  and 
Samter  taking  in  corI.  6:.^0  p.  m.  anchored  above  College  Bend. 
Heavy  showers  of  rnin,  with  sharp  lightning. 

Jufy  JS. — 5:10  a.  ni.  ships  weighed  anchor  and  went  down  the 
river.  From  Ked  River  down,  many  more  men  (at  least  twice  the 
number)  obser\'ed  at  the  villages  and  settlements,  particularivhetween 
FWton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans.  1 1 :20  a.  m.  passed  \J.  S.  ship  Ports- 
mouth to  an  anchor  above  Carrollton.  12  m.  anchored  off  New 
Orleans,  finding  present  the  Pen.mcoIa,  Miaififisippi,  Ifanca,  and  the 
Bteatiiers  Connfcticwt  and  Te/nnessee,  and  <piite  a  large  commercial 
shipping.  Saw  the  flag-officer  about  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  done 
to  this  ship,  partiruhirizing  amidships,  where  she  was  stnirk  bj"-  ram 
Mauft^naity  having  her  ceiling  broken  for  S^  feet  lielow  the  woter  line; 
also  shot  holes  near  wood  m  the  bow  and  under  the  counter.  He 
authorized  the  shot  holes  referred  to  to  be  repaired  by  shore  carpen- 
ters, who  reported  the  necessary  time  aa  two  or  three  Ja^-s. 
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July  29, — 10  u.  111.  Mr.  Manning,  .sliip  carpenter  from  the  shore, 
came  on  board  to  make  tlw  oxainuiations.  Noon.  Ueav\'  raiii 
during  two  hoxirs.  Mr.  Manning  was  to  he  off  to-morrow  morning. 
In  the  morning  loosed  sails  to  dry  nnii  furleti"  (hem  at  1 1  a.  m.  upon  the 
appearam:e  of  rain.  Took  on  Iward  sucli  supplier  as  the  store  vess4'l3 
could  furnlsli  of  provisions  and  ^ship's  »t4tres.  ti  p.  m.  sent  to  the 
Connecticut  7  sick  and  S  men  to  he  discharged. 

Juhj  30. — !>  a.  m.  earpenters  came  off  U>  ship  with  stu^o  for  r(*piur 
for  closing  the  shot  holes  in  bow  an<l  under  iransoin. 

July  Si. — Carpenters  at  work.  Saw  a  hoy,  John  Catoii,  on  board 
U.  S.  S.  Mi^siiittrpm.,  wh(i  has  been  serving  in  Mobile  Bay  on  board 
the  steamer  Flonmi,  Ca])tain  Hays,  and  90  men.  Florida  mounts 
two  S-inoh  riilea  and  two  iX-inch  .smoothl>orrs.  four  gims;  very  fast, 
and  was  the  old  Mobile  packet.  Mt^rffan.  (\>mnmnder  Randolph  built 
for  giinhiiat,  mounts  two  rifled  82-poundei*s  (one  in  how  and  stem^ 
each)  and  eight  ^-J-pounders,  snnK)ll]  hriiud.si(h>.s — ten  guns  in  all. 
QainfK,  Captain  Hunter,  the  same  build  and  armament;  both  of  them 
side-wheel  ami  very  fast.  Ram  and  ironclad  like  Merrimack,  side- 
wheel  and  very  faiit,  12  knotvS.  Tlie  hoy  says  these  boulM  are  faster 
than  the  Fiorifh,  and  are  manned  with  sailors  and  Manila  men. 
Whenever  several  vessels  appear  off  the  liay  all  the  steamers  run  up 
to  the  city.  He  also  reports  a  sailing  vessel,  armed  with  four  :V2- 
pounders.  to  he  sunk  on  Dog  River  Bar,  between  the  piles,  as  mouu  as 
we  appear:  that  a  gieat  many  piles  have  been  driven  lo  close  the 
bar,  and  that  several  batteries  are  erected  opposite  on  the  beach  from 
there  up  U>  the  city.  This  does  not  look  Hke  light.  The  Florida  gen- 
erally lies  down  the  bay  at  GrantV  Pa.ss  (winch  is  effectually  closed  by 
two  sunken  steamers).  She  stops  there  of  nights  and  keeps  a  bad 
lookout;  boy,  who  Ls  smart  and  bold. says  slie  maybe  easilvcaptui'ed 
by  a  launch  at  night,  ''and  Umt  he  wouhl  like  to  do  it.'**  He  and 
another  boy  .swam  ashore  si.x  weeks  agt»,  using^hfe  nreservers.  Her 
deck.s  are  not  moit>  than  2  feet  alM>ve  water.  F<>rt  M<»iyHn  has  about 
600  mou  in  it  and  mounUs  1 10  gwns,  "  none  of  them  bearing  on  Navy 
Cove,"  the  boy's  own  remark.  But  they  have  batterie.'^  across  the 
neck  of  land,  and  have  troops  from  Vii^mia  lo  man  them.  I  guess 
they  are  from  Corinth.  Fort  Gaines  mcmiiLs  10  guns.  Cedar  Point, 
the  guns  are  taken  away  to  Mobile.  The  boy  is  i)!>serving  und  intelli- 
gent, and  wise  beyond  hi.s3*ears — about  16  years  old,  fromMemplu»— 
Irish  born. 

AutjUHt  2. — .5  p.  m.  carpenters  finished  fitting  plank  over  the  shot 
holes  received  m  the  bow.  broadside,  and  under  the  transom — five 
in  all.  The  broken  plank  amidships,  made  by  ram  Manasmttt  on  2-llh 
April,  extending  SJ  feet  below  the  ^\ut{'r  line,  is  ex|>ee(cd  t(»  be  re- 

E aired  at  Pensacola.  It  is  i\  flangerous  lissure.  and  shotdd  be  repaired 
efore  going  o)it  to  sea.  though  the  llag-ollicer  postpones  the  work. 
2:30  p.  m.  wgan  to  (aki^  coal  from  the  CharUs  P.  Stxckncy. 

Au^iiit  S,  Sunday. — t  a.  m.  coaling  ship.  12:30  p.  m.  sent  90 
men  on  liberty  (S5  each)  until  noon  to-morrow.  Kinishe<l  coaling. 
*     *     *     Enguieer  report-s  total  coal  on  board,  19.t\  tons. 

Au<fust  4.— Surveyed  the  boilers  <>f  the  V .  S.  S.  AfiAttijutijtpi.  Bot^ 
torn  both  boilers  worn  very  tliin  and  the  rivets  eaten  off,  leaving  open 
holes;  also  starboard  lK)iler  worn  into  holes  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
&ont.    Reported  time  to  repair  the  same  from  one  week  to  ten  days. 
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Tlii^  packing  of  tho  enffine-s  also  woni  and  rotted  out;  can  be  repaired 
same  time  By  hiring  boilerniakers  from  shore. 

Amjusl  .?.^TIie  neceasarv  repairs  \w'm^  ordered,  made  it  necessary 
for  tlus  ship  to  stop  in  tlie  river  until  the  Misftisaipjii  shall  ho  ready 
for  sei-vicp. 

Auffust  6. — Midnight.  Steamer  TmiLfftHrf  returned  from  Raton 
Roug:e  and  reported  that  large  rebel  foree  under  [J.  V.]  Breckinridge 
attacked  Raton  Uouge  on  the  ath.  at  4  a.  m.,  and  were  rppuUed,  hiit 
that  we  had  lost  the  brave  and  gallant  (ieneral  Williatus,  eonwnandin}; 
our  forces,  killed  at  theii-  head  whilst  forming  the  riglit  wing  2.50 
kdled,  wi)unded,  and  missing.  Flug-otFu'er  sent  me  word  to  get 
underway  at  daylight  to  uceoiujmiiy  him  Uf)  the  river.  By  the  way, 
the  Teniifsitff  also  reported  the  ironiltid  Arhtn.'niit  a.s  being  in  sight 
at  the  point  above  Raton  Rouge  and  it  is  lo  destroy  her  that  the  (lag- 
ofEcer  is  going  ui)  the  river.  The  Esaex  and  two  gunboats  had  matle 
no  attack,  the  Te-nntssft  having  left  there  at  2  p.  m.  At  4  a.  m.  T 
went  lo  see  fiag-ofhcer  and  told  liini  that  I  had  100  men  on  liberty  in 
the  city  and  wanted  to  get  them  on  board,  but  woidd  follow  him  up 
at  8  o'clock,  lie  replied,  I  might  stop  till  12  o'clock,  if  necewiary. 
5:30  sent  the  officers  on  .'^hore  to  hunt  up  my  men  and  set  them  on 
board  [and  to]  emnloy  the  police.  8<»veral  Vessels  of  the  fleet  had 
men  on  shore  ana  all  the  fleet,  except  the  three  steamships  and 
Oneida,  were  overhauling  machinerr,  vet  every  exertion  was  made 
to  start  every  vessel  that  could  be  made  to  move,  except  the  /V/wa- 
coUi.  At  5:80  the  flag-officer  in  the  Ilaiilord  proceeded  up  the  river. 
10:15  a.  m.,  having  gotten  on  board  all  my  men  hut  IX,  weighe<l 
anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  making  7  miles  per  hour.  R  p.  m., 
the  steamer  Stillif  HoHjisofi  having  pa.-wed  ahead  of  us  some  6  or  S 
miles,  heani  five  cannon  fired  ahfiul  uf  us  at  Donaldsonville.  Sup- 
posing them  to  be  at  her,  loaded  six  guns  of  pi)rt  battery  with 
shell.  In  ]>a.ssing  that  village  observeil  nothing  unusual  until  we 
had  passed  down  the  bayou  2  nulevS,  when  a  vitlley  uf  rilles  was  fired 
over  the  ship.  Returned  it  immediately  with  the  stem  gim,  the 
only  one  that  could  bear.  Seeing  nothing  more,  proceeded  on  xmlil 
we  met  the  army  transport  Whiteman  going  down  with  wounded 
soldiers  on  boara.  Turned  down  and  gave  liim  convoy,  passed 
Donaldsonville,  j>art.ing  with  him  about  U  o'clock:  then  procewled 
up  the  river  again  and  anchored  above  Manchac  Rend,  where  wo 
fotmd  the  liartjnrd;  was  joine*!  there  by  the  Jackson  and  Wesffirld. 
Anchored  at  11:. 59. 

Anffiist  7. — 5:30  went  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  liag-officcr. 
12  meridian  reached  Rat<m  Rouge  and  were  c^ijifirmed  as  lo  the  ram 
ArkatiAQs  having  been  blown  up  on  the  6th  at  10  a.  m.  At  !):30  of 
that  day  the  hsJffx,  followed  by  the  Sumtfr,  Vm/nga,  and  Kineo, 
went  up  to  attack  the  ram  Arkansas,  which  lay  against  the  bank. 
The  Etisex  fired  several  shots  and  the  Arkaimis  one  gun.  Shortly 
after  her  people  were  seen  to  leave  her  and  she  in  flames.  She  finally 
drifted  nut  intu  the  river  and  blew  tin,  No  other  ves.sel  was  in  her 
company.  This  news  lightened  our  hearts,  giving  us  great  joy,  as 
no  one  Icnew  how  far  she  w  as  formidable:  yet  we  had  but  little  respect 
for  her  *  *  *  The  rebel  troops  attacked  again  on  the  tith.  at 
2  p.  m.,  but  were  shelled  out  by  the  gunboats  >vith  great  loss.  2  p.  m. 
the  Scwta,  Captain  Lowiy,  joined  the  flag-officer.    The  Cai/uga, 
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Kineo,  and  Katahdin  being  hero-  upon  her  urrival.  5  p.  m.  Oneida 
ramc  U|>  and  rpportpd  thar  al  I  a.  m.  annv  tr«nsport  Whitrmau, 
having  woiimieu  on  Umrtl.  run  info  her  at  ^rhirty  Mile  Point  and 
sank,  farryin^  down  with  her  40  soldiers;  70  wt're  saved  and  put  on 
the  Pinnla,  whirh  returned  to  New  Orleans  with  them.  9  p.  m.  the 
gunboats  threw  a  few  shelU  into  the  woods  above  and  below  Baton 
Rouge. 

August  8. — 7:30  a.  m.  ♦  *  *  CUflmi  came  up  and  reported 
having  run  into  the  Sciotfj,  which  went  down  last  nigla  as  convoy. 
Cat/itga  having  gone  up  tlie  river  soiue  10  or  \Fi  inile8,  reported  an 
encampment  of  rebels  back  from  the  river.  1 1  :.'J0  got  ship  iinth-rway 
to  examine  tiie  (:<Hiiitry  from  nmsllieads.  Ascended  as  far  as  Thomas 
Hend.  12  or  I.t  miles,  but  could  see  nothing,  the  coxintry  on  banks 
being  lint  and  the  left  bunk  densely  wooded.  I:."iO  p.  ni.  returned 
down  river.  Last  night  six  men  fntm  ram  ArhuiJtafi  came  on  boani, 
having  deserted  their  o/ficers  about  20  miles  up  the  river.  They  <ame 
down  in  two  boats,  one  party  four  hours  ahead  of  the  oilier.  All  of 
them  united  or  agreed  in  stating  that  her  machinery  called  the 
''wrist,"  comiecting  rod,  I  suppose,  broke  the  night  she  first  arrived 
at  the  bond  above  Baton  Kouge.  and  that  she  was  (piite  helpless  all 
the  next  day  in  consetpience,  wlien  it  was  being  repaired  ashorp  at 
some  bliu'ksmith's  shop.  It  was  repaired,  however,  after  a  fashion, 
and  she  was  eonstderea  as  well  preptired  fur  battle  lus  ihey  conhl  make 
her  here.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  0th,  when  the  /•,'««' x  was  oliscrved 
t>)  be  approaching,  she  put  off  from  the  shore  to  attack  her  and  had 
scarcely  cleared  the  shore  before  she  broke  her  other  "  wrist"  and 
regained  the  bank  again  as  soon  as  possible,  stern  downstream  am)  a  lit- 
tle athwart  the  stream.  They  tried  Ijj  get  her  head  around,  Imlcould 
not.  She  was  verj'  vulnerflble  in  her  stem,  where  her  machinery 
lay,  being  covered  there  with  lliree-fourths  or  one-inch  iron.  They 
did  not  know  whether  the  ^s#*j:  hit  her  or  not;  saw  one  shell  strike 
water  near  her  stern.  The  Arkansas  having  on  ly  one  gun  to  bear,  lired 
that  once  only,  and  then  liegan  to  abandtm  her.  The  cantain  (Ste- 
vens, U.  K.)  fired  her  in  several  places  and  \%as  (|uite  badly  bunicd. 
Lieutenant  Barbot,  formerly  of  the  Ktivy,  was  on  board,  Millignn 
[Samuel  Milliken?]  and  some  others;  among  them  was  Read,  who 
brought  the  woumled  from  between  the  forts  in  the  rebel  gunboat. 
MrRftf  to  New  Orleans  on  the  26th  April,  promising,  if  aUowed  to 
land  them,  to  return  next  day  with  his  vessel  to  the  forts  whi«!i  jiad 
not  yet  surrendered;  but  next  nmrning  the  Mcliae  was  found  at 
Algiers  abandoned  and  sunk.  These  refugees  sai<l  she  was  nierwd 
by  several  shot  and  one  .shell  in  pursuing  the  Heet  on  the  loth  July, 
suiTerod  considerably,  and  had  several  killed  and  wounded.  On  t^e 
morning  of  the  22d  July,  when  the  Ennex  came  down,  the  Arkan^fos 
}\a.d  only  (wo  guns'erews  on  boanl,  was  the  n-a.son  she  showed  so 
little  fight,  had  a  few  killed  and  wounded  by  our  shot  pa.ssing  thnmgh 
the  porthole.  She  left  Vicksluirg  at  2  a.  m.  3d  August  to  attack  iho 
vessels  here  at  the  time  of  the  trmips  attacking  our  soldiers,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  breaking  of  her  niachiner\-:  had  2.50  men  on 
hoard.  Could  not  have  l>cen  boarded,  as  they  }\ad  liot-water  hoso 
ready  to  play,  and  but  one  narrow  place  of  ingress.  All  expres.'spd 
themselves  glad  tlnit  she  wn.';  blown  up  they  Lad  no  confidence  in 
her.  Her  speed  was  prtdmbly  7  knots.  The  Arl-nuHnx  whs  alone 
and  unattended  by  any  ve*>sel;  they  hud  not  seen  nor  heard  of  th© 
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Webb  and  Music,  hut  had  heard  that  some  vessel  or  other  was  sent 
for,  up  the  river  to  come  and  low  her  up  the  river  after  breaking  her 
madunery.  A  carpenter  and  a  bricklayer  said  Commodore  Lynch, 
at  Yazoo,  was  getting  out  limber  for  another  ram  like  her.  They 
make  their  macninery  there.  About  50  steamers  of  all  kinds  are  in 
the  Yaztjo  and  tril)Utaries.  The  MuhUr  is  laid  tip  at  Va/oo  (^ity 
and  the  Star  nj  the  West  is  there  also.  The  crews  of  these  vessels  are 
being  sent  to  the  city  of  Mobile,  whei-e  the  enemy  are  building  three 
or  four  rams.  All  their  resources  seem  to  be  directed  r<iward  that 
bay  tit  present.  Two  sailor  men  of  this  party  were  from  the  Mobile. 
Delivered  tliis  jvurty  over  to  the  (lat'-i>(Iicer.  They  further  repre 
sented  that  all  the  rebel  troops  have  left  Vicksburg. 

AutjnM  9. — 5:30  a.  m.  Ilai'tfonl.  Hrooi'lyn,  and  Coyiiga  got  under- 
way' and  went  down  the  river,  leaving  at  Baton  Rouge  the  KsseXf 
Sumter,  Onruin,  Kiiieo,  ami  Kntahdin.  \\\'M).  being  opposite  to 
Donald.'^onville,  the  flag-olticer  made  signal,  "Commence  action." 
him.>ieir  having  first  fired  two  or  throe  guns,  and  imnie<liatrly  this 
ship  arid  Ctifptfjn  iired  several  .shell  into  the  tx)wn. 

Oci4)her  6\  Monday.  1 1>.  m.  received  from  the  hands  of  the  admiral, 
D.  G.  Farragut,  orders  dated  oth  October,  to  proceed  of!  Mobiln 
Bay  to  take  command  (if  the  bhickade  of  that  bay,  extending  east 
to  Pensa<'ola  and  west  to  Ship  Island.  Adniinil  remark4'd  upon 
appearance  of  vessels  in  Mississippi  ^Sound.  rei>orLed  as  apparently 
loading  with  cotton,  which  Actmg  Ijieutenant  Woodwortb,  com- 
manding the  steamer  Jackson,  had  neglected  to  chase  or  cxjimine. 
and  that  ofUcer  having  re[)orted  them  as  having  gone  up  into  Grana 
Ba\'.  The  admiral  c]ire<-ts  the  Jackmtn  x\\\d  the  Calhoun  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Mi.ssissippi  Sound  as  far  east  as  tirant's  Pa.ss,  for  making 
the  blockade  elTectuai.  At  daylight  this  morning  sent  boat.s  lo  the 
Sportftman  to  bring  alongside  ainmuuition  of  all  kinds.  The  Sitsquf" 
hanna  having  one  of  her  cyjindeis  cracked,  and  therefore  unfit  for 
1>locka<ling,  Cnptain  Hitchcock  very  generously  and  patriotically 
consentetl  to  loaning  the  JirooMyn  one  of  his  iwo  H)()-]>ounder  Par- 
rott  rillt'd  guns  and  supplying  pnrt  of  the  aimnunition.  The  u<liniral 
c(insentet!  to  this,  and  directed  ine  tt>  land  or  put  on  board  some 
vessel  in  the  harbor  to  be  sent  north  the  KO-pounder  Dahlgren  No.  2, 
which  I  accordingly  landed  in  the  navy  yard  with  slide  and  carriage, 
sending  all  of  tins  gun's  equipments  to  the  Spttrismaii,  Gunner 
Starrett  giving  a  receipt  for  tne  same,  gim  ana  all.  After  dark 
receivetl  from  the  Susquehanna  Parrott  lOO-fHiunder  rifle  and  Mar- 
silly  carriage,  with  e(iuipments.  Boats  engaged  until  12  p.  ni. 
(midnight)  bringing  ammunition  to  the  ship. 

October  7. — h.^i)  a.  m.  .sent  a  boat  to  tlie  Snsquekanva  for  ammuni- 
tion for  the  lOO-poundcr  rille.  Hoisted  in  hoat>s  and  took  75  Parrott 
shell  and  shut  un  board  for  100-puunder.     7  a.  m.  pilot  came  on  board. 


8  a.  m.  I  called  to  see  the  admiral,  reporting  myself  ready  for  sea, 

\  ~     to  gi\ 
seU  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  that  some 


He  remarkeil  that  no  one  has  a  right  to 


enses  to  coasting  ves- 


of  the  revenue  officers  at  New  Orleans  and  idhers  had  been  granting 
them  something  of  the  kind.  That  he  should  recognize  no  papers 
of  vessftis  coming  out  of  New  Orleans  as  regular,  unless  they  had  the 
signature  of  General  Butler,  and  siich  an  iinderslnndin^  he  had 
with  the  general.     9  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  to  aea.     The  pilot, 
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Orinnell,  exprpssing  a  wish  to  bring  in  the  Richmmid,  requ<?st^l  pe-T- 
inisiK'ion  t<i  go  in  tno  Brooklyn  as  far  as  Mobile  Bay  in  the  hopo  of 
finding  the  Richvwnd  ibei-e".  I  consented  to  it,  liaving  been  toJd 
hv  the  ndmiral  llmt  he  hud  no  objeetion.  3:25  p.  m.  anchoifd  off 
Mobile  liar  light,  Sand  Key  [Island]  benring  |>er  compass  N.  X.  W. 
and  light  on  Mobile  Point  noitli  10  fHthoms  water.  Receixed  a 
report  und  sketch  of  the  stations  of  the  bioekading  foree  from  C»p- 
tam  Alden,  who  reports  the  bay  as  quiet  ami  no  uppearanee  of  the 
eneniv  atlout,  oxeept  two  or  tliree  steamers,  whieh  come  down  orea- 
sionHfly,  (Hie  at.  a  time,  viz,  the  Morgan,  f'londo,  and  ram.  which 
"moves  slowly."  The  C'uIhi,  painted  lead  color,  was  seen  in  the 
bay  a  few  days  ago.  Captain  Woodwortli  is  snid  to  be  at  lioni 
Island  Pass,  which  some  of  the  officers /^ a  11  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass. 
Vessels  present,  Hichmand,  Oneida,  Cayuga,  Kanuwho.  Krnnrhtc. 
Captain  Alden  reporting  the  Richmond  as  having  52  tons  coal  and 
short  of  wood  and  water,  her  condenser  having  given  out.  I  onlered 
him  to  nrocwd  to  Pensacola  for  supplies  (it  should  have  been  lo 
Pensarnlft  navv  yard).  She  left  at  6  p.  m.,  quite  a  breeze  and  head 
seu  against  hmi.  Taking  up  the  sweeps  from  the  forward  pivot 
gun  and  preparing  to  place  the  lOO-pounder  Parrott  mounted  on 
Marsilly,  on  the  forecastle,  there  l>eing  breeching  and  side  tackle 
bolts  to  drive  and  rivet. 

October  i>. — twitting  up  bill  porta  for  the  lOO-pounder  Parrott. 
1:30  p.  m.  sail  reported  to  the  westward.  Sent  Onrida  to  chuse; 
oh.served  her  to  fire  across  the  bow  of  the  stranger  and  hnmglit  her 
to.  She  telegraphed,  "Major-general  going  to  .see  the  admiral."' 
4  p.  m.  the  general,  in  the  stoftiner  M ('(HtHan.  )>n8sed  inshore  of  lis 
without  sto(iping.  although  Cnptain  PreVile.  of  tne  OmUh,  took  pains 
to  go  inshore  of^  him,  until  the  MHltUan.  apfiroachcd  tlie  lirmil-hpi. 
The  general  don't  know  that  the  blockaders  might  fire  into  hun, 
notwithstanding  his  generalship. 

Ocioher  .9.-9:30  a.  m.  sent  the  Kanawhn  to  Horn  Island  Pass  to 
communicate  with  Commander  Sehm  [E.l  Wood^\orth  of  the  Jnrk- 
son,  in  the  sound  at  that  place,  flirecting  him  to  proceed  To  Petit 
Bob  [Island]  Pass  to  keep  up  a  more  efTective  blockade  and  lo  sound 
out  that  pass;  also  directed  Commander  Febiger  to  examine  the 
sound  in  passing  and  return  hither  this  afternoon.  Immediately 
after  Conunander  Febiger  left  tlie  ship,  Lieutenant-Conmiander 
Russell,  of  the  Kennfhfc,  came  on  boar<l  and  reported  that  he  could 
not  come  up  in  penson  yesterday,  in  eori.se<pience  of  the  head  wind 
and  sea.  and  that  two  days  ago,  7th  instant,  after  sunset,  saw  the 
large  steamer  with  two  ma8t«  ])asa  Fort  Gaines  and  her  smoke  wbb 
last  seen  two-thirds  of  the  distance  over  Dauphin  Island  tn  the  wcet- 
wanl.  from  which  I  judge  she  had  passed  (Jranl  's  Pass.  Bui  being 
plainly  in  view  of  the  Hichmond  all  day,  I  suppose  they  saw  her. 
Air.  It'tissell  did  not  see  her  tigain  until  tliis  nioniing,  the  9th;  in  her 
we  recognize  (he  Morgan.  On  the  Ttlu  early  in  the  morning,  Cap- 
tain Kus.sell  saw  a  s*'hn<>ner  inside  of  Dauphin  Island  in  the  sound, 
standing  to  the  north  and  east.  This  moniing.  the  9th,  at  davfight. 
Captain  Russell  saw  a  sloop  in  the  sound,  standing  to  the  nortliward 
and  eastward  and  passed  Fort  Gaines,  standing  up  the  bay.  At 
1  p.  m.  Captain  Russell  telegraphed,  "Steamhoat  Admiral  (the 
Morgan)  in  the  sound."  I  made  him  a  signal — I21S — and  t^jle- 
graphed,  "Observe  steamboat's  movement^*,"  but  the  Kennebec  did 
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not  move,  Captain  Russell  informing  mo  tlmt  ho  did  not  iindorstand 
the  signal.  5  p.  m.  Kanawha  returned.  Captain  Krhiger  had  been 
to  Horn  Island  Pass,  having  run  down  the  land  and  returned  in 
same  way.  hut  saw  notiiing  of  the  Javknon  or  any  other  steumer  in 
tliat  direction.  He  saw  two  sailhoats  over  near  Pasiagoula.  Kelurn- 
ing,  he  saw  the  Morgan  (reported  by  Captain  Unssell  us  being  in 
the  sound)  to  an  anchor  inside  Grant's  rasa,  and  four  seliooners 
under  Cedar  Point,  C'aptuin  Febigcr  thuxks  a  hvely  trade  is  carried 
on  through  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass  and  Honi  Island  Pass.  Havinj' 
ahvady  ordered  the  Cnifuga  to  anclior  inside  the  bar  at  niglitfali,  I 
determined  io  alter  that,  and  send  her  off  Horn  Island  and  Petit 
Bois  [iHland]  pass^-s,  and  Cnptuin  Fairfax  wtus  afi'ordingty  di3pat<rheii 
on  that  service  tit  S  p.  ni.,  the  Kanawha  having  the  inshore  station 
N.  IC,  ttiul  I  mile  from  the  beach  assigned  him.  The  Oneida  on  the 
sanu"  tieariitg  from  this  ship  bringing  Sand  Key  [Island]  light,  west; 
Kenncher  off  Pelican  Island  Passes. 

Oiiohtr  Id. — 11  a.  m.  Captain  Russell,  refwrts  having  seen  rebel 
gun]>out  Moryati  to  an  anchor  in  the  Gravline  Bay,  in  tlie  [Mississip|)i] 
Sound;  also  twi>  sloo])s  and  one  seiiooner,  and  one  schooner  to  an 
ttucbur  under  the  land,  and  one  sloop  under  sail  entering  the  pass 
from  Mobile  Bay.  5  p.  m.  Captain  Fairfax  (Cayuga)  came  up  from 
the  westward;  reported  saw  nothing  in  the  sound.  Saw  inside 
Grant's  Puss  steamer  Florida  and  three  or  four  schuuners.  Ordered 
Caifrnja  t<»  take  her  staticm  to  the  northward  and  eastwaitl  in  the 
direction  uf  the  Kavawltn.  Put  dispatches  fur  Ijieutenant-Com- 
nuinder  Crosby  and  Commander  Woodworth  on  hoard  the  Ktnufhtc, 
ordering  Lieutenant-Conmiander  Hussell  to  take  his  station  olF 
Pelican  Passes  until  5  a.  m.,  the  Uth,  then  to  proceed  to  Ship  Island 
to  deliver  the  dispatch  to  Captain  Crosby  or  senior  naval  ollirer 
present,  and  return  to  his  station  by  sunset  of  the  lltli.  Tin*  dis- 
patch referred  t^)  armed  rebel  steamers  being  in  the 'sound,  enjoining 
vigilance,  and  dirert*^<l  the  Jarksun  anil  Calhoun  U^  \\v  .>wnt  ny  to 
Petit  B*>is  [Island]  Pass.  Captain  Fairfax  having  been  signalized 
at  4  p.  m.  to  chase  a  sail  to  the  westward,  reported  that  he  had 
buai-de<i  her.  She  was  the  schooner  Sea  Home,  from  New  Orleans, 
Viouml  t()  Pensacola,  and  was  standing  for  that  port.  0:-1.5  p.  m. 
Ken)ir.htc  burned  two  white  lights,  the  first  seeming  to  be  a  failuiv, 
T  considered  the  signal  as  one  whit*  hght,  meaning,  "A  sail  to  the 
westward,"  the  bearing  of  the  Sra  florse  at  stmset.  S  p.  m.  schooner 
Sea  Horse  ran  close  under  our  stern;  hove  him  Ui  and  sent  Lieutenant 
O'Kane  for  her  papers.  He  brought  on  hoard  Mr.  Patf,  sutler  for 
the  Ninety-fii-st  regiment  at  Pensacola.  Her  license,  enrolhnent, 
manifest,  clearance,  and  every  document,  except  one,   was  signed 

by Grey,  dejmty  collector  of  New  Orleans,     General  [G.  C.] 

Strong's  name  was  on  one  of  the  papers  granting  a  ch-arance,  signed 
in  the  name  of  General  Butler,  and  Commander  Woodworth,  of  the 
J .  i'.  JacksGn,  also  gave  him  a  certificate,  signed  at  Ship  Island. 
Allowed  the  Sea  Horse  to  pass,  although  none  of  her  documenta 
were  by  ride. 

October  IL — ^StifT  norther  blowing,  with  rain,  came  up  about  11 :30 
p.  m.  yt^sl^-nlay.  /iiSO  a.  m.  Kennehfc  reported  to  be  standing  to 
ttie  westward;  weather  quite  thick.  C(t\{vga  and  Kanavfha  scarcely 
visible  nartof  the  time.  11:20  a.  m.  made  signal  to  Oneida,  "Come 
within  oail,"  and  sent  him  to  the  Cayuga  bluS  Kanawha  with  orders 
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for  those  vessels  to  anchor  neftrer  this  sliip,  and  Fort  Morjiian  bearing 
about  N.  K.  from  tlit'  liroolchfji.  wliili-  iUujxuja  )>n)iigltt  Korl  &[orpau 
N.  W..  umi  Kanawha  brought  Cove  Tree  near  Niivy  Cove,  N.  \V.  J  W., 
and  Oneida  lu  anchor  on  her  return  west  of  me  ami  stiuth  from  ftaml 
Kt'v  [Island]  li^jht.  Kentifher  lias  orders  to  return  to  her  st-atioii  off 
Peficttii  Passrs  l^)-iiij;lil.  Oiuidii  kmk  the  watch  of  Keunebec.  Ten- 
nessee came  to  anchor  at  7  p.  m. 

October  12.  5:30  dayhght.  Sail  in  sight  E.  S.  E.  Cayiu/a 
ordered  to  chase;  revoked  uii<in  nb.sen-injj  Uu'  sail  Htandin^  fur  I  he 
lleet  and  recognizinj;  hiT  as  the  l)rii;  J .  /'.  Kllwtt,  wliich  was  honr<l('<| 
(in  the  Mth  by  the  Kmurhvf  and  the  Oneida,  and  passed  close  under 
our  st^rn  last  eveninji.  Wind  moderate  norther.  6:IJ0  Cuplain 
[P.  C-l  Johnson  cume  on  ))oard  and  delivered  dispalehes  from  the 
a(hairat.  9  a.  m.  Tennessee  ]>rnceeded  west.  Captain  Febi^r 
reported  his  boiler  tuiwH  as  heinjr  burned  out  and  split,  not  admitting 
*>f  plu»,^j^ing  eifectualJy,  and  liavinL'  n  tons  of  coal.  Sent  Knjinneer 
[W.  Bl  Brooks  on  board  the  Kauairhti  to  examine  them.  Orderod  her 
to  start  for  Pensa<*ola  at  S  p.  in.  to  tjike  in  coal  and  repair  b4>ih'r. 
3  p.  in.  sent  Kennehec  to  run  down  S.  t>.  W.  20  miles  lookuig  around 
there,  and  return  t*i  her  station  off  IVIicatJ  Pas.ses,  liv  way  of  Petit 
Bois  [Island].  4  p.  m.  sent  the  Oneida  to  look  over  Dauphin  Island 
at  the  vessels  to  an  anchor  off  Grant's  Pass  and  then  take  her  station 
ia  7A  fathoms.  Fort  Morgan  bearinu;  per  compass  N.  N.  W.  J  W.. 
Cayvga  heiui;  inshore  of  her.  Sand  Island  light  hearing  W.  by  S.  j  S.. 
Fort  Morgan  bearing  W.  by  X.  \  N.,  in  5J  fathoms.  h:'M)  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  I'hiser  to  bar,  anchoring  in  S\  water,  Sand  l.sbind 
light  bearing  N.  N.  W.  \  W.  7  p.  m.  Oneida  pa-ssed  to  her  statiun. 
II  n.  m.  Commander  G.  II.  Preble  came  o«  board  and  announced 
to  me  that  having  received  a  letter  of  dismissal  from  the  Secretary 
Navy,  his  functions  ceased,  and  he  bad  rclimjuished  the  romnuinH 
of  the  Oneida  to  Lieutenant-Conimander  Sicard.  I  sent  for  that 
ollicer  and  dis|)atcluMl  him  on  the  st'rvice  named  above.  Wind 
moderate  all  day  from  north. 

October  i.i.  10  a.  m.  Lientenant-C^)mmande^  Sicard  came  on 
board  and  stated  that  in  looking  over  Dauphin  Island  last  evening,  bo 
saw  a  steamer  to  an  anchor^  but  no  sailing  vessels  off  tirant's  Pass. 
I  directed  him  to  go  down  to  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pa.ss  and  lommiini- 
cale  with  the  Jaekson  or  (^aUnmn  if  they  were  there.  I  p.  m.  two  sails 
reported  W.  by  S.  Sent  the  Oneida  to  cha.se  (presuming  them  to  be 
the  Jackson  and  Calfumn).  Wind  light  from  north:  sea  smooth. 
6  p.  m.  Oneida  retununl.  having  comnumicated  with  Conunander 
Woodworth  at  Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass,  sounding  it  out.  The  ofTurer 
visiting  Commander  Woodworth  reported  thai  tlie  Jaekson  has  l>een 
there  for  "one  or  two  days."  She  linds  S  feet  thus  far,  but  rather 
crooked  chamiel.  Last  night  there  was  considerable  display  of  lights 
at  Horn  Island,  as  if  passing  ve.s.sfls  through  the  pass  there.  To-dav 
Captain  Wotnlworth  observed  one  side-wwieel  steamer  and  a  three- 
mastc*!  vessel,  .supjiosed  to  be  the  OreUt.  (It  may  be.  A  refugee  saw 
75  or  100  men  put  on  !>oard  of  her  last  WednescJay,  Hth,  where  they 
were  plating  lier.)  Captain  Woodworth  .said  he  would  go  to  Horn 
Island  Pass  after  dark  and  lav  there  till  the  Rhode  hhnd  comes  along, 
then  he  will  go  to  Ship  Island  for  Iresh  provisions.  The  Calhoun  Is  in 
Pontrtiartram. 

October  14, — 3  p.  m.  tlie  mortar  schooner  0.  li.  Lee,  Acting  Master 
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Washin^oTi  Godfrey,  commanding,  reported  for  blockade.  Placed 
him  n(i' IViican  Isltiiui  I'as.*^8,  in  7  fnthonis,  Fort  Gaines  hearing  per 
cuiupasji  N.  by  K..  Sand  Island  li^ht  E.  N.  E.  He  anchored  in  nis 
bertn  liefore  sunset.  Ordered  the  Ktnnehec  to  bl<Kk!ide  Petit  Bois 
[Lsland]  Pass  and  look  frequently  into  Horn  Island  Pa.ss,  where  tho 
Jnrkmh  Is  beiievi'd  to  Ixv  Kmnrhfc  got  underway  about  5  p.  m. 
Oneida  and  Vayuga  in  position  at  7  p.  m. 

October  15. — 2:5{)  p.  ni.  arrived  V.  S.  S.  Rhod^  Island;  signalized 
vessels  to  send  boats  for  fresh  provisions.  Captain  Trenehard  came 
on  board  to  report.  I  told  liirn  Lieutenant-Commander  Russell  is  at 
Petit  Bois  Pass  and  ho  should  stop  there  to  supply  him;  said  h() 
would.  Ciiptain  Thornton  A.  Jenkms  arrived  and  reported  to  take 
eomniand  of  the  Onridn.  Keferred  him  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Sicard  for  tfie  4n\iers  under  which  the  Oneida  was  acting,  and  stationed 
the  Oneidii  as  last  niyht.  *  *  *  Position  of  Cayuga  assigned  as 
before.  ">:4()  p,  m.  iihinlf  Island  ]>rtict!eded  westward.  Made  signal 
for  vessels  to  take  their  stations.  Sent  a  note  to  Captain  Russell, 
requestiufr  him  to  rome  np  in  the  morning  and  report  tne  sum  of  his 
observations,  if  there  were  no  suspected  vessels  in  sight. 

October  W.Si  fi.  m.  the  Kanawha  returned  from  PensacoU  and 
shortly  after  the  Montgomery,  Commander  Charles  Hunter,  reported 
for  cruising  ufi"  the  coa-st;  that  is.  to  the  soutliward  of  Mobile  Bay. 
The  Kennebec  alsti  eanu'  u()  from  Petit  Bois.  RejM)rt*d  the  Jackson 
as  futving  started  this  morning  for  Ship  Island  for  coal  and  lo  do  simie 
re]>airs,  natuiT  not  stated,  ilaving  sent  a  boat  through  Horn  Island 
Pass  and  communicated  with  Captain  Woudworth,  this  ollicer  stated 
to  Captain  Russell  his  impression  that  a  steamer  lies  in  Point  aux 
Chenes  Ray.  blading  with  cotton,  carried  there  from  Mobile  in  tho 
sailing  crafi  wliich  arc  .seen  jdying  between  llmt  pluco  and  <lrant's 
Pass.     Those  small  craft  run  into  shoal  water  when  pursue*!.     Caiv 

■  ■  '  filock- 

place  the  schooner  U.  ll.  i.ec  ]  mile 
from  Petit  Bois  [Isljiiid]  Pass.  (  aotain  Fobiger  was  also  directed  to 
buoy  out  Hi>rn  Ishiiul  Pass,  in  onier  to  take  the  Kanawha  through 
there,  in  case  of  an  attack  being  made  upon  t!»e  JacicHon,  stationed 
inside;  also  tool>sen,'e  Point  auxChenesand  communicate  thrtmgb  the 
pmboat  stationed  between  him  and  mys<'lf.  Wrote  to  a^lmiral  about 
It  by  steamship  St.  Mary's,  passing  at  5:,'i0.  All  the  ves.seis  at  their 
stations  at  sunset,  excejit  tlie  0.  lI.  Lee,  underway  and  standing  for 
Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass.  Kennehec  reported  seeing  the  rebel  steamer 
hf organ  chasing  the  Jacktion,  the  latter  running  west,  The  former 
turned  on  the  approach  of  the  Kenni-bcc  and  went  baek  thixmgh 
Grant's  Pass.  Kennebec  tried  to  communicate  with  Jackmn,  but 
could  not  make  out  each  other's  signals.  Captain  Rii.ssell  knew 
nothing  of  this  l)cfore  court  of  enquiry,  yet  Licntenant-Connnander 
Adams  beard  him  s])eaking  of  the  two  vessels  as  standing  like  two 
cocks  ready  for  a  (ight. 

October  17.  S  p.  ni.  Teitnesfiee  arrived  with  mail  from  Ship  Island 
and  anchored!  till  2  a.  m.  [IKtb],  then  proceeded  to  Pensacola. 

Octubtr  /.v.  Kennfbcc  chased  fislung  smack  Char/rn  Iltnry  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  eastward.  Renorte<l  her  as  having  the  pass  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan.  \  incejines.  Same  vessel  has  been 
boarded  repeatedly  before,  running  past  the  sguadnm;  should  I>e 
stopped;  consumes  fuel.     Sent  Kennebec  to  Petit  Bois  to  bring  up 
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tain  Febiger  being  tt<-rpniinted  with  all  the  passes,  I  sent  him  to  tt 
ade  ofT  Horn  Island  Pa.ss  and  to  place  the  schooner  O.  II.  Lee  ] 
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news  from  Febiger.  Oid  not  sop  him  to  communicate',  but  scut  a  boat, 
to  tlic  Jarhmn  tlirougl)  Petit  Bnis  [Island]  F^ft&s  and  rccpivcd  from  her 
one  Natlil.  B.  FolwcU.  whom  Captain  Woodworth  captured  in  the 
sound  this  inorntng,  in  a  boat  Hi  Tect  by  IS  feet,  drawmg  16  iiichpa, 
loaded  with  1  ton  pi^  an<l  scrap  iron,  bound  for  Mobue.  Armed 
sloop  captured  her  near  Point  aiix  Choncs.  This  man  says  Grant's 
Pass  is  cttised  up  by  sunken  vessels;  3  or  4  feet  may  be  carrie<l  through 
close  alongside  those  vessels;  no  other  pass  is  open,  Aux  lluitres 
has  from  2  to  2i  feet.  Earthworks  were  thrown  up  on  Heron  Ulaiid. 
hut  the  j^una  were  afterwards  removed;  thinks  no  guns  art*  there  now. 
The  armed  stoamei-s  lying  iherp  are  there  to  overhaul  boats  gning 
and  coining.  Stiys  the  oyster  hanks  whence  Mobile  is  supplied  are 
llicre,  and  sloops  aiul  scliooners  (vcrv  small)  are  alwav-s  there  getting 
them.  Gives  the  usual  accoimt  of  armed  vessels  amf  rums  building. 
Ontfi  up  at  Dog  Kiver,  having  a  few  men  on  hoard,  thev  h)ok  for  great 
deeds  by  that  <'raft.  Says  the  schooner  Brmk  of  Day.  (oaded  with  260 
bales  coKon,  ran  out  through  Ship  Channel  on  the  fu*st  night  of  the 
norther,  Hth.  Knows  the  captam  well,  wlio  told  him  he  meant  to 
run  out  that  way  by  the  first  norther,  and  the  caiitain  of  the  Gaines 
told  him  the  day' after  that  the  scliooner  got  out  safelv.  Says  Captain 
Woodworth  questioned  him  closely  about  Grant's  t*ass,  and  read  a 
letter  to  him.  iufnrming  Woodworth  that  he  was  to  be  tried  by  court 
of  enquiry  for  allowing  vessels  to  escape  through  the  sound.  Captain 
Uiissell  informs  me  tluit  the  KarKJwhft  passed  into  the  souuil  (Itrougli 
Horn  Island  Pass  and  pi-oceedod  above  Petit  Bois  with  the  Ja<kson, 
toward  Grant's  Pass,  both  vessels  afterwards  returning  to  Horn 
Isiiiud.  Tlic  Jack:so7i  sent  an  armetl  sloop  <iver  lr>  Point  aux  Chenes, 
but  no  steamer  has  been  then*.  It  Is  proiiahte  that  two  or  more  guns 
were  n^moved  from  Fort  Morgan  to-day  to  Ilcron  Island,  as  two  guns 
have  been  removed  from  the  parapet  since  yesterdav,  and  the  Florida, 
having  lain  at  the  wharf  till  mnui  laboring  at  something,  went  over  lo 
Grant's  Puss.  1 1  a.  m.  the  TenncSNrt  arrived  from  Pensacola.  bound 
to  Sliip  Island ;  bri:»u^ht  verbal  order  from  admiral  to  exhibit  his  signal 
book  with  new  signincations  and  to  have  them  adopted  by  the  vessels 
ho  should  meet,  naming  me  particularly.  Sent  a  note  by  Captain 
Jobn.son  lo  Horn  Island  Pa,s.s  for  Captain  Febiger  to  come  up  on  the 
20th,  to-morrow.  Gunbual  PoaihvnUis  arrived  at  same  time  from 
Pensaccda,  going  lo  Ship  Island  for  repairs;  expects  to  return  in 
twentv-four  hours.  PoeaJiontas  mount.s  one  30-pounder  Parrott,  one 
lO-incli,  four  32-poundcrs,  57  hundredweight. 

Ocioher  20. —  1  a.  m.  discovered  a  sail  close  in  upon  the  bar,  hearing 
N.  W.  Slipped  cable  and  steered  W.  N.  W.  and  passed  schooner 
standing  aoulh.  Fii-ed  a  shot  and  made  her  anchor;  let  go  our  own 
anchor  in  H  fathoms.  Sail  proved  to  be  the  prize  Dart,  from  Sabine 
River,  sent  lo  Pen.sacola.  her  pajH'rs  being  passes  fnnn  Acting  Master 
Frederick  Crocker,  of  the  KenmnifUm:  sent  her  forward  to  Pensacola. 
At  sauu'  time  IT.  S.  s4-hooner  Mnria  Wood  came  to  an  anchor  three- 
fourtlis  mile  distant :  sent  a  boat  cm  l>oard;  left  Pensacola  at  7  a.  m. 
19th.  Weighetl  and  returned  and  bj-ought  fo,  on  the  cable  slipped 
last  night.  1>  a.  m.  Kntimrfnt  came  up  from  Horn  Island  Pass; 
Jackson  up  near  Grant's  Pa^ss,  cruising  round  the  s<nmd.  ami  sloop 
cutter  with  one  gun  olT  Paseugoula,  and  lias  slopped  the  running  of 
boats  through  the  sou ud.  t'an  get  about  A  miles  of  Grants  Pass. 
Thinks  a  steamer  lies  up  Pascagoula  River.     Says  500  soldiers  ai^  at 
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Paacagouk;  that  a  boat  expedition  would  be  dano^^rous.  The  Jack- 
Sifii  lias  ni>t  lipfn  (Inwn  to  Ship  Island  since  ho  ('Fei>iypr)  went  tlowu 
two  days  ago.  Does  not  know  whethor  Granl's  Pass  is  open  or  not, 
but  says  Pass  aux  Herons  is  believi'd  Ut  !ie  niM*n;  a  rrookml  [lassuge. 
Arronlinj^  to  adniirars  h'tter.  I  lilh'd  out  his  report  for  court  of 
enquirv  on  Captain  Woodworth  by  inserting  "Steam  sloop  On/'trf/i," 
"'21st/'  and  naming  "Charles  \V.  Hassl^r,  paymaster.  U.  S.  N.," 
as  recorder;  also  entered  the  name  of  "  Charles W.  llassler.  paymaster 
recorder,  "  in  the  letter  of  admiral  addressed  to  the  membei^  of  the 
court,  advising  them  of  the  chains  being  enclosed.  Atrreeahly  to 
the  rcar-admirars  letter,  sent  Jjieutenant^Commauder  Montgomery 
Sicard  to  relievo  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  K.  Woodworth  of 
the  command  of  the  Jarhson:  also  wrote  n  letter  to  Acting  Ueutenant 
Commanding  Woodworth  to  turn  over  the  Jackson  to  the  officer  sent 
to  receive  her  and  to  come  up  to  this  place  in  the  Kanawh/i  to-morrow 
by  9  a.  \\\.  and  appear  before  the  court  of  enquiry  on  hoard  tlw*  Ont'uUi, 
lirin^ing  with  him  sucli  witnesses  as  are  important.  I  also  enclosed 
to  liun  a  copy  of  the  charges  brought  against  him.  At  1  p.  m.  I  dis- 
patched tile  K(nuiwfia.  Captain  Febiger,  to  bring  up  Captain  Wot>d- 
worth  and  his  witnessc-s.  tnr-ing  to  return  hither  by  y  a.  m.,  2l8t,  and 
to  take  Lieutenant-Conunander  Sicard  to  the  ,/acksoti.  Delivered 
the  order  and  papers  for  the  court  to  Captain  Jenkins.  Cajaain 
Jenkins  represented  one  of  his  boilers  leaking  badly;  sent  Chief  Engi- 
neer Brooks  i>n  board  to  examine;  one  or  more  lubes  have  burst.  He 
rec;omnicnded  drawing  the  lircs  of  that  boiler  and  plugging  up  the 
tubes;  will  require  from  twelve  to  eighteen  hours,  tlie  Oneuin  neing 
understood  as  making  6  or  7  knots  under  steam  from  one  boiler. 
Noon:  I  directed  Captain  Jenkins  to  proceed  with  the  repaii's  upon 
that  boiler  by  plugging  tube  holes.  Called  all  bands  to  muster  and 
read  the  order  dismi.'ising Captain  Preble  from  the  Navy.  8  p.  m.  the 
side-wheel  steamer  IV.  C.  S}/kes  brought  a  mail  from  Now  Orleans  for 
the  admiral,  and  kept  on  for  Pensacola  after  delivering  oura. 
Reported  Captain  Murris  as  verj'  ill. 

Octnbtr  H.  -Court  of  enquiry  on  Captain  Woodworth  convened  on 
board  the  Oneida.  2  p.  ni.  roaihmUifi  arrived  from  Siiip  Island, 
bound  for  Pensacola.  Put  Natli.  B.  Folwell,  captured  in  tno  sound 
by  steamer  Jackson,  on  board  the  PocahoninH  to  \w  delivered  to  the 
atlmiral,  Also  put  into  the  handii  of  Captain  Gamble  a  package 
atldrossed  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut.  containing  (said  to  be)  money 
and  papers  captui*ed  with  said  Folwell.  The  Ramiwhu  returned  to 
this  ship  at  S  a.  m.,  having  Canlain  Woodworth  un  board.  3  p.  rn. 
Kennehec  telegraphed:  "  Cruns  nave  been  taken  from  Fort  Gaincji.*' 
.5:30  p.  m.  sent  the  Kanawha  to  anclior  inside  iJie  bar  in  .5  fathoms. 
Directed  Captain  Jeidcins  to  anchor  after  dark  in  oj  fathoms,  keeping 
his  bearings  (N.  W.)  on  Fort  Morgan.     Weather  vety  hazy. 

October  )i2. — Noon:  Gunboat  AtooHiook,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Sanmel  R.  Franklin,  arrived.  2  p.  m.  sent  her  to  blockade  in  place 
of  Cayuga  until  the  Kamiwha  sliall  relieve  her  to-<lay;  tlien  she  is 
ordered  to  anchor  inside  the  bar  in  *i  fathoms,  vSand  Islan<l  light  l>ear- 
iug  per  compass  N.  W.  by  N.  after  sunset.  Ordered  Fairfax  to  report 
to  admiral  at  Pen.sacola.  4  p.  m.  sent  order  in  writing  to  Captain 
Franklin  to  anchor  in  5  or  aj  fathoms,  Fort  Morgan  bearing  W.  \  N.: 
to  Ortf'itla  to  anchor  in  5  fathoms,  Fort  Morgan  bearing  N-  W.,  and 
at  6  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  proceed  t43  Pensacola  for  coal  and  to  repair 


728  WEST  GULF   BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

boilers.  Sent  Kanawha  to  anchor  inside  of  the  bar  in  5  fathoms, 
where  she  lay  last  night.  Stiff  northwest  wind  and  very  hazy.  The 
Kanawha  at  daylight  to  take  Captain  Woodworth  to  the  Jackson  and 
bring  back  to  the  Oneida  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard.  Kennebec 
bearmg  N.  W.  by  W.  J  W.  7  p.  m.  the  Pocahontas  arrived  from  Pen- 
sacola  for  duty  on  blockade.  Sent  Commander  Gamble  to  anchor 
1  mile  distant  from  this  ship,  bearing  from  her  N.  E.  by  N.  by  com- 
pass, and  at  daylight  put  a  letter  on  board  from  the  admiral.  9  a.  m. 
directed  tlie  PocaJiontas  to  blockade  by  day  in  7§  fathoms,  Fort  Mor- 

fan  bearing  N.  W.,  and  at  night  bringing  that  fort  to  bear  N.  W.  by 
v.,  to  move  in  and  anchor  in  5  fathoms,  hauling  off  before  daylight. 
Sent  a  note  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin  (Aroostook)  for  him 
to  guard  well  the  beach  to  the  eastward  by  which  the  blockade  has 
been  frequently  run,  and  at  night  to  anchor  in  4|  or  5  fathoms,  bring- 
ing Fort  Morgan  to  bear  W.  ^  N.  by  compass. 

October  23. — Tiie  Kanawha,  having  gone  down  to  Horn  Island  Pass 
and  put  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth  on  board  the 
Jackson,  returned,  bringing  with  him  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard, 
temporarily  in  command  of  the  Jackson.  5  p.  m.  the  Kensington 
passed  on  to  Pensacola.  Put  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard  on 
Doard,  to  deliver  to  the  admiral  the  documents,  money,  etc.,  which 
related  to  tlie  boats  he  had  captured  in  tlie  sound,  viz,  the  sailboat 
Cuba  and  the  Belle.     6  p.  m.  anchored  the  Kanawha  inside  the  bar. 

October  ^^^.—10  a.  m.  Montgomery  anchored.  Sent  on  hoard  their 
sick  to  be  sent  home  in  the  Rhode  Island.  6  p.  m.  Connecticut  arrived ; 
anchored  for  the  niglU;  vessels  could  not  be  taken  off  the  blockade. 
Directed  (Captain  F'ebiger  to  get  his  supplies  and  go  into  the  sound  to 
relieve  Woodworth,  for  him  to  go  to  Ship  Island  for  coal.  Weather 
hazy. 

October  JS.^ii  a.  m.  made  signal  for  the  blockading  vessels  to  come 
within  liail;  directed  them  to  get  their  supplies  and  return  to  their 
stations.  S:40  Kanawha  steamed  westward.  9:50  Pocahontas  took 
her  station.  10  a.  ni.  Kennebec  and  Aroostook  took  their  stations. 
Connecticut  steametl  lo  the  westward. 


Extracts  from  private  dian^  oj  Commodore  II.  II.  Bell,  U .  S.  Navy^ 

ISfU  -No.  0. 

October  .^7,  1S6'.\ — The  Tennessee  and  Rhode  Island  passed  on  to 
Pensacola.  *  *  *  r,  p  ,^^  ('  s.  S.  R.  R.  Culler,  I^ieutenant- 
Commander  11.  C.  Blake,  arrived;  assigned  to  blockade;  sent  her  to 
cruise  on  parallel  of  29°  40'  N.,  between  K7°  :W  and  HH°  :iO'  west 
longitude. 

October  28. — 8  a.  m.  steamer  Sykes  passed  for  Pensacola.  1  p.  m. 
Kanawha  returned  from  the  [Mississippi]  Sound,  the  Jackson  having 
taken  her  place  near  Petit  Bois  with  ten  days'  coal.  .Vcting  l^ieuten- 
ant  Commanding  S.  E.  Woodworth  having  been  detached  from  the 
Jackson,  leaves  Acting  Master  [Miner  B.  Crowell]  in  command,  and 
reported  well  of.  Kanawha  took  her  station  for  the  night  about  I 
mile  to  the  W.  N.  W. 

October  29. — Captain  Gamble  reports  three  sand  hillocks  to  east- 
ward of  fort  are  earthworks;  appear  to  look  upon  the  hay;  not  >>ure 


TVKST   GULF   BLOCKADING   8QUAT)RON. 


729 


about  gun.s;  sentry  and  sentry  box  there  all  the  time.  Last  night 
saw  a  steanior  come  outside  of  [Fort]  Morj^aii  for  a  short  distance  and 
return  twice;  lii-st  alH>ut  10  p.  ni.,  next  at  1 1  -.'Ai)  p.  in.  Old  not  fire 
at  ht»r  liecause  heexi)eetod  her  tn  eonie  nearer.  3  p.  ni.  sent  Lieulen- 
aii(-<-()inniandcr  Kebijjer  in  the  Knmnrha  to  hlockade  close  to  the 
beach  to  the  eastward  nf  Fort  Morgan,  at  nij;ht  tiiichonng  a  half  mile 
from  the  beach  and  about  S.  E.  from  the  I'nibrella  Tree  near  Pilot 
Tnwn.  hauling  farther  out  by  day.  4  p.  ni.  sent  Lieutenanl-Coni- 
luunder  Frunklin,  nf  the  Amofttuok.  to  anchor  in  5  fathoms  inside  the 
bar  tis  soon  as  it  was  suflicienlly  dark.  He  anchored  a  little  after 
sunset,  bearing;  per  coniiJass  on  the  poop  N.  W.,  Sand  Island  light 
Waring  fr<nn  me  N.  N.  W.  \  W.  Captain  Franklin  appears  ttt  be  out- 
side of  the  bar.  by  the  bearing  of  bim  and  bis  apparent  nearness  io 
Weather  hazy.     5:30  p.  n».  Tennemtff  arrived  from  Pennacoia, 


n»e. 

bringing  potatoes  and  apples  for  the  blockading  vessels.      Keporte*! 
3  having  captured  steamer  Carolijir,  luadeu 


with 


the   \f  oi\tf}fmury  as 
merchandise. 

October  SO.— rt.M)  p.  ni.  Monttfowefy  arrived  from  Pensaeola  to 
a-ssume  her  station  on  blockade.  Brought  me  a  copy  of  signals  con- 
certed by  oiiicer  commanding  Fort  Morgan  for  vessels  to  nm  blockade 
bv.  Captain  Hunter  also  informed  me  that  the  vessels  miming  the 
blockade  expert  to  make  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  and  failing  to  get 
in  to  beacii  the  vessel,  land  cargo,  and  lire  her.  Tlic  i  aroline,  cap- 
tured by  him,  expected  to  run  by  in  night  close  along  the  beaeli. 
5  p.  m.  sent  the  Aroofttool:  to  chase  a  steamer  observed  to  the  west- 
ward. 10  p.  m.  Amoitook  returned;  re|H)rted  the  stranger  to  bo  tlie 
TfunesKrf,  anchored  I  or  2  miles  distant;  made  signal  for  her  to 
fipproaeli.  11  p.  m.  Captain  Johnson  came  on  board  (anchoring  the 
Tennessee  until  2  a.  m.)  and  .sai<!  he  would  start  for  Pensaeola  at  2  a.m. 
He  had  on  board  Hve  de>ierters  fn>iri  the  rebel  steamer  Florida  (now 
Selma),  lying  at  Grant's  Pas«.  They  say  the  firlnxa  is  armed  with 
two  IX-inch,  I  Vlll-inch,  I  32-pounder.  rilleil;  in  bad  discipline;  Pat. 
[Peter  V.\  Muinhey,  captain;  [W.  L.j  iirudl'ord,  first  lieutenant.  The 
Afortfun  and  (he  (UiinfH  eacli  mount  10  :i2-pounders.  The  liaitie 
(ram)  a  poor  thing.  Think  there  are  hmr  rams.  The  Oreto  (now 
Florida).  Captain  Maflitt,  2o0  men,  S  rifleil  broadside  guns,  2  rifled 
pivot  7-mch,  is  n>ady  for  sea.  Lies  aground  at^  Choctaw  Pass,  Ijut 
will  run  out  through  Main  Ship  Channel  as  soon  as  she  pels  afloat. 
Draws  11  feet.  The  Cufxi  and  California  expected  daily.  Seven 
bumlred  men  in  Fort  Morgan;  don  t  know  about  [Fori]  Gaines; 
20,000  men  in  Mobile.     Expect  an  attack  vor\  soon. 

Octt/herSL — Noon:  Gutduiat  /?.  H.  Cutjhr  ra.m(>  up  and  anchored; 
received  her  vegetables,  and  went  on  her  eniise.  .i:.30  p.  ni.  ArooN' 
took  crossed  the  bar  to  anchor  in  5  fathoms;  ordered  to  lire  at  any- 
thing passing  in  or  out.  Kennebec  ordered  into  51  fathoms,  Fort 
Gaines  bearing  N.  by  E.  §  E.  by  compass,  Sand  Island  light  \V.  by  S. 

Signals  for  running  the  Uoftade. 

1.  Gn«n  light  shown  over  the  «4y  (next  to  Hie  Iwiieh,  I  preamne)  of  tUe  viwbpI  will  imli- 
rate  a  friftid  witntin^  to  nin  in. 

2.  AnswciX'd  by  a  gn^it  hght  will  indiimto  it  is  wie  (o  do  so. 

3.  .'\jiBwered  by  it  red  light  will  iD<ltcitt«  it  is  ui»ikfe  lo  do  m>. 
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■4.  A  whit«  light,  foHowt^d  ufter  an  intflrvnl  b}*  it  fpimn  Ughl,  "ill  inHioitA  yua  to  Uy  thm 
Wealern  Clmniifl. 

5.  \Vliit<>  li^lii,  followed  mStcr  ati  intcrvoi  hy  a  red  light,  will  iiujicat«  you  to  tir  the 
Eastpni  Channel. 

By  tViloncI  W.  U  How  ell, 
Cottttnanding  F*>r1  Moryan 

******* 

November  I, — Stoamor  Syl(«  arrivwl  from  Peiisacoitt;  broudkt 
ordefH  fur  Ltoulcimnt-Coinniaiiilpr  II.  A.  AdniiiH  to  tukn  rtunmaiul  of 
the  U.  S.  y.  John  I*.  Jackson.  lyin^  in  Mississippi  Souml.  /it^id  p.  in. 
thp  ArftosUmk  anchored  inside  the  rmr,  T)  Fathoms  water. 

Muvemfn'r  ^,  SunJaij,  Last  iiij;ht  sea  ran  high  and  ooDtinut^d  all 
diiv  with  rain,  wind  X.  E.  hy  K.,  nuKlerate;  stirf  hrcukin^iin  thi-  outrr 
shouJri  mid  sometimes  all  across  the  bar.  At  sun:>et  tlie  surf  on  the 
har  being  lieuvv  and  not  safe  for  giinhoats  to  venture  to  cross,  the 
Arontitook  took  her  station  2  miles  distant,  \\.  hy  N.  Weather  con- 
tinued liazy  during  the  night;  a  good  moon  until  3  a.  m, 

November  3. — Sea  went  <JowTi  niaterialtv  last  night,  and  tpiit^ 
smooth  to-day:  wind  hauled  to  N.  \.  K.  and  N.  hy  K.,  hlowinj^  t|uiti» 
fresh;  very  hazy.  9  a.  m.  tlispatched  the  Aniosfoolc  to  put  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Adams  on  Ixmrd  tlie  JaH'ntm,  with  orders  to  return 
to  his  station  as  soon  as  possible. 

November  4.— 6  a.  m.  Connaticut  and  tSy^M  arrived,  en  route  for 
Pensaeola.  Put  letters  on  board  and  let  tliem  proceed.  6:30  sent 
Acting  Master  [ThomasJ  Pickering  in  boat  in  tow  of  the  Keimfbic  to 
sound  the  scmmuI  passes  (Pelican).  8  p.  m.  AruonUtok'  returned  from 
chase«  and  aiu'horwl  inside  the  bar.  10  p.  m.  PiL-kerinj;  returned. 
reporting  \'2  feet  in  the  pass  between  Dau[diin  Islantl  and  Pelican,  and 
10  feet  in  the  middle  channel.  Inside  the  bar  he  heanl  tattoo  beat  on 
Dauphin  Ishind  with  three  snare  and  one  bass  dnun,  indicating  three* 
companies  of  soldiers,  and  the  voices  of  men  there.  Did  not  know 
whether  from  Fort  (iaines  or  not.  Saw  a  Inpat  inside,  supposed  to  ho 
guard;  did  not  chose.  Kennehec  took  her  station  oiF  the  middle  chan- 
nel as  usual.  Captiiin  Franklin,  of  the  Arnosiook,  reported  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  olbccrs  of  the  Jackmu  (vestercluy)  that  one  or 


more  gun.s  are  upon  the  islaml  nt  Ornnt's  Pass;  they  .saw  onegim  fired 
from  there.     May  it  not  have  been  the  trmiboat  there  (     Saw  tlier 
gunboat  and  a  large  schooner. 


November  o. — 8:30  n.  ni.  Wlnoun,  Lieut^nant-C^ommander  fA.  W.J 
Weaver,  anived  from  rensaeola  to  blockade,  leaking  H  iucliea  per  hour 
since  leaving  Pensaeola. 

November  &.— 6:30  p.  m.  large  red  light  burned  for  sometime  nt 
Fort  Morgan,  signifying  it  is  unsafe  to  go  into  the  bav,  or  out  of  it — 
Oretof 

November  7. — 0  p.  ni.  the  admiral  aiTived  in  the  Ilartjoitl,  accom- 
panied by  the  RichmonJ  and  Tennessrf:  conununicated  and  proceeded 
to  the  southward  and  westward.  Dispatched  a  (piarter  boat  with  an 
officer  and  six  men  to  land  on  Sand  Island  as  a  night  watch,  armed 
with  seven  rilles.  and  having  n  skilf.  10  p.  m.  boat  returned  with  said 
parly,  surf  Iiaving  prevented  their  landing. 

November  S,  Aroofitook  brought  in  sloop  liJwardy  7  tons,  from  New 
Orleans,  with  provisions,  bound  to  Pensaeola.  Iiaving  a  permit 
siCTied  hy  Rear-.Vdmiral  D.  (5.  Farragut,  permitted  the  EJwnnl  to  pass 
(althougb  hej*  papers  are  all  irregular),  with  a  caution  that  they  aub- 
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jeet  him  fx>  capture.  Screw  R.  R.  Cuylrr  having  oome  in,  took  hor  off 
the  outsiflp  hlockado  to  assist  inshore.  She  reported  strange  sail  in 
sight  to  be  l'.  S.  Heliooner  Sani  IJfruston,  lenking,  bound  tol'ensaeola. 
3  p.  m.  Moutffumrnj  came  iij).  bringing  Havana  jiupers  ISth  October. 
Reports  arrival  there  from  Mobile  of  schooner  Alice,  73  bales  cotton; 
schooner  Ariel,  19  t-ons,  six  <Iays  passage.  St<'ain  packet  L.  A.  Syken 
brought  reports  from  hieutenant-C.ominander  Adams,  of  steamer 
Jackson,  Boilers  an<l  engines  o(  Jackson  badly  used  up.  Only  three 
fjuHrts  nf  (lii  DP  Iiitfir<).  Cimnl's  Pass,  one  gun  on  tbe  island  there, 
besides  one  armed  steamer  and  schooner  Ki?}(/  (2  guns)  and  several 
guard  boats.  Will  cominunicato  across  Dauphin  Island  daily  at  9 
a.  in.  with  trunboat  outside  and  ()i)pusile  Gravline  Bay-  If  conunand- 
ing  olTieer  has  orders,  put  tlu'iii  lui  board  the  s<-hooner  at  Petit  Bois 
[]slHn<l]  Pass,  with  which  conununication  may  be  had  by  boat.  5: 15 
p.  ni.  ordered  the  Cuyler  t-o  anchor  in  5^  fathoms. 

JVovcmbcr  .'*. — 5  p.  m.  saw  smoke  of  three  steamers  in  near  Grant's 
Pass;  and  one  off,  or  over  F(U*t  Morgan. 

Novrmber  I  J.-  4:^if)  a.  m.  having  14  tons  coal  on  boar<l,  started  for 
Pensacola,  leaving  Captain  Thoniton  .\.  Jenkins,  of  the  Orteida,  with 
the  Cmflrr,  Knn/itrhn,  Pocithontns,  and  Aroostook,  blockading  Mobile 
Bay  out.side,  and  the  Jaclson  in  the  sotind.  12  m.  nnrhorcd  off 
Pensacolu  navy  yard.  Hitchcock  "represents  things  and  people 
arouiid  the  navy  yard  rather  disorganized,  and  put  many  things  upon 
me.  But  I  must  hasten  back  to  Mobile  Bar  for  fear  of  the  Oreto  and 
the  rebel  vessels  attacking  our  gunl>oats.  Captain  Hitchcock  says 
there  are  numerous  gixiceries  openetl  outside  of  the  yard,  selling 
whisky  to  soldiers  and  sailors  and  creating  trouble.  He  closed  them 
accordinglv  and  Forbade  their  selling  an\'thing.  Up  says  people  and 
their  fanufies  are  coining  from,  he  knows  not  where  nor  how,  and  are 
occupying  the  houses  outsside.  to  the  detriment  and  danger  of  tbe  yaitl 
as  a  oepot.  Receiving  this  statement  a.s  it  is  made,  and  peiveiving  the 
disasteit*  to  winch  this  may  lead,  unh-ss  thi-  Further  .settlement  of  the 
village  is  stopy>ed  at  once,  or  until  a  police  be  organized  to  keep  order 
there,  I  have  stopped  families  coming  there  to  settle  unless  they  he 
the  Families  of  lanorers  in  the  yard.  I'nder  this  rule  I  began  to^ay 
with  Joli!i  Gilmore.  who  brougfit  hi.s  family  and  furniture  from  Pensa- 
eola  to  occupy  his  old  ]>remises,  without  reference  to  any  one.  I  for- 
bade (lilmore  s  landing. 

A^ovtiuhcr  tii.  Alhiitmss  and  Rnhio  sailed  to  destroy  salt  works  at 
St,  Andrew's.  The  Rohio  then  lo  cruise  on  lati1u<le  28°  N.  between 
96"'  and  94°  \V.  for  one  month,  then  return  to  Pcnsactda. 

Xoiyemhcr  17.-  -One  Hichard  Haynes,  a  refugee  fmm  (leorgia,  caino 
in  destitute*,  and  asking  for  labor,  put  him  to  work  in  the  yard  [Pensa- 
cola).  Deserted  from  a  regiment  at  Knoxville.  Reported  great 
destitution  as  prevailing  and  great  dLsconlent  among  the  soldiers. 
Many  of  them  unwilling  to  fight,  but  are  forced  to  do  it.  Does  not 
si'e  how  Ihey  can  get  through  the  winter.  They  lliirik  l!u*y  had  heller 
throw  down  their  arms  at  once.  Three  Georgia  regiments,  barefmit, 
had  mutinied  at  Richmond,  hut  were  overawed  and  subdued  by 
20,001)  men.  Shoes,  pointing  to  his  own,  §12  a  pair:  salt  in  some 
places  SI  per  pound. 

November  25. — Captain  Jenkins  made  a  report  from  Lioutenant- 
Commander  H.  C.  Blake,  coinnninding  at^'amer  HaUrra^,  conc^nung 
tho  disappearance  of  the  following  persons  from  the  U.  S.  schooner 
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Maria  A.  Wood,  vi«.:  Aoting  Muslcr  Anlhojiy  Chase,  eomiuaiuiing 
Maria    Wood:  Ai-ting   Mn-stfi's   Mute   Clomt'iit  J.    Haan:  Acldlpluis 


Uftmbtirg, ■qiiarterninstpr;  .jafotj  kh-kiidc,  rttincn  ivpiiev,  i  iiurica 
iiijjshy,  laiKisnu'ii;  supposed  to  have  boon  cantured  off  ?asoagoiila. 
.5  p.  ni.  roffivi'd  dispaU-lies  fnmi  Cnptain  .k-nkins,  informing  iiio 
that  he  hun  infonnation  that  the  Orclo  is  iiistantlv  to  come  out  fioin 


Mobile  Bay  uruU'r  cover  of  throe  giinhoat^  and  one  ram,  h)a(Jed  with 
I./iOO  to  1^700  hales  of  rotltm.  and  oomiimndod  hy  Captain  John  K. 
ilitchell.  This  report  reads  well  except  the  cotton  part  of  it,  which 
casts  a  distrust  on  the  story.  1  hcliove  »\\v  is  a  rain.  I  go  clown  to- 
morrow;  (here  appears  to  he  some  anxiety. 

Snvemhtr  Vff. ^12:40  p.  m.  got  underway  and  started  for  Mobile 
Bar;  anrlmred  at  6::iO. 

Xorfnihrr  ?7.-  Ca|)li»in  [James]  Stillwell  ordered  to  sound  the  pass 
next  to  Dauphin  l-sinnd,  and  to  watch  ihiil  pass  as  well  as  Mi<hllo 
Channel.  At  dark,  stoanicr  working  in  the  hay  fired  up  and  steamed 
away  to  N.  N.  W.  Slonp  hldnyird  sent  in  ui»der  j)rize  master  by  Lieu- 
tenant-CV»mniander  Adams,  under  ordors  nf  Captain  Jenkins;  said 
sloop  sailed  under  nass  from  Keiir-Admiral  F'arragul.  <ialod  Novem- 
her  IH.  \S\)2.  frnm  New  Orleans,  for  Ponsacoia.  with  supplies  <jf  fruit 
and  sun<irii\s  for  the  navy  and  army.  I  (hcreforo  totik  tint  (he  prize 
master  and  ]>cniiitted  lier  If*  go  tn  I'ensacola,  cautioning  him  not  to 
attempt  to  na.ss  here  at  night.  Tliat  she  caused  the  Heel  to  lose  two 
anchors  on  ner  hist  trip  to  New  Orleans.  Kiver  steamer  working  at 
something  fall  dav)  on  the  west  hank  of  the  channel  N.  W.  from  Fort 
Mot^an.     At  dusk  she  steamed  up  and  pr(H'eede<l  up  the  hay. 

November  ^H.  9  a.  m.  river  steamer  returned  and  resumed  her 
work.  At  sunset  slie  went,  round  in  Oram's  Pass.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Stillwell  reports  6  schooners  and  2  sloops  at  Grant's  Pass. 
At  sunset  I  saw  3  schooners  and  2  sloops  in  the  bay.  standing  over  in 
that  direction.  At  dusk  saw  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  in  the  hay  tu  tho 
eastwaJ*d  of  [FortJMorgan.  1 1 :30  t!ie  Sykcs  l)rought  letters  from  the 
admiral. 

November  29. — 12  a.  m.  [meridian]:  The  atmosphere  being  clear, 
I  saw  for  the  first  time  line  of  piles,  where  the  river  steamer  was  seen 
working,  extending  nearly  across  the  narrow  channel  inside  of  the  bar, 
hearing  N.  \V.  from  Fr»rt  Morgan.  The  wind  blowing  fresh  from  tho 
westward  the  pile  driver  is  not  at  work  this  forenoon. 

Novemhrr  SO.  -h:^0  a.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  at  II  oVIock 
last  night,  with  launch  and  first  cutter,  armed,  to  examine  the  nature 
of  (he  obstructions  which  the  rebels  are  tdacing  in  the  hay.  The  boats 
returned  at  i'w'M)  a.  m.  Lieutenant  ^!ilchcI^  reports  a  line  of  piles 
extending  E.  S.  10.  to  be  on  the  west  hanl^of  the  cnannel  and  opposite 
the  middle  ground.  They  are  firmly  in  the  ground  and  in  5»4  feet 
water  to  the  eastward,  nnming  into  6'i  feet  to  the  w  eatward.  Bearing 
by  comnass  from  Fort  Morgan  \.  W.  by  \V.  He  sounded  ail  the  way 
.  acn>ss  tne  flats,  steering  S.  S.  W..  finding  lea.-^t  water  t>  leet.  Steamor 
'with  schooner  alongside  driving  piles  all  day.  At  dusk  they  went  over 
to  Giant's  Pass.  rj  p.  m.  Kanawha  joined  company;  anchored  her 
inside  the  bar  after  dark. 

Oeci'inber  J .     4  p.  rn.  pile  driver  went  over  to  (Jrant's  Pass. 

Drcemhrr  S.  Kanaicha  brought  in  tow  .sloop  Himna  Pinto,  taken 
by  the  fftitteraji  in  the  sound,  proceeding  ttiward  (Jrant's  Pass;  would 
not  heave  lo;  has  pass  finjui  admiral  to  go  to  Pensacola.     Sent  her  to 
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Pensaw>Ia  to  wait  miniiral's  decision.  Uatttms  explored  northern 
shore  of  sound  and  saw  nothing  but  ver>'  small  UiaLs.  One  ranlive 
said  the  horees  were  taken  from  the  j^urerillas  on  the  co&si  and  liie 
guard  disbanded. 

December  /f. — Captain  Blake  sent  out  Xo  me  Peter  Evato  and  Joseph 
Marabele,  <leHerter.s  innn  rebel  piTil>ott1  Morgan.  Eaeh  of  tht-tii  liad 
a  ]>ass  signed  by  Charh'.M  Graves.  liHitrnant  and  executive  uirirer, 
dated  2d  instant,  till  6  p.^ni.  Thev  saw  tiu'  Orettt  at  Oo^  River  last 
night.  She  is  ready  to  run.  and  is  oidv  watching  her  ehancp:  lias 
no  cotton  or  cargo;  is  not  plated;  ha.s  l.'iO  tnon  and  8  rifles. 
Grant's  Pass  is  impractiraljle,  but  Pa.ssm-nm'  [Pass  aux  Ili'rons]  has 
6  or  8  feet.  Tliis  is  cldscd,  however,  by  piles  being  driven  across  the 
entrance.  No  ginis  mounted  (here.  Tlie  gunboats  at  Selma  are 
ready  to  be  launched,  but  they  want  high  water.  Tliink  they  are  not 
rams.  Destitution  prevails.  Three  hundred  men  in  [Fort]  Gaines, 
700  in  fKortl  Morgan.  500  (?)  in  Mobile,  every  man  having  been  sent 
to  Hirhiiiorid.  Nf)body  but  wonu'U  left.  (Note.  Tliis  agrees  nearly 
with  the  report  from  tfie  Sd,  yesterday,  that  all  their  horses  are  taken 
away.)  They  heard  of  no  steamboat  going  out  of  the  bay  since  the 
arrival  ol  the  Oreto. 

DfCfmher  -5.  3  a.  m.  observed  a  schooner  standing  out  ihnmeh 
the  main  rlifinnel;  brought  her  to  with  two  guns  and  sent  a  prize 
crew  on  board  to  anchor  her  till  daylight.  Whilst  this  was  trans- 
piring made  2S2  by  Coston.  Tlie  Ctnjhr  alone  got  underway. 
hrtiTiebnc  made  no  move  of  anv  kind,  although  slic  was  out  of  her 
station.  Prize  sdiooner  provetf  to  l>e  the  / i\dfpt  ndrju-f ,  from  Pensa- 
cola."  to  whom  the  admiral  gave  a  pass  to  go  to  New  Orleans  and 
back  for  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  people  around  the  navy  yard. 
13  a.  m.  let  her  go,  uilh  admonition  t<h  keep  clear  of  blockade. 

December  S'.  Sent  Lieutenant  Mit<*hell  to  examine  the  position 
of  the  piles  in  the  Itay.  11  p.  ni.  Lieutenant  Mitchell  reported  the 
fiiles  t<i  start  in  4  feet  water,  due  west  from  Fort  Morgan,  and  extend 
t(t  the  westward  W.  J  N.  in  the  direction  of  fFortl  Gaines. 

Dtcfmber  / .'.  — 10  a.  m.,  Commander  Febiger  steamed  up  and 
informer!  me  that  he  yesterday  assisted  the  collier  John  TniHit  Ut 
get  off  the  bar  at  Petit  Hois  [fsfand]  Pass,  where  .she  had  run  aground 
in  the  ni^hl.  Also  tbiil  llic  rcfiels  have  brought  to  Grant's  Pass  a 
floating  Imtterv  and  established  tents  on  the  small  island  there.  I 
at  once  sent  orders  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake  to  apjdy  the 
llnttmis  and  Jackson  to  drive  them  off.  The  llniteras  mounis  one 
;^(>-pounder  Parrott  and  Jack^mn  mounts  one  sO-puunder  Sawyer, 
in  addition  to  smoothbores.     I  irad  tliis  ortler  to  Captain  Jenkins. 

December  /d. ^Yesterday,  Hth,  the  Fenihina  brought  over  a  de- 
serter, calling  himself  James  Walker,  frtmi  the  rebel  gunboat 
Morgan,  taken  in  the  sound  by  the  liaiieras.  His  reports  confirm 
all  we  have  before  healed  from  deserters  a.s  to  the  force  of  the  rel>els. 
He  says  two  rams  are  ready  to  be  launched  at  Selma,  waiting  high 
water.  Says  Passarone  [I^ass  aux  Heronsl  has  12  or  \'.\  feet  at 
the  northeast  ei»trance,  but  not  more  than  CA  feet  at  the  western 
entrance.  Grant's  Pass  is  closed.  Pasisanuio  [Pass  aux  Herons] 
has  three  rows  of  piles  across  entrance  to  the  northeast.  Pemhina 
also  brought  over  Contraband  John  Raptiste  with  a  sailboat  vdi)\ 
which  he  ran  the  blockade  at  Fort  Morgan  on  the  night  of  thq  l^^th,. 
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the  fort  firiiiii:  at  him  several  shot**.  Handed  liira  over  to  Com- 
mander Hilcmuck. 

IhrfmhtT  10. — KeportN  by  Kenn^her  jt\\nt  an  alarm  wa^i  given  at 
0  i>.  m.,  loth,  of  a  veswl  running  out,  and  next  morning,  16th.  ai 
daylight  a  schooner  was  si'en  on  fire  and  aground  on  the  shoal  to 
the  eastward  of  Sand  Island.  Cotton  drifted  off  from  her.  For- 
waided  reports  from  Lieutetiant-Coiniuanders  H.  C.  Blake  and  H.  A. 
Adams  ni  ihoir  havin^'^  a|>prou4'hed  as  near  Shell  Bank  [Islandl 
hatlcry  at  (irant'.s  Pass  as  Inoy  rnuld,  in  ahout  two  inili^,  and  opened 
fire  upon  it  and  thi'  rehel  steamer  Srinia.  Thn  Iltittnvs  has  two 
30-pounder  and   one    2U-pounder    Parrotts  on   board.     The  Jnck- 

tuyn. .     Shell    Bank    (Island]    battery   returned    lire   from    two 

heavy  rifles;  (me  shot  passed  over  the  Jaekson  and  anulher  burst 
short.  Two  botnbpniofs  and  several  tents  are  ereetfd  llieiv.  All 
the  shot  fi-om  the  .SV/m«  fell  ^liort,  and  Captain  Adajns  slates  that 
most  of  his  own  fell  short  also.  The  vessels  retired  after  drawing 
the  shot.s  from  the  rifles.  Captain  Blake  picked  up  -Jim  Bowman, 
slave  of  one  McCauley,  Mobile  fon  the  ir>tn);  also  tlu^e  soldiers  on 
Dauphin  Lslnnd,  named  J.  N.  Adcoek,  T.  C.  Conant.  Alfred  Y.  Moss, 
privates  from  Fort  Gaines,  ronunanded  by  (Colonel  Cieorge  W. 
Smith  [Geo.  A.  Smith?].  Captain  Jenkins  ordered  the  fJatfrrnji  to 
join  llw  blockade  off  the  bar,  m  consecpicnce  of  two  gunboats  having 
been  sriit  awav. 

December  26.  8  p.  m.  steamer  Syk-fs  arrived  from  New  Orleans 
with  dispatches  from  admiral.  Jirooklyn  to  go  to  Mississippi— take 
100  men  from  the  Potomac — divide  amnmnition,  provisions,  stores, 
etc.,  and  send  Sporlaman,  Knhn.  and  Keimmjlon  into  river  Ix'avn 
Commander  llitWirock  in  e<unmand  of  blockade  of  Mobile. 

December  21 .  Syk-ix  left  without  my  letter  for  the  admiral — my 
fault.  As  the  admiral  w  ill  not  soon  leave  the  river.  I  dischai^ed, 
the  prize  sloop  lioKijui  Pinfo,  found  near  <lrant'3  Pass  by  Ciiptain 
Blake,  of  the  IlatUnis:  the  owner.  Auguste  Barra.  declaring  it  wotJ 
entirelv  from  ignorance,  as  he  hsd  never  before  bwn  on  that  coast. 
1-Ast  night  light-house  was  lighted  up  for  first  time^4lh  class,  fixed — 
to  be  shortlj-  replaced  by  1st  class,  i-evolving.  Present  light  seen 
13  miles. 

December  22.     Directed   the  bombers  0.  H.  i<«,  Sarak  Bruen^ 

Griffith.  Sen  Fmim,  and to  take  in  two  months'  supply  of 

pntvisions  and  stores  in  readiness  to  sail  tt>morrow  for  New  Orleans. 
The  Horace  licaU  will  be  ordered  to-mornjw,  as  the  l»rig  liahio  or 
the  hark  H'.  G,  Aiulerson  may  take  her  place  for  the  defense  of  Pcn- 
aacola.  Siipp'sted  this  to  Commander  Hitchcock,  and  that  thr  other 
vessel  should  l>e  stationed  to  flank  the  navy  yani,  as  the  defenses 
are  much  reduced,  a  number  of  the  troops  Having  been  withdrawn. 

December  ^^.  -  1 1  a.  m.  g<»t  imderway  ami  started  for  New  Orleans. 
Storcship  Supply  on  the  Caucus  Shoals:  hauled  her  olT  and  towed 
her  out  to  sea.  s  n.  m.  spoke  the  Oneida  ofT  Mobile  Bar.  and  hearing 
from  Captain  .lonkins  that  he  can  keep  the  s<»a  without  dilliculty, 
and  that  nithougli  one  bow  port  was  seriou.'^ly  broken  and  the  toi>- 
gallaiit  forecastle  cauU-d  to  one  side,  there  was  another  br(»ad.siae 
port  in  which  ihe  mm  might  be  worked.  I  concluded  to  push  on  to 
New  Orleans,  and  left  at  9  p.  m. 

Drrcmher  2(i.  Anchorcfl  at,  New  Orleans  at  n<M>n;  Kear-Admiral 
Farragut  preacnt  in  the  Uartjord. 
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January  3,  1863. — 4  p.  m.,  dining  with  iho  admiral.  He  received 
a  t<'loK''*"'  from  the  South  West  Pass  that,  on  the  niornjnj;  of  Jan- 
nary  l,Genoral  Ma^nidtM*,  with  a  train  of  artillon'.  assisted  b\-  four 
rams,  fortifird  with  notton  hales,  attArkr<l  the  s(|uadr(m  in  (ialveston 
Bay  and  captured  the  V.  S.  S.  IlarriH  iMnc  and  two  (vtal  hmks. 
Steamer  UVa//i<W^rounded  and  was  hk>wn  up,  UiHin^  Captain  Ren- 
shftw  and  othci*s.  The  Clijion.  Owasco,  and  Snchem  havmg  i>een  driven 
out,  and  t!mt  CJalveston  was  completely  lost  to  us.  I  remarked  to 
the  admiral  that  "  I  am  ready  for  any  serviee,"  to  which  he  repUed, 
"Then  go  down  as  soon  as  you  can."  About  60  of  my  men  were 
atUi  on  shore  on  a  debauch.  Sent  ofKcer  on  8hore  to  get  them  on 
board  that  night.  10  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Clinton  airived  from  Galveston 
in  confirmation  of  The  dreadful  news. 

Jfivminj  4- — 11  a.  m.  £jnt  umierwav  and  went  down  river.  Port 
boiler  heuan  tn  leak  baJly,  and  finally  it  became  so  bud  the  fires 
were  bnuled  and  vessel  steamed  under  one  boiler  (starboard).  10: '^0 
p.  m.  andiored  off  Pilot  Town.  Midnight  the  OtiviHCO  and  Sacliem 
entered  the  river  and  anchored  near  us.  (hrasco's  smokestack  down 
and  Sticherr).  lost  one  propeller,  still  her  rate  of  steaming  was  3  knots. 
Owasco  and  Sochfm  renorted  as  baWly  cut  up.  Sent  the  fetter  in 
(ow  up  the  river  and  tne  former  to  haul  aloneaide  of  the  Pampero, 
shin  her  smokesta<'k,  and  proeeod  up  ri%*er  to  the  admiral. 

Januanj  -5.  J  p.  m.  got  underway  in  e.ompany  with  the  Sdota 
and  started  for  (ialveston,  having  ordered  Lieuteuant-CVimniander 
Ivowry  to  touch  at  Sabine  Pass  to  observe  the  state  of  thinjrH  there. 

Januanj  0, — I>Ast  night  hoarded  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Camhrui,  wirii  )rot)ps 
on  board,  having  touched  at  (Jalveston  Bar,  becamo  distrustful. 
The  l>oat  he  sent  ashore  did  not  return,  and  the  Cambria,  after 
waiting  twenty-four  hours,  returned  to  the  river,  taking  Galveston 
pilot  with  him. 

Jfjvuanf  7. —  II  a.  m.  anchored  off  Galveston  Bar.  Observed 
back  of  the  town  one  brig-rigged,  supposed  to  bo  (be  Harrift  Lane, 
two  barks,  two  seliooners,  and  two  bay  steainers.  On  Fort  Point 
(N.  E.  end  of  Galveston  Island)  saw  an  earthwork;  men  at  work 
there,  and  a  number  of  tenia  and  a  number  of  troops  marching  up 
the  beach. 

January  8. — 3  p.  m.  the  Cayuga,  Lieutenant-C'ommander  McDcr- 
mut.  joined  me,  ha^nng  left  the  nver  on  Mondav.  4  p.  m.  the  Scutta 
also  joined  company;  reported  having  spoken  the  Momina  lAqhf  and 
sehooner  linchel Sfaman  off  Sabine  Pass,  '2  miles  distant,  hlockading. 
Also  that  he  fell  in  with  the  KendxugUm  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the 
Morning  L'ujhi.  T  left  the  Kerttfi.figion  in  the  river  on  the  5th;  boiler 
damaged,  and  directed  Captain  Groeker  not  to  come  out  to  sea,  but 
telegraph  the  admiral  for  fresh  orders. 

January  0.~9  a.  m.  sent  Captain  McDermut  to  Mataeonln  and  Aran- 
sas passes  to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  there.  Aannral  promi.scd 
to  send  me  tlie  llaftem/i.  I  p.  m.  ubservtHi  two  steamers  in  the  bay 
towing  two  scows  with  derricks  U)ward  Pelit^an  Spit,  and  the  wreck 
of  the  WeMtpehl;  her  smoke.stack  and  engines  still  standing.  Alsti  a 
pilot  boat,  with  a  Hag  of  truce,  standint;  toward  the  shin  from  the 
harbor.  2  p.  m.  .sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  with  an  anned  boat's  crew 
in  one  of  Uie  cutters,  with  a  white  Hag  in  the  liow,  to  meet  the  flag  of 
truce.  Hoisted  a  while  flag  at  the  fore-masthetul.  3  p.  in.  received 
on  board  Major  IJ.  B.J  Eustb,  of  l}»e  staff  of  General  Magruder,  and 
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Caf>lnin  [P.]  McGn'al,  of  tlir  Confcxlprttt*'  Army,  who  l>ore  a  letKr  frtun 
Gonerul  Mtigrudor,  addrossod  lo  the  "Commanding  OHicrr  of  the 
Blockading  .Squadron,  Galveston  Bay,"  stating  that  Captain  Ueu- 
shaw  liad  entered  the  harbor  of  Galveston  with  his  uquadron  under  a 
flaj;  of  trme.  and  thai  the  sanif  ^^<l(md^m  "  ewapcd  in  the  late  atimk 
(hy  the  Confederates),  na^ssin^  out  with  the  white  flaj;  flyinj;,  and  all 
except  one  left  hefore  th*'  expiration  of  the  time  apreed  uimhi  for  the 
truce."  He  entpiires  ''  of  the  eoiumanding  otHrer  of  ilu*  blockailin^ 
ship  now  oif  this  harbor,  if  the  white  Ilaj:;  is  to  be  recogiiiized  and 
respected  as  a  Hafi  uf  truce."  Gave  the  gentlemen  wine,  ciyars,  and 
newspapers.  They  left  at  sunsi^t  with  my  letter  to  General  Magrudcr. 
Before  the  boat  reached  the  ship,  I  signalized  for  Cai>lain  \A)wry  to 
come  on  hoard,  and  he  and  Lieutenant-<'ommande.r  ilatfield,  one  or 
both,  were  present  in  the  cabin  all  the  time  of  the  interview.  The}' 
claimed  a  great  victory  at  Vicksbun;  and  another  at  Raton  Rouge. 
Captain  McGreal  remarked  that  "Admiral  Porter  met  with  a  si^ial 
repulse." 

January  W. —  10  a.  m.  weather  ch»ared  up,  showing  the  laiul  distinctly 
and  parties  working  on  the  beach,  apparently  lhn>wing  up  breast- 
works and  hauling  toward  the  fort  on  tne  point  of  the  island.  1 1  u.m. 
ICenffintjton  stopped,  on  her  way  t«  Rio  Grande,  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
prixjeeded  on  her  way.  with  orders  to  stop  here  in  returning.  lliIJO 
New  London,  Commander  [Ahner]  Read,  reported  for  duty.  1  p.  ni. 
made  signal  for  the  Sciotn  and  Nfir  lAfndon  to  get  underway,  and 
having  explained  to  Captains  Read  and  I.<owr\^  that  my  object  wa*;  to 
shell  tlie  working  parties  on  the  beach  wlio  were  erecting  breastworks 
on  the  strip  of  hind  N.  E.  from  the  city,  and  after  that  proceed  farther 
down  and  shell  the  HarTut  Lant,  which  lay  at  the  upper  wliarf  «>f  the 
city,  her  mastheads  being  visible.  At  2  p.  m.  this  .ship  and  the  AVw 
lAnidon  opened  upon  tlie  batteries  referred  to  and  the  worknien  then 
fled,  but  the  hauling  to  the  completed  battery  on  this  i>oint  was  con- 
tinued. Lieutenant  Mitchell,  of  this  ship,  shot  away  the  flag  over 
the  battery  named,  which  was  soitn  hoisted  again.  The  Sciofa  com- 
menced immediately  upon  the  Ilarrift  Lane,  throwing  rifle  shot  over 
her  and  some  short.  (■ajJtain  Lowrv  states  that  the  Harr'ut  Ijone 
meantime  shifted  her  bertli  twice.  This  ship  anchored  in  ^\  fathoms, 
6,000  yards  distant  from  the  batteries  referred  to.  The  Seiota  and 
Nf^v  London  approached  to  about  4,000  yards  and  did  good  practice; 
6.000  yards  was  the  extitme  elevation  or  range  which  wc  could  give 
the  Itlb-pounder  and  80-poundor  Pflrrotts,  nearly  every  shot  falling 
within  the  lities  of  the  enemy.  Niiu'teen  shots  were  fired  from  each 
of  these  guns,  .some  of  the  -lO-poundei-s  falling  short.  Captain  Ltiwry 
aLso  states  that  he  saw  a  ram  insi<le  or  behind  the  fortes.  like  the 
Ensex,  iron-plated  in  front  and  raised  nmidships.  This  1  consider  to 
bo  Iho  only  ram  they  have,  being  barriraded  on  the  deck  with  rotton 
►  bales.  Tlie  enemy  showed  no  guns  except  siime  live  or  six  Heldpieces 
abreast  the  town.  At  4  p.  m.  the  very  moment  1  made  signal  to  with- 
draw from  action,  the  steamer  JUitUras,  Lieutenant-Commander 
H,  C.  Ulake,  re|Kirted  for  duty,  bringing  me  29  men  from  the  crew  of 
the  Wfntfifld.  At  G  p.  m.  the  nic&uwvilijinn,  Lieutenant-Commander 
[R.  Ij.]  I^aw,  arrived  and  reported  for  duly. 

Janwir?/ //.—  Sunday.  The  day  clear  and  beautiful.  Enemy 
actively  at  work  (»n  the  fori  on  the  point,  seemingly  moving  guns,  but 
Hot  'MX  the  unliuished  batteries.     A  steamer  alongside  the  wreck  tif 
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the  Westfield.  One  of  the  barks  was  brought  down  below  the  town 
Itist  nijjlit  Hti<l  Iny  iicitiss  the  rhannpl.  Tlip  Hinriet  Lone  dropped 
down  noar  the  iiiiddle  of  the  channel  about  noon  and  loosed  her  fore- 
topsail.  12  o'clock  the  Cayuga  returned  fn)in  Aransas;  reported  alt 
sate  there.  2  p.  ni.  sent  flaUrrti^  to  cha.se  stranj;e  sail  S.  E.  by  E. 
3  p.  n».  sail  reportctl  fniui  iimsthead,  sent  IlaUmin  to  ihase.  At  ttun- 
Bot  saw  her  hist,  about  12  niile±>di.stant  south.  7:15  saw  the  (laches  of 
gun.s  and  lieard  the  sounds  of  heavy  pnjs  hearing;  S.  J  E.  Hailed 
Scioto  and  iUnjuffa  to  get  underway,  the  funuer  to  steer  S.  K.,  the 
Utter  S.  by  W.  At  7 :30  the  Brooklyn  underway.  Steered  S.  \  E.  for 
the  flflshes.  The  firinc  lasted  about  twenty  minutes.  Judged  the 
guns  to  be  about  16  miles  oi\.  Carried  all  the  steam  we  could  get  up, 
airs  light  from  S.  S.  E.  Doubled  the  lookouts,  ran  8.  {  E.  35  uiiles, 
and  cruised  about  to  the  southward  and  westward  till  7:30  a.  m. 
without  seeing'anvlhing,  Galveston  light  bearing  N.  3**  E.,  distant 
G2  miles.  Steered  N.  J  W.,  running  \)\  knots.  At  11  a.  m.  dis- 
covered two  masts  standing  out  of  water,  perfectly  upright,  except 
rake;  tops  awasli.  also  the  gaffs,  light  topmast  si  angling.  I'nited  Slates 
naval  pendant  flying  (pluyfully  and  uiironsc  ious) ;  brought  it  on 
board.  Hurricane  deck  adrift  and  nuich  of  the  wreck  llonttng  about. 
Ofiicers  tif  boat  recognized  the  UatttntH  by  a  chafe  on  her  hurricane 
deck,  which  she  received  from  the  jib  guys  of  the  Brooklyn  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  3d  of  January,  s}»e  having  swung  foul  of  this  ship. 
She  lay  in  WJ  fallioms:  saw  no  remains  of  men.  Left  the  spars  stand- 
ing anti  steered  N.  1  W.  12  in.  pirketl  up  three  boal:<  adrift  frtun  the 
wreck,  two  lifeboats  being  fastened  iDgcther  by  lM>als'  painter.  Kell 
in  with  the  Sciota  and  aiu-hored  *)jr  Galveston  at  3  |i.  in.  Present^ 
Nfw  London,  Clijion,  Cayuga.  Received  un  boarrl  Actuig  Ma^iter 
Leandcr  H.  Partntlge  and  5  men.  survivors  from  the  flatUras.  They 
arrived  in  her  gig  rariy  in  the  morning  and  went  on  board  of  a  gun- 
boat. Mr.  Partridge  relates  that  they  chased  a  bark-rigged  steamer 
having  verj*  high  mainmast,  which  stood  away  slowly  from  the  land. 
Late  ni  the  day  llntUros  made  signals  "  Suspicious  sail"  (which  was 
not  seen  here).  To  the  hail  of  the  IJatieras  (Captain  Bluke) .  stranger 
replied;  "  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Sfnijirr.''  Captain  Blake  said,  "  I 
don't  understand  yoti."  Stranger  answered,  "  I  don't  understand 
you.'*  Captain  Blake:  "I'll  send  a  boat  on  board  of  you/'  and 
ordered  a  IwiHt  lowered.  Mr.  Partridge  started  and  had  barely 
shoved  olT,  when  the  slrtinger  lired.  after  gun  first,  then  second  and 
third  broadside  ^uns.  ilotUras  responded  quickly,  and  both  vessels 
started  ahead  finng.  and  left  the  boat  astern.  They  fought  for  about 
fifteen  minutes,  liattmitt  blew  off  steam,  both  cIos<hI;  heard  pistol 
shots  and  cheerinj;.  Partridge  being  doubtful  as  to  the  is.sue,  pulled 
for  the  land  anri  joine<l  the  s<piadroii  this  morning.  Forwarded  Mr. 
Partridge  to  the  admiral  by  the  Clifton.  4  u.  m.  consulted  with 
Lieutenant-C*fuimandcrs  Uead,  Law.  Lowrv>  McDennut,  as  to  the 
chances  of  an  attack  on  Galvciiton  with  tfte  New  London.  Clifton, 
Sciota,  and  6'oi/r/rtrt^having  only  one  pilot.  Uead  was  for  it.  Ixiwry 
and  McDermut  thought  tlu're  was  no  chance  of  succe,ss  without  aid  in 
case  of  grounding,  of  which  there  was  every  probability,  as  there  ia 
only  one  pilot,  channel  narniw,  intricate,  and  no  landmarks  to  guide — 
only  buoys  on  the  outer  shoals,  which  they  did  not  understand. 
Captain  Law  said  he  had  rather  not  say  anytlung.  but  was  ready  for 
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snjj  attack  I  mtghl  make.     All  of  tliem  pxprcssod  thpmselres  readf 
g»  in,  howpvrr.         My  ciwn  opinion  was  tliat,  ronsidoring  tho  intrir; 
cies  of  tho  phannol,  the  absence  of  distinct  landninrks  (beinc;  with< 
j>il(tta).  the  presence  of  the  /larrUt  Ijonf  inta<'-t,  which  liail  hauled 
the  lower  part  of  the  harbor,  lying  across,  the  presence  also  <if  a  r« 
which  hiv  at  Pelican  Spil,  and  the  IncreiiseH  (Icieuses.  that  thf*  Ioh^*  nf 
tlie  Ilatterns  made  it  injudicious  lo  hazard  the  vessels  wit  lunit  a  betlei^ 
prospect  of  success,  particularlv  as  it  is  inciinihent  upon  mo  tr>  di^H 
patcli  a  vessel  without  delay  to  inform  the  admiral  of  the  presonce  of  •" 
formidable  enemy  on  the  coast,  and  not  only  the  delay  attending  au 
attack  of  one  day  at  least,  and  llirn  the  uncertainty  of  nuviijp  a  vessi 
left  lo  make  the  pa-tsagc  with  the  disjmtch.     If  there  were  pilot,s. 
should  have  felt  heller  assured.     A  single  ves.«M»l  grounding;  under  thi 
hntteries  would  hnve  insured  her  total  loss  and  pn>bably  load  to  lb 
loss  of  all.     It  is  with  a  bitter  and  lasting  pang  of  grief  I  give  it  up, 
the  blockade  of  the  port  with  the  Unrritt  Lane  rcadv  for  sea  is  a  ve._, 
difficult  task  for  so  small  a  Heet  as  is  in  the  Gulf.     There  will  he  cm- 
aure.  inconsiderate  censure.  l>ut  I  can't  help  it.     I  can't  overcome  th 
difliculty  of  whoal    water  and   a  crooked   narrow  channel    withoiii 
pilots,  or  small  draft  vessels  lo  assist  such  iis  ground.     At  midni^h 
dispatched  the  (HijUm  with  letters  to  the  adnjiral.  informing'  hira  o: 
particulars. 

Jauuartj  IS. — Hazy  and  very  thick  at  timoa.  Sent  Ntw  London  W- 
anchor  near  the  bar.  Late  in  the  afternoon  saw  three  six-horse  u*anu 
hauling  to  the  fort  on  the  point:  sent  toTaptain  Head  (o  sliell  them  by 
ert^ssing  the  bar  a  little  way.  By  the  time  the  boat  reached  him,  the 
fog  shut  them  out  of  view.  Very  tmhnppy  to-day.  Sent  the  .I  mon 
who  escaped  from  the  llatieras  lo  the  Sciot^t  with  message  to  Captain 
Lowry  to  take  care  of  them. 

Jtinv<irij  /jj. — 7:30  a.  m.  made  signal  to  Cayuga  (so  thick  she  couM 
not  see  il)  for  the  Snota  to  get  underway.  Sent  her  rjrders  to  proceed 
with  the  CtiifUfja,  takiiig  care  not  to  part  company,  to  communicate 
with  the  Kittaiinity  at  Matagorda  Bav,  and  /m/iwr  off  Aran.siis.  and 
bring  up  mformation  as  to  those  ves.sels  and  the  Ken^ingion.  9  a.  m. 
Scioi*!  and  Cayuga  started.  Uaining.  wind  light  from  S.  K.  by  S.,  and 
swell  rising  from  S.  S.  K.  Cayuga  and  Sew  Lonffon  have  but  five 
days'  coal.  Sciota  a  little  more.  Mr.  Brooks  reported  to-day  more 
leaks  in  the  boiler,  which  he  can  not  repair  short  ot  eight  da  vs. 

January  W.--Can  ol>serve  nothing  doing  on  shore.  'Ilie  Harriet 
Ixinf  all  ataunto,  apparently  ready  for  sea,  sails  bent,  and  lying  oppo- 
site the  lower  wharf.     She  would  be  as  bad  as  ^0(K  once  otil. 

Januanj  77.— Schooner  beating  out  witli  white  lla^.  put  back. 
I2:*J.5  p.  m.  Owasco  arrived  fnmi  New  Orleaius;  also  schooner  J»abel 
Bhkf ,  from  Boston,  assorted  cargo,  for  Galveston,  believed  the  port 
to  be  open.  O^mei-s  [arej  pa.s.simgers,  Me-sjsre.  Clemetis  and  G.  W. 
Wilder,  formerly  merchants  m  Galveston;  also  Mr.  Macintosli,  of  the 
firm  of  IMmcanson,  Sherman  &  Co. 

Januanj  IS. — Stormv;  eastcrlv  gales,  with  rain  and  heavy  sea! 
from  S,  E..  current  N.  £.,  ship  rolling  heavily.  At  1 1 :4I)  p.  m.  lying 
in  the  trough  of  sea.  Ship  rolled  violently:  IX-inch  gun  in  star- 
board stern  p<vrt  capsized;  smashed  both  f>Liuiaclcs.  Gun  under 
shoot  anchor  parte*!  train  tackle  and  got  adrift:  snuished  lower  port 
ahuttor.  Gun  opposite  also  worked  loose.  Sea  unsliipped  the  port 
shutters  of  pivot  gun  ports.  Several  barrels  of  vecelablos  broke 
adrift  und  audtnl  to  the  confusion,  also  overything  on  tlie  berth  deck. 
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Janwiru  t9. — 2  a.  m.  slipped  cable  and  .steamed  slowly  ahead  to 
sea.  At  (1aylii;Iil,  s«a  Ki*eatly  mu<lerated:  rftunu^l  and  anchored  at 
9  a.  III.  A  s<(»ittre-iijjgi*<l  vessel  lyiut!  above  the  oily,  and  two  more, 
sqimrt'-ri^jj^ed,  lying  high  up  the  bay,  were  seen  fruiii  tlie  Lops  Ihia 
altemoon.  The  one  above  the  city  is  believed  to  be  the  nanlH 
Idijte.  The  enemy  diligently  improving  his  batteries  and  extending 
them  on  the  point.  Observed  numerous  piecej*  of  lieavv  timber  sot 
upritrlit  in  the  ground  on  the  w*'st  side  of  tlie  work  on  Kort  l^oint,  stoek- 

tade  like,  as  if  meant  for  bombproof  or  iron-ca:^ed  balterici*.  Captain 
Read  heard  the  chvshing  of  railroad  iron  wlieii  thrown  down.  Thia 
battery  is  S.OOO  yards  from  the  nearest  approaeli  by  lliis  ship,  and 

•  the  guidtoats  can  approach  it  only  by  crossmg  the  bar.  1  have  but 
one  pilot;  the  gunboats  draw  from  10*  feet  to  10  feet  )S  inches,  channel 
narrow,  shttals  extensive,  and  the  enemy  is  believed  to  have  two 
pff«*<tivr  rums,  drawing  nttt  more  than  4  feet,  and  the  HarrUt  Lan^ 
intact.  One  gunboat  grounding  would  probably  lead  to  tlic  loss  of 
all.     Other  batteries  observ'ed  nearer  the  city. 

Janiuiry  .^0. — Schooner  came  out  from  tlie  port,  white  Hag  at  the 
maiji.  Sent  Lieutenant  Milchell  with  wlute  (lag  to  meet  them,  lie 
brought  on  board  Colonel  J,  J.  Cook,  C.  S.  Army,  and  Lieutenant 
[().  O.j  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  bearers  of  a  dispatch  from  French  consular 
u^^ent,  Benjamin  Theron,  also  fnim  General  Magruder.  Answered 
the  latter  and  requested  them  to  senil  a  boat  out  to-morrow.  General 
Magruder  seat  a  verbal  message  that  he  would  par*>le  the  crew  of  the 
Uarv'nt  Lune  if  1  would  provide  them  transportation  to  t]w  North. 
The  Forly-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  wen'  on  their  waj'  to 
Vicksburj;  for  exchann;e.  Lieutenant-(  ■oininan(Jer  I^owry  was  present 
nearly  all  the  time  of  their  stay.  These  ollicera  brouglit  a  package 
of  lettei-s  fium  the  crew  of  the  Hnrr'tri  iAine,  and  eight  or  ten  from 
rebel  officers,  all  open  and  strictlv  of  a  dome.sti<-  nature.  Lowry  read 
them.  The  rebel  ofTiccrs  left  a  little  after  4  p.  m.  Late  in  tho  after- 
noon observeil  men  at  work  f»n  a  battery  in  the  nort}ieast  end  of  the 
eitj'.  near  old  hospital,  where  the  enemy  had  un  ii-on  casemated 
battery. 

Jnnnnnj  ^1. — Schooner  flying  a  flag  of  truce  came  out.  Sent  let- 
ters to  Frencli  consular  agent  and  General  Magruder  by  Lieutenant 
Mitchell,  who  delivered  the  letters  and  returned.  F^lng  of  truce 
upturned.  This  morning  observed  the  boat  whi<'h  was  out  under 
white  flag  yesterday  sail  into  the  harbor,  at  the  same  time  missed 
three  shoal  buoys  which  w^ere  in  their  places  yesterday,  viz,  inner 
bar  buoy,  middle-ground  buoy,  and  turning  buoy.  Tlie  two  latter 
were  near  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  and  under  the  guns  of  their 
forta.  The  bar  buoy  is  in  sight  on  the  beach.  Mv  letter  to  him  (tlie 
general)  charged  him  with  removing  them  under  flag  of  truce. 

January  2:^. — In  the  forenoon  a  schooner  came  out  under  flag  of 
truce.  Sent  second  lieutenant  to  meet  her.  He  received  a  letter 
from  ime  Citlonel  X.  li.  Debray,  in  command  temporarilv,  and 
schooner  returned  to  port.  2  a.  'm.  the  Tenuettitef.  anchored,  Imving 
touched  at  Sabine  Pass  at  9  ]>.  m.  yesterday.  Saw  ship  Morning 
LU/ht,  hailed  her;  some  one  answered,  She  is  in  the  handsof  the  rebels, 
Captain  [John]  Dillingham  a<4hore,  and  ho  had  no  boat  to  send  aboard, 
nor  men.  She  was  in  17  feet  of  water.  With  this.  Captain  [J.  D.j 
Childs  left  immediately;  he  saw  another  vessel  not  far  off.     At  3:20 
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a.  ra.  I  sent  orders  to  CaptAin  Ahner  Read,  in  the  New  London,  and 

Lieutenant  Coinnmnder  MoDonimt,  in  the  Cayttga.  to  y^n  ti>  SabiiiA 
and  rocaptun^  (»r  desLn^y  the  Morn'nuj  Litjht,  etc,  Init  tbt»te  Te£e>eb 
did  not  got  olT  boforn  7  a.  in.,  for  sonic  roaj^tm  or  nth^r.  Yesterday 
I  sent  for  the  commanders  to  sav  T  wished  thoin  to  fim  into  the  wi»rk- 
men  whenever  they  saw  them  tlirnwing  up  batterioct  after  5  p.  m.  of 
that  day.  an  I  had  given  the  conftuLs  and  others  warning  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  but  not  to  fire  into  tlie  city  unless  batteries  were  in  line; 
that  they  might  begin  next  morning  (tiMiay).  Read  liaving  th< 
next  be«t  jjun  to  my  100-|>ounder,  I  relied  upon  liU  long  ran^je,  th< 
othei-s  having  only  20-pounders.  This  alTair  at  Subine  intrrniple 
this  design.  7  a.  m.  stood  t()  meet  a  thnM^-mastcd  vcssi'l,  whir 
proved  to  be  the  Kiftatinntj,  Acting  Ma-ster ('.  \V;  Lamson,  from  Mata 
gorda  iihwkado,  leaving  no  vessel  there.  She  was  bound  to  Pensacolft 
for  repairs.  I  onlered  her  back  to  blockade  Matagorda,  as  X  bad 
just  issued  a  notice  of  blockade  of  Sabine  Pass,  rialvcston,  and  all 
Texas.  As  bo  was  short  of  olficers,  I  sent  him  Acting  Mtt.ster  I^ander 
fll.]  Partriiige,  who  came  in  the  Tenneaxee  to  join  the  Mornint/  Light. 
This  was  the  officer  who  escaped  from  the  flarrlet  Lanf  on  the  uight 
of  tlu'  11th.  Expecting  to  receive  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  Lane^  I 
detained  the  Tennessee  to  take  them  on  board. 

Janiifinj  .!^. — 7:30  stood  out  to  overhaul  a  ship.  Proved  to  be 
11.  R.  M.  S.  Hhutldu,  Captain  Hewctt,  wajiling  to  <onununicate  with 
his  consul;  sent  a  boat  on  board.  Returned  to  my  anchorage,  fol- 
lowed by  the  liinaldo,  and  anchored  at  HJ;20.  Rinhldo  sent  in  boat 
a  gun  was  fired  hoin  fort  at  her  approach;  boat  stoppi^l  a  while  am 
then  went  in.  10:20  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  to  meet  a  schoone 
coming  out  with  white  llag  at  main.  At  12:30  p.  ni.  Colonel  J.  J. 
Cook  and  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  S.  .(Vrmv,  came  on  hoard  and  deliv- 
ered two  dlnpatches.  one  from  Colonel  X.  B.  Debi-ay,  tempoi-ar)- 
commander  of  (.lalveston.  the  other  from  General  Mfignider.  dated 
Houston,  and  per  telegraph.  Delivered  a  reply  to  Colttnel  Dehrav's 
letter  in  reference  to  the  buoys,  and  Lieutenant  Mitchell  accompanipd 
Colonel  Cook  &  Co.  to  thosenooner.  wliich  returned  to  port.  Colonel 
Cook  remarked  that  thoy  have  Captain  Wauiwright's  property  sent 
down  from  Houston  and  will  bring  it  on  board  to-morrow.  These 
flags  of  truce  are  great  hindrances  and  yet  arc  indiNpen-sahle.  Shortly 
after  this  flag  of  truce  came  out,  another  went  alongside  of  the  liinnlffo 
and  a  salute  of  nine  guns  was  fired.  The  schooner  made  a  brief  visit 
and  returned  to  the  shore.  At  5:20  the  R inahht  ^ol  underway  and 
stood  to  the  eastward,  Captain  Hewett  having  kindly  offered  to  take 
letters  to  Havana  if  I  have  any  to  send.  Yesterday  I  sent  a  copy  of 
my  notice  of  blockade  to  that  oflicer,  and  a  copy  t<»  Die  British  consul^ 
reque-sting  him  to  send  it  ashore  to-day  by  hi^  boat.  To-day  I  sent  a 
copy  to  itr.  Th^'ron.  French  consular  agent  and  Spanish  vice-consul.  I 
alao  sent  a  copy  to  Coiwul  Shufeldt,  requesting  him  to  give  it  publicity. 

Jnnn'inj  .'.6. —  1  a.  m.  TffimsKff  got  underway  and  started  for  New 
Orleans  with  my  dispatches  for  the  a<ltniral.  to  t<iuch  at  Sabine  Paaa 
rfor  informution.  Ntit  he«ring  further  from  the  crew  of  the  Harriet 
Ltine  I  coid<l  not  detain  the  Tennrsatf  any  longer.  9  a.  m.  got  imder- 
way  to  shell  the  batteries  at  Old  Hc»spi(al  and  on  the  beach,  and 
6t<K>d  down  in  tlmt  direction.  At  0:15  cloare<l  for  action;  at  9:40 
saw  a  scho<»ner  standing  down  tlie  harbor,  white  Hag  at  her  main. 
Stopped  engines,  Nunnery  Hospital  bt*aring  N.  W.  by  W.   ^   W, 
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Turned  ship's  head  to  return  to  mv  anclioraee.  At  10:07  schooner 
inside  retiinied  up  the  liarbor  un<l  hauled  (h*wn  white  Hap,  and  I 
returned  to  my  anchorage.  II  a.  m.  the  Kensington  returned  from 
Rio  Grande,  the  weather  there  having  been  so  stormy  as  to  prevent 
his  communicating  with  shore  till  recently.  He  saw  the  Arthur 
and  Kiftutinny  on  hiis  way  back;  no  news  of  ;^90,  but  the  Oreto 
has  readied  Havana.  At  5  p.  in.  the  Kensmgion  prtM-eecJed  to  Xew 
Orleans;  sent  du]>li(aled  letters  to  ndniiral.  0:30  gunlioat  Kalahdin 
arrived  from  New  Orleans,  having  touched  at  Sahino  Pass.  Brought 
letters  from  Commander  Kead.  Itebejs  set  fire  to  the  Morning  Light 
on  the  23d,  as  soon  as  the  gunboats  hove  in  sight,  and  burned  her; 
her  guns  are  in  her  bottom.  SLx*  steamers  are  inside  and  threaten 
to  attack  him. 

January  27. — ^11  a.  m.  three  shore  batterie.s  began  to  fire,  none  of 
their  shot  falling  near  the  ships,  some  shells  burst  in  air. 

Janwtrif  28. — 9  a.  m.  flag;  of  truce  reported  coming  out.  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Nfitchell   tu  meet  it  and  receive  letters.     1 1   a.   m.   Major 

[Edward]  Von  Harteii  and  Lieutenant  ,  C  S.  Army,  were 

bnnight  on  l»<»ard  with  dLspatclics  from  tlic  French  consular  agent 
and  British  consul,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  notice  of  con- 
tinuation of  blockade,  etc.,  and  from  General  Magruder,  informing 
me  that  the  crew  of  the  Uarriet  Lane  and  Forty-second  Massachust>tttf 
Volunteers  were  sent  to  Vicksburg.  Oommi^tsioned  officers  retained 
a*;  piisoners  of  war.  Major  Voti  Harten  atso  delivered  to  me  the 
remaining  property  of  (he  late  Commander  J.  M.  Wainwiight,  con- 
sisting of  1  trunk.  1  .sworil,  1  cocked  hatbox,  1  tmveling  bng,  I  linen 
bag.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  ab.ovp-namcd  ofiicers  left  the  ship,  bearing 
a  letter  U*  the  French  consul  and  my  receipts  for  the  pniperty  of 
C^>mmander  Wainwright.  Wind  light  from  north;  the  boat  did  not 
get  into  the  harbor  before  4  u.  ni. 

Jamtary  ^9.—^  a.  m.  got  tlie  vessels  underway  and  called  the  cap- 
tains on  IJoard;  told  them  I  wished  f^  fee!  their  [the  rebel]  battenes, 
to  ascertain  what  they  have  on  this  beach  (outer) ;  U^  fire  deliberately 
and  waste  no  ammunition,  The  Brooklyn  then  stood  in  near  the 
buoy,  bringing  Old  ]los])itaI  (northeast  end  of  the  city)  to  l>ear 
W.  N.  W.,  distant  5,U00  yards,  ship  in  3  fathoms.  The  gunboats 
bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  from  me,  opened  fire  with  my  two  rifled  guns  on 
a  new  battery  at  Old  ffospilal.  The  fuzes  itt  the  IDO-pounder  burst 
in  the  air,  except  one,  and  none  of  the  shot  from  the  30-pounder  were 
seen,  except  those  tiiat  fell  in  the  water.  After  a  while  one  gun, 
rifled  (probably  30-pounder),  returned  fire  from  that  fort,  shot  fafiing 
a  little  short.  Ounboals  nroceedoH  .slowly  S.  W.,  throwing  an  occa- 
sional shot  on  to  the  beach,  until  they  readied  the  upper  part  of  the 
city:  there  two  rilled  guns  opened  from  an  ir<»n-ca.sea  battery  of  two 
embrasures  which  opened  and  closed  ever\-  time  they  fired.  The 
most  southerly  of  these  two  guns  woJi  a  fine  one,  pr<»hably  50-pounder, 
thi'owing  all  of  its  shot  over  us,  we  being  in  5  fathoms,  could  not  see 
where  our  shot  fell.  Inference:  Gunboats  can  go  within  a  half  mile 
of  the  beach  at  night  ami  fire  the  city  by  shelling,  and  with  compara- 
tive impunity,  whenever  it  may  be  dwirable  to  attack  the  works  and 
th?  troops.  Di^patche*!  the  !<ltt  MvLeml  to  Sabine  to  take  on  board 
chain  cables,  ane.hors,  grms.  etc.,  fnnn  the  Morning  Light.  At  10 
p.  m.  sent  the  Katnhdin  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  llie  guuboats  at 
Sabine  IPass]  and  rejoin  me  in  two  days. 
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Januanf  SO. — Barkcntine  Young  America,  clearcti  from  New  York 
61  li  Jnmiary,  ass4>rte*i  cai-go,  fur  Clalvoston,  ain:lit>re<I.  I)i'lii*ving  at  llio 
time  of  licr  clearing  that  the  port  waii  in  possession  of  the  United 
States.  On  the  istli  .lanutirv  Messrs.  Wilder  and  Cleinson,  who  were 
here  in  the  stbooiier  Isnbtl  Jjlakr  under  ihe  sanu-  circLinistAnccd,  in- 
formed me  of  the  cuniinj;  of  this  vessel  as  part  of  their  own  venture; 
therefori'  I  do  n<.)t  ra|)ture  her,  but  have  warned  her  off  the  whole 
»outhern  eoast  of  the  I'liiled  States  except  New  Orleans,  Port  Roy^, 
and  Beaufort,  Wind  and  sea  ficintf  fr<nn  the  K.  N.  K.,  the  eaptaui 
begged  to  lay  liere  and  rest.  Having  dispatehes  t),»  send  to  the 
adniiial.  1  assented.  There  were  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  on  hoard, 
ft)nnerly  uierehants  of  Galveston,  who  vhiiined  the  cargo.  A  MiiJS 
Harriet  M.  Baker,  i)elc«iging  to  Houston  City,  was  a  passenger  also, 
in  eharge  of  ^frs.  Butler.  She  [>t!titioned  to  he  sent  un  shore  to  her 
friends,  lieiiig  young  and  two  years  ahsent  from  her  liome.  I  eould 
not  grant  her  request,  biit  referred  her  ease  to  the  admiral.  Itusca 
arrived  from  New  Orleans,  bringing  me  dispatehes  from  the  admiral, 
stating  that  he  has  now  sent  me  six  gmihoats  to  make  the  attack  on 
Galveston.  If  1  consider  it  too  late,  leave  three  gunboats  here  to 
blockaiie,  and  return  to  New  Orleans  with  the  Iiro<Myn  and  the  other 

three  gunboats  to  assist  iii  tlie  attack  on  Fort ;  he  will  wait 

ten  days  for  me.  His  letter  was  dated  lifitli  -lanuarj-.  I  wrote  him 
in  reply  that  he  eould  not  have  been  aware  of  t  he  capture  of  the  Morn- 
ing Liaht  and  schooner  Velocity  at  Sabine  Pass  by  tlie  rebels:  that 
they  threatened  to  break  the  blockade  of  the  entire  coast  with  the 
IJarnet  Lane  and  river  boats;  tliat  three  of  the  *8ix  gunboats"  aro 
blockading  six  steauwrs  at  Sahiiu'  which  threaten  to  attack  him,  and 
tliis  vessel,  with  tlie  other  three,  are  off  Galveston  blockading  the 
Harriet  Imiw,  etc.,  and  I  shall  therefore  wait  further  orders  from  him. 
The  Ittisca  stopped  at  Sahine;  brought  me  a  letter  from  Commander 
Head,  stating  that  Lieutenant-C'omniauder  P.  C.  Johnstm  had  been 
chased  out  the  nidit  of  the  .lOtli  by  a  three-masted  steamer,  supposed 
to  be  the  JOO,  and  they  went  out  the  next  morning  to  hunt  her,  but 
did  not  liud  her.  Yesterday  the  captain  of  the  i)arkentine  Young 
AmtT^ca  stated  in  bis  first  interview  that  at  3  o'clock  that  morning 
he  saw  a  two-masted  vess<»l,  with  smokestack,  which  he  took  hir  one 
of  our  gunboats.  Believing  her  to  bo  to  an  anchor,  and  not  wishing 
to  alann  her,  he  tacked  and  stood  to  the  eastward  \\i  miles,  till  a 
quarter  of  o.  then  tacked  again  and  stood  west  a  little  north,  hoping 
to  speak  her  at  daylii^ht  (*j  o'clock),  but  saw  no  more  of  her.  Kept 
on  same  course  and  made  laud  at  7:30  a.  m.  and  shortly  after  these 
ves.sels.  This  is  the  ^00  [that  wasjset'n.  .'i  p.  m.  sent  tHe  Sciotii  and 
Owasco  to  bring  in  a  throe-masted  st^hooncr  bearing  south.  Her  con- 
duct was  remarkable,  sometimes  on  one  tack,  then  on  the  other,  then 
end  on.  Snota  made  signal  that  "  The  strange  sail  is  an  enemy."  I 
thought  so  myself  and  got  unden^av  at  4:30  p.  m.  Steamed  down 
south.  Gave  orders  to  l-ieutenanl-Commander  [K.  F.  R.]  Lewis,  of 
the  Itiisca,  to  order  the  Ytmntj  Atnrrica  io  get  underway  and  stand 
off  with  her  till  I  cume  back.  The  Sciota  fireil  three  guns  at  tlie 
slranger.  (i  p.  m.,  .strange  .sail  proved  to  be  the  Kittalinni/;  ordered 
lier  in  to  the  anchorage.  10  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Lamson  came  dn 
board.  Said  he  had  chased  a  sloop  up  to  Vclasco  and  current  swept 
him  u])  liere;  did  not  know  he  waaso  far  up;  accounted  for  his  strange 
appoorauco  and  maneuvers  by  light  winds  and  unmanageable  vciisel. 
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I  ordered  him  to  return  to  his  station  forthwith.  He  now  says  there 
are  Iwo  stoamera  at  Matagorda  Bay.  They  can  not  come  out  except 
in  very  Huiooth  times. 

January  SI .  — 10  p.  m.  jjave  my  dispatches  to  Midsliipman  Henry 
T.  Grafton  to  proceed  with  tlu'in  in  the  Youmj  America  t<»  New 
.Orleans  to  dcUvcr  them  in  pnrson  to  the  admiral.  Sent  orders  to 
captain  of  the  hurkentine  to  t;et  underway.  He  begged  to  remain 
until  morning,  as  tlie  wind  was  tight  from  the  soutli.  It  was  uf  lililo 
consequence. 

February  I. — 10  p.  m.  dispatched  the  Otaasro  with  dupUcates  of 
my  letters,  des<Tib)ug  tlie  state  of  things,  luui  informing  him  thai  we 
are  nearly  out  uf  coal,  and  begged  tliut  tuu  coal  vessels  he  st>nt  im- 
mediately. Made  .same  request  l)V  Y'ottnff  Atnerim.  I  sent  Ouxtsco 
because  ner  steam  valve  in  ateani  clieift  is  broken  and  she  can  scarcely 
move  with  less  than  twentv-four  pounds  steam.  She  is  short  21  men 
and  her  general  condition  Is  Imd. 

Ftfiruiiry  ^. — 9:'M)  n.  m.  ol>served  ii  wliooner  standin)^  down  the 
harbor  witli  white  flag  at  tlie  main,  and  tlic  while  Hag  hoLsted  at  the 
flagstaff  on  Fort  Point.  Clave  orders  for  u  boa.1  to  \ie  sent  to  meet 
the  llag  of  truce  boat  when  she  should  clear  Kort  Point  coming  this 
way.  11  :l{0  white  Mag  at  Fori  Point  and  on  schooner  hauled  duwn 
an^  schooner  retumeti  up  the  harbor.  7  p.  m.  sent  the  Sciota  and 
Itasca,  down  the  ci>ast  as  far  as  Aransas  to  speak  llie  Arthur  and  show 
themselves  off  >Vransas,  Lavaca,  MatagDida,  and  Velasco,  appearing 
off  the  latter  at  daylight  to-morrow. 

FcJfruaru  6*.  9  a.  m,  sent  Katahiiin  t<i  pick  up  a  boat  in  the  offing. 
Found  in  ner  two  refugees  (Germans),  viz,  Peter  Souu  and  Kdward 
Garritz.  former  bricklayer,  latter  Idacksmith.  Both  men  have  been 
secreted  in  Galveston  ever  since  the  gunboats  were  driven  out.  Say 
there  is  an  irontJad  batt<'ry  of  two  guns  on  the  southwest  side  of  the 
city  on  the  beach,  and  one  32-poundor  300  yards  more  to  the  cast- 
ward,  placed  there  on  the  4th.  They  are  enlarging  and  casing  with 
railroad  iron  the  fort  at  Old  Hospital,  northeast  part  of  the  city:  have 
mounted  7  iron  guns  and  0  woudeu.  At  Pelican  Spit  have  4  wooden 
guns,  no  iron.  Do  not  know  of  any  fort  on  Fort  Point  nor  of  raUroad 
track  laid  tliere,  yet  this  latter  fort  is  tlie  most  fortnidahle.  They 
arc  building  another  bridge  across  to  Virginia  Point,  2  miles  fartlier 
to  the  westward,  and  in  slioaler  water  than  the  old  one.  which  they 
fear  being  burned.  The  Harriet  Lane  was  towed  up  to  Harrisburg  at 
"the  last  great  rise  in  the  bay"  (ISth  January}.  Her  engines  will  not 
work;  does  not  know  why;  do  not  know  what  they  will  do  with  her. 
Know  of  ovXy  one  ram  irc»n-nlated ;  the  others  are  river  Vioats,  barri- 
caded with  <'otton  15  feet  high,  open  a.steni.  2  p.  m.  Sriota  and  Itasca 
returned  from  ,Vransas,  havmg  seen  the  Arthur  and  Kittatinny.  Wi 
quiet;  no  sail  or  steamer  is  ever  seen  on  the  coast.  At  Velasco  ob- 
served ft  fort  of  three  guns,  wliicb  iired  upon  them,  their  shot  going 
over;  ours  fell  short;  about  400  soldiers  present.  At  Pass  St.  Louis 
iSan  Luis  Pass]  observed  breastworks  and  soldiers.  Not  the  sign  of 
a  sail  or  steamer  visil)lc  on  the  coast  or  in  the  sounds. 

Fei/ruartf  7, — Sciiooner  coming  out  with  llag  of  truce  at  the  main. 
Koisti^d  wlute  llag  at  our  fore.  1  p.  m.,  the  schmtner  being  near  the 
bar,  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  to  meet  her,  sending  in  by  lum  tlu-ee 
letters  for  citizens,  viz,  Major  Kuslis,  Lane  and  Williams, ^Irs.  Raker; 
also  private  letters  fur  Acting  Master  [0.  H,]  Hamilton  and  Assistant 
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Engineer  [C.  H.]  Stone,  of  the  Harriet  Lane.  The  schooner  returned 
to  harbor  and  Lieutenant  Mitchell  brought  off  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Debray,  informing  me  of  the  death  of  Acting  Master  Willis  F.  Mon- 
roe, of  the  Harriet  Lane,  Slat  January.  Also  forwarded  a  letter  from 
Acting  Master  Dillingham,  of  the  MomiTig  Light,  and  mail  from  her 
crew. 

February  17. — 7  p.  m.  sent  Katahdin  to  blockade  Velasco;  boilers 
reported  unsafe. 

February  18. — 9  a.  m.  got  underway  to  examine  harbor  and  de- 
fenses. Stood  down  the  coast  into  3^  fathoms,  bringing  western  part 
of  city  to  bear  north  by  compass.  Observations  made  from  mast- 
heads by Wright,  quartermaster,  and  Ensign  M.  W.  Sanders 

and  Acting  Master  L.  Wells.  Reported  a  new  bridge  partly  con- 
structed about  1^  miles  to  southward  and  westward  of  the  old  or 
present  bridge  crossing  to  Virginia  Point.  Two  schooners  and  a  hulk 
there,  one  of  them  in  appearance  a  brigantine.  A  lai^e  [force]  of 
men  at  work  between  the  two  bridges,  as  if  extending  the  railroad. 
Saw  a  battery  of  two  guns  at  this  end  of  old  bridge  and  a  body  of 
troops  encamped  there.  Saw  one  gun  mounted  on  southwest  side 
of  city  near  railroad  depot.  Ironclad  battery  of  two  guns  on  the 
beach,  already  mentioned,  and  one  at  Old  Hospital.  Four  steam- 
boats in  the  harbor,  tlu-ee  schooners,  and  a  two-masted  vessel  over 
Virginia  Point.  Thence  stood  to  the  northward  into  4  fathoms, 
bringing  the  light-house  to  bear  by  compass  W.  Lieutenant  Mitchell 
at  mastliead  reports  seeing  over  ana  beyond  Bolivar  Point  two 
schooners,  one  aredging  maclune,  one  vessel  like  a  bark,  yards  all 
down,  one  ocean  steamer;  to  the  left  of  light-house,  four  schooners 
and  two  steamers;  at  the  city,  three  steamers.  Can  see  no  works  on 
BoHvar  Point  nor  men;  laree  herd  of  cattle  there.  On  Pelican  Spit 
an  earthwork  witli  four  embrasures.  Liglit  gun  in  the  fort  on  Fort 
Point,  the  work  apparently  square.  A  red  buoy  anchored  off  the 
pomt  (Fort).  At  1  n.  m.  anchored.  Flag  of  truce  observed  coming 
out;  lioisted  white  flag  at  the  fore.  At  2  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchefl 
to  meet  Hag  of  truce  (schooner).  4:15  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Mitchell 
returned,  l)ringing  two  reliel  oiHcers  on  board  with  a  dispatch  for 
General  Bunks,  open,  from  General  Magruder;  also  letter  from  Col- 
onel l)el)ray,  requesting  tlie  blockade  to  inform  the  officers  of  foreign 
shijis  of  war  wisliing  to  communicate  that  tliey  should  hoist  white 
flag  near  the  beacon,  **in  order  to  avoid  accidents  now  beyond  our 
control."  Brought  dispatches  also  for  French  and  Spanish  ministers 
at  Washington  and  for  myself  from  M.  B.  Th<'nm,  French  and  Span- 
ish consular  agent,  informing  me  that  ,]{'■{[.  Davis  lias  ordered  him  to 
leave  Te.xas.  The  functions  of  his  office  will  be  discharged  by  Mr. 
Charles  Haas,  merchant  at  Houston,  for  France,  and  M.  EmileSim- 
mur,  merchant  at  Houston,  for  Spain.  6  p.  m.  the  Hag  of  true* 
acluxmer  to  an  anchor  near  tlie  light-house,  3  miles  distant,  wind  and 
current  against  him.  Lieutenant  Mitchell  left  the  ship  to  (*(»nvey 
the  rel)cl  oflicers  to  (lag  ol  truce  st^hooner.  10  and  1 1  p.  n».  fired  the 
howitzer  and  burned  Cosion  light.s  for  boat.  At  'Z.'.M)  a.  ni.,  the  19th. 
Lieutenant  Mitchell  returned  with  rebel  officers,  Major  Mason  ana 
Lieutenant  Cook.  m>t  having  found  the  schooner.  Receive<l  those 
two  officers  in  my  cabin ;  gave  them  supper  and  beds. 

February  lU.  6  a.  m.  observed  flag  of  truce  a(!hooner  near  the  l)ar: 
sent  rebel  officers  on  board  in  charge  of  Midshipman  [J.  \i.\  Bartlett. 
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At  S  a.  m.  flae  of  truce  schooner  anchore<I  aiid  a  barriraded  steamboat 
canio  out  aiul  took  \w-r  in  tow. 

Fehruanj  24.  Steanior  l>rou(|:ht  Miss  Harriet  M.  Baker,  by  per- 
mission of  Ot'noral  Ranks  and  Admiral  Farragiit,  to  be  landed  at  Gal- 
veston. Sent  boat  to  the  beacon  to  display  white  Itac  as  signal  for 
the  rebels  t-o  send  out  a  boat.  Weatlier  soon  came  on  tliick  and  boat 
returned.  At  ^  p.  ni..  supply  steamer  beinj;  ready  to  go  down  the 
coast,  received  Mis.-^  Baker  on  Uiard  to  lie  landed. 

Fehnmnj  :?/.—  IO::iO  a.  ni.  sent  in  a  boat  witli  Miss  Baker  to  meet 
the  Iwat  coming  out,  and  having  transferred  Iier  to  the  authorities 
of  the  other  boats  ours  returned.  Before  leaving  the  ship  Miss 
Baker's  baggage,  consisting  of  two  tninks,  was  overlmuled  for  arti- 
cles conLraband  by  Lieutenant-Conunander  Hatfield  and  Surgeon 
S.  Jackson;  none  were  found. 

Februani  2H.  —  \  a.  m.  put  my  dispatches  on  board  the  steamer 
Unkrn.  Sne  sailed  at  daylight.  9:35  a.  m.  got  underway  to  exam- 
ine the  ofhng.  it  having  Seen  reported  that  smoke  of  guns  was  seen; 
also  two  vessels  in  the  same  direction,  K-  S.  K.  11  a.  m.,  seeing 
uolhiiig,  turned  round  to  regain  my  aiiclujragc,  10  miles  distant. 

AntutnittUM  0/  &€  Watfieiii  and  Harriet  Lotte,  capturtd  and  dexOvyrd  of  OalirjHan. 

Wetttfield. — One  60-pounder  rifle,  2  IX-inch  Marsilly,  4  32-pound- 
ers,  57  cwt. 

Harrut  iMue. — One  3fl-pounder  rifle,  1  X-inch  pivot,  2  IX-inch 
Marsilly,  2  24-pounder  howitzers. 

These  guns  are  known  to  be  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  and  in 
addition  to  the.^e  is  1  X-inch  columbiad,  which  lay  in  the  l)attery  at 
Fort  Point,  making  in  all  2  X-inch,  4  TX-inrh,  1  IVi-nonmlers  57  cwt., 
1  50-poundcr  rille,  1  30-poundrr  riile,  2  24-pounder  nowilzei's. 


Extracts  from  private  diary  0/  Commodore  B.  IJ.  Bell,  V.  S.  Navyt 

tS63—No.  6. 

March  t,  J863. — At  U  a.  m.  the  New  London,  G>mmander  Abner 
Rea<i,  came  down  from  Sabine  by  my  order,  in  reference  to  the 
"blockade  of  Galveston  by  three  or  four  gunboats''  and  one  off 
Sabine  (PnssJ,  in  cn.se  the  Krooklt/n  shall  leave  to  join  the  admiral 
for  attacking  Port  Hudson.  While  in  conversation  with  Head, 
receivetl  another  report  of  the  disabiUty  of  the  Katahdin's  boilers. 
She  is  not  worth  a  straw  feu-  aei-vice.  4  p.  m.  weighed  and  stood  to 
the  northward  into  li  fathoms  to  e.\amino  narbor  and  bay.  Obser\'ed 
in  Rust  Bay  a  bark,  one  cn-van  steamer  having  two  short  mast^,  hull 
painted  black,  and  rum  Hayon  (,'iUf  alongside  of  her.  In  the  harbor 
of  the  citv  four  steamboats  and  eight  or  ten  small  scliooners.  Pile 
driver  and  steamboat  at  work  in  lower  harbor  as  if  making  a  battery 
on  the  mud  bank  adjacent. 

March  ^.—  Observed  a  gang  of  200  or  300  hands  at  work  upon 
the  neck  between  the  city  iind  Fort  Point,  as  if  grading  for  a  railway. 
Having  sbe!le<i  working  narties  before  on  this  neck  of  land  without 
materially  interrupting  t^icir  work,  I  considered  it  impotent  and  a 
waste  of  ammunition  to  lire  on  them,  particularly  with  the  present 
aea  running.     Observed  also  a  structure  of  logs  building  upon  pilos. 
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driven,  tts  nearly  as  I  could  judge*,  upon  the  edge  of  the  narrow- 
esl  part  of  tho  i-htmnpJ  hctwpon  city  and  Kort  ri)iiil:  ti  iMilCrry,  I 
Lake  it  to  he,  in  imitalioii  of  the  ii-onclads  orp<'UHl  off  Dog  Kiv*»r  Bar, 
Mobile.  If  it  he,  tho  modn  of  attackinj?  it  will  bo  to  Knock  ftway 
the  jiilcs  at  llif  wiiter  line  ond  the  Htructure  falls, 

March  S. — 8  a.  m.  Ita^tca  arrived  from  Nt'w  Orleans  to  join  blockmie 
hHrf>,  with  orders  for  the  HnmHifn  to  join  liiiii  (tlir  ndmiml)  at  New 
Or]i*anb  as  soon  us  the  Genemee,  t'omniiindor  MK'ond),  slnill  arrive 
to  relieve  me. 

March  //.—Had  the  bay  examined  by  Lieutenant  Mitchell  anJ 
Ouart^-rmasler  Wright.  Reported  the  ram  and  three  schoonoi-s  in 
(he  bay,  also  a  steamer  with  tliree  short  masts,  whieh  they  guessed 
was  the  flarritt  Lnne.  ThtTeupon  I  went  up  into  the  main  top  and 
saw  no  other  steamer  than  tlie  rum  aforesaid.  The  thing  winch  thoy 
took  for  a  steamer,  1  could  not  see  tho  chimney  of.  She  had  two 
shoit  masts  and  a  hull  not  longer  than  a  large  schooner  which  lay 
near  her,  and  her  hull  not  so  liigh  out  of  water.  Masts  close  together, 
as  close  as  the  schooner's.  1  take  lier  to  be  the  brit;antinc  which 
waa  employed  at  the  brid^^e  buU<Uug.  I  observed  a  strong  p^^\t.  of 
men  roust ructing  an  earthwork  tigainst  a  wooden  structure  to  the 
northeast  of  the  city:  apparently  a  fort  bearing  upon  the  entrance  to 
the  lower  hnrlwr.  The  wooden  structure  was  seen  three  or  four 
days  ago;  to-day  it  is  covered  and  sun*oiuided  with  sand.  I  observe 
anotlu-r  work,  apparently  of  hoards  put  tugether  hke  the  roof  of  a 
house,  situate  i>n  the  extreme  point  of  Galveston  Island,  terminatiug 
in  the  lower  harbor.  It  looks  as  if  it  wore  designed  for  armor.  Con- 
siderable sea  on,  which  preventeil  my  throwing  a  few  shells  at  the 
liiborers  at  2f  miles  distunt.  though  the  wox'k  could  not  have  been 
stopped. 

March  IS. — Weighed  anchor  to  examine  the  bay  and  harbor. 
Observing  200  or  .100  men  at  work  upon  an  earthwork  (which  I  call 
New  Fort)  to  the  north  of  old  hospital,  T  lired  three  lOO-pounder 
and  three  :30-j>ounder  shells,  each,  at  it,  estimated  at  5,750  yards 
distant;  all  of  them  went  wild  because  of  the  swell,  and  the  laborers 
worked  on  undisturbed.  Proi-eeded  to  the  south  of  the  city,  saw 
the  new  bridge  ap]>arently  half  finished,  several  steamers  and  some 
schooners  in  the  harbor.  Thencf  sI^khI  to  the  luirthwarti,  brt>ught 
the  light-house  to  bejir  by  I'onipuss  W.  by  S.  Saw  in  East  Bay  a 
bark  with  yards  down  ami  something  like  a  steamer  ahingside.  One 
or  two  schooners  beating  aixiut.  In  the  harbor  an<l  beliind  the 
wharves  were  seven  steamboats,  six  liaving  two  chinmeys  and  one 
(ram  Batjou  Ciitj)  one  chimney.  There  were  four  schooners.  The 
New  Fort  is  a  wood  frame  (apparently),  tilled  round  and  on  top  with 
cartli;  embrasures  opening  upon  the  harhor.  I  shouUl  judge  it  is 
int-ended  for  three  gims.  On  the  extreme  point  of  the  island,  whicli 
makes  from  Fort  Point  in  the  form  of  a  narrow  sand  spit,  curving 
round  to  tho  south  and  westward,  a  wharf  is  coii-structed  and  also  a 
shed,  and  about  50  yards  to  the  southwest  they  have  a  large  lighter 
and  100  nu'u  working;  several  piles  arc  observed  to  be  driven  there. 
S  p.  in.  sent  ordei-s  to  Captain  Johnson  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  as 
soon  as  ready  in  the  Katahiin  for  rej)airs. 

MarcA  13. — 5l>.m.,  Acting  Master  I^mson  n*ports  having  captured 
yesterday  a  sloop  of  20  tons  and  50  ludes  of  colttin,  out  from  San 
LAiis  Pass.     Tho  prisoners  say  tlii'y  left  u  schooner  in  llie  said  pass 
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with  150  bales  cotton,  rpatly  to  run  out,  anti  that  in  oominp  down 
thr  hay  four  nifjhts  ntjo  thfv  passod  a  vcssol  to  an  anrhur  ahovp 
Rod  Kish  Hank  [BarJ,  whirh  tbo  pilot  statpd  was  tho  Harriet  Ixiiif, 
and  that  thoy  had  taken  out  her  masts.  They  could  tell  nothing 
more  about  her. 

March  14. — 7  p.  m.,  sent  the  liojtca  [OwauM?],  Lieutenant'^^om- 
miin<ler  Wilson,  t^)  hloekadf  Lavaca  and  Matagorda  until  the  arrival 
of  ft  sailing  vessel  to  take  the  blockade. 


Extract  of  journal  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Richmond^  Commander  Alden,  U,  S, 
Navy,  commanding,  July  15,  1862,  to  March  t5, 1863. 

July  15.  /^^5.— Mississippi  River.  At  4  a.  m.  the  gunboats  Tyler 
and  Carondrlri  went  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  t«  see  how  things 
looked  up  there.  About  r>  a.  m.  we  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  river; 
every  gun  that  was  fired  seemed  to  be  loniing  nearer  to  us;  this  was 
kept  [up]  for  about  one  hour  and  a  lialf,  when  one  of  Davis's  boats 
came  running  dtiwn  the  river  wntX  gave  t  he  alarm  tliat  the  great  rebel 
ironclad  steam  batlory  was  coming  down  the  river.     She  was  sup- 

fio.sed  to  he  the  Arkansas.  The  TyUr  and  the  Carondffft  tried  to 
)oard  the  ram,  but  could  not  find  any  jilaoc  to  get  into  her  excent 
lier  ports.  They  had  boiling  water  to  rei>cl  boarders  with.  Tnc 
Tylrr  and  Carondcltt  lost  a  OToat  many  men  trying  to  board  her. 
In  a  few  minuteh  more  the  Ti/ftr  <anip  d<f\vn  the  river  and  the  Arkan- 
sas following  her,  each  one  keeping  u|>  a  running  light.  As  Si)on  as 
the  rel)el  made  her  appearance  around  the  point  we  beat  to  quarters 
anrl  went  to  work  loading  the  cxms  with  solid  shot.  Here  was  the 
whole  licet  lying,  and  not  one  of  the  efTective  vessels  had  steam  up; 
there  we  had  to  lie  and  wait  until  the  ram  came  in  range.  All  this 
time  the  ram  was  not  idle;  she  was  sendine  her  sht)t  and  shell  among 
our  river  boats.  We  were  the  first  vessel  tnal  she  ha<I  to  pass.  Wlien 
she  was  alioul  two  ship's  lengths  ahead  of  us,  the  ram  iMucnMrr  was 
steiiniiiig  across  under  our  stern,  when  a  shot  from  the  Arktinsan 
struck  the  Lancaster's  boilers,  scalding  a  gi'eat  many  men;  the  sight 
w  as  terrible,  as  she  [was]  just  in  front  of  us.  Tlie  scaltled  men  jumped 
overboard,  and  some  of  them  never  came  to  the  surface  again. 
There  were  10  or  12  in  the  water,  some  swimming  and  some  holding 
on  to  the  rudder.  A  boat,  was  lowered  from  the  Lancayttr  to  pick 
up  her  drowning  men.  By  this  time  she  had  drifted  astern  ot  us, 
and  the  Arkansa^i  came  on  down,  and  as  she  piu>s(Hl  us  we  fired  our 
whole  bnjadside  into  her.  without  any  seeming  effect,  e.Ycept  one 
shot  struck  her  on  the  bow,  wliich  knocked  a  great  piece  out  of  it. 
She  steamed  on  down,  each  vessel  firing  her  broadsule  into  her  as 
she  passed.  She  never  returned  tlie  fire  at  us,  until  she  got  astern, 
when  she  fired  her  two  stem  gvms,  without  doing  any  damage. 

The  OarotidfJrt,*  Benton ,  ami  Kssex  by  this  time  nad  got  some  steam 
up  and  got  underway  and  engaged  her  an  she  came  downi.  She  kept 
on  tlown  the  river  and  made  fast  under  the  batteries  at  Vieksburg. 
The  Benton  and  Ftntex  returned.  The  llagsliip  made  general  signal  to 
get  up  strain  atid  get  ready  to  get.  un<ler\vuy.  We  soon  had  steam 
up  and  we  went  to  work  putting  up  splinter  nettings  on  the  port  side 
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and  preparinrf  for  action.  A  council  of  war  was  held  on  hnanl  the 
flau^mp,  wlien  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  ram  had  to  bo 
taScn  at  all  ha/.uit(s.  Thu  (*aron4eUt  came  down  the  river  at  1*  a.  m. 
Slie  was  coiisidcrahly  damiit^fil.  The  Arkansas  dtd  not  c*rr>*  any 
f\&^.  Wo  lay  under  a  full  hoa<i  of  .st-cani  all  day.  At  10:.10  one  of 
the  mortar  tichtjoners  that  belonged  to  Porter's  fleet  was  blown  up. 
She  wad  aground  and  could  not  ne  got  off  again.  Kverjihing  was 
taken  out  <tf  her  that  was  any  value.  We  liaa  all  of  our  sick  on  deck 
when  ihe  rum  made  her  appearance;  they  all  had  to  be  removed  before 
we  could  do  anything;  there  were  abo\it  40  of  them.  We  have  only 
men  enough  to  man  —  of  them,  three  have  to  be  left  idle.  The 
bombers  o?  both  divisioiia  opened  on  the  town  very  rapidly  all  day. 
The  heat  wa^  sufTocaling  until  4  p.  m.,  when  we  had  a  very  violent 
thuiidcrstdrm;  it  rained  about  one  hour,  when  it  cleared  up  and  the 
air  became  much  cooler.  The  little  tugs  were  kept  busy  all  day  carry- 
ing dispatches  from  the  flagship  to  the  ditFerent  ve-'y^eLs  in  tfic  fleet. 
Kverybody  was  preparing  for  action.  At  6: 40  p.  m.  the  flagship  made 
general  signal  "get  underway."  At  7  p.  m.  the  whole  fleet  was 
underway,  moving  down  in  two  columns,  each  vessel  taking  her 

f>ositton.  Davis'H  fleet  was  to  stay  above  the  citv  and  ()p<'n  a  cross- 
ire  with  his  bombers.  The  Brooklyn  and  some  of  our  gunboats  were 
below  the  city,  and  ttiey  o|>ened  lire  with  four  of  Porter's  bombers. 
The  Iroquoiff  and  OneUh  tiKik  the  lead:  we  came  next.  Our  position 
was  to  nm  into  the  ram  with  full  force,  if  we  could  see  her  going 
down.  The  Wiamhickon  on  our  starboard  (piarlcr;  then  came  the 
ram  tVtiw(«r,  taken  from  the  rebels  (one  gun.  plated  with  railroad  iron); 
then  the  flagship,  with  two  gunboats.  As  we  got  to  the  point,  before 
you  get  sight  of  the  city,  the  rebels  opened  on  us  from  the  woods  with 
muskets  and  artillery  pieces;  such  a  slmwer  of  missih^s  as  came  around 
us  never  was  seen  l>efon\  We  instantly  sent  a  broadside  of  shrapnel 
into  them;  that  was  the  last  we  heard  from  them.  It  was  now  get- 
ting dark;  it  was  just  7 :07  p.  m.  when  we  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
witn  our  bow  guns.  We  soon  got  range  witli  our  broadside  gims, 
when  we  let  tliem  have  it.  The  rel>els'  fire  sotm  began  Ui  slacken  as 
ours  began  to  increase.  We  kept  pouring  in  one  broadside  after 
another  into  their  batteries  until  4  minutes  past  8.  We  only  drifted 
down  with  the  current.  The  rebels  had  ceased  some  time  before  we 
did.  A  large  lire  was  now  springing  up  in  the  town.  We  couUI  not 
see  anything  of  the  rebel  ram  as  we  came  down;  although  we  were  not 
more  than  .'JO  yards  from  tlie  shore,  not  one  cjii  boartl  of  us  could  see 
her.  We  nuist  have  passed  her  in  the  smoke.  .\.s  we  came  down, 
the  firookhfTi  gave  us  three  <'heers,  which  we  retimied;  the  bombers 
llten  gave  us  three  cheers,  which  we  returned  also.  We  did  not  lose 
a  man  in  our  ship;  two  men  slightly  wounded  with  splinters.  The 
Ilnrtjord  had  3  killed;  none  of  the  other  vessels  had  any  killed.  We 
got  fourlargeshot  inloonr  hull,  and  theriggingcut  itt  miuuTous  places: 
the  bulwarks  are  full  of  grapeshot,  though  none  of  them  came  through. 
We  came  to  anchor  at  S:30  p.  m.,  apliced  the  main  brace,  and  set  the 
watch  for  the  night. 

Juhf  It}.—  Mississip[)i  River.  The  rebel  ram  can  be  seen  very  plainly 
to-day  moving  about  in  fnmt  of  the  town.  We  are  prcpanng  for 
anotlier  engagement;  putting  up  splinter  nettings  on  the  starboard 
aide.  We  have  extra  stands  of  graiw  and  canister  for  each  gim.  AU 
of  our  vttsscls  arc  preparing  for  a  tigiit.     Our  carpenters  are  preparing 
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tlie  Sumter  to  butt  tho  rebel  ram.  \Vc  kept  two  pinboats  iiiKipr[wny] 
all  night.  Tlie  iiight  was  stormy.  We  had  *>verv  prcpjirntion  minie 
for  an  attack.  Wo  liave  our  cables  ready  for  hlii)pinK-  All  hands 
have  to  lie  under  arras.  Two  of  our  gunboat-s  went  down  the  river 
to-dav.  - 

Jvly  17. — Mississippi  Uiver.  Davis's  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
city  to-day ;  some  of  tiio  bombers  directed  their  fire  ror  the  rebel  ram, 
which  caused  her  to  yhift  tier  position  about  evory  half  hour;  some  of 
the  mortars  threw  sliell  all  around  her.  The  rebels  fired  a  few  shots  at 
us  from  tlie  batteries  on  the  hill;  some  of  them  fell  very  close  to  us"  we 
.  had  to  get  up  anchor  and  drop  down  about  200  yards.  The  ffrooklyn 
'  had  to  do  the  same.  (leneral  Williams's  men  are  tlirowing  up  bat^ 
teries.  They  wei-e  told  by  a  deserter  that  rebels  intended  to  land  a 
largo  body  of  troops  in  their  rear  the  same  day  the  ram  came.  We 
fired  one  shot  from  our  Parrott  rille  at  the  one-eun  battery  on  the  hill. 
The  shell  went  in  amongst  them;  they  skedaddled  out  of  that,  and  did 
not  come  back  aj^ain  as  long  as  we  could  see. 

July  IS. — MLs.sissippi  Kiver.  At  5  a.  m.  we  dropped  down  the 
river  about  a  mile,  ami  went  alongside  of  the  bark  kuhn  and  com- 
menced coaling  ship.  Davis's  bombers  opened  fire  on  tiie  town  t.4>-day 
and  made  some  very  good  shots.  At  niglit  we  stopped  coaling  and 
prejiared  the  ship  for  action. 

Juiy  10. — Mississippi  Jtiver.  Davis's  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
city  this  morning:  some  of  the  shell  burst  over  the  Ark-ansas,  causing 
her  to  shift  her  berth  every  few  minutes.  The  bombers  give  her 
very  little  peace  to-<iay.  The  rebels  opened  on  the  upper  fleet  with  a 
mortar  from  tlie  back  of  the  city;  at  sundown  we  got  underway  and 
took  our  position  I  \  miles  below  the  city.  Tiic  flagship  and  Innfuois 
soon  came  after  us  and  took  ^jusilioiis  for  the  night. 

Sunday,  July  JO. — Mississippi  Kiver.  f)avis's  bombers  opcne<l  on 
the  city  to-day.  some  of  their  siiells  falling  around  the  Arkantias, 
causing  her  to  shift  her  billet.  The  rebels  lired  a  few  shots  from  their 
batteries  on  the  hill.  The  weather  is  extremely  hot  to-day.  (teiieral 
Williams's  troops  are  dying  off  very  fast.  Ten  died  out  of  Colonel 
Dudlev's  Thirtieth  Massachusetts  Regiment  to-day.  One  of  our 
men  died  ver>'  suddenly  at  fl :  30  p.  m. 

Juhj  ;?/.— Mississippi  Kiver.  Davis's  bombers  made  some  very 
E;ood  practice  to-day.  Thev  kept  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  moving 
about  the  river  all  day.  Kvery  preparation  was  made  I<»-dav  for 
another  grand  battle.  The  gunboat  Wrstjivkl  moved  up  (he  lower 
division  of  bombers  helonginj^  to  Purt^r.  and  put  them  in  positi<m 
after  dark.     This  was  one  of  the  lictttest  days  this  year. 

July  ^2. — Mississippi  Kiver.  Tliis  morning  at  '^  o'chw-k  all  hands 
were  called  and  the  decks  cleared  for  action.  We  lay  with  our  cables 
hove  short  until  ')  p,  m.,  when  the  ball  was  opened  by  Davis's  Heet. 
The  Essex,  Captain  Porter,  came  down  alone  and  attacked  the  Arkan- 
sas under  the  fire  of  all  the  rebel  batteries.  The  Arkansas  ran  into 
a  cove  and  would  not  show  fight.  In  the  meantime  we  <?it  under- 
way and  start*'d  up  when  the  Essex  came  down,  when  the  plan  of 
operations  was  changed  and  we  came  to  anchor  in  range  of  the  rebel 
batteries.  The  Kssfx  did  not  rweive  any  damage,  although  the 
rebels  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  her.  The  Arkansas  has  not  shown 
herself  to-day.    The  rebels  shift  their  batteries  every  few  days. 
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We  hftd  a  pooH  view  of  them  this  morning, 
tnkinp  nil  his  sirk  on  lionrd  of  the  steamers. 

Jultf  23.  Miasissippi  Uiver.  A  steamer  canrie  up  from  New  Orleans 
tills  inoniin^:  she  was  firtMl  Ht  !>>■  tlie  rt'heLs  at  Grand  Gulf.  Giui- 
lM)at  .Vo.  (S  arrived  here  at.  10  n.  m.  tVoin  New  Orh'ana.  No.  S  gun- 
hoiil  arrived  here  at  .I  p.  m.,  vnth  the  ferrvboat  Sunny  South  in  tow; 
they  to<»k  it  away  from  Natehez.  Davis^s  bombers  opened  (ire  on 
the  rebel  batt.eries  tliis  evening.  The  rebels  replied  with  two  mor- 
tars that  thev  have  on  the  hill. 

Jviij  24.—)ii'iiitiiSfil\m'i  River.  General  Williams  took  all  his  tnjops 
and  stores  on  l)uBr<!  oi  tiie  transports  this  morning  and  started  down 
the  river,  llie  steamers  taking  the  storeships  in  tow.  We  trired  our 
rliain  ui>  out  of  the  water  and  made  nther  preparations  for  starting 
down  tne  river.  Davis's  boudiers  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  thi.^ 
morning.  At  2  p.  m.  the  flagsliip  made  signal  for  the  fleet  to  get 
underway.  Williams's  transpnrts  were  waiting  for  us  2  miles  below 
to  convoy  tliem  di»wn  the  river.  .\t  3  p.  m.  we  all  started  down,  the 
gimboat^  taking  the  lead  and  the  httftex  bringing  up  the  rear.  Every 
vessel  was  brought  down  fliat  was  below  Vieksmirg.  We  had  to 
steam  very  slowly;  the  steamers  that  had  vessels  in  toweould  not  go 
very  fast.  The  marines  were  stationed  on  the  forecastle  and  pcMjp 
as  sharps h*H>tei*s.  We  firod  a  few  shots  into  a  couple  of  flatboats 
that  were  [hiatin^  duwn  the  river  and  sunk  them.  At  7  j>.  m.  the 
wliol*'  Meet  came  to  anchtir  for  the  night. 

Juhj  J.V.-  Missi.ssippi  Kiver.  At  5  a.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway 
and  stiirted  down  ihn  river.  At  8  a.  m.  we  pa.s.s<*d  (irand  (Julf.  We 
went  to  quarters  and  pointed  our  guns  on  the  bluffs.  Some  of  our 
gunboats  fired  a'few  snots,  but  the  rebels  did  not  return  it.  We  had 
to  stop  very  often  during  the  day.  The  transports  get  along  very 
slowly.  At  4:30  p.  m.  we  passed  Natchez;  the  banks  were  civwded 
with  people  looking  at  the  fleet  passing.  No  ajmearnuce  of  any 
tniMps  here.  At  6:30  p.  m.  we  jHi.ssed  Kllis  Clifls.  We  went  U) 
quart-ers:  trained  our  gims  on  the  uluffs.  No  shnt,s  wci-e  lired  at  us 
as  we  pa.'ispd.  We  lired  our  Parrott  rifle  at  some  men  on  the  back 
part  of  the  cliff.  The  gunboats  that  were  ahead  did  considerable 
firing  before  we  eanie  up.  The  weather  continues  very  hot.  At  8 
p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal  to  come  to  anidior  for  the  night. 

Juhf  i^6'.^^Missisi*inpi  River.  At  5  a.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway 
and  start4'd  down  tne  river.  All  flatboats  and  other  large  boats 
that  fan  be  used  for  carrvnng  troops  are  destroyed  by  the  gunboats 
along  the  river.  At  4  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Ratim  Houge;  the  vessels 
all  came  to  anchor  here.  (Jcncra!  Williams  landed  his  troops  here 
and  t^«>k  up  his  lieadquarters  in  tlie  stat-ehouse.  The  Harriet  hjne 
arrivefl  here  from  New  Orleans  at  5  n.  m.  The  American  flag  fliea 
from  all  the  principal  buildings  in  the  eity.  The  weather  is  very 
hot  (o-<lay.  The  lorrtyUlf  came  alongside  of  us  and  we  gave  her  a 
13-inch  hawser  to  tow  one  of  the  btimbers  oiT  lliat  got  aground  up 
tlie  river. 

July  ^7,  Sutuhij. — Misfliftsippi  Kiver.  At  S  a.  m.  the  bark  norace 
Bfois  catue  alon^'side  of  us:  we  are  to  take  her  in  tow  t-o  New  ()rleans. 
Each  of  the  liirgf  st-eanierH  has  to  tnke  the  large  storeships  in  tow, 
an<l  the  gimboats  take  the  mortar  schooners.  The  Esaex  and  the 
ram  Sumter  came  down  this  morning.  Al  12  m.  we  started  down 
tito  river.     The   jlagsliip  Brooklyn  came   after  ua.     At  7  p.  m.  we 
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came  tx>  anchor  for  the  night.  The  weather  is  very  hot  to-day.  Wo 
liuve  SO  men  on  iheaick  list  lo-day;  tho  majority  oi  tlicni  an-  voly  bad. 

Juhf  JH.  Mississippi  Uivcr.  At  .5  a,  m.  wo  started  down  the 
river.  At  Mi.lO  a.  m.  \vc  arrived  at  Nmv  Orleans.  Wo  droppi>d 
tho  hark  }Iomcf  IhaU  on  Iho  Algiers  side  and  then  ran  over  on  tho 
New  Orleans  side  and  came  to  iinehor. 

July  .?C— Off  Xew  Orleans.  Commenced  coaling  ship.  The 
U.  S.  mail  boat  ('onner:tu'ut  left  here  this  morning.  There  is  srarcelv 
a  Htay  or  slirnud  in  the  rigging  that  ha.s  not  been  cut  by  a  shot.  We 
will  have  to  pat^-h  it  up  as  well  as  possible  until  we  get  homo  again. 
The  gtmhoat  No.  St  left  here  for  the  Gulf  this  afternoon. 

Jftf}/  .i/.— Off  New  Orleans.  At  'A  p.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and 
started  down  the  river.  At  H  p.  ni.  we  came  to  anchor  for  the 
night.  At  0  J).  n».  I  In*  gunboat  Cayutja  patwcd  us,  going  up  tlie  river; 
two  other  guuljoatu  passed  up  at  10  p.  ni.  The  woalner  ta  very 
hot  to-day. 

Atwujtt  /.^Mississippi  Kiver.  Last  night  wa^  a  HJeeplcss  night 
for  afl  hands:  the  mosquitAfoa  camo  tn  swarms;  not  a  soiD  ou  board 
coidd  sleep.  During  tlie  night  we  had  to  walk  the  deckti  to  keep  the 
mosquitoes  from  eating  us  alive.  At  .5  a.  m.  we  got  underway  and 
steamed  down  the  river.  We  pa.ssetl  the  Vantmi  high  and  dry  on 
the  bank,  and  a  number  of  other  wreeks  of  steamers.  At  X  a.  m. 
we  came  to  anchor  otT  Fort  St.  Philip-  Tho  bouts  were  lowered 
Hnd  some  of  the  offieers  and  men  went  to  see  the  forl.s.  There 
are  a  great  many  |>risonei-s  confined  here:  some  of  them  were  work- 
ing with  ball  and  chain.  At  12  m.  wo  started  down  the  river.  At 
:i  ().  m.  \si'  vtinie  to  anchor  off  Pilot  Town.  There  is  a  fleet  of  mer- 
ehuut  vessels  Ijang  here,  and  steamers  outside  of  the  bar  towing 
others  in. 

Avi^Hitt  2. — Off  Pilot  Town,  Mississippi  liiver.  The  ferrj'boat 
Wiiftpchl  went  up  to  New  Orleans  tins  moniijig.  The  air  is  much 
more  pure  here;  there  is  a  fine  sea  breeze  blowing  in  to-day  that 
feels  very  relreshing  to  us.  The  steamer  Fox  came  down  front  New 
Orleans  witli  two  >rench  ves.seLs  in  t«w.  We  finished  taking  off  the 
chain  at  0  o'clock  and  stowed  it  away  iu  the  chiiin  lockers;  there 
were  over  400  fathoms  of  it  on  both  sides.  The  howitzers  were  sent 
down  out  of  the  tops. 

Augtittt  S,  Siiiidtnf. — Off  Pilot  Town,  Mississippi  River.  At  5  p.  m. 
we  started  out.  The  pilot  took  us  out  witliout  any  trouble.  We 
passed  the  Creole  coming  in  from  New  York. 

AwfiiM  4'^^At  9  a.  m.  we  came  in  sight  of  Fort  Morgan.  Thero 
wa.s  a  verv  large  rebel  Hag  flyine  on  the  tlagsiaff.  Thei-e  are  four  ves- 
sels on  the  blockaiie  olf  Afobile — the  Suxqufihanna  and  a  gunboat, 
sloop  of  war  and  a  brig,  two  lying  at  each  channel.  At  10:30  a.  m, 
we  came  to  anehor  near  the  Sus<{Ut?hanna.  Wo  are  lying  about  ti 
miles  off  Fort  Morgan.  We  could  see  one  of  the  rebel  steamers  come 
out  to  Fort  Morgan  this  afternoon  and  land  something  and  then  steam 
back  again.  At  dark  the  SttAqurfmnna  and  the  gunb<mt  Knnawha  got 
underwav  and  steamed  about  all  night,  to  prevent  any  vessels  from 
running  Into  Mobile. 

Auffiist  6. — Off  Mobde.  The  weather  Is  ver>*  roucb  to-day.  There 
have  been  a  numl>er  nf  steamers  moving  about  inside  of  Fort  Morgan 
during  the  evening;  we  suspected  that  they  might  try  to  run  some 
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vessol  in  or  out  diirint;  the  night,  fur  i(  wo-s  very  dark  aiul  fitomiT. 
As  soon  as  it  was  dark  wo  sol  a  stout  watch  for  the  niglil. 

August  H. — OIT  MoI)ilc.  Tho  Sumiarhftntui  came  in  and  anchored 
noar  us.  At  10:15  p.  m.  all  liands  wcro  called  to  get  up  anclior. 
Thorn  wftN  nil  unusual  stir  at  the  fort.  The  li{;lil-houso  \va«  lit  and 
we  thoufjht  it  might  he  a  signal  for  some  vessel  tpying  to  run  iho 
bl(H'kade.  We  aloaincd  in  close  to  the  land,  hut  wc  oouhl  not  sec 
anything.  We  moved  about  very  slowh-  until  the  gunlioat  h'ttuu'rha 
cauu'  down  dose  to  the  land  an<l  told  us  that  it  wus  only  a  i-uac  of 
stune  kind.  We  tlien  ran  out  ahout  4J  miles  from  Tort  Morgan  and 
anchored  in  the  channel,  hut  kept  a  bright  lookout  during  the  night. 
The  gunboat  Knutjwhn  ani!  ( he  Sumpithannu  \u'\\i  underway  all  night.   • 

Aufjust  7. — Off  Mobile.  This  morning  al>out  MJ:;JO  o*rIo<*k  a 
steamer  came  out  from  Mobile  and  nlearued  out  In  the  ehannel  in 
front  of  the  fort.  We  took  it  to  be  one  of  the  rains  t!uit  lliey  have 
here.  Tt  was  very  long  and  low  in  the  water.  It  only  .stayed  there  a 
few  ininute-s,  wlie'n  it  lurrud  round  ami  went  hack  again.  Wo  w'otdd 
want  no  hotter  sport  than  to  have  on(*  of  lliem  come  out  whore  we  aiv 
lying.  The  brig  Hainhridae  got  underway  and  shifto<l  her  position 
tliU  afternoon,  iiliove  Fort  Morgan,  in  tlie  chamiel. 

An^uMS. — At  5  a.  m.  wc  got  underway  and  dtoud  up  along  the 
coast  for  Pcnsacola.  As  we  passed  F'ort  McKee  we  could  see  that  the 
rebels  had  destroyed  all  except  the  outer  walls.  Fori  Pickens,  Bat- 
ranras.  and  tlie  li;:hl-housc  are  in  good  condition,  but  the  navy  yard 
and  the  town  of  Warrington  are  one  niass  of  ruins.  We  only  stopped 
a  few  minutes  at  the  navy  yard  and  then  started  up  for  the  (ritv  of 
Pensacola,  wliidi  lies  about  1  miles  fnun  the  navy  yard.  Wc  arrived 
there  at  12  o'cUn-k  an(!  ciune  to  anchor  in  front  of  the  city.  The  shiop 
of  war  Vineenvis  and  the  Ilarri-tt  Lane  and  six  mortar  boats  were  heni 
at  aachor. 

Am^hsI  .'?.  Pensacola.  A  schooner  came  in  this  morning  from 
New  Orleans  with  tho  news  t!iat  there  had  been  fighting  at  Baton 
Kouge.  We  liati  taken  our  engine  apart  aiuI  were  going  to  repair 
ship.  We  were  also  preparing  f(»r  a  boat  expedition;  hut  they  were 
all  given  np,  and  all  hands  Imd  to  turn  to  and  get  the  ship  ready  for 
sea.  We  sent  a  boat  dttwn  to  the  navy  yard  to  get  a  hawser,  hut  tho 
rebels  had  cut  them  all  uti  in  small  i)iecea.  The  steamer  CrmU  went 
up  the  river  Milton  this  alteniotm. 

Autjust  JO,  Suvday. — OIT  Pensacola.  At  12  o'clock  we  got  up 
anchor  and  got  undenvay  and  ran  down  below  the  na\*y  yard,  where 
we  came  to  anchor  ajrain.  The  mail  boat  FuJton  had  come  in  and  was 
at  an<!hor  ch»se  by  Fort  Pickens.  We  sent  boats  over  to  her  and 
n^ceivi'il  a  quantity  of  fresh  provisions,  and  she  also  brought  a  mail. 
At  5  p.  tn.  we  stood  out  to  sea. 

Auffuat  fl.  Last  night  at  half  past  12  o'clock  we  spoke  theU.  S.  S. 
Su.iquihnnnfi  off  -Mobile.  We  wnt  a  himt  on  hoard  to  hold  a  (Mmimuni- 
cation  with  her.  and  see  if  there  were  any  orders  for  us.  At  2  a.  m.  wt} 
left  there  and  stood  down  chise  along  the  coast.  At  10  a.  m, 
we  came  in  sight  of  the  shipping  lying  at  Ship  Island.  We  made 
fine  time  under  steam  this  morning.  About  1 1  a.  m.  came  up  to 
the  PotonMc,  frigate,  lying  outside  of  Ship  Island.  Wo  went  inside 
of  the  island.  The  Government  is  liuilding  a  tine  ea.sema(ed  fort  on 
the  end  of  the  island;  it  is  being  buUt  of  hrirk  and  hioks  vei*y  fonnid- 
ahio.     Tho  gunboat  Omisco  is  here  undergoing  some  repairs. 
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Augiutt  tS. — Ship  Island.     A  schooner  arrived  hero  this  morning 
fn)iii  Nfw  Orleniis  with  dispatches.     At,  fi  p.  ni.  wp  stopped  tnahiig 


Hud  all  hund; 


iilldi  uft 


tlif 


r 


^hen  th 


quartoi 

(irst  HouU'nant  read  us  the  nows  of  tho  destruction  of  the*  n?bc?l  ram 
Ar/catijiajt  by  tlic  W  S,  S.  ICshcj,  and  also  the  victory  of  OWT  t-roops  at 
Baton  Hoiige.  Wc  spliced  the  main  brace  and  gave  them  tJireo 
eheers,  and  then  nil  bunds  wont  over  on  tiie  beacii  to  bathe. 

Aiifjuitf  /d.— Ship  Island.  The  U.  S.  sloivsliip  Supply  came  iA 
bore  U»-day. 

Augttst  I/f, — iShip  I.shind.  Thin  morning  at  11  a.  m.  the  stcftmer 
(rrftf  cloud  CHine  from  New  Orh-uns  by  way  of  Lak<'  Pontrhartrain. 
iShe  brought  suine  prisoners  (o  he  confined  on  Ship  Island.  At  3 
p.  in.  4  srtUbottt  came  alongside  ol  us  witfi  four  deserters  from  Mobile. 
They  lirought  some  very  valuable  information.  Thev  sl^tle  u  lioal 
and  made  their  cstane  ciuriug  tho  night.  They  say  tliut  the  people 
are  starving  in  Mobile. 

August  id. — Ship  Island.  W«  condenmed  over  2{MI  boxes  of  Iresh 
beef  and  threw  them  overboard.  The  steamer  irre\j  Cloud  Ifft  hero 
\vu-,i  night  for  New  Orleans.  We  sent  tho  four  men  that  made  their 
escape  from  Mobile  U>  Now  Orh^ans  in  Iho  steamer. 

August  16. — Ship  Island.  W«  brought  a  prisimer  on  board  this 
evening;  ho  belongn  to  Biloxi. 

Auffust  17,  Sumiai/. — Sliip  Island.  This  morning  at  daylicht  the 
Ilartjord  and  Brooklyn  were  in  sight  at  anchor,  G  or  S  miles  out- 
side. At  7  a.  m.  they  steamed  in.  The  Potmnar,  our  ship,  and 
the  storeship  Mornimj  L'ujht  saluted  Kear-Admiral  Farragul  with 
seventeen  guns,  which  he  answered  with  thirteen  guns. 

August  m. — Ship  Island.  At  C:30  a.  ra.  tho  l'.  S.  S.  lih(>de  Island 
arrived  with  the  mail.  Wc  received  a  ^[uanlity  of  fresh  provisions 
and  ice  from  her  to-day.  We  are  still  engaged  in  ropaii'iug  damage 
done  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

August  19.-  Ship  Island.  This  morning  the  Hartford  and  Brooklyn 
got  underway  and  loft  hen;. 

August  20. — Ship  Jslantl.  At  1  p.  m.  we  sent  the  launch  on  an 
expedition  with  one  r2-|K)under  howitzer  and  20  men,  armed:  tlio 
Pvtomnc  sent  her  Intinrh  also.  The  expedition  went  [to}  Cat  Island. 
There  was  a  smoke  behind  the  island  that  hmked  like  a  steniner. 
The  boats  went  inider  sail.  At  3  p.  ni.  the  st*'nmer  Grey  CImtd  came 
down  from  New^  Orleans  by  way  of  l^ake  Pontchartrain;  she  brought 
a  mail. 

August  2L^i>\\i\i  Island.  About  12:30  last  night  the  steamer 
Grty  Cloud  lett  here  for  New  Orleans,  taking  the  mail.  At  1:30 
a.  m.  the  launch  returned  from  Cat  Island,  bringing  a  man  and  his 
wife,  who  were  refugees  from  Mtjijile.  The  Potonnu-'v  lauiieh  brought 
off  six  men  also,  vrho  hod  left  Mobile  tlu's  morning. 

August  24,  Sundmj. — Sliip  Ishmd.  The  steamer  Grey  Cloud  carao 
down  from  New  Orleans  early  this  morning. 

A u/fust  a/f. —Ship  islard.  .\t  7  p.  m.  the  LI.  H.  S.  Tennessee  came 
in  from  Pensacola  on  her  way  t-o  New  Orleans.     Warm  to-day. 

August  26. — Ship  Island.  The  TennesHtr  left  here  at  5  o'clock 
this  morning  with  her  cohtrs  at  half-mast.  About  10  a.  m.  the 
Potomac,  frigaKi,  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  sea.  and  also  th© 
st«reshij)s  Andrew  Manderson  and  Kate  Waters,     They  are  all  lx>und 
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to  Pensficola.     Thpro  has  Wen  a  large  fire  burning  over  on  Cat 

Island  all  day  and  shows  vpry  hrightly  U>-nij?ht. 

AnfjuM  ^V*— Siiip  Island.  "  The  ctmbrmt.  Vuiiaco  ^\,  undonvay 
this  inoniinjj  and  st^irtcd  out  to  trj- Trt  rngino^s;  shfl  has  bwn  hprp  a 
lonp  timr  rrpainn^  hor  inachinory. 

AuffuM  -?.V.~Ship  Island.  At  10  a.  m.  the  piinboat  Kanawha 
arrived  here  Irom  Mobile  witli  orders  for  lis.  At  1  p.  ni.  the  Miami 
succeeded  in  getting  the  Ouxjfco  o(T. 

AuffiiHl  £0,  Fridoif.  Off  Ship  Island.  A  steamer  w«s  rrnortcd 
to  the  southwnrd  of  us  about  10  a.  m.  Wo  made  sijrnal  Ui  the  Afinnn 
to  give  her  chase.  She  was  soon  underway  and  started  out  after 
her.  AI>out  two  hours  afl-er  tlie  Miami  Jeturne<l  in  company  with 
the  river  steamer  Cen'ff,  from  Ni'w  Orleans,  bound  here. 

AntfHRl  S0.~  S\\\[>  Ishuul.     Last  nighl  at  V2  the  V.  S.  S.  AihatroMS^ 
arrived  here  from  Boston;  slip  is  a  small  merchant-built  steamer. 
altered  into  a  gunboat:  eairies  seven  guns. 

AumiM  3J,  Sunday. — Ship  Island.  This  evening  all  hands  wem 
called  to  muster,  when  the  order  was  read  to  stop  the  grog  in  the 
Navy  forever.  The  captain  got  up  and  made  a  few  remarks.  Hb 
said  we  had  heard  the  drum  roll  for  the  last  grog  in  tlie  Nnvy,  now 
wc  would  hear  it  for  (he  lost  time  that  the  main  Ijrace  would  be 
spUced:  llien  all  hands  were  called  to  splice  the  main  brace.  The 
Miami  left  here  to-day  for  llampt^m  Koads,  taking  tlie  invalids 
and  those  whose  times  had  expired  home  to  New  York. 

Septemlnr  1. — Shin  Island.     A  beautiful  little  sailing  yacht  came' 
down  from  New  Orleans  this  morning,  bringing  the  papers  for  the 
troops  on  the  i.sland. 

September  .i.^Ship  Island.  At  7  a.  m.  the  steamer  Ceres  cjunp 
down  from  New  Orleans  by  wtiy  of  the  lake.  At  8  a.  m.  the  gimhoat 
Ohhi^co  left  for  Cut  Island  on  an  expedition.  We  sent  a  boat's  crew 
wilh  her,  tiie  first  lieutenunt  ttcciinipanying  the  ex[>edition.  At  4 
p.  ML  the  II.  S.  gunboat  HnrHfl  Laru-  arrived  hett?  from  Hensacola 
with  dispatches  for  us.  The  sJeamer  Cerftt  left  at  4  p.  ni.  for  New 
Orleans,  taking  the  mail  with  her.  The  ferryboat  Clijtoft  arrived 
here  at  5:15  from  New  Orleans.  The  Owasco  returned  from  her 
expedition  about  S  p.  ra. 

Sepiemher  4. — ^*^^P  Island.  The  gunboat  Iroquois  came  some  time 
during  the  night.  The  Harriet  Ijine  left  hero  at  6  a.  m.  for  Mobile 
Buy.  At  2  p.  m.  the  Iroquoin  left  here  for  the  coai^t  of  Texas.  The 
Alhutross  loft  this  afleriioon  for  the  Kio  (Irande. 

Septemher  6'.— Ship  l.sland.  The  (iretj  Vhud  came  down  from  New 
Orleans  by  way  of  the  lake.  She  brought  us  our  mail,  the  steamer 
Tr<i(U  wind  having  an-ived  there  from  New  York.  At  10  a.  m. 
the  steamer  Qrty  Cloud  left  for  New  Orleans;  at  the  same  time  the 
forryboul  Jackson  took  a  trip  over  t*>  Biloxi.  After  she  hud  been 
over  there  .some  time,  we  could  see  her  tiring  her  guns.  She  came 
back  at  2  p.  m.  The  cause  of  the  firing  whs  that  tTiere  was  a  body , 
of  rebel  cavalry  came  (h>wn  close  t^  the  edge  of  the  town,  where  a  j 
few  shells  soon  di.spei*sed  llinm. 

Sfpicmher  7,  NwikAjj/.— Ship  Island.     At  4:30  a.  m.  the  ferrvboat^ 

^lijton  came  in  willi  ordei-s  for  us  to  proceed  to  Mobile;  ali«»  llnrrlet 

vLauc  and  (htxxsco.  to  proceed  there  at  once.     At  fi  o'clock  the  V.  S. 

muit  steamer  Cimufiticut  nrrived.     At  S  a.  m.  the  Clifton,  Owa/tro. 

and  Harriet  Lane  left  hero.     The  ferryboat  J.  I*.  Jackson  is  engagea 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 


755 


as  guai-d  boat  of  the  harbor,  to  overhaiil  every  sail  thp.t  comes  in 
sight.  Slie  can  get  tinderway  quickly  and  i.s  vory  fust,  and  only 
draws  a  little  walor.  Sho  can  keep  tlio  [Mississippi]  SouihI  dear 
better  than  any  other  vessel  that  has  been  hei-e  yet.  At  7  p.  ni.  the 
Jackiton  started  aflor  a  HinaU  HchiKtner  standing  in  for  BUoxi;  she 
overhauled  her  and  brought  her  in  aa  a  pri;sc;  she  was  loaded  with 

firovisiona  for  the  rebels.  The  Connecticut  left  here  this  afternoon 
or  Galveston. 

8ejitf.nt.her  S. — SIup  Island.  Wo  are  engaged  this  niornine  trying 
to  lower  the  propelfer  iti  its  place.  We  {i;(it  it  un,  but  it  willnoither 
come  up  nor  down;  it  is  caused  hy  the  runt  in  the  slides.  We  have 
been  working  at  it  for  two  days  now.  We  worked  all  day  trying  to 
get  the  propellei  down,  and  had  just  given  it  up  when  it  took  a  notion 
and  went  down  by  the  run. 

Seutember  10. — We  got  underway  about  3:  IS  a.  m.,  and  started 
fur  Mobile.  Our  coaiJt  pilot  t^M>k  us  out  in  the  darkness  without  any 
trouble.  At  1 1  a.  ni.  wc  passed  the  Harriet  Lanf:  she  and  the  Owitsco 
ar*'  <:ruising  along  the  coast.  At  1  p.  m.  we  arrived  olV  Mobile  Bay. 
The  ^nboats  Oneida,  Flnola,  and  Cayuga  were  here.  We  took  our 
l>osiliou  and  camo  to  anchor.  The  gunboats  kept  underway  until 
evening,  when  they  took  theii-  positions  and  came  to  anchor  for  the 
night.  We  cleared  our  battery  for  action  at  sundown,  to  be  ready  at 
a  moment's  m>tice. 

Sf.jftemhcr  //.-Off  Mobile.  At  10  a.  ni.  two  ocean  steamers  enme 
out  past  the  fort,  but  turned  back  and  went  in  again.  At  6  p.  m.  the 
Kanawha  arrived  here  from  Pensacola;  she  brought  di.'^patches  and  a 
mail  for  us. 

September  /^.— Off  Mobile.  At  lO.a.  m.  the  ferryboat  J.  P,  Jack- 
soil  arrived  here  from  Ship  Island;  she  took  the  mail  and  proceeded  on 
to  PensHcoIa.  The  •runboats  all  came  up  to  us  to  receive  their  orders. 
At  6  p.  m.  the  gminoat  Winvna  steamed  in  close  to  the  beach  and 
opened  fire  on  a  rebel  steamer  across  the  land,  which  is  a  mile  wide. 
Tlie  rebel  -steamer  was  Ijing  at  anchor  when  the  first  shot  of  Wx7iona's 
Xl-inch  gun  carried  away  her  smoke  lunnel.  The  steamer  thenslipped 
her  cable  and  tried  to  get  down  under  the  protection  of  the  fort, 
the  Winonti  following  her  on  tliis  side  and  linng  her  Xl-inch  and  'AO- 
pouuder  riile  ven,'  rapidly.  At  last  one  of  the  Xl-vmh  shells  struck 
the  rebel  steamer  aniidshlns  and  exploded,  nearly  tearing  the  steamer 
to  pieces.  By  this  time  the  WinoJidhnd  been  stenmiiig  down  under 
Qie  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  they  being  so  taken  up  with  the  rebel  steamer. 
Kort  Morgan  opened  on  the  Wiiumn  with  hej-  barbette  battery.  The 
shot  fell  uU  around  her,  and  some  half  a  mile  ahead  of  her,  but  none  of 
them  did  the  slightest  damage.  Site  then  steamed  leisurely  out  and 
took  her  nosition  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel.  We  pbmteil  a  large 
bnov  on  tiie  bar  this  afternoon,  and  we  have  our  position  at  the  mouth 
of  tfie  main  chaniu'l.  At  dark  we  cleared  the  battery  ready  for  action. 
.\t  11  p.  ui.  a  steamer  was  reported  slanding  across  our  bows.  We 
were  lying  with  our  stern  into  tne  channel,  and  the  steamer  would  have 
to  pass  within  20  yards  of  our  broad3i4le  befoie  she  could  puss. 
Instantly  every  man  was  on  his  feet  and  we  sent  a  IX-ineh  shell  whiz- 
zing across  her  bows,  and  hailed  her.  Another  moment  and  it  would 
have  been  the  last  of  the  steamer,  if  she  hail  not  shown  lier  numbers 
as  soon  as  we  fired,  or  she  woidd  never  have  known  what  struck  her. 
The  uighl  was  very  dark.     We  made  her  come  alongside  and  give  an 
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She  outne  to  anchor 


on  oiu-  j>4)n  (|uart,t'i-  for  the  night.     The  gunbt)at's  nanto  wan  the 


explanation  why  she  tUd  not  show  her  nunihors. 

r  i>4)n 
Finold,  mmi  Pt'iistwMila. 

Septemhfr  IS. — Olf  Mohilo.  At  o  o'clock  this  moniing  we  saw  a 
stvanior  cuiiting  in  from  sen.  It  was  iUh  niuil  hoat  Cnunecf'iati.  fi*om 
the  coast  of  Texas.  At  \):'M)  u.  in.  she  left  tor  Pensarola.  taking  the 
dispal<:lu\s  ami  the  mail.  The  Kennthi'v  aiTive<l  here  this  aftenKK)n 
from  Peiisaoola.  About  7:30  p.  in.  a  steamer  was  reported  standing 
in  from  sea.  It  was  the  CaifUffa,  that  had  been  down  on  some  of  the 
islands  after  fresh  beef.  A  rebel  steamer  came  down  the  bay  lliis 
overling  and  was  liivd  at  by  one  of  uiir  ^imboat-s  across  the  land,  but 
she  kept  out  of  range  of  the  gimboat. 

Septemhrr  I4,  Sumiay. — Off  M»)bile.  Kvery  vessel  i.s  overhauled 
that  citrnes  in  sight  of  us.  A  rebel  .steamer  ('anie  down  to  Foil  Liaines 
this  morning.  A  rebel  stea.mer  was  reported  coming  down  the  bay 
this  afternoon;  she  came  down  to  Fort  Gaines,  when'  she  remainecj  aU 
day.  The  weather  is  very  rough  to-day;  the  wind  is  blowing  from  the 
N.  W..  and  is  a  fair  wind  out  from  MnbiJe.  At  dark  we  sent  gunhi»at 
^Lnoitt  inside  of  the  bar,  and  gave  all  of  the  other  vessels  their  stations. 
We  srt  extra  lotjkoiUj*,  one  on  encli  (tuthead,  one  on  the  foiryard,  one 
on  each  gangway,  and  one  on  each  cpniiter,  besides  three  others  4>n  the 
poop.  After  dark  the  wind  increa.sed  and  it  became  very  dark.  We 
keep  one  watch  at  the  guns  during  the  night. 

Stfytt^mhtf  to— Oil  MobUe.  At  U :  15  a.  m.  all  hands  were  railed  to 
^et  up  anchor.  The  wind  having  shifted  to  the  S.  W.  and  the  gale 
increased,  wo  were  in  danger  of  iH»ing  blown  on  shore.  We  had  to 
shift  our  berth  farther  out,  so  that  if  we  conmienced  Ut  tlrift  we  would 
have  time  enough  to  get  underway  l>efore  we  would  get  in  too  dose  to 
the  forts.  At  dark  the  gunboats  took  tip  their  positions  for  the  night. 
The  wind  stUl  keeps  hauUn^  around. 

SfpUmher  76.-011  Mobile.  The  giinljouts  are  all  undenvay  this 
m4>rning.  The  wind  is  blowing  S.  by  W.  and  there  is  a  very  violent 
sea  running.  At  dark  the  gutdxmts  took  up  their  posil.ion.s,  for  the 
weather  continues  the  same  all  doy;  we  have  unceasing  rain  all  day; 
the  wind  lilows  fair  inlii  t  he  harbor  of  Mobile. 

September  77.-011  Mobile.  It  cleared  up  about  12  o'clock  and  the 
sea  is  getting  much  8tn4K>ther.  About  7  p.  m.  the  Kannxrhu  made 
signal  that  a  vessel  was  seen  out-side  of  the  fort.  Wo  exchanged 
Hignals  with  the  Kawnrhi  and  were  totting  4'V4»rvthing  ready  for  slip- 
ping nur  cable,  when  we  saw  a  vessel  coming  hu-  us.  We  lired  a  shot 
atTos.s  her  b4>ws,  when  she  sb(iW4'd  h4*r  munbers  and  we  fouml  it  was 
the  (Jjie^uia .  who  was  making  for  the  Petit  Hois  {Island]  Pass,  where  she 
ha4l  seen  tln'  strange  steamer  iu  sound.  The  Vhwtn  also  gtit  under- 
way and  went  down  to  the  pass.  Fver\'thing  was  (|uiet  after  the 
gutd)oatsS  took  up  their  positions.  The  r4'l)els  were  signaling  on  Fort 
Morgan  at  i)  p.  m.,  an4l  wei-e  answered  from  Fort  daines. 

HepUmber  IS. — Olf  Mobile.  A  rclirl  steamer  came  down  to  Fort 
Morgan  this  morning  am)  hnih  forts  niised  tbi>ir  Ihigs  for  the  first  time 
since  we  have  been  here.  Twt»  mon*  irbel  .steamers  I'niiif  down  lo  the 
forts  this  nfternoon.  displaying  the  rebel  bunting  from  each  masthead, 
as  if  they  were  celebrating  simie  glorious  event. 

Scpieinbrr  ^I,  Sumiay. — Olf  Mobile.  At  'A  p.  m.  a  strange-looking 
gutd>oat  came  ui  near  us;  we  lii-ed  a  shot  across  lier  bows  for  her  t4> 
heave  to.     She  caiue  close  an4l  we  haileil  her  and  found  it  to  he  the 
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U.  S.  S.  Witiona,  that  \oh  hoiy*  a  few  days  ago  and  had  boen  painted 
lead  color  in  IVnaucolii..     \Vc  t^avc  hor  position  for  Iho  niiilit. 

Svitftihhtr  .•'?.— Oil  Mobiliv  Tlif  slii^)  ruUed  lorrildy  ail  nijilii.  Tho 
wind  has  inrrea»i>d  to  a  ^ilo,  and  tberr  is  a  tremendous  iioavy  sea  ruii- 
niit^  this  morning. 

Sfpfrmhrr  J-i.—^Otf  Nfobile.  It  poufpd  down  rain  all  ni^du  long;  iho 
gale  inrrott-sod  ami  tlw  Koa  ro«o  to  a  troinendmis  height.  Thp  ship 
rollc<l  ven'  lioavily.  I'ht?  w«'alhfr  has  floared  up  lliis  aftornoon  and 
ihe  Hen  is  going  down  very  fast.  At  sundown  we  eouhl  see  a  .stranier 
inside  of  tne  fort  with  steam  up.  We  made  signal  to  the  gtinboaLs  to 
keep  a  hrig}it  lookout.  At  dark  we  east  loose  tlie  battery  for  m-lion. 
Tlie  seu  had  (leen  so  rou^h  for  tlie  lust  couple  of  days  that  we  had  to 
keep  the  battery. avmred.  The  Oneida  and  C(iywja'\f>lt  for  Pensacoln 
ttvilay  to  coal  ship. 

September  '24-— 0&  Mobile.  At  8:30  p.  m.  we  made  out  th?  Tm^ 
iiessee's  numbers.  She  came  from  New  Cwleans  and  brought  a  mail  for 
the  s(|uadron. 

September  J5. — Ofi*  Mobile.  At  H  a.  m.  we  made  signal  for  ihe  gun- 
boats to  come  near  and  receive  (heir  maU,  ami  gave  them  strict  orders 
to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  the  steamer  lying  behind  Fort  Morgan, 
withnleam  up. 

September  26. — Off  Mobile.  At  1)  p.  m.  the  gale  is  inoi-easing  and 
the  sea  is  running  very  hiph. 

September  t7. — Olf  Mobile.  \  a.  ni..  the  storm  is  rapng.  The  ship 
Ls  rolling  so  heaviiy  ihat  the  Pttre!,  the  starboard  waist  boat,  dipped 
into  the  water  and  was  carried  away  from  the  davits.  At  S  u.  m. 
the  storm  has  abated  very  much.  Tne  gunboat  W'inonn  made  signal 
that  she  had  spning  a  leak.  She  got  underway  and  started  for  I'ensa- 
cola.  The  gunboat  Ktnnehn'  can  not  be  seen  this  morning;  wo  think 
that  silie  hiLs  ])ut  to  sea  after  a  sail. 

Sffttrmbtr  ,iU.  (Mf  Mobile.  The  rebel.-*  were  exercising  llicir  mor- 
tars this  evening;  they  (ire<l  some  6  or  S  times.  At  6  l».  m.  the  gun- 
boat Onexdn  arrived  here  Irom  lVnsa<;ohi.  Sl»e  reported  that  the  gun- 
l>oat  Kejinfbte  arrived  in  Pensacola  on  Sunday,  the  "iKth.  She  liad 
her  smoke  funnel  and  main  topmast  carried  sway  by  the  storm. 

September  .iO. — Olf  Mobile.  A  curious  looking  steamer  came  down 
the  bay  ibis  morning  and  lay  out  from  the  fort:  we  supposed  it  was 
one  of  the  vessels  that  (he  rebels  had  made  into  a  ram.  She  sermeil 
to  have  come  there  purposely  to  sliow  herw^If.  At  5  p.  m.  we  got  out 
the  launch  and  armed  it  wiih  a  12-pniindcr  howitzer  lor  a  boat  expe<li- 
tion,  which  was  intended  to  rut  out  a  steamer  lying  in  tirant's  Pass. 
loading  with  cotton.  At  ri  p.  m.  the  Oneida  was  sent  to  Ship  Island 
on  business;  her  launch  ami  the  crew  were  left  with  us  to  go  <tn  the 
expedititm.  At  sundown  it  w^is  reported  by  the  lookout  that  the 
rebel  steamer  had  moved  up  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Gaineft,  so  the 
expediti<m  had  to  be  given  up. 

Octuher  f.  Off  Mobile.  At  Da.  m.  theU.  S.  S,  ./fjrtwn  arrive<l  hei-e 
from  Ship  Island.  She  brought  four  deserters  from  Ship  Islami;  the^y 
belongp<l  iv  the  rebel  anny  and  were  stationed  in  Fori  Moigan:  they 
made  their  escape  about  a  week  ago.  The  rebel  comman<ier  was  try- 
ing to  sliip  a  crew  for  the  steamer  that  ran  in  here  some  time  agt).  and 
these  men  agreed  to  shif»  in  her,  and  as  so«>n  as  they  got  ttut  of  the 
fort  they  planned  their  eseajie.  Tliey  say  that  the  name  of  the  steamer 
was  the  Oreto,  and  that  she  brought  the  yellow  fever  in  witli  her.    She 
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hiui  one  man  killed  w  hilc  passing  the  Oneida,  while  running  the  block- 
fttle.     'Vh&Jiicksou  loft  here  at  :*  p.  ni.  for  PensacoU. 

Octoher  Jd.-  Oil  Mubilo.  TIk*  j^inboat  Cayuga  arrived  here  this 
afternoon  frtun  Pensac-ola.  Two  j-ebel  ttteamera  came  down  lo  Fort 
Morj;ttn  tti-duy. 

OcU'hir  a.  0\^  Mobile.  A  .ste«nu>r  whs  reported  to  wmlhwnrd. 
The  jrnnbout  Caywfa  was  sent  in  chuse.  At  5  p.  ni.  llie  i'ayuga 
returned  in  company  with  U.  S.  gi]nt>nat  Albntross.  She  has  the  yel- 
low fever  on  board  and  was  on  her  way  to  PeusacoLa  to  report  to  ibej 
aiimiral  to  be  sent  nortli  iuiniediately.     She  proceeded  on  her  way. 

October  /f.  OJlM(>l)ile.  A  rebel  Hteanier  came  down  lo  Fort  MurjjanJI 
this  afternoon.  We  could  see  the  smoke  ()f  half  a  dozen  steamerai 
in  the  bay  this  evening,  Inil  thev  did  not  comedown  lo  the  fortas. 

October  j,  Sunday.     OtF  Mufiile.     The  giinl>ofit  licmubic  arrived 
here  from  Pensaeola  at  3  ]>.  m.     She  yot  all  her  damages  repaired  thaij 
she  re<*eived  in  (he  late  storm. 

October  0'. — (>fT  Mobile.     There  was  a  ntimber  of  puns  fired  from] 
Fort  Morpm  this  evening,  which  we  took  to  be  lainute^ins,  on  account 
of  the  hmg  hiterval  between  them,  which  was  alumt  one  minute. 

Odobrr  7.     Olf  Moliile.     The  Jirottkhjti  came  to  anchor  on  our  port 
bow.     The  captains  of  the  Hrookhjn  and  Ojieida  came  on  board  of  us.^ 
where  they  held  a  consultation  together.     At  6:15  p.  m.  we  stooa 
along  the  coast  for  Pen.sii<-ola. 

Octoher  .S'.— Pensaeola  Bay.     At  0:  HO  a.  m.  wo  came  to  anchor  near 
the  admii-al's  ship,  Uartjoi-d.     There  an'  a  great  man^'  vesseU  lyiiiff  in 
here;  mostof  them  are -storeships  and  trading  vessels;  anionglheni  are 
the  Ilaiijnrd,  Susquehinna,  I'otomac  (hospital  ship),  the  Tcnneitfter, 
and  two  gunboats.     The  gtuiboat  Albatross  lies  outside  of  the  forta;i 
she  has  the  yellow  fever  on  board.     The  sailiti^  sloops  Prebl*  and  I  "in- 
cennes  lie  in  front  of  the  town  of  Pensacolu.     About  8:30  p.  ni.  a 
number  of  rockets  was  .sent  u|>  outside  of  the  forts,  and  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  guns  fired  at  sliort  intt^rvals.     We  ilid  not  kn<>w  what  U> 
make  of  it.  except  that  it  wussoineves.se!  in  distress.     The  admiral  sent  i 
ui>anK4iet  in  answer  tot  he  vesfM'l;  we  then  sent  a  boat  from  our  ship  to 
find  out  what  was  the  matter  outside.     The  boat  returned  at  PJ  mid- 
night and  reporl«I  that  it  was  the  steamer  0.  B.  McCUlUin,  which 
was  aground  on  a  shoal;  she  behmgs  to  the  Quarterjnast<*r'8  Depart-  ' 
mentof  the  Army. 

Of /'j?«-r  i^.— Pensaeola.     Between   1   and  2  o'clock  last  niglit  theJ 
IT.  S.  S.  Tennessee  was  sent  out  to  the  assistance  of  the  McChUanA 
At  half  past  4  a.  m.  the  Tiunessee  retnrne<l  in  company  with   tho^ 
McCblhni.  having  Inen  successful  in  gelling  her  olf.     General  Butler 
ami  stair  canv  here  from   New    Orleans  in  [the]  McCUffan.     They 
visited  the  aJniiml  and  [a]  salute  ol  thirtwu  guns  was  fired  fi^m 
Hartford  in  honor  of  General  Butler. 

Otkobcr  7^7.— Petisacola.     The  sloop  of  war  FrebU  sailed  <lown  frof 
the  city  to  the  uavv  yard  this  uft^Tnoon.     At  W  p.  m.  the  V.  S.  S.^ 
Monigomtrtf  arrivtnf  here.     She  cha.sed  a  vessel,  when  they  mn  her 
ashore  and  set  fire  to  it.     Tlie  Afniitffoiuin)  caplured  the  capt^itin  ai 
crew.     The  vesseJ  hail  a  miscellaneous  cargo  on  board. 

Oitnhtr  tL — Pcnsncola  Bay.     At  8  a.  ni.  th©  U.  S.  S.  /?/««/<•  Istai 
airived. 

Octnber  /.^.—  Pensaeola  Bay.  The  gunboat  Kamurhti  cunie  in  here! 
at  It)  a.  m.  from  Mobile.     Ske  brought  with  her  thiee  rebel  tilhcomJ 
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thatiimilothelrescapefrorn  Fort  Morgan.  The  admiral  and  Tcaptains 
came  on  ])oard  of  lis  this  evening.  TUv  ailnitrul  was  reocivwl  with 
all  thp  honors  heooniing  his  rank.  The  marinr  guard  ua-sturnnd  out  to 
receive ^lim.  The  Ouhisco  ari'ived  here  from  Ualveston.  Captain  Uuest 
came  on  board  and  r»)orted  that  the  gunboats  had  taken  Galveston 
under  the  command  of  Commander  RonshaNv.  The  U.  S.  brig  Bokic 
arriveil  hero  totlay. 

Octvber  I4. — Pensacola  Bay.  At  6  p.  m.  the  gunhout  Oukhico  left 
hen: 

October  J5. — Pcnsacola  Bay.     The  Hhode  Island  left  here  this  morn-  ■ 
ing.     The  U.  S.  gimboat  M onUjorm'nj  left  here  at  10  a.  m. 

October  16. — Penaacola  Buy.  At  3  j>.  m.  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Aroos- 
took arrived  here. 

October  17. — Pensarola  Bay.  The  steamer  St.  Mary' a  arrived  liere 
early  this  morning  from  New  Orleans.  She  brought  a  number  of  fam- 
ilies from  Now  Orh'uns  to  Pensacola  City. 

October  /6'.  —  Pcnsacola  Bay.  At  7  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  S,  Tenneasee 
came  in  from  New  Orleans.  The  C  S.  gunboat  PoctUtonttus  arrived 
here  at  10  a.  m.  witli  a  lai'ge  mail.  The  mail  .steamer  iS7.  Man/a  left 
at  11  a.  m.  The  I".  S.  mail  boat  Ilinitlurtis  caine  in  from  New  Orleans. 
The  U.  S.  8.  Tenrifssfif  arrived  here  from  Ship  Island. 

October  19,  Sunday. — Pensacohi  Bay.  Tlie  Pocahontas  and  the 
Tennessee  stood  «»ut  at  5  a.  m.  The  L.  S.  mail  boat  Honduras  left 
here  at  2  p.  m. 

October  ^0.~Vcns&cola  Bay.  There  was  a  very  lai^e  tire  at  the 
rear  of  the  city  lliis  jnorning. 

Octuher  21. — Pensaculu  Bay.  A  small  steamer  called  the  Wla  Sykcs 
came  in  this  morning  fnun  New  Orleans  by  way  of  The  Kigolets.  She 
brought  dUpatf^hes  and  the  mail. 

iktobvr  2J. — Pensaeola  Bay.  At  6  a.  m.  the  Connecticut  arrived. 
The  gunboat  Pocahontas  came  in  from  sea  this  morning.  She  left 
again,  this  evening,  in  company  with  the  gimbout  Amostook-. 

October  2S. — Pensacola  BftV-  The  Ca^juga  came  in  fnmi  Mobile 
this  morning  at  6  o'clock.  The  gunboat  (Jne:ida  arrived  here  at  10 
a.  in.  from  Mobile. 

October  ,''4.— Pensacola  Bay.  At  7  a.  in.  the  U.  S.  S.  Kensington 
arriveil.     The  I'.  S.  S.  Connecticut  left  hero  at  12  m. 

Octotn^r  i^G.  Sunday. — Pensacola  Bay.  Cieneral  Dow.  conuntunler 
of  the  military  forces  around  Pensacola,  visited  the  Jiagship.  He 
was  saluted  with  eleven  guns. 

Octolttr  i?7.-  Peusacula  Ba}'.  The  V..  S.  giniboat  H.  H.  CuyJer  left 
here  at  0  a.  m.  and  went  to  sea. 

Octitber  2S. — Pensacohi  Bay.  This  morning  at  7  o'clock  the  Bhorie 
Isiand  arrived  here.  She  has  just  come  from  New  Orleans.  The 
c.arpenl4'i'S  liHve  placed  a  large  shot  on  oiu*  figurehead.  The  figure- 
head  was  shot  away  while  passing  Fort  Jackson.  Thiw  shot  is  one 
that  entered  the  ship,  and  is  of  tremendous  si/e. 

October  J:?y.  Pensacola  Bay.  At  S  o'clock  this  morning  the  II.  S. 
gunboat  Montyomenj  came  in  here,  in  company  with  t.!ie  rebel  stt^amer 
Anzono,     The  TenneKsce  left  here  at  J  p.  m. 

OctoUr  SO.-  Pensarola  Bav.  The  U.  S.  gunboat  M ontgoinery  left 
here  at  I  p.  ra.  At  5  p.  u\.  (ne  Rhode  Isfantigot  underway  and  stood 
out  to  sea. 
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At  8  o'clock  this  morning  th©  U.  S. 
The  jirize  steamer  Caroline 


N(yt>ember  1. — Pcnsacola  Bay. 
guiihuat  i^nnhhui  urrivpil  hiTi*. 

No^'eiiihrr  .^,  Sundaij. — PciisucoIb  Hay. 
at  9  a.  m.  stoanu'<l  out.  of  tho  harhor. 

November  4-  Pensacola  Bay.  At  4  p.  lu.  i\w  V.  S.  mail  boat  Con- 
nrcticui  and  the  steanitr  Elh  Sykes  aiTivcd  lit-n'  from  New  Orleans. 

November  5. — Penaiicohi  Bay.  The  Connecficuf  h'fl  tliis  morning 
for  Now  York.     Tlie  Ilaiteraa  nrriveil  liere  at  3  p.  ni. 

November  ft.  — Pensuoola  Bay.  Tho  weatjier  coTiliniirtl  so  r«>iii;!i  all 
day  that  wo  coultl  not  fro  to  sea.  At  6  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  giinboat  Arnwf- 
bfck  arrived  here  froni  Mobile. 

Ntyi'emhrr?. — Pensucolu  Bay.  At  I'l  a.  m.  liio  (laj^hip  made  si^ 
nal  for  us  to  get  underway.  Tlie  fla«;sliip  started  out  aliead  of  us. 
We  keep  company  with  the  (iftfjshij)  nil  day.  At  7  p.  m.  wo  arrived 
off  Mobile,  where  we  stopped  alKJiit.  an  hour  while  the  admiral  rom- 
muTii(5ated  witli  the  liro'whin.  At  8  ]>.  ni.  we  st-arted  again,  the  flag- 
sliiji  goin^  alicad  and  the  Tennessee  hringinp  up  the  rear. 

November  6'. — At  7  a.  m.  we  came  in  si^lit  of  the  li^ht-liouse  at 
Soutli  West  Pai>8.  There  is  a  large  French  frigate  lying  off  the  Pa-s.s. 
Sho  salutod  tho  admiral  with  seventeen  t^mis,  whi<'Ii  wtLs  ri'tunu»d  by 
the  Ilnrtjurd  with  eleven  guns.  At  ;J:-)0  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  sig- 
nal for  us  to  get  underway  an«l  proceed  over  the  bar.  We  got  under- 
-way  and  started  up  tlie  Pass,  hut,  unfortunately,  we  stuck  fast  ou 
the  bar.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Uaiiford  steamed  up  to  Pilot  Town  and 
came  to  anchor. 

Ntyveinbir  0. — South  West  Pass.  The  flagsliip  and  the  Tennessee 
went  up  to  New  Orleans  last  night.  At  /i  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  the 
Head  of  the  Passes.  At  7:30  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Fort  ilaekson.  Wo 
pasHod  the  gimhoat  Varmui,  wliich  was  sunk  in  the  river.  There  was 
a  steamboat  alongside  of  her  and  tliere  were  men  working  on  her. 

Ncwember  10. — Mississippi  Kiver.  At  S:3(I  a.  m.  we  passed  the 
gunl>oat  Kineo,  of)iM>siu»  the  Cliahnettc  Batteries.  At  0:30  h.  m.  we 
arrived  at  New  Orlean.9.  The  Hagshin,  fenmcola,  .\finsis»ipp{,  Ctif' 
ion,  CaifU<ja,  and  Tennesste  were  also  here. 

Ntyeemter  13. — New  Orleans.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Essey:  and  Kinro  went 
up  the  river.  At  '2  p.  m.  a  siilute  of  sevent^'en  guns  was  tired  from  the 
Ilarljoni  xw  honor  of  the  French  admiral,  who  had  visited  the  llagship. 
The  salute  was  answered  by  a  Frencli  corvctt-e. 

Notemher  /.^. — New  Orleans.  (Jenond  Butler  has  a  nri.fon  .*ihip 
anchored  in  tho  middle  of  tho  river,  where  he  liius  idl  tif  t.he  gnerrilla 
prisimors  conliued.  They  were  allowed  to  como  out  on  the  upi)er 
deck  to-day  to  get  tho  air. 

Noiyemher  /.T.— New  Orleans.  At  5  p.  m,  the  V.  S.  mail  boat 
Roanoke  left  here  for  New  Y^rk.  She  ttM>k  a  great  many  pHSs^'ngcrs. 
The  gunboat  Katohdin  came  down  the  river  at  half  past  5  p.  m.  an<l 
anchore<l  aliead  of  us. 

Novembtr  JJ.  New  Orleans.  Coinmodoro  Morris  visited  the  Eng- 
lisli  sloop  of  war  Ilinahh  this  mfiriiing. 

November  ^4-  Now  Orleans.  This  mnnung  the  mail  steamer 
Creole  arrived  here.     The  L'.  S.  S.  Mei'lellnn  arrived  here  at  10  a.  in. 

November  £9.— Now  Orleans.  .\t  12  u'clock  (.he  guubntit.  Kntntu/hi 
camt*  down  the  river.  She  had  the  yellow  flag  at  the  fore.  At  5  p.  m, 
the  I*.  S.  uuiii  iioat  Creole  left  here  tor  New  York. 
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Dtceniher  iS. — New  Orleans.  Tlic  ironclad  inmlwat  Essex  came 
down  the  river  this  iiiitriiiii^  and  went,  alongsidr  4>r  i.lie  storcship 
Fearuoi.  Workmen  are  engui^^d  iron  phitiiif^  the  Ultle  sli'm-wlieel 
steamer  called  the  Ajtf.  She  is  U^  run  on  l-ziike  Pontchartruin.  Tlio 
plates  ore  li-inch  iron,  t«  protett  the  png:ine  «nd  hoilors.  Thri*e  is 
quite  a  fleet  of  little  steamers  on  the  lake.  The  rebels  have  a  steamer 
cAlleil  the  ('otton,  wliioli  our  l)oiit*i  have  Itpen  tryinjr  to  capture  for 
some  time,  hut  ihey  can  not  ^^et  the  rebel  to  come  out  from  under  the 
hatlery  which  protects  the  entrance  to  sctmo  small  creek. 

/hceniher  4.-  New  (Means.  The  U.  S.  mail  boftt  Cnhavha  arrived 
here  this  evening  from  New  Yttrk. 

Ihremhrr  0. — New  Orleans.  The  Essex  went  up  the  river  again 
this  morning. 

Ihcfmhfr  6. — New  Orleans.  The  little  steamer  ^l|«t  inu<le  her  trial 
trip  down  the  river  this  aft-crmwrn. 

IkctmhtT  .9.^Npw  Orleans.  Tlio  V.  S.  tninhoat  Ifoftca  came  down 
tlip  river  this  afternoon,  with  the  gunbnut  W'tnimn  in  tow. 

Dfceinhft'  10.-  New  Orleans.  At  5  p.  m.  the  mail  boat  CahnwfHi 
left  here  for  New  Yurk.  The  two  members  of  Congress  from  Louis- 
iana, went  as  passenjjers  in  her. 

December  II.  New  Orleans.  At  11  j).  m.  the  II.  S.  gimhoat  Aliut' 
troftft  orrived  here  from  Mobile. 

Ihc^mher  /.■).-  New  Orleans.  This  morning  at  S  a.  m.  the  I'.  S. 
transport  North  Star,  one  of  the  transports  belonjrine  to  (leneral 
Banks's  expedition,  arrived  here.  During;:  the  day  the  foflowing  trans- 
ports urrivi'd,  loadc<t  down  with  troops:  Xftv  Bntu»irlck,  United 
Sfjitex,  Sorihfrn  L'ujht,  S.  H.  Spauhhncf,  and  Illinois.  The  levees  were 
crowded  with  |>eoplc  watrhinp  the  arrival  of  the  {jreat  exi>edition. 
At  '-A  p.  m.  the  comet  was  lunstcil  at  the  fore.  General  Banks  has 
tfiken  up  his  ouartei-s  for  the  present  in  the  St.  f'harles  Hotel. 

Jh'remhe.r  t6. — Missis.sippi  River.  At  A  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called. 
We  were  soon  underway,  standinj;  up  the  river  The  gunbout  Alhi- 
trfffts  followed  in  our  wake.  We  poswui  a  prent  many  of  our  camps 
over  40  miles  fntm  New  Orleans.  Some  of  the  picketj?  are  stationed 
nearly  l-o  Donaldsonville.  We  passed  the  steamer  Saflie  Kohirison 
aiiout  4  p.  m.  Most  of  the  sugar  mills  that  we  passed  to-day  were 
grinding  augur.  At  4:,*i0  p.  ni.  we  arrived  at  Ounaldsonville,  where 
there  is  a  ver\"  large  encampment  of  our  troops.  The  V.  S.  gimhoat 
Winontt  is  hen-  at.  anchor.  She  is  perfectly  riddled  with  shot.  She 
was  fired  into  l>y  two  batterie^s  of  artilli-iy  and  had  t.wenty-scven  shotj* 
put  into  her.  She  had  only  one  oHi<'er  killed  in  tlie  action.  The 
EsAPx,  coming  to  her  aid,  soon  made  the  n-bels  skedaddle.  We 
stopped  at  Donaldsonville  only  long  enough  to  communicate  with  the 
Wiiion*j,  and  then  proceedexl  on  un  the  river  before  dark.  We  loa<led 
the  gims  with  graiM\  (riinisler,  ami  shrapnel.  At  6  p.  m.  we  came  up 
with  three  of  our  «ntnboats  at  Bayou  OouU. 

Itfremhrr  17.  Bat.on  Kouge.  .\t  li  a.  m.  the  transports  came  in 
sight.  At  2:30  we  got  underway  and  took  the  lead  of  the  llect.  At 
4  a.  m.  we  beat  to  quarters,  as  we  were  nearing  Baton  Kouge.  We 
waiteil  for  the  transp^irts  to  rome  up  with  us,  when  Brigadier-(ieneral 
Auger  and  stafi"  came  on  board  of  us.  WV  then  stai'ie<l  up  the  river 
again  and  arrived  at  Baton  Kouge. at  7  a.  m.  The  Kawx  is  at  anchor 
here.  Then*  are  .srunc  rebel  troo[is  at.  the  hack  of  tlierily.  We  got  out 
all  of  our  boats  to  land  the  troops.     The  troops  begati  to  disendmrk 
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tiader  the  cover  of  our  guns.  Wc  threw  ahoiit  twenty  shell  bsck  of 
the  city.  Tiio  first  regiment  that  huicled  was  stwtione J  iis  picket*  up 
along  tlie  bank  of  tlie  river.  At  !}:30  a.  m.  the  st^rs  and  stripes  were 
■  raised  on  the  stalehouse.  (leuera!  Auger  and  stulT  look  up  their  uuar- 
ters  in  the  eapilol.  At  10;  15  ti.  ni.  dropped  uaehor  in  front  ol  the 
uity.  Tlie  rebels  that  were  in  the  city  l-ook  good  care  of  theintfelves 
and  very  (piickly  skedaddled.  There" arc  about  10,000  troops  in  the 
atlvance  guard  under  General  Auger.  General  Uanks  and  the  adniirat 
have  not  arrived  yet;  they  are  expected  up  to-day.  At  IJ  o'clock 
all  the  troops  were  landed,  by  the  assistance  of  tJie  boats  of  the  fleet. 
At  5  |).  m.  we  sent  22  men  ashore  from  our  ship,  (o  work  two  field 
batteries  and  put  them  in  position,  under  the  contmand  of  Lieutenant 
Terry.  Two  oflieers  attached  to  the  Signji!  C'orjxs  of  the  Army  came 
on  board  of  our  ship,  st>  that  we  can  commLinieate  with  the  forces  on 
shon'  in  case  the  enemy  .should  make  an  attack. 

Decemhtr  fS. — Katon  Rouge,  The  ttteamer  IherviUf  arrived  here 
this  morning  from  New  Orleans  with  Ninis'  Massachusetts  battery 
on  board.  The  other  troops  of  the  expedition  are  not  ready  to  come 
up  yet.  Our  men  workexl  all  night  to  get  the  batteries  in  position. 
Everything  was  quiet  during  the  night.  The  rebel  troops  left  the 
nei"hborhoo<i  altogether. 

December  JO.~im  Baton  Rougo.  The  men  from  oiir  *^hip  are  still 
on  shore  in  chargeof  thearllllery.  There  was  con.Kidetable of  sharp 
tiring  kejtt  up  during  htst  niglit  between  our  picket-s  and  the  ix^bel 
pickets. 

December  it,  Sunday. — Off  Baton  Rouge.  At  3  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing there  was  considerable  excitement  on  board  on  bearing  the  long 
roll  beat  on  shoiv  and  the  shar))  notes  of  the  bugle  as  they  ealitnl  iJie 
troops  to  arms.  Wo  could  [ilairdy  bear  tlie  hcavv  tramp  of  the  troojis 
as  they  were  moved  about  and  put  into  line  of  battle  and  the  loutl 
rumbling  of  the  artillery  as  they  took  up  their  posit i(>ns. 

Dectmber  .V.— Baton'  Rouge.  At  11  a.  m.  the  steamer  Empire  Par- 
ish went  down  the  river  and  stopped  at  a  plantation  some  1.5  miles 
beU)W  here  to  get  some  hogsheads  of  sugar  wnich  they  had  purchased. 
At  2  p.  m.  she  came  up  the  river  again  and  renorted  that  tliey  had 
been  attacked  by  a  l>and  of  guerrillas  an<l  had  trie  chief  engineer  and 
2  liromen  killed.  The  rebels  then  shot  the  planter  and  rolled  the 
sugar  into  the  river.  We  dispatched  the  gunboat  Itnsca  down  ibi% 
river  innnediately,  and  heavy  firing  was  heard  down  the  river  a  few 
boui-s  after. 

Dectmber  ^'S. — Baton  Rouge.  Another  large  transport  arrived 
during  the  night  loaded  with  ti-oops.  One  of  our  pickets  was  killed 
and  2  severely  wounded  last  night  by  the  guerrillas. 

December  /4. — Baton  Rouge.  At  II  :20  a  m.  the  Essex  went  up 
to  i-econnoiter  the  enemy's  works  at  Port  Hudson.  At  S  p.  m.  the 
Essex  returned  from  her  expwiil  ion  up  the  river. 

December  .''7.^Batnn  Rouge.  The  river  is  slill  rising  veiy  rapidly. 
Great  qiiantities  of  driftwood  are  coming  down.  It  has  continued 
raiidng  ail  day  to-doy. 

Dtcrmbrr  ^8. — Baton  Rouge.  *  At  4  p.  m.  smoke  was  seen  issuing 
from  llie  wimlows  of  the  stateliouse.  It  was  set  on  (ire  by  some  rebd 
prisoners  who  were  confiiiefl  there. 

fjecember  ,^9.-  Battin  Rouge.  This  morning  at  1: 15  the  lire  broke 
out  again  in  the  statehouse  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  budding 
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was  on  firo.  By  S  o'clock  tliere  was  nothing  left  of  the  once  bc&utirtil 
capitol  but  the  hlackoripd  walls.  \t  fi  a.  m.  thi*  Eases  wont  up  the 
river  to  watch  llie  indvcmenU  of  thp  enemy.  At  \:'S0  the  kssex 
returnetl  from  up  the  river  and  reported  evtrythin^  ipiiet.  Heavy 
firiji*j  was  hoard  <lown  the  river  tins  afternoon.  The  ^unlxvat  Kineo 
wiLs  sent  d<iwn  to  ascprtuin  tlie  eauHc  <»f  the  lirinf;.  At  0  p.  in.  the 
guiib<»rtt  Un!*ca  came  up  and  reported  that  the  KaUihdin  had  fired  at 
scene  mierrillas  who  were  riding  along  in  tlio  woods  above  Donald- 
son ville. 

Jfinuwnf  1,  1863. — Baton  Rouge.  The  weather  i^  extremely  cold 
to-day.  The  Esftex  cot  undenvay  this  evenitig  and  took  \\vy  position 
on  the  left  i)ank  nf  tlie  river  ttjmositi'  to  u.s.  Tlu*  rebels  make  a  prac- 
tice of  coniiny  tiown  on  that  skIo  during  the  nijrhl  to  waleh  our  move- 
ments. The  hlfiHrx  has  pickets  out  on  the  leveo.  The  sailors  have 
to  take  the  part  of  a  soldier  and  stand  picket  duty. 

Jammnf  J.^Baton  Koufje.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  heavy  firing 
was  heard  down  the  river,  which  was  kept  up  for  some  time. 

Jotnianj -5. — Baton  Kouge.  The  /i'ssej  went  up  the  river  tliis 
morning  to  watch  the  rebels  at  Port  Hu<l<ion. 

Suii^hy.  Jdtitionj  //.--Baton  Rouge.  Tiie  /issex  was  sent  up  the 
river  this  morning.  At  11  a.  m.  we  heard  from  some  contrabands 
that  the  rebels  were  cmssuitr  the  river  at  Port  Hudson.  The  river 
continues  to  ri^-e  veiT  rapidly.  Il  is  covered  with  driftwood.  Wo 
received  information  this  evening  from  de.-«>rtei>^  that  il  was  the  rebels' 
intention  to  make  an  attack  <»n  our  troops  and  our  ship  at  the  same 
time.  Every  preparati<m  was  made  to  rweive  them  when  they  came. 
The  EsHfx  returned  from  her  trip  up  the  river  at  H  p.  ni.  Slic  uuuld 
not  sec  anything  unusual  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jamtnni  J3.  —Baton  Rouge.  A  transport  came  up  from  New 
Orleans  this  morning  and  brought  up  troops  and  a  mail.  The  Ksscx 
has  taken  her  old  jjosiiion  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  At  '.i  o'clock 
the  long  roll  was  oeaten  on  shore  and  the  troops  formed  into  line  of 
battle  inside  of  their  intrenchment.  but  an  the  enemy  did  not  come 
in  sight  they  were  soon  dismU.sed  again.  The  gunboat  Kineo  came 
up  this  evening. 

Januaru  I4. — Baton  Kougn.  The  steamers  Che  Kitmg  and  New 
Bmnsmck  came  up  to-day  uom  New  Orleans  with  troops  an(J  army 
stores.  Tlie  Sallie  Robinson  came  up  the  river  this  aftenioou  with  a 
regiment.  Tlie  tran.^pi»rl  Che  Kvimj  went  down  at  l\  p.  m.  The 
night  .set  in  very  dark  and  stormy.  We  could  jutl  .see  half  a  shii)'s 
length  from  the  ship.  Tlie  rebels  were  showinj;  lights  and  signalizing 
nearly  all  night  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  ne  had  to  send  a  boat 
up  the  river  on  picket  duty.  About  12  o'clock  it  blew  ao  hard  that 
we  woredrifting;  wehad  to  ve«rto  15  fathoms  more  cable.  Thowind 
Is  from  the  N.  W. 

Jammnj  7/7. — Bat^n  Uouge.  At  4  a.  m.  the  picket  boat  i-eturuod 
to  the  ship  and  another  starle<l  out,  but  they  iTad  to  return.  The 
river  rose  veiy  much  during  the  night.  Two  river  steamers  came  up 
this  afternoon  with  troops  and  army  stores.  The  gunboat  Afbalroas 
arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.  At  dark  we  sent  the  AltMifroMft  up  the  river 
about  a  mile  on  picket,  to  watch  the  rebels  and  give  us  waniing  in 
cdLAe  of  an  attack. 

Januar-tf  W. — Baton  Rouge.  The  AUmtrotts  relumed  at  ilaylight 
this  moniing.    The  rebels  did  not  show  any  lights  last  uiglTt.     A 
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party  of  firemoa  aro  oiigage<l  ashf»rp  cutting  up  oUI  lioilors  t<i  put 
an»iin<i  t\w  tops  a.s  n  pmttH-iioti  a;;ainst  iiuiskeiry.  The  i-ebeJs  mn 
be  seen  si^unh/.in^  up  tlio  river  iit  the  end  of  the  reach.  Tlie  Alfia- 
troHM  ariit  mio  of  (.he  rivor  stimmei's  went  down  the  river  ihU  afternoon. 
The  steamer  IhervUh  ewnie  up  the  liver  tliis  evoniiifj  and  liroimht  us 
a  mail,  iiml  also  hi*iju;:ht  the  news  tlial  Ueneral  Weitzel's  hripLno  was 
eii^ai;ed  wilii  a  lait;i'  IkkIv  of  jjuerrilhi>*  about  Doiialdyonville. 

Jammnj  /A'.  ^Battin  Koii^e.  There  was  cousiderablo  picket  flnn^ 
done  laiit  nijjht.  Tlie  gunboat  KInco  came  up  hist  ni;rht  anil  returned 
to  lier  .station  dtiwn  tlio  river.  T!ic  Ksitex  went  »ip  the  river  tliia 
niorninj:  U>  watch  the  movements  of  tlie  enemy.  The  giniboat  f'lifton 
came  up  the  river  this  evening;,  with  a  coal  bark  in  tow.  The  /innrx 
returned  down  tlif  riviTiihout  7  p.  in.  They  reported  tliat  tlie  rebela 
have  t()rpe<lo4^s  phu'e<l  in  the  river  at  h>n^  inierx'als  between  ihem. 
Tile  f'^nsix  ileslntyed  a  iiuml>er  of  tliem,  and  broujjht  two  down  with 
her.     The  AHmiroi^y  and  h'lntn  <ame  up  about  S  p.  m. 

Januanf  W. — Baton  Kouge.  The  Essex  blew  \\y  tho  torpcdncs 
to-day.  They  made  a  tremendous  exjilo&ion  in  llie  water,  whirh 
shook  our  rihip  from  stem  to  stem.  We  got  7,000  or  S.OOO  yards  i>f 
wire  from  the  ^«sfj!.  which  was  attached  to  tho  torpedoes.  We  aro 
putting;  it  up  around  the  hummock  nettiuffs  for  trip  lines.  Tlie  Aflm- 
iroHK  and  h  couple  t»f  steamers  went  down  the  river  t-o-tlay.  The 
'Clifton  went  down  the  river  tliis evening.  Two  deserters  came  down 
the  river  in  a  boat  about  5  p.  m.  and  were  picked  up  by  one  of  the 
Essex's  boatd. 

Junuiini  Jl . — Haton  Hou^e.  Two  transports  and  a  eoal  brig  eaiiie 
this  morning  from  New  Orleans.  The  strainer  Vke  Kinmj  came  up 
the  river  at  9  a.  m.  and  brouglit  General  Banks  and  slalf  in  her.  At 
3  p.  m.  General  Banks  and  staflT  visited  our  sliip.  Tho  mni-ine  guard 
was  turned  out  to  re*!eive  them.  Aft^'r  viewing  our  warlike  pn^pant- 
tions,  they  went  on  board  the  Essex.  The  steamer  Sallie  Hobinnon 
went  th)wn  the  river  at  (t  p.  m. 

Jtinmntj  :^J. — Baton  Ilouge.  At  2  a.  m,  the  lookout  reported  a 
high-pressure  steamer  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Tho  rattles 
were  sprung  immediately  and  everything  prepared  for  action.  Soino 
largo  \i^^  had  got  athwart  of  the  Essex's  bows,  and  slie  liad  to  «lip 
her  cable  to  get  clear  of  tbem,  and  she  drifted  down  opposite  to  us 
and  then  steamed  up.  Tito  carpenters  are  engaged  to-da\'  cuttiiig 
loop-boles  in  the  boilnr  irrui  in  the  tops  for  sharpshooters.  Another 
trari.-iport  came  up  this  afternoon  from  Now  Orleans;  she  bmught  dis- 
patches from  the  admiral  for  us.  The  transport  Che  Kiang  wont 
down  the  river  at  1  p.  in. 

Jammnf  JS. — ^Baton  Kougo.  Two  river  steamers  came  up  la-st 
night.  Tlie  steamer  Frnid-  Mumfonl  is  taking  in  cotton.  The  One 
hunilre<l  and  forty-first  New  York  Uegimcnt  struck  their  tents  this 
momitig  and  are  unrlor  mardiing  orders.  At  1  p.  in.  wc  steamed  in 
close  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  we  can  have  a  full  view  of  the 
surrounding  country,  and  in  case  of  an  oltack  fr<»m  the  rebels 
their  steamers  can  not  (;ct  between  us  and  tlie  bank. 

Jonuitry  .'4- — Battm  Ilouge.  AJI  of  the  tran.sports  and  steamers 
went  down  the  river  last  night.  At  N  a.  m.  the  steamer  Laurel  IfUi 
came.  She  hMught  one  of  the  negro  regiments,  l,4t)U  t-trong,  with 
her.  Tile  river  rose  very  much  during  the  lnin:htl.  We  have  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  keeping  our  bows  clear  of  tho  driftwood,  which  couea 
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down  ill  such  quanlilios  ihut  it  cullccta  around  the  bows.  MaJDr- 
Grneral  Auger,  Uriga<lier-Gcneral  Dudley,  and  their  staff  uliu'cra, 
cairie  ou  hoar*!  of  tw  this  evening. 

Janu/try  J5. — Baton  Rougp.  Tho  river  rose  ven-  nnich  duriiij;  the 
nii;ht.     Great  qtmntities  of  driftwood  are  coniinj;  down  t4>-(iav. 

Jtinnarij  Hi. — Baton  Ilouge.  There  was  some  ver\'  rapid  lirin)^ 
alonj;  our  lines  this  inorninK-  We  couhl  see  tlie  rel)ef  cavah'v  from 
unr  tops  ver>'  phiinly.  We  are  eu^aged  this  nuirnins  paintiu);  tlie 
irun  around  the  top«  a  Hj^ht  lead  color. 

Jiimianj  i7.  Baton  Kouge.  Guerrillas  set  fire  to  the  .sufjar  mill 
and  all  of  tho  buildings  ahout  it  last  ni^ht  because  the  planter  sold  the 
sui'ar  and  tnohisse^^  Ui  the  Yankees.  There  are  liiiinense  quantities 
of  lojjs  here  that  are  being  carried  away  by  the  high  water,  whicli  is 
now  nearly  up  to  the  toi)  of  the  Unee. 

•hinutinj  iS.  Baton  Rouge.  The  steamer  Ihcri-iUe  eamc  up  from 
New  Orleans.  The  transjtort  Nfw  Hrun-Kwirk  went  iltjwu  the  river 
this  afternoon.  The  steamer  Morning  Light  camo  up  from  New 
Orleans  at  4  p.  m. 

January  Si. — Baton  Rouge.  Yesterday  afternoon  a  number  of 
h(»use.s  burned  down  in  West  Baton  Rouge;  it  Is  sup[iosecl  they  were 
set  on  fire  by  the  guerrillas.  This  morning  at  daylight  the  AVrac 
went  up  the  river.  A  steamer  was  seen  some  few  miles  up  the  river 
last  evening.  The  Essex  returned  at  4  ]>.  m.  Slie  was  lired  at  by  the 
guerrillas  15  miles  above  here.  She  returned  the  fire  with  grapr  and 
canister,  and  tlie  rebels  soon  fled.  A  number  of  them  were  seen  to 
lull.     She  couh!  not  find  any  more  tori>edoes. 

Fehninnj  I.  — Bat<jn  Rouge.  At.S:;w  p.  in.  a  fiatboat  about  SO  feet 
long,  drifted  down  the  river  and  got  athwart  t>f  our  bow  and  turned 
up  edgewise.  We  put  on  all  the  steam  we  could  carry  and  the  ship 
cut  the  Ilatboat  in  two  with  a  terrible  crash.  We  drifted  down  about 
2  miles,  when  the  anelior  took  hold  again. 

Frhrnmy  ^. — Baton  Rouge.  M  10  a.  m.  we  got  up  anclutr  and 
steaineii  opposite  the  statehouae,  where  we  came  to  anchor.  Our 
position  is  more  advantageous. 

Ffhnuinj  S. — Baton  Itouge.  The  weather  has  cleared  up  very  cold. 
We  scrubbcil  hammocks  this  morning.  Tho  carpenters  are  engaged 
in  jireparing  to  buihl  the  topgallant  forwastle  nut  to  the  foremost, 
about  12  feet.  The  transport  EaMrrn.  Queen  and  the  steamer  lAiurel 
TJ'dl  came  up  this  evening  from  New  Orleans  with  troops.  Tho 
steamer  IbermlU  arrived  this  evening. 

February  ^.^Baton  Rouge.  Two  more  transports,  the  New  Brun«- 
wicl-  and  the  Che  Klnng,  arrived  here  with  troops  from  [New]  Orleans, 
The  gunboat  Kiyifo  and  steamer  Mormtig  Light  came  with  them.  All 
tlie  troops  of  Banks's  expedition  are  being  transported  here  as  fast 
as  possible. 

FfftrMrtn/ 6'.— Baton  Rouge.  Tlio  U.  S.  S.  Clifton  arrived  here  at 
9  a.  m.  from  Uonaldsonville.  A  number  of  steamers  canu^  up  to-day, 
some  having  troops  on  board. 

Februartf  7.— Baton  Rouge.  Tlie  Essex  made  a  trip  up  the  river 
to-tla.v.  I5verytliing  was  quiet  al>out  Port  Hudson.  They  could 
not  find  any  more  torpedoes  in  the  river.  On  tlieir  way  down,  ahout 
6  miles  from  here,  they  were  fired  at  by  a  party  of  guiurUlas  with 
muskotrj-,  which  they  returned  with  grape  and  canister. 
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Fehruary  A'. — Baton  Kf 


Our  sick  list 


U 


getting  protty 
again. 

February  0. — Batun  Koukp.  At  4  p.  m.  a  small  tug  carno  up  tl 
river  wilhoiic  of  l\\o  Immhers  in  U>w.  Two  ImiisporLscttnu'  up  \^il. 
tnwMw  OH  himrd;  thoy  were  out'  of  iUp  IxJuisUna  rr^iiicnlj*  cniiatci 
in  New  Orloana. 

Ftbrtutrtj  t /. — Bat^>n  llougi*.  At  1  p.  m.  a  steamer  caino  up  frura 
New  <^rlt'aiiM  with  provisions  for  ihc  army. 

Ffhrntiry  /•'J.—  Hatou  Kouge.     Tiie  Essex  made  another  trip  up 
rivnr  ihia  morniny;. 

Ffhriianf  /^j.     Baton  Rougr.     At  !>  a.  m.  wn  had  general  tpiartp 
exerciite.     We  received  infonnntion  about  10  oVlock  tliis  nii»ritiii_ 
from  deserters  lliat  the  rcbeU  had  phiced  torpedoes  in  the  nver  only 
a  few  miles  alwve  where  the  Efittex  is  stationed,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  river.     We  made  signal  to  the  Esi<rx  to  g^i  and  destroy  ihe  lo 
pedoes.     She  g<tt  underway  and  .steamed  up  about  ^  toiIp**.  \\ben  A 
found  4  toipcaoes  and  destroyed  them  and  returned  to  her  statio: 
again. 

Frbruury  It. — Baton  Rouge.  The  transport  Fa^tern  Queen&rrivei 
here  this  morning  with  troops  from  New  Orleans. 

Februanj  JS.  -  Baton  Rouge.     Two  transports,  the  AVu'  Bru.n4nm: 
and  hiurr/  Hill,  caliie  up  ibis  titurning  toatltnl  with  trm>ps.     One  o] 
the  sohiiers  was  drowned  whiU'  gel  ting  olF  the  Lanrel  UUl.     A  steamer 
eame  up  willi  tivo  mortar  boats  and  a  ejal  i>ng  in  tow  at  .S  p.  m 
General  l)u<Uey  went  up  (he  river  in  the  Luure/  iHll  at  10  oylork  thi 
morning;  he    took  sunie   troops  and  a  lieltb>iece.     There  is  a  grea 
(|uantity  oi  corn  belonging  to  Itie  rebels,  whuh  he capttireU.     At  dar 
we  sent  the  Fssvx  up  the  river  after  the  fAiurrl  UUL     We  ibmight 
something  had  hap()ened  to  her,  as  she  did  not  return  at  rlark.     About 
8  p.  m.  the  Essex  and  the  Laurel  UUl  returned.     The  rebels  had 
placed  a  battery  of  fieldpieces  below  the  Laurel  Ilifl  and  she  could 
not  get  i)aat  until  the  Essex  relieved  her  by  cleaning  out  the  rebels 
from  their  position. 

Fehrnanj  Z.^.— Bul4>n  Rouge.     At  12  oVlook  the  sloop  of  war  J/i 
fttjtsippi  arrived  here  witli  a  mortar  schooner  in  tow;  sne  brought 
orders  to  gel  ready  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans. 

Ffhrvnnj  JO.  .^tississi]>ni  Itivcr.  At  5  a.  m.  we  stood  down  tho 
river.  Wc  passed  the  gunooat  Albatross  lying  at  a  small  place  called 
I^aquemine.  We  ran  from  Baton  Rouge  to  I'laquemine,  distant'^ 
of  'JO  miles,  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  We  passed  Donaldsonville  about 
10  o'clock;  there  are  two  ginihouts  lying  here.  We  t)assed  the 
luglwat  NaJiSfiu  ami  the  FroJik  Mumfor'ti,  yoing  up,  at  t'ollege  Points, 
We  took  the  howitKCi-s  out  of  the  tops  and  sent  down  the  boiler  iron 
which  sheathed  the  tops  and  stowed  it  away  for  further  use.  Wo 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  at  4  p.  m.  Tho  current  is  very  strung  hero. 
The  Emfnre  Parish  went  up  to  Baton  Rougc'  with  ivbel  prisoners  t 
bo  exchanged.  Tho  rebel  portion  of  the  citizens  liad  a  great  jub  " 
in  the  city  to-day. 

Fihmnry  ^1. — New  Orleans.  The  new  gimboat  Monovgahda  is 
lying  here.  The  Magship  llarifonl,  Fvnsttct^ti,  and  several  gunboats 
are  also  here. 

Febnianj  ^2,  -New  Orleatis.  We  fired  a  salute  of  seventeen  guna; 
tho  Ilartford  and  Brookhjn  did  the  same.     The  British  sloop  o 
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sevpiitt^nguns,  in  honor  nf  Ihc  anniversary 
r  lh(*  birili  of  VViLsKington. 

Fvhnuiry  v^,^.— New  OHcaiia.  At  11  a.  m.  the  steamer  Tv^nessee 
nrrived  hoio.  Tlic  stcuiiiship  Roanoke  arrived  here  at  t)  ]).  ni.  with 
A  Itii-^r  itmil  for  \\\v  sf|iiu(lr(>ii. 

Ffhritarif  2o.  —New  Orlraivs.  Two  roginients  unci  one  Hj^ht  Imttery 
went  up  to  Baton  Kongc  to-ilny.  SteaiiuT  luads  of  provisions  and 
store-s  are  poini^  up  everyhour  in  Iho  (Ijiv  tn  Huton  lloiiue.  Great 
pre|>araliun:j  are  being  made  fur  the  j;reaL  battle  at  Port  Hudson,  to 
come  ofT  soon. 

■  Febntarif  2fy. — New  Orleans.     At  S  o'clock  tln.s  morning  t\vi>  nior- 

■  tar  sch<M>iierH  passi'd  up  the  river  in  tow  of  tlie  Ijindv*:  two  large 
steamer  loads  of  tro(>ps  also  went  un  U\  Bat<)n  Rouge.  Steamers 
ai'e  continually  going  up  the  river,  loaded  with  troops  arul  army 
sift  res. 

February  28, — New  Orleans.  The  steamer  Qenerai  Banks,  of  the 
Quarterinasler's  Departnienl,  went  up  the  river  this  evening:  luailed 
with  mules uihI  urnu'  wagons;  two  i>ther  steamers  also  went  up  loaded 
witli  troo|xs. 

\fai'ch  I. — ^Xew  Orleans.  Two  steamers  went  up  this  afternoon 
loadnd  with  provisi4>n.s  and  army  storca. 

J/«rcA.>'.— New  Orleans.  We  are  engaged  to-dav  placing  the  iron 
sheathing  around  the  tops.  Two  large  steamerSj^  tlic  (kneml  Hanks 
anil  lut-shni  Qitrrn.  went  up  the  river  ti>  Batoti  Kouge. 

March  4-  New  Orleans.  At  1 1  a.  in.  llie  new  siuc-whcel  gunboat 
Qrnfucr  arrived. 

March  v.— New  Orleaas.  At  9  a.  m.  the  Essex  arrived  from  Baton 
Rouge  for  repairs.  The  transports  Ch^  Kiang,  Eastern  Quren.  Xetn 
lirunHuyiek,  and  (fenavl  Ihiiks  went  up  the  river  to  Baton  Rouge  this 
evening,  all  loade<l  with  trooiw. 

March  7.— New  Orleans.  This  morning  at  S  o'clock  llie  I;.  S. 
trans]>f)rt  Mijtfflsfdppi  arrivoil  here  from  New  York;  she  i.s  loaded 
willi  nnrses  and  light  batteries  fur  the  army.  Nearly  all  of  the  steam- 
ers and  transports  are  at  Baton  Kcnige. 

March  A'. — New  Orleans.  The  Ensex  went  up  the  river  this  morn- 
ing in  tow  of  the  tugboat  lieliunct.  The  I'.  S.  S.  Tmni'ssfi'  ariived 
here  to-<lay. 

March  fh — New  Orleans.  Ten  or  twelve  ateainei-s  and  transports 
came  down  from  Baton  R<.>uge  last  night  to  take  up  metre  troops  and 
provisions.  Tlie  V.  S.  mail  boat  (w-urgc  Washivtrlon  arrived  ihi.'; 
niiH'ning.  At  10  a.  m.  we  stood  up  the  river;  the  Hngshij)  and  the 
M ummffnhfla  f(dlowed  us. 

March  /(?.—  Mississippi  Kiver.  At  3  a.  m.  we  got  ud  our  anchor 
aTid  stootl  up  the  river.  At  fi:2()  we  came  to  anchor.  Wc  sent  two 
armed  boats  ashore  on  a  foraging  expedition. 

March  U. — Mississippi  River.  At  4  a.  m.  ue  stood  up  the  river 
again.  \Ve  passed  Pla<tue!nine  at  S  a.  m.  At  1 :10  p.  ni.  we  arrived 
at  BatoTi  Rouge.  The  Meet  is  all  liere.  The  flagship  flarffortl,  Genf.^ 
see.  M  imtlsaippi .  M onongalwUi,  Ef^sex,  2  gunboats,  fi  mortar  schooners, 
and  12  or  14  transports  and  river  steamers  are  hero.  The  bank  of 
the  river  is  crowded  with  soldiers  looking  at  us  coming  up.  We  came 
t^  anchor  opposite  the  Unite<l  States  barracks.  v\heie  Ninis'  battery 
Ls  (|uartereil.  At  2  p.  ni.  ihc  gunlioat  Albatrtts^-  came  down  the  river; 
she  had  been  up  near  Port   Hudson  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
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enemy  and  to  prevent  the  rebels  Irom  pntti..^ , 

s<Km  asHhecarnr  t(t  anchur  uiiothDr^unbuut  went  on  thosaino  errand. 
We  are  engngtMl  this  Hflernoon  sending;  (Juwn  the  running  rigj;inj^  amJ 
putting  up  splinter  neltinpi  mi  the  sturbuard  side,  imd  preparing 
(•vcrything  in  gonenil  for  an  rnj^ayeinent.  Tin*  (laj:ship,  (rfUfstt, 
and  Enscx  are  coalirifx  np.  The  frnnnnat  Pinohi  raine  (hiwn  the  river 
al.  0  p.  m.  She  eapturei!  »  snmll  ]>arly  <if  sij^al  nten  and  two  ofiifers, 
with  ali  their  signal  apparatus,  ahoiit  10  miles  ai>ove  here. 

March  12. — Haton  Kou^e.  This  morning  early  two  gtmboats  and 
two  steamer  loads  of  troops  went  up  the  river  on  a  i-eoonnoiterinp 
ovpedition.  We  arc  still  engaged  putting  up  splinter  nettings  and 
hurrieades  around  the  steam  rtMnn  and  engine  room  bulkheads.  We 
are  also  making  bulwarks  of  hammocks  aroun<l  tli"  topgallant  fore- 
castle, to  protect  the  ritled  gims'  crow  from  .sharf>shof)teiN.  At  12 
o'clock  the  Gnifssre  started  up  the  river  with  two  bombers  in  low. 
There  was  a  grand  review  of  the  army  on  shore  l-o-da}'.  The  giinbuat 
SarA^m  came  ujt  fr(»m  New  (Orleans  at  3  p.  ni.  and  brought  a  large 
mail.     At  9  p.  m.  the  AV.vfj-  went  up  the  river. 

March  I'i. — Halon  K<nige.  At  4  a.  m.  three  sIchiiipi^  loaded  with 
ir(H>ns  went  up  the  river.  The  Ijttird  l/ifl  arrived  liere  this  mr>ming; 
she  iiad  10  .siege  guns,  30-poundcr  l*arr<>tt.s.  They  were  landed 
above  whore  we  are  lying.  Tlie  greater  part  of  the  camp  arc  missing 
this  morning:  the  troops  marched  last  night  that  were  encamped  at 
the  liark  <hf  the  r*ily.  Tlie  whole  army  is  getting'  ready  for  man-liing. 
Immense  bodies  of  infantr>'.  ravalry,  and  artdh'iT  are  moving  aiS 
on  the  roads  towitrd  Port 'Hudson.  Barricades  are  being  built  on 
tlic  berth  deck,  to  protect  the  cnpnc  and  bnilers.  At  3  p.  in.  the 
iMuret  IliU  started  up  the  river  with  the  last  four  of  the  bombers  in 
tow.  At  4  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal  for  the  fleet  to  get  under- 
way. The  (la^hip  went  first,  then  the  M'monrfahcla,  Hkkmond, 
Kimo,  and  Mixttititippi  formed  the  line.  We  were  soon  underway 
and  st'Caming  up  the  nver.  The  Hrmy  have  all  innn-herl  except  thosfr 
|that]  will  be  left  t^i  garrison  ihe'rity  of  Baton  Kouge.  At  S  p.  m.  we 
eame  to  anehor  about  lA  mile.s  above  Baton  Ucnige.  While  coming 
up.  we  prepared  everything  for  action.  We  took  all  ihc  ha?nmocks 
and  made  bulwarks  around  the  |X)Op  and  forecastle,  whilewashed  ihe 
decks  and  gun  carriages;  we  also  mounted  ime  of  the  IX-hich  giiiLS 
on  the  p(X)p — that  will  bring  14  guns  on  the  starboard  broadsido.  If 
everything  is  favorable  the  attack  will  !)C  made  by  davlight. 

Afiirt'h  Z^— Mississippi  Kiver.  At  5  a.  ni.  the  flagshin  made  signal 
for  the  flc'ct  to  get  underway.  The  weather  is  unfavomfdc  this  morn- 
ing for  makinir  an  attark;  il  ischiudvand  11  heavv  misl  hangs  ov(»r  llic 
river,  At  8  a.  m.  we  amvcd  within  sight  of  Port  Hudson.  The 
bondK'rsai'o  taking  up  their  positions.  The  I'Js^fx  and  ih"  other  boats 
are  all  at  anchor  a  few  miles  below  Port  Hudson.  We  ranw  to 
anchor  astern  of  the  llagMhip.  We  can  get  a  g(.>od  view  of  Port  Hu<I- 
9on  an<l  the  batteries  from  where  we  aii-  lying.  The  fort ilicat ions  arc 
all  on  Iho  starboard  hand.  The  banks  are  very  Ingh  and  compos 
of  yellowish  clay.  The  country  is  thickly  wooded:  wc  can  not  soc 
into  the  coimtry  from  the  river.  Then'  are  three  iir  lour  lebel  ^tcHm- 
ers  plying  ab(»ut  the  river:  we  can  see  ihf  (^lUtn  *»/  i/u  Wisfx  name 
on  her  wheelhoUM*.  At  10  a.  ni.  the  admiral  made  signal  for  all  roni- 
man<lers  to  repair  on  board  of  lh«'  flagship  lo  hold  a  <«iuncil  of  war. 
Our  bond)or8  Imve  an  exc4>Uont  position  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  where 
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tliey  are  hid  by  tho  tioos.  At  2:15  p.  in.  the  bornbci-s  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries;  thonraetice  wnn  not  very  good  at  lirst,  but  they  9<Mtn 
got  the  range.  Trie  wealhei*  is  wry  fine  to-day.  Tw**  signalmen 
and  an  officer  came  on  board  of  ns  this  afternoon.  The  pinboat 
Sm-fir'tn  steanjed  up  close  to  the  rebel  batteries,  to  draw  their  lire,  but 
did  not  succeed;  they  did  [not]  seom  to  want  to  show  the  j)osition 
of  their  eriina. 

At  dark  the  line  of  battle  wa.s  formed.  The  admiral's  ship  was  (trsl, 
with  the  gunboat  Albatross  lashed  to  her  quarter;  then  the  Hichmond, 
with  the  (rffUHtf  on  our  rjuarter;  the  \f vitmujnhehi ,  with  the  gunboat 
Kineo  on  her  rpiartcr;  and  then  the  Mi-*tsis9ippi  brought  up  the  rear. 
At  a  few  minutes  past  9  p.  m.  the  admiral  made  signal  to  get  under- 
way. The  hue  of  battle  was  formed  as  aliove  stated.  We  started 
up  the  river:  some  delay  was  cause<l  b3-  the  darkness,  as  the  vessels 
<ould  n<it  [see]  one  another.  An  we  got  ahead  of  tbe  l>ond>ers  they 
and  tlie  rebel's  lower  ijntteries  opened  fire  at  the  same  tinu'.  \ve 
opened  very  carefully  at  first.  At  11:10  p.  m.  the  engagement 
became  general.  We  opened  on  the  batteries  with  grape,  canister, 
shrapnel,  shell,  and  everything  that  we  had.  The  rebd  sharpshooters 
openeii  on  us.  liut  they  were  soon  silenced.  The  engagement  now 
became  l-errible.  The  rebel's  guns  niked  tis  as  we  came  up  to  the 
noiul.  Tlie  lower  l)atteries  were  all  silenrnd  as  we  pas.scd,  out  mls- 
lorlune  now  befell  us;  as  we  were  turning  the  point  iihnost  past  the 
upper  batteries  we  received  a  shot  in  our  boilers,  and  almost  at  the 
same  time  the  Qenesef  got  a  shot  in  her  machinery  and  a  lire  broke 
out  in  her.  and  another  shot  went  tliroiigh  our  steam  drum.  Our 
steam  was  ail  gone;  our  st^am  all  escaped  and  put  the  fires  out:  we 
C(mld  not  steam  up  against  the  rurrejit  with  one  l)oiler.  Torpedoes 
wero  exploding  all  around  us,  throwing  water  as  high  as  the  tops. 
We  were,  for  a  few  minutes,  at  the  rebel's  mercy;  their  shell  were 
causing  great  havoc  on  our  decks;  the  groans  of  the  wnujided  and  the 
shrieks  of  the  dying  were  awfid.  The  decks  were  covered  with  blood. 
We  got  afire  in  the  starboard  bulwarks,  whirh  was  soon  put  out. 
We  lound  we  could  not  go  up;  we  turned  her  head  downstream.  Wo 
still  kept  up  a  steady  fire  as  we  came  down  in  crippled  condition. 
The  admiral  and  the  AlimtTosff  were  the  only  vessels  that  succeeded 
in  passing  up  the  river.  The  Afisfiissipj)i  got  aground  and  coidd  not 
be  got  otf.  and  the  rebel  shell  were  t-c^armg  her  to  pieces.  The  crew 
lelt  her  in  boats,  some  coming  down  the  river  and  some  going  ashore. 
Aft^r  they  deserted  her  they  set  her  on  fire  so  she  would  tiot  fall  into 
the  han(fs  of  the  rebels.  The  Momm^aheUi  and  the  Kinro  were 
pretty  badly  cut  uv>;  they  got  down  safe  again.  W'e  were  busy  all 
night  pickinj'  up  the  crew  ttf  the  MUxisaippi  and  attending  to  our 
wounded  and  dead.  We  had  3  men  killcci,  2  of  them  marines,  and 
8  marines  wounded.  A  shell  burst  on  top  of  their  gun  and  killed 
and  wounded  all  the  gim's  crew.  Our  heutenant-comnuuider  bad 
his  leg  cut  off;  he  was  one  of  the  finest  olTicers  in  the  Navy.  The 
Misxijtufpm  drifted  down  the  river  and  blew  u[)  about  10  miUs  astern 
of  us.  All  hands  were  kept  on  deck  all  night.  All  of  our  boats  were 
stove  in.  The  ship  is  terribly  cut  up.  Our  wounded  immber  about 
20— some  of  them  vdth  arms,  legs,  and  hands  olT.  A  great  niiiny  of 
the  Minfiis^ippi's  wow  were  taken  prisoners  after  they  got  ashore; 
some  have  made  their  way  to  Baton  liouge. 
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Mnrch  lit. — Mississippi  River.  Our  decks  present  a  horrihie  view 
this  inurnin<r:  ihpy  are  i-overotl  with  hUmd  ami  brains  ami  pftr(ir|os 
of  huntun  iHxiies  and  !>i)Iiiiloi*8.  Tlic  woiindi'd  and  dead  are  all  rari'd 
for.  Wo  uio  trying;  to  jjet  our  sliii>  rondy  fi»r  arliou  as  soon  as  jM»s^i- 
blt'.  Wi?  have  t^ol  most  of  the  AfiXHij*!ei.ftm's  crew  on  hoard;  they 
were  pi('ke<l  iij)  alotig  the  Iovpo  hy  tlie  Sarlirtu  tin(\  hroiij.'h(  thorn  on 
hoard  of  us;  ihi'V  were  alt  well  etired  for.  We  aiv  enjj^ii^tMi  lc>-<Jay 
tryin<r  to  patch  up  the  ship  again.  Thr  carpenters  are  making  eofilns 
for  the  dead.  Tno  jj:unl>oat  h'into  had  her  rud<ler  shut  away.  The 
J/onon^ihtla  snfTeretl  terril)Iy  in  kilh-d  and  woundefl;  she  is  vorr 
much  cut  up  about  the  JudL  We  are  so  (Towded  to-nii;ht  that  there 
is  scarcely  room  to  ini>vn  about  llie  berth  deck,  witli  two  erews  on 
board. 


Extract  jmm  diary  oj  Licuicn<tnl  Roe,  U.  S.  Nat^. 

II.  S.  fl.  FK«IUfiH,A, 

Vnr  Orlennt,  Jvlt/  ^U,  ISr,S, 

Tlip  <-ft1l  fur  r{unrt<^r<«  nt  iiiplil  will  lie  soundini;  tlio  gnnp  liy  tlic  qUdrtorniHSirr  on  walrli. 
Wlii'ii  (liiH  riUI  \^  inmti*  the  olliii-ni  Hnd  rrrw  will  ^priii}!:  lii  ib«ir '■jlatiunn  Tnr  baltU*.  with 
tlic  cspi'i-tuliiMi  uf  li);litin^  ihi-  fni'iny. 

Tlie  wnU'Ii  bvlnw  will  tukt*  thrpo  turrts  of  llicir  hamraork  lashinpi,  aiid  bring  hMuraocJu 
mi  ili'i--k  til  HUiW. 

All  iho  rti'cniifl  r»|il«itw  nnd  (intt  •ipongere  of  eiicli  gun  ot  the  walch  on  drrk  wilt  stnw 
Ibt'  hamniutJu  n^  tlipy  ut>  liniuelit  up, 

OtlitT  iiii-u  wilt  gi-t  grutiiif^a  nud  lui-jwuliits  tvmdy  to  go  oror  tLo  hulcltcs  mid  moke  the 
UHiitil  |>n'paniLi(iiiH. 

^Vh^^  the  ^oiig  sounds,  men  thiit-  wnnt  in  ri^ht  must  ho  quick  and  rMtdv- 

Till'  Arliittun^,  fttffi,  must  nnt  paisi  llii*  Ptnmeola.     Your  gnus  are  I'Miwii  witli  IX-inch 

Miliil  hIkiI,  wliirli  will  vitdi  tiini  if  ymi  ]i]iiuL  yintr  s\\i*l  mj'unilcly,  tft  I  lirlint'o  jruu  will. 

Only  kcvp  c*:*d\  nnd  oliry  my  ordi're,  as  you  tmve  done  befora, 

I{i.-apcctfully,  Rtc., 

F.  A.  RoR. 

fmnffitv  Offirer. 

J'lhf  .W.— New  Orleans.  The  fleet  lias  returned  from  Vicksburgr, 
Tlie  forts  were  passed  by  our  ships  and  n  jnnrtion  effected  with  the 
squadrons  above.  Tlio  batteries  could  be  silence*)  while  our  stiips 
were  in  action,  hut  they  were  iiumediatol^  remanncd.  Without  a 
land  force  to  possess  and  hold  the  place  it  could  not  be  taken  by 
naval  lorces.  lienic  the  place  is  abandoned,  and  the  fleet  lias 
relumed,  prostrated  by  illness. 

Many  cbatijjcs  bavinj;  occurred  by  rea.snn  of  ofTicers  coiner  homo 
from  bein^  sick,  ti  thoroujtrh  re4ir;rani/.alion  of  The  lli-et  will   be  made. 

The  river  iw  agiiin  closed  above,  and  the  enemy  are  fortifying  every 
spot  capable  of  it.  upon  the  banks.  We  stdi  hold  IJaton  l{ouge, 
and  our  vessels  go  nt)  farther  up. 

AuffuM  7. — r.  S.  S.  Ktitnfuliif,  Raton  Rouge,  Ijh.  On  the  30th 
ultimo  I  was  detaehed  from  the  Pensacola  and  directed  to  relievo 
Lieutenant  rominanding  CI.  H.  Preble  in  command  of  this  vcssid, 
I  left  New  Orleans  on  the  'id  instant,  taking  passage  in  a  river  Iwat, 
and  arrived  on  board  at  this  place  on  the  4th.  and  formally  took 
command  of  the  vessel.  I  found  great  excitemeni  among  tlie  troops 
on  shore  and  all  ollicers  here.  The  enemy  had  appearea  in  the  roar 
of  the  town  (i,0(K>  strong.    , 

On  the  nioniing  <)f  the  .^ith  llie  atia<'k  commenced.  The  enemy 
was   tiaoUy   repulsed,    after    severe   figlitiug.     The   rebel    iufautry 
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dialled  im  our  artillery  and  took  two  pioct'3,  whicli  were  retaken 
from  llit'in  without  (ht-ir  wIiitIs.  The  enemy  lost  about  4(M);  our 
loss  was  botwcon  200  and  300. 

General  Williams  was  shot  from  his  horse,  and  our  loss  of  officers 
was  iinincns*'. 

Aft^r  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  our  lines  were  contracted,  and  in 
the  afternoon  the  Kiwn  and  KaUthdin  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
tlirowing  XT-iiH-h  shell.  *iO-seeond  fuzes,  elean  over  the  town,  ri^nt 
into  the  eamp  of  the  enemy.  We  forced  them  to  a  further  i-etreat. 
The  Essex  and  Sumter  shelled  to  the  Uijrthward  of  our  lines,  and 
prevenlod  the  enem^'  from  ereelin^c  a  battery  lie  had  eonunrnepd. 
During  this  time  the  ram  Arhiusns  made  his  apnearanee  down  as 
far  as  the  point  of  the  next  l)end  a})ove  and  anenored  there.  The 
gunboat  Cfnfftfjti  arrived,  and  also  the  Tvnnessee,  whieh  was  sent 
bark  lo  New  Orleans  at  onee. 

About  S  o'clock  yesterday  niorninir  the  Knftex,  ironchul  steamer 
and  ram.  under  command  of  Commander  W^iUiam  l>.  Porter,  jrot 
underway  to  encounter  the  Ark<n\H<vi.  The  small  ram  Sunifrr  was 
disulih'd  and  coidd  do  notbinj;.  Thr  ('ai/uffa  aeeonipanied  the 
Esttfx.  Kineo  and  Kaiahdin  remained  to  guard  the  right  flank  of 
the  anny  in  case  (»f  attark.  Tlie  Khsct,  on  gettinjj  in  sight  of  the 
ram.  found  hiraof  such  formidable  appearances  tlial  she  signaled  to 
us  all  to  come  u|)  and  close  in.  As  we  got  up  to  the  scene  of  action 
lliere  were  ft[>pearanees  that  tlie  town  was  again  attacked,  when  tl»e 
Khifo  and  this  vessi'l  were  (irden-d  back  to  our  stations,  The  Ensrx 
ojtencd  fire  on  the  enemy  wilii  s*>tid  shot,  tlien  with  incendiary 
shells.  Tiie  enemy  backed  into  a  bend  in  the  river  and  did  not  come 
out.  About  twenty  shot  were  tired  on  bolli  sides,  when  tlie  Arkan- 
sas was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  then  deserted,  and  left  by  her 
people. 

At  I  o'clock  p.  m.  she  blew  up  with  a  terrific  explosion. 

It  is  my  opinion  she  was  badly  fought,  and,  perhaps,  our  appear- 
ance in  force  decided  her  commander  to  abandon  her  and  fire  her 
himself.     But,  thank  God,  this  terror  of  the  river  is  no  more. 

Auffitst  IS. — Baton  Kongtv  It  has  been  ascertaiiied  that  the 
engines  of  the  rain  Arkansas  became  disablinl  just  above  this  place, 
and  not  being  nl)le  to  maneuver  the  vessel  the  ollicers  in  charge  set 
the  vessel  on  fire  and  d«'Stroved  her.     This  is  as  we  suspected. 

Aloj'ms  arc  continually  given,  night  and  day.  of  the  ai>proach 
of  the  enemy.  This  keeps  us  anxious.  Mv  vessel  is  almost  helpless. 
I  have  .'i5  of  my  people  sick,  mostly  witfi  fever.  I  havr  nnt  men 
aufficient  to  wtirk  all  mv  guns,  even  with  vrTy  n'duced  crews.  Much 
of  the  defense  of  this  pface  depends  upon  the  gunboats.  The  i)infrr3 
of  the  Anny  do  not  hesitate  to  say  tliat  without  the  two  now  here 
(the  Khifoand  h'ataMin)AUeyQoyiU\  not  hold  the^Mtst  oneday.  The 
southern  part  <if  the  town  is  abandoned,  antl  our  troops  arc  drawn 
into  a  snuiU  space  alu)ut  the  barracks.  We  have  the  position,  which 
they  have  slightly  fwrtilied,  marke<l  out  by  Hags  to  be  seen  by  day, 
antl  lights  at  night ,  .so  that  we  can  sweep  close  lo  their  Hues  of  intreneli- 
ment«.  above  and  below,  and  clean  over  and  Iwyond  them.  The  posi- 
tion is  admirably  chosen,  and  forms  a  triangle,  of  which  the  base  is  on 
the  river  and  the  yertex  just  beyond  the  headquarters,  at  the  barracks. 

Heavy  forces  are  reported  iii  front  of  us,  about  10  miles  distant. 
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1  fiiul  the  Katalulin  In  nuHerublr  oi-drr  and  in  worse  diacipUne. 
It  8t>oni.s  to  me  tlmt  a  sliip  of  war  couUl  not  Ix*  more  int'Ifiricnt  thaw 
is  the  KaUthdiu  l^i-diiy.  Tin*  lurj^e  iiiiiiiliiM'  of  licr  .si<k,  Iu>wi*ver.  is 
some  Hpolojjv.  I  hjivi'  a  ilishrnrtoninf;  duty  to  i*orforni.  in  n-organ- 
\y\n^  and  Imnjjing  up  tlio  condition  of  (liin*;s  U\  a  ti^hun^  sliiii<lat-d. 

Tin*  lla^ship,  arcompanioH  l>y  tlio  pT^at**!"  portion  of  the  llpot, 
cauio  up.  on  llie  inttdhfi^ynce  of  the  arrival  of  tht^  Arkaujtas.  Bill 
the>'  eanit'  too  lat^*,  if  she  liud  not  hrokou  do^Ml  an  hIjo  diil. 

Tlip  Ma^-oJiircr  has  ^ono  to  MoImIp. 

Augutti  t'i.-  BHi.4in  Uonge.  The  attack  exported  this  morning 
did  not  tako  pUnp.  Tho  M>n.vs»tp{n  nrrivoti  tfxiuy  from  New 
Orli-aus.  uiid  anchored  up  un  the  left  winj;.  astfrn  of  llit<  Etsis.  The 
Itascii,  trunhoal,  raiot'  down  to  the  ri^iht  wini^  and  anchored  a^tom 
of  us.  We  have  tlu'ee  ^uiihoals  now  on  the  rlglit  Ihiiik  aiui  the 
MiHsissipin  and  Kftsex  on  the  left. 

I  saw  tne  camp  of  the  enemy  to-day,  ahout  4  miles  distant.  Yos- 
terday  Geni-ral  J<tlin  C.  BnH-kJnridge  sent  in  a  lln}£  of  truce  to  C'olonid 
Paine,  who  commands  here,  Itearing  a  letter  over  his  (B.'s)  signnturp. 
statinu  that  our  ti'oo|).s  Imd  made  war  in  an  luicivilized  luaiiner, 
and  that  eonsequeiuly  he  int^Mided  "  to  raise  the  lilaok  fla^,  and 
neither  jfivo  n«ir  receive  quarit^r."  Tiiis  Ironi  tlie  man  wlio  recejitly 
ran  as  eandidiite  for  tho  l*resi(h'nry  ol  the  IniteH  Slates.  In  tUc 
reeent  hatlle  of  ihe  5l.h  the  rebels  ruined  in  some  of  ilieir  regiments 
a  L'nited  States  flaij.  In  cousequetu^c  ol  tliis  our  troops  were  de- 
e^iiyed,  and  one  of  the.  ofheors  td  t>ur  army  rode  up  lo  tne  Hag  and 
reeeived  tliree  shots  in  his  legs.  He  is  now  living  at  headquarters, 
rccoverini;  from  Iuh  wuuiidij.  It  is  |H»sitively  asserted  that  black 
llaj^s  were  seen  in  the  rebel  rejoinents  upon  the  same  occlusion, 
Breckinrldce  docs  not  consider  this  an  nnciviH7.efl  manner  of  making 
war!     He  k'ft  his  dead  on  the  held,  and  we  buried  them! 

Last  nij^ht  the  lotal  imuiber  of  our  tn>op9  here  Mas  summed  up 
at  3.740  men!    This  is  a  larj^e  estimate.     The  enemy  number  I.'i.OOO. 

The  attack  is  hourly  expected.  We  luive  information  of  a  ranj 
and  seveml  heavy  guhhoaLs  coming  down  the  river  to  attack  us. 
We  liBve  naval  foroe  sufficient;  but  my  vessel  is  crippled — 35  men 
sick. 

AufjuM  Sj^. — New  Orleans.  Genera]  B.  F.  Butler,  commanding  the 
Unitwi  States  forces  in  tills  department,  found  this  pliu*o  threatened 
by  the  enemy  and  was  hiivod  tu  evacuate  Baton  Kouge.  We  had 
lidly  demonstrated  thai  we  muld  hold  thai  post  u^lnst  any  foix^n, 
but*  the  reinforcements  were  rer]uirc<i  here,  and  Baton  Kouge  tvaa 
pvacuat'cd  on  the  21st  Au>>;ust.  On  (In*  morning  of  that  thiy  the 
enemy  made  a  reconnoiKHance,  drove  in  nur  pickoLs,  and  killed  some 
men.  The  gimboals  opened  a  rapid  and  heavy  fire;  the  enemy 
retired,  and  our  troops  weii'  enabled  to  embark  without  molestation 
or  hinaranc©  on  board  the  traiLsports.  The  Kt-iinhdin  touk  the  posi- 
tion assigned  her  and  brougrbt  up  the  roar,  astern  of  the  Kineo.  We 
ran  all  iut:ht.  having  left  BaUxi  Kouifc  at  2:30  p.  m.  on  the  2l.st  and 
arrived  here  about  s  a.  ni.  of  the  22d.  HauJed  ship  into  dock  and 
commenced  repairs,  calking,  ele. 

SepUmhfr  fi.  ('onq>lcted  my  repairs  upon  the  KnUthdhi  m  hull, 
calking,  and  maehincr>'  ( >n  the  4th  roitled  shij):  ^ot  two  more  guna 
(2-i-pounder  hnuit/.ers)  attached  to  my  batu-ry;  filhHt  up  with  ammu- 
nition and  hauled  out  uito  the  stream. 
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On  tho  samp  day  failpd  to  got  undonvay  on  account  of  machinpry 
iH'iiig still  (laiiiaj;):*(l,  <  In  llii*  nth.  ycstt^rday,  at  1 :  ^0  p.  ii>..  txot  wniler- 
way  and  stood  U]>  the  rivor.  When  just  abovo  (■arrollton  dis- 
fuivcrcd  a  steanior  coniin^'  diuvn  full  of  troops.  Kiied  a  rifle  shot  over 
her,  when  she  brought  to,  bead  upulroani.  Ran  up  and  .spoke  her 
and  sent  her  on  !ier  way. 

About  n  met  two  other  river  steamers,  in  eonvny  of  the  ItaMra  and 
Kiiiro.  Spoke  the  two  latter,  when  they  bore  i-otind.  I  boiinied 
(hem  and  passed  my  or<t4'i-s.  wlien  w«-  idl  then  stocxj  itp  river  to  (he 
22-miIe  point  and  limhorefl  tor  the  nijjlit.  Al>out  7  o  cU»ek  the 
Sciofa  canio  up,  having  been  stnidonly  dispatched  by  the  eommodore 
(Morris)  to  rentier  aid  to  a  dettirhment.  supposed  to  be  in  the  vicinity 
uf  Red  Clnirch  or  where  we  were.  We  could  piin  no  tidin^^t  of  any  ol 
our  troops.  Waitfd  tmtil  II  ii.  m.,  and  we  conclu<h*d  to  fjet  under- 
'  way  and  proceed  (tn  up  to  Baton  Rouu:o.  The  Itnsra.  beins;  sh<»rl  of 
e<ial,  went  on  down  to  New  Orleans.  The  Kineo^  Scioin,  ft,ui\  Kaidhdin 
passed  on  np. 

We  are  now  in  St.  Chnrlej*  Parish  and  scourinp  tlu*  coast  along  as 
we  Ro;  nothing  is  tit  be  seen.  Nothing  indicating  rebels  or  enemiew  is 
found. 

ICngines  tind  machinery  only  working  tolerable.  We  go  slow,  lag 
behind  the  other  boats.  One  of  my  men  die*!  yesterday  evening 
alter  only  about  two  hours'  sk-kne.ss.  The  surgeon  declares  it  to  be 
fever;  I  doubt  it.  1  rea<l  the  funeral  8er\4ce  over  him  at  about  l():.SO 
an<i  we  committed  his  body  to  the  river.  We  had  no  Iuini>er  to  make 
him  a  coHin.  and  it  was  dangerous  for  my  men  to  go  ashore  and  di(*  a 
grave  and  bury  the  poor  fellow  on  land.  I  was  compelled  to  bury  lun» 
thuH. 

September  P.^Loft  Baton  Rouge  yesterday  at  3  p.  m..  on  my  way 
down.  Smwiay  morning  at  S  o'clock  passing  up  we  arrived  off  the 
lower  ond  of  Donaldsoiiville,  when  the  (pi arter master  roporto<i  to  me 
that  he  sav^  a  rebel  flag  on  a  house  on  shore.  I  examined  it  carefully 
for  some  time  and  decided  it  to  be  rme.  I  ordered  the  howitxers  to 
oiien  fire  upon  the  hotise,  and  fired  a  few  shell  over  and  one  through 
the  rtH)f.  I  then  .saw  a  person  waving  a  while  Hug  very  viidenlly  on 
the  levee,  when  I  ^avo  the  order  to  cease  firing.  lowered  al>oat,  and  sent 
on  shore  to  have  tne  tlag  hauled  down  and  brought  on  board. 

This  Hag  was  partially  wound  attjuiul  a  short  flagstalf.  which  was 
stuck  into  the  chminey  of  the  house.  Upon  taking  it  down  it  proved 
to  be  a  Freni'h  Hag,  which  was  stj  peculiarly  arranged  as  to  rej)resent 
the  eoloi-s  of  the  ivbels  so  accurately  as  to  deceive  my  signal  quarter- 
master, other  officers,  myself,  anrf  (^aptain  Hannom.  of  the  Kineo, 
w  ho  dropped  down  towarti  me  to  ascertain  the  cau.se  of  my  firing. 
The  proprietor  of  the  ilag  and  house,  accfmipanicd  by  two  other 
gentlemen,  came  on  board  to  chiiiri  protection  under  the  French  Mag. 
and  represented  that  he  w  as  autliorized  to  hoist  it  by  letters  addressed 
'  to  him  by  the  French  consul  at  New  Orleans.  This  person  was  very 
angry  and  not  very  respectful,  though  his  two  fri<'U<ls  wfio  accom- 
panied him  were  extremely  so. 

i  lohl  him  that  hod  1  known  the  flag  w  iw  a  French  one  I  should  not 
have  lired  upon  it;  that  it  was  so  arranged  as  to  represent  a  rebel  Hag, 
and  that  it  was  not  unfurled  and  Hying  in  a  manner  to  show  Us 
nationality.     Besides,  it  had  no  right  in  the  dumiiey  of  a  house,  as  1 
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supposed  from  that  circumst4vnce  that  the  house  wits  deserted   and 
(ho  ri'bcl  llaf^  placed  thvtv  liy  ^uiTrillas  as  a  tnkrn  of  drliiiDcc. 

Fnitlicnnore,  I  \oU\  liiiii  lliat  I  was  not  rpitain  that  he  hat\  a  tight 
to  Hy  a  French  llu^;,  and  I  dinii)tiMl  if  tlic  Fn-iich  consul  had  p«>\s*'r  to 
autllorize  it,  and  that  if  he  wished  the  protection  of  the  Freiith  flag 
he  inuat  seek  it  under  the  Hag  *d  tlut  i-onsulato  at  a  seaport  town  &jk1 
Eot  ill  any  plaee  where  he  ini^ht  choose  to  hoist  it. 

At  tlu'  same  time  I  assui-cd  him  that  my  iirinj;  into  it  was  a  mistake, 
and  hud  I  tieen  able  to  make  it  out  a  French  (lag  1  certainly  should 
itiit  have  lired  inl4>  it. 

I  then  pave  him  !ui<"k  liis  lla^  and  sent  t!ie  party  »shi»re  lu  my  hoat. 
the  Creole  (or  Frenchomn)  expn's.siuj;  meim<*es  ami  ungry  threat's  lus 
till-  l)iiat  shuved  o(f. 

It  was  an  unfortunate  alTair,  as  I  am  lohl  his  familv  were  living  in 
the  house  and  his  wife  was  carried  out  in  his  arms  fainting.      Yet  I' 
have  no  cause  to  i-eproach  myself,  as  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lire  upon  the 
enemy  or  the  enemy's  flaj;  wherever  I  find  them. 

We  passed  up  the  river  and  anchored  helow  Pla'jUpmine  for  the 
nij^hl.  titit  uuUerway  at  X:.'J(}  a.  m.  and  stood  up  and  gut  olF  Baton 
Kou^e  at  al>out  ni'M)  p.  in.  All  (iiiiet  at  I^alon  Kouye.  Tiie  ndiel 
uniform  could  he  s<*en  oecasiouallv  in  the  streets,  and  a  rebel  officer 
came  down  and  looked  at  lis  as  ue  lay  at  anchor  with  ctml  delibera- 
tion. We  exchanjied  shots  with  glasses.  Baton  UoULje  is  lik(^  a  city 
of  the  dead.  Many  housea  ai"e  still  deserted,  doors  lialf  open,  and 
windows  broken  in. 

We  lay  quiet!  v  at  andior  all  Sunday  evening  and  nii^ht  and  Monday 
until  3  p.  ni.,  when  we  pot  un<lerwav  and  apam  st,<Mul  ilown  the  river. 
The  Sciofa  steamed  ahead  fast,  and  proceeds  to  New  (_>rleans.  The 
Kineo  and  Katahdin  nm  on  under  a  slow  bell.  We  )>assed  Plaque- 
mine  this  morning  and  Donaldsonville,  where  1  sa>v  apiin  the  house 
ui)ou  which  I  hud  lired.  The  proprietor  stood  on  hLs  galJerv  and 
looked  as  I  passed  bv.  V\'e  shall  stop  to-nipht  at  Bonnet  Cariv  Voint, 
u  region  infested  willi  reliels. 

-SV^^fnjft^r  i^.':?. -Donaldsonville.  Oeeupied  since  my  last  date  in 
8eounn<i;  the  river.  Ilaided  <lown  all  the  French  flaps  except  one  ovpf 
the  convent  of  St.  Michael's,  at  College  Point.  1  pave  the  nuns  and 
sisters  permission  to  wear  it  if  they  wished,  or  any  ilag  fbey  chose; 
but  subsequently  I  observed  they  had  hauled  it  tlown.  Of  late  the 
levee  has  been  cut  in  several  places,  foruiinp  emlirasures  for  puns,  with 
platforms  in  their  rear,  but  as  yet  we  can  find  no  puns.  Last  week 
we  receive*!  iiiteltipencf^  that  we  were  to  he  attacked  just  above  this 
place.  We  (llie  Srwta  \iui\-Katuh(iin)  at  once  steamed  to  the  place. 
Found  embrasuies  recently  cut  and  everytliing  fitted  for  a  Imttery 
of  three  guns.  We  had  ntcoived  word  also  that  they  wcix»  *'  all  ready 
for  the  gunboats,"  We  slopped  our  vessels  off  the  place,  landetl 
boats,  hut  found  nothing.  Inese  embrasures  were  cut  directly  in 
front  <>f  several  dwellings  occu|ii<'<l  by  poor  people.  This  kind  of  ojier-  « 
ations  have  Wm'U  done  all  aloiip  the  river,  and  the  enemy  is  in  the 
habit  of  planting  his  batteries  in  front  of  the  houses  of  llie  poon^r 
clh-sses!  This  isSouthern  chivalry!  On  Setur<lay,  the  liMh,  received 
intelligence  that  Manchac  Bend  was  als<i  being  fortilicd.  .h)ine<|  by 
the  linsai,  punhoat,  on  Saturday  evening,  we  anchored  5  miles  below; 
Sunday  morning  at  sunrise  sl.ur|.ed  up  the  bend,  in  line  of  battle,  at 
quarters,  hut  unfortunately  with  the  bla/.tiig  sun  glaring  in  our  factca 
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right  ovor  iho  point,  of  the  supposed  batteiips;  ypt,  morw  fortunately, 
wo  found  no  puns  and  no  eiioiny's  buttorios  to  dispute  tliis  pass,  one 
of  the  most  foniudable  on  tlie  river.  A  battery  properly  planted 
could  rake  any  gunboat  or  vessel  .5  miles  coming  anci  (LToin^:,  on  either 
side.  With  three  ^ood  ^uns  tbo  gunboats  could  not  pass  if  brave  men 
mannt'd  and  defended  tncm. 

We  found  all  quiet  at  liaton  Uouge.as  on  the  day  we  left.  Wo 
saw  Confederate  soldiers  and  olUcors  about  the  streets.  We  quietly 
observed  eaeh  other. 

The  three  boats,  Sciota,  Itasca,  and  KniaMin,  remained  but  a  few 
hours.  An  army  \  rans[)ort  came  up  for  us  to  eseort  thein  to  this  plaee 
and  cover  their  lundinji,  as  tlis  tluMlrsijin  to  o<'eupy  thisphwe  for  a  few 
days.  We  aiielior(«d  ab4)ut  7  o'clock,  and  T.he  trooj*s  landed  the  fol- 
lowing morning  without  obstruction.  The  enemy,  about  2(X)  slronj;, 
left  the  town  and  retreated  to  the  woods,  shelled  liy  our  field  artillery 
and  the  gi'nboats. 

Our  j^iHifxiats  are  iiecupied  constantly  in  convoying  river  steamers 
tradinj^  nlonj^  the  coast.  The  Sciala  is  now  below.  The  Itattca  went 
up  above  this  ni4>rninp.  The  Kuiahd'in  remains  here  to  r4iver  our 
triHips  of  Ilie  hiHrrI  flifl. 

Wo  have  gloomy  news  of  our  aniiy  in  the  North.  The  grand  Ai-my 
of  the  I'utomac.  under  McClellan.  has  been  rej)nis4'd  From  Richmond 
aiui  driven  back  to  the  furts  in  front  uf  Washnit;tun. 

The  L-ondition  of  the  country'  Is  critical  in  the  lust  degree.  The 
hour  looks  dark  and  portentous.  But  the  struggle  oi  liberty,  of  eiv- 
ilizaliiiu,  of  human  progivss,  was  ever  a  hopehn  one  in  darker  hours 
of  the  world's  history  tlian  it  is  now.  For  myself.  I  feel  that  this 
struggle  is  one  in  behalf  of  liumanity,  of  all  mankind,  and  of  all 
nations. 

October  24' — Twenty-eight  miles  above  New  Orlean§.  September 
24  the  t]\)ops  under  Colonel  McMillen  at  Donaldsonville  weiv  attacked 
and  renulsed.  and  the  entire  command  came  near  being  cut  off 
througn  the  ignorance  of  the  colonel.  My  vessel,  however,  protected 
him.  and  unoer  cover  of  my  guns  he  made  his  retreat  to  the  LnnrfJ 
lliU,  and  evacuated  the  town  in  baste  and  returned  to  New  Orleans. 

Constantly  employed  sctjuring  tlie  river.  Octolu-r  I  the  Kinro^ 
Sciota.  Katnhtiin,  and  Itascn,  passing  up  to  Baton  Kouge,  about  12 
miles  above  Oonalilsonville,  dis<^overcd  a  heavy  drove  of  beef  cattic 
from  Texas  on  their  way  (o  the  enemy's  camps.  Hove  tliem  to  by 
firing  a  nmsket,  captured  the  drovers,  and  I  was  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  transports  to  get  the  cattle.  Left  at  II  a.  ni.;  arrived  at  New 
Orleans  at  N  p.  n».;  procured  the  transports  fur  Ihe  following  day.  I 
was  overtaken  by  six  of  them  the  following  evening  at  S  at  Bonnet 
Carre,  and  formed  them  in  close  order  along  the  east  bank  and  t^)ok 
position  on  the  west  side.  We  steamed  up  as  fast  as  possible  and 
arrived  at  the  nMide/.vous  at  2  a.  m. 

The  cattle  had  been  safely  kept  under  the  gtms  of  the  gunboats. 

About  l,;iUO  were  gotten  on  board  the  transports,  and  started  down 
on  the  4tli  in  convoy  of  Kitifo,  ScloUi.  ami  ItaKca.  About  4  miles 
below  Donaldsonville  the  enemy  attacked  our  boats  with  0  gi»"s  and 
about  Il.OOO  inlautry,  iiring  heavy  volleys  of  Minii^  bulls.  The  gun- 
l>oals  opened  promptly  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  |M>sition,  which 
he  held  for  about  twenty  minvites.  The  (uing  was  veiy  sharp  and 
heavy.     The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Sciota  was  instantl}"  cut  in  two 
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by  u  6-pound  ball.  Several  men  and  other  officers  wero  woundod  on 
board  Uw  Scix/ta  and  Khuu. 

Tlie  Knfahdin  was  left  to  guaixl  and  bring  down  the  remaining  200 
cattle.  I  pii.slif'd  on  at  onre.  keepinjj  them  under  my  pirns,  and  as 
BOon  as  the  cnjiaeeuiont  was  over  1  pushed  past  the  seene  uf  at'tiou  iu 
saiety,  taking  advantage  of  the  enemy  when  attending  to  tiis  killed 
and  wounded. 

T  was  joined  tlion  by  tlu*  Kimo  and  Itnttai,  an<l  liimllv  eonvoyed 
the  whnle  200  head  safely  to  Cairollton.  a  distance  of  \)0  miles,  through 
a  bastile  rountry  swanniiig  with  encmit'S. 

On  tlie  JOlli  inslan(.  Rineo  in  eompanv.  above  Donalddonville 
alMHit  ■!  miles.  I  rrreivcd  a  vidley  of  musketry-  No  one  killed  or 
wuunded-  I  opened  ii  brisk  fin'  aufl  pjLsscd  on.  The  next  morning 
(he  two  bonis,  returning  dtiwristrenm,  \u  ptussing  the  same  phu*e,  were 
sotldiMily  openetl  upon  by  a  masketl  battery  oi  4  pieces  and  a  lai^e 
body  of  infantry,  Our  people  were  at  quarters,  all  ready,  and  in  ten 
seconds  the  two  gunboats  poured  in  a  heavy  fire  of  sbi'apnel  ami  u;rape, 
but  the  enemy  disappeared  as  sotm  as  he  fired.  A  grt-ut  deal  of  nms- 
ketrv  was  fired  at  us  from  tlie  tops  of  trees.  At  this  stage  of  tlie  river 
tlie  banks  are  verv  higb  ai\d  our  deck.s  are  mui-li  exposed.  However^ 
1  had  no  easualtu's,  and  the  ship.  1  believe,  was  n4>t  struck.  The 
Kineo  received  a  rilled  shot.  ]>assi]»g  thmugh  and  through  her  frail 
bulwarks,  and  bad  many  narrow  escapes.  One  of  the  ollie^'ra  had 
his  lial  knocked  off  his  Head  by  a  (i-|)ouud  liall.  The  shot  fell  short 
of  me  or  passed  over  my  vessel.  An  Almighty  providence  lias  ct^r- 
tainly  been  wonderfully  good  to  me  and  those  under  my  command. 
The  KaUihdin  .seems  U^  have  horroweii  the  diarmed  life  of  the  /Vn- 
sacola. 

We  are  now  constantly  under  hre  of  this  covert  kind  as  we  pass  up 
and  down  the  river.  Our  ligiiting  is  a  savage  Indian  warfare.  The 
troops  and  guns  are  concealed,  and  waicli  for  us  as  we  pass  along  and 
fin'  and  llee.  Sharpshootei*s  (I  sup|K»se  the  as^sassins  are  tailed) 
occupy  tree  lAjps  and  take  deliberate  aim  at  our  decks. 

We  now  regularly  light  our  way  up  and  down  the  river. 

1  hear  to-day  through  contraband  sources  tJiat  the  enemy  lost  600 
in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  engajcement  of  October  4. 

Ye-sterdav  the  Kineo  and  Ktitahain  went  up  as  far  as  Bonnet  Carre 
church,  and  retunied  in  the  evening.  We  are  hardly  safe  now  at 
anchor  anywlu're  up  the  river  at  night. 

A  brigutle  of  about  5.000  or  0,000  men.  luider  Brigadier-Oeiwral 
Godfrey  Weitzel,  is  ready  at  Carrolllon  to  go  up  on  six  traiisport.s  (o 
cM'cupv  Donaldsonville  t«»-morrow  morning  at  daybglit.  I  am  waiting 
alone  liere  to-day  for  their  arrival,  when  the  whole  force  of  gunboats 
are  exuected  to  ffo  uii  and  have  a  general  engagement  for  the  p^jHses- 
sion  uf  Donaldsonville.  1  bear  to-day  that  the  rebels  have  an  army 
of  1U,(MM)  men  at  DonaldsonvUle  and  20  piwes  of  artillery. 

October  iio. — Arrived  off  Donaldsonville  to-dav  about  11  a.  m.  and 
occupied  the  place.  Last  night  about  6  o'clock,  off  Hed  ('hurch,  I 
was  overhauled  by  eight  trnnsjiorts  and  three  guuhoats  in  convoy. 
The  transports  bail  on  hoard  about  4.500  troops,  the  brif^adc  of  Brig- 
adier-General Godfrey  Weitzel.  We  steamed  uji  in  fine  style.  12  ves^ 
sels  all  lold.  in  two  cutuimis,  the  gunboats  formmg  a  separate  column 
on  the  wosl  aide  of  the  river.    My  people  were  at  the  guns  all  night. 
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I  gave  tliPtn  no  beds  all  night,  and  found  the  other  commanders  did 
tht>  sumo. 

The  night  was  favorable.  AiTive<l  at  Madame  Winchester's 
plantutiun  about  5  oVIock  this  murning,  just  [a.-*]  tlie  murniii;?  fo^ 
set  in.  Uy  signal  giv^'n.  the  lraii.sp(»rt-s.stoppe4l,  the  itunbimlH  fui-j^ed 
ahead  and  look  up  position  on  the  ea^t  »>tde  of  the  river  and  slopped. 
The  transnort^  sheered  into  the  bank  artd  landed.  At  j;o(xl  day- 
lit^lil  the  fo^  lifted  and  the  troops  were  landed  in  bne  i>f  Imtth*. 
The  cavalry  formed  and  started  with  a  shout  and  a  S'dlop  for  Donald- 
sonville.  about  S  miles  up  the  levee.  Tw(t  ^iiuboat^  went  on  iind 
ai'companied  tliem  at*  lliey  dashed  intu  luwn,  eupturinji  a  few  rebel 
cavalry.  The  KaUihd'tn  ami  Itusni  .sleamcti  sh>\vly  up  abrea.st  tlie 
euiumns  iif  marctiiniT  infant  r>'  and  artilb'rv  of  twelve  jueees.  TIio 
town  wiLs  entered  l)y  the  whole  brigade  about  11  u'ohK-k  a.  m.  in 
fine  (inler  and  style.  The  ilotilia  of  exinboats  anchored  abreast. 
Tii-niorrow  the  country  will  be  scoured,  and  a  heavy  column  vvill 
start  to  meet  an<l  johi  another  portion  of  the  bri«;ude  at  Barataria, 
which  left  several  days  ago.  Thu»  far  the  expe<IItion  luis  l>een 
successful  and  well  planned.  The  enemy  seemed  iii('lifi('<l  t<i  let  us 
aluuc.     Tlicrc  wa.s  some  picket  firing,  but  no  ^iki^Inislling  yet. 

Tlu^  wind  blows  a  cola  gale  from  the  north. 

I  am  woni  out  witli  fatigue  und  lal)or. 

/Jt'cnnhfr  S. — Above  Donaldsunviile.  On  the  night  of  November 
15  the  Kiiteo,  HcioUi,  Kntakd'in.  and  lUL-ica  left  Dunaldsunvilli'  und 

])roceeded  uji  the  river  on  a  reeounoissance  of  the  batteries  of  Port 
iudson  and  the  shores  from  Baton  Kouge  to  that  pla<?e.  Pas-sed 
Baton  Uouge  about  daylight  and  arrived  in  sight  of  the  lofty  cliffti 
of  Port  Hudson  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  The  four  gunboats  remained 
at  a  distance  of  1  mile  and  less  for  one  and  one-half  hours  from  the 
first  battery,  but  the  enemv  did  not  open  upon  us,  probably  desiring 
to  get  the  boats  entrapped  by  gj'i'ig  liigher  up,  and  j)robahly  also, 
to  conceal  their  real  strenijth.  This  has  been  one  *)f  the  must  trying 
duties  I  have  performed  dtiring  the  whole  war.  It  wiis  attended 
with  grave  danger  through  a  dtstance  of  25  miles.  In  conso<iuencc 
of  our  sudden  appearance  in  the  morning  the  place  wa.s  taken  by 
surprb^e,  and  no  att<>mpts  were  made  to  elieck  our  progress  from 
the  liigb  Imnits  till  the  way  from  Baton  U<iuge  t^o  Pi>rt  Iludsnn.  The 
tents  tjf  the  several  en«ami>nn'nts  were  sud<ienlv  Htnick  u|)<m  our 
lijst  appearance.  I  found  ttie  place  impregiialile  for  ships.  In 
n)y  opinion  it  is  a  much  stronger  position  than  Fort^^  St.  Philip  and 
Jackson. 

We  were  all  night  and  all  the  following  day  at  our  guns  without 
sleep  or  meals. 

On  the  Iflth  went  to  New  Orleans  and  remained  until  the  2d  Dmreni- 
ber.  This  is  the  only  ami  first  reptwe  enj(»yed  by  m^'  olHcers  and 
men  since  I  took  command  of  the  vessel  on  the  4th  of  August  last. 

The  affaij's  of  the  country  h>ok  desperate  and  gloomy. 

Dtmnbrr  lo. — Near  Bay*>u  Cnmin,  On  tiie  ]2lh  it  was  ordered 
that  the  EsHtx  ami  Khifo,  KaUtfuUn  and  Wtnona  shtmld  again  pro- 
ceed to  Port  Hudson  and  remain  there  for  twenty-fotir  hours.  We 
arrived  near  the  batterie^i  at  J  p.  ni.  on  that  day  and  anchored  in 
line  ahead,  Estsi'x  in  the  van.  On  the  following  mornhig  two  men 
came  down  to  the  bank  and  made  signal  for  a  boat.  The  Kineo 
sent  one,  but  on  arriving  within  30  yards  of  llie  shore  a  body  of 
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soUlirrs  openwl  fire  and  poured  a  volloj-  of  imiskotry  into  the  dpfence 
It'ss  l)oal.  No  ono  was  hurt,  strange  to  say.  hut  the  huat  was  [mm"- 
foratcd.  ImnuHlialt'ly  all  the  .s(|uadron  opened  lire  upon  the  ievec 
with  ^rapp  urui  shrapnel.  But  no  ono  whs  seen  and  the  assassins 
disappeared.     Such  Is  the  charaeter  of  this  frif^htful  war. 

Note.— Our  return  fire  kilh'd  4  and  woun(h>d  5  nf  the  oneniy.- 
F.  A.  R. 

At  10  a.  m.,  13th,  the  Kimo  and  Kntahd'm  got  underw^ay,  leavin|c^ 
the  other  two  vessels  at  anelior,  and  steamed  down  the  river.     Exne- 
rienee.d  no  intoiTuption  until  at  Manehar  Uend.  when*  the  Katohdin-l 
heint;  the  stermuost  ship,   re<'eived  several    vnileys.     No  one   wna" 
hurt.     The  plate  was  shelled  and  swept  with  {;rape  ami  shrapnel. 

Left  the  hhien  at  Plat|ueniine  on  the  14th  at  dayiifiht  and  arrivcc" 
at  DonahKsonville  ahout  10  a.  ni.  and  reported  the  work  above. 

About  10  uVlm^k  p.  ni.  of  the  some  day  we  were  ama;(ed  at  Donahl- 
soiiville  by  ihe  sudden  appearajue  of  Captain  Kansnni.  of  the  Kineo,^ 
who  was  expected  to  he  at  Plaqiiemine. 

I  knew  there  had  been  distusl^r  above.     On  ihe  break  of  day,  at 
Port  Hudson,  the  enemy  silddonly  opened  a  terrifie  lire  upon  the 
WiiMtut  ({junboat)  frtmi  the  hij^h  bank,  with  a  whole  park  of  artillery. 
The  enemy  had  a  plunging  and  raking  lire  upon  her,  and  she  was-1 
fearfully  cut  up.     An  oliieer  was  kiUed,  eut  m  two    by  a  rifle  12- 

IKmnder  ball.  A  man  was  wonrulc<l  slijjhlly.  Rut  (he  vessel  was 
mlled  .seriously  twenty-seven  times  by  cannon  ball.  The  Winona 
slipped  cabh'  an<l  took  n»fu^e  umler  the  ironclad  fCsttex.  and  made 
fast  alongside.  Both  drifted  downstream,  stem  lirat,  until  past 
Profit  Island.  Then  turned,  when  Winorui  shifted  side.s.  and  about^ 
1.5U0  infantry  onened  on  her  from  the  opposite  bank  a  plunging 
hre  also.  They  kept  nn  thi.4  fire  for  'J  milrs.  The  ship  is  cut  up, 
crippled,  and  a  vuhiahh;  life  h>st,  without  objex^t  or  result.  It  ls 
strange  that  admiral  doe.s  insist  upon  such  reckless  and  uselc 
expo.sure  of  his  ollicers.  men,  and  ships.  But  nearly  or  quite  ever^ 
oJhccr  1  know  does  not  give  him  credit  for  judgment  or  prudence, 
or  even  a  proper  regard  for  tlie  lives  or  repulatif>ns  of  his  people. 
Nearly  eveiy  commanding  officer  of  the  river  squadron  remonstrated 
up«m  this  foolish  exposure.  We  are  all  losing  confidence  in  Admiral 
Fari-agut,  for  he  displays  no  jutlgment  or  pnidence.  He  is  wa-sioful 
of  life  and  blood  to  a  criminal  degree. 

1  am  l(i-day  scoutin*;  upriver  from  UonaldsonviUe  to  Plaquemiiio 
and  Haviin  (hnda.  The  Ksitrx  retin'd  from  p4>rt  Hudson  to  Baton 
itouge.  and  is  there  now.  The  enemy  cheered  wlien  she  retired, 
from  Port  Hudson,  guarding  the  Winona. 

The  Kinio  out  of  <'(>al;  ^ouo  to  New  Orleans.     TKirwwwj  trying  to* 
repair.  pat<;h  un.  and  burymg  her  dead  at  Donaldsonvillo.     Cnyitga 
at  Donoldsonville. 

Arc  reporl<>d  three  rams  and  gunboats,  iron-plated,  above  Port 
Hud-son.     We  expect  them  down,  and  will  be  beaten  In  dot^il 
they  iio — by  the  admiral's  arrangement. 

December  JS. —  Baton  Kouge.  On  the  evening  of  the  lOth,  whil©' 
near  to  Bayou  Ooula,  the  Allnitross  {5  guns)  and  llie  sluop  Uicftmoud 
came  up  and  joined  us.  They  brought  the  intelligence  that  General 
N.  P.  Banks  liad  arrived  with  an  army  of  about  :io,000  troops,  and, 
about  8.000  were  on  the  way  up  the  river.  At  1  a.  m.  9  sea  steamer 
with  8,000  men  came  up."   Got  underway  and  convo3'ed  tiie  rea 
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purtian  of  the  column.  Al  s  a.  in.  fyest^rilay)  we  appeared  off  this 
place.  landed  the  troopi4  without  opposition,  nfler  throwiiijr  iihout  u 
doxt'ii  shell  (iver  the  town.  Ahoiit  9  o'clock  ii.  m.  the  Hirhjuond 
sent,  a  Ixmt  and  lioistrd  the  Ha*j  ovrr  the  capital  huilHinj^  <if  this 
place.  The  State  capital  is  a  very  impr>sing  liuildin^.  The  enemy's 
troops  immediatfllv  evacuated  Baton  Rouge,  to  the  number  of  about 
.100. 

Thus  we  are  again  in  strong  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  StAto 
(tf  Louisiana,  whicli  will  he  held  until  peace  is  dccmred  and  the  war 
ended. 

The  balance  of  tlie  army  are  on  the  war  \ip.  Generjil  B.  K.  Butler 
has  been  relieved  by  Genera!  Banks.  It  is  lime  thus  change  waa 
made. 

We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  Rt'oat  events.  The  campaign  is  bepin- 
niiii;  and  the  movement  up  n\{}V  may  suon  he  hioked  for.  The  ocou- 
palion  of  Baton  UoUfje  by  tills  army  wa.s  tlie  iirst  real  movement 
of  a  good  ndlitarv'  character  1  have  witnessed.  The  Iirst  I  know 
of  the  intention  to  txcupy  it  wtis  the  announcement  uf  the  approach 
of  the  army  four  houi*s  before  it  appeareil. 


liept/rt  of  Hn^adier-Gtneral  Roirht/,  O.  S.  Army,  rvtfnrdinq  the  presence 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Essex  and  a  transport  at  Bayou  ^ara. 

UKAijgiiAitTERs  Sixth  Hrioaue  Uu  ihiana  Mii.itia, 

Pointe  Conptk,  ]ji.,  August  11,  iSO^. 

Oknerai.:  Yesterday  tlie  eneniy's  ironclad  tfunboat  fisnejr  enme  to 
Bayou  Sara  early  and  anchored  near  the  shore,  where  she  now  lies  (4 
p.  m.).  About  a  p.  m.  yesterday  also  came  n  traitsport,  whicli  is  still 
at.  Bayou  vSara.  t)n  nrrivinj^;  the  f^unhoat  threw  smne  shells  into  the 
lower  part  of  Baj'ou  Sura,  and  when  she  saw  the  transjjort  coming  up 
she  shelled  the  rojid  and  fields  on  this  side  the  river.  The  transport 
then  came  to  the  ferr3-.  landing  on  this  side,  and  took  on  hoard  a 
quantity  of  sugar  lying  there  to  be  earned  across  to  Bayou  Sara.  They 
compelfcd  the  negroes  of  Bemia  and  Colonel  Stephen  Van  Wirkle  t« 
roll  ibf  sugar  on  boani.  while  100  armed  men  stood  guiird  over  them. 
They  noliOed  Xfr.  (iill  t»)  have  his  lumds  ready  to  put  another  lot  on 
board  wliicb  was  lying  Lhree-iiuartei-s  of  a  mile  above,  but  they  left 
this  side  before  it  was  aceomplishcd,  I  In*  \v  hole  or  larger  jiurt  being  on 
this  hunk  this  nioming.  There  was  a  large  rpiantity  of  sugar  at  the 
railroad  depot  in  Bayou  Sara  which  wo  hear  they  seized,  but  c*n  not 
say  whether  they  have  it  ou  hoaixl. 

******* 

We  can  not  fonw  an  opinion  whether  they  have  merely  come  upim  a 
thieving  errand  or  will  be  stationed  permanently  at  Bayou  Sara.  They 
got  mo  or  oOO  hogsheads  of  sugar,  I  think,  here  and  at  Bayou  Sara, 
which  belongs  almost  entirely  to  speculators.  They  also  arrested 
and  took  on  board  two  or  thwe  persons  who  have  been  engaged  in 
crossing  sugar.     1  hcliovc  they  hold  them  prisoners  still. 

C.  N.  Rowley, 
Bri4f.  Gen.f  CommandiTig  Sixth  Brigade  Louisiana  [MUiiia]. 

Major-General  J.  L.  Lkwis, 

Commanding  Louisiana  Militia. 
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Report  of  BtigatHer-Oeneml  Thompson,  C,  S.  Army,  rffnring  to  /Af 
Kink'ing  oj  the  stramrr  Lr-wis  Whiivman. 

PoNCHATon.A,  La.,  AiiffUAt  U,  IS62 — 6' a.  m. 
General:  Nothingof  ini|K>riiUK'p!i«s(M;cuiTt"<l  on  thitilinc.  *  *  • 
A  Captftin  H.  L.  J)riigrr  nirno  in  Hurin^r  the  night  with  10  prisoners, 
Cftplurcd  iionr  New  lilvcr.  IIi*  rcfwirls  T)()iuitils<invilU>  iis  burned  «m 
Friday  nt  II  o'clork;  an  insurmction  ainonj'  the  nogrora  in  Ascension 
Parish.  hx\<\  the  killinj;  of  40  or  oU  of  thcni;  tlmt  sinre  Kridtiv  the  boaU<i 
have  taken  duwn  nu»ro  imopsi  tfum  wero  hrouirhl  up;  tlial  tho  }\'f'ujht- 
viun  [Whiifinan],  loaded  with  the  dead  anil  wounded  from  Baton 
Roufje,  wivs  rnn  into  hy  a  jrunhoat  (acridentaily )  and  sunk,  with  nil  on 
iKitird.  and  several  other  items  of  interest,  which  I  hojK*  will  rearh  you 
in  reliable  shape.  Captain  Daipre  takes  his  prisoners  to  ('amp  Moore. 
They  were  the  rrews  of  .'M-hiioners  whieh  he  rnptuivd  and  luirned. 
Me  also  captured  a  steamer  which  showed  Fi-eneh  papers,  and  was 
released.     *     »     * 

Youra,  most  respectfully, 

M.  Jkff.  Thompson, 
Mi/tsfturi  State  Gnanl,  lirirf.'Gen',  on  Spftrin/  Sen*ice,  C.  S,  A, 

Major-CJeneral  J.  C.  BKK«KiNun>iiE,  C.  S.  Anny. 

Camp  near  Baton  Rovtfe. 


Operations  at  Corpus  Chrifti,  Tex. 
Reports  of  Vajor  Hobliy,  C.  8.  Amy. 

Hdqrs.  Slbmiutakv  Di.sT.  Corpis  OnnisTi  and  Akansas, 

Corpus  Ckruti,  Tex.,  Av^unt  t6\  tS62. 

Sir:  In  my  ritmmmiieation  of  yesterday  I  reported  the  arrival  of 
four  Ke<h'ral  vessels  in  Corpus  Christi  Bay.  they  having;  removed  the 
ohstruetions  plaeed  in  llie  ship  channel— the  yacht  ('onjphtuji.  fitiu- 
drer,  Hefle  Itnl'io,  and  steam  jnmboat.  The  yacht  apiumred  olT  Inj^le- 
side  at  4  n.  m.,  cha^iinp  the  Breokrr,  u  j>ilot  boat  in  the  Confederate 
service,  wliieh  was  just  returning  from  a  rcconnoitering  expedition. 
with  a  det^ichment  of  men  under  Captain  K.  E.  Jones.  To  prevent 
her  capture  by  the  enemy  she  was  run  on  shore  at  Indian  Pomt.  and 
the  reconnoitering  party  en'eeted  their  escape.  The  Hrtakfr  was  fired 
some  distance  from  the  shore,  bu»  unfortunately  not  in  time  to  pre- 
vent her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  extinguislicd 
the  llampK.  Eleven  mIioIs  were  fired  at  her  during  the  chase.  The 
BreaXrr  is  a  small  hout,  carrying  a  crew  of  '.i  men.  The  yaclit  then 
steered  for  Corpus  Christi,  standing  vUtAo  along  the  .shore,  and  fired  u 
shot  at  a  detachment  of  Captain  McChmplH'll's  company,  hnuling  u 
boat  upon  the  beach.  She  came  to  anchor  opposite  the  cUy,  and  was 
joined  during  the  night  by  the  remainder  of  tne  ileet. 

At  ft  this  morning  Captain  Kittreijge,  in  a  launch.  approache<l  the 
wharl  with  a  flag  of  truce,  at  which  point  I  met  him.  lie  informed 
me  tliat  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  l.'nited  States  tJovernmcnt  to 
examine  the  pul)lic  buildings  in  the  city  and  make  an  olhcial  report  of 
their  comlitinn,  I  informed  him  that  the  Cnitcd  States  (iovem- 
luciit  owned  no  pronerlv  in  Corpus  Chri.'^li.  and  that  he  should  not  be 
allowcti  to  laud,     lie  replied  that  il  was  liis  prerogative  to  laud  when 
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ami  where  he  pleHseH,  under  what  he  called  the  imtional  onsif^n.  I 
tnhi  liiin  the  Confederule  (ioverniuent  i*erojjiu/r<l  no  such  rijjhl,  and 
I  w«s  here  to  prevent,  liiin  from  plach^j^  his  fnol  upon  our  soi!.  lie 
tlien  desired  to  acfompany  mo  nstioro  or  go  ulono  under  a  whit« 
fla>;.  Kverv  proposition  to  laiui.  under  whatovrr  prelext.  was  ner- 
emptorily  rejpeted.  He  then  dernHnded  that  the  women  and  ehilnren 
sliotdd  lie  removed  heyori<l  the  limits  of  the  l/iwn  in  twenty-lour 
Jiours,  as  lie  intended  to  land  with  a  fun-e  and  exenrte  hia  ordei"s.  I 
demandeil  forty-<?ight  hours,  which  was  HnHlly  ajjrccd  u(>on.  He 
rpqurstpd  that  the  matter  again  be  taken  into  consideration.  The 
second  interview  result-cd  as  did  the  (irst.  One  of  the  conditions  of 
the  armistice  was  that  the  forty-eight  hours  ho  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  removal  of  the  families  from  the  town,  which  I  strictly  complied 
with. 

On  the  evening  of  the  loth  the  Federal  fleet  t^ok  position  opposite 
the  northern  suhurhs  of  the  city  in  line  of  liattle,  within  range  from 
the  shore.  Inimediately  after  dark  I  planted  a  l)Bttcry  of  two  guns 
(a  12-j>ounder  and  18-pounder)  behind  a  strong  fortification  near  the 
water  R  edge,  and  suppurt-ed  it  by  a  detachment  from  Captain  Ire- 
land's company  and  my  battahon.  they  furnishing  also  an  extra 
detachment  to  move  the  e:ims. 

At  daylight  on  the  Kilh  we  opened  on  the  enemy.  Six  sln>ts  were 
fired  at  the  lleei  before  ihev  rejilied.  The  enemy  slielled  the  buttery 
and  the  town  furionsly,  doing,  however,  but  little  damage.  At  9 
o'clock  we  drove  liim  Troni  his  position.  Beyond  the  reach  of  our 
guns  he  repaired  damnges  and  mnnded  sails  rent  by  oin*  shot.  At  3 
o'ehiok  he  again  returned,  and  when  within  reaoli  of  our  hatterv  it 
openeil  on  him,  striking  l)otli  yacht  and  steamer,  and  compelled  tfiem 
(n  withdraw  beyond  tlie  reach  of  our  gmis.  They  CDnlenUxl  tliem- 
selvps  wit.li  stieirmg  t-he  battery  during  tlie  remainder  of  the  day. 

*  *     *     Tiie  enemy  fired  200  times. 

♦  *     *     To-night  ail  is  quiet.     We  do  not  need  more  tioops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  restwctfullj',  your  olH-tlient  servant, 

A.M.  HoBBV. 
Major,  Commandimj. 
Major  E.  F.  Gray, 

Acting  Asaistani  Adjufant-Oenrral,  San  AtiioniOf  Tex. 


Separt  of  Major  Hobby,  C.  B.  Army. 

HEAWirAnTERS, 
CORPITS    ClIRISTI,  TkX.,  Au(JU>i<  is,  ISfiJ. 

Sib:  On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  the  enemy  again  opened  on  our 
battery,  bringing  his  wliole  force  to  bear  on  it.  Failing  to  silence 
our  giins.  a  portion  of  his  licet  withdrew  and  lauded  a  IJ-pounder 
rifled  gun,  supported  by  30  or  40  well-armed  men.  who  appn)achod 
our  battery  by  the  beach,  dose  under  cover  of  their  gunlmats,  firing 
L'onlinuously,  They  attempted  to  enfilade  our  baUery,  their  balls 
passiiig  iust  above  our  intrciiclunenls.  I  iminediuti^ly  ordered  !i5 
men  tocliarge  the  gun,  whi^-h  ihey  did  in  giillnril  style.  When  from 
under  cover  of  the  breastworks  ihey  entK'-rod  an  open  plain  and 
rapidly  neared  the  gun,  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy 
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(ire  ii|Miu  Uhmm.  ITniiuiinti'd  ihey  [iressetl  onwanl.  and  when  within 
mngo  of  small  arms  I  onlcivd  llu'iu  to  i'lro,  wluch  they  tli«l.  still  aiivaiic- 
ing,  tlio  piiomy  in  the  mpanlinio  rctreatinj^  in  douhlo-<|iuck,  caiT\ing 
with  them  their  jriin.  Tliey  I'^fl  in  the  retreat  iheU'  ammunition  box, 
haU-het.  ral-tiiil  files  tintviiileil.  I  pre.^nnie.  lo  spike  our  t;uus),  a  hat, 
and  rifle  cartridges  were  wallered  alon^  the  road.  We  ehiused  tlioni 
U)  their  ^iinlMiatrt.  to  whieh  t!iey  retreated  without  delay.  Wiienever 
a  Imil  from  the  battery  uould  sirilce  tlie  hoala  uf  the  enemy  ti»ey  wonhl 
rise  and  elieer,  ret;iirdless  of  the  fire  to  wiufh  tiiey  were  exj)osod.  The 
enemy  witlidrew.  and  taking;  position  in  front  uf  the  e>ty  avenged 
theniseIvo.s  upon  a  few  uiiolfendiny  houses.  A  few  shols  from  our 
l^ma  drove  them  olf,  and  mi  the  following  nuirninjr  tliey  .st^uid  away  for 
Aransas  Pjlss. 

Our  loss  iji  the  ongap;ement  was  1  killed — Private  Henry  Moto,  in 
Captain  K.  E../oneseompauy.  He  was  shot  through  the  head  anumg 
the  foremost  in  the  change,  ('uptuin  Wure's  fine  cavalry  company 
was  ()re.sent  anil  eaj;er  f(»r  the  fray. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  he,  very  r<\speel  fully,  your  oUedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Hobby, 
Major,  Commanding, 

Major  E.  F,  Gkay. 

Actin4f  Aifitistant  Adjutanl-Oeneral,  Corpus  Ghrisii,  Tex. 


Report  Df  Ctptain  HurcUnf,  rogftrding  tiie  capcare  or  the  Breaker. 

Corpus  Cimi.-tTi,  Tex.,  Augn»tS7,  iS63. 

On  the  cveninj;  of  August  11,1  was  directed  by  Major  A.  M.  Hobby 
to  take  on  board  of  the  /irenktr  C'aptain  .Jones  and  a  party  of  men 
from  his  battalion.  On  Captain  Joueri  (aeeompanied  by  Lfeutenant 
ViuevarU  and  party)  coming  on  board,  he  informed  me  that  he  was 
sent  m  eharp'  of  the  lioat  for  the  pur|Hise  of  walclung  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  then  euRaged  in  removing  ohstnictions  in  the  rhannel. 
Got  underway  and  proceeded  to  McGloiu's  Bluirs,  where  we  anrhored 
for  the  niglit. 

Next  morning  got  underway  and  stood  dou*n  in  the  direction  of  the 
enrmy.  Disc*»vercd  tliemat  work  on  ihi*  i»l)slructiou.s.  Stood  down 
about  ihree-quarters  of  a  mile  iif  them.  ti>ok  a  look,  canu'  aruunil,  and 
stood  buck  alKJUt  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  came  U^  anchor,  .lust  as 
we  cauu^  to  discovered  that  they  hud  removed  the  last  of  the  ohstnic- 
tions. Their  Uii"gc  s(diooner  made  all  sail  and  stoifd  up  the  channel. 
I  immediately  t;ot  nndenvay  and  made  all  sail  for  Corpus  Christi. 
Soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  overhauling  us  and  thought  it 
best  to  make  for  the  nearest  shore  (Indian  Poiiil).  being  about  li  miles 
'distant.  Just  after  passing  McGloins  BhilTs  they  commenced  hring 
upon  us  and  continued  to  do  ro  until  the  l>oat  was  beached  and  this 
party  landed  frttni  her.  I  gave  oiders  to  have  the  boat  fired  cioinc 
time  bef4>re  she  was  bcaclu'd,  knowing  that  at  the  rate  she  was  sailing 
ni»  iniurj-  could  result  to  tlie  party  on  boaitl,  but  there  was  a  clamor 
raised  against  nie  by  the  olHcers  on  hoard,  who  told  mo  iliat  Major 
IIohl>v  gave  them  the  command  of  the  Iwat.  and  that  they  would 
not  allow  her  to  be  fired  until  she  was  beaclied.  A  few  minutes 
bcfnrc  she  struck  she  whs  rn^i  fin  lire,  and  all  of  thr  jiarly  h'lt  as  fast 
as  they  uould,  leaving  mo  alone  on  hoard.     1  did  everything  that  I 
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roiild  tliink  of  to  aid  in  her  destruction,  hut  tho  enpniy  were  too  close 
afh'r  me  and  I  ha<I  to  leave,  as  I  would  have  heen  killed  or  eunturod 
by  stayin|;  longer.  Tho  enemy  sent  a  boat  alongside,  put  out  tne  fire, 
and  l«w**d  her  off. 

Kespectfully,  John  Harding, 

Captain. 


B«port  of  Captaio  8sod«,  regarding  the  deatniction  of  tiw  B&iinKh. 


Corpus  CrraiBTi 
A  few  days  before  the  arriv 


Tex.,  Avgvjft  n,  I^GJi 


f  tlie  enemy  at  this  p1ac«  I  Kolieiiod 
Major  A.  Af.  Hobby  to  allow  me  to  j^et  mv  boat  to  a  place  of  safety 
hi  Nueces  Bay,  there  h<'iug  at  the  time  pleiitv  of  water  on  the  reef 
for  her  to  get  over.  He  said  that  he  wanted  the  I/ninuih  and  the 
Breakti-  to  remain  at  this  place  as  wpy  lioal.s,  but  as-suriHl  me  that 
none  of  the  larger  boats  uhouhl  iii  tempt  to  crosd  tho  reef  before  miuo. 
Ac<:ordmgIy  1  rt-mained  ul  tin-  wharf. 

Ou  the  afternoon  of  August  12,  when  the  enemy  wen*  ui  fidl  sight, 
distant  about  7  mik^s  of  the  town,  1  was  oi-dered  to  get  over  tlie 
Nueces  Kttef  with  all  speed.  Got  underway  and  stood  for  the  reef. 
The  /iVma,  or  Major  M inter,  had  been  run  into  the  channel  the  pre- 
vious day,  where  she  grounded,  leaving  only  a  narrow  place  for  ves- 
sels to  pass.  On  arriving  of!  the  reef  discovered  that  slie  had  Iwen 
Ili'cd  and  seemed  to  be  on  fire  fore  and  ait.  Hearing  that  she  had 
powder  on  liuard,  did  not  like  to  attempt  to  pass  lier.  An  rxplosion 
would  have  killed  us  all.  Came  arounu  and  sLowl  back  for  tfic  town. 
intending  to  run  on  the  Hats,  where  the  boat  could  have  been  haideu 
out  and  neen  safe  froyi  capture,  but  was  orilered  back,  and  liic  l>oat 
WHS  run  i)n  shore  above  the  town  on  a  hold  bank.  Major  Hobby  said 
that  lie  would  send  men  to  haul  her  out.  a  thing  that  was  itnpossihlo 
without  ways,  as  the  bank  at  that  place  wjus  at  least  I  feet  in  lieighl. 
A  party  »f  l.'j  unarmed  men  came  down  un<l  were  at  work  on  lier 
when  Ine  enemy  came  abreast  of  the  boat  nnd  lirc<i  a  shot  at  the 
|)arly.  TIn*y  all  imnndiaifiv  left.  The  enemy  then  came  to  anchor, 
distant  afxiut  KM)  yards,  ami  conuneuced  manning  a  ImiaI.  Fearing 
that  thej'  would  cut  her  out  1  immediately  iired  her  ami  she  wan 
consumed. 

KespectfuUy,  Jack  Sands, 


Letter  from  the  pro\yi^ionn7  ynayor  of  Baton  Rou4fe  to  Gmeral  Hugglea, 
C.  S.  Artmi,  rrgarding  the  result  of  an  intennew  with  Federal  ogie^ra 
relative  to  hnnltu'dment  of  thai  city. 

Baton  Hovcik,  Autfusi  eS,  186^, 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  tho  22d  instant^  the  day  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Uniied  States  troops,  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Baton 
Koijge  ctmvcned  in  public  nu*eting  at  the  n-sidence  of  William  S. 
Pike,  fsq.,  and  organized  by  calling  Mr.  J.  A.  De  Uuss}'  to  the  chair 
and  appointing  Mr.  Joseph  Larguier  as  secretary. 

On  motion,  duly  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted,  a  committee 
of  three  citizens  was  appointcil  by  the  chairman  to  wait  upon  Ihe 
commander  of  the  United  Stales  gunboat  lying  in  front  of  Baton 
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Rouse,  with  instrurlions  to  enquire  his  int^ntious  in  relation  to  the 
shelling  or  otherwise  destroying  or  damaging  the  city  or  molesting  Us 
citizens. 

The  committee  *  *  *  ininiethiitely  proceeded  on  their  mis- 
sion, ttnd  returning  reported  I  hat  Taptain  Ciilduell,  commanding 
U.  S.  gunboat  .Vo.  7,  after  respectfully  listening  ti>  the  8\d>je<*t-iimtter 
with  which  tliev  wei*e  chained,  answered  that  the  citizens  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  ihefr  fanuhes  i*ould  rest  stsrure  withui  theij-  homes;  that 
not  a  shot  should  he  lired  on  tHe  town,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  to  invit4> 
the  fniuilii's  who  had  left  to  return  tn  their  lionu»s  and  resume  their 
usual  avocations.  Further,  that  no  Itoat  should  be  sent  from  tlieir 
ve.vsel  ur  vessels  without  the  autliority  of  the  city  authorities  first 
heing  had  for  that  purpo.se. 

These  assurances  wciv  given  with  a  condition  that  the  Tonfederat* 
army,  then  understood  to  he  in  the  nei^hhorhood,  should  noL  enter 
and  hold  military  pt»sses.sion  of  the  city  ni  the  vie\v  of  fortifying  the 
same,  or  any  demonstrations  of  a  hostile  nature  against  his  force^j. 

At  the  same  meethig  committees  were  appninted  to  call  upon  tlie 
conmianders  of  liw  twu  detachments  of  your  army  marching  on  tliis 
city  and  explain  the  result  of  the  visit  U*  Captain  Caldwell,  and  aak- 
mg,  if  w  itliin  the  line  of  iheii-  duty,  to  lialt  their  respective  commands 
be3'ond  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  De  RirssY, 
Prym^ionid  Mayor  Cltij  uj  lioJun  Howje, 

J.  LAUUriKK, 

SrrrtUiry, 
General  Ui'fun.Ks, 

C'viiiiiufntiiny  Confffltratr  Forces  in  Bnt^n  Rouge. 


PoFiT  TTunsoN,  Au^rusf  2f,  [/.9ffi?]. 
Rumored  that  the  enemy  intend  evacuating  Haton  Rouge.     The 
absence  of  gnnlxiais  from  this  |>oint  gi\  es  color  r,o  l\w  report.     I  shall 
soon  know*.     If  so,  1  shall  prepare  to  move  towai-d  New  ()rlean.s. 

Daxiei,  Rnuii-Ks, 

BriyadUr-Gcneral, 
Major-Qeneral  Van  T>r>R\, 

Jovkmn,  3f  iss. 


Beport  of  Major  l)t  Baun,  C  .S.  Army,  annmincing  Uie  evacuaiion  oj 

Baton  liouije. 

Caaip  Near  Baton  Rouge,  Avffust  SS,  tS6S. 
Sm:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  ihe  enemy  has  evacuated  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  gunhuals  AWj-  and  A'«.  7  are  lying  in  front  of  the 
town.     They  declare  tiuit  if  we  enter  the  town  lliey  will  shell  it.     1 
have  sent  in  mes-seiigcr  for  the  women  and  children  to  come  out. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  De  Baun. 
Major,  Commanding  i^artUan  Bangers. 

Brigadier-General  Ruocles. 


^ 
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Port  Hudson,  La.,  August  S3,  1862, 
The  ^inhoftt  Ehh^x  just  piussfd  up.  It  is  reprcwuletl  tlmt  she 
intfiiiis  (Missitij;  Vicksbnrg  Ui  join  tlio  tipper  (lot't.  M^^  Inmps  are 
<irc;iij>ving  the  vM-inity  tif  llu*  jjftms<in  to-<luy.  Il  is  niiiionHi  Ca[>- 
tutn  Seiniues  lias  livo  irom-luil  gimboats  at  mouth  of  Mississippi 
Kiver. 

Daniel  Ruogles, 
Brigiidirr-Oenfral,  C.  S.  Army. 
Major-General  Van*  Dohn, 

Jack'Hon  or  VicJcshurg. 


Report  o/  Hngad'ter'Gtntml  RiujgUii^  0.  S.  ArmiK  joruHirding  the  news 
of  the.  evucuation  of  Salon  fiouge  by  the  Federal  forces. 

PoHT  Ih  iwiN,  August  JS,  iS6:i. 
Our  swnil.s  ditivc  in  tho  t'neiny'**  piikets  ui  Bulun  Kouj;;?  on  the 
20th  and  oapturoil  some  2U  bcoven  and  40  horses.     The  gunlK)aU* 
shelltHi  fiiiiuuHly. 

The  Luwn  wiLs  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  21st.     The  Essex 
and  No.  7  remain  before  il .     I  expect  t*»  be  in  possession  tliis  morning. 

Danibi.  Kr<»<ji.Ks, 

Brigadier-Gerieral. 
Major-Genera]  Van  Dorn, 

Jackson,  Miss. 


hf tier  from  FT.  C  Whitfman  ttt  fingad'ur-Ornend  Rugghs,  C  S.  Armij, 
ngarding  Uie  sfielllng  of  liaijou  Sara  by  tlie.  U.  6*.  S.  Essex. 

Bayou  Sara,  Augjisf  .?4,  1862— tO  a.  m. 
Sik:  The  gunboat  Egttex  and  a  transport  arrived  here  In-st  nij;ht; 
i'lved  Iwu  ^^hell;^  irilo  the  town,  but  did  no  <iauia^e.     Still  here;  no 
troops.     Guiibual  Essex  now  rapidly  shelling  this  plat'e     lu  a.  nt. 

H.  C.  WaiTRMAN. 

General  Huotii.KH, 

Port  Hudson,  La. 


Order  of  Hrignd^fr-Qeneml  IL'T^erit  0,  S.  Artny^  to  Commander  Hunte^r^ 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  report  upon  i)m  jUness  of  tm  steamer  Bayou  City. 

IlEADgUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TeX.VS. 

San  Antonio,  [Tex.],  August  JS,  1862. 
Sni:  I  am  dirertcil  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you  to 
make  an  examination  of  tlic  State  lM>at  Bayou  OUy  and  report-  mion 
her  fitness  for  a  gunboat,  to  art  in  the  waters  of  Galvfston  Bay. 
Also  whether,  in  ydiir  opinion,  the  serviee  she  might  render  would 
justify  her  puixjhase  anu  anniay  by  the  Confederate  Govcruinent. 
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Thii  Slate  of  Texas  offers  this  boat  at  cost  price. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfulJv,  your  obt-^iient  servant, 

CM.  Mason. 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Cornmaiuler  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Cart  Colonel  X.  B.  Debray,  Commanding  Houston. 


Letter  from  CammantUr  Hunter,  C.  S.  A^aiv/.  to  the.  Governor  of  l^e^cas 
regarding  tfie  steamer  Bayou,  City. 

C.  S.  SCHOONKR  DODOE, 

Oif  San  Jacinto,  Septemher  1,  1862, 
I  hav(^  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
2Stli  ultimo  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Bayou  City,  and  apprising 
nie  that  1  may  expect  a  letter  from  General  P.  (>.  H^'hert  on  tliat 
subject,  re(|uesting  my  prompt  attention  to  tin*  same. 

I  wouUl  respo<tfuIlv  statue  that  I  will  promptly,  on  the  rereijit  of 
the  commununtiou  alhided  to,  inform  Captuin   M.  S.  Lubbock  (as, 
you  request)  of  any  action  on  my  part  in  the  premises. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 
His  Excellency  Governor  F.  R.  Lubbock. 


Ldtcr  from  Geotge  G.  Pattison  to  Chairman  Senate  Xatnl  CtrmmiUee^ 
proponing  methiHl  (tf  attacking  enemy'a  vtHsrls. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  StptemherG,  IS6J. 

Str:  In  October  last  1  mvented  a  lireshin,  and  as  in  duty  boundg] 
communicated  the  plan  of  it  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  received  in  reply  that '"  iL  was  (iied  for  rdusideratinn."  Some 
months  afterwards,  in  Mamh,  I  nent  the  lumorable  Secretary  uf  tlie 
Nav>'  anollier  full  descripticm  of  my  fireship  and  at  same  time  oifered 
the  Tree  u.se  of  it  to  the  (Jovernment. 

1  do  not  know  that  the  Navj'  Department  has  given  the  matter 
any  consiilenition. 

Afl  mj'  fircahip  Ls  tlie  only  thing  that  can  certainly  defeat  the 
monitor  batteries,  or  any  other  war  vessels  of  the  enemy,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  plan  of  it  known  to  those  in  authority  that 
they  may  use  it.  if  it  be  their  pK'asure  to  do  so. 

1  can  not,  without  making  this  comnmnication  too  long,  give  a 
full  description  of  my  fireship  and  all  tlie  contrivances  for  its  perfect 
safety  am!  for  its  .sure  dcstnietion  of  every  class  of  vessels. 

The  ship  is  ct>nstnicted  much  hke  the  monitor  hfttteries;  the  towi 
however,  is  stationary  and  conical;  its  appearance  would  bo  somo-l 
thing  like  tlujs  rough  sketch: 
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Fire  is  communieateil  to  lui  pnpmy's  vessel  l>y  throwinjj  spiritj^ 
liiri>ontine  from  the  pipes  in  the  tower  by  moans  of  force  pumps 
or  iMMumon  fire  engines.  The  pipes  work  in  countersunk  spares 
and  the  nozzles  are  Deh>w  tlie  reaeli  of  glancing  shot.  When  within 
200  feet,  or  less  of  a  vessel,  the  two  or  three  [iipes  which  hear  on  it 
throw  100  or  200  gallons  of  turpentine  each  per  minute,  which  would 
soon  drtMich  u  ship  arid  all  her  crew  who  are  exposed  to  it. 

Fuzes  lire<l  from  muskets,  fire  balls,  or  any  other  means  may 
he  used  Ut  ifjnit-e  it;  if  the  enemy  fire  a  gun  they  will  probably  ignite 
it  themselves. 

ir  a  monitor  battery  is  attacked,  its  capture  or  destruction  Is  sure. 
Approach  within  50  feet  of  her,  drench  tlie  men  and  guns  in  the  tower 
witri  the  turpentine,  direct  streams  of  it  down  her  low,  wide  smoke 
funiu'l;  a  few  gallons  thus  sent  into  her  furnace  will  burst  into  ilame 
and  dense  smoke;  a  part  of  the  smoke  will  till  the  }iold  of  the  vessel 
and  suffocate  all  who  remain  there;  at  the  same  time  the  wh<)le  dn-k 
and  tower  may  be  covered  with  a  sheet  of  fiame.  No  soul  could  remain 
on  board  of  lier  after  five  minutes  of  skillful  use  of  the  ejection  pipes. 
Tlic  same  nu-ans  may  be  used  to  sot  fire  to  any  class  of  vessel. 

With  these  ships  in  successful  operation  we  can  defy  and  puniJih 
not  only  our  present  enemy,  but  at  all  times  the  naval  powers  of 
the  world. 

Tt  will  afforfl  me  pleasure  to  pive  a  fnl!  detail  of  my  fire  ship. 
However,  construct'.irs  tuu\  en|*ineers  can  arrange  vessel  ajul  niafhiii- 
ery  bettx-r  (ban  I  run. 

I  I  rust  lliut  this  will  be  laid  before  your  Naval  Committee  for 
consideration. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  G.  Pattison. 

I  bee  to  refer  to  the  Uon.  A.  E.  Maxwell. 

G.  G.  P. 

Honorable  Chaibman  Naval  Committee  of  Senate,  C.  S. 


Report  oj  Brifjadier-Oenerol  RugqUft,  C.  S.  Army,  •proposing  an  advance 

upon  New  Orleans. 

Heauquarters  District  op  the  Mississippi, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  September  11 ,  ISffS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  consideration  an  out- 
line plan*  fi>r  an  advance  on  Now  Orleans. 

Tfie  question  is  uppai-ently  one  of  some  ui^encv,  anticipfttinp  the 
period  when  the  enemy  will  be  enabled  to  reinfi>rce  the  city  and 
a<ld  to  il.s  defenses.  The  present  force  is  i^reatly  denuuulizrd 
and  enfeebled  by  sickness,  and  is  known  to  be  in  a  statfl  of  contirnied 
alarm,  circumstances  greatly  in  our  favor.  It  is  also  to  be  olwerved 
that  our  loyal  men  witliin  the  enemy's  juris<liction  are  subjected  to 
indiKuities  and  are  p-adually  rendered  powerless  to  our  cause. 

The  r,(uubined  operations  of  a  force  of  20,000  men  within   frtnn 
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four  to  six  weeks  would  probably  prove  ndoquaic  to  the  ^^at  object 
IQ  view. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obodieiit.  fl**r\'ant, 

Daniel  Rroo^r-s, 
BrigaJier-Orntnil,  C.  S.  Army. 
S.  CoopF.n, 

AdjnUint  nnii  Ijuspector-Gfiif^rnl,  RirhmoJul,  Va. 


Report  of  Commnv^lrr  TlunUr,  ('.  S.  Navy,  retjardintf  thr  /itnes/t  of  the 

Htfuiner  Jiayou  (  ity. 

C.  S.  ScnooNFR  DonoE, 
Off  San  Jacinto,  Tex.,  Sepirmlur  t4.  IS6:^. 

Sir:  On  tlm  12th  of  lliis  tnontli  I  received  3'our  letter  of  the  2Sth 
of  Aiinnst,  IM»2.  daUnl  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  ilirerliiijf  nie,  by  order 
of  the  j;enerol  coninmndin^.  to  make  an  cxaininittion  of  the  8tat« 
Iwat  linyou  ('.'i/i/  "arul  repr>rr  upon  lier  fitness  fur  a  gunboat  to  act 
in  the  watei*s  of  tJalveston  Bay:  also  whether,  in  your  opinion,  tho 
3ervie<»s  she  miglit  render  would  justify  her  piirehase  and  arniing 
by  the  Oonfcdemti'  (lovernmont."  In  iihi'iiieciri'  thereto,  I  ro^poct- 
fully  state  that  I  have  carefully  examined  tiic  State  boat.  finyoH 
City,  totichiuf^  tfie  re<|uirenientM  of  service  above  stated.  1  do  not 
conMider  her  suited  lor  a  gunlxiat.  If  a  lookout  or  transport  steamer 
in  tlie  waters  of  Galveston  Bay  is  deemed  i^'quisito,  the  Bayou  Ciiy, 
when  fitted  to  berth  and  shelter  a  eomimny  of  20  sharpshootorH, 
may  !>e  uimie  useful  against  maraudii\^  parlie.s  and  U>  convey  early 
inlelli«:ence  Ia  bendriuarters  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  antl 
for  the  nurposes  of  transportation. 

The  fiayftu  ('ifij  timv  not  be  expected  to  be  adequate  to  resist  the 
naval  force  which  will  be  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  enemy  in  the  event 
of  his  atleuipt  of  a  naval  orcupatuin  of  the  waters  of  <iaIvej4t-on 
Bay.  It  is  therefore  reasonable,  in  my  oi>iriion,  to  consider  her 
servici^s  limited  to  those  above  stated,  and  her  value  to  the  Coufed- 
ei^te  States  adjudged  thereby, 
I  am,  very  reapectfuUy, 

W.  W.  HrNTF.R, 

CommnndtT,  C,  S.  Na^yy. 
Captajn  C  M.  MAf*oN. 

Aviiny  Ami^tmU  Adjiitant-Oeneral. 


LftifT  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nam/  to  tlte  Secretary  of  War,  reqtitfAing 
milHanj  predectiitH.  for  proposed  iroiwiads. 

CONKEWERATK   STATES   OF   AMKRIfA, 

Navy  Deparimeni,  Richmond,  Septejiiber  2^,  iSGS, 
Sir:  I  have   taken   measures   for  (constructing  immediately  two 

Inrge  ironclad   rams  on  the  Yaxoo   River,  and  desire  also  to  build 

itnc  on  ited  Kiver. 

It  is  ver>'  important  to  the  success  of  this  enteriui-se  thtil.  adcriiuit-e 

militai-y  protection  should  be  ullurded.     I  have  the  honor  to  request 
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thai  siich  protection  may  be  prnvidcd,  if  prarticalilo,  and  that  you 
will  inform  me  to  what.  cxttMit  it  mtiv  be  ii'Hi'd  upon. 
1  am,  rca|>ecLfiilly,  yuiu-  ubc<Iii'nl  sorvant, 

S.  R.  Malwjry, 

Secretary  of  thr.  Navy. 
lion.  G.  W.  RANi>oLpn, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Cnmmnniirr  Uunter,  C.  S.  Navy,  rfgartVin^  gfn^ml  matters 
purttiiuiiitf  to.hi^  command  in  iJtjHirt/ntnt  vj  TtJ-tt^. 

C.  S.  Schooner  Dooor, 

Off  Snn  Jarinto,  Septnnhrr  2S,  iS62. 

I  rospcct fully  aokuowlrdgo  the  r«H'tMj)t  of  yoiir  letter  of  the  '2.'>tU 
ultimo  on  yestenhiv.  You  were  plettsod  to  direct  me  to  report  for 
duly  til  tlu>  honoralilo  War  nepiirtinent,  and  I  was  hy  that  Uepart- 
nu'Ut  at^i^Lied  duty  un(I(^^  tlit*  t;i>nerul  coiiimandin<;  the  dititrict  of 
Toxas.  I  havr,  tlHTcfon*.  since  tny  urrival  in  Texas,  nuide  all  my 
reports  Itj  tlie  (MUiiinuntJin^  general  of  the  district  of  Texu.s. 

In  nhedience  to  your  oitlor  I  wUl  hereafter  make  to  you  monthly 
reports. 

You  were  pleased  to  state  that  j'ou  had  directed  me  in  a  letter  dated 
on  tl»e  17th  of  July  last  Xo  inform  the  Department  of  the  cx>n(lition 
of  my  command,  and  of  other  matters  of  mteresl  conneeted  with  it. 

1  have  not  received  tliat  letter.  The  blockade  and  continued  tlireat- 
rncd  attacks  on  Galveston  Island  and  the  sliorcs  uf  the  adjacent 
Wtt1ei*s  rendered,  in  rhe  opinion  ol  the  commandinjr  general,  tlie  sei-v 
ires  of  some  river  sleamers,  and  an  armed  Hrliixmer  and  lookmit  hoat 
esHenlial.  Galveston  hein^  an  island,  could  only  hold  conununica- 
tion  with  the  mainlantl  and  adjaccnr  militart'  ports  hy  water, 

\fy  duty  con.'iisted  cliielly  in  causin";  to  be  armed  and  niiinned  the 
schooner  alluded  to.  viz,  the  Royal  Yacht,  arming  and  conducting 
the  movements  of  the  river  steamers,  guarding  Ifie  channels,  trans- 
porting trotjps,  guns,  and  nuii\ition.s,  orocuring  material,  etc.,  for 
earthworks,  hatterie.s,  exploring  the  cliannels,  HehH-ting  positions, 
et*'.,  for  iiatteries  and  places  of  defense  of  the  rivers  leading  to  tho 
interior  from  the  waters  of  Galveston  Bay.  Some  months  since  tlie 
principal  inilitary  force  and  hatlcries  on  Galvesltm  Ishmd,  and  tin 
an  adjacent  island,  were  withdrawn,  the  steamers  were  diseharged, 
and  the  Rmjnl  Yacftl  (as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  at  the 
time)  disabled  and  her  anus  capttired  by  the  enemy  after  a  [gallant 
reslstancp,  in  wluch  tlu*  enemy  lost  7  killed  and  8  wounded,  with  hut 

2  of  the  crew  i>f  Yoclit  slightly  wounded. 

You  were  plensed  to  direct  me  to  maintain  a  crew  for  the  late  reve- 
nue schooner  ihxiyf,  which  vcfrscl  was  delivered  to  the  Govennnent 
4>f  the  Confederat4*  States  hv  her  then  and  present  commander,  W.  F. 
Rogers.  Her  ci-ew  aiui  officers,  all  told.  i)f  the  vessel  were  23  per- 
sona; her  complement  sliould  )>e  2f>.  all  t4)ld. 

Tlie  necessities  of  the  .'*ervice  with  which  T  was  cluirg**d,  herein 
alluded  ti>,  hy  the  commanding  general  required  the  services  of  a 
master  and  two  master's  niat«^.  B.^  your  authority  I  appointed 
these.    One  (a  master's  mate)  has  resided,  and  his  resignation  has 
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liPCD  fonvanlod  to  yoii.  The  other  mnster's  mAl^>,  Thomna  Chubb, 
who  CitttitriHiulfMl  the  lioyttl  Yacht,  and  was  raptuifd  in  hi*r,  haw  bet-n 
pxolmngcd  hihI  lias  ri'liinifd.  His  services  are  now  m*  longer  n«^os- 
sary  to  my  comnuind .  aiui  Iw  may  (should  it  meet  your  approhuliou) 
be,  by  your  authority,  diwharged. 

The  schoouer  Dodije  is  in  the  nio3t  eligible  position  to  render  her  I 
BUiall  available  force  of  small  anns,  men,  ana  hoats  most  useful  at 
the  junction  of  the  Sun  Jaeinlo  Kiver  and  BulTuli)  Bavou.  im  llio 
higliway  by  water  to  the  eity  of  HousUm.  T  alsti  n>tiun  a  tuokout 
and  dispatch  boat  at  the  cost  of  $30  [ht  numtli,  with  niasler  and  pilot 
ini-liided. 

I  have  received  from  Paymaster  J.  W.  Nixon,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  Jack-  ■ 
son,  Miss.,  the  sum  for  the  nminl-enance  of  my  eonnuand.  to  wbicli 
you  have  alluded.     Knowinj;  now  his  jmsitiun,  I  will  make  my  future 
requisitions  on  him.  as  direetiHl  l>v  you.     Eneloseil  is  a  statement*  , 
of  the  capture  of  a  Captain  Kittredpe,  one  of  tlie  enemy's  blockaders,] 
who  has  been  troublesome  on  the  neighboring  coast. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  HUXTEB, 

Commander^  C.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  S.  R.  MAUJjBy, 

Secretary  of  (tie  Navy. 


Report  of  Hrigadier-deneral  fl'liprt,  C.  S.  Army,  regtirtling  the  arrivalX 
of  Federal  AquaHran  off  Galw^ton. 

HEAWJUAnTKR.H    FlUST    DlSTllKT   OV  TeXAS, 

4S'r7n  Aninnitt,  7Vr.,  Oiinhrr  l-'t,  iS&t 

Coloxel:  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that  1  yesterday  rcreived' 
dispatches  From  the  oflicer  in  command  at  Ilnuston.  announcing  thrt 
a  naval  squadron,  which  bad  suddeidy  appeared  off  Galveston,  hari 
forc^  its  way  into  the  inner  bav  and  held  command  of  that  eit\ 
under  its  gims.  The  island  was  always  untonalili'  with  the  ver3'  few 
guns  we  had  against  any  respectable  naval  foire,  and  most  of  lliese 
guns  have  been  placed  in  battery  on  the  mainland  at  Virginia  I'oint, 
a  position  commanding  the  railroad  and  railroad  l)ridge.  The  gar- 
rison retired  in  good  order  to  the  mainland,  witli  arms,  ammunitiun, 
stores,  etc.,  leaving  nothing  behind  that  can  be  of  any  service  to  the 
enemy.     It  does  not  appear  that  they  bave  as  yet  any'  land  forcea. 

The  officer  In  conunand  of  the  scpiadron,  Captain  Kenshaw,  stjitod 
that  he  would  hoist  the  I'nit^'d  States  flag  over  the  city  of  (ialveston 
or  over  ils  ashes. 

Thn'c  deserters  from  the  sfiua<lron.  under  examination  by  our 
ofricere.  stated  tliat  the  commander  of  the  squadron  had  sent  a 
steamer  to  Pensacola  f»»r  five  more  gimlioats,  and  that  it  was  hia 
mtention  to  sctjur  and  ravage  the  whole  coast  of  Texas.  We  have 
nothing  on  the  coast  to  resist  tbem.  The  few  batteries  I  have  at 
different  points  west  of  Galveston  are  mounted  with  IS  and  24 
poundera.  The  I'nited  States  shijw  are  all  armed  with  the  latest 
unpi-ovements  in  guns,  all  of  long  range.     Nothing  w'UI  bo  left  undone 
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by  me  to  prevent  tlio  enemy  from  penetratine  into  tlie  interior, 
nlthongli  \  nave  no  fcirre  to  ri'sist  u  fonnfilaMe  invnsion. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  ohwlifnt  servant, 

P.  O.  HUBERT, 

Briga4ier-Oeneral,  Provi»ional  Army. 
Colonel  Jambs  Dkshler, 

AssL  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trans.-Miss.  Depi.,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Order  of  Bnyadier-General  fh-hert,  C.  S.  .4r/m/. 

Sprciai-  Obdkrs,  I  UiK)K.s.  First  Division  of  Texas, 

No.  U.  I  San  AiUvnio,  (ktobvr  tS,  18S2. 

m  *****  * 

The  commander  of  the  fiubdistrict  of  Houston  will  placie  tlie  reve- 
nue cutter Dotlge,  with  crew  and  arinainent,  on  suc^h  seniee  as  he  maj* 
deem  proper. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-tieneral  I*.  (>.  Ik'bert: 

S.  BoYFR  Davis. 
Assistant  Adjatant-dntnyil. 


(TplPKram-J 

Mobile,  October  18,  1862. 
Tlie  foUowin;^  dispateh  from  Pollard  to-day: 

Biitlrr  i-t  iT(M>mHj  by  woiit.H  in  iVii-yirrtla  nitli  nJMiiiI  -LOfX)  mpn.  wnilinjr  for  .^,000  mum, 
expc<'l4>d  in  a,  few  dnrs.  Will  niKnli  for  Mubile  anil  tin*  Opeol  NnrttiL-ru  KnilrunJ  as  wjfiii 
M-s  1,1m?  iiii'n  errivfl.  His  spitu  DUt  till  through  llii-*  counlrv  .^iirvpyinji  liowt  roul<>  to  tnarrti. 
Bay  full  nf  vrswU;  mcirc  oxpc4'tiMl;  tmly  utic  vcswl  iMitHidc  Tlie  VotlkcMns.SOO  in  ouiiiber. 
were  nt  Miltoti  tho  1.5th  nnd  ICth. 

J.  R.  F.  Tattnau.. 

Co/i>nrl,  Ciitmnanding. 

A  vessel  is  also  sotmding  off  Pascagoula  River.  Can  I  rely  on 
reinforcements  from  you? 

Jno.  II.  FoKiNKT, 

Brigadxfr-Qeneral,  Comuuindiiig. 
Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pkmberton. 


ITnlrsnim-I 

Holly  Spkinoh.  Mi8fl.,  Odohtr  JS,  1862, 
I  have  directed  a  for<*e  of  -1,00(1  lo  he  concentrated  nt  Meridian. 
Yon  must  arrange  tliat  Iraiisport^titni  he  forwarded,  sliould  an 

f'nierjrenrv  arlHe.  \\i\i\   notifiy  me  by  telegraph.     Yoiir  information 

must  be  positive  of  the  enemy'n  advance. 

.1.  C     PEMBKItTON, 

JAentenanMinifnii,  ('mnmandin^. 
Briga<Iier-Cenerfll  Forney, 

Commanding,  MolriU,  Afa. 
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Richmond,  October  19,  1862. 

(Received  20th.) 
Mobile  ia  in  danger.     Send  the  regiment  at  Columbus  back  to  Gen- 
eral Forney  without  delay  unless  that  place  is  seriously  threatened. 

S.  Cooper, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-OeTierai, 
Laeutenant-General  Pehbertok.  ^ 


Order  of  Hie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  lAeuienant  Avereit,  C.  S.  Navy,  for 
duty  on  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  October  '30,  1862. 
vSir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  C.  S.  Atlanta  and  you  will 
report  to  Admiral  F.  Buchanan  for  duty  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida^ 
at  Mobile,  to  which  plaoo  you  will  proceed. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Forrest, 
For  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieuf.onant  S.  W.  Averett,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Savannah,  Oa-. 

Reported  October  2S. 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

Admiral,  tie. 

Order  of  liriffadifr-Oenernl  Iltftert,  (■.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Dehray,  C,  S, 

Army,  regardiny  the  steamer  Bayou  City. 

IIkaikiuakters  First  District  of  Texas, 

San  Atitonio,  October  30,  1S6J. 

Sir:  T  am  directed  by  the  f;eneral  commanding  t^>  authorize  you  t.o 

employ  the  stcaniixtat  liayou  City,  and  to  instruct  j'ou  to  arm  her  and 

man  licr  with  t he  crew  of  the  <'ut  tcr  Ihidye,  if  the  cutt^T  is  not  available. 

The  liityou  City  will  br  plaicd  luider  an  ellicient  captain,  and  will 

serve  as  a  jjuard  lK)»t  under  your  orders. 

I  remain,  respcctfuiiy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samcki.  Hoyku  Davis, 
Astdstant  Adjutarti-ti'fneral, 
Cobmel  X.  B.  Drbray, 

Commnnding,  etc.,  Uouxfori. 


Letter  from-  Colonel  Ihbroy,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commonder  Uiintrr,  C.  S. 
xVavy,  rryording  the  rtrenue  cutter  Dmhje. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Subdivision  of  IhnsToN. 

Uoiuttori,  Octttlxr  ..','.  I  St;  J. 
Dear  Sin:  Please  find  beivwith  two  orders  from  general  headquar- 
ters, San  Ant-oni().  eoneerning  the  revenue  eutter  Ihidyt . 

I  wish  to  do  notliiiig  in  the  matter  iM'fore  having  seen  you.  jind  I 
earnestly  request  you  to  eonie  here  so  8(Mm  as  <-(mvenieiit,  to  givi-  nie 
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the  aseislanoc  of  your  exporionce  in  oi^nizing  a  coaat-guanl  servico 
and  throwing  tthstruction.s  in  the  rivers. 
Yours  vrrj-  n'spcrtfiiliy, 

X.  B.  Debuay. 
Ool^mel,  Commanding  Military  SulMliifitfwn  uj  fjouftton. 

Coinmiuidcr  W.  W.  Uuntek, 

San  Jacinto. 


Letter  jnrm  W.  H.  Beazhy  to  Commander  Bunter,  C.  S.  iVflvr/. 

TiiuRsiiAY  M(mNiNO,  Octoher  23,  J862. 

Sm:  If  I  rrr  in  ad<lrt'ssini;  yoii  this,  it  is  hecausp  you  liavn  frciiUMl 
mo  as  II  f ritMul  rulhcr  than  a  sailur.  Whothor  or  not  1  have  deserved 
it.  vouitrealonc  1o  judj^v 

I^ittlc  more  than  a  yoar  since  I  ontored  the  sorvic«,  actuated  by  no 
niorronary  inolivt*.  tlio  coiintrv's  weai  wa-s  lirst,  my  t>wii  advanrt*- 
nii'nt  second.  Tiie  very  fact  tfuit  my  pay  since  tl»e  iirst  two  nti>nlhs 
hart  never  equaled  the  necessary  cxpendilures  proves  what  I  say.  It 
is  neecjleas  to  say  t!iat  T  am  poor,  and  that  the  completion  of  my 
edm'Htion  depends  entirely  on  my  own  exertions.  Do  not  for  a 
moment  believe,  sir,  that  I  am  nskinjt;  for  more  nay.  He  who  woidd 
speculate  on  a  country  struggling;  for  existence  deserves  n<»t  freedom; 
but  I  do  beg  that  you  will  not  bestow  uporf  another  a  i>ost  of  Iionor,  if 
j'ou  ct>ns<'ientioiisly  <'.onsider  me  wort.ny  of  it.  There  is  n  remote 
clianre  iif  [ireservinj;  tins  vessel.  Iionor  will  he  the  only  reward  of 
him  who  saves,  or  bailies  the  eneniy  in  their  e(fort,s  to  rctiike  her.  « I 
will  only  say  that  if  inti*usted  witli  the  charf^e.  I  shall  en<lcavor  to  do 
my  duty. 

With  sincere  frratitude  for  the  many  kindnesses  received  at  your 
hands,  I  ttm,  -sir,  with  srntimenta  of  hiirhest  esteem, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Herbert  liEAZLKV. 

(V>mmnnder  Wm.  W.  IltrimsR. 


I^tUr  from  Colonel  Dfhraij,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  flunfer,  C.  S. 
iWavif,  regarding  umall  arms  and  ammunition  to  be  retained  at  San 
Jacinto. 

Ueadquabters  Mtt.ttart  SuBDisTniCT  OF  Houston*, 

IlomUm,  Orivhrr  24,  1S62. 
Sm:  In  compUance  with  th©  communication  of  the  20th  instant 
fromj^'neriilliead(iuarters,  San  Antonio,  a  copy  of  which  was  addressed 
iAy  you.  I  retjiiest  yon  to  keep  at  San  Jacinto  the  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  to  be  dispns{^>d  of  ao  soon  as  I  can  communicate  wit  h  the 
general  commanding,  the  crow  to  bo  also  subject  to  further  (trders. 
As  to  the  revenue  cutter  Dodge  and  her  s|)ars,  etc.,  you  will  use  your 
own  dUcretion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

X.  B.  Debray, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Military  Subdistrul  of  lUmston. 

Commander  W.  \V.  Hiintkr. 

San  Jacinto. 
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Letler  Jnyfu  Coloiw.1  Dfhray,  O.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  HunitVy  C.  S. 

n<»U8T(>N,  [Tkx.].  Ocfoher  36\  t^G$. 
Deah  Sir;  General Hi^bcrt had notarrivcilyeRtcrdftT.asIfixpocted. 
I  (mn  not  tlefor  An}'  longer  thf  ^^xeriition  nf  thp  orders  1  have  rocpivpfl 
from  tlic  jjenernl,  whose  arrival  hero  is  very  uncertain,  from  inforuis- 
tion  roccivwL 
Iregrct  excce«lingly  the  position  in  which  I  am  placed. 
In  a  great  liurry,  yours,  very  respectfxilly, 

X.  B.  Dkhray. 
Colonel,  Commaiidirt^. 
Commander  W.  W.  Hunter, 
San  Jacinto. 

Special  order  of  Colonel  Dehray,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  diapo»iiion 
of  veasda  and  ordnanee  stores. 


Spfxiai.  Orders,  ( 
No.  25:^.         1 


IIdqs.  Military  Subdist.  of  UorsTON, 

ntniston,  Octoher  ^6",  1S62. 

1.  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  general  commanding 
the  Military  District  of  Texa-s,  First  Ijieiitenant  Thoma-s  Chmi'.alcs. 
of  Wilson's  litilit  l)Ht!<'ry,  acting  ordnance  odicer,  will  ijroceed  with- 
out (iciny  to  Lynchburf;  to  receive  from  (Vjinnianiicr  \V.  W.  Ilnnter, 
('.  S.  Navy,  (fr  fmrn  Kiout<'nant  Kofjers,  comiimnflino;  cutter  UtHigr,  all 
the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  turned  tivor  to  citlicr  of  tiiese  olli- 
ce^  l>y  the  ordnance  olUcer  at  Galveston  or  Houston,  and  sliull  rec<Mpt 
to  them  for  the  same. 

2.  Captain  W.  S.  Go<>d,  ordnance  oflicer,  will,  upon  rereiving  from 
Lieutenant  Gonzales  the  ordnance  and  ordinance  stores  above  men- 
tioned, turn  over  the  same  to  Captain  K.  C.  Whart^m,  acting  quarter- 
master at  Houston. 

U.  Captain  K.  C.  Wharton  will,  upon  recnivinf;  said  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  turn  over  the  same  (o  Captain  Jl.  S.  LuhlHH^k,  com- 
manding the  steamer  Ifayon  CUij,  to  l:>e  used  for  coast  defense  on  boajxl 
liis  vostiol  and  on  hoard  the  schooner  Bnyal  Tatlit. 

4.  The  (^rew  of  the  cutter  Dotlgr  shall  be  phiced  in  clmrge  of  Captain 
H.  W.  Lubbock,  who  will  receive  fitun  Lieutenant  Rogeis  an  ac<touiit 
of  the  pay  and  allowances  due  them,  said  crew  to  be  paid  and  pro- 
vith^d  with  subsistence  by  Captain  K.  C,  Wharton,  acting  quart4?r- 
inaster,  as  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  until  further 
orders. 

By  order  of  Colonel  X.  B.  Debray,  commanding  Military  Sub- 
district  of  Houston : 

RonEIlT   M.    FlMNKMN, 

lAe.utf.nnnt  and  Acting  Astti^itant  Adjutant  ifeneitU. 
Commander  Hunter. 


Ijftier  from  11.  B.  ClrvfhmJ  tn  Major  Shra,  C.  S.  Anny,  dftaUivg  mih- 
fftance  of   intm^iao  with   Commander  Umshavy,    0 .   S.   Nat^tj,   at  i 
Indiavola,  Tex. 

Indianoi„v.  Tex.,  Octoher  26.  1S6S. 
Sir:  At  11:30  a.  ni.  fT.   D.]  Woodward,  Captain  Sheppard,  and 

myself  went  on  bi«ird  the  enemy's  vessel,  the  Westfittd.  lymg  at  the 

. ^  -     
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lower  wharf,  nnd  in  oonvprsation  with  Captain  Uenshuw  and  CHptain 
Law,  of  the  Clijfnn,  Captain  Rcnshaw  ^tatocl  in  tiubstani'<'  tlial  lit? 
had  ('OTni>  intn  tlic  Imv  [Mtitu^onhi]  U)  ln)iv  possfssion  nf  all  thr  Cowiis 
tm  the  li)iy:  llmj.  ln(liarK>ht  was  iilroady  in  his  possrssirni,  und  that 
ho  shoidd  Itiki*  thr  otluT  lownt.  as  stmn  ns  the  wind  and  wcathiT 
f;ii'<irt'<l;  t.liat  hi>  liad  thr«o  rilled  giins  and  six  IX-inch  guns,  with 
which  he  could  command  Iho  bay;  thai  he  did  not  come  to  interfcie 
with  tho  citizens  of  Indianola;  that  he  htid  no  fone  to  land  at  proetMil, 
]>iit  that  he  shouUI  liikc  luid  hold  the  towns  hy  water;  that  the  citi- 
zeiiH  could  come  to  Indiaimla  hv  land  or  wat^T  ami  j;<)  out  when  they 
pleased;  that  small  hnal.s  linnf^lntiJ  wovid  und  provi.sions  to  Indiannla 
wouh)  not.  he  interfered  with,  ana  he  hope*!  tne  citizens  would  unit<> 
with  him  in  preserving  the  order  and  peace  ol  the  town,  lie  might 
senil  a  U'W  men  on  shore  to  huy  provisions,  and  if  he  did  and  they 
were  int<*rfcred  with  ho  mij^ht  lire  on  tlie  town.  Me  hope*!  such  a 
collision  wt>uld  not  occur.  He  said  lie  iiiii.st  have  fresh  b(H^f,  and  if 
ho  could  huy  aud  pay  for  it  he  W(mld  do  ho;  if  not,  he  would  take 
it  by  Home  mean.s  and  at  sonic  place. 

Tlie  above  is  the  substance  at  the  interview  of  the  conversation 
of  any  inu»'rliince. 

In  haste.  3'ours,  etc., 

H.  B.  Cl-EVEI^ND. 

Major  D.  D.  Siika. 


Ilfport  of  Cornniandcr  Unntrr,  V.  -S*.  Navy,  reijarding  di/tpntntion  oj 
vensel-H  and  ordnance  utons. 

CoNFKnEnATK  ScHOONKR  DoWJE. 

Off  Snn  Jacinto,  [TexJ],  October  J,s\  im2. 

Silt:  I  have  recoirnd  your  Special  Orders,  No.  253,  stating  thai  by 
order  nf  the  commanding  general  I  aiu  directed  to  tui'n  over  to  First 
Lieutenant  Tlionuvs  Gonzales,  acting  ordnance  ofllcer,  all  the  ord- 
nance stores  received  by  me  at  rmivesloii  or  Iliiu.slon.  Tlie.sc  I 
have  delivered  to  Lieutenant  CJonziileH,  t^xeejtt  HUch  im  wen*  cafjtnred 
in  the  iiotjaf.  Yacht  and  transrcrred  to  the  stenmer  Rus/c  and  for  signals 
to  the  several  sieanienj  employed  by  the  Uovemment  for  the  pi-ot^c- 
tion  of  (.ialvcrtton. 

By  the  same  authority  you  directed  me  to  place  the  care  of  t.liis 
vessel  in  charge  of  Cuplain  IL  S.  Lubbock,  of  the  steamer  Jiayou 
City,  who  will  receive  from  C-aptain  Rogers  {now  serving  in  the 
Confederate  Navy),  and  in  command  of  tlu»  vessel,  a  statement  of 
their  accounts,  wiiich  shall  be  done  on  a])pUcfttion  of  Captain  II.  8. 
J^ubhock. 

I  should  state  to  you  that,  having  been  made  responsible  for  the 
itiiUlic  property  of  the  schooner  Dodnt  by  the  honorable  Navv 
Uejiarlinent,  I  shall  remove  the  same  for  .safe-keeping,  or  a.s  nmch 
of  this  as  shall  be  in  my  power,  with  the  nautical  instruments, 
accounts,  anchors,  etc.,  and  that  they  may  be  available  for  fiiture 
use.  I  have  employed  wagons  for  their  trans|)ortation  to  the  Trinity 
Uivcr,  at  Colonel  Hamilton  Washington's  plantation,  Polk  County, 
Tex.,  wfiere  kliey  will  be  kept  in  charge  of  Captain  W.  F.  Kogers 
and  I  ho  naval  ollicers  under  my  command. 

This  vessel  is  so  eaten  by  worms  as  to  recjuire  n'^ular  pumping 
to  keep  ber  alloal.     Captitin  11.  S.  Lubbock,  who  now  has  charge 
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of  her  crew,  should  attend  to  this  mattpr,  as  their  ^^Hlh(l^awA)  doprivcfi 
mv  of  the  means  of  so  doing.  I  Iiave  prepared  the  raoans  (if  her 
pmmpt  destruction  should  it  heronie  proper  to  do  so. 

1  will  therefore  <as  in  duty  hoiinfl)  place  the  care  of  liio  vi\'y*el  and 

her  !)oals  in  the  hands  of  the  ofheer  who  has  l>een  assigned  the  eoni- 

luand  of  her  erew,  this  being  the  ()nly  inean.s  at  my  difiposrd  to  keep 

tlie  vej«el  afloat,  by  reiiwin  of  her  U'Jiky  rondition. 

1  am,  rcspectfiillv, 

W.  W.  HtTNTEU,  . 

Commander,  C.  S.  Nat^y. 
Colonel  X.  B.  Debray, 

Commanding  MiJitary  Difitrid,  ffotiston* 


Ortif'i's  of  ColoHfl  Dehwij,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Commandrr  fluntrr,  C.  S. 
Nav}j,  regnrdinfj  Conjcderair  sehooner  Dfxigc. 


llK.\ltIMjLI;* 


Mit 


Hi 


RY  .MTninKTRitrr 

llou.'iton,  October  ^0.  fSftS. 

Sir:  Please  find  herewith  a  letter  forwarded  to  nio  f<»r  you  by 
express  froni  Smi  Antonio. 

Have  you  not  a  Kul!i<'ient  niiml^er  of  men  of  the  crew  of  the  Ifmltff 
left  to  yuit  to  keep  u\i  that  ves-sel?  Twelve  men  were  turned  over 
to  Captain  Ijul)hoek,  and  I  understand  there  were  on  board  from 
25  to  ;{(). 

The  people  of  thin  plaoe  offer  means  and  labor  to  build  two  gun- 
boats. They  say  it  ran  be  done  in  tliirtv  or  forty  day.s.  Oo  you 
think  it  possible;  and,  if  so,  would  ytni  laki?  upon  yourself  to  super- 
inUMul  the  work y 

Your  withdriiwid  ho  far  in  the  inteiior  when  our  eoast  is  atlaeked 
give.s  nuirh  dissati^fartion  liere;  it  is  believed  that  your  exiwrience 
co'jid  he  of  better  avail  in  the  lower  eounirv'. 

I  am,  very  ro8|>e<^tfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  Dehkay, 
Colonei,  Comviandiuij  MiUlary  Subdistrict  of  Uuiufton, 

Commander  W.  W.  Hiintkr,  C,  S.  Navy. 


OtiUr  of  Coloiui  Dfhray,  C  S.  Army,  in  Cnmniniulcr  fhinirr,  V.  8, 
Navy,  reyardiny  lite  Vonjedtrutt  schooner  Dudye. 

Hkaoquarters  MiLrrARY  SuBDisTuirr  of  HorsTON, 

HouMon,  Odohrr  :20,  ISfiS. 
Sir:  In  olwdicncc  to  Spwial  Order,  No.  It.  from  general  head- 
quarters District  of  Texa-s,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  protest  against  the  retn<tval  of  any  narts  of  the  rigging 
of  tlip  cutter  Dodye,  and  Ici  reiiuest  you  t-o  keep  that  vessel  in  stilling 
order  until  the  commanil  of  it  ean  be  assigned  to  some  otticor  ap- 
pointed by  (leneral  Ih'bert. 
Should  yuu  be  didpuaed  to  lurn  it  over  to  Captain  Lubl>o<;k  iai 
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fioilinir  order,  he  is  instructed  to  rpcoive  it;  but  he  can  not,  in  these 
ciivurnstancca,  be  compelled  to  take  charge  of  a  hulk. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resneelfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

'    \\.  H.  1)i:bkay, 
ColonA,  Commanding  MUitanj  !<^ubdistrict. 

Commander  W.  W,  Huntee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

San  Jacinto. 

(BiKloauiv.I 

SpiH'ittl  Order,  )      TTeadquaktbus  First  DisTiin-r  of  Tbxas, 

No.  II.        f  San  2intomt}.  October  18,  1862. 

******* 

Thp  coinmander  of  the  militAr>'  subdistriet  of  Houston  will  place 
tlic  revenue  oult^t  l>odgt%  with  crew  and  armament,  on  such  Mervi<:e 
S6  he  may  deem  proper. 

******* 

By  order  uf  Briyadier-General  P,  O.  TIi'l>prl.; 

Samiki.  Boybk  Davis, 

Asnstant  AdjnUini-0en4Tal. 


Letter  fntm  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navu,  to  Colmiel  iJehray,  C.  S. 
Army,  regarding  disposition  of  ConJeJeratt  itchoonn'  Dodge. 

CONKKPKKATK    ScUOONEK    DoDOK, 

ff/J  San  JfU'infv,  October  SO,  1S6^. 
Col/>NEi.:  1  have  this  day  received  your  several  comniuiiieation.s  of 
the  29th  instant  and  also  a  eopy  ol  S|H'cial  Order,  No.  II,  from  the 
corHmandiji»;  fjeneral  to  ynu.  t  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  2Stli 
inHlanl  e-xplanutury  4>f  my  reai*t»n.s  and  the  meiLsiires  I  lind  taken  In 
keep  and  jnoserve  for  future  use  the  maleriel  <d  this  vessel,  The 
e.\erci.se  of  your  authority  in  relation  to  the  comnumd  which  has  U-en 
inlrustwl  to  uu'  hv  the  honorable  Navy  Department  and  your  orders 
touching  the  detail  and  minutia  of  this  vessel  will  be  obwrved.  Your 
"protest"  against  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  aulliority  which 
I  hold  in  writing  from  the  conuuaiiding  gi-nernl  in  relation  to  this 
vessel,  as  well  as  your  orders  depriving  me  of  the  means  either  to 
defend  or  keen  safely  the  public  property  conmiitle<l  lo  my  charge 
by  llie  hononilile  Navy  Department,  and  for  which  I  am  responsible, 
and  by  taking  from  me  the  crew  and  arms  which  with  great  didinilly 
I  have  obtained,  as  well  as  your  at*tenient  that  ''Your  wilh<lrin\al 
so  tar  in  the  interior,  when  our  coast  is  attacked.  give«  inueh  tlis- 
salisfaction  here."  are  imperative  calls  [upon]  me  to  deny  (most  of 
what  is  untrue)  that  you  have  any  just  cause  to  state  tnat  I  coa- 
teniplated  withdrawing  at  all  to  the  interior.  This  has  not  been 
contemplated  or  state<I  hv  me.  The  materiel  so  invaluable,  and 
which  can  not  be  replaceil  (luring  the  blockade,  I  did  intend  lo  ho 
place  in  charge  of  the  Confederate  naval  ofRcers  under  my  command; 
and  so  only  I  wrote  to  you.  You  state  that  the  people  of  this  place 
offer  means  and  labor  to  build  two  gimboatH;  thev  say  it  can  be  done 
in  tliirty  days,  and  ask  "  Do  you  think  it  possible?""  aiid  if  so.  "Would 
you  take  it  upon  yourself  to  superintend  the  worki!"  In  reply  I 
bavo  lo  state  that  both  the  people  aiid  the  plan  they  prop*  lat 
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bo  known  to  mp  before  I  can  deride  on  itfi  nmtticaliility  and  useful* 
noss  und(.T  prctwnt  circuni.sl.aiKes.  A  so-calk'd  '*truuboat*'  has  been 
produced.  I  have  given  mv  opinion  on  that  matter  to  the  conuuaud- 
lujj  general.  1  can  only  tie  responsible  where  I  uin  perniitled  to 
exerciBe  my  professional  judgment  without  being  thwarted  in  the 
detail  of  iu  ex(H:ution.  Vour  orders  have  broken  up  ehielly  my 
ineaii^  of  removing  the.  materiel  ol  this  vessel.  It  leaves  ine  the 
responsibilily  willntut  the  means  of  meeting  this.  It  is  now  there- 
fore your  own  and  not  mine.  [  will  turn  over  the  rrew  tu  Captain 
I^ubbock  and  retain  onl\^  sueh  as  niay  be  necessary  to  keep  the  ves- 
sel afloat.  With  what  you  have  left  to  me  I  will  defend  or  destroy 
her  at  the  proper  time.  You  db*ect  me  to  place  her  in  trailing  condi- 
tion for  tlie  reception  of  su<h  <'ommander  a.^  you  may  causc  to  be 
uppuiiiieti  lo  litT.  I  have  to  stut«  to  you  that  (be  honorable  Navy 
Uepartment  has  assignee!  her  a  t-oiiimaiuler  and  othcers.  The^e  aro 
under  my  cmuniiind.  Unless  you  deprive  aie  of  all  authority  I  claim 
to  eomnumd  them.  I  would  remark  that  a  naval  .ser\-ic«  of  forty 
3'nai's  spcins  to  have  entitled  me  to  Kome  (Hscrotionary  c<»nHdent\«i  in 
ray  capability  of  conducting  the  detail  of  my  command. 

1  am.  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
CommnutUr,  (\  S.  Navy. 
Colonel  X.  B.  Dkhkay, 

Commanding  Interutr  MUUartj  District  of  Houston. 

I  consider  the  eire<t  of  your  order  to  me  subvorsivo  of  order  and 
tendijig  Ut  iujuriuua  results. 


Re-port  of  Commander  HunUr,  C.  S.  Nawj,  re^nrding  the  reinowil  of  th^ 
nuUeriel  of  the  schooner  DtHUje. 

CONKBUEUATE   StIIWJNER    DoiHIB, 

0/f  Sian  Jannto.  fMolnr  ^,  186:3. 
8ik:  The  waters  of  Galveston  Bay  being  now  under  the  contn.il  of 
the  enemy,  with  a  naval  force  in  its  character  competent  to  remdi 
an<l  capture  this  vessel.  1  deem  it  my  dulv.  in  the  exercise  t)f  your 
discretionary  orders  to  me  in  n^latiou  to  tlie  same,  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  secure,  by  the  removal  to  the  most  eligible  position,  her 
arms,  ammunition,  and  as  nnivh  of  the  materiel  as  are  most  eijsential 
Ui  our  us(»s.  I  have  accttrtiingly  employed  ox  waffons  and  have 
loaded  and  disi)at<hed  these,  with  the  crew,  to  Colonel  Hamilton 
Washington's  plantation,  Trinity  Uivcr,  Polk  Counlv,  a  position 
(frtun  all  the  mformation  I  can  obtain)  the  most  eligible  for  tht» 
defense  of  that  river  and  of  eastern  Texas,  and  where  subsistencu 
may  be  obtained  for  my  men,  most  of  whon)  Imve  been  sick  and  are 
yet  nuich  debilitated.  I  have  prepared  (he  means  of  destroying  this 
vessel  shoidfl  it  become  necessary.  This  ve.isera  bottom  is  so  eatcu 
by  worms  that  she  requires  reg\ilar  pumping  to  keop  her  afloat.  Her 
decks  and  sidrs  are  so  open  as  to  admit  water.  Without  repaii-s 
(and  there  is  net  means  or  material  available  for  tliisj  sho  will  not 
long  be  habitahle. 
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I  bavo  kept  with  inc  ono  mau  to  keep  tho  vchsoI  ftBoat  by  nunip- 
ing  luul  U»  (It'stmv  her  wlini  it  becomes  pri>per  to  do  so.     I  will  then 
join  my  nien  ul  'iVinily  Kivrr. 
I  am,  very  I'espe^tfiilly, 

W.  W.  HuNTEIt, 

Commander^  C,  S.  Nnvy. 
[Colonel  Dkbray.] 

rRndoraRiniint,) 

Ijctter  not  sent,  but  kept  as  a  memorandniti.  The  object  defeated 
bv  order  of  Colonel  X.  B.  Uebray,  by  authority  of  Genera!  P.  (). 
rit'hcrt. 

W.  \V.  H. 

[In  u  <liipH<'ate  of  the  foregoing  the  foUowin]:;;  is  added:) 

I  proi'tipd  t{i  Tniiitv  River  lu  pniviilr  for  tlie  pefsimiiol  aud  ^jecuni  tlie  nmUTtcl  unl  Ut 
van  (heae  as  uMy  be  round  most  serviccnble. 


Letter  from  Colond  Dfhrpy,  C.  H.  X*mf,  to  Comm/indfr  UunUr,  C.  S. 
;Vrti>y,  iugardinf)  dUposUiou  of  (,'nnfederate  schooner  f)odff€. 

HE^UKJUARTEKa    MlLITAttY   SlTBOlSTRICT   OF    HOU8TON, 

fiinisUm.  Ocioher  it,  !Sfi3. 

Sih:  Your  ronmmnication  of  the  ^iOtU  instant  lias  Iwen  duly 
received. 

My  ordei-s  concerning  I  he  rrew  and  aniiament  of  the  /Wf/f  were 
issued  in  uonsoquence  of  orders  received  from  above.  I  am  instrueted 
ti*  obstruct  and  i^uard  llie  nn»ullis  uf  .slreaniH  niiptviiij^  in  the  bay 
of  Oalveslon.  To  do  lliis  1  must  huvi*  suilnr.s  uiiti  rnwboaU.  I  have 
none  at  uiy  disposal  except  I  he  crew  and  hoaU**  of  ihe  cutter  /ioilfje, 
which  1  am  ordered  to  place  in  service  if  pos.sibIe.  I  cjiti  ^ve  no 
orders  Ni  vuu  pei-somilly  and  to  your  olftcers,  who  do  not  bclonp;  to 
the  War  i)e]>fti'ttnent.  It  was  therefore  ne<_'e8sary  to  ph»ce  hotli  the 
ci^w  and  vessel  in  cunnnand  of  some  olUcer  who  would  irreive  my 
orders.  It  would  have  been  nuich  nioro  pleasant  for  nie,  and  I  aiu 
sure  much  nmre  advantageous  to  the  Hcrvice  o\  the  country',  il  you 
and  mysi'lf  conld  have  coni'iirred  hartnuinoti.sly  in  dcfcndin*?  the 
coast.  1  undci'stooil  y<Mi  to  say  to  nie.  and  1  heard  it  also  stated  by 
others,  that  it  whs  votu'  inU-ntion  U*  transpoi  t  ovt»rlHnd,  by  means  of 
wagons  hii"ed  for  that  purpose,  all  the  moval)Ie  parts  of  the  rig^nng 
of  the  Diuhff  to  Mr.  Washinj^ton's  phinlation.  1  understand  that 
this  planliitinii  is  siinatcd  on  tln'  Triiiitv  lU  nulcs  heyoml  Lihertv, 
almve  the  onlinarv  imvif^ation  ol'  that  river.  This  I  call  far  in  the 
interior,  at  h'asi  for  naval  riirce.s,  which  can  Ih*  UMC<d  more  advan- 
tageously on  the  coast.  It  is  diilicult  at  war  not  to  ondanyer  some 
piopert^'.  Too  great  a  regard  for  it  ini/;ht  be  followed  by  wrong 
rcsnlis. 

Your  statement  that  "  n»y  ordei-s  to  you  are  subversive  ol  order 
am]  tendinis  to  injurious  n*sults''  \a  a  double  <-har^e  which  can  utit 
now  be  tried  or  ilwposcd  of  by  me.  A  court-martial  is  the  only 
aiithnrity  oonipotont  to  take  eogniaance  of  it. 

With  a  deep  regret  to  obser\'e  that  this  unpleasant  controverey 
between  you  and  me,  which  is  not  of  my  own  socking,  tends  to 
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deKenerale  with  you  in  n  porsiinal  ill-foding,  in  which  I  do  not  par- 
take, I  l)eg  to  assure  you  of  my  seulimeiits  of  t-eHpix-i. 

X.  U.  Debbay, 
('olonel,  (■mumnndintj  MUiUirij  SubdUtrict  of  Houston. 

ConwnaiMler  W.  W.  Hlntek,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Lynchburg. 


Report  0/  LiftUcTuttU  CoiikUn,   C.   S.   Anny,   ir^irding  engagctntnt 
oftween  Federal  stfainern  arid  ConjederaU  IniUerieA  at  Lai^aea,  Tex. 

Hkaikjiarters, 

Lavaciit  Tr:i-.,  Novrmhrr  /,  IS6S. 

Silt:  Hy  ordf'i'  of  Major  Diuiii'l  D.  Shi'u,  i'onmmndinjj  lliis  ptist.  I 
havo  th*'  huimr  to  inaki'.  for  the  iiilonimtion  of  the  j^eneral  roniuiand- 
ing  tl»is  {hstriet,  the  folhiwing  report  of  an  engagement  hctwoen  the 
Ktnioral  steamei-s  and  the  batteries  at  this  point : 

Ou  the  morning  of  October  31  two  Federal  sloamers  appeared  in 
si^ht,  evidently  steering  for  this  i)la<e.  Altout  11  a.  m.  they  arrivrd 
Within  a  short  distante,  when  ihcy  cast  aueiior.  At  1  p.  ni.  tliey  sent 
a  bout  with  a  Hag  of  tnicro  ou  shore,  which  was  met  by  Major  Sliea, 
accompanied  by  four  of  the  citizens  of  tlie  town.  A  short  intt'r\'ie\v 
succeeded,  (hirmg  which  11  dcmami  was  made  for  the  surrender  of  the 
tow^n.  They  were  answered  by  the  commanding  olhcer  lh«f  ho  wns 
there  to  defend  it,  and  should  do  so  to  the  best  of  his  ability  ^\  it  hall  the 
means  he  had  at  hand.  A  dettiand  was  then  made  for  time  to  rem(»vp 
the  women,  cliiUiren,  and  nick  pei-sons  from  town.  The  ofhrcr  in 
charge  of  the  Hug  rephed  that  cme  lionr  w«,s  the  lime  he  was  niitluir- 
ized  to  grant.  Init  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  an  epidemic  (yellow 
fever)  was  slUI  raging  in  the  town,  he  would  oxietid  the  time  (o  one 
hoiu*  and  a  half,  at  tiie  expiration  of  which  period  they  moved  up 
ahretust  the  town  and  oiwned  lire  fnmi  both  steamers  upon  both  the 
town  anil  batteries.  At  this  time  there  were  man}'  women  and  chil- 
dren still  in  the  plar^,  the^'  having  been  unable,  for  want  of  time,  to 
leave.  Our  batteries  promptly  i*et«nied  the  lire,  (.^aptain  .John  A. 
Ven»on  commanded  one  of  t-he  batteries,  assisted  by  Lieuteiiani  T.  D. 
Woodward,  and  C'anlain  J.  M.  Keuss.  assisted  by  lieutenants  <>.  L. 
Selmaubert  and  O.  French,  the  other,  and  nobly  clid  botli  olIicerH  ami 
men  perform  their  duty,  working  their  guns  as  coolly  as  thotigh  un 
inspection,  while  a  perfect  storm  of  shot  and  sliell  raimnl  aroiuid  them. 
Aiul  this,  although  yellow  fever  luul  deriiiuited  t,ln'ir  niriks.  and  thai 
many  of  tJie  men  wfio  manned  the  baltcrics  had  but  partially  rec(»v- 
rred  fnmi  the  fever,  entitles  them  to  the  highest  prais4'.  The  .sleanu-rs 
wen*  struck  fK'Voral  times  and  one  ol  theiu  partially  disalded,  a^s  they 
immediately  steamed  otf  out  of  rauge  of  our  batteries,  where  Ihey 
again  cast  anchor  and  kept  up  u  steady  iiro  upon  the  town  anii  bat- 
Icrirs  until  night  shut  in. 

On  next  nuirning.  NoA-em]>er  1.  they  again  opened  fii-e  upon  the 
l»n\n  and  batteries,  but  owing  to  their  being  entirely  out  of  range  of 
our  guns  we  <iid  not  reply  to  thcui.  At  about  II  a.  m.  Ilii-y  ceased 
their  tir*»  and  steamed  down  the  bay  iii  llu'  dirrriiiMi  of  Inrlinnoja. 
having  in  tow  ihe  schooner  Ltrmiipt.  w  lilfh  llicy  hud  cafiluml  in  ilie 
hay  a  few  days  before.     One  uf  thcaleamurs  went  orit:side  the  bar  and 
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stpered  in  thei  clirpction  of  Oalvestofi.  probably  for  a  mortar  boat  or 
sonit'  otlicr  additional  forc«  to  assist  thiMn. 

I  am  glad  to  report  thai  no  livfs  were  lost  on  our  sitlo,  but  Llie  eneniy 
succpedml  in  doing  considorubte  dantag*'  to  tlio  town,  loaring  up  tJio 
street*  and  riddling  the  houses  and  otherwise  iiam«{;injj  the  place. 
The  enemy  fired  in  ali  252  shots  and  shell,  174  the  first  day  and  78  the 

.second,  nearly  all  of  them  from  32  aud  (>4  pounder  rilied  guna. 

«  *  ir  4  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  rospoolfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geouoe  E.  Conki>in, 

LieulenfirU  ami  Adjutant. 
Major  K.  V,  Guay, 

Actiiitj  Assuttani  Adjuittni'/reji.eraJ,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Report  of  Comvwindfr  fluntrr^  C.  5.  Navi^,  ngarding  operationa  in 
vicinity  o}  daiveattm,  Tex.,  aiul  disposition  C'onfedf.r<ite  schooner 
Dodge. 

CONFEDEILVTE   ScHOONER    DOOGE, 

O^  San  Jacinto,  Tex.,  November  S?,  1S62. 
Sm :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you  by  mail  my  last  report  from 
this  place  in  the  latt^»r  part  of  September.  Since  that  period  the 
enemy  have,  on  the  4th  of  October,  occupied  with  eight  veasels,  the 
waters  eommandinf;  the  city  of  Cmlvestun.  Our  tnuij^w  left  the  city 
the  same  day.  and  retired  to  an  earthwork  at  Virginia  IVint,  com- 
iimruiici^  the  ruilway  bridge  from  the  island  to  the  mainland.  Soon 
iifjcr  this  the  enemy  landed  at  Galveston,  hoisted  and  lowered  their 
ilag  and  retired  to  their  vessels,  taking  position  to  control  the  city, 
wbicli  has  ndt  yet  been  occupied  by  their  fon-es.  The  enemy  have 
ascended  CaU-asioii  Lake  and  niver  and  caf)tured  a  small  river  steamer 
called  the  Don,  which,  after  aiming,  they  entered  Sabine  Pass  and 
bui-ued  a  railway  bridge,  distant  12  miles  above  the  pass  on  the  rail- 
way leatling  from  the  puss  and  above  the  barracks  there.  They  have 
siiK-e  captured  Indiaitola,  Matagorda,  aud  Powderhoi'n,  which  are  on 
Matajjorda  Bay.  The  cneniv  having  a  naval  force  competent  to  con- 
trol the  waters  of  Galveston  Bay,  and  of  a  charnrter  to  reach  and  caji- 
tui-e  this  vessel,  1  have  prepared  her  for  [>rompt  destruction,  should  it 
become  necessary  to  do  so.  I  had  prepared  the  means  to  remove  by 
trimsourtation  overland  all  her  valuable  material  to  the  Trinity  River, 
as  well  as  the  crew,  to  a  nosition  where  the  latter  can  be  aul>i4iHled,  and 
from  its  charticler  would  be,  in  my  indgment.  most  eUgildy  disposed 
of  to  act  with  auxiliaries  in  the  vieimty  now  organized  to  obstruct  the 
Trinity  Ki^  er,  and  be  in  the  best  position  to  defend  eastern  Texius. 
With  this  view,  I,  with  great  dilliculty,  ubtaine<l  suitable  urms.  IJy 
tiie  iiuthority  of  the  commanding  general — tlirougli  a  subordinate  in 
command  of  submilit^ry  district  of  flouston— my  preparations  and 
plans  lo  that  entl  havi?  been  broken  up  by  an  order  most  exl.raonlinar>' 
and,  in  my  ju(1^nient.  unlawful,  from  Colonel  X.  B.  Debrav,  com- 
manding interior  militarv  district  of  Houston.  He  has  taken  tlie 
cn'w  of  this  vessel  and  the  arms  which  1  had  procured,  and  he  has 
placed  theni  under  some  one  appointed  to  command  a  rivi'r  steamer, 
which,  in  uiy  opinion,  is  of  no  use  whatever  except  as  a  lookout  boat. 
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(inH  must  ho  lost  or  dpstmyod  on  tho  npproarh  of  tlio  nnoni  v  in  forrp  in 
llH'se  waU^rs.  In  thai  ('vciit  the  jiprsoniU't  aiid  inntoripl  of  I  his  votfSfl 
wliu-h  yon  liavi'  t-onhdod  In  inv  clmrjire  will  bp  iiso)rs.sIy  saiTifirt'd.  [ 
linvi*  in  no  wiso  bocn  consulted  or  advised  with  in  the;***  iiiiMiNiircs  I 
have  re]>pllrd  them  to  Ihe  verge  of  resi:*laMoe  from  h  seiisr  of  both  the 
puhhr-  inten>sL  niid  of  llie  liigh-lmiided  disregard  of  thp  authority  and 
responsihiht^v  which  you  have  conlidcd  to  mo. 

The  rondrtion  of  this  vessel  is  siieh  that  till  docked  and  refit  1(m| 
slie  curi  nol  he  made  available  for  sea  service.  Her  bottom  is  .so  oaten 
bv  worms  us  to  make  regular  pumping  neoeaaary  lo  keep  hor  Hftunt. 
llor  crew  have  been  taken  from  her,  leaving  barely  sufliiiont  f4»r  this 
purpose.  Every  man  of  the  erew  hai*  been  sick  anil  is  yet  infirm,  and 
all  the  oflicers  cxeept  myself  are  n(tw  too  ill'to  attend  to  duty-wiih- 
out  adegviftte  medieines  or  medical  aid.  1  have  done  the  bo8t  I  i-ould 
under  the  cu-cumatances.  If  not  thwarted  in  the  execution  of  niv 
dulies,  I  feel  that  witli  the  means  you  have  placed  in  my  Imntls  I  can 
be  essentially  useful  Iiere. 

I  most  earnestly  call  your  attontion  to  tho  inutility  of  beinf;  plac^^-d 
under  theeontrol  of  new-born  .suJMirdinates,  whoelaim  lohavp  iiuihiT- 
itv  from  the  commanding  general  to  dispose  of  this  ves.sfl,  tran.sft»r  her 
crew,  and  appropriato  her  niateriol.  and  control  the  detail  and  ininutia 
of  the  comniaud  with  whicli  y(m  have  charged  nie^al!  of  whic-h  can 
not  fail  to  bo  subversive  ol  order  and  tending  to  injurious  resiill.s. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

W.  W.  ilUNTKU. 

Conimandfrj  V.  S.  Aaiy. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mau^rt. 

Sfcretary  oj  thr.  iVaey. 


Heport  of  CmnmamJfr  Huntfr,  C.  S.  Xarij,  refjardintj  the  tmnMftr  of  i 
scfwoner  Dodtje  to  ike  Army  auth/)rities. 

Before  giving  the  statement  you  demand  of  the  action  of  Colonel 
Dobray  in  taking  from  theC.  S.  schooner  Dodge  the  men  and  arms  under 
my  command.  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  my  slatemenl  lo  1  lie 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  November  2,  1862,  is  md  i)rnperly  designated 
as  a  complaint  against  (-olunel  Dcl)ray.  I  complained  of  llu'  action 
taken  by  him  as  mterferine  with  my  rights  and  duties,  but  1  did  not 
assume  to  decide  whether  Tie  was  justified  by  the  order  under  whic 
he  claimed  to  &*:X. 

With  the  sanction  and  by  the  authority  of  tho  Secretary  of 
Confederate  States  Navy.  I  had  taken  charge  of  the  Dodfjf  and  had 
entered  her  crew,  pro<'ured  arms  fur  them,  and  taken  such  other  st^^ps 
as  made  her  essentially  a  portion  of  the  Ciinfederato  Stales  Navy.     As 
the  highest  naval  oHic<'ro»  this  station  I  was  resnonsible  for  the  vossol^d 
crew,  and  evervthing  pertaining  tn  her.     The  foirible  si'izure  of  parti 
of  her  crew  anct  arms,  et-e.,  their  Iransfer  to  the  militury  service,  was 
illegal,  and  did  not  relieve  me  from  this  responsibility.     Such  a  seizure 
wa.s  a  violation  of  my  compact  with  the  men  on  entering  them.     They 
had  been  enlisted  for  the  Navy  and  could  not  be  transferred  to  thei 
military  service  unless  first  di.scliaigc<l  arul  reenlisled  or  c<mscripti'd.I 
They  renitmslrated  Hgainst  it.  and  were  only  prevented  from  rehellinn 
by  my  personal  ju'i-suasions  and  inlhienci'.     It  was,  in  fact,  an  impresdr-J 
nient  into  a  aervice  wluch  they  had  nut  agreed  to  enter. 

^J— . 
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In  liis  letter,  No.  7.  Cohme!  Debray  ackiio\vIe<lf;t«  tliat  he  rould 
giv('  110  oidci-s  to  nie  and  says  that  it  was  thorcfure  neressan-  to  plnre 
the  fivw  and  vessel  in  command  of  some  odicer  who  would  roi^'ivc  his 
nnlei>i.  If  lie  could  ^\\f  me  iio  orders  witliiii  the  legitimate  sphere  of 
our  respw.tive  duties,  l>v  what  rijiht  could  he  assume  to  give  me  an 
order  whioli  trampled  down  the  harrirrs  between  the  two  services, 
took  forcibly  from  llie  Navy  wliat  rightfully  belonged  to  it*  and  in 
effect  deposed  nie  from  the  only  command  left  mo  in  Texas  in  order 
to  jjive  it  to  some  one  to  whom  he  could  pive  orders?  This  action 
seemed  to  me  to  be  an  outrage  on  my  authority  and  that  of  the  Navai 
Department  whicli  I  rei}resented,  and  a  wanton  and  unprovoked  con- 
flirt  between  the  two  branches  of  tiie  s<'rvicc.  As  such,  it  was  my 
duty  to  complain  of  it  to  the  Naval  Depart.ment.,  but  I  did  not  then, 
nor  do  I  now.  assume  to  decide  where  the  responsibility  rests. 

With  regard  to  the  action  of  Colonel  [)el)ray  in  earrinng  out  these 
orders,  il  is,  perhaps,  sulUu-iently  explainwi  by  the  correspondence 
aln-aily  given.  Rut  there  rmiy  be  .some  matters  in  thai  forres]>tuid- 
eni-e  requiring  further  e.xplanatinn  from  me. 

In  letter  No.  7,  be  says:  "  It  would  have  been  much  more  pleasant  to 
me,  and  I  am  sure  more  advantage<ius  to  the  service  of  the  country, 
if  you  and  myself  could  have  concurred  harmoniously  in  defending  the 
coast;"  thus  indirectly  imputing  to  me  the  fault  in  such  want  of  con- 
currence, tint]  seeming  to  surest,  this  also  as  a  reason  for  the  high- 
handed measure  of  virtually  depriving  me  of  my  command.  Yet, 
when,  in  conformity  with  his  request  in  letter  No.  1 , 1  went  to  Houston 
for  tlie  purpo,se  of  consulting  on  organizing  a  coast-guard  service,  the 
subject  was  not  even  mentioned  to  me  by  him. 

In  letter  No.  4  he  pro[)oscd  to  me  to  .Mijierintend  the  building  of 
gunboats  on  the  vague  nnd  indeMnite  basis  of  mcuns  offered  by  the 
people.  I  asked  to  be  more  fully  informed  of  thn  people  and  their  plan 
before  deciding.  Tlie  subject  was  not  again  mentioned  to  nie.  Ilow 
could  I  concur,  when  no  opportunity  was  offered  and  no  orders  given 
me  todoso? 

TjcI  ters  Nos.  5  and  7  contain  a  protest  and  other  unwarrantable  and 
offensive  interferences  with  the  disc^harge  of  a  dntv  pertaining  exclu- 
sively to  me  as  a  naval  <)flicer,  the  preservation  of  naval  property  in 
mv  charge.  Galveston  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  Lynchburg, 
where  the  IhnJtjt  hiy.  whs  liable  to  be  taken  at  anv  time  by  a  night 
attack.  I  had  been  iJcprived  of  ull  nuvul  eonunand  at  (iaiveston  and 
find  been  thrown  back  on  this  single  vessel  at  Lynchburg,  which 
belonged  to  thi'  Naval  I)<'partment.  and  I  had  been  ordered  by  the 
commanding  general  to  u.se  my  own  discretion  with  regard  to  her. 
Whatever  may  be  the  present  position  of  Texas  in  consequence  of  the 
daring  and  success  of  the  general  now  commanding,  everyone  knows 
that  our  coast  was  then  at  the  meity  of  the  enemy  and  their  own 
prisoners  state(i  that  they  were  about  U>  take  pos.session  of  Lynch- 
burg when  Galveston  was  captured. 

Having  no  means  of  defi'mling  the  naval  property  in  my  charge,  it 
was  elearlv  my  duty  to  save  il  from  falling  into  the  hands  oF  the 
enemy.  'The  responsibility  of  deciding  h«»w  l-his  should  be  done 
rested  entirely  on  myself,  and  any  interference  by  an  ofheer  of  the 
Army  with  mv  di.st-harge  of  such  a  duty  I  con.slder  to  have  been 
unwarranted,  unproper,  and  l>eyond  the  sphen*  of  bis  "legitimate 
rights  and  duties. 
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If.  therefore,  it  should  be  held  that  tho  illegal  action  of  CoIoiipI 
Dohmy  iti  lliis  mntUT  xmis  srinrtioiwd  hy  ihp  oi-dors  under  which  hr 
acted,  I  consider  that  I  Imvo  ti  rij;ht  to  cinn[»laiii  that  his  action  uiid 
corrospondoncc  wore  charat'tprizod  by  unjust  imputations  and  insin- 
uations a*;aius(  iiiysclf  and  hv  iniwaritintcd  intorfereno**  witl»  thn 
di^chai^o  of  duties  which  l>elongo<l  peculiarly  to  me  as  a  naval 
(^onimaiitler. 

I  arn,  vory  respw^tfuHy, 

W.  W.  HuNTEn. 
Comnnander,  C.  S.  Navy. 
[Brigadier-General  P.  O.  TTi^^rkkt.] 


Report  of  LieuieiiarU-Coionel  Spaight,  C.  S,  Army,  of  affair  at  Sahijie 

Pass,  Texas. 

Headquarters  Spaioht's  Battalion. 

Beaumont,  [Tex.],  November  S,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  bog  leave  to  report  that  on  We<inesday  nij^ht,  2!>th  ultimo, 
a  small  portion  of  my  connnand,  consistluH  of  (Viuipany  A,  com- 
manded by  Captain  MarSh,  had  a  sliglit  affair  with  the  enemy  at 
Sabine  Pn^w.  Under  instructions  1<>  sock  every  opportunity  of  inflicts 
int;  damage  on  the  enemy,  he  posted  his  men  awtut  niglitfall  below 
the  town  on  the  pass  antf  awaited  llie  approach  of  tlie  st-canuT  //«n, 
with  a  schooner  in  tow.  then  nuil<inj^  licr  way  up  tlie  channel. 

As.stion  us  tlic  boaUscanie  in  puinl-bhink  riiiii;c  of  bis  carbines  (about 
100  yanlsl  he  oi)ened  fire  up<ui  tbeni  and  conlinued  the  lire  luitil 
they  swung  around  out  of  range  and  opened  upon  him  with  canister 
and  piape.  Ue  then  withdrew  without  loss.  Captain  Alarsh  is  sure. 
from  the  fact  that  the  decks  of  both  vessels  were  crowded  with  men 
who  were  distinctly  visible  by  moonlicbt,  that  the  fire  was  deliberate, 
that  screams  and  groans  arose  from  tlie  vessels,  and  that  the  yellow 
{\\n^  a1.  hatfmast  was  (hsplave<l  for  the  two  succeeding  da'\'s,  that  bis 
fire  did  sonic  exe<  ntion.  VVe  have  no  means  of  ascertnininjj  the  loss 
of  the  enemy,  but  it  is  conjectured  that  it  could  not  have  been  less 
than  25  to  .'{0.  They  then  shelled  the  town,  without  material  dam- 
&\iy.  On  the  next  miniiing,  after  throwing;  shot  and  shell  vehemently 
in  tlie  vicinity,  they  sent  out  a  parly  under  the  ni\)tect.ion  of  their 
guns  and  burned  \Vingat*'s  mill  and  dwelling  ami  St^mn's  dwelling. 
The  fire  upon  them  was  used  as  a  pretext  for  (h'stroyinfj  tnis  pro]>erty. 
but  it  was  doomed  t^j  destniction  with  or  witliout  a  pretext.  Several 
days  previ(>U9ly  tliey  had  l^^ld  the  citizens  to  hvxxn  the  lumi)er  at  tho 
mill  for  lirewutid.  fur  VVingate's  and  Stamp's  property  was  cttntiscated 
lo  I.lie  l'nil4'd  States  (Jovenimeut. 

Unless  otherwise  ordered.  I  shall  fire  upon  them  whenever  1  can 
do  sit  with  ciFect,  Hn*l  whenever  they  take  a  position  within  ninge  of 
my  mountain  bowitaers  I  shall  bring  them  to  hear  upon  them.  I  do 
not  believe  that  security  to  private  propert.y  can  m  purchased  by 
withholding  oiu*  Iiands. 

Your  obedient  i»er\'ant, 

A.  W.  SpAIOllT, 

JAfuUnant-Cohmelf  Conunanding, 

Lieutenant  R.  ^^.  FiiiKKMNt 

AsgijiUint  Adjatani-General. 
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Letter  Irom  Colimcl  IiamUt/>n  W(ifthin//ton  to  Commnnder  flunter,  C.  8. 
Natnj,  reporting  arrival  of  property  pJacfil  under  Ms  care. 

CoAKitATTA  ViM.ACE,  [Tex.],  Novemf)er  6,  1862. 


Mv   Dkar  Sir:  All  iivoof  tl 


lA^ons  aiTivpd  hero  sftfely  last  even- 
ing. Mv  nopliew  will  tell  you  of  tne  (liH[Mi8itton  ma*l<'  of  tlii'ir  ron- 
Icnti*.  Ki'sl  ussiipmI  ihiil.  they  \vi]l  rorfivc  t'nun  nie  ii  do^reo  of  oiiro 
iiiul  wtil^^hfiilncs.^  far  hryond  what  I  wmilci  ^ivc  to  my  own  proporty. 

Before  ivreivin;;  your  kiml  fiiviir  tliroiii;h  my  nephew  1  had  learned 
fnim  tlic  newspapers  of  (lenernl  Mji^ruuer's  appointment.  It  pave 
nie  grortt  pleasure  for  innn\'  reasons,  not  itie  U-ast  prnniinent  of  u  hicb 
was  the  hope  that  it  wouhl  relieve  you  fntni  your  jMiinfiil  and  emhar- 
ninsin«;  situation.  I  only  know  him  b}'  report  as  a  ijidliint-  and  able 
oiiiier,  and  a  Vir^niati,  uml  n  i^entleman.  This  is  enough  to  insure 
that,  lie  will  dti  you  iustlee  and  at  the  same  time  give  us  a  chanee  to 
defetui  oui^splves  and  break  up  the  rule  of  the  thieves,  fools,  and  vaj;- 
rtbonils  who  are  phiuderinjr  the  Confederate  States  treasuiy,  dis^'ae- 
inj;  our  State,  and  discourat^in^  every  efTort  and  paralyzing  every 
energy  of  the  ]>euple.  May  there  notl)e  reason  to  noiw  that  he  will 
ar-fpiiesce  in  your  erjuiint;  up  here  and  taking  eommand  of  the  defen.se 
iif  onr  river,  as  the  time  lias  pft,ssed  when  you  might  have  been  of  serv- 
iee  nearer  the  eoast.  If  he  should  insist  on  your  remaining  nearer  to 
himself,  1  must  run  down  and  try  to  make  some  arrangement  to  obtain 
tlie  intervention  of  the  Government  authority  and  superintendence 
f{>r  elosing  the  navigation  of  our  river  and  defending  ourselves. 

As  the  olijecl  for  wliieli  I  sent  cb»wn  the  wagons  partially  failed, 
d«i  not  fort;et  w  hat  1  said  to  you  about  t!iem—  that  if  paying  for  them 
woidd  emimrrass  you  in  the  slightest  degree  in  settling  your  aceountjn 
with  the  Ciovernmen't,  I  should  prefer  to  lose  the  eonx  and  the  hiie  of 
the  wagons  and  teams;  Init  if  3'ou  should  eonsider  it  more  proper, 
or  it  would  he  more  agreeable  to  you  to  pay  for  them,  1  should  prefer 
that,  you  would  \\\  the  rat-e.s  your^ielf  and  pay  only  at  sue.b  a  time  as 
you  ini|;ht  find  convenient. 

Mr.  Isaacs  begs  that  I  will  mention  to  you  Ids  son  Wesley.  He 
went  down  nbout  two  months  ago  t^  enter  the  service  under  you. 
Yon  told  him  to  remain  with  his  father  and  Ue  ivady  to  aid  him  in 
coining  u[t  willi  the  wagons.  He  did  so,  but  as  his  heallli  was  verv 
bad  he  is  not  willing  to  receive  any  i>ay  for  the.  two  months  hestayed. 
He  does  not  return,  partly  because  his  health  is  still  loo  bad  to  be  of 
any  service  to  you  and  partly  because  he  does  not  know  whether 
you  still  consider  him  in  your  employment,  lie  would  be  very  grate- 
lul  t^  be  allowed  still  to  consiiler  himself  in  the  service  under  you,  l-o 
report  to  you  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  well  enough  to  be  of  use,  d^rawing 
no  pay  in  XXw.  meantime.  1  do  not  know  whether  you  can  still  use 
him  where  yon  are.  but  if  you  come  here  he  wouM  be  valuable.  He 
is  a  good  woodsman,  well  acquainted  with  the  river  and  cane  brakes, 
and  a  young  man  of  fine  principles  and  character  and  entirely  reliable. 
If  you  would  be  willing  to  retain  him,  woidd  it  be  consistent  with 
your  ideas  of  duty  to  give  him  a  leave  of  absence,  or  n  sick  furlough, 
or  anytliing  that  would  prevent  him  being  t^iken  fi-om  you  by  the 
conseript  law?  He  has  not  health  enough  to  be  of  use  in  the  regidar 
service,  but  enough,  I  think,  to  be  of  use  to  you,  and  he  is  most  anx- 
ious t«  do  anything  and  all  that  he  can.  If  taken  under  the  conscript 
law,  bis  state  of  health  is  such  that  his  life  would  be  sacrificed  in  a 


S06 


WEST  OTTLF  BIX>CKADINO   SQUAnRON. 


short-  timo,  or  ho  would  be  compelled  to  ple&il  tbe  disability  of  Ul 
hi'tillli,  which  lie  wIhIics  to  uvoid.  I  proiiiLseil  his  father  to  mention 
thr  fiu'ls  to  yoM,  leaving:  the  tiiatt-<'r  entirely  to  your  own  eonsideiu- 
tion.  If  you  run  iisi'  him,  I  can  renminiend  bim  as  of  nxeellent  habits 
and  good  business  caparit}'.  He  can  he  pntirely  depended  on  to  per- 
form Jiiiv  duty  intnist^HJ  to  bim  witiiin  llie  limits  oT  his  ability. 

I  shall  be  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  General  3k!tt- 
gnuler  assunu'S  tlie  coninianfl.  May  I  befj  the  favor  of  a  line  from 
you  when  ynur  movements,  present  and  future,  are  decided  ?  Ix'Ht-rs 
i-eaett  me  regularly  mailed  in  Houston  and  addressed  to  Smithlield 
Post-olhce.  Polk  County,  Tex. 

Very  reapecLfully,  youi-  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  Washington, 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter. 

P.  S. — November  7.  I  open  my  letter  to  explain  my  nephew'a 
delay  in  returning.  He  arrived  here  quite  sick  with  ct>l<l  and  sore 
throat.  Said  be  would  stay  <iue  day  (yt'sterdtiy)  and  get  well  enough 
to  return,  IjiwI.  evening  he  l)ecaine  nuieli  more  unwell,  took  nied- 
icine,  and  in  the  night  nad  a  severe  cbil]  and  fever.  He  is  belter 
to-day  and  hopes  U>  he  well  enough  to  go  to-morit>w,  but  I  doubt  it. 
If  be  should  not  be,  1  will  send  his  brother.  John  U..  to  tttke  hack  the 
hin^l  horse  and  relieve  you  from  any  anxiety.  1  wouhl  have  sent 
him  t4>-day.  but  he,  too,  was  unwell  ami  only  succeeded  in  stopping 
his  chills  to-duY-     il-  B.  will  return  us  soon  as  he  is  able. 

H.  W. 


CorrespoJvifncf   rffjantina  ihf   .shipment  of  sprcif   to   Englaj\fl  frtin 

.Wohife,  Alo. 

Z<ettor  from  the  preudeot  of  the  Bank  of  UobUe  to  the  aotin^  Britlab  coiual  at  Mobile. 

Bank  of  Mobilr, 
Moffih',  Xovfmfur  //,  fiS62. 

Dftar  Silt:  The  Slate  of  Alabama  is  very  anxious  to  in.sure  to  ilA 
creditor  their  dues  to  the  utmost  fraction,  notwithstanding  the 
obstiicles  now  (hrown  in  the  way  bv  tlie  I'nited  .Slati's  (lovcrinnent 
to  jirevent  creditors  in  the  C^jufeiferate  State-*  fixjm  meeting  their 
obligations. 

This  State  will  owe,  the  cominf|;  year,  in  payment  of  its  interest, 
coupons  in  bonds  due  British  subjects,  some  forty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  which  *'ouiH»ns  are  payable  at  ihe  Union  Bank  mul  at  the 
counting  house  of  the  Messrs.  KoLhschild.  in  London.  Tbe  State 
is  not  only  anxioUA  hut  determined,  if  missible,  Ut  eontinuo  to  pro 
lect  its  credit  and  promptly  meet  it,s  obligations  as  heretofore:  ulso 
to  fulfill  strictly  its  promises  to  its  foreign  ereditoi-s.  both  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  its  dues  as  well  hs  its  promised  pla<-es  of  i>av- 
iiient.  With  this  view,  will  you  a'lnw  me  to  invoke  your  kiiiil  aid 
in  belihlf  nf  tJte  StJite  and  this  hank,  which  bus  acted  as  tlie  tisc^al 
agent  of  (he  State  for  many  years  pn.st ,  in  the  payment  of  its  foreign 
interest,  to  fxillill  its  obligations,  which  is  oF  the  utmost  inipi>rtanoo 
ill  every  point  ot  view  both  to  the  Stale  of  Alabtuna  and  its  fi>reign 
creditors. 

I  have  now  to  ask  the  favor  of  your  tiA-ertainiug  from  the  British 
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ministor  at  Washington  (or  through  any  other  channol).  il  this  bank 
oiii  l>«»  alliiwcd  Id  placp  in  v<Hir  hnrifis  tn**  sum  rHr**sHury,  in  <*(iin,  for 
truiisuiissidii  to  Ka;;!mi(l,  Uy  the  lii'sl  favorable  tipportunity.  at  tbo^ 
oxiH'Us*'  of  the  State,  for  tl»e  purpow*  numtioned. 

1  nin.st  ask  you  kindly  ((»  gixv  nw  as  oarly  a  reply  to  thin  communi- 
cation as  your  t'onvcnicncr  will  permit. 

I  am.  von'  resiwctfuJIy,  your  obedient  si'i'vant, 

Chaki-es  Walrh. 

President. 


Letter  bxua  the  aetlng  British  conial  to  the  preiident  of  the  Bank  of  MobUa. 

MoBiLK,  Ni»}emher  I4,  186$. 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  11th  current  duly  received,  and.  refcrrini; 
to  its  contents,  I  bck;  leave  lo  inform  you  that  1  sent  yi'storday.  I»y 
ail  oppurtiiiiity  to  New  Orleans,  a  dispatch  to  lier  Itritish  Majesty's 
coiiHuI  tliere,  slatinj;  the  gist  of  your  desire,  and  asked  if  11.  M.  S. 
RinnUhi.  (.'aptain  Ilewctt,  now  at  New  Orleans,  couhl  not  be  sent  to 
this  place  in  order  to  receive  from  you  tlie  specie,  take  it  hence  to 
Havana,  and  allow  the  consul -genera!  of  Great  Britain  to  foi*ward  it. 
per  steamer,  to  ljt>ndon. 

If  [  fail  here,  1  wUl  invoke  tho  aid  of  Lonl  Lyons  at  Washington. 
I  am,  etc., 

Jamks  Maof.b, 
Aciing  HHHsh  CojutuJ. 
Charle-s  Wai^h,  Kso.. 

Pmtianit,  fie. 


I^Her  from  th«  protideat  of  the  Bank  of  Hobile  to  the  ecting  Britieh  couqI. 

Df.au  Silt:  I  do  hereby  eerlify  thai  the  '{]  kegs  of  s|W'cie,  marked 
B.  M.,  containing  each  j.'i.tino,  ahogether  tl.'i.'),000,  handed  over  tn 
y4>u  by  this  insliUition  for  the  purpose  of  luiving  the  same  dehvcrcd 
t()  (I.  Bell,  eonsiiNgeneral  at  llavana.  and  to  !«•  transinitt^'d  theme 
to  Kni^land,  to  the  consignment  of  the  I'nion  Bunk  <il  London,  by  the 
British  mail  steamer,  is  for  the  purpose  of  paying  dues  to  British 
Huhiecis  fnmi  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  is  the  property  and  hehmgs 
to  the  mibjects  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  WALftii. 

Pns'ttltiil. 


J^eUer  Jrom  CommamUr  Hunter,  C.  S.  -Vaw/,  to  MnM^rr  Appel,  C.  S. 

Navy. 

(TONFEDERATE   ScnOON'ER    DoDOE, 

OjJ  San  JarhiJOf  Xot^finfur  l<i,  ISO^. 
Sir:  1  have  lliis  day  riTcived  and  forwarded  t^)  the  hon<irable  Navy 
Department  your  resignation.  Until  the  pleasure  of  the  honorable 
Navy  Department  is  communieated  to  nu'  m  i-elation  to  tliis  iimtler. 
you  will  consider  yourself  siis])eiided  from  duty  and  keep  witliin  the 
precinct  of  your  residence,  subject  to  my  orders.     You  w»U  in  no  wise 
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communicaU«  otUcially  with  any  military  autlntrity.  except  tlirough 
mo,  whilst  you  uro  under  my  command/ 
Kt^pcctfuUy, 

■      \V.  W.   HlTNTKR, 

Commnndtrt  0.  S.  Navij. 
Master  P.  F.  Apprl,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Report  oj  Cai»tmn  Fariett,  C.  S.  Army,  of  affair  at  PetiU  Anse  Island, 

Louiftiarux. 

QuAKTERs  Faries'  Batteuv,  P.  L.  A., 
FresT  Brigade  Infantry  Koikes  South  of  FIeo  River, 

Camp  Jiiiilauil,  Bayoit  Tfche,  iVatw/nVr  ^V7,  tS63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  U:*  ropuiL  that,  agipoablv  to  orders,  the  right 
and  loft  sections  of  this  battery,  viz.  two  3-ine1\  rifles  and  two  12- 
ponndiT  bronze  (ieUI  howitzers,  were  put  on  the  st^ani  transport  I/ttrt 
about  1  oVh)ck  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  tlie  lOLli  of  NovenU>er, 
instant,  in  pvoi'eetl  r.o  Petit^^  Anso  I^^mnd,  on  Vermilion  liuy,  via 
BayoM  Torho  (thrc'e  eaissons  iMnny;  sent  hy  land).  The  steamer  with 
thr  fiHir  pieces  reached  Xew  Ib<Tia  tlie  same  day,  and  the  cttnnnand 
l)ivonaikc(l  at  iiij^ht  it  niilcs  beyond  tinit  point,  near  the  I'lul  of  llie 
eausi'way  eonuei'tinj;:  the  iiiaiidand,  or  prairU*.  with  tlw  island.  This 
cnusmvay  was  buiU  throti^li  a  sea  inarsli,  NulijiTt  ki  tidal  action;  the 
road  over  it  had  become  impassable  from  ttic  acli<m  of  frequent  rains 
on  tlio  soft  soil.  On  the  20th  instant,  after  mucli  trouble  and  delay, 
succeeded  in  crossint;  !•>  the  island  by  removing;  the  six-horse  teams 
in  each  carriaije  ami  substituting  oxen  In  their  stead.  On  the  .same 
day  the  left,  or  howitzer  section,  under  Second  Lieutenant  Os<*tir 
(hiudet,  toc»k  positiim  on  the  outskirts  of  a  narrow  strip  of  woods  on 
the  s*»a  front  of  llie  ishmd,  bordering  the  sea  nuirsh  whieh  surrounds 
the  island.  A  small  bayou  runs  through  the  marsh  from  the  island 
to  ttie  bay,  distant  some  1  \  miles.  Two  gimboats  of  the  enemy  could 
be  seen  in  the  !n*Hilhof  this  bayou,  hut  beyond  the  ranu:eof  tlie  how- 
itzers posted  within  ran^e  of  their  heavy  guns.  On  Fnday,  the  "ilst 
instant,  the  enemy  havmg  landed  i)y  ineans  of  boats  a  small  body  of 
men,  live  spherical  case  wei-e  liivd  us  they  approached  Lieutetiant 
Gaudet  s  poHilion.  which  caused  them  to  dispense  and  retire  hastily 
t^>  their  lioats,  dragging  with  them  a  number  of  <lend  or  wounded  men. 

'Hie  right  sci^tion,  two  ::i'inch  rides  (iron),  from  tlieir  position  on 
an  elevalerl  part  of  the  islnnrl,  opened  lire  on  the  2'id  instant  upon 
the  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  distant  about  \\  mites. ^  After  llring 
thir(y<l1iree  shot  ami  shell,  and  finding  that  only  a  few  reached  the 
giinlH*ats,  ceased  (iring  and  moved  the  wH'tion  below  the  hill.  Inimo- 
ihtitcly  after,  a  shell  from  one  of  t!ie  gmd>oats  struck  the  grouml  just 
where  Lieutenant  Winchester,  the  chief  of  the  section,  hafi  bwni 
posted. 

The  two  sections  remained  at  Petite  Anso  Island  until  Monday 
miiriung.  2-ilh  instant,  at  5:30  o'clock  a.  m..  when  orders  were  re- 
eeivw!  t.o  return  U)  this  post.  Marching  some  lu  miles  to  New  Iberia, 
the  two  sfH'tions  were  placed  on  the  steamers  Dnrfnj  an<i  llorf  and 
reached  here  at  3  o'cIock  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  2.'ith  instant  la 
good  order  (excepting  the  breaking  of  one  pole  inul  two  aptmge  staffs), 
vunsidoriiig  the  very  scant  subsistence  rurnished  the  men  and  horses. 
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Tho  cartrulpps  furnished  by  the  ordnance  dopartment  from  the 
tti'sfiml  at  Nmv  (iHTia  for  t.lio  H-inch  rides  |m)vtHl  U)  he  lilled  with 
very  inieiior  powder  and  iinHt  fur  use.  This  I  trust  will  aceount  fur 
tht^  ahseiice  of  elTeetive  f>x<>culion  hy  tlie.*«*  two  mins. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  detailed  report  of  First  Lieutenant  H.  P.  Win- 
chester, the  senior  olt'eer  commanding  the  two  sections. 
I  am.  very  ro3|)ectfuIlv.  vonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Fahiks. 
CaptaiUf  Commanding  liniUry. 
Captain  ft.  C  Bond, 

Chiel  nj  ArliUery. 


Letter  from  the  Secrrtarif  of  Statt  to  the  Secretanf  of  the  Treciftunj, 
rtgarding  offer  by  foreign  a»i»uU  at  MoTiterey,  ifexieo,  to  purchtnte 
cotton. 

Depahtmknt  ok  State, 
Richmond,  NotJemher  ^7,  186^. 
Sin:  Mr.  J.  A.  Quinterro,  confidential  agent  of  this  Department 
at  Ntonterey.  Mexico,  in  his  letter  of  I7th  Oct»her.  just  received, 
makes   the   followuijr  statement,  wltich  may   he  of  interest  to   the 
Treasury  Department: 

Thf  fomij^  ronwits  in  Uiix  i-ity  infonn  me  lh«l  iIh-v  r«ul<l  fiimitli  thu  ('itnri'ilfinti'  Suics 
■iiv  Biiimirit  of  Mpc'it'  f»r  totton.  They  woiiltl  rweivo  tlii.'  t'*tUi»n  miIht  hI  Jmii  Ariluiiiu, 
KD^ilr  I'lvHs.  KniiiH.  nr  (Joliiid.  'IVxaH.  Four  or  livi«  liiiiuin'd  wiifpni^  fi»r  lruru)x>rtaliuii 
i-ould  Im>  obtfiincti  lirrr  anH  in  iKc  mljiiiniiig  SuLtfi.  Many  of  tlio  iiifn-tDinU  Uvn*  miil  in 
MnitiiiiitriM  liav«>  Nctil  mft'nL'i  to  Ti'xjui  Ui  iHiy  futton,  tlto  imyinrnt  ti>  l>o  iiiiulo  in  Mpecie. 
'1'hi'  Lnuir  is  niiw  very  Inrpr'. 


Very  respectfuliy,  etc., 


Uon.  C  0.  Mkmminger. 

Secrfiarif  nj  the  Treasury. 


J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State . 


Report  of  Colonel  Witt,  C  5.  Army,  of  slirmith  on  Bayou  fionfonca, 

Lottmana. 

IlEADQrARTEns. 

Ponchatouh,  Jm..  December  1,  !S6*, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  sooutinp  i>arty  of  25  men, 
under  rriy  orders,  helon^in^  to  Captain  Bredow's  company  of  Par- 
tisan Hangers,  conmiaiide<l  by  Lieutenant  Evans,  attacked  Federal 
steamboat  (f.  !$ro>vn,  mounting  '1  jjuils.  Lieiilerumt  Kvaris  reporl^s 
killing  1  men  and  luortfllly  wounding  1  on  said  boat.  The  boat 
was  running  up  the  rivci.-  Bonfoiica,  00  milcd  ea^t  uf  hero  and  tO 
miles  from  Fort  Pike.  After  the  first  fire  she  backed  down  the 
river,  shelling  the  woods  as  slie  went. 

I  liave  the  honor  further  (o  n^port  that  at  this  lime  there  are  no 
boats  in  the  lakes.  1  would  also  report  that  the  Federals  have  made 
an  encampment  40  miles  above  New  Orleans  on  the  Mississinpi 
River,  at  lAike's  plantation,  aud  I  have  reliable  information  liiat 
tfiey  have  movefl  'M)  miles  on  the  Mi.ssissippi  River  above  the  eneamp- 
mcnt.     However,   this  will  conic  under  General  Beall's  notice,  it 
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being  not  far  bolow  Baton  Rouge.     Only  2.000  Fo*leraJs  reported  . 
in  Now  Orlrans  at  this  tiiiiH  by  pers4>iw  ooniinfj  out. 

I  am,  ^enoml,  very  rosporlmllv,  your  *>bo4!u'nt  .sorvant, 

A.  K.  Witt, 
Oolonei,  Commaruiin^  Post. 
Lieiitenant-General  Pembektov. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Mafj'ilt,  G,  S.  Navy,  ctrtnmtjnding  C\  8.  S.  Florida, 
to  Lieutemmi  Averetl,  0.  8.  Navy. 

C.  S.  8.  FLoninA, 
Mobile  Bay,  December  3,  tS6^, 

Sin:  Eiliriencv  is  the  g^viat  consideration  with  the  C.  S.  N»vv. 
Perfwt  the  crew  r)f  t,!ii.s  vessel. 

Go  to  x\'\^h\,  tpiartei's  frequentivr  a»*l  think  only  of  the  c^Pat  anU 
grand  object  in  view:  .Southern  succe.ss,  Syiitliem  independence^ 
Southern  chivaUy.  So  far  as  (Jod  gives  us  the  on|iortunity.  let  us, 
to  the  fuU  extent  of  our  ability,  illustrate  the  Confederate  States 
Nav3^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


Lieutenant  Averett, 

Executive,  C,  8.  S.  Florida. 


J.  N.  Maffitt, 
Commanding  Florida, 


Report  oj  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S.  Nary,  regarding  candiiian  o/ 
Oonjederate  sefmoner  Dodge. 


[        Rt 

^1  Houston-.  Texas,  De-rmiber  8,  ISO/. 

^^r  Gekeiial:  You  were  pleased  In  ilirnct  me  to  state  to  you  the 
present  <M>ndttion  of  the  Confeilorate  schooner  Dodge.  The  Dtnige 
Ls  near  the  in<Mitli  of  the  San  Jat-inti)  River,  dbsniantted,  with  part 
of  her  apparel  placed  on  shore  in  the  neit^hborhood.  Tbo  vcssera 
bottom  IS  so  eaten  by  worms  as  to  require  re^ilar  piinipinp  to  keep 
her  ufhmt.  Her  sides  and  deeks  are  (tpen  and  leaky.  Sue  is  not 
available  Fi>r  aer\'ite  witlioiit  extensive  i-epairs  and  refitting.  Her 
crew,  with  tlie  exrepti-m  of  one  man,  suffieient  to  keep  her  atlont. 
have  recently  lK*en  transferred,  with  anus  and  ainniunition,  to  the 
steamer  linyon  City,  by  order  of  General  P  O.  Hi'bert,  0.  S.  Army, 
transmitted  to  n\e  through  Colonel  X.  H.  Oebruy. 

The  Dodge  being  thus  ren<lenMi  defenseless  and  in  no  condition 
for  service,  1  have  prepared  her  for  pi-ompt  ilestniction  should  this 
or  the  alteniativo  of  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  be  sub- 
mitted. I  am  now  witliout  the  means  of  effective  naval  action 
against  the  enemy,  who  is  now  in  pttssi'ssion  of  the  adjacent  eoivst 
and  waters.  May  I  not  next  in  nselulness  Iw  employed  in  «tbsMnir(ing 
and  defending  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  interior  by  the 
way  of  the  rivers? 

I  am,  respectfully,  W.  W.  IlrNTEU. 

Commandtr,  ('.  S.  Ntir\f, 
Superintending  ('(Htst  Dejenses  of  Trjxu: 

Major-General  .Tohn  B.  Maokioek,  C.  S.  Army, 

*  Commanding  Military  Division,  inehuling  State  oj  Texoji, 
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Order  of  Major-iien^ral  Mopruihr,  f.  S.  Army,  tu  CummmuUr  Hunger, 
0,  S,  Navy,  tfgttrdhtff  tliafmHition  of  Vonjtderuif  tieh>tmtfr  Ditdtje. 

Hpqrs.  DrsTKicr  of  Texas,  Nf.w  Mkxko.  and  AnizoNA. 

HouJtUm,  Ti'X.,  Drcf  miter  S,  tS6:i. 
Sib:  I  am  instructwJ  by  Major-CJenoral  .1.  B.  Magruflor  to  acknowl- 
pH^t**  the  rfcoipt  of  yowr  ('<tMitntiiii<-ati(»n  of  tliin  (late,  ami  to  conimu- 
iiii'tito  lo  ymi  liis  t'ml4»i*si»iiu'nl  Ihcrptui: 

(^>nimuni!i>r  lliintpr  will  Itim  nvpr  lo  (he  iimrU'riuostor's  (Irpnrtmoiit  Ih*  fluils.  hgjfinj;, 
laiikv.  iind  nil  ii|tpurtf  nftDc*y  of  llic  wIuxhut  Mw/^/r.  for  tin*  mm*  uf  v\w  dL'tmrtrtiGnl.  Also 
llir  M-!i'Miii(>r  hcrst'lf,  nftpr  hIti'  in  tlixniHiitlfil.  \\\t>  Inttor  U*  (m<  ^iiiik,  if  suitnnU*  for  that  piir^ 
pi»si>  ill  Ihf*  (ipinioti  tjf  Mnjor  f\ollnslir>(^.  al  any  nf  the  oljatniotious. 

lie  will  turn  o\^t  i\\f  X^ffft^t  of  tli)>  }>uuls.  with  itx  »milM,  uur^,  v\.c.,  hImi,  Id  llio  qiiart4>r- 
imiMUT,  ttluj  will  niiiw  Iht  to  Ih'mx^i^u'iI  l<vSi)rniil  Si^r^fniil  BiwltiuT,  for  llK"«ipiittl  scrviff. 
('iininiHiirlrr  lliititor  will  tlicn.  with  CitntAin  Fto^jpre  nnd  the  orcw"  now  on  Ixmir]  the  Ihiige, 
liilii"  flmrpc  of  tlif  dcfciiH'j*  on  the  Tnnily  Kiver  ul^>uvv  Libertv.  and  rewirl  fi\Hii  tiim'  t« 
liiiH*  lo  llioMT  lirnd(|iiHrl(<n:t  tliu  Mtiil(>  of  \\\fs  rivervt  fur  the  info riiis lion  of  the  eniiMiiaiiiiinK 
ppni'iiil 

Cftptitin  Hunter  will  plac^  kiniKelf  !n  oomiuunication  with  Mujor  H.  Wtuhin^Lun  ou  the 
Trinity,  luid  afford  liiiii  uil  ihii  lUMi^tarice  in  his  power. 

T  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IC.   P.  Tl  RXER, 

Agsistant  Adfutant-General. 
Conimaader  [\X.  W.]  Uitnter. 


Letter  from  K.  H,  Gushing  to  ifttjor-OenenU  Affujrader,  C.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  appearance  of  five  Federal  vessels  at  Sabine  I'ass. 

Decembkr  10,  1862. 
Deau  SrR:  1  am  informed  by  letter  from  a  reliable  pei-son  at 
Beaumont  tbat  five  vessels  appeared  olF  Sabine  Pass  on  the  7th 
and  uttompted  to  come  in,  but  faih'd  for  want  of  sufficient  water. 
Ttii'y  were  still  outside  when  Ids  infomiant  left.  They  held  coiiunu- 
nication  with  the  Federal  vessels  inside.  Their  character  is  ime 
transport,  one  large  steamer,  one  propeller,  and  two  sclioonei^. 
Tliiiikiiij^  that  pos>ibly  the  informalion  injty  ncit  have  reachetl  ymi, 
I  send  it  in.  HHve  ytju  any  late  Northern  papers  you  could  lend  me  f 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  II.  Cu8HiNa. 
Major-General  ^L\GnLTDEK. 

[KndnrMnitnt] 

Colonel  Dobray  will  please  send  copy  of  this  to  Major  Leon  Smith, 
who  has  gone  to  Niblett's  Bluff.  [La."],  and  also  station  a  company 
of  cavalry  near  Sabine  Pass  t^i  keep  watch  upon  (he  enemy's  move- 
ments and  rcfxirt  .such  at  once  to  tliese  headquarters. 
By  conitiiarul  of  Major-General  Magruder; 

H.  M.  Stannard, 

Aid-de-C-amp. 
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Lrilvr  Jrom  Chief  vj  Barrau  of  Ordtrn  and  OetttU  to  .\fagUfr  Appel,  C,  8. 
Navy,  reiwHn*?  appointment. 

C.  S.  Navv  Dkpartmknt, 
Oijice  of  Orders  and  Dektil,  Hichmoud,  lM't:mher  J,i,  1S62. 
Sir:  Your  appointtni'nl  as  arting  Miiwtor  in  X\w  Navy  of  the  Con- 
federate Statoa  IS  hereby  revoked.     The  paymaster  will  pay  you  up 
tu  ihU  date. 

KcHpef'trully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

F.  Forrest, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
P.  F.  Appel,  Ksq.,  . 

San  Jacinio,  Tex. 


Report  of  Caminamler  flunftr,  C.  S.  A'r/rw,  rfffartliwj  dijtpoffiHon  of 
Confederate  sclwontr  Ooige. 

CONFEDEHATE   ScHOONER   DoDOE, 

Off  San  Jacinlo,  December  16,  1862. 

General:  In  addition  to  j'^our  order  to  me  for  serrico  on  the 
Trinity  Kivor.  I  hitvi'  riiado  every  preparation  to  i)ronij>lIy  exectite 
the  i^anio  b\'  dispatching  the  provisions,  bout,  and  ba^>:a^4'  of  my 
tuinmand,  relying;  r<»nfi<lontly  that  (aa  yon  had  direcUHlj  the  quartiT- 
niftst-cr's  agent  wonl<l  be  ready  to  produtt**  his  receipt  for  the  C^on- 
federate  schooner  DodAje  and  her  apparel,  in  accordanee  with  the 
oflieiai  invoice  of  the  same  held  by  me.  The  a^ut  alluded  to,  Mr. 
C'hiibb,  hma  presented  liimself  without  any  receipts  othor  than  thosw? 
that  h(^  mav  pleHse  to  f^ivo,  and  with  none  from  (lie  unarlrnnaster. 
I  will  therefore  be  compelled  to  leave  Ciiptain  W.  K.  Uogers  to  turn 
over  the  vessel  and  join  nie  as  lie  can,  as  soon  as  possible.  I  will  leave 
the  vessel  in  his  cbari;e  with  tnie  man  of  the  crew.  1  would  r4'inark 
that  transportation  in  the  direction  I  am  going,  with  mv  linute<l 
means,  is  almost  inipiwsible  to  be  obtained.  I  must  Iheretore  avail 
mys4'!l  of  that  which  1  now  have. 

The  aj);ent  of  the  (luartermaster  (Xfr.  Chubb)  acknowledges  that  ho 
has  been  sliown  all  tilings  in  ac<ordanee  with  the  invoice,  yet  allinns 
that  ho  must  make  iuveutorj'  of  ever)'  si)eeific  niat-erial  in  the  e<|ui|»- 
ment  of  the  ves.sel—  in  shoi*t*  his  not  having  been  furnisheil  with  the 
pro|>er  receipts  from  a  responsible  oHicer  (as  I  know  that  von  had  in 
my  i>resonce  dii-er(ed)  may  veiy  nmch  embarrass  me.  (  cHrnestly 
re<pieHt  such  instruetions  may  be  fiiven  as  will  ennble  me  to  have,  »is 
siion  as  possible,  the  services  of  Ciiptain  Rogers  and  the  useful  man 
whieh  I  am  now  compelled  to  leave  with  him. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  VV.  Ik-NTER, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Major-Gencral  J.  B.  MAunroEU,  C.  S.  ;Viinv, 

Vontuutndimj  Dinfrirf  of  Texas,  New  Afej^'iro,  and  Arizotut. 
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Order  of  Commander  UufUer,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Rogers,  regarding 
disposition  of  Confederate  schooner  Dodge. 

C.  S.  Stiior>NEii  DouoE, 

Off  San  Jacinto,  Decembtr  io,  1862. 

On  rpt^eivin^  from  thr  tiuartorninHtiT  or  any  aullipnt.icattHi  ollicor 
from  tht»  ciiinntaiuliiig  general  a  receipt  for  tlic  C  8.  scluKHier  Dodge 
urnl  lii>r  aimnrel,  now  near  San  Jacinto,  which  shall  be  in  accordance 
witti  tliL-  unicial  invoice  of  the  same,  which  is  herewith  handtMl  you, 
\i\w  will  deliver  the  same  to  hitn  an<l  proceed  with  all  dispulih  \\'\i\x 
whoever  may  ix'inain  with  you  of  the  crew  under  your  command  lo 
join  nic  at  Captain  Uaniilton  Watihiiiglon's  plantation  on  the  Trinity 
Kiver. 

I  am,  respectfully,  W.  W.  Hitnter, 

Commander,  C  S.  Navy. 
Captain  W.  F.  Rogers, 

Commanding  Sctumner  Dodge. 

P.  S. — My  orders  and  my  duty  require  my  immediate  doparturn 
for  the  Trinity  River. 


i; 


Journal  of  Comnia7ider  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 

* 

CONFEPRRATE   ScHOOXER   DoDOE, 

Off  S<t7i  Jneiiito,  Ttx.,  Dtcember  18,  180S. 

By  order  of  Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder,  C.  P.  A.,  employed 
wagons  and  transported  to  Colonel  Hamilton  Washington's  nlaiitTi- 
tion  on  Trinity  River,  Polk  Ck>iuity,  Texas,  under  orders  to  ohslrucl 
and  defend  T'i'inity  River  and  eastern  Texas,  William  W.  Hunter, 
commander.  C.  S.  Navy;  Henry  Otictdiajip,  carpenter;  Samuel  Bolts, 
si?niuan:  Mr.  William  Beazley,  captains  clerk;  Mr.  Chester  Cugdon, 
himtswnin;  John  McCann,  ijuartcrnutster;  William  ISeilgac.  soanum; 
Ilumilton  Heazloy,  seaman:  Andn>w  1.  I.-^aacs,  seaman.  Left  (-npt^in 
y\.  P.  Rogers,  commanding  schooner  Dodge,  and  Prank  Dcllnrett, 
acting  officer's  steward,  on  hoard  schooner  Dodge,  to  deliver  up  tlie 
vessel  to  the  ouarttn'master  on  the  presentation  of  proper  roceipta  for 
the  same,  in  ol>e<Hen<:e  to  ordei-s  from  the  commanding giMU'ral. 

Drrtmher  tS.  1862. — Arrived  at  Culiniel  WttHhingtt!n's  plantation, 
Trinity  River. 

Decemher  /.9.— Hutted  the  men  and  prepared  to  construct  hoats  for 
work  on  Trinity  River. 

December  ^0. — Kmployed  as  yesterday  and  in  selecting  proper 
jMtsitions  to  c^jiwtruct  harriers  on  Trinfty  River  and  in  colle»^ting 
men,  materials,  etc.  Mr.  Isaacs,  with  wagons,  hoats,  oars,  sail,  cook- 
ing utensils,  haggage  of  men,  arrived  at  Trinity'  River.  Kmployed  as 
yestcrdav  collectuig  armed  men  and  laborers  to  obstruct  and  defend 
Trinity  ftiver. 

ht'ctniin'r  21. — Sahhath.     Weather  calm. 

Dfeentbt^r  23. -Monday.  Emnloyed  with  Mr.  Carr  in  examining 
the  rountrj'  and  selecting  a  suitaole  place  fur  barricades  of  tlie  Trinity 
liivi'r,  that  which  1  call  the  upper  one.  Determined  to  place  it  below 
the  mouth  of  Maynard's  Creek.  10  miles  by  the  river  from  Colonel 
Washington's  and  4  miles  by  laud.     Tho  next  at  Tamier's  BluJf ,  about 
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GO  milps  below  Colonel  Wa.siiiii^t<)irs  plaritutioii  and  about  40  uiiles 
tilMJve  LiJHTtv.  Tho  iH'xl  \}y  lloiiliiig  UiuIht  and  mfts  near  fNt'w 
Orleanii  and 'fextts]  Uailwuy  luidtre  at  LiluMty.  Takiiiy  moasui-es  to 
ul>lain  a  levj'  in  mass  ot  the  people  of  the  neijilihoriiip  couiitiy,  iitider 
and  (ivcr  aj;e,  fordefens**  of  Ijarriei-s  and  c4>unM  y  adjaeent.  Appointed 
Mr.  William  Herbert  Beazley  clerk  to  roninmnder  W.  W.  HnnUT. 
V.  b.  Navy,  fn)ni  the  day  *>r  liis  perfunnance  of  that  duty,  viz.  Sep- 
tember 7,  IStt'J,  at  San  Jac-into,  Tex. 

Ufcemha'  «'*•>.  Uispat<:hed  by  mail  monthly  report  to  hoiioruhle 
Navy  Department,  and  dat^'d  i4lh  Dereinbrr,  Isfi2,  and  alho  lo  Pay- 
master John  \V.  Nixon,  paynniyter.  C.  S.  Navy,  at  Ja^^kson.  State  of 
Mississippi,  a  ]etlt>r  with  et>tinuite  for  funds  for  six  niontlu^  from  Janu- 
arv  i.  IH6'J,  for  my  naval  comnnind.  for  SB, 050,  mailed  at  Smilh- 
lieVl,  Polk  t'ounty,  Tex.  This  l)eing  Christnuus  Day,  rested  the  men 
from  labor.  At  I  p.  m.  Captain  W.  V.  Ko^ers  ami  Frank  Dellbrelt 
(ollicers'  steward)  arrived  at  Colonel  Washington's,  having  <lehvi're<l 
the  schooner  Ihxlge  to  the  quartermaster  by  oraer  of  General  Magnider 
ut  San  Jacinto,  on  tlie  —  day  of  I)ecend»er,  lS6"i. 

December  ^fi-  Weather  ("loudy,  wind  nortli.  I  note  ha viiijj  entered 
Wesley  Isaacs  lus  a  seaman  in  the  C  S.  Navy  on  tlic  1st  day  ut  Dcceni- 
ber,  I.S02.  IHs  services  are  (*ssential  in  my  dnti*^  barricadiiij;  the 
Trinity  Kiver.  Employed  felling  tiiiifier  am!  making  scows,  with 
nine  of  Colonel  lltimiltun  Washinijlon's  negroes,  who  have  been  so 
ew^A^eiX  since  the  I9th  of  tliis  month. 

Dt'Cfinhi'r  27.     Clear,  with  a  north  wind. 

Ihcemhcr  29.  Monday-  Weather  dark  and  drizzling.  Kmploycd 
oonstruelinj;  scows  on  'rrinity  Kiver.  Collecting  ox  horns  to  make 
p<i\vderhorns.  ColJectin^  Hohooners  to  form  l)arners  lo  river,  with  ox 
teams,  boats,  etc.  Collecting  old  arms  for  repair,  to  arm  tlic  JalK>rers, 
etc.  Learned  that  the  advunce  of  an  army  td  the  em'iny  lia<l  landed 
at  (ialvesloii  and  MoMvar  Point  on  the  24th  instant,  and  tliat  seven 
transports  more  with  troo]>s  were  daily  expected  at  the  same  place. 
.\t  1  p.  m.  Mr,  Samuel  IsHHr-s  delivered  a  wagon  loail  of  pm visions  and 
pid)Uo  property  fmm  the  (\)nfederate  sch<K)ner  Dmige  from  Sftn 
Jacinto  to  Trinity  River,  distant  75  miles,  in  Polk  County,  Tex. 

December  ifO,  3J. — Kmploye<l  building  scows  lo  ob.struet  Trinity 
River. 

Jtmuttry  /.  ISfiS.-  -Kmnloye<l  arranging  arms  and  ammunition  and 
distributing  these  in  reaainess  to  meet  any  outbreak  of  jiegroes  and 
for  ser\-i<'e  against  the  enemy. 

January  i.^Paid  Wesley  Isaacs  $20  for  a  beef  for  rations  for  my 
naval  command.     Employed  building  scows. 

Jatiuanj  if.— Employe<l  as  vesterdav  and  in  collecting  laborers  and 
material  to  obstnict  'I'rinity  kiver.  Learned  by  General  Magi'iider's 
published  oflicial  report  that  on  the  moniing  of  the  1st  of  *Mnuar}', 
instant,  he  had  captured  000  prisoners,  Massachusetts  Forty-second 
Regiment,  and  bv  troops  on  boanl  nnr  tw(t  river  steamers,  viz,  the 
fiinjfiu  ('itif  and  Sicfthinr,  under  command  of  Majtir  Leon  Smith, cap- 
tured by  Warding  iji  Galveston  Bay  the  Federal  sl*an»cr  Uarnttt 
huir.,  two  transport  barks,  and  one  schooner. 

January  4-    Sabbnih  dav.     Weal  her  clear  and  pleasant. 

January  5.-  Monday.  Employed  building  scows  and  in  collecting 
laborers  to  obstruct  Trmity  River. 

January  6. — Weather  clear.     ICmph»yiMi  .siune  as  yesterday. 
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Janvnry  7. — Weatherclear,  wind  N.  W.  Reported  to tlio honorable 
Navy  Department  an  airount  of  ihc  uttack  mi  Galvp^loii  luid  tho 
capture  of  tlio  Korty-secontl  Re>;iii)orit  Massaohiiwtts  troooii,  with 
l!ie  stetmicr  IJnrrIrt  I.anr,  barks  EVutft  f'ih-  and  CaixtUo,  and  n  pilot 
boat  st'Iitioiinr.  TIic  rest  of  t!io  cnoniy's  stiiiach'on,  viz,  the  Ov^agro  and 
Clijton  and  a  small  pronellor,  iiiakini;  llirn*  Ohiap*'  with  flaga  uf  truce 
*b''"B'  '^'^**  enemy  also  burned.  Clew  iin.  and  al>andoued  their 
steamer,  the  Wrnifidd,  (jf  iM^hl  ^ns.  Einploved  as  yf-ster(Jay  build- 
ing scows  and  collectinj^  laboroi-s  to  obstruttt  Trinity  liivor. 

Januanj  <V. — Wiiui  Si .  K..  with  rain.     KnipIoye<i  as  yesterday. 

,January  9. — Wind  N.  K.;  clmidy.  Kninloyed  as  \'esterday. 
Received  on  the  Sth  (yesterday)  and  forwarded  to  Major  H.  Waan- 
ington  in  one  of  the  adjoining  counties  a  disputrh  from  liie  command- 
ing general  and  reporti-d  t}ie  same  by  the  messenger  to  headquarters. 

./auuunf  10,  //.-  Weather  clear;  wind  northward.  lOtnployed 
building  boaUs  fi»r  Trinity  Kiver.  Reported  work  and  ser^'icc  to 
General  Miigruder. 

January  7;.^.  Weather  cloudy;  winri  from  t!ie  northward.  Ar- 
ranged in  council  with  head  men  of  CVOiatlu  [Coashatta  ?]  and  Ala- 
bama Indians  for  the  services  of  tlieir  warriors  and  signals  for  thoir 
assembling.  Repairingarnis, etc.  Learneil  llial  llie  firin/hfyn,nleam 
sloop,  had  resumed  the  blmkade  of  (ialveston. 

January  !ii.     Employed  building  .scows  on  Trinity  River. 

January  /.{.^Weather  rainy.  Colonel  Washington  dispatched 
one-lhird  of  his  laborers  with  provisions  jmd  tools  ttjward  Galveston, 
in  answer  to  a  call  front  the  commanding  general.  The  streams 
found  Ut  be  im[>a.ssable:  laborers  delayed  in  progress. 

January  /.v. ^Weather  very  cold;  ice  tormed  three-fourths  inch 
thick,  Working  party  returned,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  way  of 
Libert)*.     John  McC'ann,  (|uartermasu>r,  very  ill  of  pneumonia. 

Janwir^l  /ff.  -Weather  clear  and  coM;  wind  north.  Employed 
constructmg  Jmts  for  the  men  and  building  scows. 

Janft-ary  17. — l)ispftl^'lH'd  one-tliinl  of  ('olonel  }l.  Wasliington's 
lahftrera  by  the  way  of  fjiberty  to  Galveston,  on  the  call  of  the  com- 
manding general.  Weather  cloudy;  wind  easterly,  Sent  to  Liberty 
$20  to  ptircha.se  medicines,  by  Mr.  Ueazley. 

Januanf  iS  to  February  S.  Emjdoyed  as  iisual  buihling  scows,  etc. 
On  the  ;id^  finished  and  Itrouebt  one  of  the  scows  to  Colonel  H.  Wash- 
ington's and  proceeded  witli  her  up  the  Trinity  River  for  corn  for 
food  and  forage. 

Fthruary  4  '«  FebriMfy  0. — Employed  collecting  provisions,  grain, 
etc.,  for  food  and  forage.     Storing  llie  sanie  and  budding  scows. 

Ffhrunry  iff.  Tucs<lay.  Wind  south  and  east*  weather  clear. 
Einploved  making  tent.s  for  naval  command.  Mailed  monthly  report 
to  tlie'lionorable  Xavy  Department. 

February  11  to  February  15. — Employed  as  u.sua].  Mailed  to  Cap- 
tain Edmund  P.  Turner,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General 
Magruder'rt  .stafT.  at  Houston,  Tex.,  a  letter  and  requisition  for  and 
on  Paymaster  John  W.  Nixon,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  Jafk.son.  State  of  Mis- 
.si.ssippi,  for  funds  for  my  naval  command  for  six  months  from  1st 
Januarj-.  1863.  to  be  fonvarded  to  him,  this  being  the  triplicate,  the 
original  and  duplicate  having  been  mailed  to  him  from  Smithfield, 
Polk  County,  Tex.,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1862,  and  the  mail 
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following  tbat  date,  and  no  reply  having  b«en  received  by  mo,  W.  W. 
Hunter,  commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Febnianj  16.  -Tuesday.     Employed  as  yeMterday. 

Fe.hrnart/  /?".  — \Vednes<lay-  Wcatlier  clear,  riilm,  and  foggy. 
Trinity  Kfver  lias  risen  and  is  rising  fast,  overflowing  the  lowlantfs. 
Employed  preparing  for  the  uvorMow  of  the  river.  Sirk,  2  men.  1 
with  pueumuniu,  1  with  chills  and  fever.  Tliree  Indians  of  the 
Cachnttu  trihe  tlied  within  a  few  days  of  pneumonia. 

Februanj  /.V.— Thursday.  Trinity  liiver  threatening  an  overflow; 
bndges  carried  away;  nniil  between  Sniithfield  and  Lilwrty  unabln 
to  travel.  Enkployed  fitting  scows  with  oars  and  rowlo<!ks  and  mak- 
ing tents.      Wenther  clriir;  wind  variable. 

rebruaru  :i(>.  Saturdav.  Weather  rainy:  wind  variable.  River 
rose  I  inch  last  nii^ht.  Kinployed  cutting  a  road  on  the  opposit-e 
side  of  the  river  to  nigh  ground  in  case  of  an  overflow.  Sick  men,  2. 
Received  a  letter  I rom  General  Magruder,  postmarked  February'  13, 
but  dated  February  10,  1S63.  on  the  subject  of  ijivestigating  the" con- 
duct of  Jjieutenant--Colonel  X.  B.  Debray. 

Febnuiry  St  to  April  6.  Employed  as  usual,  nothing  of  int«rc6t 
occurring. 

April  O.^Av.  .Tames  F.  Beck,  messenger  from  Paymaster  John  W. 
Nixon,  C.  S.  Navj',  at  Jackson,  \tiss.,  arrived;  received  fnnn  him  his 
dispatch. 

Anril  n.  -Saturday.  Weather  cloud  v;  wind  light  from  the  south- 
ward and  eastward;  river  rising.  Kmi>loye(l  lus  yesterday.  Yester- 
day received  orders  to  Richtnond,  Va.,  from  tlie  honorable  War 
Department,  detaching  me  from  servieo  under  War  Denartiuent, 
dated  February  0.  1S63,  forwarded  by  Major-Ueneral  'I.  B.  Magruder. 

April  /.^. ^Monday.  Weather  cloudy,  with  light  rain;  wind  light 
from  north  and  east.  ICrnploved  preparing;  to  transfer  naval  com- 
mand to  Confederate  steamer  llarrtet  Ijine  in  Oalve.ston  Bay. 

April  Z^.— Tuesday.  Weather  clear;  wind  north  and  west;  river 
rising.  Paid  oflicei-s  and  crew  of  Ci)nfoHcrate  schooner  [hnlgr  uy  to 
1st  April,  lStt:i,  on  this  day.  William  Herbert  Beaxley  resignea  bis 
appointment  of  clerk  to  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter  on  the  9th  day 
of  April.  1 863. 

.l/>ri7  75.  —Wednesday.  Weather  clear;  light  wind  from  the  north 
and  east;  river  rising  slowly,  llispati'lunl  Captain  W.  F.  Rogers 
with  the  seamen  of  mv  naval  command  from  Colonel  Hamilton  Wash- 
ington's plantation.  l\>lk  County,  Tex.,  on  Trinity  River,  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  Lieutenant  C^mitiuinding  J.  N.  Barney.  ('.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing Confederate  steamer  finrriet  jAjrw,  in  (iaiveslon  Bay;  said  men 
dispatched  in  the  steamer  Alamo  at  1 1 :4o  a.  m. 

April  W  to  April  22. — Thursday.  Weather  cloudy,  with  light  aira 
from  the  southward;  river  about  at  a  stand.  At  2  p.  m.  Captain 
W.  K.  Rogers  returned  from  having  delivered  my  naval  command  to 
Lieutenant  Ci>nunanding  d.  N.  Barnej',  C.  S.  Navy,  on  boaixl  tho 
Confederate  steamer  Harriet  hme. 

Aoril  ^4- — ^Friday.  Weather  cloudy:  lipht  breesws  from  the  east- 
waro;  river  falling.  Deparled  for  Richmond,  Va.,  from  Colonel 
HnmiJton  Washington's  plantation  on  Trinity  River,  near  Smithfield, 
Polk  County.  Tex.,  with  Captain  W.  K.  Rogers,  serving  in  naval 
service  Confederate  States,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beazlcy,  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
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Bca/loy,  of  Texas,  in  comimiiy,  tmvi'tinj;  to  HicliinrjiKl.     DeparUid 

U(    1    [).  III. 

Wm.  W.  IUntkk, 
Commamhr,  C.  S.  Navy. 

(Jnlcr  of  Major-Gencral  Ma^'udfr,  C.  8.  Army,  lo  Capiain  Rogers,  regard- 
ht^  dijtpoMon  oj  Cmifederaif  schooner  Dodge. 

Hpgns.  DisT.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  anu  Ahizona, 

Uonaion,  Tfj:.,  iJecfViber  17,  ISe^. 
Sir:  The  major-Koneral  commanding  this  department  dirwts  that 
you  turn  over  to  Captain  E.  C.  Wharton,  assistant  (uiartornuvstor.  or 
tij  Captain  Th<»uia.s  Chiibh.  his  autlmri/^'d  agi-nt,  tiii'  cuttpr  Dodge, 
with  all  of  ln?r  appiirtenann's,  in  detail,  for  which  Captain  Wliarton 
wiJJ  give  receipts  and  take  invoices. 

1  am,  SIT,  veiy  respectfully,  yoiu'  ohedient  servant, 

HeNKV    PKNDLETf)N, 

Captain  and  Acting  QitaJiemiaster. 
Captain  W.  F.  Rogebs, 

Oommandinff  Dodge. 


LfUcr  Jmm  forfign  amifuiar  officers  in  Oalreston  to  Major-fjcncral 
Magnuler,  C.  S.  Army,  requesting  inforrnatitin  in  view  of  the  restric- 
iian  of  communication. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  December  2£,  1S62. 
Oevkral:  We,  the  undersigned,  having  received  a  commttnicalion 
from  the  mayor  of  this  city,  Mr.  Geoi-ge  H  .  Grover,  atating  that  notice 
has  heen  given  by  Cohinel  Dehray,  conniiandiJig  the  Suhmilitary 
Dintrict  of  Houston,  that  all  oommunicalion.s  between  this  city  and 
the  interior  of  the  State  are  now  cut  off,  have  respectfully  (o  request 
you  to  state,  for  our  informatitui  and  guidance,  if  this  order  is  in- 
UMided  to  pndiibit  ii.s  from  oliiaiuiiig  provisions  from  the  Stale  which 
are  neceHsaiy  for  the  support,  of  the  aliens  remaining  at  tiie  port  and 
wlio  now  compose  tiie  majority  of  the  inhabitantj3. 

We  have  the  honor  to  &e,  your  obedient  servants, 

ARiHirR  T.  Ltnx, 
Her  Britannic  Majegh/n  Consul,  et  af. 

Major-Goneral  J.  B.  Maori;i>£R,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Militnry  District  of  Texas,  «tte.,  Houston,  Ttx. 


Proclamation  by  the  President. 

Whereas  a  communication  was  addressed  on  the  fith  day  of  July 
last  (ISfi2|  by  General  Uohert  E.  Lee,  acting  under  the  instrtictioiis 
of  the  Sccielary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to 
General  H.  W.  Ilalleck,  gencral-in-chief  of  the  United  States  iVrmy, 
informing  the  latter  that  a  report  had  reached  this  Government  that 
William  B.  Mumford,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  had  been 
executed  by  the  United  States  authorities  at  >Jow  Orleans  for  having 
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nulled  down  the  Unitffd  States  fiap  in  that  city  before  ite  occupation 
nv  tlie  fnn'cs  f)f  iho  United  States,  and  railing  for  a  statrment  tif 
tfio  facLs,  with  a  view  to  retaliation,  if  such  an  outrage  had  really 
been  coniniitted  under  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States; 

And  wlieroas  (no  answer  havini^  been  roeeived  to  said  Iptter) 
another  letter  was,  atx  tlie  2d  August  lasl  (I.S(i2),  addressod  by  Gen- 
eral l^ee.  under  iny  instruetions,  to  Oennral  llallefk,  renewinir  ibe 
enquiry  in  n'iation  to  the  said  exeeution  itf  said  Mumford,  with  the 
infonnatiuM  timt  in  the  event  of  not  re<etving  a  reply  within  iift)*en 
days  it  would  be  asHunu'd  that  the  fact  alleged  was  true  and  wa&^H 
sanctioned  by  the  Government  of  (he  United  States;  ^H 

And  whereas  an  answer,  dated  on  the  7th  August  hist  (I.S(i2),  was 
addreysed  to  General  l>ee  bv  General  II.  \V.  Halleck.  the  said  general* 
in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  allp'n'n^  sulHcient  cause 
for  failure  to  make  early  reply  to  said  letter  ol  tilb  .lidy.  asserting 
that  "No  authentic  information  had  been  received  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  Munifonl,  but  nu>asure:i  will  be  iiumcdiately  taken  to 
ascertain  the  fai-tj*  of  the  alleged  execution,"  and  pnjuiising  that 
General  Irfe  should  be  duly  informed  thereof;  ^m 

And  whereas  on  the  *J9tH  November  last  (IS62),  another  letter  wa^^| 
ad<lressed,  under  my  Instructions,  by  Robert  Ouhl,  (\mfederat4'  agent 
for  Irhe  exchange  of  prisonei's  under  the  cartel  lietwecn  the  t\vu  t^nv- 
ernment^s,  to  f^ieulenant-roloiu*!  VV.  II.  Ludhtw,  agent  of  tlie  Untt4'd 
States  under  said  cartel,  informing  bini  that  the  explanations  prom- 
ised in  the  said  letter  of  General  fialleek  of  7th  August  last  had  not 
yet  been  received,  and  that  if  no  answer  was  sent  to  this  (Joverument 
within  fifteen  days  from  the  delirerv  of  this  last  (cnnnuniieation  it 
woidd  be  considered  tliat  an  answer  is  deriinod; 

And  whereas  by  letter  dated  on  the  'id  day  of  the  present  month 
of  December,  the  said  I^ieutenant-Uolonel  Ludlow  apnrised  the  said 
Kobert-  Ould  that  the  above  recited  coniiuunieation  of  UlMh  Novem- 
ber had  been  received  and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
United  States; 

And  whereas  tins  last  delay  of  ilftren  days  allowed  for  answer  lias 
elapsed  and  no  answer  has  been  receivetl; 

And  whereas,  in  addition  t^  the  tacit  admission  resulting  from  the 
above  refusal  to  answer,  1  have  received  evi{|enoe  fully  establishing 
the  truth  of  the  fact  that  the  said  William  B.  Muniforil.  a  citizen  of 
this  C'oufederaey,  was  actnnliy  and  j>ublicl3-  executed  in  euhi  bl<M»d, 
by  hanging,  after  the  occupation  of  the  city  <jf  New  Orlenns.  by  the 
forces  uniler  the  C4»niniand  (»f  (ienenil  BonjiiFuin  K.  nnller.  when  said 
Mumford  was  an  unresisting  and  rioiicfunbattant  captive,  and  for  no 
offense  even  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  him  subsetpicnt  to 
the  date  of  the  capture  of  the  said  city;. 

And  whereas  the  silence  of  the  Government  of  the  T'nited  States 
and  its  maintaining  of  said  Butler  in  high  oITice  under  it.s  authority 
for  niany  months  after  his  commission  of  an  act  that  ran  be  vieweii 
in  no  other  light  tJian  as  a  deliberate  murder,  il*i  well  as  of  numerous 
other  outrajjcs  and  atrocities  hereinafter  to  be  mentioned.  alTord  evi- 
dence onlv  too  conclusive  tlmt  the  said  Goverrunent  snnrtions  the 
conduct  of  said  Butler  and  is  determined  that  he  shall  remain  unpun- 
ished for  his  (Times. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
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fttfttcs  of  Amorifn,  and  in  their  name,  do  pronounce  and  declare  the 
sail]  lienjnmiii  K.  Butler  to  he  a  felon,  deserving  (if  fu|)it)il  punish- 
ment. 1  do  urder  thai  he  Ik*  no  longer  considered  or  treated  sinipty 
as  a  public  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  hut  as  an 
outlaw  and  common  enemy  of  mankind,  and  that  in  event  of  his  ean- 
turi'  the  ollicer  iti  roinmand  of  the  capturitij;  force  ilo  cause  him  to  he 
immediateiy  executed  by  hanpng;  and  1  do  further  order  that  no 
riiinuiis.sione<l  ollicer  of  the  United  Stiites  tnken  captive  sludl  be 
released  on  parole  before  exchange  until  the  said  Butler  shall  have 
met  witli  due  ]>unishment  for  his  crimes. 

.\nd  whereas  the  hostilitii^s  waged  against  this  Confederacy  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  luider  the  comnuiiu!  of  said  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  have  home  no  resemblance  U>  sucli  warfare  as  is  alone  per- 
missible by  the  rules  of  intemational  law  or  the  usages  of  civilization, 
hut  have  been  characterized  by  repeated  atrocilies  am!  rMitra*5««, 
among  the  large  uumber  of  wliich  the  following  may  be  cited  a« 
examples: 

Peaceful  and  aged  citi7,ens,  uuresi.sting  captives  and  noncoinbat- 
tanUs.  have  been  conlined  at  hard  lalior,  with  balls  aud  chains  attaihed 
to  their  limbs,  atul  are  .*^till  so  held  in  diuigeons  and  fortresses. 

Others  have  been  subjected  to  a  like  degrading  punishment  fur  sell- 
ing medicines  to  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  soUliei-s  of  the  United  States  have  been  invited  and  encouraged 
bv  general  orders  to  insult  and  outrage  the  wives,  the  mi)lher.s,  and 
tfie  sisters  uf  our  citizens. 

Ilelpliss  woiueii  have  twen  toi-n  from  their  homes  and  subjected 
Ut  solitary  cunlinemcnt.  some  in  fortri'ssi's  and  prisons,  and  one  espe- 
cially on  an  island  of  barren  sand  under  a  tropical  sun,  have  been  fed 
with  loatlisome  rations  thai  hud  been  condenmed  as  unfit  for  soldiers, 
and  Imve  been  expo.sc(i  to  the  vilest  insulU. 

Prisoners  of  war  who  surrendered  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States 

ppt 

Kepeated  |)retexis  have  been  sought  or  invented  for  plundering  the 
inhiibilaiits  of  tlu*  cajitun-d  ci(y  by  tines  levied  and  exa<:ted  under 
threat/  of  imprisoning  recusants  at  hwrd  labor  with  ball  and  chain. 

The  entire  population  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  have  been  forced 
to  elect  i)etween  starvation,  by  the  coiiHscatinn  of  all  their  property, 
and  taking  an  oath  against  conscience  to  bear  allegiance  to  the  invaii- 
ers  of  their  t-uuntrj*. 

Kgrcss  from  the  city  has  been  refused  to  thos**  whose  fortitu<Ie 
withstoiMl  the  test,  even  to  lone  and  aged  women  and  (u  helpless  chil- 
dren, and  after  being  ejfvU'd  from  their  homes  and  rubbed  of  their 
property  they  huvc  been  left  to  starve  in  the  streets  or  subsist  on 
charily. 

The  slaves  have  !>een  driven  from  the  plantations  in  the  neighbor- 
hooti  of  Xew  Orleans  till  their  tiwners  wmild  consent  to  share  the 
croi»s  with  the  c^itiuniiniling  gencrnl,  his  brother,  Andivw  J.  Butler, 
and  other  nlUcers;  and  when  sueli  consent  had  been  extorted  the 
slaves  have  been  restored  to  the  plantations  and  there  compelled  to 
work  under  the  bayonets  of  gmirds  of  United  Slates  soldiers. 

Wheiv  this  partnership  was  refused  armed  expeditions  have  l>een 
sent  to  the  plaiitat  ions  to  rob  iheni  of  everything  that  was  susceptible 
of  removal,  and  even  slaves  too  aged  or  iunrm  for  work  have,  in  spite 


States  on  a^^reement  that  they  should  be  I'eleased  on  parole  have  been 
seized  and  kept  iu  close  conlinemeut. 
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of  their  entreaties,  been  forced  from  the  homes  provided  by  the  own- 
ers and  driven  to  wander  helpless  on  the  highway. 

By  a  recent  general  order  (No.  91)  the  entire  property  in  that  part 
of  Louisiana  lymg  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  has  been  sequestrated 
for  confiscation,  and  officers  have  been  assigned  to  duty  with  orders 
**to  gather  up  and  collect  the  personal  property  and  turn  over  to  the 
proper  officers  upon  their  receipts  such  oi  said  property  as  may  be 
required  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Army;  to  collect  together 
all  the  other  personal  property  and  bring  the  same  to  New  Orleans 
and  cause  it  to  be  sold  at  pubhc  auction  to  the  highest  bidders  " — an 
order  which,  if  executed,  condemns  to  perish  by  starvation  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  human  beings  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  condi- 
tions, and  of  which  the  execution,  although  forbidden  to  iniliUiry 
officers  by  the  orders  of  President  Lincohi,  is  in  accordance  with  the 
confiscation  law  of  our  enemies,  which  he  has  directed  to  be  enforced 
through  the  agency  of  civil  officials. 

And,  finally,  the  African  slaves  have  not  only  been  excited  to  insur- 
rection by  every  license  and  encouragement,  but  numbers  of  tliem 
have  actually  been  armed  for  a  servile  war — a  war  in  its  nature  far 
exceeding  in  horrors  the  most  merciless  atrocities  of  the  savage. 

And  \vlieroas  the  officers  under  the  command  of  the  said  Butler 
have  been  in  many  instances  active  and  zealous  agent,s  in  the  com- 
mission of  these  crimes,  and  no  instance  is  known  of  the  refusal  of 
any  one  of  them  to  participate  in  the  outrages  above  narrated; 

And  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has,  l)y  public  and 
official  declaration,  signified  not  only  his  a])proval  of  the  effort  to  excite 
servile  war  within  the  C()nfcderacy,  but  liis  intention  to  give  aid 
and  encouragement  thereto  if  these  independent  States  shall  continue 
to  refuse  subini.ssion  to  a  foreign  nower  after  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  lias  thus  made  known  tiiat  all  ajjpeal  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
the  dictates  of  reason,  and  tlic  instincts  of  humanity  would  be  ad- 
dressed in  vain  to  our  enemies,  and  that  thej'  can  be  deterred  from 
the  commission  of  these  crimes  only  by  the  terrors  of  just  retribution: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  JefTcrson  Davis.  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  acting  by  their  authority,  appealing  to  the 
Divine  Judge  in  attestation  tnattheir  conduct  is  not  guided  by  the 
passion  of  revenge,  but  tliat  they  reluctantly  yield  to  tlie  solemn 
duty  of  repressing,  by  necessary  severity,  crimes  of  wliich  their 
citizens  are  the  victims,  do  issue  this  my  luochumition.  and  b}- 
virtue  of  my  authority  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Airnies  of 
the  Confederate  States  do  order 

1st.  That  all  commissioned  ofiicers  in  the  command  of  said  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler  be  declared  not  entitled  to  l)e  considered  as  soldiers 
engaged  in  honorable  warfare,  but  as  robbeis  and  criiiiinals,  ileserv- 
ing  of  death;  and  that  they  and  each  of  them  be,  whenever  capttired. 
reserved  for  execution. 

2d.  That  the  private  soldiers  and  n(mcommissioned  officers  in 
the  army  of  said  liiitler  be  considered  as  only  tlie  insiruinents  used 
for  the  commission  of  the  crimes  perpetrate<l  by  his  orders  and  not 
as  free  agents;  that  they  therefore  l>e  treated,  wlicn  capluri'd,  as 
prisoners  of  war,  with  lcindne.ss  and  humanity.  an<]  1h'  sent  home 
on  the  usual  parole,  that  they  will  in  no  nninn<-r  aid  or  serve  the 
United  States  in  any  capacity  during  l!>e  continuance  i>f  tliis  war 
unless  duly  exchanged. 
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3d.  That  all  negro  slaves  captured  in  arms  be  at  oncD  delivered 
ov€W*  to  tlie  executive  aut)ioritios  of  lh<^  respective  State^^  to  which 
they  belong,  to  be  dealt  with  accordin";  to  the  hiws  of  said  States. 

4th.  That  tlie  like  orders  be  executed  in  all  t-ases  witli  respect  to 
all  conunissionod  olfu-ers  of  the  Ifnitetl  Stales  wlien  found  staving 
in  couipany  with  uniied  -sltLve.■^  in  insurrection  agaiitst  the  authorities 
of  the  tlitfcrent  Stiit<'s  of  tliis  (\infederacy. 

In  testimony  whe:ret»f  1  liave  signed  these  presents  and  caused 
tlie  seal  of  the  t'onfederato  States  of  America  to  he  allixed  thereto 
at  the  city  of  Ki<'hni(ind.  on  this  21-Jd  day  of  December,  in  tlie  year 
of  our  Lord  une  thousand  eijjht  hundred  and  sixty-twti. 

[sKAi..]  Jkkfeusox  Davis. 

By  the  President : 
.T.  P.  Bknjamin, 

Sevi*cUinj  oj  State. 

Note. — The  above  sij;nature  of  Jefferson  Davis  is  in  my  hand- 
writing, and  was  atlixed  by  me  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  President,  given  to  me  in  Cafiiiiet  meeting,  just  befure  his 
departure  for  the  west. 

.1.  V.  Bevjamin, 

Secrttary  of  Sfoie. 

Prodamation  by  Ihe  President. 

By  virtue  of  tlie  power  vested  in  me  by  law,  to  declare  the  sus- 
pension of  the  pnvilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  cities  threat- 
ened with  invasion: 

I,  JefTersim  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
do  pnxiaini  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Jiabeas  corpus  is  sus- 
pended in  tlie  city  of  Vicksljurg  and  the  adjoining  and  surrounding 
country  to  the  distance  of  10  miles. 

In  faith  wlicreof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  and  set  my 
seal  at  the  city  »>1  Jackson,  un  I  his  twenty-lhird  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

[seal.]  Jefferson  Davis. 

A  true  copy: 

G.  W,  C.  Lek, 
Colonef  and  Aid-d^-^^omv. 


Gathering  of  crops  in  Louimanti  h\j  United  Staic^  forces. 

Tditimony  of  Veairs.  Ualford  and  FloruiDe. 

James  II.  Mulford,  a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  baving  been  required 
by  the  unJcr.signcd,  Secretary  of  State,  to  make  a  statement  of  the 
facts  conneoteawilh  the  gatherins  of  the  crops  from  the  plantations 
in  lower  Louisiana  !>y  the  ruitea  States  forces,  declares  the  follow- 
ing facts  tit  be  within  his  knowledge: 

Andrew  J.  ButU-r,  the  brother  of  the  commanding  general,  bought 
from  Mr.  Zunts.  a  planter  below  the  citv,  his  sugar  crop  as  it  .stood 
in  the  held  for  the  sum  of  S'JS.OOO,  ami  informed  this  witnesw  that 
he  had  gotten  back  his  money  in  the  fii-st  twelve  days  of  grinding 
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the  cane:  that  he.  Butler,  took  ofT  the  crop:  that  the  plantation 
yields  a  crop  uf  ul>unt  1/JOO  hogsheads  of  HUgar;  that  Butler  said  he 
had  hoiighl  and  wa.s  taking;  i>fr  the  crop-s  fruiii  several  other  |>Iaiila- 
tiuns.  Witness  also  saw  the  agent  of  th*'  ei>ninior<-ial  lu»usc  ufJ 
Brown,  Johnstone  &  Co.:  the  name  of  the  agent  is  Tucker,  and  he 
was  accompanied  by  120  while  laborers;  the  said  Txieker  was  thci 
on  liis  way,  as  he  informed  witness,  to  take  ofl  the  crops  from  lb« 
plantations  oi  said  Brown,  Johnstone  &  Co.  and  Frank  Webb  on 
joint  account  witli  tlic  Yankees.  This  was  done  after  the  planta- 
tion of  Mr.  Wehl)  had  liern  stripped  of  everylliing,  even  tt)  his  wife's 
wardrobe  and  jewels,  and  the  ncgxtics  driven  off. 

It  was  well  understood  in  New  Orleans  that  no  plant«<r  was  allowc 
to  take  off  his  crop  for  hiniself.      If  he  did,  his  siij;ar  was  seized  by 
ordci's  of  General  Butler  as  ia.st  as  it  reui-he<l  New  Orleans. 

JaMKS  II.  Ml^vKORD. 

Signed  in  my  presence: 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Stoftary  of  Sfatt. 
December  23,  1862. 


Henry  Florance.  a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  states  that  it  is  to  his 
knowk'd";e  that  all  the  slaves  were  taken  away  from  tlie  plantation 
of  Mr.  Zunts,  a  planter  below  New  Orleans,  whi>,  being  thus  left 
without  means  t-o  gatlier  his  growing  crops,  was  ap;>lied  to  l>y  Colonel 
Andrew  J.  Butler,  who  offered  to  buy  his  crop  as  it  stood  for  $25,0(M). 
The  crop  nndnr  ordinary  circiniwtances  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
State,  worth  perhaps  live  times  that  amount  if  taken  off,  The  wit- 
ness left  New  Orleans  hefore  the  season  f4pr  grinding  cane,  and  haa^M 
no  knowledge  how  tbe  crop  was  taken  off,  hut  it  was  sohl  as  above^| 
to  Cohmel  Butler.  An  arrangement  was  also  made,  as  witness  was 
informed  hy  C'lemcnt  Story,  who  is  a  sugar  planter  brlow  New 
Orleans,  to  take  off  his  croj)  on  joint  accoimt  with  some  of  the  United 
States  officers  in  New  Orleans. 

It  was  a  well-imdei-stood  fact  in  New  Orleans  that  no  planter  could 
obtain  permission  to  gather  his  crop  unless  he  would  agree  to  shara^ 
it  with  Colonel  Butler  or  some  of  the  Yankee  oflitei-s. 

HkNKV   FUIRANCE. 

Signed  in  iny  presence : 

J.  P.  Bbnj.\min, 

i^ecrthtrif  of  StaU. 
December  23,  1862. 


TMtlmoDT  of  Eaolid  Borlind. 

Dr.  Enclid  Borland  says  he  is  the  owner  of  a  plantation  on  the 
Mississippi  River  lielow  New  Orleans:  that  he  was  (Ui  a  vi.sit  to  t* 
plantation  of  Mr.  Zunt.s  when  he  was  introduced  to  a  person  by  t  _ 
name  of  Weed,  and  was  infornuMl  bv  Zniits  thnt  he  had  made  a  bar- 
gain with  Colonel  Butler  and  Wee*l,  and  another  i»ei^un  connectod 
with  the  (juarterniasler's  or  commissary's  department  of  tieneral 
Butler's  army;  witness  ran  imt  reeolleit  the  name  of  the  lasl-men- 
tioned  person,  atthoui;h  it  wns  state<l  to  him.  The  bargain  was  that 
the  slaves  which  had  left  the  plantation  were  to  be  brought  back,  a 
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thai  the  crop  of  Zuiits  was  lo  Im^  nmile  for  aopount  of  Colonel  Huller 
and  his  associates,  who  had  paid  $25,(H)0  for  it;  ihut  the  nurchnst>rs 
wt'ie  to  pay  the  overseer's  wages  ond  pay  for  some  hogsneads  tlaat 
ZunU  liad  boupht.  aud  were  to  pay  for  all  expenses  of  taking  oir  the 
LTrop,  t'xiL'pl  such  suj)pHf*s  as  were  tlien  oi^  the  plantation.  The  pur- 
chasers agreed  to  bnnj;  liark  \\u'  negroes  h,v  nlu  <if  United  Stales  sol- 
diers, and  witness  leunicd  thut  a  nrtrtion  of  tlie  shives  were  lironj^lit 
bark  tn  the  plaee  under  a  gnan!  <if  soldiers.  Zunts  .sijg«;ested  to  wit- 
ness to  make  a  similar  I>ar;j:aiM.  as  nuiiiy  <tf  llie  slaves  of  witness  had 
left  his  plantation,  aud  \vitiiess  then  hati  a  conversalion  with  Weed, 
who  stated  that  he  was  trying  to  make  Imrf^ains  with  numbers  of  the 
nlanleis  beh>w  the  eity;  that  He  would  nnl  make  willi  others  the  same 
nargain  as  he  had  made  with  Zunts:  that  he  coxild  not  undertake  to 
restore  to  eaeh  planter  the  identical  slaves  that  he  had  lost,  but  that 
he  would  I'urnisu  a  tuimher  sullicieni  t(t  lake  olf  the  erops  and  share 
the  prueeeds  with  the  owTier;  that  if  a  sutlieient  ruimber  of  planters 
would  make  this  aj;reement.  he  wouhl  station  j^iiirds  abtive  and  l>elow 
the  plantation  so  as  to  pit^vent  any  es<'ano  of  the  negroes.  The  wit- 
ness told  Wi'ed  tliat  his  mind  was  niatle  up  to  hold  on  to  his  uwu 
property  unless  it  was  taken  f]-om  hira  by  ioroe;  that  he  would  not 
share  his  property  with  the  enemies  of  lus  eounlry;  but  that  if  the 
Federal  auth()ritles  thought  proper  to  plaee  giuirds  of  soldiers  to  keep 
the  negroes  in  order,  witness  was  wdling  to  jiav  his  shar<<  of  the 
expense  uf  no  doing.  During  the  enuversatioii  VVmmI  said  that  the 
negroes  would  Ik*  forred  to  come  down  and  work  the  planlalious  by 
guards  of  Tuiled  States  ssoldiers  in  all  ra.ses  wlieiv  the  bargain  was 
made  witli  him.  When  Zuiits'  negroes  were  returned  to  his  planta- 
tion under  guar<l.  as  he  uiiderstootl,  there  were  some  negroes  of  Mr. 
Baylie,  a  neighboring  planter,  mixed  with  them:  Ba^'tie's  negroes 
eseajH'd  from  Zunts'  planlalton  and  went  baek  lo  their  owner. 

Witness  was  present  in  the  oHice  of  Mr.  .hidsoii.  u  broker  in  New 
Orleans,  when  the  written  enntraet  between  Zunts  utid  ColoneJ  Butler 
was  read  in  the  presence  of  witni-.ss.  The  <'on(ra<  I  hail  been  drawn 
up  by  Isaac  K.  Morse.  es>|..  as  atloriiev  for  Zunts,  and  witness  heaixl 
the  contract  read  and  reniend>ers  it  weft. 

Witne.ss  iinderstniMi  Omit  \hv  St.  Anne  and  the  Otmcessitju  planta- 
tions, in  the  [larisli  nf  Plaijuemini's.  were  to  he  worked  in  the  maimer 
above  mentioned  in  partnership  witli  Weed  &nt\  Iiis  a.ssoeiates,  ami 
that  A  portion  of  the  negroes  had  been  carried  back  to  the  C'oneession 
plaee.  Weed  was  in  treaty  with  Mr.  K.  Lawrence  for  the  same  pur- 
pose with  respect  to  his  plantatiiui,  but  witne.s.s  does  not  know 
whether  Lawrem-e  acceptea  the  offer.  Zunts  ti.)ld  witness  that  he, 
Zunts,  had  biH-n  formerl}'  in  partnei-ship  with  (Jolonel  Butler  as  negro 
traders. 

EucLin  Borland. 

Signed  in  iny  presence. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Secrffiirtj  nj  State, 

Deckmbkh  26,  18(52. 

Teatimooy  of  Adam  Oiffln. 

Adam  fJiflin.  a  citizen  of  New  f>rleans.  states  that  he  knows  Mr. 
Zunts,  H  sugar  planti-r,  who  lives  ImsIow  New  Orleans;  that  many  of 
the  negroes  having  been  al)ducted  from  said  plantation,  said  Zunts 
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informed  witness  that  Andrew  J.  Butler,  the  brothcrof  General  Butler, 
had  made  him  a  proposition  to  huv  lii^  i:rop  as  il  stxMjd  in  the  iield; 
that  Zunis,  heiui;  witnoiit  any  mcatis  of  jjatUerini;  his  er<m,  wa*>  forced 
to  accept  the  offer,  anti  t)iat  a  bargain  was  tnauc  that  Buth-r  shouhl 
restore  the  ne^oes  to  the  plantation,  or  at  least  an  etjual  nuniUn*; 
that  the  crop  should  be  taken  off  under  the  supervision  of  Zunts  for 
account  of  Butler,  and  that  the  plantation  should  be  restored  to  Zunts 
in  the  siiring  in  full  and  complete  order,  with  all  the  slaves;  and  Ziints 
I'eeeived  in  paymenl  for  his  crop  $25,000.  Zunts  told  w  ilries^  ht*  had 
rune  enouj^n  to  make  700  hopsheads  »»f  sugar;  a  hiijjsliead  of  su^ar 
made  by  the  process  used  on  the  nlantatiun  of  Zunts  is  worth  over 
SIOO.  in  addition  to  wliich  is  the  molasses. 

It  was  well  understood  in  Now  Orleans  that  no  planter  could  rake 
oil'  his  crop  without  some  urrangeinent  being  made  for  the  protit  of  the 
Yankee  oilicials- 

Apam  Oiffin. 

Signed  in  my  presence. 

J.  P.  Bf.n.i\min, 

Sfctrtan/  uj  SUtte. 

Dkckmbkh  26,  1862. 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter,  O.  8.  Navy,  rcganiirig  defense  of  Trinity 

RiveVj  Texas. 

Poi.K  CfUTNTY,  Tex., 
Smith  field,  December  J4,  1862. 

I  have  th©  honor  in  my  monthly  report  to  you,  dated  November  2, 
1862  (transmitted  by  mail),  to  inform  you  that  by  authority  of 
General  P.  O.  H/djert.  communicated  to  nie  in  an  ordeV  from  Captain 
X.  R.  Debray.  conimandinf^  Submditarv  DLsLrict  ol  Houston.  Tex., 
the  crew  of  the  {'.  S.  .sidM>*)ner  Dodge,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men, 
were  transferre<l  to  a  steamer  called  the  Ii<njoH  CUy,  against  my  most 
eamest  written  remonstrance. 

These,  with  some  arms  and  ammunition  which  1  had  with  diiliculty 
obtained,  were  also  transferred  to  the  same  vessel  bythesameauthorily. 
The  Dodife,  being  thus  reu<lered  defenseless,  as  well  as  her  leaky  stato 
from  benip  mucii  eaten  by  worms,  placed  me  in  the  position  not  t»» 
obtain  from  her  any  usofid  service,  and  by  order  ii(  General  John  B. 
MH";ruder,  she,  with  her  apparel,  was  turned  over  t4i  the  cpittrterma.«;(er 
at  fliiuston,  and  1.  with  her  eomniander  and  the  remnant  i>r  hi'r  crew, 
with  one  boat,  was  directed  l)y  tieiieral  Magrnder  to  proceetl  to  Polk 
County,  Tex.,  on  the  Trinity  Kiver  (distant  75  miles  by  land),  u* 
obstruct  and  defend  said  river,  in  cooperation  willi  Captain  Hamilton 
Waslunj^ton,  aid  to  General  Magrudor.  I  am  now  engaged  in  that 
work,  making  obslinietions  in  the  Trinity  River,  and  in  collecting 
such  of  the  i>eo|_)li'  as  are  available  for  the  defense  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  which  is  deemed  inipitrtant  frx)m  its  strength  as  a  strategical 
position,  its  capabilities  t<»  furnish  subsistence,  and  also  its  richness  as 
a  cotton  region.  The  enemy  is  in  possession  of  (he  seacoast.  I  am 
without  any  naval  resources  at  my  connnanil  to  act  effectively  again?;! 
him  there.  It  is  dci-med  that  next  in  uaefuineea  I  shotdd  be  euiploycd 
in  opposing  hid  advance  toward  the  interior  by  way  of  the  rivers.  The 
enem}"^  occupy  the  same  position  on  this  coast  as  tliat  stat«d  to  you  in 
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my  last  monthly  report.  Ho  ha-s  sustained  a  loss  of  a  few  men  and 
scvorjil  hnuts  in  his  attempts  at  eattle  stealing  on  the  coast.  We  are 
in  doily  expectation  of  tne  arrival  of  (ienoral  Banks's  expedition, 
whifh  is  reported  to  be  destined  for  Texas,  a  part  of  which  is  staled  to 
have  saile<l  for  its  destination.  Thii^  eountrv  has  hren  nearly  swept 
flfiiti  of  men  in  vohintpcrs  and  I'onscrijjts.  We  are  making  a  levy  m 
rmi-^  of  all  atjea  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties  that  can  mount 
a  iruti.  fanLain  Hamiltun  Washintrton,  herein  alluded  to.  has 
control  nf  uhoiit  100  half-civilized  IntiiuiLs,  who  an'  loyal  to  us,  and 
whom  we  liope  tu  ttpfily  to  a  useful  purpos*^  ctn  lh«  approacli  of  the 
enemy.  ^Vilh  the  fi»w  scimicn  I  liuve  with  nie  I  aui  constructing 
scows  re(]uisiti'  in  the  work  nf  harricadinp  the  rivpr. 

The  pay  roll  and  accounts  of  this  command  are  kept  in  readiness  to 
be  transmitted  whenever  a  safe  and  suitable  opportunity  is  available. 
I  have  transp(»rtcd  hv  land  and  stored  at  (■aptiiiri  lIiiiiii[ton  Wtishing- 
ton'r*  plantation,  Pofk  (bounty.  Tex.,  S(inie  aunuunilinn.  small  arms, 
nautical  instmnients,  cookin£f  utensils.. etc.,  piihJic  properly,  helong- 
inj;  to  the  schooner  Dodge,  For  safe-keeping  and  for  the  use  of  my 
coiiiiniLnd. 

******* 

1  am.  with  great  respect, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
CoTiimtnuirr,  C,  S.  Navy,  Inspfcting  CooAt  Dejenftea  of  Texas. 

Hon,  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secreifirtj  «/  the  Nary, 


Letkr  jroni  Major-Qeneral  Mngr^ider,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  British  consul 
<it  Gahrsttm,  in  view  of  the  rtstrifUioJi  of  communication  with  that 
placf. 

Virginia  Point,  Tex.,  December  ^6,  ISG^i, 
f Jr.VTr.EMFA* :  I  received  your  communication  of  the  22d  instant, 
in  which  you  state  that  you  liave  been  informed  by  tlie  mayor  of 
(Jalve.stoti  that  all  communicHtion  between  that  city  (.Oalveston) 
and  the  interior  of  the  State  U  now  cut  off,  and  you  Request  me  to 
state  for  your  information  and  j;uidancc  if  this  order  Is  nitended  (o 
proMbit  you  from  obtaining  those  pruvi?;ions  from  the  State  which 
ttie  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  aliens  uMuainin^  at  the  port  and 
who  now  compose  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  as  indeed  you  well  know, 
that  the  harbor  of  (ialveston  has  been  in  the  exclu.sive  possession  of 
the  enemy  since  early  in  October,  and  that  Confederate  sohiiers  or 
citizens,  even  singly,  can  not  pass  into  the  city  without  being  tired 
upon  by  tlie  fleet,  which  comman(k  all  am)roach  from  the  interior. 
ifnder  Uiese  cil'cumwtanees  the  citizens  of  Galveslon,  without  regaM 
to  nationality,  have  been  invited  to  tlie  intetior,  and  transportation 
offered  free  of  cost  to  all.  Tliis  was  availed  of  to  some  e.\tent.  The 
invitation  has  been  renewed  from  time  to  time.  Mon*  recently  I 
directed  Colonel  Debray  to  give  notice  tliat  persons  could  pass  to  and 
from  (hdveston  up  (o  a  certain  period;  all  intercourse  would  be  pro- 
hibited; by  niv  order  he  re(]neste<i  the  mayor  <»f  (ialveston  to  com- 
municate to  tlie  foreign  consuls  this  deteraiinatioa  of  mine,  and  to 
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stalo  to  ihoin  that  I  would  not  be  responsible  fur  any  annoyance  to 
those  who  should  remain  m  Galveston  after  that  time,  thus  eivinj^ 
every  opportunity  to  the  eousuls  and  citizens  or  subjects  of  their 
respective  corisiily  In  establisli  theiUHelves  in  Houston  or  elsewhere 
in  thi*  interior.  This  period  has  pa.ssed,  but  I  am  still  willing  to 
afford  the  foreign  consuls  and  all  others  in  Galveston  evep-  facility 
in  my  powerforleavingthatcity.pntvided  it  isclainied  within  twenty- 
four  hours  from  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  this  note  to  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  consul  at  Galveston. 

With  respect  l-o  pr4>visions  for  the  citizens  of  Galveston  I  have  the 
horwtr  to  stale,  for  the  inforniutioci  of  the  consuls,  that  arrunj;e- 
inent.s  were  entered  into  by  me  witli  the  commander  of  the  Kederal 
fleet  and  all  parlies  concerned  for  provisioning  tfio  city  bv  steamers 
sent  in  for  tliat  purpose.  Tlie  commanduij:  oHlcer  of  the  Federal 
fleet,  however,  insisted  on  insortinp;  in  the  article  of  agreement  that 
steamers  bcarinfj  a  fla^  of  tnire  should  not  tloat  the  Confederate  Hag. 
This  was  of  cour'sc  peremptorily  refused  by  me,  snice  which  I  have 
sent  an  ollicer  to  treat  witn  the  commander  of  the  Federal  Meet  with 
a  view  (tf  remiivin^  from  the  articles  of  agreement  these  objectitmable 
features,  but  I  have  no  ollicial  knowledge  of  the  re^sult  of  this  can- 
fei-ence.  It  is  evident,  under  these  circumstances,  that  no  injustice 
has  been  done  tlie  consuls  or  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  Goveriunent 
whicli  they  represent. 

J.  Bankhkad  Magri'deh, 

Major-GfiumI ,  Conulg.  Di^t.  of  Texas^  Neto  Mrxico,  and  Arizona. 

Mr.  ^Vktmik  T.  Lynn, 

Consul  to  lur  HnUiuiuc  Mitjeafy,  arul  othrr  Conauh  and 
Vou»ular  Agents  uj  diffirtnt  Powirs  at  Irahenton,  Tex, 


Letter  from  the  Qovernor  of  Alabama  to  WillMm  R.  Scott,  rnjardUig 
dmxmngH  of  proposed  ram. 

AlxiL'TANT  AND  TssPKcrroK  Gkneral's  Office, 

Mo}higomery,  Ala.,  Detvmhrr  ,W,  ISBS. 
Sir:  Tn  reply  to  yours  of  the  Ulst,  the  governor  directs  me  to  stat« 
that  lie  has  returned  the  drawings  of  your  ram.  with  the  reports,  etc., 
acromnanying  the  same,  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  at  Moliilo 
with  tne  reipie-sl  that  they  wuuld  confer  with  the  Cojifedi'iate  lULval 
authorities  at  that  point,  not  only  as  to  tlie  feasibility  of  the  invention 
but  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  ram.  the  time  it  would  take  to  r*un- 
struct  it,  or  apply  it  to  vessels  already  built.  I'pon  i-eceiving  this 
infonnation  the  governor  will  be  prepared  to  ait  with  reference  to 
its  adootion  for  tlie  pui*pose  of  defen<ung  Mol)iU*. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Cioi.iyrnwAiTE, 
Adjutant  and  In^jtrctor  (ieutrtiK 
WiLMAM  H.  SctnT. 

Chnrlt-Mtoii.  S.  ('. 
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Letier  frtftti  the  governor  of  Alabama  io  John  B.  Read,  regarding  pro- 

pftsed  torpedo  ram. 


Adjutap 


Ofki 


,SD    iNSPECTOK    IjENERAL  I 

Monigomery,  Ala.,  Decrniher  dO,  iSH'2. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  13th,  the  governor  HirecU  mn  to  sUte 
tliHt  he  has  written  to  the  ('ommittee  of  Puhlie  Safety  at  Mof>ile  to 
confer  with  the  naval  authorities  at  Mobile  as  to  tlio  feftsibility  of  your 
t<ir[n'(li»  mm,  its  cost,  and  the  time  it  wouhl  take  lo  construct  it,  or 
Hi>|ily  (he  improvement  lo  vestieb  already  built.  I'pon  receiving; 
this  infr)rmation  tlir  governor  will  be  prepared  to  art  with  reference 
to  its  adoption  for  the  purpose  of  defending;  Mobile. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  Goldthwaite, 
Adjutant  and  h^iwdor  Oeneral. 
Mms  H.  Head, 

Tuscaloosti,  Ala. 


Ortler  of  tht  President  to  the  Secretan/  of  the  Natyy,  ttuspending  orders 
to  Captain  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Mobile,  Aiji.,  Decfmher  St ,  1862. 
Please  suspend  order  in  relation  to  Captain  MafTitt.     Admiral  Buch- 
anan will  write  to  you  fully. 

Jefkerson  Davis. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Sfajor  Mason.  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  attempt  to  entice  Federal 
arnty  transport  Cambria  into  (rahrston  Jlarhor. 

Galveston,  January  S,  tSfjS. 

Captain:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pui*suant  to  special 
onlt*rs  and  inslrut  ^u)ll^i  of  :id  in.slant  fr4mi  the  major-general  coin- 
inunding,  I  proceeded  seaward  that  nijjht  on  the  bark  Candht,  three 
iru!i?!i,  CaptHin  Saundei-s;  schooner  hrodrr.  one  ^in,  Captain  iltdin- 
ston,  ana  pilot  lM>at,  Captain  Payne,  with  detnclmienis  frnin  the 
rcpmcnls  of  Colonels  Green,  Cook,  and  Griilin,  to  capture  the  Clyde- 
built  steamer,  with  troops  and  stores  on  board,  tlien  cifT  the  bar 
waiting  for  a  pilot. 

At  ;J;;10  a.  III.  (4th)  anchored  off  Fort  Point  Battery;  a  half  hour 
clearing  the  ship  for  work  and  getting  the  men  below.  Sail  was  then 
mode  with  diffieulty,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  seamen,  their  iinvvill- 
ingness  to  work,  and  the  light  wind  prevailing,  thus  consuming  time 
that  othenvise  employed  might  have  accomplislied  the  object  of  the 
expedition. 

At  daylight,  steamer,  4  to  5  miles  fij.stant,  showed  signal  for  a 
pilot,  wHich  was  answered  by  Captain  Payne,  who  stood  out  to  the 
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bar,  Hoiinditijr.  Ho  mturned  at  0  a.  m.  (the  wind  beiiiK  too  lif^lit  for 
tho  biirk  to  nmke  heudinp),  and  was  iiistrtn-lc<l  tu  prtKced  to  rhp 
BtftiintT,  tilliiy  this  susiJiciun  (lum  ovidentiv  arou.scd),  nnd  if  po^silile 
cntico  her  in;  if  lU'cessary,  to  po  on  Imarcl  hs  pilot,  brinpinf;  her  to 
surh  ft  position  thnt  tho  puns  of  the  hark  could  command  her.  He 
promptly  foinpHod  therewilli;  went  on  board  tlie  stounier,  whieh 
miinediatcly  got  underway,  stecrinjr  eastward  until  out  of  sight, 
caiTving  him  with  her.  The  pilot  boat  retunied  nnd  was  ordcren  to 
town. 

Fttr  several  hours  the  bark  had  been  compelled  to  lay  at  anchor  on 
account-  of  the  narrow  channel  and  lijrht  wind.  She  returned  to 
Galveston  at  .i  ]>.  m.^  failing  («  realize  llie  succe.vs  anticijmled  for 
the  reason  heretofore  given. 

1  WiKild  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding to  the  case  of  Cantain  Payne,  that  he  may  bo  exchanged, 
as  tliere  is  a  possibility  ol  ids  being  subjected  to  much  trouble  in 
his  present  condition. 

Captains  Saunders  and  Johnston  were  very  energetic  in  discharg- 
ing all  tho  duties  assigned  to  them.  Captains  Tubbs  and  Kichard.son, 
of  the  infantry,  also  Captain  Barnett,  gave  me  all  assistance  in  their 
power. 

1  iiavo  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  M.  Mason, 
Major,  Coinmnndinij  ICxpedition, 

Capt.  Epmind  p.  Tikneh, 

A.  A.  it.,  Dept.  tiJ'Tex-,  N.  Mex,,  and  Ariz.,  Galveston,  Tex. 


Letter  from  Commandfr  iluntfr,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Grnertit  Mat/ru- 
der, C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  obstruction  and  defense  of  Trinity 
Biver. 

Tkinitv  Riveh, 
N^ear  Smith f eld.  Polk  County,  Tex.,  January  10.  tiib'ii. 
On  receiving  your  instructions  I  prococ<lcd  forthwith  to  Trinity 
Uivor  and  sol  about  the  wi)rk  of  t)bstnicting  and  defending  the  same. 
Afl<»r  selecting  the  most  suitable  pnsitions  for  barriei's.  1  conunenced 
the  construction  of  two  .s<'ows  or  ooats  needed  in  the  work.  I  have 
made  requisition  on  the  counties  adjacent  the  river  for  the  requisite 
laborers,  tools,  etc.  A  response  to  this  recpiisition  was  <*heerfully 
given  and  the  laborers  were  rojidy  to  move  to  their  work  on  the  day 
following  the  receipt  of  your  order  C4>untcrnninding  the  same. 

The  measure  above  stated  was  arrangoil  at  the  same  time  by  your 
aid,  Major  H.  Washingt4>n,  in  conjunction  with  an  organizaition  to 
call  forth  when  no<'ded  the  entire  population  capable  of  bearing  amis 
for  the  defense  of  this  region,  nnd  measures  have  been  tAki'n  toward 
pr<»curing  ammunition  and  repairing  arms,  etc. 

The  people  of  all  classes  have  respondeii  and  acquiesced  zealously 
and  patriotically  in  vour  views  louehing  the  duties  which  vou  haH 
assigned  Major  Wasbington  and  myself.     The  measures  whicii  you 
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have  catised  to  be  taken  in  this  region  weni  to  nccorcl  «*>  eiitinOv  with 
thtjse  unanimously  deonied  nit>sl  suit»h]c  to  iU  proUTtion  and  (fpfcnse 
timt  u  dpsire  is  strongly  manifest<»d  bv  the  ppoplr  for  n  coniinimnr* 
of  their  niililarv  orpinizatiivn  and  iirnunij.  Hnd  that  tliat  Uibor  for  the 
obstruction  of  thf!  river  should  also  be  hehl  in  readiness  fur  prompt 
service  when  you  may  deem  it  re{niisit*. 

What  has  been  efTectcd  has  not  been  unattended  with  mueh  hilxir, 
in  travel,  in  personal  int-croourse  with  the  notables  at  distant  [jhurs, 
in  (•orres|>onnenee  in  writing,  and  in  the  iulUipnee  eonse^juent  on  the 
confidence  and  respect  witu  which  your  aid,  Major  Washinj,'ton.  is 
heJd  Iiy  all  classes  of  inrsons.  The  enlhusia.'^ni  with  wliich  all  ages 
of  the  peoj)le  in  this  rejjion  seem  to  be  imiiued  lownrd  their  (h'fenw? 
will  tloubtless.  if  not  checked,  prove  contagious,  rtnd  may,  in  its  mora) 
effect,  pervade  the  entire  State. 

With  my  congratulations  on  your  late  victory, 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  great  respect, 

W.   W.   HlTNTER, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 
Major-General  J.  B.  MAORitoEK, 

Comdg.  MUitartj  Disirlet  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  nnd  Arisona. 


Special  order  regarding  the  traiisjer  of  the  sUamer  Harriet  iM/ne. 

Spottial  Orders.  (      AwT.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
No.  12.         S  Richmond,  I'a.,  Januanj  15,  IS63. 

♦  *  *  *  «  ♦  '  * 

Xll.  Major-Gonernl  J.  B.  Magnider,  commanding  district  of  Texas, 
will  tun:  over  to  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  N.  liarney.  C.  S.  Navy, 
the  steamer  Harriet  Lane,  lately  captured  in  the  waters  of  Texas. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Jno.  Withers, 
Aggintant  Adjutant-General. 


Rejmrt  of  Colonel  NickoU,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  dejenjien  of  Oal- 

vcston. 

Oat.ve.ston.  Januartf  33,  tHSS. 

Sir;  From  all  I  can  gather,  it  does  not  seem  the  enemy  meditates 
an  attempt  to  come  into  the  harbor.  The  gimboat  in.side  the  bar 
about  a  mile,  nearly  opiuisile  Strand  street,  and  somelhiug  over  2 
miles  from  Fort  Poinl.  js  (Midently  a  feeler.  The  enemy's  force  is 
no  Kreiiter  than  it  has  been  fr>r  the  past  fifteen  days.  Commodore 
licU's  comnuinication  would  indicate  his  belief  in  your  ability  to 
withstand  any  attack  he  can  make  with  his  present  force.  In  sup- 
port of  this  opinion  I  will  quote  vou,  in  substance:  An  attack  by  the 
enemy's  gimboats  inside  the  hftrl>or  would  be  fruitless  in  its  re^iults 
to  the  enemy  without  a  sufficient  land  foi-ce  to  occupy  the  city.  The 
shari>slioot<»rs  we  can  bring  to  t)ear  upon  him  in  the  channel  will  dis- 
comfort him  greatly  should  he  come  in.  In  short,  general,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  enemy  can  not  drive  us  out  of  the  city  with  the 
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meftns  he  has  at  his  coniiitaiul  at  present.  Adopting  this,  we  may 
[)lftro  mon*  couiidence  in  the  uae  of  the  railroud  bridge  as  the  means 
of  securing  our  guns  iu  case  of  an  euiorgoucy. 

Colonel  Dehray  feels  seriously  the  want  of  one  or  two  f;iuis  at  Kort 
Point  and  an  intennediuU'  gun  between  Kort  Point  and  South  Bat- 
teiy.  Tlie  colonel  has  instnicted  Major  Kcllersbei^  to  invc8tig:ate 
the  practicability  of  placing  one  or  more  guns  at  Fort  Point  to-nigbt 
and  report  immediately  lo  you.  I  tnist  he  will  report  favorably  and 
you  will  order  guns  jilaced  there.  If  the  enemv  is  not  reintorced 
with  land  and  naval  forces  I  have  the  grand  coundcQce  we  can  hold 
this  little  sand  bank  for  all  time  to  come. 

I  leave  on  the  Luft/  Uiclii  for  Nest  Bay;  expect  to  return  this  p.  ta. 

The  Hags  of  ti*uce  as  arranged  by  jou  will  keep  olT  any  lK>nibanl- 
ment  for  a  day  or  two.  To-days  truce  will  be  so  arranged  as  lo 
consume  t!ie  wlMtle  day. 

Kespecifully,  E.  B.  Nichols. 

Major-Oeneral  MAuitruEK, 

Ilouston. 

Cohmei  Debruj-  lias  read  the  above  and  concurs. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Dehray,  C.  S.  Artny,  tu  Commorinrc  Btll,  U,  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  revioi^al  of  buoy  by  steamer  carrying  flag  of 

truce. 

Heauqcarterr  St'BnisTKKT  OF  Tfxas, 

Ofjhestoh,  January  3^,  1S6S. 

Sir:  In  the  al>sence  of  Major-Crenoral  .1.  B.  Mugruder.  who  is  not 
expected  to  return  before  this  evening,  I  have,  in  olwdienre  to  his 
instructions,  opened  twi>  comnuiiucations  wlucli  you  did  him  the 
honor  to  address  to  him  yesterday,  the  21st  instant,  and  I  informed 
him  of  their  coutenls'liy  Iclegra|)li. 

Mttjor-Gcneral  Magnidcr  instructs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  will 
answer  your  connuunication  thin  evening,  to  be  forwarded  by  flag  of 
truce  to-morrow  morning. 

At  the  same  time  allow  rru',  sir.  in  vindication  of  our  arms,  as  well 
as  the  honor  of  folonel  .1.  .1.  Conk,  ('.  S.  Anuv,  who  was  tfie  bearer  of 
the  flag  of  Inicr  alleged  In  have  committed  the  breach  against  tlio 
rnlt's  governing  belligerents  in  their  communications,  to  make  U*  you 
a  jdain  staloment  of  facts,  which  1  Inist  will  exonerate  us  in  yotir 
nnnd  from  any  charge  of  perfidy  in  our  intercourse  with  you. 

Tiie  buoy  seen  on  1  lie  tiulf  beach  was  washed  off  several  daTO  ogo, 
during  the  last  gnlc.  I  was  informed  that  on  the  20lh  instant,' whUst 
Colonel  Cook  was  on  board  the  steaiuship  Hrookhju,  at  »l>out  3  o'clock 
p.  m..  ft  launch  of  one  of  our  vessels  in  the  harbor  did  tow  in  another 
buov.  This  was  done  without  any  instructions  from  or  knowledge 
of  Mainr-Cieneral  Magnider  or  any  otlier  oflicer  in  command  here.  I 
have  been  unable  as  yet  to  conimunicate  witli  the  oihcer  who  know- 
ingly or  unknowingly  has  rendered  hiiuself  guilty  of  the  breach  com- 
plained of  and  exact  a  statement,  from  him  during  the  day.  Colonel 
Cook  was  nrevented  by  calm  and  adverse  tide  from  entering  the 
harbor  hefope  daylight.  Meanwhile  1  am  instnicted  by  ^Fajo^- 
Cieneral  Magruder  to  say  that  he  will  be  glad  to  have  the  buoy  re- 
moved by  us  placed  in  its  former  position  under  the  inspection  of  an 


-*  -  * 


'VTEST  GULF   BLOCK.\DING    SQUADRON. 


S31 


ofFicrT  sPiit  by  you,  or  Ui  nfford  you  any  other  facilitioi*  in  his  power 
for  pntcrinjr. 

A3  to  your  ooniplftinl  of  a  brooch  of  tmcc  in  connection  with  the 
Foity-socoiid  MassHihiist'tts.  I  wuubl  respfctfiilly  stute  that  the  land 
troops  WHO  nut  cinitnu'cd  in  ll«!  terms  nf  inice  on  llic  1st  instant, 
ritlicr  dirrctly  or  inciitfctly.  As  sinm  as  diiylifjjlil.  mine  tfipy  could 
biiv  r  l>e{'n  drslroyed  by  our  j^uiis  luui  inuskotry  in  five  minutes.  To 
avert  a  niisiindei-standiug  on  this  subj(H*t  with  you.  which  Major- 
CJeneffll  Magruder  would  much  regret,  iio  will  send  a  full  statement 
t(.i-iJn>rrow  nioniing. 

This  cuinmunitalioM  will  bo  handed  Ui  vuti  by  Lieutenant  L.  J. 
Storey,  Confetlerate  States  cavalry,  uiid  Lieutenant  Uiley.  Con/ed- 
erate  States  artillery,  togetlier  witli  a  commimiration  to  you  by  the 
French  consular  agent  at  this  port.  These  otlicei-s  are  instrueip<l  to 
await  your  answer. 

I  have  t  lie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  Debkay. 

Commodore  11.  1 1,  Heix. 

Commandlinj  U .  S.  Navftl  Forces  off  Galvet^n. 


Letter  Jrom  Major-General  Ma^rndfT,  C  S.  Arniy,  to  Commodore  Bell, 
if.  S.  Nafnj,  regarding  the  rtmmial  of  buoy. 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  or  Texas,  New  Mkxko.  axd  Arizona, 

UmtMtin,  January  ^3,  IS6S. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  January,  1863, 
in  whicli  y*tu  allege  a  violalittn  »if  the  truce  on  our  part  by  the  truce 
bout  oonliiinitig  Colonel  (\)ok,  nf  C.  S.  artillery,  fln<I  on  a  previous 
occasion,  viz,  on  the  1st  instant,  by  us,  I  have  to  state  that  you  are 
entirely  misinformed  in  both  instances.  On  the  1st  instant  tno  guns 
were  )»lanted  by  us  at  Fijrt  Poiui  licfore  a  single  sliot  was  fired  by  us 
and  were  not  withdrawn  either  during  the  battle  or  the  period  of 
truce.  The  truce  boat  containing  Colonel  Cook,  I  am  informed  by 
that  officor,  could  not  possibly  reenter  the  harbor  for  want  of  wind 
and  a  favorable  tide,  ami  did  not  interfere  witli  any  buoy  whatever. 

The  !>uoys  were.  1  am  intortned,  washed  adrift  by  aprevious  storm, 
and  one  <if  them  was  t4»wed  in  by  a  boat  tM)ntaiuingasmgleman.  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  oMicor  in  cuinniand  at  Otilvestun.  This 
bout  wa.4  attached  to  one  of  our  rnms  lying  in  lUilivar  Channel. 

The  rilhcer  in  conunand  of  the  ram  rouUl  have  Iiad  nu  improper 
object,  as  the  position  of  the  buovs  liad  all  l)cen  changed  by  my  tirder 
when  there  was  no  blockading  fleet  off  Galveston,  with  tlie  view  of 
niisl(Muling  such  fleet  on  its  return. 

Ytiii  sa>'  that  ynu  are  informed  that  the  Forty-second  Regiment 
of  Massac nus<*tts  \"iihu)tet^rs  was  fired  upon  and  captured  durmg  the 
existeiu-e  of  the  truce  of  three  linui's. 

The  faets  are  that  the  lii-st  llag  of  tmre  seen  froni  the  shore  was 
over  the  whurf  ujmmi  which  was  (niarteroil  ihut  regiment.  As  soon 
as  it  was  observed  all  (iring  in  that  direction  ceased.  During  the 
conference  between  Brigadier-General  Scinry,  C.  S.  Army.  antTCol- 
onel  Burrell,  of  the  Forty-second  Massatdmsetts  Volunteere,  it  was 
announced  that  the  officers  in  command  of  the  Confederate  boats  had 
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prftntod  a  ihnt}  hoiii-s'  tnioo  to  the  vessels  nf  Ihc  V.  S.  Navy,  in 
which  the  Federal  land  forces  were  not  included.  Colonel  Biirrell 
asked  of  General  Seiirn*  the  same  terms  as  were  granted  to  the  vessels, 
which  were  i-efiised.  when  Colonel  Burrell  surrendered  the  whole  force 
Tinder  his  conunund  iincundiiionally. 

The,  only  violation  of  the  flag  of  Lnice  committed  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  January  was  committed  hy  the  vessels  of  the  United  Siutes, 
tlii-ee  of  whicli  lied  from  the  harhor  of  Galveston  with  the  white  flas 
flving  at  their  mastheads  in  my  sit;ht.  in  the  same  perfidious  manner 
tfiat  they  had  entered  it.  I  will  state,  further,  that  Genera!  S<  iirry 
sent  to  nie  whilst  I  was  near  tlie  llnrrift  Tmth',  at  an  upper  wharf,  to 
know  if  he  should  fire  at  your  vessels  immediately  .under  our  guns 
at  the  termination  of  the  truce.  I  answered  him  not  tu  do  so,  as  I 
had  sent  another  flag  of  tnicc  to  Conunander  Renshaw,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  the  whole  fleet  and  giving  him  plenty  of  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  as  to  my  proposition.  Your  siiipa  were  not,  thej-^- 
f ore,  fired  ou  ut  the  expiration  of  the  period,  and  m  this  way  j;i>l  ofT 
with  their  white  Hags  flying,  when  they  could  not  have  d<tne  so  in  ttny 
other  way. 

I  Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  MAonrnER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  IT.  71,  Bell. 

Comiikanding  U.  S.  Squadron  off  Galveston. 


lEndorK-rwmLl 


Galveston-,  Jnuminj  J.i,  tSG'S. 
1  certify  that  the  foregoing  ia  a  true  copy  of  the  lolegium  re<:eived 
by  inc  to-day  a^  4  o'clock  p.  m, 

X.  B.  DEnBAY, 
Cohnei,  Commanding  East  SuhdiMnct  of  Texas 


The  following  was  received  at  8:30  o'clock  p.  m. : 


Hll.lI»qrARTE(tS.  ETC., 

Ilvuthm,  Jm\uanj  SJ,  SH6S. 
From  11  c<mvprsaiioii,  fincc  wriling  iIip  forfpoinp,  with  officrrs  of  the  Forty-jttTonil  ^ta■*- 
SHi'tiiuctLs  Volunlrers,  I  find  ttiAt  I  nm  stippfirtcil  in  my  staioitit^nls  jti  rc^Rnrto  ifM'nlle^i'd 
vioIaLiuii  of  the  flag  of  truce  tiy  their  n-rolk-ftinn  o{  tlip  mpurrenri'.  C^iiptnlii  IjiihlKx-k, 
tho  rummunilor  of  om  of  our  (ninltuats  wlio  arranp'd  the  tcmis  of  the  Inicc.  MiiumI  on  ht» 
n-'tum  from  llio  Fi'dpral  fiapship  to  Brigadirr-Cicnnrul  Scurry,  in  the  prpM'iHv  of  tlif  itmi- 
tiiniuliri)^  oflitxTttf  tl)('F<»rty-*>ec(,pmi  Masj««chu>»'1l»i,  (tint  tho  liiiu!  Irmi[w  wprv  not  cn»bnir*yl 
ui  thp.w  tenn"  I'ilhtT  dirccitv  or  indirectly,  lie  liaviup  liwn  >onl  hy  ('Apluin  Lron  Smith, 
Coinuiaoding  our  flwt  uf  ^iilKmts.  to  dtTiiniiil  the  surntiulrr  of  I  he  rvst  of  rho  Frdfrnl  flpct 
and  to  K'Vf*  tli«*ir  roiiiriiiiiidpr  tUwv  houn*'  lime  to  Mn'cpt  or  decline  his  doninnd,  duriDf; 
which  time  the  fire  was  to  cease  hetween  the  .ship*.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  arriinKcnirnt, 
iior  did  any  officer  oshoie,  mud  when  Captain  LublxK-k  on  his  rettini  tcniclird  at  Kuhn's 
^Tliarf.  wliew  the  Forty-socund  Maj*who^'tl»  WH.islatirMii-d.  h<' (oivp  the  bImivu  infommlion 
to  Brigftdier-tjencrai  ii'wm-  in  the  pre-^ence  of  the  coniiimndiiiK  officer  of  the  Forty-seciuid 
jdaKWchuM-tLs,  and  the  latter  8iirreudeik>d  unrondttiunully,  after  liiN  mpj<>»t  to  U<  allowed 
IP  same  time  given  thcjihipj-  wb.-*  n-ftiiwd.  Hnd  f\w  l-Vdeml  ronmmndrrof  the  land  tn>opi* 
■en  in  superior  force  to  iiiysrlf  and  eiigaced  id  huitU  iwliorw,  he  woiihi  rertainlv  hove 
niscculed  hib  ndvanldge  to  ihe  utimrsl,  n-Kanlle.-si  uf  a  Inirr  Ih-Iwihmi  (he  two  llret,-*,  whieli 
<"  had  not  authoriM'd  If  nu'-ewiirt'.  I  tnink  it  ran  he  fully  c-talili^lied  njso  that  ttie 
Federal  troopA  oshorc  wen*  n-ndy  to  aum? ndor  the  moment  daylinin  »hi)i||(|  ijive  tUcm  9 
chance,  and  would  have  done  it  cvvu  licforc  daylight  had  it  inxu  \nxa\\i\r. 
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1  have  hIho  to  »t«t*  that  I  sm  inrorruod  by  BrigiKlier-Gcncml  Scurty,  who  wni  in  thmt 
portion  of  tbo  hattk,  timl  thp  while  fla£  dixplnyna  Trom  Kuhn's  Wharl  wb»  mitpected  lh« 
ruotiipnt  it  wiw  w>pii. 

1  have  the  honor  to  \>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obeiUnit  wrrant, 

J.  B.  MAfiRl^KS, 

Major-Oentral.  Commandifyj. . 
PlGotnmodorf  Bbll. 

(RnilorMmmt.] 

Galveston,  January  23,  iSGS, 
T  cprtify  upon  honor  that  the  toregoing  is  a  true  copy  ol  the  tele- 
am  received  to-day  at  H:',iO  o'clock  p.  m. 

X.  B.  Okbrav, 
Colonel,  Commanding  East  Subdistriet  of  Texaa. 


gi'am 


Letter  from  Colonel  Debratj,  C.  S,  Army,  to  Captain  NickoU,  C.  S. 
Army,  acknowledgintj  tlhpatmea. 

Janvary  23 — 4:30  p.  m. 
Captain:  Your  dispatches  concerning  flag  of  truce  and  disposition 
ot artillcrv  and  rams  just  rotoivcd  on  my  return  front  a  visit  to  works, 
of  which  I  will  give  a  stat<*ment  w  hen  I  have  seen  Majors  Von  Harten 
and  Kellorsherg.  The  l^fptirmfr  inny  have  oOO  men  on  board. 
I  liave  not  tlu'  h-ast  upprrhfusion  of  tin  attack  to-night  with  only 
thr  two  gunboats  and  tlie  Ihonkhjn;  thry  arc  all  looking  vcr\'  tame. 
\Vc  will,  Imwever,  he  ready  for  an  emergency.  Will  not  courtesy 
renuire  me  to  send  the  general's  dispatch  to  Commodore  Bell,  even 
if  lie  does  not  threaten  txi-inorrow (  I  ma}'  annouiue  in  an  accom- 
panying letter  Colonel  Burrell's  stat^^mcnt.  wluch  will  give  me  an 
op|>oitiinity  for  an  iutcirourse  day  after  to-nuirrow.  Walkins 
secrns  to  have  slightly  interfered  with  their  programme. 

X.  B.  Of.rray. 


[Telr«mro.] 

ViCKRBURO,  January  24,  186$. 

All  stenmboats  in  the  Mi.ssissippi  River  between  Vickshurg  and 
Port  Ilndson  will  at  nnre  [m.ss  n[i  Kcd  Kivcr  and  there  remain  until 
further  orders.  Shuiild  any  <if  these  IkmiIs  he  in  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  tlicy  nius-t  be  destroyed.  Enforce  this 
order.     Do  your  uiinotit  to  do  so. 

A.  C  Pembertox, 
Luutenant-General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Gabon  eh, 

fort  llufiJtont  La. 


Letter  from  the  Secretanj  nf  fhr  Xai^f  to  tl\c  Preaideni,  regardituj  prepara- 
tion of  ike  C.  S.  S.  harritt  hmc  for  aea. 

Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  Jnnunnj  24,  1S6S. 
Sre:  For  your  information,  with  reference  to  the  steamer  Harriet 
Lane,  I  have  the  honi>r  to  repdrt  that  on  the  tOlb  instant,  in  anlici- 
patiuu  of  the  War  Department's  order  to  turn  the  vessel  over  to 
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the  Navy,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Bamey,  C.  S.  Navy,  then  at 
Mobile,  to  command  her,  and  acnt  her  full  complement  of  officers 
to  report  to  him  at  Galveston.  I  could  send  him  but  20  seamen, 
but  called  upon  Admiral  Buchanan  and  Commander  Brown  to  aid 
him  in  making  up  a  crew,  and  instructed  him  to  appeal  to  General 
Mar^'uder  to  aid  liim  to  complete  one. 

I  instructed  him  to  report  the  condition  of  the  vessel  at  once, 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  go  to  sea  and  await  orders.  He  has 
instructions  for  his  cruise  and  funds  to  defray  expenses. 

If  Galveston  is  to  be  held,  she  could  render  important  service  in 
the  bay;  otherwise  I  propose  to  send  her  to  sea,  if  vou  shall  approve, 
at  the  earliest  moment. 

Lieutenant  Catesby  Ap  R.  Jones,  for  whom  General  Magruder 
applies,  can  be  detailed  for  service  with  him.  He  is  now  command- 
inw  the  Chattahoochee. 

The  appointment  of  a  citizen  to  a  post  captaincy  over  the  heads 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  naval  officers,  as  recommended  bv  General 
Magruder,  can  only  bo  justified,  in  my  judgment,  by  considerations 
which  the  case  he  cites  docs  not  present,  even  could  it  be  done  legally, 
which  it  can  not. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALi/)nY, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Nai^y. 

The  President. 

P.  S. — The  dispatch  of  General  Magruder  is  herewith  returned. 


Report  of  Colonel  Dehray.  C.  S.  Armu,  regarding  communication  under 
flag  of  truce  with  the  U .  S.  S.  Brookhjn, 

January  25,  1863—5:30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Cook  has  just  returned  from  the  Brooklyn;  kindly  received. 
Commodon^  Bell  answers  my  communication,  laying  little  stress 
on  the  Imoy  affair.  He  told  Cohtnel  Cook  he  was  sure  two  buoys 
had  been  removed  l>y  iis.  (^ook  said  th<^  matter  was  lieiiig  investi- 
gated; that  tlie  rams  being  ((tntiiiually  moving  about,  it  could 
not  be  asc^'rtained  yet  which  did  the  deed.  lie  goes  to-morrow 
again  to  carry  to  the  HrooHyu  the  property  of  (Vtinmander  M'ain- 
wright,  w  lien  Commodore  Bell  will  answer  your  communication, 
whi<'h  answer  I  will  open,  informing  you  (»f  tlie  contents,  unless 
otherwise  directed. 

The  Ilaiti'nia  met  a  steam  vessel;  spoke  her;  slie  answered  she 
was  her  Majestv's  ship  Spitfire;  the  flaftera/i  .sent  a  Ijoat's  <Tew  and 
ofiicer  to  her;  the  vessels  anproached  eaeli  other,  when  the  would-be 
Spitfire  sent  her  several  nroadsides  in  succession  and  sunk  her. 
The  ofiicer  and  boat's  crew  escaped  in  tlie  night  and  went  to  tell 
the  Iftle  to  the  Hrooklyu.  Commodore  Hell  went  to  the  srene  of 
action  on  the  next  day  and  found  the  wreck,  her  (opmasts  out  of 
the  water.  Cook  said  lie  knew  all  about  it,  and  tliuf  it  was  the  .^fH). 
Ciunmodore  Bell  has  no  news  from  the  Sabine  sinre  the  capture  of 
the  vessels.  He  is  vcr}*  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  the  eonuiiandpr 
of  the  Morning  LUjht.  He  knew,  however,  we  could  not  get  her 
insido;  for  she  drew  15  feet  of  water.     He  .supposes  she  has  been 
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destroyed,  for  he  saw  some  spars  Hoatiiig.  The  British  officer  said 
to  Mr.  Lynn  that  Farift^it  int^-nds  to  ihostise  Gftlveston  excmplarily. 
They  say  Banks  is  disf^istpd  with  New  Orleans  and  wishes  to  leave; 
the  iiegiix's  ore  too  troiiblesonie. 

Coiniiiodore  Bell  wishes  to  know  your  deterrnLiiation  eoneeniing 
the  captured  olEcers  and  seamen,  as  vou  su^^estod  in  u  previous 
communtoation  your  wiUin{i;ne.ss  to  senfftheui  on  hoard  under  parole. 
I  must  state  that  Colonel  Cook  saw  in  a  paper  on  hoard  a  procla- 
mation from  Lincoln,  restricting  to  o\iv  soldiers  the  proviMums  of 
the  cartel;  if  so,  we  ought  also  to  Keep  their  oilicers.  I  tninkit  would 
be  dangerous  to  semi  the  seamen  out;  thfv  have  mixed  too  nuieh 
with  the  peoph*,  and  may  ho  well  informed  as  to  the  condition  of 
our  defenses. 

CiHuinodoro  Bell  is  thankful  for  tho  files  of  nou*snap«r8,  and  seitds 
you  a  New  York  Herald  of  the  6lh  Jacuary  and  ricayuiie  of  18th 
of  Januaiy,  which  1  will  forward  hy  to-morfow's  cars.  " 

X.  B.  Debray. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder. 


Order  of  0ie  Seeretanf  of  the  Stii^y  to  Litutenant  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
If  port  for  duty  at  Galvefiton. 

C.  S.  Navy  Df-partment, 

Office  of  Ordfra  ami  Drtfiil,  /iirhtm/mf,  J<in\iarif  26,  IS6S. 

Sm:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  tht'-steiinier  CAo/Zf/AoocArr  and 
you  will  proceed  t^i  (iillveston,  Tex.,  and  report  to  (leneral  Majjriider, 
C.  S.  Army,  commiindint;.  etc..  for  such  duty  us  he  may  iissign  you. 

By  command  of  l\w  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  atn.  reH|)ecl.fully,  your  ooedient  servant, 

K.   FoURR.ST, 

Chief,  in  Charge, 
Lieutenant  C.  Ar  R.  Jonrs,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Saffoid,  Oa. 


Reports  of  lAeutenant  Bamnj,  C.  S.  Xtwij,  rerfardivg  hU  arrivaf.  for 
command  of  the  C.  S.  A',  tiarritt  Ltiiif. 

Houston,  Ffhnt/iry  4,  IS6S. 
Informing  of  arrival  on  Ist  instant;  reportinfj;  what  I  h'arned  of 
con<liti<m  <if  Jhtrnet  Lanr,  and  stntiiij^  lliere  wii.s  a  fe«'li!ij£  among  the 
peofile  in  regard  to  ihe  charge  of  the  sliip  being  taken  from  those  who 
had  so  gallantiv captured  her.     *     «     * 

[J.  N.  Baunet.] 
Hon.  S.  R.  MArxoRv, 

Secrrturtf  of  Naify. 


HouRTOK,  Frhnianj  6,  1863. 
Informing  that  Lieutenant  Warley.  PaKsed  Midshipman  Worth, 
Midshipman  Sterling,  and  Third  .Vssistant  fCngineer  Miller  had  reported 
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foi  duty;  also  that  I  had  arrived  on  1st  instant,  in  pursuance  of  order 
of  iCth  January. 

[J.  N.  Baeney.] 
Flbg-Officer  F.  Foerest. 


Circular  ktte.r  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  foreign  consvXs  announcing 
th^  raising  of  the  blockade  of  the  -ports  of  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Richmond,  February  7,  1S63. 

Sie:  I  have  again  to  inform  you  of  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of 
two  Southern  ports  b^  superior  forces. 

This  Governnwnt  is  oiiicially  informed  of  the  total  dispersion  and 
disappearance  of  ihe  blockadftig  squadron  recently  stationed  off  Gal- 
veston Harbor  by  the  combineuattack  of  land  andf  naval  forces  of  the 
Confederacy.  In  this  attack  the  enemy's  steamer  Harriet  Lane  was 
captured,  and  the  flagshio  of  the  squadron,  tlie  WeMfi^ld,  was  blown 
up  and  destroyed.  Tiw  \)lockade  of  the  port  of  Galveston  is  there- 
fore at  an  end. 

The  armed  river  boats  which  raised  the  blockade  at  Galveston  then 

Eroceeded  to  Sabine  Pass,  where  they  again  attacked  the  enemy's 
lockaders,  cai>tured  thirle*'n  guns,  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  an<l  a 
number  of  prisoners.  No  blockading  fleet  now  exists  off  Sabine  Pass, 
and  the  steamers  of  the  Confederacy  were  at  the  last  accounts  cruis- 
ingoff  the  Pass  wiih  no  enemy  in  sight. 

This  information  is  given  for  the  guidance  of  such  of  the  merchants 
of  your  nation  as  may  desire  to  trade  with  either  of  the  open  ports  of 
Galveston  or  Sabine  Pass. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State, 
Alfred  Paul,  Esq., 

Conaal  of  France,  Hichtnond,  Va, 

[Same  to  the  otlicr  consuls.] 


Letter  from  Colonel  Debray,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Comnnodore  Bell,  II.  S.  Navy, 
reyardlny  place  of  communivation  nmler  fhiy  of  truce. 

Headquarters  Eastern  SmiusTRicT  of  Texas 

Galvettton,  February  9,  IS63. 

Sir:  I  have  l)een  informed  by  Colonel  Cook  and  Major  Von  Ilarten, 
V'.  S.  Army,  wlu>  had  the  honor  to  confer  with  you  untler  ling  of  truce, 
that  it  was  agreed  between  you  and  them  that  your  bearers  of  Hag  of 
truce,  shouhl  you  have  any  to  send  to  Galveston,  would  conio  lo.  ut.  or 
near  (he  tripod  beacon,  east  of  Fort  Point,  where  comiimnication 
would  be  held  by  us  with  them;  and  that,  did  they  pass  hrvond  that 
beacon,  a  wamuig  signal  of  one  blank  cartridge  should  he  lirtMl  fnun 
Fort  Point,  which,  if  not  heeded,  would  be  foUowcd  by  hostile 
demonstrations  on  our  part. 

I  would  respectfully  request  you  to  warn  any  neiitrni  vessels  wjio 
may  wish,  with  your  permission,  to  connnunlcaU'  with  Galveston 
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Under  (lag  of  truce,  or  otherwise,  to  comply  with  the  above,  in  order 
to  avoid  accidents  which  arc  now  l>cyoml  our  control. 

I  liavo  lh«  honor  to  Ih*,  very  ix»« pec t fully,  your  obedient  t^rvant, 

X.  B.  Debuav. 
f-nfonci,  Cnmmandifvg  EasUni  Hubdistrici  of  Texas^ 

Oomm<Hlore  il.  II.  Rkix. 

Commanding  V.  S.  Forces  off  Gahesion  Island, 


Report  of  Commander  Hunter,  C.  S,  Navy,  regarding  naval  operations 

on  the  coast  of  Texas, 

Near  SMiTirFiRi.n,  Trinity  Rivrr, 
yVA-  Countif.  Tex.,  Ftbru^mj  10,  tSGS. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  in  my  last  monthly  re|)ort 
that  lioneral  J.  B.  Magrudor.  commanding  thi.s'milit«ry  department, 
had  ])Ia<'ed  tno,  with  Captain  Kocers  and  tlie  renmant  of  the  crew  of 
the  C.  S.  schooner  Dodge,  on  the  Trinity  River  to  olwtruct  and  defend 
the  same.  In  these  duties  I  have  l)een  em]>Ioyed  constructing  wows 
and  in  efTectiny;  the  best  practicable  organization  of  the  people  re 
niaining  in  this  vicinity  for  its  defense.  The  volunteers,  conscripts, 
ami  drafted  militia  \\'\m>  hiive  already  been  called,  leave  but  vei*y  few, 
yet  those  tliat  are  left,  of  all  ages,  capable  of  pointing  a  gun,  evince 
a  patriotic  enthusiasm  to  sen'e.  There  are  from  eight v  to  a  hundred 
Indians  of  the  C'oushatta.  Alabama,  and  Muscogee  trrbes,  who  Iiave 
^een  long  established  in  this  region  and  are  wcirBkillcd  in  the  use  of 
ihe  rifle  and  knowledge  of  tlie  country,  and  who,  from  their  continued 
good  conduct,  have  the  conlidcnce  of  the  people,  ai*e  also  available 
anil  desirous  to  serve.  I  have  my  naval  command,  in  all,  including 
myself  and  olTiccrs.  fourteen,  hutted  at  tins  plaee.  Being  beyond 
the  reach  of  a  supply  of  regidar  rations,  we  subsist  on  corn  and  heef. 
The  former  article  hits  become  scarce  and  high.  I  hare  laid  up  200 
bushels  for  provisions  and  forage,  my  service  rex|uiring  the  use  of 
some  horses.  I  learn  that  since  ray  last  report  to  you  the  enemy 
have  twice  tlii*own  a  few  shells  into  the  city  of  Galveston,  doinw  but 
little  damage  and  killing  no  one.  I  leani  also  that  the  enemy  nave 
lost  oif  Galveston  a  steamer  called  the  IIatfrran,  mounting  three  rifled 
guns  and  four  32-poim<ioiN.  and  all  on  board  save  a  boat  and  boat's 
crew,  by  one  of  our  cruisers,  supposed  to  be  the  Afaftntna,  or  the  :?90. 
The  /latteras  was  simk.  Tlie  lirmg  was  lioard  and  the  flashes  of  the 
guns  were  seen  from  Galveston,  nut  the  accoimt  of  the  «t?air  was 
received  from  the  enemy  by  flag  of  truce.  This  I  learn  from  the 
newspapers.  I  also  learn  from  the  same  source  that  a  successful 
attacK  was  made  on  the  enemy's  ship  Morning  Light  and  a  schooner 
otr  Sal>iiie  Pass  by  a  detachment  of  the  army  under  Major  Watkins 
on  board  the  river  steamers  Josiuh  Bell  and  Cnclc  Unt,  by  wliiefi  the 
Morning  Light  and  schooner  were  captured,  with  a  hundred  and 
lw»*nty  prisoners.  The  Morning  Light  lias  since  been  destroyed  to 
prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  blockading 
force  off  Galveston,  when  I  last  lieard.  was  the  Brt>ok'b/n,  steam  sloop, 
and  fom*  smaller  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  W.  W.  HrsTER, 

Commander,  C,  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mai.lory, 

iSccretary  of  the  Nttvy. 
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lieport  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C,  S.  Navy,  commanding  C,  S.  S.  Uarriet 
Lane,  regarding  (kf  conditi&n  oj  that  veaael. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  IjAne, 
Galveston  Bay,  February  IS,  1S6S. 

Sir:  In  my  let  (it  of  4tli  instant  I  i-Qporteil  to  you  my  airival  in 
Texas,  mil!  infoniu'd  you  tlmt  llie  Ilarrui  iMue  wus  aground  on  Red 
Kisli  Uar,  and  that  1  woulil  lako  ]>nssc.ssion  of  her  wIumi  she  was  anoat. 
On  Olh  insLanl  1  took  ehai^e,  althougli  she  was  a^ain  got  ashore  in 
endeavoring  to  move  her  into  a  channel  which  had  been  dredged  out 
for  her  to  cross  llie  hnr.  The  next  day  she  was  afloat  and  now  lies 
below  lied  Fisli  Bar  waiting  the  further  dredging  of  this  channel  and 
the  occurrence  of  a  high  tide  in  order  to  take  her  into  the  upper  bay. 
TIus  plan  is  in  pui-suancc  ()f  the  aitvice  and  wishes  of  Major--(ieiu'ml 
Magruder,  a  copy  of  whose  communication  I  berew  itb  enclose.  The 
ship  has  been  stripped  of  her  guns,  niast^,  in  short  everything  except 
her  engine,  in  order  to  get  her  into  tlic  unjH-r  bay.  where,  there  being 
ID  feel  of  water,  she  could  be  fitted,  and  with  a  small  supply  of  coal 
on  hoard  perform  the  service  suggested  by  the  general,  l^hould  it 
be  deterramed  to  send  her  to  sea,  it  will  become  necessary  to  strip 
her  entij*ely  in  onier  to  recross  Re<l  Fish  Bar;  so  that  it  will  not  be 
advisalile  to  refit  )ut  uulil  the  decision  of  the  DepHrdnent.  In 
regard  to  her  coiiilition,  I  liuvc  to  report  that  the  ))riacipul  damage 
received  was  from  an  Xl-inch  s!)rH[meI.  wbicli  entered  the  starboard 
counter  about  —  feet  from  the  slempost,  and  -  belitw  the  spar-deck 
beams,  and  passing  diagonally  acritss  the  cabin  into  the  port  after 
room  in  the  wardroom,  exploded  in  the  sliip's  side,  tearing  off  several 
plank  for  5  or  it  feet  in  tengtli.  Tins  damage  has  been  sulFiciejitly 
repaire<l  to  enable  the  shi)>  to  ^o  to  sea,  but  it  would  be  advisable  to 
make  more  thorough  repairs  of  (ho  stern  frame  when  nn  opportunity 
occure.  The  port  wheel  was  disabled  and  the  shaft  thrown  out  of 
line  by  the  collision  of  the  Bayou  City.  This  damage  is  also  reported 
to  liave  been  repaired.  I  am  able,  therefore,  to  report  that  this  ship 
is  in  condition  to  be  Uttwl  for  sea. 

In  regard  to  her  tituess  for  cruising  against  llie  enemy's  commerce, 
I  submit  the  following  faclj>: 

Assistant  Engineer  Hall  estimates  that  her  hunkers  will  stow  140 
tons  coal;  her  hite  enjj:ineer  stut(?d  her  canacity  at  i:i5  tons.  It  is 
the  ojnnion  of  the  engine<?rs  who  have  hatl  cliarge  since  her  caf>ture 
that  she  would  consume  a  ton  per  hour.  Mr.  Ilall  estimates  thedaily 
consuniption  at  23  Ions.  The  shii>,  therefore,  stows  about  six  day*s' 
coal.  I  have  been  unable  to  get  hold  of  her  .steam  log,  and  can  not 
learn  tlie  actual  consumption,  l^pon  <?\aniination  of  her  rough  log, 
I  fuul  the  grculrt'st  run  for  one  hour  to  lie  1 1  knoti*  uiuler  sU'am  and 
all  flrawing  sail.  Ili-r  nvernge  steaming  is  about  200  miles  per  dav. 
Under  steam  alone,  with  a  fair,  fresh  breeze,  1  think  .she  niiglit  malie 
5  or  6  knots;  seamen  of  experience  say  only  3  or  -I  knots.  The  pilots 
tell  me  that  in  order  t^>  t4jke  her  out  o^  Galvestfm  at  night  there  would 
be  required  two  boal-s  on  the  bar  with  hght-s.  Ilcr  draft  of  water 
when  ready  f'jr  sea  was  10  feet  4  inches,  and  tt  would  Ik-  unadvisable 
to  i?U'i-ease  this  by  nutting  mvjch  coal  un  deck;  perhaps  one  day's 
consumption  might  lie  tarried.  This,  however,  wuuhl  decriMise  her 
rate  of  speed  at  lirst  starling,  and  thus  might  pri>v(»  disastrous,  per- 
liaps  fatal  to  success,     (.ieneral  M.  had  her  ready  for  sea  imder  Ciij)- 
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tain  Leon  Smith,  who  captured  her.  but,  aa  ho  states  in  liia  letter,  it 
was  thou<;ht  by  nautical  men  ahuoBt  impossible  to  take  her  Uj  sou, 
owin^  l^  tiie  number  ami  (list>(}8ition  of  the  blockailinj;  force.  Tliere 
must,  of  course,  be  great  risk  in  the  iittempt,  espeeialJv  if  the  draft 
of  water  be  ineroaaed  aiu]  the  rate  of  speed  decrease*!  by  carrying 
eoal  nn  deck.  Still,  in  a  <!ark  stormy  nii;:ht,  the  tide  bein^  suitable, 
1  vhink  tlic  chances  of  success  vvouhl  justify  the  attempt-  were  the 
vessel  ready  for  sea,  and  the  residts  to  be  expected  fri>m  lier  wlien 
at  sea  adeijuate  Ui  tlie  risk.  I  woidd  stiite  that  the  tides  on  Ciidveston 
bar  are  mainly  inlhienced  by  the  wind,  and  tliat  the  JhtrnH  hine 
w(tuld  have  U)  wail,  for  an  unusual  tide  in  order  to  go  out.  It  will 
be  observed  that  General  Magruder  states  that  he  is  endeavoring  t-o 
obstruct  the  entrance  of  Galveston  Harbor,  which,  if  successful,  wouhl 
prevent  the  egress  of  the  vessel.  It  remains  fur  the  Departnu-nt  to 
decide  whether  a  vessel  like  the  Uttrrift  Lttuf,  ilepending  rnuinly  on 
her  steam  power,  of  a  muderate  rato  of  speed,  and  carrying  but  sLx 
or  seven  days'  supply  of  coal,  can  render  elHeient  service  by  cruising 
against  the  enemy's  conuncrcc.  Were  such  my  judguiont  I  sliould 
have  taken  the  responsibility,  with  General  M.'s  consent,  of  fitting 
out  the  ship  and  endeavoring  to  get  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible.  Being 
of  the  conimry  opinion,  I  submit  the  above  reoort.  and  in  obedience 
to  your  order  of  the  I.'Uh  Januurv,  await  the  d<«ision  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Should  the  Depnrtment  del-enninr  to  order  the  vessel  Ui  sea, 
I  would  be  glad  to  Iiave  unv  information  it  may  possess  as  to  porta 
in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewliere.  where  coal  may  be  obtained. 

In  addition  to  the  15  men  sent  from  Kiclinlond,  35  of  the  crew 

fdaeed  here  by  (ieneral  M.  have  volunteered  to  remain,  and  the  general 
las  calloii  for  v*>lunteers  from  tiie  army,  the  only  souree  frcun  winch 
men  can  be  obtained.  1  think  in  a  tew  we4»ks  I  can  have  a  crew.  The 
ship  has  lieen  robbed  of  even  tliuig  movable.  Of  small  arms  I  (in<l  1 1 
culnu'wns.  J  rilles.  and  4  nid  altered  muskets.  Of  the  coal  captured, 
about  .'100  tons  n-main,  but  e.\j)osed  to  pilferage,  which  it  is  nut  in  my 
pr)wpr  to  prevent. 

I  have  alrea<ly  alhided  in  a  previous  letter  (<>  the  feeling  evinced  l)y 
the  people  of  Te.xas  on  account  of  the  IJarnei  Lane  being  taken  froiii 
those  wno  so  gallantly  captured  her.  General  M.  informs  me  that  he 
has  recommended  the  a])pointnLent  of  Major  (a  title  of  courtesy)  Leon 
Smith,  who  fitltHl  out  and  coimnanded  the  naval  exjiedition  engaged 
iu  the  recapture  of  (iaiveston,  to  a  position  in  the  Navy.  Whih'  the 
general  has  treated  me  with  the  grentesi  courtesy  and  extended  mc 
everv'  facility  to  enable  me  to  cam'  out  the  views  <d  the  Deparlnient, 
1  am  satlstied  that  he  was  disappointed,  and  his  plans  interfered  with 
by  my  being  ordertnl  to  the  JhirvUi  Liinr,  and  that  should  she  he  kept 
liere  fie  would  nmeh  prefer  that  Major  Smith  should  have  command  of 
her.  From  all  that  1  can  lenrn  Major  Smith  is  a  thorougli  seaman,  of 
correct  hat)its,  great  energy  and  dwiinguLsbed  eouraw  (as  bis  deeds 
testify),  and  should  the  Government  see  fit  to  acknowledge  his  gallant 
services  by  anting  upon  General  M.'s  suggestion,  1  believe  thai  in 
commaiHl  of  this  shi|»,  ui  connection  witli  the  rest  of  the  vessels 
already  commanded  by  him,  it  wouhl  be  in  his  power  to  rentier  nmi-e 
efhcient  service  than  I,  under  the  eircumslanres,  eoidd  ilo. 

At  my  suggestion  the  signal  book  of  thn  Mitrniuf/  IJ/jht.  captured 
oiT  Sabine  River,  has  been  sent  to  Admiral  iViehtinan.  I  chti  not  find 
the  telegraphic  dictionary  of  either  vessel.     When  1  was  in  Galve.st^m 
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ten  days  ago  the  squadron  then  blockading  had  not  changed  the  sig- 
nals from  those  in  this  ship's  signal  book.  Galveston  was  almost 
entirely  deserted  by  its  inhabitants. 

In  writing  it  would  be  best  to  address  nie  at  Houston.  Commander 
W.  W.  Hunter  has  gone  some  distance  up  Trinity  River,  I  am  told, 
and  I  have  been  unable  to  communicate  with  him.  I  believe  that  all 
the  men  he  enlisted  were  transferred  to  the  army  except  five,  which 
he  retained  for  a  boat's  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Babney, 
Luutenant,  Comtnanding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  RhTimond, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Nawj,  coTumanding  C.  St.  Si.  Harriet 
Lane,  regarding  oncers  on  that  veaxeJ. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay,  Fehniary  I4,  iS63, 
Sir:  In  my  letter  of  6th  instant,  I  informed  you  tbat  Lieutenant 
Warley,  Passed  Midshipman  Worth,  Midshipman  Sterling,  and  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  Miller  had  reported  for  auty.  Since  that  day  the 
following  otticers  have  arrived  and  reported:  Lieutenants  Half  and 
Wharton,  Assistant  Paj^master  Moses,  Passed  Midshipman  Read, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer  Hall,  and  Midshipman  McDermett. 

There  being  no  apartment  on  board  this  ship  for  steerage  officers, 
except  assistant  engineers,  I  have  been  oblieed  to  place  the  passed 
midsnipmen  in  the  wardroom,  and  will  probably  have  to  take  the 
same  step  with  the  midshipmen  when  the  ship  has  her  complement  of 
engineers. 

Veiy  respectfully,  3'our  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Cmnmanding. 
Flag-OfHcer  F.  Forrest, 

Hurenu  Orders,  etc. 

The  16  men  sent  from  Richmond  have  arrived. 


[RlRnal  dls]iiit('li.] 

Signal  Post  E. 
West  Baton  Rouge,  Fehruanj  IS,  /.SYA*?. 

One  transport  loaded  with  troops  arrived  atBaton  Rouge  yesterday: 
five  more  at  Plaquemine,  also  witii  troops,  on  their  way  up.  One 
large  transport  towed  by  two  steam  tugs  and  loaded  with  piuvisions 
came  up  lute  yesterday  evening.  General  Banks  has  seized  ail  the 
steamboats  in  the  river  to  transport  troops  and  supplies  to  Baton 
Rouge,  (hie  transport  went  up  Havou  Plaouemine  and  the  VankecM 
report  her  eaptureu  by  our  men.  The  Yankees  say  tlicy  will  attack 
Port  Hudson  in  a  few  days  with  a  large  force;  also  they  will  Imve  a 
force  on  this  side  soon. 
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Thp  LauTf}  HiU  brouglit  up  200  men  (cavalry  antl  infftntry).  She 
took  ciirn  and  molasses  from  John  Bird's  plantation;  SLoured  the 
country  to  capture  us,  Init  failo<l;  took  all  ourclothea,  elt'.;  threatened 
to  return  in  three  days.  8av  they  have  six  inunth'H  supply  of  corn 
and  provisions  now  at'  Baton  Kouge. 

W.  C.  Miller. 
Signal  Operator,  Post  E. 
General  [Kranklix]  Gaiidxeti. 


jAtUr  jrom  Brigadier-Qenfml  Scurry,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Cotmnaitder 
Hunter,  C.  S.  Navif,  regarding  investi gat u»i  to  he  made  relative  to 
complaintti  conneiteii  n-Uli  the  transfer  of  the  schiwurr  Utxtge. 

11eai»qi:artkus  Eastern  Subdistrict  of  Texah. 

llmsion,  Tex.,  Feltruanf  IS,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  hy  Rrigndier-General  Willinni  K.  Si'urn,'.  who 
ha.s  hcen  direclt^d  hy  the  major-general  cumniandiiig  to  invwftigate 
the  complaint  matin  by  yourself  U^  the  Scci-etary  of  the  Navy,  of  date 
NovemlMT  21,  ls02,  against  Colonel  X.  B.  Dehray,  to  request  you  to 
furward  to  thosr  hoanqunrters  the  evidence  in  siippnit  of  the  same, 
and  also  a  full  and  succinot  statement  concerning  his  action  of  "  tak- 
ing from  the  (!orifederate  States  schooner  Dodge  the  men  and  arms," 
under  your  conuntmd. 

You  will  also  ho  pleaded  to  furnish  authenticated  copies  of  all 
orders  to  youitielf  received  from  Colonel  X.  B.  Del>ray,  concerning  the 
taking  of  isaid  tnen  ami  arms  from  the  lJ<fdge,  with  .such  statenicnt.s  hs 
may  aid  Brigadier-General  StTurry  to  get  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  facts  complained  of. 
Very  respectfully, 

«     Albert  X.  Mills, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oetterat, 

Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  N&vy. 


Order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rains,  on  assuming  command  of  Selma 

Foundry  Works. 

Special  Orders,  |        Headqiarters  Government  Foundry, 

No.  1.  f  Sehui,  [Ah.].  Frhntart/  JO,  IS63. 

I.  The  purchase  of  the  Selma  Foundry  Works  having  been  efffrted 
by  the  Confederate  Government,  in  necortlance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  Oi-dnance  Bureau  at  Kidunond,  1  assume  com- 
mand of  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Army  and  Navy. 

IT.  Mjiji>r  N.  R.  Chamhiiss  is  heref>y  appouitetl  cxecitlivc  officer, 
and  during  my  absence  will  lake  charge,  under  the  genera)  (lircction  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  L,  Wliite.  eommanding  arsenal. 

III.  The  ofiicois  of  the  Navy  who  may  be  assigned  to  duty  at  the 
Government  foundrv  works  will  have  the  supervision  of  such  work  as 
ma\'  bo  in  progress  for  that  Department. 

George  W.  Rains, 
Lieuterumt-Colonel ,  Commanding, 
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Leitfr JroTii  Ctimmunder  Hunter,  C,  S.  Nainf,  to  Major-Qeneral  Mn^rudrr, 
C.  S.  Artnyy  acknowledging  recnpl  oj  cvnimunii^aHon. 

Smithfikli),  Trinitv  River,  Polk  County,  Tex., 

Fthnmry  23,  1863. 

Sm:  I  respectfully  ac  know  lodge  the  rercmt,  cm  tlie  2lKt  inslaul, 
of  a  transeript  of  a  (■(imimmi<-ation  U*  you  from  the  lionoruble  AVar 
and  Navv  Departments  in  relation  to  an  en<|uiry  or  inve.stijjnlion  of 
(V)iunel  2t.  B.  Dchray's  euiukict  touehiiig  the  transfer  of  the  crew  uf 
the  Confederate  sehooner  Dodge. 
I  am,  respet'tfuUv, 

W.  W.  HxTXTEn. 
Cmnmrtv(hr,(\  S.  iVavy. 

Major-GenernI  J.  B.  MAonnnr.n,  C.  S.  Anny. 

Comiig.  MUiUtnj  Ikitt.  of  Tejms,  AVw  Mexico,  urn}  Ari£(ft}4i. 


Report  of  Commander  Uunter,  (7.  S.  Novy,  regarding  the  contttruction 
of  boats  in  Trinity  liiver. 

^EAii  .Smitiifiku),  Trinity  Kiveu.  1'oi.k  County,  Tex., 

February  2.H,  1863. 

Sir:  In  ohechence  to  yuwr  order  uf  the  25lh  nitiiiio,  dh-eeiing  me  to 
complete  the  boats  coniineiued  on  Trinity  Hlver.  I  ain  i)roceeding 
with  tlu'ir  ronHtructioii.  They  will  he  hiiilt  without  any  cost  to  the 
CioverniiUMil,  Major  Washington  and  one  of  his  nei^hboi-s  hayiiie 
offered  to  furnish  the  neressary  materials  and  ineehunies,  with  surli 
aid  as  coidd  he  snared  from  my  command.  They  will  keep  the  boats 
here  so  long  as  tliey  are  likely  to  be  needed  in  the  public  service  and 
will  then  retain  them  as  their  private  property.  One  is  dime.  The 
great  difliculty  of  obtaining  Umdier  causes  some  delay  in  completing 
the  <tther. 

The  Trinity  Uiver  is  now  very  high.  Tins  rejnon  is  completely* 
isolatpfl  by  tHe  Mood.  From  this  plaee  to  the  prairie,  distant  !i  miles, 
there  is  but  one  prattieable  way,  and  that  impassable  at  the  presout 
atage  of  Iho  water. 

1  am,  very  ivspoctfully, 

W.  W.  HUNTEK, 

Contmander,  C.  S.  Navjf. 

Major-Genera!  John  B.  XrAORtrDEn,  C.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Miiitury  Depi.  of  Texas,  New  Mesnro,  and  Arizona. 


Heport  of  Lieiitenrtnt  Uarnfy,  C.  S.  Navif,  commaiuUng  C.  S,  S.  fhtr- 
riet  Lane,  regarding  tfw  condition  of  tiutt  vettufJ. 

Houston,  Fehruory  2S^  ISG3. 

Sik:  On  4th  instant  I  informed  vou  of  my  anivul  here,  and  on 
13th  reported  the  condition  of  iho  Iiarriei  iMnf.  As  comniimication 
is  now  very  uncertain,  I  will  recapitulate  the  contents  of  that  letter. 

The  injuries  received  had  lieen  repaired  so  that  she  whs  in  (u>ndition 
to  go  to  sea.     She  was  stripped  of  everything  except  engine  in  order 
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to  gpt  lior  ovpr  Hod  Fish  bar.  GeiiersI  MH^jnider,  deomin^  it  neces- 
snry  for  her  safety,  and  Imving  jjivcii  up  tlie  idea  of  sending  her  to 
sea.  pi'itpospd  keeping  her  in  the  upper  hay  for  the  defense  of  ap- 
proaches Id  the  interior,  i  enclosed  h  c*)pv  ol  his  cominiinic-ation  on 
that  subject.  The  best  infonnation  I  could  get  plae^d  the  ship's  con- 
sumption of  coal  at  23  or  24  tons  per  day.  1  JTonnd  her  capable  of 
containing  13-'^  or  140  tons,  about  six  days*  supply  It  wouhl  be 
inmdviNnhlc  to  carry  ftny  on  deck,  as  her  draft  wouUi  ho  increased 
so  nuich  us  Ui  render  cmssing  the  bar  at  iiij!:lit  haKardous.  The  gi-eat- 
est  run  for  one  hour  which  I  founil  on  her  h)^  was  11  knot-s  under 
steam  and  all  sail.  Her  usual  rate  under  steam  alone  in  ordinary 
weather  was  a}>out  200  miU's  per  day.  I  wa-s  of  opinion  that  the  ves- 
sel was  not  such  as  to  make  an  eflicient  cruiser  against  tho  enemy's 
coninuTio,  and  await  the  orders  of  the  Department. 

1  informed  you  that  some  feeling  existed  at  the  ship  being  taken 
from  those  wlio  had  captured  her,  and  that  I  thought  General  M.s, 
plans  luid  been  inlcrrercd  witii  Uy  my  orders,  and  thai,  although  the 
general  had  treated  me  witli  the  greatest  courte.-^y  and  extended  every 
facihty  to  enable  nio  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Department,  1  was 
satisfied  (lui(  he  woidd  prefer  that  Majf»r  I*eon  Smith,  whom  he  had 
ivcommomicd  for  an  appointment  in  the  Navy,  should  keci>  commaiut 
of  the  ship,  and  1  added  that  I  bclii-vrd  he  would  be  able,  under  (ho 
circumstancfs,  U)  render  more  efficient  Kervi<es  than  I  could.  I 
desire  more  fully  to  explain  my  Wews  on  this  subject.  Major  Snuth 
already  conmiands  tho  cotton  boats  fitted  out  by  General  M..  and 
the  presence  of  two  forces  afloat,  under  different  organizations,  and 
commanders  independent  of  each  other,  would  )>(*  very  apt  to  pro- 
duce confusion  and  discord.  Wc  have  a  melaiu-holy  instance  of  this 
in  the  events  on  the  Mississippi  previous  to  the  fall  of  New  Orleans, 
and  the  Navy  is  just  now  suncnng  imdor  the  most  unjust  aspersions 
arising  from  a  want  of  understanding:  and  cooperation  between  tho 
naval  and  military  forces,  and  the  jealousy  and  ill  feeling  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  Army  and  State  gunboats  toward  the  ojfioors  of  tho 
Navy.  PVaring  that  such  a  state  of  things  miyht.  unch'r  like  circum- 
stances, he  repeated  here.  I  expressetl  my  nelief  tlnit  should  tlie 
Department  act  on  (Jeneral  M.'s  reconnnendation  the  Ilnrt-ift  Lane 
would  render  more  efhcient  service  in  harbor  defense  under  Major  S.. 
who  is  a  thorough  seaman,  of  correct  habits,  great  energy,  ami 
undoubtcfl  courage.  Since  writing  that  letter  I  have  conveised  with 
General  M.,  who  stated  that  it  would  not  do  to  put  all  the  boats  under 
naval  nllicers,  and  agreed  with  uie  in  tho  most  delicate  manner  that 
he  thf>ught  more  olhcient  service  might  be  rendered  hy  having  all  the 
force  afloat  inider  one  head.  From  these  statements  the  Department 
will  apprcciat*!  the  position  in  which  I  am  placed. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  report  .h)bn  [William?]  Krick.  acting  chief 
engineer,  has  arrived.  lie  puts  the  consuntption  of  coal  at  20  tons 
per  day.  From  the  late  ofi'icers  of  the  Ilnrrltt  hmr,  now  in  prison 
here,  one  of  my  engineers  learned  that  her  minimum  consumj)tion  of 
coal  was  !.■>  tons  per  day;  that  she  was  very  fast  in  smooth  water,  but 
could  make  but  lit  lie  way  against  a  head  sea.  ller  engineer  stated 
that  she  got  out  of  coal  in  running  from  Washington  to  Key  West. 
With  Ibis  additional  Ught,  I  am  still  i>f  the  opinion  that  she  will  not 
make  an  elHcient  cruiser.  The  blockade  at  tJalvest^>n  might  be 
elude<l.  I  think,  and  if  the  Department  saw  fit  the  attempt  be  mado 
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lo  run  bor  into  soim?  other  port  of   tho  (Vjnfoderatc  States,  or  she 
jnicht  he  tak<Mi  ahrtnifl  and  ntted  with  a  i)n>i>ellpr. 

1  havo  soni  liv  a  nionilicr  of  (JeniTal  M.'s  stiifT,  who  gopa  to  Kiot^ 
niond.  a  copy  ot  AVi'bstoi's  Dirtionao'  for  tiio  purposo  acsigTialfd  in 
your  Ipttor  of  instniotions.  This  also  goes  by  private  hand,  the  maiU 
)>eiug  veT\'  iinreliahk*. 

The  ofucers  orderw]  liero  have  all  reported  except  Doctor  Page. 
Very  respftetful}y, 

J.  N.  Bar.vey. 
Hon.  S.  K.  Mallorv, 

SecrtUiry  of  Navy. 


Order  of  IJeutrnnnt  Bartuy,  V.  S.  Nnvt/.  to  Lieutenant  Warletj,  C.  St? 

Nat^j,  regnrflinfj  the  assignment  of  that  o/ficer  to  the  C,  S:  S.  Harriet 

J  Mite. 

Harriet  Lane, 
Gaheston  Bay,  Fehniari/  30.  186S. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  20th  instant  I  have  to  state  that  _ 
am  awaiting  tne  decision  of  the  Navy  f>epartment  as  to  whether 
this  ship  wUl  be  sent  to  sea.  Should  sutli  be  the  determination, 
your  services,  at  all  times  most  desirable,  would  then  become  almost 
indispensable.  Until  I  liear  from  the  Department  on  this  subject  I 
flo  not  feel  authorized  to  deprive  the  ship  of  yi'ur  services  as  exern- 
tivp  olficer  bv  allowing  you  to  return  Kast  while  there  is  a  possibility 
of  the  ship  l)€in<;  iitted  for  sea.  1  am  well  aware  of  our  relative 
positions  as  lieutrnanti^.  and  although  I  should  lie  very  >;lud  14)  have 
Ihr  benefit  of  your  ability  and  exnerience  as  executive  ofTicer  in  any 
duty  that  may  l>e  assigned  this  snip,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable t-o  expect  V"U  to  remain  satisfied  in  that  ca|mc!ty  on  harbor 
defense,  and  I  will  do  all  that  I  can,  consistently  with  "my  duty  to 
the  Government,  to  fwrtbi-r  your  views.  1  regret  that  an  inmu'diaLc 
compliance  with  vour  renviest  does  not  appear  Lo  me  to  come  under 
that  cati'gory.  The  wortling  of  your  orders  "  to  report  for  tmy  iluty 
I  might  assign  you  "  was  merely  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  I>epart- 
ment  to  keep  secret  the  intention  of  sending  the  ship  to  sea.  My 
orders  informed  nie  that  you  were  ordereil  lor  duty  on  board  this 
ship,  and  I  do  not  consider  that  any  larger  discretion  is  vested  in 
me  than  is  usually  granted  to  oflieers  commanding  ships  of -war. 

Bv  reference  to  the  const-survey  chart  you  willfimi  that  the  ship 
is  still  in  Galveston  Bay  and  that  you  areuiistaken  in  placing  her  in 
Buliftlo  Bayou. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  X.  Barnev. 

Lieutenant  A.  F.  Wari.ey, 

Present. 


Proclamation  hy  t}ie  PreMdent. 

It  is  meet  that,  aa  a  people  who  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  a 
living  Go<i,  we  should  be  ever  mindful  of  our  deiH-ndciirc  on  Him; 
uhould  remember  that  to  Him  aluuecan  we  trust  torour  delivcmnc-i 
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that  to  Ilim  is  duo  devout  thankfulness  for  the  signal  mercies  be- 
stowed on  us,  iind  that  by  prayer  alone  can  we  ho|^)e  to  secure  the 
continued  manifestation  of  that  protectiiig  eare  which  has  hitherto 
shielded  us  in  the  midst  of  trials  and  dangers. 

In  ohe<lienee  to  His  precepts  we  have  from  time  to  time  been 
gathered  together  with  prayers  and  thanksjjiving,  and  He  has  been 
graciously  pleaded  to  hear  our  supplications  and  to  gi-ant  abundant 
exhibitions  4>f  His  favor  to  our  armies  and  our  people.  Through 
many  eonlticts  we  have  now  attained  a  jdace  among  the  nations 
wbiclh  commands  their  resnect;  and  to  the  enemies  who  encompass 
us  around  and  seek  our  destnirtion,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  has  again 
taught  the  lesson  of  His  insi^ired  word,  that  the  battle  is  not  to  the 
strung,  btit  to  whomsoever  He  willeth  to  exalt. 

Agtiin  our  enemv,  with  loud  boasting  of  ihe  power  ol  their  armed 
men  and  mailed  ships,  threaten  us  with  subjugation,  and.  with  evil 
machinations,  seek  even  in  our  own  homes  and  at  our  firesides  to 
pervert  our  men  servants  and  our  maid  servants  into  accomplices  in 
their  wicked  designs. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  my  privilege  to  invite  you  once 
mon*  to  meet  together  and  to  prostrate  youi*selvea  in  humble  sup- 
plication to  Him  who  has  been  our  constant  and  never-failing  sup- 
port in  tlu'  past,  and  to  whose  prul^'ction  and  guidance  wc  trust  for 
the  future. 

To  this  end  I,  JelTersou  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederat^e  States 
of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  setting  apart  Friday,  the 
twenty-scvenlh  day  of  March,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
prayer,  and  I  do  in\ite  the  ncojile  of  the  said  States  to  repair  on  that 
day  to  their  usual  pbiccs  of  public  worship  and  to  join  m  prayer  to 
Almighty  (iod  that  ho  will  continue  His  merciful  protection  over  our 
cause;  that  He  will  scatter  our  enetnies  and  sot  at  naught  their  evil 
designs,  atid  that  He  will  graciously  restore  to  our  beloved  country 
the  blessings  of  jieuce  and  .security. 

In  fuitli  whereof  I  have  hcreunt<>  set  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Rieh- 
mohil  on  the  twenty-seventh  dav  t»r  Fef>niarv.  in  the  year  of  our 
l^jrd  one  thousand  eight  hundrccf  and  sixty-three. 

[sEAi.-j  Jkfferson  Oavis. 

By  (he  President: 

J.  P.  Bf.njamin, 

Secretary  of  Staie. 


Letter  from  Vommander  Hunter,  C.  S.  N^arji.  to  Major-General  Magrti- 
deVf  C  S.  Army,  rftjnnlinjj  (hr  ftwriishinff  of  estimalts. 

Near  Smithpield,  Polk  County.  Tex., 

Fehruanj  ^7,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  25th  instant  I  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Ste- 
phen Yancey,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  as  follows,  containing 
a  printed  Ueneral  Order,  No.  27,  dated  Houston,  Tex.,  December  22, 
lSfi2 : 

f'*pTAis:  I  RTii  instnu'tpii  liy  Hip  m«jc»r-j!fnoriil  (.■omiiianditif;  to  onqiiirp  if  yoii  Imvo 
pvpr  nvrivrd  a  r'lpy  ot  Uie  (■iirliHod  order,  autl  if  so,  wliy  tluj  eaLiinat«s  wore  uot  made  ant) 
forwnrdcd  in  thi\<*e'hoadquiirl«r8. 
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I  wouM  respectfully  state  that  I  had  not  previously  seen  or  known 
of  the  General  Order  No.  27  alluded  to,  ancl  that  funds  for  my  naval 
command  are  furnished  hy  the  honorable  Navy  Department.  1  have 
therefore  no  estimates  to  make  for  funds  for  the  payment  of  officerg 
and  men  in  the  naval  service  under  my  command.  A  small  portion 
of  stationery  and  medicines,  with  part  of  the  naval  ration,  was  drawn 
from  the  army  when  no  other  means  ot  subsistence  could  be  procured; 
for  these  the  requisite  vouchers  have  been  given  at  the  time.  If 
aught  else  be  deemed  needful  in  this  matter,  I  will  cheerfully  exe- 
cute it. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter. 
Cojnmander,  0.  S.  Navy. 


Major-General  John  B.  Maokuder,  C.  S.  Army, 

Oontdg.  MUif<inj  DisL  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 


Arizona. 


IKmlosiirr'.  I 


General  Orders,  j  Headquarters  Dlsthict  of  Texas, 

>  New^  Mexico,  and  Akizoka, 

No.  27.  (  IIouMon,  Tfx.,  Decrmber  i^J,  1S62. 

I.  All  ollieers  of  the  (^tnirter master's  Department  within  the 
limits  of  this  district  are  here))y  ordered  to  furnish,  without  delay, 
to  these  }iead([nartors,  a  correct  statement  of  the  amount  of  money 
hitherto  a<lvam'e(l  by  tliem  to  the  Medical,  the  Ordnance,  the  Com- 
mis.sarv,  and  the  Kngineer  Departments,  respectively. 

n.  In  order  that  each  dopartntcnt  may  act  indei>endently,  and 
be  self-sustaining,  tlie  Chiefs  of  the  Onhiance,  Engineer,  Me<lical, 
and  (-ommissary  Departments  will  hereafter  make  timely  estimates 
for  tlic  necessary  funds  for  their  respective  depiirtments,  and  also 
estimates  of  funds  necessary  to  rei>ay  (Quartermaster's  Department, 
tlirough  tliese  head(juartcrs,  on  the  heads  of  their  departments  at 
Kichinond,  Va. 

III.  ("aptaui  Hunter,  of  the  Navy,  will,  forthwith,  make  estimates 
of  funds  necessary  for  the  piiynient  of  oflicers  and  men  under  his 
command,  and  for  the  naval  service  on  this  coast.  He  will  also  make 
ase|)iirate  estimate  of  funds  on  the  Navy  Department  for  the  sums 
advanced  by  the  Stall  Departments  of  the  Army  for  naval  purposes, 
forwarding  "the  same  tlirongli  these  liead<|uarters. 

By  command  of  Major-(ieneral  J.  B.  Magruder: 

Kl>Ml'Nl>  V.  Tl'UXKR. 

Capfa'ni  aiitl  Assistant  Ailjufaiif-drncraf. 

N.  B.  -  It  is  the  duty  of  all  ollicers  t<i  acknowledge  to  these  head- 
(luarters  the  receipt  of  eacli  general  or  special  order  that  reaches 
them. 


jTHfKnim.J 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  Fehmavij  ,/?,  iSfiS. 
The  Essex  can  be  bought  for  3tJ0  bales  of  cdttttu.     This  is  con- 
sidered reliable. 

Frank.  Gauoner. 
Lieu  tenant-General  Pemderton. 
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ITplqcrunl 

JArxMON,  Miss.,  ^'hrwiry£7, 1S63, 
Buy  her  at  any  prire.      I  will  guaranty**'  paymont. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
Major-General  Frank.  Gardner, 

Port  ihnUon. 


Report  of  Ohicj  Eiiginefr  Forah^y,  C.  S,  Army,  re}errin<j  to  defenses. 

Ox  UoARO  Steamfh  Alamo, 
From  Liberty  up  Trinity  {near  Coaahatchk  Villafji-),  Mn,  h  2,  18$S. 

General:  Tho  defenses  of  our  ooant  linos  form  tho  absorbing 
thought  with  me  till  I  think  and  dream  of  little  else. 

*«*♦**« 

I  have  just  seen  Commodore  Hunter,  who  has  built  a  f;ood  flat, 
arid  is  now  cnnstrurtinp  another  for  convenient,  use  in  crossing 
troops  or  the  like,  lie  atjpears  in  good  health  and  so  with  Ilia 
men,  thi>ugh  their  station  here,  at  a  point  80  far  fn«n  any  possible 
utihty,  is  a  subjeet  of  constant  derision  among  the  people.' 

******* 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  G.  FORSITET. 

Major-General  Maohuder, 

Commanding  Dijttrict  of  Texas,  etc. 


Lrtter  jnmi  Mafor-Gfuernl  iitirdnvr,   ('.   S.   Army,   to  ^fa}or-Gen^rflI 
Taylor,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  reported  movements  of  the  emmy. 

Heai>qijarter8. 
Port  Ifudson,  /,«..  March  3,  iSGS. 
GeneraT;:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  information 
of  annlhcr  gunboat  having  passed  Vieksbiu'g  is  erroneous.  The 
river  i.s  now  entirely  free  of  the  enemy  f)elween  tliis  and  (hat  point. 
The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  again  at  Rosedale.  Information  is 
not  positive.  The  enemy  at  Baton  Roiige  are  evidently  nearly 
prepared  for  an  advaiue  at  this  point,  and  any  day  may  bring  infor- 
mation of  his  putting  his  force  m  motion. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardker, 

Major-General. 
Major-Goneral  Uu  il\ki>  Taylor, 

Commanding  Western  District  of  Louisiana. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Navu,  regarding  application  of 
Lieutenant  Warley,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  detaehment  from'C,  S.  S.  Harriet 
Lane. 

Hatiriet  Laxe, 
Gah-esion  Bay,  March  5,  iSSS. 
In   foru'arding  the  within  application  of  Lieutenant  Warley,   T 
would  state  that  my  approbation  thereof  depends  upon  the  ^uty 
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assigned  this  shin.  Shnuld  she  be  sent  to  sea,  Lioiitenant  Wftrlcr's 
exi>t'rici;t*t'  woula  he  of  ihe  jrreales!  sei-vice.  and  I  would  he  nmst 
iinwiUinj;  lo  part  with  him  imlesH  .some  otiier  oilicer  of  irreater 
experirnt'c  ifiari  eillier  of  (i»e  other  lieutenants  now  on  hotird  wore 
oraercd  as  executive  officer. 

Should  the  whip  J>e  retained  here  for  harbor  defense,  Lieuieiianl 
Warley's  services  could  he  dispensed  with,  and  his  position  in  the 
service  is  so  near  my  own  that  I  most  respectfully  recommend  that 
his  refpiest  be  granted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  uUedienl, 

J.  N.  BAuyEY, 
lAeuUTiant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  K.  Maixort. 

P.  S. — T  believe  tliat  in  a  former  communiention  T  omitt^^d  to 
mention  thai  Master  M.  M.  neotun  reported  for  duty  on  Fehnmry  •!. 
All  the  olTicers  ordered  luivt;  rep4»rtod  except  Surgeon  Page.  I  have 
an  army  surgeon  doing  the  dutv. 

J.  N.  B. 


ITrkprnins,] 

Port  MtiosoN,  March  .9,  1868. 
Lai>to   reinforcements   arrived    at   Baton    Rouge   yesterday    and 
day  before.     Force  can  not  be  Jess  thtin  ;U).0(Kl. 

KiiANK.  Gakdnkk. 
Major-Gfiwral,  Commanding, 
Licut.cnant-Generftl  Pembeiiton. 


Jackson  r  March  9, 186S. 
Your  t/^legnitn  of  nth  received.     You  have  now  all  Ihc  fon-e  I  can 
give  voii.     The  od<Is  are  large  against,  but   I  am  too  much  i>resKcd 
on  iill  sides  to  give  you  more,      Kndeavor  to  get  in  all  the  subsistence 
you  can.     I  believe  you  wilJ  whip  their  demoralized  arn»y. 

J.  C.  Pemberton, 
Lifuienani-General,  Voinmanding. 
Major-Generai  Franklin  Gardner, 

PoH  HudMon,  La. 


Port  lUrnsoN.  La.,  March  iO,  t86S. 
The  lieutenant  of  the  Esaex  is  reported  arrest<>d  for  tjrason.     Myj 
advance  pickets  have  been  driven  in. 

Frank.  Gaupnek, 

M  ajor-Orneral. 
Lieutenant-Cieneral  Pextrerton. 
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Report  of  LietUerKt.'ni  Barney^  C.  S,  Nmry,  cammandinif  C.  S.  S,  BarrUt 
Lanet  regarding  duty  to  be  performed  by  thai  veMel. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lank, 
Galveston  Bay,  March  ,9,  IS6S. 

Sir:  My  previous  letters  have  infonned  you  of  the  condition  jvnd 
position  of  this  ship.  Having  crossed  Uod  Fish  Bar  and  brought  her 
asliii^h  up  the  bay  as  her  draft  of  water  would  permit.  I  determined  to 
take  on  board  her  battery  and  fit  her  for  service  heie  in  accordance 
with  General  Majiruder'.H  sujigestiiin.s  as  expressed  in  his  commiini- 
catiou,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewitli  forwarded  marked  "A."  On 
inlorming  (ienera!  Magruder  of  my  determination  in  regard  to  the 
^ins,  I  received  this  communication,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  "B," 
IS  herewith  enclosed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  General  Magnider  has  chaneed  his  view8  in 
repaid  to  the  necesaily  or  usefulness  of  tliLs  ship  for  the  defense  either 
of  Galveston  or  the  upper  buy  and  tributaries,  and  speaks  only  of 
defending  the  ship.  I  do  not  suppos*'  that  it  was  or  is  the  wisli  or 
intention  of  l!ic  Ih'fmrtmerit  to  keep  tlie  siiip  here  with  a  full  comple- 
ment of  oflifcrs  and  men  merely  for  the  purpose  of  defending  her  in 
the  contingency  of  an  attack. 

I  have  already  suggested  that  shoiihl  the  Department  concur  in 
my  opinion  ot  the  unfitness  ol  the  Ilttrrhl  Lane  as  a  cruiser,  she  might 
be  run  into  Mol>ile  or  w>me  other.nf  our  purti^.  where  she  wnnld  be  nf 
service  for  barbfir  dclensc  or  other  ibity.  It  hius  also  l)een  suggested 
that  she  Wi>uld  be  u-seful  iti  rnnning  the  blockade  on,  the  Atlantic 
coast  with  good.s  rei|uired  liy  the  Government,  or  that  converted  into 
a  mm  by  strengthening  her  bow  and  sheathing  it  with  iron,  with  her 
machinery  protected  by  iron  or  cotton,  she  inignt  operate  successfully 
against  the  blockading  lleet. 

An  excellent  crew  can  be  procured  here  from  the  army,  and  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that,  fully  omcered  and  manned,  with  one  or  two  guns 
ou  boaixl,  she  might  be  sent  abroad  to  meet  at  some  designated  point 
one  of  the  vesseU  building  for  the  Confederacy,  and  there  Iraosfor  the 
officers  and  cnnv.  She  might  then  l>e  .sold  or  used  as  a  bhwkade 
runner. 

I  shall  be  vcrj'  glad  to  retain  command  of  her  for  any  active  warlike 
purpose,  anri  woufd  be  especially  pleased  to  l>e  transferred  with  the 
ollicers  and  crew  to  an  efficient  cniisiiig  vessel.  Should  the  Harriet 
Lane  be  retained  in  these  waters  under  trie  circumstances  indicated  in 
General  M.'s  last  communication,  I  take  it  for  grunted  that  I  will  be 
imnu'diately  detached.  The  defen.se  of  the  ship  could  be  intruste<l  to 
any  ^od  company  of  .<<ildiers  under  their  own  olTicers.  The  battery 
con.sisted  of  ttucc  TX-iuch  Dtihlgi'cn  gtms  (one  pivot  and  two  in 
broadside),  two  li!4-poiind  howitzers,  and  a  SO-pound  Parrott  rifle. 
Should  she  be  sent  out  a,s  h  triiiser.  in  my  opinion  the  Uahlgren  pivot, 
with  the  three  lighter  gims,  wtiuld  be  her  proper  armament. 

Tt  may  be  proper  i\t  adil  tfial  at  the  time  General  Magruder  was 
informc<l  of  my  wish  to  take  the  battery  on  board  he  stated  to 
Lieutenant  Warley  that  if  the  ship  were  ordered  to  sea  her  guns  should 
be  restored.  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  this  communication  by 
the  hand  of  T.-icutcuant  A.  F.  Warley.  who  can  funush  any  informa- 
tion the  Department  may  require  in  regard  to  this  vessel  and  subjects 
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connected  therewith.  Lieutenant  Warley  was  ordered  as  executive 
officer  under  the  supposition  that  the  smp  would  go  to  sea,  and  in 
which  case  this  experience  would  be  very  necessary  to  me,  and  should 
the  Department  determine  to  send  her  out  I  trust  that  he  or  an 
officer  of  sea  cxperienco  will  be  sent  to  her;  otherwise  it  seems  but 
justice  to  hull  that  his  application  for  detachment  should  be  granted. 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Frick  reports  the  machinery  in  good  order, 
and  that  the  boilers  will  last  one  year  with  care.  He  now  computes 
the  ship's  daily  consumption  of  coal  at  16  tons.  Should  she  be 
actively  employed  she  should  have  two  more  assistant  engineere,  only 
one  of  those  ordered  being  competent  to  take  charge  of  the  en£rine.  I 
have  had  several  applications  for  that  position,  and  would  nave  no 
difliculty  in  securing  the  services  of  competent  persons. 

She  should  also  have  another  medical  officer,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  application  of  Dr. 
Boyd,  who  hart  fdlcd  the  position  of  surgeon  up  to  this  time  and  who  is 
desirous  to  remain  as  assistant  surgeon.  His  appointment  to  that 
post  would  he  acceptable  to  the  officers  and  myseli,  and  I  believe  for 
the  public  good. 

Should  she  be  ordered  to  Mobile  or  any  other  Confederate  port,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  send  a  harbor  pilot. 

Lieutenant  Warley  is  directed  before  leaving  to  ascertain  whether 
the  obstructions  bemg  constructed  at  Galveston  will  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  ship,  and  will  inform  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  result  of  his  enquiry.  Upon  this  of  course  will  depend 
the  future  employment  of  the  vessel.  Should  she  be  detained  in  Gal- 
veston Bay,  I  repeat  the  request,  for  reasons  urged  in  this  and  previ- 
ous letters,  that  I  be  relieved  from  the  command  and  assigned  to 
more  active  <luty. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenani,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mv\r,L()RT, 

Srcrftanj  of  Navtf,  Richmond. 


Order  nj  Lieutenant  Harney,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieittenant  Warley^  C.  S, 

A'ffrj/,  /()  proceed  to  Hlckmond,  Va. 

C  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Galvesfnn  liatj,  .\farch  10,  1863, 

Sir:  Y<tu  will  proceed  by  earliest  opportunity  to  Kichmond,  Va., 
report  to  the  honorable  St^cretary  of  ^avy,  and  jjresent  to  him  the 
accompanying  (•(►mmunications.  Y<m  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  to 
the  Xavy  Department  any  information  that  ma.y  be  required  in 
regard  to  this  vessel  and  matters  connected  therewith.  Should  vou 
meet  with  any  official  letters  or  dispatches  for  me,  you  are  hereby 
authorized  to  open  and  r(*ad  them,  and  will  then  act  as  vour  judgment 
may  dictate  in  regar<l  to  ]>rosecution  of  this  order.  "Bclon*  leaving 
you  will  endeavdr  to  obtain  information  in  regard  to  the  obstruction 
of  Galveston  Harbor  so  as  to  inform  the  Department  thereof. 

Should  this  shin  be  sent  to  sea,  I  expect  you  to  return  to  lier  unless 
a  lieutenant  should  be  ordered  in  your  place. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  keep  vour  dispatches  in  condition  ready  to  be 
destroyed  ti)  prevent  their  raiting  into  tlte  enemy'w  bunds. 
"Wisliinjr  yon  a  safe  and  speedy  journey, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  y«nir  most  obedient, 

(I.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Conmiamiing. 

Lieutenant  A.  F.  Warley,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Pre^eTU. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Sv2alrowsH,  O.  S. 
Army,  reganling  the  'placing  of  ubstructwn^  in  Oahesion  Uarhor. 

Harkiet  Lane, 
Oalveston  Bay,  March  IS,  1863. 
Corx)NEL:  It  may  be  important  in  deciding  the  future  emnlovmont 
of  thiti  ship  that  the  Navy  Uejjartmenl  should  be  infonneii  whetlier 
she  can  leave  CJalvestun  al  any  time.  WiU  you  be  kind  en(>iiy:h  to 
inform  nie  whetlier  tlie  obstructions  you  are  placintj  there  will  he  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  prevent  the  egreas  of  this  ship  from  the  harbor, 
and  il  so.  ut  what  time  that  prevention  will  be  complete? 

Jjjeutenant  Warley  is  about  goinjr  Kast,  and  1  oesire  to  send  the 
iiifornLation  by  him.  Should  Lieuienant  WaWey  nnt  meet  you  in 
tialveston.  wift  you  be  pleased  to  telegiaph  to  him.  care  of  (jeneral 
Scurry,  Houston ^  If  the  obstructions  will  prevent  the  sliip  jjoing 
nut,  you  will  he  understood  if  you  telejrrnph  to  Lieutenant  Warley 

"  No;  after days,*'  mentioning  the  time  at  which  the  obstruction 

will  be  so  far  complete  ns  to  prevent  the  ship  goini(  out.  The  answer 
"Yea"  will  uidicate  thai  tlio  obstruction  will  not  be  a  bar  to  the 
egress  of  the  ship. 

As  Lieutenant  Warley  will  leave  by  the  hrst  bout,  a  prompt  atten- 
tion to  this  malliT  will  oblige, 

Very  respectfully,  ytuir  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney. 
Lieutenant,  Commanding^  C.  S.  Navy. 
Colonel  SuLAKOWSKi, 

CJiief  Engineer  ly'istrict  Texas,  etc.,  Oalvestori. 


Order  oj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  B-uUoch,  C.  S.  Navy. 

CONFEDERATK    StATES    OF    AMERICA, 

Nm^y  Department,  Richinonff,  March  12,  1S63. 

Sik:  The  two  ships  muler  your  immediate  charjje  will  be  named, 
respectively,  Mi^niasippi  and  Louisiana. 

In  accordance  with  vour  wishes,  you  will  take  the  comnumd  i)f 
one,  unci  the  other  will  be  assigne<l  to  Conxmander  T.  J.  Pago,  who  is 
instructeil  to  conuuunicate  with  vou. 

For  the  onerous  and  responsible  dutj'  of  getting  these  sliips  to  sea 
and  fitting  them  for  service  the  Department  looks  to  yuu  uloiie.  and 
every  naval  officer  and  agent  of  this  Departnient  is  expect^ul  t.o  give 
all  possible  aid  to  this  important  work. 
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Circumstances  may  arise  to  render  a  change  of  instrucUoiis  expe- 
dient, but  under  existing  circumstances  the  President  hopes  tnat 
these  ships  may  be  available  for  the  recovery  of  New  Orleans,  and  to 
this  great  object  directs  your  preparations  to  be  made. 

To  one  so  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  character  and  defenses 
of  the  Mississippi  below  New  Orleans  as  yourself  details  of  them  are 
unnecessary. 

It  is  believed  that  if  your  two  ships  could  pass  the  two  forts  at 
nieht  they  might  drive  away  or  destroy  the  enemy's  ships  at  New 
Orleans  and  capture  the  city. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  James  D.  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy, 

lAveryoof,  England. 


Report  of  Bri-gadier-General  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  affairs  at 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Headquarters  Western  Subdistrict  of  Texas, 

Fort  Brown,  March  11,  186S. 
Sir:  The  Federal  steamer  Honduras  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande  on  the  6th  instant,  but  was  unable  to  communicate  with 
the  shore  until  yesterday,  when  Colonel  E.  J.  Davis  and  five  others 
landed  on  the  Mexican  side  and  i>roceeded  to  Matamoras.  The 
objects  of  this  arrival  have  not  transpired,  but  rumor  says  (on  the 
authority  of  Colonel  Davis)  that  other  vessels  will  soon  follow.  The 
Honduras  is  a  transport,  armed  with  two  rifled  guns,  24-pounder8, 
and  has  aboard  ISO  men  and  8  fieldj>ieces,  with  their  caissons,  but 
no  horses.  The  men  are  well  armed.  She  is  provided  with  four 
surfboats  capable  of  transporting  40  men  each.  She  is  evidently 
uneasy  and  anchors  for  the  nigiit  amongst  the  fleet  in  Mexican  wat<*rs. 
I  have  detachments  of  ellicient  men  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  at 
Point  Isabel.  1  do  not  anticipate  a  landing,  but  am  ^irepared  for  it. 
I  shall  go  down  myself  this  morning.  My  opinion  is  that  Colonel 
Davis  came  for  his  family,  who  have  been  in  Matamoras  for  some 
time,  and  to  take  oil  the  deserters  and  renegades,  who  number  full 
100  men. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 
Brigadifr-General,  Proinsiotwf  Army. 
Major  A.  G.  Dickixron, 

A.  A.  G.,  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Housfon.  Tex. 


[TeleKram.] 

Jackson,  March  //.  1S6S. 
General  Gardner  estimates  enemy  at  Baton  Rouge  at  least  :io,(iOO. 
preparing  to  advance  at  once.     Small  force  advanced  to  the  Coniite 
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[River].  Essex  left  New  Orleans  Sunday.  Farragut,  with  flnrtfoni., 
Richmond,  Monongahela  ou  Monday.  ^VU  transports  and  al)  gun- 
boats, except  Fensucola  aud  (reneste,  gone  ujj  from  New  Orleans. 
One  Iiundred  and  tenth  New  York  Ueglment,  when  ordered  to  Ber- 
wifk  Bay,  nuitinied. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  an  immediate  attack.  Two  dredging 
machines  halfway  thi-ough  canal  at  Vicksburg^^  I  fear  it  will  succeed 
in  establishing  a  battery  at  Grand  Gulf,  uiver  witliin  5  feet  of 
high-water  mark  last  year;  rising  slowly,  luiemy's  gunboats  and 
transports  in  Tjiliahal-trhie  will  probably  attack  (jur  fort  (in  Talla- 
batchic,  fl  niiUs  abme  Greenwood,  in  a  day  or  two.  Wt*  have  also 
cotton-dad  at-eamboats  in  the  river. 

J.  C.  Pembeuton, 
Lieutenant-General ,  Commanding. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

Chattanooga. 


[Telegnun.] 

Jackson.  Miss..  }farrJi  12,  fSfiS. 

Since  my  telegram  of  the  Ptli  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  levee  at 
the  lower  month  of  the  i-unal  has  given  away.     *     •     • 

Gt*neral  \A>nng,  from  furt  on  Tallahatchie,  ti  miles  above  Green- 
wood, telegraphs  on  the  9t.h: 

From  every  infonnatinn  I  can  g«t,  enrtny'd  giinbriAtA  will  lie  dmm  to-inniTow.  Ttiey 
were  75  milw  abwve  hen*  lo-<lay- 

1  think  General  Luring  will  he  able  to  repel  them.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  determine  correctly  eneniv's  strength,  because  of  the  over- 
llow.    .*.*.* 

Mississippi  5  feet  lower  than  high-water  mark  last  year  and  rising 
at  Vicksburg.  Kncmy  estimated  by  General  Gardner  30.1)00  at 
Baton  Koiige.  His  advance  daily  expected,  /issfx  left  New  Orleans 
Sunday.  Fanagut  left  on  Ilariford,  with  Richmond  and  Mononga- 
hfin,  on  Monday.  All  gunboats,  except  Pensacola  aud  Hi'nesee,  and 
all  tran.sports  have  gone  iijv  the  river.  Several  large  gunboatfi  and 
many  mortar  boats  at  Port  Hudson.     *     * 


Jeffekso.n  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond. 


J.  C.  Pemberton. 
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303,  307.  424,  477.  485,500,545,595,616,641,680,680,713,715,722,747 
Reixjfts  of. 

Baton  Rouge,  Lii.     Occupation  of,  by  United  States  forces,  December  17, 

1862 415 

Mississippi  River.    Openitions  in 432, 574 

Mobile,  Ala.     Blockade  of 200 

Plaquemine.  La.     Joint  operations  near.  January  3  and  4.  18ti3 481-484 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Attempted  passage  of.  March  14,  1863 G71~(»73,r>77,678 

Forlifications  about 51 4 

Operations  at 430 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Casualties  on,  passage  of  Vickshurg  batteries,  July  15,  18(>2 21 

Movements  of 151 
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race. 

Alert,  foiift'df-rftte  schooner.    Menltooed -    .         423 

Alexander,  William.    Mentiou«d. 07. 70 

Alice,  S(lwK>ner.     Mcittioned , ,. 731 

Alice  (Matagorda),  St««inpr.    Menlibned. 308,309.620 

Allen,  Edwin  J.     M«>ntionpd 712 

Allen,  J.  P.     Mentioned ^.... , w 366,267 

Allen,  John.     Mrutioned ^.^^ -. 160 

AUiB,  S.  H. 

Mfiit  ioiifu] 31 

Keporlnf  di-xtriKiiotiorU.  S.  S.  Wwlfipld,  January  I,  I8B3 441 

AUiaon,  John.     MmitiuiiMl 444 

Althea,  Owl  fy-boonpr.     Upntioned 637,638 

Atverous.  Job.     Mcntiom-d 42 

Amoa,  Charles.     Monliuoed 461 

Andenion,  C.  L.     .Mi-uliimr-d- G66,fi72 

Anderson,  Christian.     Mfiii  ioiied 87 

Anderson,  James.     Mt«iitinited .....»»....<•.. ..»»«...«        70 

AnderBon,  William.     Mi'iitiimtKd. '. 683 

Anderson,  William  O.     Sti-  WtHiattt  O.  Anderton.  U.  S.  bark. 

Andrew  Manderson,  Stun-dhip.    Mentionvd 7S3 

Andrew,  John  A.     Mriitiuiicd 464 

Andrews,  David.     Mt-iiliuniK] 680 

Anglo-American,  Stt'imicr. 

IHsj"  'vit  i<  in  nf 290 

FiriiiK  upon,  t>y  Fort  Iludaim  bntt^tiM,  August  28.  1862. 181, 162 

Mi-nli.mwl —  .i.---- Ill,  lflO,21fi,320 

St'iziire  and  nrming  of. ., 245 

Ann,  Stedmpr.     Mpnlioiu<d 503 

Ann,  Lady.     St-r  J^y  Ann,  ffrAoonrr. 

Annie  Clapp,  Schooner.     Kciwueof  i-reworstrtttnor  VorktowTi.  Aii|tiut23, 1862.  23»-240 

Antona,*  Briiif*h  jttcwiiM'r. 

('^.pliiic  of.  .fi.nu.iry  0.  1863 4i»-499,  .tIK.  ."iai,  S06, 5U 

M*-ntiom'd -..-.. ,,,.-..  612, 6B2 

Ape.  St<'jia]rr.     MentioiiMl 761 

Appel,  Philip  P.    Comspoodenre  with 

Frirrt-st.  Frcnrh- 812 

iliml.T,  VVilliMm  W ;. ..      807 

AranaaB  Pass,  Tex.    Bloi'kstki  of. 
Orders  and  instructiflns. 

B.'ii.  H.  n em 

Knrrttgut,  D.  G , 308 

Kc|Kirt«  of 

Kilt^^'dgl^  J.  W 160 

Lamaon,  C.  W 342 

Sm  ftlao  CorpM  Chruli,  Tex. 

Arbela,  Ramon.     Mi>utii]nt.'d 27fi 

Arbona,  John  O.     Keportof csptureof  boBt'icrewfroiaU.S.S.OwMaco,Nfivem- 

Iwr  14.  1862 ; 346 

Ariel,  Si-hooncr.    Mi-ntiLitwd -■.... 731 

Ariel,  Strainer.    M<:>iilio»ed - .*......... <*..b.«>.....      641 

Arizona-    S**  Caroline,  Sieamrr. 
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Arkanaaa,  O.  S.  ram.  Page. 

Construction  of 67 

Destruction  of,  Dear  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  August  6, 1862. 

Abetraet  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga 120 

Communications  from 

Brown,  Isaac  N 130 

Fairfax,  D.  McN 128 

Farragut,  D.  G .■ 118 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 122, 123, 129 

Porter,  W.D 121,122,128 

Roe,  F.  A 124 

Extract  from  diary  of  F.  A.  Roe 771 

Extract  from  papers  of  John  A.  Wilson 132-136 

Orders  of  D.  G.  Farragut  regarding  court  of  enquiry 126, 127 

Reports  of 

Butler,  B.F 121 

Farragut,  D.  G 115, 120 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 68 

Porter,  W.  D 1 17, 123 

Ransom.  George  M 119 

Riley,  Robert  K 129 

Roe,  F.  A 118 

Van  Dom,  Earl 130, 136 

Statement  of  Charles  W.  Read 131 

List  of  officers  of 132 

Mentioned 80, 83, 96,  ff7, 100, 106, 107,  HO-112, 114. 

147,  161,  193,  313,  320,  705,  706,  712-717,719,720,747-749,753,770-772 
Passage  of.  from  Yuzoo  River,  through  combined  Federal  fleets  above  Vicks- 
bui^,  and  engagements  with  Federal  vessels,  July  15-22,  1862. 

Aljslract  log  of 

Carondclet.  11.  S.  vS 43 

Tyler,  U.  S.  S 39 

Casualt  ie« : 

Confederate 69, 70 

I'liioii 4. 5, 20, 21 ,  26, 39-42 

CouHnuni<-atiun.s  from 

Davis.  C.  H 9,12,15,16,18 

Ellet .  Alfred  W 44, 45 

Farragut ,  D.  (i 7-11, 13-17, 19 

Navy  Department,  V.  S 5^  7 

Phelps,  S.  li 55 

Porter,  W.D 45 

President,  C.  S 74 

War  DeiMirtnicnt,  U.  S 47 

Destruction  of  U.  S.  mortar  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones 27-35 

General  order  of  War  Department.  C.  S 71 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Confederate  C«ngre.Hs 71 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Davis.  C.H 54 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 44 

Farragut,  D.  G S,  S,  16-18, 54 

Navy  Department,  II.  H 36 

Renehaw.W.  B 33 
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Passage  of,  from  Yazoo  River,  through  combined  Federal  fleets  above  Vicka- 
burg,  etc. — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Atdeo,  James 21 

Beaufort.  F ! 42 

Breese,  K.  R , 27 

Brown.  Isaac  N 64, 67-71 

Cboate,  Isaac  U 21 

Clark,  Thomas 42 

Davis,  C.H 6,48,69 

Dixon,  H.L 22 

Ellet.  Alfred  W 46 

Farrogut,  D.  G 4, 20, 62, 80, 96, 120 

Foltz,  J.  M 5,20 

Gillmoro,  T.  S 43 

Girault.  J.  F 66 

Gwin,  William 36-41 

Helm,  B.  H 72 

Henderson,  A.  A 21 

Hoolc,  Jamra  L 72 

Uunt«r,  James  M 47 

~    Lee,  S.  P 27 

Lowry,  R.  B 22-24 

Nichols,  Ed.  t 24 

Mathews,  R.  B 73 

Mathewson.  Arthur 25, 26 

Navj  Department,  C.  S 67 

Palmer,  James  S 26 

Porter,  W.  D 50, 60 

Preston,  W 73 

Purdy,  John 25 

Renshftw,  W.  B 29-32, 48 

Statham,  W.  S 72 

Van  Dorn.  Earl 65, 66, 74, 75, 136, 137 

Wainwright.  R 20 

Walke,  II 41-43 

Wise,  George  D 3 

Statement  of 

Bishop,  Joshua 36 

Kverett,  Charlea 35 

Graham,  W.  C,  et  al 34 

Jack.  Charles  E 32 

Williams,  Thomas 34 

See  also  Absfracts  of  logs  and  diaries,  pp.  705-779;  also  Extract  from  jiapern 
of  John  A.  WUaon.  pp.  132-136. 

Arietta,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.     Mentioned 79,  U 3 

Anuant,  I>eopold  L.     Mentioned 523 

Arms,  anununition,  etc. 

Defective 391 

Shipment   of,  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad.    See  Blockade  runnerx. 
Movements  of. 

Amett,  John  P.    Mentioned 31 

Arnold,  Lewis  G.    Mentioned 240,243 
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P»ge. 

Aro  &  Cox.    Mentioned 216 

Aroostook,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 305, 

306, 308, 313, 343, 379,  407, 413, 478, 528, 595, 629, 641, 727-731, 759 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala « 412, 649, 654 

Orders  for  raoveraents 312, 430 

Arthur,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by 301,302 

Mentioned 152, 161, 169, 202, 208, 253, 264, 342, 360, 388, 389, 397, 438,  478, 

513, 537, 542, 593-595, 606, 614, 636,638, 641, 661, 662, 664, 738, 741, 743 

Operations  off  Aransas,  Tex. 201,396 

Orders  for  movements 340 

Arthur,  CharleB  G. 

Mentioned 275 

Report  of  burning  of  British  steamer  Blanche,  October  8,  1862 269 

Ashcrait,  John.    Mentioned 683 

Atchafalaya  Bay,  La.    Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut 386 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut 379 

Atchafalaya  Biver,  La. 

Expedition  in,  Dox^erahcr  6-9, 1862,  and  capture  of  slcumers  Southern  Merchant 
and  Naniope.  ■  ^ 

Extract  from  diary  of  G.  W.  Baird 394 

Report  of  Thomas  MrK.  Buchanan 393 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  1).  G.  Farragut 601,602 

Reports  of. 

Buchiinim,  Tliomas  McKean 3S0 

(Vmke.  A.  P 611 

Ijoriiig.  Knink  W 618 

Weitzcl.  G 611 ,  618 

Atchafalaya  River  and  Bayou  Teche,  La.     Operations  in. 
OrtolHT  ;iI-NovemlxT  5.  IS62. 

AI»stract  l<^  of  U.  S.  S.  Ciilhoun _ 333 

Extnict  from  diary  of  George  W.  Biiird 331 

Comrnutiinitiona  from 

Butler.  B.  K 330 

Stiite  Department,  ('.  S 334 

War  DppHrtment.  C.  S a34 

Reports  of 

Buchanan,  Thuma.s  McKcnn ;J26,  330 

FarieH,  T,  A 337 

Fuller.  E.  W 335 

Tiiylor.  K 337 

NovemlMT  10-13.  lSfi2.     Abstrat-t  log  of  (he  L',  S.  S.  rMlliomi 342 

Sep  also  Bai/ou  Teche,  Ixi. 

Atkinson,  Arthur  H.     Mentioned 388 

Atlanta,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 792 

Atlantic,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 208 

Augur,  Christopher  C, 
Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  A.  P 611 

Weitrel,  Godfrey 61 1, 618 

Mentioned 601,709,761,762,766 
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Augusta,  r.  S  S     Convoy  of  Bankti  expedition  fracD  HainptoD  RoadA  to  Ship 

bUod 429 

Austin,  flipamrr.     Mpntionrd ..*      208 

Austin,  WiUiamH.,  2d.     Mmtioned. ^.-      883 

Averett,  Samuel  W.     (VtrrrapondeTkce  with 

M.inUl,  J.  N 810 

Nnvy  Depftrimpm.  C.  S , 702 

Aycock,  JohnT.     Mcntionod 571,572 

Aycrs,  Anson.     MfiuiuiicJ -..,--.  30,  -H) 

Babcock,  WiUiam  S.     Mtutionod ruO 

Babcock,  WUIoughby.     Mi>titinnrd fiSI 

Bacon,  William.    S4m>  WUliam  Baton,  V.  8.  morfor  tehomur. 

Bocot,  Richard  H.     M«Dtioncd , 132,  lan 

Bagbj,  Arthur  P.     Mmtinnrd 4A4. -172  . 

Bagley,  William.     8(v  William  Baj/lejf,  Confedeniit  ^tamer. 

Bailey,*  Siir^<>on      M(>ntinii(>d. 506. S72 

Bailey,  Theodonis. 

C«nTtt*(>i«idpnre  with  D.  O.  FHirtgiit 4IW,  .^4l..'iKfl 

Mnitionrd 303, 338. 372, 429,  -WO,  506, 527,  S35,  SKI,  (MIR 

Bainbridge,  I'   S-  \ing.     Mrnt  innod ,,_.,., 752 

Boinbridge,  Edmund  C.     MpDlion«d £16,^1 

Baird,  George  W.     Kxtrnrt  from  diary  of — 

IMoImt  ;«)  to  November  3,  1802...! mi 

Ppff nilicr  0.  I.W2 ;.-••••       ^^ 

-Iiintmrv  U   ITi.  |S(W .51tl 

Baker.  Mrs.     Mwitioii«l 743 

Baker,  Edward.     .M.-iili.iriMl 4P7.  UK 

Baker,  George  8.     MrntioiHHl 31.ti4.'i 

Baker,  Harriet  M.  (Mim).     Minlioitpd B34,742,74.'i 

Baker.  Joseph  A.     Mfnlionrd 487 

Baker,  Thomas  H. 

CorrpspiJiideiMc  with  H.  H.  BrlJ 421 

Mi-ni  ioninl 47H,  .'JDS 

Bnker,  W.  H.     S.r  W   ft   Hakrr.  Schooner. 

Baker,  Wilham  R.     McnlmiiH._ ^ W4 

Baldwin,  Timothy.     >f<>ntinnrd .V>7 

Bail,  George.     Mcril  \fm*H\ 47 

Baltic,  C.  S.  mm.     Mentitmed l(W.  I(M.  000. 63K. «32.  TIM 

Baltic,  Slfttmer.     Montionwl 115 

Banea.  Jaznes.     MrtitUxit'd.... .....i.....^^.....       183 

Banks,  General.     .Scs"  (Itnrral  IJanttH.  Sitanur. 
Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

ApiMiriU'd  to f-oiiMuniid  IVimrliiifnt  vf  the  Qitlf. 340 

Cnrmspoiidnrii')'  with 

AI>lwti.Ch«il«aH r,g7 

Burl.  WilliiimL 440,4^6, 

Fnrmgiit,  D.  (; -. 428,516,540,6SD.701j 

GroviT.  Cuvi«T 4rt 

llfilWk,  II.  W 637.651 

Ha)lc»,.)o«-phL 701 

Uuggiiw.  Charles 440 

Nttvy  Department.  U  S .,^_^ 430 

VtnydMUDid. 
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Banks.  Nathaniel  P.— Oontiaucd. 

Cnrrewpondenop  wilh 


Sill 


.J««o. 
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WpiiyHOoHfrey..... 494,516.517 

M(>nU«n«>a , 332,  *>l, 

•115.  42],  421),  \5».  .711,  5-12.  5.^,  M2,  57).  5M,  50S,  fi()I. ««.  fW7,  ««>.  621 
«;*4,  «44,  W5o,  am.  row,  741,  745,  7«l.  7B2, 764, 7G5,  778,  779,  Sift,  S35,  Sit) 

Rotieviw  B.  K.  Biitlor  of  command -, _.  409,417 

R«p4>rt«  of, 

Ciftkraton.Tex..     Re<-aptiire  of,  bj  ConfedpmteH.  Junmiry  I.  1863 454 

MitiUry  ojwnitionn 610,617 

Mmisiiippi  Uiver.     Opi*rnti»tui  in 57ft,  640 

I'orl  Iludiion,  Ln.     rH«Mp*>  of.  Mnrrh  14.  1863 ,....       eSW 

Banks*  Expedition.     Coiivuv  of.     iteport.  uf  E.  U.  PHrrotl' 429 

Bannon,  Patrick.     Mpiitiotn-ii ilSTl 

Baptiate,  John.     Mrniinned 733 

Borbot,  Alphonse.     M<«ntinri(^l 132,1*4.  72t» 

Barker,  William.     Mfntimif^ 160,  IGl 

Bamar,  Ma-Mj^r.     Mrnlionod -.-- SOS 

Barnes,  Henry.     Mmlumpd 670 

Barnes,  John  D.     MnnlioniKl 6.20,706 

Bamett,  diptnin.     M^'nliorwd S28 

Bamett,  William.     Munliotifd 55N 

Barney.  Joseph  N. 

AppiiintLHi  to  ('ommAnd  C.  S.  S.  Harrii^t  Imiw _ R33 

.\MumM  cotnTnnnd  ofC.  S.  S.  HHirivt  Lane. 835 

CoiTMpondpnre  witli 

Suliikowski.  Viilcry ,.„,.-.„. 851 

WiirJpy.  .\.  F 844,8.^) 

Mcntion«l 8I6,S29,S3-1 

Report  of  oimdilion  of  C.  8.  8.  Hnrriet  Lnm^  and  pre|Mrnlion  for  dutv 835, 

H38-»40,W2,847.840 

Barra,  Auguste.     Mcntiooed 734 

Barrataria,  U.  S.  S. 

Mrn(i«n«l S2«,  510. 51t5,  (KG,  617.621, 641 

Ordrn*  for  inovomenta _................. 601 

Barrig^an,  John.     MrnlionKl 496 

Barstow,  Robert.     Mmiidin-d 688,689 

B artholomew,  Lyinan.     Mcniiuned 100 

Bartlet,  Wilson.     Mpniinnoil 47 

Bartlett.  Benjamin  P.     Mfntionrd.. ,....--.. -—-....- 461 

Bartlett.  Henry.     Mftiiioncd ..*. 5fiS 

Bartlett,  John  R.     Mrnliorird , 744 

Bartley,  Lawrence.     Mpniionrd .*....—  ........... 557 

Bartram,  David.     Mi-ntionpd ...-^.,. 39.40 

Baasett,  Wesley  W.     Mciitioiwd 412 

Batcheller,  Oliver  A.     Moniioned ,., 685 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Allien,  Jaroe*.  rclivn-il  of  rommnnd  olf 612,613,615 

EngnftPinent  nt.  .\tigu»t  5.  ISG2.     Ki>)i»[tji  of 

BuUrr,  B.  F 121 

Cnliill,  Thomos  W IM 

Portfr,  W   I) -s., ..- 114 

6cc  abo  Arhi}iM*,  C.  8.  ram.     Dealnietimt  n/*,  AtiytiM  ff,  i8$f. 


Baton  Roug«,  La.~AV)Dtinued. 

EvaLUftlion  of,  by  V.  S.  forrra,  August  21,  1862. 

CuiumunicatiutiH  from  U.  O.  Fumigul 160 

RppoHs  of 

Vk-  Bbuu.  J ; 7B4 

Ro('.  FA 166 

Kiigglcs.  Daniel 785 

Occupation  of,  \i\  V.  S.  furtos,  rXTcmU-r  17.  1H62. 

Orders  and  irwtnicttiKw  of  IX  G.  Farrngul •114,416 

R^-porlit  of 

Aldcn,  .Jamca ...,...-.■.....-..-.--...„.- 415 

Bcall,  Williiim  N.  R 416 

Fatmffiit.  D.G 415 

Oi-over.C 416 

Opt'rnlloiu  111.  • 

Comaiuiiii.-iilionii  from 

Bittctri  RoN^p.  Ltt..  provwioiiBl  mayor  of... ...k^..^^..^.^..^ 783 

Butler.  B.  V 106, 108 

Karrngul.  D.Q Ill 

LrfirgtiuT,  J , .,.#..-.,,..,, 783 

Haiiiw.  HulU-rl  E 145 

PorUT.  W  D 106 

Rftiifwrn,  Goui^jp  M .^....^....w. ISO 

Ordi-n*  and  iiwtniclioiM  of  D.  G.  Farragut 8B,»4, 100, 140, 143,  620 

RriMirtfl  of 

PnrliT.  W.  1) 105 

Treble,  Gpor«o  li 114 

Ranmm.  (.'Torge  M 112,  ISJ,  IM 

litH>,  F. -V 168,156.244 

WilliftmH.  T 107 

See  iilst>  Ahj^racts  nflngit,  ^arirt,  etc..  pp.  70&-779. 

Smith,  M.,  uppiiinl(*d  In  nimmiinrl  off 615 

Baton  Rou^,  La.,  Provisiona]  Mayor  of.     CorrespoadeiKe  with  Dknict  Run;- 

(rl<-« 783 

Baxter,  Chorlea.    Mt-Dtioned 557 

Baxter,  CliarleaH.     MpntioniHl 670 

Baxter,  Peter.     Mentioned. . ,-,, 307 

Baylie,  Mr.     Mentioned S23 

Bayou  Bonfouca,  La.     Skirmisb  dd.     Report  of  N.  R,  Witt. 800 

Bayou  City,  C.  S.  3. 

Momioned 448,  468- 

471, 474, 0 1 4. 602. 745. 746. 785, 7«6.  788. 792, 7frl,  7ttS,  810. 814.  S24. 838 
Opemtionn  nt.  Galvcwton.  Tex.     Sec  thlvMton,  Trx.     Hecaplure  of,  by  Confed- 
erate forcta.  Jan>uu]/l,186S.  pp.  437-477. 
Bayou  Sara,  La. 

Opemtiona  at.     Report  of  C.  N.  Rowley 779 

Shrllini;  cf,  by  U.  .S.  S.  Eawx,  August  23-24,  1882. 

Report  of  W.  D.  Porter 181 

Conimiintratinns  from  H.  C.  Whil*'mnn 785 

Bayou  Sorrel.  La.    Operationa  lq.     Report  of  John  C.  Wataon 617 

Bayou  Teche,  La. 

Joint  attack  iippn  C^nfrdorato  defooaes  on,  Jaatinry  14.  1SA3.  i 

Casiiallies.. ,..-  —  -., 516-518 
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Bayou  Teche,  La. — ContiDued.  Page. 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  defenses  on,  January  H,  1863 — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Banks,  N.P 516 

Farragut,D.G 526,527,541 

Extract  from  diary  of  G.  W.  Baird 519 

Extract  from  Houston,  Tex.,  Tel^raph 523 

General  order  announcing  funeral  of  T.  M .  Buchanan 522 

Reports  of 

Cooke,  A.  P 515,518 

Farragut,  D.  G 515 

Foltz.J.  M ; 517,518 

Weitzel,G 516,517,620 

Winchester,  B.  F 522 

0|)erations  tn.    See  Alchafalaya  River  and  Bayou  Teeke,  La. 
BeaJl,  William  N.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  Ruggles 197 

Mentioned 83, 809 

Reportof  occupation  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  by  U.  S.  forces,  December  17, 1862...       416 
Beals,  Horace.     See  Horace  Beals,  U.  S.  barientiru. 
Beat^,  Dr.     See  Dr.  Beatty,  Confederate  steamer. 

Beatty,  John.    Mentioned 507, 508 

Beaufort,  F.     Report  of  expenditures  by  U.  S.  S.  Carondelet,  engagement  with 

C.  S.  ram  Arkansas,  July  15,  1862 42 

Beazley,  Hamilton.    Mentioned 813, 815, 817 

Beazley,  William  Herbert. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 793 

Mentioned 813, 814, 816 

Beck,  James  F.     Mentioned 816 

Bedford,  Thom,a8.     Mentioned 87 

Bedgac,  William.     Mentioned 813 

Bee,  Stciimcr.     Mentioned 621 

Bee,  A.     See  ^4.  Bee,  Sleamer. 
Bee,  Hamilton  P. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  F.  Gray 204 

Mentioned 201, 202 

Reports  of. 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex.     Cnptiirc  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Kittredge 

and  lK)flt 'screw  neiir,  vScplcmlKT  14,  1862 203,205 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.     Affairs  in  vicinity  of 852 

Beecher,  Arnold.     Mentioned 70 

Begbie,  Mr.     Mentioned 418,  419 

Belino,  John.     Mentioned 330 

Bell,  AngUB  M.     Mentioned 426 

Bell,  Henry  H. 

Appointed  to  command  off 

Galveston,  Tex 479 

Mobile,  Ala 253 

Corrrapondenco  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 400 

Alden,  James 264 

Baker,  Thomas  H 421 

Blake,  Homer  C 317.  .110,384, 401 

Blaocbard,  Francis  E 421 
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Bell,  Henry  H.— ('(jritinii«(l.  faics. 

Com-j{p()nflo  [](.'(•  with  ' 

Brown,  Henry 421 

Browne,  <.Jeorge  W 346 

Chilrifl,  John  D 5W) 

Christian.  Al»rahnm 421 

Crosby.  Pffirce 255 

Debray,  Xftvier  B i. .  444, 445, 54S,  573, 1580,619,634,  K«>,  836 

Dillingham,  John 538,556 

Tkw,  Nwil 427 

ICmmons,  G«»rBt»  K...._.-. 391 

Furragiit,  I).  (J 3, 

16,  17,  126.  296.  300.  3f>5.  SOS,  325,  S-W,  372, 3S3, 386. 390, 400,  421. 430, 
493,  499.  5!  I,  525,  544.  5S0.  500.  603,  fiO.'>,  606,  615,  616,  630,  Hfi\  651 

Febipr.J.C 315 

Pr&nklin,  SnnitiRl  R 312 

Gftlveaton,  Tfx..  French  consular  officer  at 545,550,587,619.630 

G»lvraton.  Tex..  British  consul  al 578 

Galveaton,  Tex.,  Spknbsh  Tjoe-cvjnsul  »i 5-15,550 

rmriiblf,  Wiilimii  M _ 312 

Godrrfv,  Wimhiiiglon 3itft,42i 

UcAth,  David  I* 421 

Hilrht-oik.  R.B 388,422,423 

Hooper.  Q.  A 539 

Jenkina.  Thornton  A 347-3401356.357.368.371,370,413.414 

Johnnon.  T.  C,  jr 660 

Tjnmwn.C.  W 570 

Lewis.  R.F.R 061 

MrDprnrmt.  DA 513 

MaftruHnr.  J.  B 446,467,546,S4»-550.83I,a38 

Mulliitiv.  .1.  K.  M.  662 

Navy  Drimrtrnifnt.  ('.  S  605 

Prt-Iilf,  George  H  _ 296 

Head,  Abaer SS& 

Riaasell.  John  H , 325 

Sicarcl,  Montgomery .............>. .       310 

WiKiiiwurlli,  S4'!itn  E -...i..  .  * 2S7 

Memorandtini  of  alTatni,  ootuit  of  Texaa 662 

Mentioned. .  18.  20,  30. 229,  300, 348. 362. 373. 406, 407. 424, 438,  444, 452, 463, 475, 477 
479,  489,  499,  506.  527. 545.  547.  549,  561 .  55:1-5.55,  559.  ,563,  .t(>7.  577,  5K4, 
585.  589.  591.  595.  596. 606. 607. 618. 641. 651. 655.  711,  745,  S29,  833-835 

Private  diaries,  July  15,  IS62,  to  Mnroh  14,  I«6:i 711-747 

Pruclouialiou  uf.  re^rding  blockade  uf  Galvrstun,  Tex 4fil 

ReportD  of. 

Bnioklyn,  U.  S.  5.     f'onditinn  of 190 

rVinaldsunviUc,  Lb..     Firing  upon  U.  S.  tninsf»rt  Sollii*  RobinMrn  and 

V.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  near.  August  6,  1862 .        110 

Oalveston,  Tex. 

Bombiirdmrnc  of,  January  10,  uod  20,  1883 504,592 

Deffna^  of _ ,595 

0|*ration8  off .. .  445, 510. 5.'J7,  S:i8.  .'>f2,  .154.  .')79.  US],  583, 614, 636-63S.  660 
Uatt«ra&,  U.  S.  S.     Sinking  of,  by  C.  S.  S.  Alalwnm.  January  11, 1863. .  SOtfrWO 
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Bell,  Henry  H. 

Reptiri-'i  of. 


CfiiilinufMl.  Phs" 


Maria  A.  Woud,  U.  S.  tK-tiouu<*r.     Low  of  bout's  ciww  frum,  Nuvetailwr  21, 

lSfi2 i i...  363.366] 

Miwissi {>{)]'  Kiver.    Ojimtioiui  In .... 411,  423' 

MohiU- AU.     BlooUd.-of 297.304.311.339.407 

Sntiim*  Pnw,  Ti-x.     ('M[>titn>  of  V.  S.  ship  Moraifig  Ljghl  Mid  actiooner 

Vrlocity  off.  Jnnuary  21.  1863 fiS* 

Texiw.     Blw kiifle  of  r^Mist  of £02-504.836 

William  K.  Chrat^r,  bI<k>|i.    Capture  of.  Novembrr  20,  1902 35B 

Bell,  Henry  H.,  Mrs.     Mnitioiird 390,616 

Bell,  Joseph .     rnrn'.siKmdi'iKi*  uilti  (?harlBH  R.  Jurk ^..i.^.....  .........  HA 

Bell,  Josiah  A.     S«h-  J<>^iah  A.  BrU.  Confrdemtt  uleamfr. 

Belle,  SbjUkjuI.     Mpationed TZS* 

Bellefont,  Slooji.     Mentioned 301 

Belle  ItAlfa,  .SliHip. 

Captun- (if,  July  10.  1862 SCES 

0|iiTuti»m-4  nr  (iirinw  Climtt.Tpx _  152,160,201,202,780-783 

Bellows,  diaries  S.     Mmlioiwd 161 

Beinis,  — .     Mi'tiLiom-d 779 

Benavides,  Refugio,     •foint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Texaa  logidlntiirc  to 46S 

BonnvideB,  Santos.     Joiiil  n-w>lutinii  of  tlmnkn  nf  Ti'Mls  li'giiilalum  \a 468 

Benedict,  Lew.     C«rn'H)h)]idmi*'p  with  .JnniPM  H.  Bogart 487 

Beajaniin,  Judab  P.     S*-*-  SfrrHnry  of  State,  C.  S.;  kImi  Statt  Ptjtnrtmrnlt  C.  S. 

Bennis,  Bpiro  V.     McntionM 563 

Bently,  Joseph.     Mwiiioiied 453,401 

Benton,  U.  8.  S.    0]x>nilioiu<«  Hgatnst  Viekibuig,  lliaa.,  and  C.  S.  ram  Aritntius. .         ti, 
n,  12,  15,  m,  lH,2(3,27,a8,8IK48,4K.'19,52-Sfl,«)  rtl.  03, 67,  705.747 

Benton,  Mortimer  H.     Mi-iiiioiic*) 848 1 

Berkemeier,  J.     CorTrspnndenee  with  Williajo  B.  Renshaw 310,311 

Berry,  Abraham  H.     MiTtioned ....-        96 

Berry,  John.     Mculiuncd . .^      625 

Berry,  N.     Src  .V.  Brrnf,  Hri^ttntine. 
Berwick  Bay,  La. 

0|ipralinnA  in  viciniry  of. 
OoinmiimcarionA  from 

Fan«i,'ut,  D.  G .• 651 

W)'iUfI,  0-... 539 

Rpportif  of 

Bonks,  N.  r 617.640 

Kininons,  (iourge  F HK.IM.  l.'W.aft.'i 

W«NiiwJ,  0 494 

See  also  AtrJ^afalmja  RUvr,  Ln.:  Bayoa  Tefhe,  la. 
Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Colonel  Kinsman  in.  FeLtuarj  23.  1863.    See  Cotonet  Kiw- 
tmn,  V.  S.  8. 

Bethel,  P.  C.     Mentioood 524.525 

Bethke,  Henry.     Mintionrd ^ H2 

Bien,  Frank.     Mi'iitinnc^I _. ,.,..... 329 

Bienville,  L'   S  S.    Ord-T«  for  movenit'Dts 662-664 

Bigelow,  John.     Mcniinned 564 

Bigaby,  Charles.     Mt-^ntioned 364-367,732 

Bird,  John.     .Mcniiowd 124,Wl 

Birrell,  Andrew.     Mcot[nni>d.  , 361 

Bishop,  J.  C.     .Mrntioned .........,.*i<'.*.._ 534 
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Binhop,  Joshua.  Pa^ 

Mfiil  ioDed 37,  40 

Suifn)(>nt  rvgarding  pHM*g«  of  C.  S.  rAni  Arkaoau  from  Vueoo  RIvrt  %tt  Vickit' 

burg,  ML^s.  .I.i».v  15.  1882 .' 36 

Black,  Daniel.     Mi-ntioriMl     74 

Blackstone,  StoonHT.     M>>ntioned -NiS 

Blake,  Henry  J.     Mentiuued 20 

Blake,  Homer  C. 

( 'orrTs{>uiKlfnt-4'  with 

BfH.  H.  H .^ 317,  MO,  384, 401 

.If  iikins,  T.  A 367.362 

Mfntionod 340 

350, 3QG,  400,  107,  478, 506-fl08. 510,  SS3, 023, 72ft.  731 .  733. 734. 736, 737 
Keiports  of.  > 

llntUTiui.  U.  S.  S.     Sinking  of,  br  C.  S.  S.  Alnliamn.  .Inuiiitry  1 1 ,  1853  500 

Mariii  A.  Wood.  V.  S.  8rbooii*T.     l/ma  of  bwl's  erf w  fmui,  NovntiWr  21 , 

1862 368 

Blonchard,  Francia  E. 
Curn«pundriiL-('  with 

IWI.  HII *^4...<-...^,^.*...,..^.*„^*...,.....-..i 421 

Farragut.  0.0 601 

Montioni-d  30,478,606,541 

Blanche,*  Stoomer. 

Burning  of.  in  harbor  of  Mariatiuu,  CubA.  October  8.  1862. 

Abetnct  tog  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monl^mery 374 

OuDntttuimtJonD  front 

Briti«h  minister  to  UniUMl  StiitM 273 

llttviina.  Cubn.  C.  3.  Hg»MJt  al .....,►**..  278,286 

Nav_v  DeportmoDL,  U.  S 2(>8, 271 

SlBti-  DrporliiicMt.C.  S 2«!-2aG 

Stalo  Upijnrtmi'nl,  U.  S 267.273,274 

Couri-itiurtml  of  rbnrkw  Huottir 275-277 

Deposition  of  Rol>rrt  F.  CIpmont 271 

Ord(>r  of  Sei-rrtary  of  the  Navy  nlieving  OmrlH  Hiuit«r  of  conmuuid  of 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery 272 

l*rt>ii!st  of  muster  tind  cr«w  of 279 

Ke)Hirttt  of 

.\r1  bur,  Charles  O 260 

Furragiit.  D.G 268.272 

Hunter,  Cbiirfefl 260 

Mentioni-d 208, 300, 387.  ;«K).  795 

Blaney,  Jainea.     Mrutioui-d .............a... .       -1-14 

Blaney,  W.  H.     Mi-ntioned  558 

Blankenftbip,  Andrew  J.     Menlionvd ......,........;......        69 

Bliss,  C.  R.     Mcniionrd 558 

Blockade  runners. 

('Apltirt*  of.     S4H>  West  (jytf  Btarlntding  Hiputdron.     Oapturta  made  by. 
ilovi'mentA  of. 

Commuiiicaliuns  froai 

Forraffitt,  D.G ."WO 

Ilnviinu.  Culiii.  U.  S.  ionsul-general  at 238  24*1,386 

Kxtmot  from  iiewjipuper 105 

Mi'niuriLiidurii  frurii  pnjKTB  of  D.  O.  PMTaglll^f^:...r~.i.. 208 

^Meatloocd  al§o  «•  Ooaecsl  Buak. 
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Blockade  runneiw— Continued. 

Movements  of. 
Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F 386 

Farragut,  D.  Q 49S 

Hitchcock,  R.  B 104,503 

Bloomer,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  December  24,  1862 424-429 

Bloomfield,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 564,566 

Blum,  A.,  &  Brother.     Mentioned 238 

Blunt,  Williams.     Mentioned 382 

Boardman,  ICary  A.     See  Mary  A.  Boardman,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 
Bogart,  James  H. 

Mentioned 483-486,488 

Report  of  operations  near  Plaquemine,  La.,  January  3  and  4,  1S63 487 

Bogart,  H.,  D.     Mentioned 673 

Bohio,  U.  S.  brig. 

Destruction  of  suit  works  between  Pensocola  and  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fia.,  Novem- 
ber 24-December  8,  1862 373-379 

Mentioned 108,104,161, 

243, 244, 265, 40'),  406, 410, 422, 478. 595, 641, 708, 710, 711, 731, 734, 759 

Orders  for  movements 163,346 

Bond,  Kichard  C.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Faries 337,808 

Bonford,  P.  B.     Mentioned 286 

Bonsul,  Edward.     Mentioned 498 

Boothby,  James.     Mentioned 444 

Borland,  Euclid.    Testimony  of,  regarding  gathering  of  crops  in  Louidana  by 

U.S.  forces..." 822 

Bomer,  Patil.     Mentioned 461 

Boston,  Steamboat.     Mentioned 631 

Botts,  Samuel.     Mentioned 813 

Bowen,  John.     Mentioned 557 

Bowers,  J.  W.     Mentioned 42 

Bowman,  Jim.     Mcnt  ioncd 734 

Boyd,  Doctor.     Mentioned 850 

Boyle,  Michael.     Mentioned 567 

Bradbury,  Albert  W.     Mentioned 516, 521 

Bradford,  William  L.     Mentioned 626,627,729 

Brady,  James  li-     Mentioned 69, 132 

Bragg,  Braxton.     Mentioned 104,348,537 

Bragg,  General.     See  Qeneral  Bragg,  II.  S.  S. 

Brand, .    Mentioned 216 

Brashear  City,  La.     See  Bcnrtck  Bay,  Iai. 

Brasher,  Thomas  M.     .Mentioned 530 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.     Blockade  of.     Orders  of  D.  G.  Farragut 168 

Break  of  Day,  Schooner.     Mentioned 726 

Breaker,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  August  12,  18((2 151,302,780-783 

Mentioned 160.201,202,342 

Breckinridge,  John  0. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Isaac  N 130 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff 780 

*  Afterward*  U.  t).  t«oder. 
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Breckinridge,  John  C— Cuntinui>d.  Pa^ 

MentioD(Hl 72. 74. 92,  laS, 

107.  III.  112. 114.  no.  117. 119. 120, 122, 131, 135. 137,  IW,  199,  719,772 

Bredow,  Kichard.     MrnHnni>d 02,800 

Breeae,  K.  Randolph. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  E.  Jack........ Xi 

Meutioned 30^31 

Report  of  u[}erntiong  of  morutr  flotilla  ngaiiuit  Virkiiburg,  Miss.,  July  1 5,  1802. .        37 

Breese,  Samuel  I*.     It/'port  of  court-martJAl  of  Charles  Hunter 276,277 

Breever,  John.     Mpntioned 444 

Br«nnand,  Edward  E.     Muilioni'd 42,43 

Brian,  Bichard  O.     S<^>  Hiehard  0.  Brian.  BritiA  mJuhhut. 

Briggs, .     Monlioued 174 

Brilliant,  Burk.     Mentioned.- A3H,  062 

Brindley,  Jan^ea.     Mcntiont-d 74 

Brum ,  Ajidrew.     Meni ionrd (iS5 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  State  l>i>partment,  U.  S 27.3.646,  A47 

Mentioned 274,616,807 

Brock,  William.     Mentioned... 557 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 490 

Hart,  John  K,,  relieves  Heury  Preach  ofruinmnnd 710 

MeotionM 3.  Itt.  I",  27.29,  :i().  !t5, 110, 110,  164,  t1t3.2(i4,2S7,29rj,296. 

305, 308. 31l>-312, 31.5, 317. 32ri,  340.  :Mfi.  34H,  349,  ^m,  363.  :iti6. 371. 384. 
389, 391. 400, 401. 405,  407.  411. 421^23.  438.  44.5, 446.  451, 477.  481. 512. 
513.  532.  5-12.  554. 556.  502. 5«3.  .573, 578.  588,  .5410, 605, 606.  «IS,  tm.  G41. 
641.  645,  664.  706-70H.  748-750.  753,  758,  76(1.  766  HIS.  830, 83:*,  834,  837 
OperHdoua. 

Al  Donoldwnville.  1^ 140.  141 

Off  Galveston,  Tex fiOl-510,  537 

539, 545-517, 549-551.  57»-583.  587. 592-566, 614, 619, 636-638. 660. 662 

Off  MoWle,  Ala 297,  3t>J,312,  339 

Ordei-R  for  movements 253, 410, 422, 479,615,616,  eW.eSS 

Sm  Bli<o  diary  of  H.  H.  Bell.  711-747. 

Brooks,  William  B.     Mentionrd..... 490,724,727,738 

Broome,  John  L.     Mentioned 5,21,80,706.707 

Brosa,  Harry.     Mciitionied 461 

Broun,  Kichard.    Mentioned 498 

Brown,  Licuitnunt.     Mentioned 72 

Brown,  A.  P.     Mentioned 564 

Brown,  Eugene  H.     MentiunnJ 132,134,135 

Brown,  O.     Sw  (7  Brown,  Frderai  ateamer. 

Brown,  George  (.Coii)  beaver).     Mentioned 461 

Brown.  George  (Lieiilenant.  U.  S.  Nnvy).     Muntkmcd - 87 

Brown,  George  W.     MenlioDed 100 

Brown,  Henry  (  Artirig  lunstrr). 

C..rr."i[».>inicn.e  with  II,  H   Bell 421 J 

.Mpntioried 80,478,595,641' 

Brown,  Heruy  (  Snilmnker)      Mentioned 442 

Brown,  Isaac  N. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Breckinridge 130 

Joint  reiioluLion  of  ihankf)  of  Confederate  Cougrcasla.».j«ww«... -•         71 
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Brown,  laaac  N. — (Vnlinuod. 

Mtnl  uiniHi       «.  05,  «6,  73,  74.  120, 132. 134-137, 1 

Reports  of  [iii58iiE?  oT  C.  S.  ram  ArknnsMS  from  Yuiumi  Kivtr  U>  \'irk!'liui^,  Mi»*., 

nnd  ptignftcmrnt  »nth  F(«cJpnil  vessels.  July  IA-22.  18(12 04,67-71 

Brown,  Jefferson.     Metiiioned 683 

Brown,  Lfttham  A.     MciitionMl 248, 2JS(> 

Brown,  Peter.     Mf-ntioned 47 

Brown,  Reuben  R.     Mpiilioned 301 

Brown,  Robert.     Mentioned. 345 

Brown,  W.  D.     Mentioned 4 332.520 

Brofl.^l,  W.  S.     Mf-iiiiunpil : 266,267 

Brown,  William.     Mf^ntii>ned fl07,.'jOS 

Brown,  Fleming  &  Co.     Mt>nlioned 41 W 

Brown.  Johnstone  A  Co 822 

Browne,  George  W. 

CoiTi'spotHlirnw?  witb  11.  U.  llcjl 346 

Memionwl 373, :  "4.  376.  47M.  5ilft,  641 

Reports  of  dp-itrurlion  of  salt  work*. 377,  H7S,  410 

Bruen,  Sarah.     See  Sarnh  Brutn,  V.  S.  mortar  nehoonft. 
Bruner,  Ellas  D. 

Mentioned 424.  427. 428, 478,  MS,  505, 641 

KcjKM'lit  of. 

Blooiner.  Stvnmer.     Oifuurv  of.     Dmutiher  24,  1862 42S 

Sanla  Kosa  Buy,  FIh.     Operation  in .'i74 

Bryan,  Oeorge-     Mentioned , 5SS 

Buchanan,  Franklin.     Mentioned 371, 

383, 30(1, 490, 4fl2. 611 .  606, 612, 613. 62S,  648, 710,  SZ7, 834.  BSD 

Buchanan,  Robert.     MiKitionwl 444 

Buchanan.  Thomas  McEean. 

Correaiwudcni-c  wtlli  LV  G.  Farnigut 252 

Oejitb  uf.     SiH'  Adjwu  Tfchf,  lAt.    Joint  attaek  upon  Conffitrair  tUfemteM  on, 
January  IJ^,  ISM. 

MmLiooMl flO-fl2, 

l«6,  332, 333, 346. 379, 302, 478, 4B4,  515-522. 525-527, 541, 508, 700 
Rcpi>rtis  of. 

Alcliofabiya  River.  Lu. 

Cupturc  of  steuucra  Southurn  Uerclinnt  and  Nsuio{>e  in,  Defetnlier 

6-9,  1862 393 

Operations  in  vit-inity  uf 380 

AtchafaliiTH  River  and  Bityou  Teche.  Ut.    0|)eriitioiis  in,  October  31 

Novembers.  1S62 :«26.330 

Buck,  Henry  D.     Menliuned 557 

Buckner, Mentioned - SI  I 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

(.\>rres|>o»dence  willi  U.  B.  Hitchcock 642 

Meulioned , 629,630 

Budd,  William.    Cormpondeoro  with  Nnvj  Depftrtmeat,  U.  S. ..^.  174,184 

Budd,  John.     Mt-utioDcd 444 

Buell,  Don  Carlos.     Meniinned 111.% 296 

Bulkley,  Charles  8.     Re})i)it  nf  |wwsge  of  IMii  llddaDn,  I  a.,  March  14,  1863...       OftS 
Bulloch,  James  D. 

Cuitonpondcncc  with  N«vy  DepArtmEnt,  C.  S 851 

Meniiuiu-'d - -  178 

Burbank,  Mr.    MentioDed. 246 
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Burbank,  ChoiieeE.     MentioiiMl.... ...,.....^ 100 

Burbank.  F.  G.     MintiuimJ XW.filS 

Burch,  l'Hj»itiin.     M^'iilioiu'd..... „..,..,..,..,,.,.. ,    .       23S 

Burdett,  ().  S.     Mentinned 336 

Burge,  WilUam  J.     Report  of  vpIIow  fcvw  on  U.  S.  S.  Albatrow 200 

Burk,  John  J.     Meiitiooed 
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Burke,  Daniel-     MfQttuued 657 

Burke,  F.  P.     M<'iitiu[)cd «! 

Bumes,  James  H.     Mttntton«d «. ..».>.. ..h.. f^l 

Bumham,  Charles.     Mfntiuiied. 442 

Bums,  Henry.     ML-iuiou(Hl 444 

Burns,  William  H.     )(L-iitiunixl 4116 

Bumside,  SU-mner.    MenliDued., ,      406 

Burrell,  Henry.    Meiitkiiml 461 

Burrell.  I«aao  8. 

Meulioaed * 446. 447, 454. 455. 457-463.  S31-B88 

StiiieiuMil  orrcL'fipttif^ofGilvMton.Tex..  bTCoufodermtMi.tlauutiry  1. 1863. .  461,462 
Burt,  William  L. 

Mpntintu'<i 446, 454 

Report  of  recapture  of  Gnlvmton,  Tex.,  birCanfMi«niti>A,.lanuArr  1. 1863 44fi.  4.'V) 

Butler.  Mr.     Mt-nlionod 742 

Butler,  A.  J..  A  Co.     Mi-tiiiuned :i99 

Butler,  Andrew  J.     M^mioiiMl... H.  lfi,82l-M24 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

< "niTcspoiuU'ni'i*  n'^rtliiig  trading  periiiiUi  JMued  by .  76-79. 

224, 226, 227. 231 ,  243,  246. 267,  'MO,  386 
CorraiiputidBuri-  wiib 

BuclwiiftH,  Tlionww  McK 330 

Fnmigut.  D.  G 100, 

109. 147  149,  153.  173, 186. 231. 240. 3(10. 300. 30tl.  313. 315. 317, 3;«,  38S 

Morris.  Henry  W 175 

Port*r.  WU!i«iu  l> 106,121,166 

Prelile.  Geor)ce  H .!..„„.*. ^ 138 

Strong.  Gcoi^  C 196 

TlioDipsoti.  Frank  A -..,-.       V7B 

War  IVptirliiMMit.  U.  S 731 

West  Gulf  BlorkHding  Squndron.  ofIir«rR  of 227 

William,  Thomns IQB 

DenouiMv?d  as  n  felon  by  President  of  the  Confedernto  Stutcs. S17 

Mentioced 51. 7<i,  78,97,  lOE,  107,  Hi.  Ill,  116, 126. 

156, 165, 170. 176, 189. 191,  198, 306, 212,215. 216, 224, 2;*).  248. 249. 366, 
292,  312.  31 4. 319. 325. 348, 372,  3S4,  3Mi,  390, 391. 399.  400.  404,  4.55,  494, 
495, 500. 023,  707-709, 721,  723.  758, 700. 772. 779, 791,  Hl.s-.S20. 822, 824 

Relieved  of  rommnnd  of  ne|»rtinenl  of  the  Gulf 340, 409, 417 

Riiporbi  of. 

Baton  Rouge.  La.     Engagement  at,  August  5.  kod  destruction  of  C.  S. 

ram  Arkun-Mfl.  August  6,  1S62 I'JI 

Mi.-wif«ip|ii  River.     0[)t<rHtiunM  iii_   .         _ ^ 192 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. ,  Mra.    MfntiorM?d 316, 318. 742 

Butler,  General.     See  Grneral  Burier,  Lvggrr. 

Butler,  Thomas  F.     Mi-ntioned 670 

Butts,  Albert  A.     Mi-iilinued .(.m^mcvt^-^.,, 301 

C.  F.  Knapp,  BrittH])  achooner.    Mentioned.... 20S 
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0.  p.  wmianw,  U.  S  mortar  schoouer     MentiooML M9. 100.113 

OBdwallad«r,  Rowland.     MentioD«d .• 3S 

Cahawba,  I".  S.  miul  UmiI.     McniiontN) 761 

Cohill,  John.     MeutiuiiLtL 679 

Cohill,  Thomas  W. 

Mc(iti<iiicd 121 

Rt>porl  U  eogogenieut  ut  Bftlon  Rourc.  Ln.,  Aiipist  H,  1862 114 

Caldwell,*  OapUin.     Mentioned ., XJ9 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

AppoiuK-d  lo  comniaud  off  Baton  Rouge,  La 143 

Curmpundeooe  with 

Farrngul,  D.  G 343,052,030 

Morris.  Henry  W 183 

Mfvtttoood. 2(X>, 

319, 415, 430, 432,  478, 483,  fil 4,  fiBtt.  OM,  640, 54 1 ,  645, 6A5, 666. 784 
RppurU  of.  ■ 

K»«x,  V.  S.  8. 

Attfru[i(«d  df»trik-iti>n  iir.  I>y  tnrpeda. J^      643 

InjuricM  .fUHtuincd  liy 319 

Port  Hiidwin,  La.     Opnratinrui  at  U.  S.  S.  Bm>x  and  Mortar  PloUlIn  Hi. 

Miirch  14.  1863 6W 

General  Sumter.  V.  S.  S.    CoDdition  of  crew  of. X20 

ML<cii«ti|>|H  River.     0]>enitioDs  in , , 2lW  ' 

Caldwell.  Jutm.     Mfiiticiiind 9U' 

Calhoun,  V.  S.  S. 

.WtsUuif  nfiid^rvd  crew  g(  U.  S.  S-  Colouel  KinuuRn 63S-OS0  ^ 

Disposition  of 170,303,5-11 

Mentioned 186. 253, 290, 297. 305, 308. 326. 327. 330-333, 342. 3t«, 

393, 391,  478, 494, 515.  517-519,  SQl.  ."MO,  595, 602, 641. 709. 721,  723, 724 
Operations  in   Berwick   Buy,   La.,  and   virinity.     Sr«  Atfhafaiat/a  Rnrr,  La.; 
Bayou  Tftht,  Im. 

Onlei^  for  movemenla 2S8 

California,  Cbafederate  stmracr.     Mentioned. 102,208,323,390,729 

Callahan,  John.     Mentioned *. 442 

Cambria,  V.  S.  Army  intn8pi>rt.     Mentioned 454, 456, 457, 476, 736, 827 

Cameron,  John.     Mentioned 5,20,21,706 

Cameron,  William.     Mentioned .^..p.. .128,332 

Campbell,  Robert  M.     Mfutiuned 323 

Campbell,  William.     Meutiuned '. 557 

Carey,  John.    Mentioned 397 

Carioca,  ('ual  fihip.     MrntionMl 265 

Carlin,  Jonathan.     Mentiniied ..„.., 444 

Canxey.  John.     Mentioned 442 

Caroline, ■{  Schixincr  (tender).     Mentioned 405,  425 

Oaroline.t  .Sictnuer. 

Cuptureor,  October  28,  1802 321-32:1,  ."06,  390,  729 

Mwiii.innl 2««,  .-ftW,  759,  TOO 

Carondelat,  U.  S.  a     Engaeenoent  with  C.  S.  mm  Arkansas.  July  15,  1862 3,6, 

15.  ;)6-l3. 66, 132,747.746 

Carpentier,  J.  X.     Mentium-d ^ SB 

CaiT,  Mr     Mentioned ,—.*,.. 813 

OatT,  Edmund.     Mentioned -.. „ 558 


•ITntdMittllail 


t  Uearioaanl  «a  *  alCMi}!  lit  viiluniff  >* 


tPoroiPfly  Ariurtia 


1^^ 


INDKX.  ^^^^^M       S73 

MeiiLiraied. ,...».,,,,,„  J^TToj 

CaiT,  James  (  AmiMUitit  engineer).    Mentioned. * .....^..        47 

Oarr,  James  (Dctsorter).     Infommtinn   received    from,  n^rdln^    <)pf»ii)M    of 

Mobil*.  AU fiaft 

Carr,  John  F.     S»*<>  Juttn  F.  Carr.  ConfnirTatt  attnmer. 

CiuTeU,  Thomas  E.     Mrntioiwtl ,.,„ mt\  flflH 

Carrick,  Patrick  B.     C(irr«|x)iidpii(-<>  vnth  OiarleH  K.  Jack  ................. ...  34 

Carroll,  Thomaa.     Mptitioned i-i-™„-,^„....        42 

Carruth,  William  W.     Mentioned .^ fiSl 

Carter,  Richard.     M^rltiom^U , 30,40 

Catharine,  Sclnxint«r.     Mpnlioned. ...,......,..,..,.,.,.,.,,,,,, -.,-.-...  .       480 

Catherwood,  Charles.     Mpntii»n«l 67fl 

Catinat,  II.  1   M.  S.     MeiiliutitHl 708 

Caton,  John.     Mentioned 7IK 

Caton,  William.     MeiitiuiMtl 683 

Cattell,  tVial  lirig.     MentioriwI 4.'J2 

Caulfleld,  Peter.     MriitinntHl ., 70 

Cavollo,    v.  S.  rouUmrk.     CHpUifv  nf.Jivnuary  I,  1884 4.50. 4B6,»I5,  827 

CavallOt  PasB.     Sec  PiiJia  CaitiUo.  Tex. 

Cavendy,  Edward.     Ut^port  of  grounding  uf  U.  S.  tntitsport  M.  SsDford  od  Car^ 

furt  Reef.  Det^ember  10.  1862 401 

Cayusra,  V  S  S. 

McIX'riniit.  D,  A,,  appointed  to  command 434,  43fl 

Mentiom^..    1  lU,  111,  1  Itj,  114-120,244,  3(K5,  308,3)1,383,  408,  415,  478, 47«,  fi04,  5U7. 
."iOS,  511, 538.  5-12,  554-55ti,  5U3,  .'iTO,  580,  5SI,  504,  .'W5,  (>:{7. 0%. 641, 646, 
mi.  im.  70S,  717,  710-725,  727. 7.V»,  737, 738. 740, 751 , 7.'J5-7«0, 771, 778 
Opemtiunx. 

At.  Batoti  Kauge,  U 130,123-130 

Off  Sttbine  Pass,  Tex.     See  Sabiw  Pasa,  Ttx.    Caplart  of  U.  S.  ship  i/oni- 
iiuj  Light  afid  Bchnonfr  Vthtrity  off,  January  XI,  J80S. 

Drdereformovrinciitjf ,.., . 109,303,396,513 

Cedar  Lake,  Tex.     T>i>>4lni<-ti(>u  of  khH  works  hL,  Koremher27  and  38,  1862. 

CosiiuUies , 381 

^     Reports  of 

Wllingham,  John 380,382 

Sliirfv,.!.  W _,_ r.      381 

Wiwbburn,  Henry  W 381,382 

CeraB,  U.  S.  ,\nny  Hteamer.     Mentioned ISA,  186,244, 333, 708. 715. 716, 7.M 

Chambers,  Jerry.     M4'ntionpd 558 

Chambers,  John  L.     Mniiianed fi57 

Chanibliss,  Nathaniel  R.     M(*niiooe<l 841 

Champion,  Vi-sm4.     MrutiuniMl 574 

Charles  Henry,  Kiabiag  Mmm-k.     Mentiooei]. 72fi 

Charles  P.  Stickney,  ConI  Hteamer.     Meatiuucd 718 

Charles  Spra^e,  Anu-ricmi  ubip.     Mentioned 295 

Charlotte,  U.  S.  schoontr.     Mentioned 425-427, 478, 674, 576, 595,641 

Chase,  Anthony. 

t'orn-MfKjndcm'e  wilb  D,  O.  Farmgut 177 

Ijo-ih  iif,  wiib  IkhiI's  rrew  from  U.  S.  wlkoonia'  Maris  A.  Wood,  Noroinbcr  21. 

1862 302-368,436,732 

Chase,  Charles  T.     Mentioned _      684 

Chattahoochee,  C.  S.  S.    ,]t^e0,  C.  ap  R.,  relieved  nf  coaunaud . .  834,  H35 

Che-Klang,  IJ.  S.  IranfltNirt.     Menuunnd ti**,  7ii»-766, 767 
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Clie>nut,  J.  A.     Mfntiumid,,. .,,,.. ,,,,..,.., 

Gheaa,  W.  F.     Mcnlion'-d ...^. 

Cbest«r,  WiUiam  E.     Sw  WilUatH  E.  Ch^Mter,  Confederate  tioop. 

Chickerlng^,  TbouiaaE.     Ki^iKjrt  uf  4x>IWtiuu  t4  survivors  from  U.  5.  S.  Ub- 

si-v^^ippi 

Childa,  JTohn  D. 

Appoint**!!  tfl  rommand  V-  S.  S.  Tennw«i«'...i, ,..*..  -.., 603 

Corivspondence  wilh  H.  H.  Bell 580 

Mention^ SM,S56.flH2..VB.Sa5,tt41.rJ9 

Stittftiwiit  i-i'^rnrdltifr  <-A])tnr>r  of  U.  S.  fllup  Morning  Light 563 

Choate,  Isaac  T.     Report  of  injuries  »ustaiuiHl  by  U.  S.  S.  Kiclimond. 

At  Port  Miidson.  U..  Mnreh  11,  1863 675 

Fassitgo  4il  Vi<kBl}urg  twtterieti.  July  15,  1862. 2t 

Choctaw,  r.  S.  y.     MrntiotiL-d 43 

Choctawluktchee  River,  Fla.     Operktiom  In.     See  Capiurt  tf  «taanur  Momn£r, 

]ip.  424-420. 
Christian,  Abraham  ■ 

Ckirrespondcmv  with  H   U.  Bell * 421 

McutiuiK-d aO,  47a.  505. 641 

f  Chubb,  Thomas.    MeotioDPd 7M),812,8t7 

Cincinnnti,  V.  S.  S.     Mfntiurunl 6. 43, 4tl.  tlO.  705 

CircasBian,  U  S.  S,     Mi-nliuntML 2T2.  434,  4.SS 

City,  George  W.     Meutioned 132,  134 

Clonton,  James  H.     Mentioned 574,575 

Clapp,  Annie.     Si>e  ,4nNiV  Ciapp,  Atueriran  nehoonrr. 

Clark,  Charles  (('.  S.  Army).     Myntion«Ml ,       13Q 

Clark,  CharleolU.  S.  Navy).     MMiiii>nHl 4*w»      426 

Clark,  John  S.    >f<>tirioned „ , , „ 403,498.698 

Claric,  Robert  M.     MHitioncd *.. ^ ^ - 641 

Clark,  Thomas.     Ufjiort  uf  diiinngi'  fliL<ttdinf>d  b;  U.  S.  S.  CsrondpW,  eiigftg(>n]ent 

wilJi<'.  S.  mm  Arkiviisiw.  ,)ulv  Ifl.  1HI12 42 

Clark,  W.  J.  R.     MpntimicMl   .v. 557 

Clarke,  Albert  A.     Mentioned 451 

Clegg«tt,  J.  H.     M)-niioned SSs 

Clemens  (or  Clemson).  -  — -.    Bipntioiwd 738,742 

Clement,  George.     Mi-nt iuned  _ ., 201 

Clement,  Robert  F. 

DcjKisitji.n.  bumingof  Driti«h  stinnirr  BUuclie.  O-tuberS,  1862 271 

M*-i.ti<.n,d 368,269,273-276,300 

Clements,  Nelson.     Mentioned 283, 284 

Clemmens,  Joseph.     Mentioned 444 

_    -  Clemson  (or  Clemens),  .     Mentioned 738,  742 

■  Cleveland,  H.  B.     CorrcflpoDdeocc  wiih  Daniel  D.  Sli^a 7M 

^L   ■  Clifford,  Daniel.     Mentiom^d 70 

■  Jl     Clifford,  R.  T.     Meiiiioned 443 

H^P    CUfton,  V.  S.  8. 


■ 


Crocker,  Fred.,  sppoioted  to  conifflund 622 

Mentioned 82,  (W,  l()0,  1 1(S,  1.17. 1H7,  aW,  225, 240, 2W,  2.10.  atK),  372,  131, 

438,  43».  442.  447  4. Vl,  45.'i  4."*.  4tU  MiA.  Mir,,  MM.  MM,  472,  47K,  479,  4S9, 
4113,  504,  nr,  .VK),  fil  1 .  52«i,  .'127.  .'VJfl,  SHI.  .Vi2,  5(51 .  .•|7S,  ^ih,  HOI. flOB, 612, 
013.  filK,  (lift.  t;27, 1^30, 635, 641. 730. 735-738. 754. 760,  704,  765,  7«i,  815 
OperaliuiLt. 

Ai  Ssliinc  huM,  Tci :r3;??5L*c3^rv-« 3M 
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Clifton,  U.  S.  S.— <''nnlin(iml.  I'^V 

Operatioii-4. 

In  MiiLugordn  Bey.  Tncns.. 7W 

Off  Giilvi*st<in,  Ti'x.  S-*'  (MiVMtnn,  Trx..  oftrmtioni  <nj*%iv^,  fhtohrr  .1-fl, 
IfitiS:  »\m}  (ialvfxton.  Tf-i.,  rrcapturf  nf.  hy  Cnnfrderaie  /otxvk,  Jan- 
nart/  I.  )Stlt-   . 

Onlen  for  movcmcntit 179.(i1C60K 

Clifton,  Nathaniel.     Mentioned ^ ...., 22ft  Si  1 

Clinch,  Henry  A.     Mfiitionrd i.. ,.  ri7.(i0. 70 

Coady,  Charles.     MiMilioiu'd .  .       -lati 

Coal,  Supplies  of 2-12. :*7tt..'WI.  409,  («». 638. tt48 


ContM,  Willie. 
Cobb,  John  £. 
Cobb,  Robert. 
Cohum,  O.  A. 


Mentioned. 

Mi'iitioiied. 
-Montioncd.. 
Mi'nrion'i^.. 


90 

219 

73 

.Vi7 

69^ 

3US 

% 

% 

38 

557 

557 

too 


Colbum,  Oliver.     Mrtttinned ; 

Cole,  Miistt^r,     Mi-ntiont<3 

Coleninn,  Ferdinand  T.     Mi-ntionod 

Coleiuan,  Gilbert  L.     Mnitlum-d 

Coleman,  William  B.     Mentitmwl ^., *-_. 

Collins,  James.     M<-nti<>nfd 

CoUine,  James  H.     Meurioiiwl 

Collina,  John.     M<-iitiDD<*d 

Colonel  Kinsman,  (J.  S.  S. 
LtK«  of,  KrbniHrv  23.  1863- 

OrdiT  of  I),  (i.  FsrrdgiU  ftir  du<|MMiluiii  of  erew 626 

Repurld  of 

(■«>ke.  A.  r'_..* * 624 

Knrrugul.  D.O fl23 

OllmnniM,  J.  G ti2fi 

Wigjjin,  (iforge _ . 624 

Mentioned 336-333. 342. 478, 517-519, 322, 585. 595. 61 1.618,640 

Operatioos. 

In  Atcburnl&yi  River  tind  Bnyou  Tecbe.  Ivnutsiann.  <.>ctot>er  31-No%'pml)rr 
5,  I8G2.     See  Afrha/alnyn  River  and  Hayoa  Trehe,  Louisiana.     Oitera- 
tions  in. 
In  Baymi  Tcchc,  liOuisiRDn.    Soo  Bayou  Ttrhe.  Lotnnana.    JtnrU  attack 
KiMtn  CoHfiderute  defcnie*  on.  Januartf  H,  I8tl3. 

Ordpni  fur  lunvriueutfi 543 

Colorado,  I'.  S.  S. 

Crtjiturrs  mmtb>  by 308 

Mentioued  ...  184,  338, 481, 403, 494. 503,  527,  589, 592.  (iOT,  613, 629,  Oil ,  649, 6:iO,  658 

Orders  for  uiovemfOts 501,610 

Colthirst,  Heiuy.     See  Henry  Calthirui,  Schoonrr. 

Columbia,  Steumer.     Mentioned 283,640 

Colvin,  Mr.     MMitioned 42U 

Colvocoresses,  Qeorge  M. 

<\)rreB|ionden«  with  D.  G.  Farragut '^H 

.Mentioned 306, 422.  478.  532.  ■W.'V 

Comet,  VrjMel,     Mentiocted 275 

Como,  D.     Merit ioiicd '. 524 

Conant,  T.  C.     Mentioned 734 

Conchita,  Confi:deniti>  schiwner.    Deatrudion  of.....Mw»«.-.*.- 227 


J 
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Confederate  Troops.     Mr>nlionAd.    CiiTiilry—ReginiwiU:  inth  [Mar itkaJTMOout- 

Congreae,  C.  B.    Joint  rmolution  of  tbanki»  to  Isaac  N.  Drown  and  crvw  ul  C.  S. 

ram  Arkanaas 71 

Congreas,  U.  S.  frigatr.    Mentioned 470 

Conklin,  Oeorge  E.     Kc)>urtofi>ogagemi>QtatLAvaca.Tex.,  October 31~Novem- 

lipr  1.  lSfl2 , StX) 

Conn,  William  A.     MpntionMl - -.-        *W 

Connecticut,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by ...,.       324 

MfntioDod 32,3:*,9»,  105,  IST, 

165, 205, 342, 366, 287. 293, 301. 717, 718, 728, 73(K  751, 754-75S,  750, 760 

Orders  for  movemcJiUi #... 286,315,323 

Conneotiout  Troops.     Mfniiormd.     Infantry — Regimmt^:  Mh,  115;  12th.  00,  92, 
.■yX);   I3ti».  196. 

Conner,  John.     Meniionrd 67V* 

Couover,  Edward.     Montioucd ....,.,...,..,.-......-.^,„,       fi76 

Continental,  Sif^aiitcr.     Montionwl .,*---.—.       428 

Convary,  Jamea.     Mmtiunrd 87 

Cook,*  tJi-utfiuuil .     Mfritioned   .,.-.-_ 744 

Cook,  Allen.     Mentioned 47 

Cook,  Joaeph  J. 

rofrr>tpi>ndrnre  wiih  Xavier  B,  Debraj...... 281 

MentioriPfl     ., 213,255.256.258,471, 

473, 474, 477, 546, 547, 567. 570, 572, 620. 739, 740,  S27, 830, 831, 834-836 

Report  of  r)[X'nitioDB  at  Galveston,  T«x 236,  262 

Cook,  Bichord^.     Mt^ntioaed 232 

Cooke,  Augustua  F. 
Corr*>»|>Dnd(>ncr>  with 

Augur.  C.C GU 

FoiTBgut,  D.0 515,537,543,585,603,628 

OltmnniiB,  J.  O .^.-*,.. 625 

Wiygin,  Guorgu 624 

Menlien«'d...,^«^..-...; 316,336,  327,330,478,619,522,540,  .-lOS. 603. 641  " 

Report.8  of. 

Atrharalnyii  Rivpr,  IjniiHinnn      Opemtions  in 611 

Bnyou  Tm-tip,  l.fiui.>ttnnii.    Joint  nttnck  upon  Confederate  d«fcQsr8  on,  Jan* 

uary  14,  1853 615,518 

Colonel  Kinamnn.  U.  3.  S.    Sinkingof.  Febniai723, 18B3 624 

Cooke,  Henry  S.     McntiooM .,-..      132 

Cooney,  Richard.     Mentioned 408 

Coone,  I.  C.     Mcmiontyl 327,335 

Cooper,  JobnE.     Mcniioncd 441,443,453 

Cooper,  Samuel. 

CorreMpoudcncK  with 

Mapiidcr,  J.  Bankhead 464,465,470,567 

Peniljprton,  J.  C 782 

Ru^lrd,  Daniel 787 

Van  Dom,  Rarl ,^.i* ISft 

Mt'olionod 71.334 

Cope,  Williozn.     Report  of  expenditurp  of  ammunititin  by  U.  S.  S.  Mtmimippi  at 

Port  Undaon,  U.Mnrch  14, 1863 684 
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Puce. 
Cora.     Sop  Tftrr'm,  Sfhooner. 

Corey,  John  H.     Mcntiuned 42 

Conner,  Alexander.     MontioiiMl i..... 444 

Coraay,  Nunin.     Mfiitiutifd .............^. .........  !ii^,S25 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Capture^  niftde  off 780-788 

CiipttireQf  Arting  VoluDt4'erLteiil«nHnt  Kit lm)g«  unit  iMutt'a  t>rew  npnr,  Septem- 
ber 14.  lSti2. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Texts  l«^tatur« 468 

Rt'porU  of 

Bee.  H.  P 203,206 

Farniput,  D.  O --       2.W 

Omy.  E.  F 2(Vl 

Ireland,  John ^.. 204 

Kittred^^J.  W 202 

LiinHt,  W.  O aOI 

Enpvgcmfnt  til.  Aiipixt.  18.  1882.     Reports  of 

Hobby.  AM 781 

KitlrpdgB,  J.  W leo 

Operatioie  in  vicinity  of. 

Conimondfttory  letter  of  D.  G.  Farro^iit  to  J.  W.  Kittredfie  rei^Arding 179 

R(>portj«  of 

Hardinf!  John, ,       782 

llohhy,  AM -_ __,  780 

Kiltr^dgP,  J.  W. i-.i.;.,iiii i-. 161 

Sands.  Jiiok 783 

See  nlnu  Aransoj!  Pasn,  Tex.;  Padrt  ttland,  Tex.  • 

Oorypheu*,  U.  S.  rtcbl. 

Cepturw  made  by 169 

MentioDod 161, 

2()l.  202.  302,  342.  'Jtil,  388,  438,  -139,  447.  448,  450,  451.  478, 586.  595, 641 
OiH'mlioiM. 

Near  Torpiw  Chri^i,  Tex ISl,  Ifl2, 160, 179,  780-783 

Off  flRlveston.  Tex.     See  <7a/t*rfori,   Tex.     RteaptHrr  ttf,  fry  Cwtfrdrralt 
foref-».  J/inuan/  I,  t3GJ. 

Onifrs  for  movements 609 

Cosgrove, .     Mentioned SSA 

Coagrove,  Henry.     Mr-ntioned 496 

Cotton,  J.  A.     See  J.  A.  VotHm,  C.  8.  S. 

Court*  of  enquiry 307,446-450,536,563,612,613 

Courts-martial,.,,, 275-277,463,612,613 

Covert,  E.     Mentioned 70.  132 

Cowden,  William  H.     Mentioned -161 

Cowen,  Benjamin  P.     Mentioned • 397 

Cownens,  Uichael.     Mentioned 

Cox, Mentionwl ...-,.t. ...... .......*. 

Cox,  Mrs.     Mpnlionwi ........  ..... ... 

Cox,  Oeorge  E.     Mentioned ^ 

Cox,  Joseph  E.     Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S-  S.  Monongnbelft  hi  Port 

Hudson.  Munh  14.  1863. , 690 

Cox,  William  R.     Mintioiicd 673 

Cramer,  Chester.     Mcnt  ioned 381 

Craven,  Thomas  T.     RpjKtrt  nf  rourt-mftHul  ul  ChuteH  Buotor 276, 277 

Crawford,  John  V.     See  Havana,  Cvba,  BritiMh  conmiar  o0icer§  at. 
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Crescent,  Cnnfcd^'niti'  slpniiipr.     M«ntir>ned 491.  492.028  (l;K> 

CriBsey,  Edwin.     Mfntionwl 425,  4^* 

Crocker,  Frederick. 

Appoinlwl  to  comronod  L'.  S.  S.  (.'lifton 6i22 

ConrcHpuiidoncf  with  D.  O.  Fumiffut *....   I^"^,  W7 

Mcnlion^ 127.  2iy-224.2?7.23l,  253,254,286,300,478,595,736. 735 

Rcromtiu^mlnlron  of  D.  G,  Frirntgiit  for  pnini'Hiun  of 224 

R)'[Kir(^  nf. 

Diiri.  SrhwiiMF.     Cftptupe  of,  October  B,  1862 2<13 

Snhinp  I'liss,  Tex.     Navnl  opcmtir>iw  in  vicinity  of.  S<'pt«'mUer  21  In  Orto- 

Ut  12,  IStVJ 217,234  229 

Tniv.  S<lnMirK>r.     Ciiiiiure of.  August  13.  1862 155 

Croke,  Lewis  M.     Mrtitionwl 491 

Cromwell,  Stwinwr,     Mfiitiiindd .' 517 

Orosby,  Peirce. 

rormspondrnrn  with  H.  H.  Bell 295 

M.utioimi 297,208,300,338,715,723 

Crosby,  Warren  J.     MpntJoned fi7S 

Cross,  -    —      Mcnlioiit'd ,.,.i, 425 

CroBser,  Frederick.     Mentioned ^ 39,40 

Crowell,  Miner  B.     Mentioned 728 

Cruse,  Samuel  C.     Meniiuned 95, 362,  .163, 365, 300, 47S,  505. 0'll 

Cuba,  t'onfedenilp  atiiiiuer.     Mentioned 102, 

105, 247. 297. 303, 323, 386, 410, 430. 490. 629, 722. 729 

Cuba,  SnillKNtl .     Mentioned 728 

Cugdon,  Chester.     Mentioned 813 
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Cumming,  WiUiuui.     .Mr-nliimiHl 498 

Cummin^,  A.  Boyd.     DcMthnf a72,073,076,677,AQ6,  A9H 

Cumroinje.  Ariel  J.     MentloDwl 454,458,461.546,547.560 

Cumminga,  Joseph.     Moniionod „^.. 46! 

Cummings.  Bobert.     Mi^ntionMl .,....,., 441,443,  444 

Cummins,  John.     .Mentioned ,..*....*..^.. .....*... 79 

Cunningham,  Thomas.     Mentioned i^.*^.. ».*.... ............. . .  .       6M3 

Cunningham,  Thomas  S.     Mentioned ,.,...,^,..0...^,..       112 

Curlew,  Stciimer.     Mentioned 429 

Curran,  John.     Motiiioned 441, 44*1 

Curry,  Alexander.     Mentioned 87 

Curry,  Joseph.     MeuTioned ,  444 

Curry,  P.  N.     Mentioned 444 

CurtiB,  Bamuel  R. 

CorreepoadcQcp  wiib  Cbarlee  II.  Dsvie. .^ '..*....        98 

Mentioned «. «.fc.. *. 15,18,98 

Cushing,  E.  H.     (%trreiii.indence  with  J.  B.  Msgrnder *.... 8lt 

Cusick,  Edward.     MrtiticuH-d..'. 69 

Cuyler,  R.  B.     S«.  H  H.  Cuyter.  V.  S.  S. 

D.  Sargent,  VeswI.     OtpJut^of.  .M»rrh  12,  1863 tWl 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 
Corrvsitionitence  with 

Farrugul,  U  O - , *^w^ 2(>7. 308,301. 642 

K»M*,  Kraiwtft  A 13B 

Wise,  UeorK*n  -lv'- *' 
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Daley. 

Daly, 

Daly,  Peter.     Mmtionr 

Daniarien,  A.     MfiitinriiKl - ;. 'JtVi 

Dan,*  Conrfdcrato  st*>«ni«r.    Cupttuv  and  anning  of.     S<>e  Saffinr  PtiM,  Tfx. 

ri/NTrUtuat  iR  virinity  of.  SrptemUr  St  to  Otiaher  J£,  tSfi£,  pp.  234-2211,  HU1 

Dan,  U.  S.  S.     Affair  at  SbIiiiw  Pa»i,  Tvx.,  Oclolier  2fl,  1«B2 >«4 

Dan  Smith,  U.  S.  mortar  firhooner.    Mentioned. 90,100, 113, 115 

Dana,  William  H.     M^nrionrd 079- 

Done,  Henry  C.     Nft>ntioiipd ^,.-- 009 

Daniel  Webst«r,  Sloop.     MfnlioinKl.. ,...._„,,.„. :B)1 

Darby,  Sti-nmcr.     Mrnlionod 808 

Dart,  nritWiwhikitifT,     rs|itiin>uf,Ortobi>r6,  1862 221,225,  227,  2(W,  73» 

Davenport,  Francis  O.     Nfi'nIion«i.....„...ta--. --.»..- 295 

Daverick,  Mcrilionwl ..„,..-..,.,...,..-. 520 

David  Faust,  S<-ho<»ni'r.     Mt'titioned .p..... - ■.,. 407 

Davidson,  NUsut.     .Mmiionod 206 

Davidson,  Thomas.     C'orrca]xindrnre  with  Chorioi  K.  Jutk 34 

Davigh,  Charles.     \f i-iil iyiivd 332,517 

Davis,  Hefupcc      Mrntioiind 220,225 

Davis,  Boson.     Mi'iitiuiii'd 558 

Davis,  Chariea  A. 

Mfiii  initio] 400 

KpjNirt  of  n?cai)turp  of  Onlrmtoii,  Tpji,,  by  OHifmlirntra,  Jnnimry  1,  IH(J3 457 

Davis,  Charles  K, 

ChargMi  jirt-femHl  by,  Hgninst  W.  D.  Tortpr A9 

Com8|xifidi-rir«  with 

CtiriiK.  Samuel  It 52 

ElU'l.  Alfred  W 44 

KRmigiit.  D.G 7-19,51-53 

Gwiii,  Williiim Si,  37 

Navy  I)ci»ur(itH'Hi,  U.  S. 7,  36 

Porter.  Williiun  D 50,J33,M,I23 

Wolkp,  Ilrnry ^ 41-13 

Walloi-f.  U'wls „,         ffl 

Williams,  Thoiniis 50 

Mentioned 4. 23. 2S,  2ft,  40, 46. 

36->58,0ft-62,  SO,  02, 06, 07.  126, 140,  I4«,  18.1,  VOli,  7117.  7I2-7I7,  747-7.50 
RopcMt  of  pBdMfte  of  C.  S.  mm  Ark»n.n»*i  from  Yawxi  Itivrr  u>  Vickabufg,  ^^a^,, 

and  engagements  with  Fodcrnl  v«>w.'U.  .Iiily  ].i-22.  lHfi2 6,4S,S^03 

Davis,  Charles  H.     Mcniionrd 4^11,  143,4.^'} 

Davis,  Edmund  J.     Mpiitiom-d  201-2(13.344.476,852 

Davis,  Oeorge  W.     Mentioned 441,443 

Dnvis,  Jefferson.     Sn*  Pmndevt,  C,  S, 

Davis,  Leo  B.     Mentioned 570 

Davis,  Edmund  J.,  Mrs.     .Mentioned 202,303 

Davis,  Nicholas.     Mentioned 70 

Davis,  Oscar 8.    Meotiotied 38,30 
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Davis,  Samuel  Boyer. 

Correspondence  with  Xavier  B.  Dehray 236, 361 
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Davis,  Walter  H.     Mentioned 352 

Davis,  William  W.     Statement  of  raovrmcnts  of  steamer  Indian  No.  2 79 

Dawson,  George.     Mentioned 557 

Day,  Heniy  C.     Mentioned 683 

Day,  T.  D.     Mentioned 83 

De  Baun,  J.    Reports  of. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.     Evacuation  of,  by  U.  S.  forces,  Augiist  21,  1862 784 

Pass  Manchac,  Louisiana.     Operations  in  vicinity  of '.  —         92 

Debray,  Xavier  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 444, 445,  548,  573,  .580, 619, 634, 830, 836 

Cook,  Joseph  J 261 

Hubert,  P.  0 792 

Hunt«r,  William  W 79^797 

Nichols,  K.  B 833 

Mentioned 259, 263,  465,  581, 

739,  740,  744,  799,  801-804,  810,  81 1,  816, 817.  824,  825,  830, 833, 841, 842 
Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex.     Operations  at 261,834 

Henry  Janen,  U.  S.  »ch(K»ncr,     Cnplurc  of  iMnit's  crew  from,  November  20. 

1862 • 361 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.     0|M'nili<ins  at 2:13, 236 

SjXH-ial  orders 794 

De  Camp,  John. 

Correapondem-e  with  1).  (l.  Fan-apit 76 
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Report  of  rondilion  of  U.  S.  S.  Wissahickon 112 
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Denison,  George  S. 
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3>«  Ruiuiy,  J.  A.     Mpnitnncil. 

piir  •.•onrttjwtKk-nw  sw  Baton  RoH<ff.  Provisionat  Mayor  ^. 

Deaertionfl _ -,-t-^ •-  634,64fi 

DeBhler,  Jaiues.     (\irn'M)iund<iiiii>  with  P.O.  M^ImtI 790 

De  Soto,  IJ.  S.  S. 
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MoveiucntH  uf „... .» 356 
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DioksoD,  John.     Mentioned M7 

Diggins,  John.     Mpntiom-d 442 

Dillingham,  John. 
Coni'sjKjtidciicf  with 

Boll.  11   It ,<«« 

Slirrfv.  J.  W .^St 

WMrfhbiini,  Hfory  W .^1,3.S2 

Ml init.md 444, 44rj, 478.  .ViT-flOO,  .'iU3. 566, 571. 572,  739. 744 

Rpjtorl-H  of. 

Ccdivr  Lnkc,  Tex.     Dealniclion  of  suit  works  at,  Novemlxr  27  ivnd  28. 

ISO'J 380,  3S2 

SHbitir  IVs^e,  Trx.    diptun*-  uf  I*.  %.  ship  Momii^  Light  and  firlM>onpr 

Vplorily  uir,  'lumiur>-21,  1863 '. .\%  55K 

Dillon,  Mich.     MriituinM *., «....^... *>27 

Dilla,  William.     Mmlinnfd *_* ,.-.-- "0 

Diman,  Mi-.    Mcniioru'd .^,. .■,,,ji_,,j lAi) 

Dimond,  Conatantine.    MeQlioned. ft89 

Dijde,  Slimp.     Captumif 333 

Dixon,  Hiram  L.     Ri>pnri  of  injurimmmtainMl  by  U.  S.  S.  Riclmumd. 

At  Pcirf  Hiidwn,  Mnrch  14,  ISft3 - 674 

PiL-cutftp  of  \'ickjihnr(t  Imttpriw,  July  15,  1862 23 

Dixon,  John.     Mf-ntioni-'d 49S 

Dr.  Beatty,  {'nnrndpralt*  hWixmrr.     Mrnlioncd fifiS.flTrO 

Dodd,  Allen.     Menl  innt-d 4ttl 

Dodge.     Jxv  lifnry  Drttf/f.  Cnnfrtirrad  erkotmrr. 

Dodge.  GrenviUe  K.     Hoport  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Muviwippi.  Marvh  14,  1803.. .      AS5 

Doherty,  Sdward.    Mpntioned ,. 87 

Doland,  James  T.     Mentioned l."J2, 134 

DoUiver,  George  C.     Mipiiiiimed .....^, . ... .....      399 

Dolly  Webb,  Stcnmpr.     Mentioned 83 
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Engagements  nejtr,  Ortobcr  20  and  21,  1862.     Rnports  of 

Ransom,  George  M 313 

Roe,  F.  A 315,438,437 

Expedition  to,  September  21-24,  1862.     Reports  of 

McMillan,  Jam«w  W 2!6 

Roe,  F.  A 215 

Expedition  to,  October  25,  1862.     Report  of  Godfrey  Weitzel 316 

Firing  up«n  U.  S.  transport  Sallie  Robinson  and  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  near,  August 

6,  1862.     Report  of  H.  H.  Bell 140,141 

Operations  at. 

Ckimmunication  from  11.  W.  Morris 198 

Orders  and  instructions,  D,G.  Farragut 343,  fiOl 

Reports  of 

Butler,  B.F Iflfi 

Roe,  F.  A 191, 192, 244, 245, 437 

Partial  destruction  of,  August  9,  1862. 

Communication  from  D.  G.  Farragut 143 

Orderof  D.  G.  Farragut 140 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.G 141 

Hsley,  John  H..  et  al 142 

Seizure  of  cattle  near,  October  1,  and  engagement  with  Confederate  battery, 
October  4, 1862. 

Communication  from  D.  G.  Farragut 306 

Rejmrts  of 

Farragut,  D.G 264 

Lowry,  R.  B : 250 

Oberly,  A.  S 250 

Rftnaom.  George  M 247-250 

See  also  Ahutrartti  of  logx,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  705-779. 

Donelly,  Eug^h.     Mentioned 332 

Donohue,  Feter  O.     Mentioned 444 

DonoTan,  Patrick.     Mentioned 444 

Donovan,  Thomas.     Mrntioni-d 444 

Dorgan,  Michael.     Menlionrd 444 

Domingo,  Henry.     Mentioned 337 

Dorsey,  James.     Mentioned. __ 87 

Doten,  Pilol .     Mentioned 518 

Doud,  John.     Mentioned _ 444 

Dove,  Benjamin  H.     Mentioned 6 

Dow,  Neal. 

Correspondence  witli 

Bell,  H.  II 427 

Furragut,  D.  G 427 

Mentioned 309,  316,  40.'>,  406.  428,  429,  759 

Dowling,  Richard  W.     Mentioned 565,566,570 

Downey,  Stephen.     Menl  ioned 683 

Downie,  GI«or^  B.     Mentioned 689 

Downs,  Henry.     Mentioned 5, 21 ,  706 

Doyle,  John.     Mentioned 39,  40 

Doyle,  Michael.     Mentioned 689 

Doyle,  Peter.     Mentioned 683 
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MtintiuiMHl 
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Roindc^r,  Schooni^r.     C^|)4ure  of,  St>{>l«>niUT  17.  1802 ., 200,211 

Tlwrt'sii,  StliooniT.     Seizure  of.  Septcml>pr  4.  1882 ^ 176 

Lil>',  SchuoiMT.    C«p(ur^>of.  A\iftu«t  31.18152 173 

Dread,  William.     Mi-ntioned SfiS 
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Duffey,  James.     N(t>ntioned —       55S 

Duffy,  Philip.     Mi<iitii>m-d 442 

Dugan,  James.     Mciitintietl IIM 

Duncanson,  Sherman  Je  Oo.     Montioood 738 

Dunn,  Henry.     Mrnlionfd , 69 

Dunne,  Thomas.     Nffiiiiimed ......^...........^ 301 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

C-orrospondflni-c  wiih  Joaaihan  Young IW7 

M(-ntiun*-d 536.5:15, «39 

Du  Pree  aud  Lo  Barre,  Mi-jtmnf.     Mentioned 190 

Dupuy,  John  S.     .Mciitium-d 132 

Dyer,  Isaac.     Nffntioui'd 600 

Eagan,  Thomas.     M<'titioiKHl 557 

Eugle,  Sivrimt>r.     Mentioned 508 

Eagle,  Henry. 

Cui'n*s|)ondcnr«  with  D.  G.  Funtgiit ......^i... 101 

.Monli<.n«l 158,257 

Report  of  cuiirt-mmliftl  of  Chnrlm  Ihint^r 271),  277 

Earle,  Henry.     Meiitioncd 089 

Eaatem  Queen,  V.  S.  Army  li-uiisport.     MnatiomHl 7B5-767 

East  Pass,  Santa  Bosa  Sound.     Si>e  Santa  Rom  Sound.  Fta. 

Eastport,  U.  S.  S.     Mt'titioru'd 50 

Eaton,  Stephen  M. 

Corn's puiidi'iice  with  Joa.  L.  IIaUp((. 701 

MentioiiwI tf 98,  TOO 

Eddy,  Darius  F.     X(.'nt  idnpd 461 

Edmondson,  A.  H.     Kt* [xtrt  of  Kinkini;  of  tttramtT  IjMtifl  Wliitemaii  In  i-oUision 

with  r,  S.  S.  On^du 130 

Edward  i  or  Edwards) ,  Sloop      Mnntionf>d 3.57-3.'S9,  73U,  732 

Edwards,  John  W.     Mcntionvd 683 

Egan,  John.     .Mentioned 683 

Eisenhardt,  Christian.     .Mentioned 444 

Eldridge,  Oscar.     Mcntionrd _ 688 

Ellas  Pike,  I'.  S.  Urk.     Captnn- of.  JaniiHty  1,  1863 450,466,815 

Eliza,  Sloop.     Pest  ruction  of 226,227 

Elizabeth,  Slo«tp.     Mcniionwl , 95 

Ellet.  Alfred  W. 

('orrpsjxindence  with 

I>avi8,  Ctmrles  K i... 44 

Porter,  William  D 48 

War  Departnienl.  L'.  S 47 

MMitioned 4. 18. 47. 49, 60, 62. 96.97,016 

Report  1^  ftiigagcini>ni  with  ('.  S.  rain  AriuDass,  July  22. 1862 45 
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Bllet,  Edward  C.     Mentioned 47 

Elliott,  J.  P.     S<*  J.  P.  Elliott,  Britf. 

Elliott,  Samuel  N.    Mentiuned. 388 

BlliB,  Robert  N.     Mentionud -Ul.4-l3,-i53 

Elma,*  C'linfedt-rrik^  nnncd  si^hoooor.     DestructioD  of,  Aiiguat  12,  1M62 151, 302,783 

Elmoro,  Hanry  M.     Uoutiunt'd 232,233.473 

Bminft,  CoiiMi rule  schouiier.    Capture  of,  Septemher  27,  1862 241 , 710 

Emmons,  Geot^  F. 

Corri-MixmdL-ntic  with  H.  H.  Bell 391 

Mcalionwl 2:17, 477, 328, 535,  KW,  595,5*.  023,  G41, 649,  «fiS 

RcUevtMl  uf  rumiQntid  of  U.  S.  S.  llstl^nu  aiid  a]i|Kiii)ted  to  ronimntid  U.  S.  S. 

R.  R.CuyW. 30e 

ReporU  of. 

Bcm-ick  liflv.  U,    Blockadcof SS,W,156,266 

lodian  No.  2,  stciimer.     Itiif rv«ptiou  of,  July  19.  IHtB 76-79 

Ja««plime,  Confcdonile  brig.    Ciipturc  of.  July  28,  1862 94 

R.  H.Ciiyler,  U.  S.  fi.    Condition  of ayz 

Emory,  William  H. 

('otrft*ixincl.^iif<'  wntb  JohnC.  WaUioiu 6l7 

Mpnliotipd , 610,  (SIX,  021, 022. 6-10,  «ao 

Empire  Paiish,  Stnuurr. 

Firing  upon,  by  U.  S.  S.  Knuhdin 197,  IMS, 207, 4.33, 434 

Mrntioutd 140, 1H3.  191),  «2, 486,762, 76a 

Erben,  H«nry. 

C^jmwpondi'uce  with  Gc^rgw  H.  IV'blc 144 

ilcnliom^ 6,8,14,16,&J,5S,62, 123, 129,215,;121,7I3 

Espediiu,  S<-h(xmiir.     MtintioiuMj 275 

Enaex,  V.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 319. 3W 

Mraiioned 10. 15, 40,  46.  ."ia-M.  93. 94. 107, 110, 153, 150, 167, 190, 2i>ti.  245, 

3IW,  318,391,  395,  UK,  415,  410,  43II,  432,  -ITS,  4S:i,  5I«,  .M4,  .527,  512,  530. 
595, 007.641,  644.«I.i,  0.'A  IKJO,  GW,  IM<2,  OS-t.  092,  C9-1,  097  700,  795-707. 
799,  71 1 .  71 4-717.  7:tO.  747.  750, 75:*,  7(iO-7i;s,  772,  777,  778,  840,  S4S,  «3 
Op<*r»ltoD!(  it]  MiiMKslpiM  River. 

At  Biiton  Rouge,  [id 105,  I0U,114 

Altt-nipu-d  dL-atniftioQ  of,  by  torjiedo,  neur  Port  llud^on,  Ia 543, 640 

Kngugciuont  with  V.  S.  ram  Arkunsus.  July  22,  1862 18, 

43,  45, 4K  50, 57  (13, 79, 74, 90. 97. 714, 749 

EnKagvinent  with  C.  S.  nun  Arkansas,  Augml  0.  lSli2 Itr]-I3K.  719-721.771 

GeiiMttl 181,182, 1H6, 299. 779, 7W,7S5 

See  itls<>  P.W  ITuittm,  La.    PcMOtft  of.  MartJi  /{,  1803. 

Orders  for  niovciiwDta. 101,  III. 34,3. 052, «S0 

Suon,  William.     Mentioned 442 

Estralla,  r.  S.  S. 

AWwlajH-e  rvnd><r(Nl  crew  of  IT.  S.  S.  CV>EonnI  KinHnum _ 023-020 

Mentioru'd 326-334, 342, 393. 478, 493. 

494, 504,  £10, 51 1, 515, 618, 519, 522.  S23, 530, 537. 551. 595, 5CKK.  634, 641 
Operations  in. 

Att-lmfalaya  Kircr  and  Bnyuu  Terbe,  Ln.,  October  Sl-NoviunU-r  5.  1862. 

Sim?  Alehafaioya  Rhrr  and  Buyou  Teeht.  La.     Operttliotiji  in. 
Bayuu  Twhe,  Ln.     See  Bayou  Tecfu,  Iai.     JoiiU  attack  upon  Coi^tderaU 
dtfcnae*  on,  Jamary  H,  1S6S. 


*  Coowu  itbw  aa  Major  Ulntar. 


Ether,  Frederick.     Meriltouml ..,.,,..„..,_..,...,_., 442 

Eustis,  JiunfasB.     Meniiunt<l 440. -iftV,  7S5, 743 

Etoiib,  Henry.     Mentioned .,,...*,.,..,..,.,., 70 

Ev&ns,  Joaepli.     iU'iitioned H09 

Bvato,  Peter.     Me nliotrnd "33 

Everett,  Charles. 

MfntioniHl .■«.34 

Statcmont  rcf^rdinf;  destruction  of  mortar  whooiwr  Sidney  C  Jodsh 3Ji 

Excel,  Urilwli  whrtonor.     Mi'Dtiniu'd 208 

Ezell.  William  H.     Mmtitmcd .'>72 

Fairfax,  Donald  McN. 
C'orn»ix>(Kl*?m'e  with 

FftmiKul.  n.  G 109, 120, 3»3, 395 

Navy  Di;]>ttrtnient,  U.S...... .^.. 128,  129 

Porter.  WiUijim  D. ,.^, 128 

Hop.  Krancw  a..., , 124,408 

.\[L.ntiom-rl 120, 127,290, 305, 313, 380, 478, 717, 723, 727 

Fair  Play,  <\inred<vut«  vcuvipI.     MentiMMHl 154 

Fairy,*  StIiooimt,     M[>ntion«d 571 

Falconer,  Charles.     .Nfrntionod 47 

Falkinberp,  George  H.     McatitiDMl - firjV.flOK 

Fallon,  Joniee.     MiTitioiicd 444 

FaUon,  James  E.     Mdiiluupd ; .„...,,. 683 

Fancy  Natchez,  Vi'xrtt'l,     Mwuiuiied * 330 

Faxies,  Tfaomas  A. 

Corn^^wiulnDce  with  BvDJuiun  T.  Wiofthciter £22 

Meniiorifrd ,.,-.,..,., £E33 

Knpciru  (if. 

BityouTrche.  La.     EngKKi'tnpnt  with  F<>df>nit  Tueaebi  fn,  NovenilHT  3, 1862.       337 

I'eiit.'  Anw  Islimd.  U.     Alluir  iit ..-«. 8l»8 

Forra^t,  David  O. 

Ai»[)(>int«Hl  rmr-ttduiiml 061 

ComwpiiiKlPDc^  with 

.\iiHinfl.  Me'iiry  A.,  jr 513,600 

AU^n,  J*m*fl 21, 103,  IftI,  ITS,  IttS,  200, 414-416,  430,  4;J2,  4«1 . 

482, 484, 489, 501, 514, 536. 537,  M2, 574, 578,  .W4. 6(IK,  012. 613. 820, 658 

B«iloy,  Tlicodonis. „ 499.541.580 

amks,  N.  V ,.^ ^^ * 428,516.5-10.650,71)1 

Bell.  Honry  H 3,  16, 

17.  im.  140,  253.  206.  207.  :MK).  304.  305.  3(tH,  31 1.  325,  339,  3.%> :»»,  3B3, 
366,  372,  383.  386.  SHU,  407,  41)9,  411.  421,  423,  4.30,  445,  479,  490,  49;i.  499, 
504, 506, 510, 51 1.513, 525. 537, 538,  512.  &14. 554, 579, 581 .  5s:i,  .V».  590, 
592,  503, 505. 603. 605. 606, 612, 614-016, 630, 636-038, 645, 6S0, 651 ,  660 

Blakr.  il.C 509 

Bknrhitrd,  Fmmia  K 601 

Bc)hio,  L'.  S.  Iirit(,  runinuiiidiu^  officer  of. 163 

Bruwne.  George  W 410 

Bm'lwn.in,  Thonuw  McK 252,326,380,393 

Butler,  Bctijitraiii  F 106, 

109, 147  149,  153, 172, 186, 231,240,300,306,309, 313,  315, 317,  ;*30, 385 

Ciildwell.  C.  H.  B 143.319,320.343.543,653,659 

Cluuw,  Anthony 177 
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Farragut,  David  G. — Continued.  PiC^ 

CorrespoDdence  with 

Colvocoresses,  George  M SOI 

Cooke,  A.  P 515,518,637,543,585,608,684,626 

Crocker,  Frederick 185,217,224-227,347 

Dahlgren,  J.  A. 207 

Davis,  Charles  H 7-19,51-53 

De  Camp,  John 76 

Denison,  George  S 399 

DillinghAm,  John 380, 382 

Dow,  Neal 427 

D'Oyley,N 209 

Emmons,  George  K 88,156,265,308,502 

Eagle,  Henry 101 

Fairfax,  D.  McN 109,126,393,395 

Foltz.  Jonathan  M 5, 165, 4tt,  517, 670 

Fox,  GusUvusV 184,338,639 

French,  Henry 168,180,265,290,291,324 

Gibaon,  Alex 1 1 1, 177, 338,  «4, 574, 589 

Guest,  John. 299 

Ilannum,  Josiah  A. 440 

lUrt.JoImE 339,373,567,650 

Havana,  U.  S.  consuJ-general  at 386,582,506,604 

Haptun,  Milton '. 323 

Hitchcock.  R.  B 405, 

410, 420, 422, 423, 434, 435. 445. 491, 51 1. 512, 527, 501, 600, 635 

Hooper.  Quincy  A 106,219,591 

Huggins,  Charles. 579 

Hunter.  Charity 108, 269, 300, 322 

Ir»in.  Richartl  B 551 

Jenkins.  T.  A 362, 370, 652 

Johits^m.  Auutf 306,656 

Kiinlierly,  L.  A 447 

Kitlrwl^'.JohnW 179,208,206.301 

Unv^w.  C.  \Y 3SS 

I-rtw .  Ri.liarti  1 82, 602 

Ia*m.  KdwArd 479 

ljf%\  Srtniwl  Fhillijki 27, 82 

Uwis.  R.  F.  R 651 

Uwry.  Reigan  B IS.  22. 23, 250. 251, 479 

Lundt .  WilHani  0 201 

McIVmiut.  David  .\ 162 

McKinstr>-.  J.  P 686 

MsiXHiib.  WAX 659 

Madiptn.  John,  jr 332. 384. 389, 601 

Manh.ind.  J.  B 649. 651 656. 658 

Xlotiile.  .Via..  KiviK-h  v»»xMH»n«iI  at 643 

\h>m*.  Ht-nrv  W 7.\.  136, 166. 2rt>.  313. 340. 343. 296.606. 655 

Savy  IV|»rtmom.  I"   S...  ,M9.a6.  T9.SL  133.  KVl.  161.  ITa  1S3.30&236, 237. 
34,V  lYvS.  3T1.  IVn.  4lXt.  435. 4K.  Ml.  S».  tftlS^  613. 61S.  635.  «i  695. 696 

Navy  Yard.  IVttsa^>»fc».  l\M»nundant  U 535.5&5,609 

New  iVImrs.  Krx'ik-h  vk-v-^>M»il  at 635 

NhU*6.  Kd«anl  T 94, 174, 236 

IVuKf.  J*uK«  S. a6h4<7,671 
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1      farragut,  David  O. —Continued. 
L  Corrvspondeiire  with 

^^  Pftirow,  Thoruiw  N 453 

^^^  Porter.  WilliAm  D M,  94, 101. 105,  H 1 , 1 14. 1 17, 1 18 

^^  Preble.  Gcoi^P  U 83,  M.  93,  Itt),  143 

r  Prwidcnt,  r.  S 342 

'  lUiwoni.  Goorge  M 113, 119, 13U,  ISO,  189, 247, 313, 300,  4K4 

Rwid.  AiiniT A.V>,  fjao 

Rmthatt.  William  B 140,  IV«,2I3,2M-2W1,  :tI9,  344,  431.  404,  4r»9 

Roc.  Francis  A 1«).  118.  l(Mi.  192.215.244,246.;il'>.4»5 

Kiiiwll.  John  II 158 

Smilh.  M.limton. 417,  578.615.  MO 

Spwir.  AklonT 43S,  451,609 

Swartwout.  Satnufl 2M 

Tuylor,  JtinH-a  Q 229 

Thornton,  Jftmra  S ^ ...^...       171 

TUum,  Mcl^ne. , 303 

Wade.  Thonuw  F 340 

Waiuw right,  Rirlwrd --.,i. ,...,..        30 

WalkiT.  William  M 158,171.213 

Wattrrs.  .lohn , 669 

Way.  Francis  C. 364 

Wcivcr.  A.  W 408 

Wilk««,  Charles 603 

Wilson,  ttvnry 430 

W.KMlwiM-th,  Selim  B 243,246,247,388,303 

Gewnil  orders 8, 152. 522,  551 ,  «1 4, 668-670, 606 

M^iuuruudum  fruin  pApera  of.  rejpirdint;  l>lockttdi<  ninn^rs 206 

Meiitiotied 4,  6,  7, 29,  36,  40, 

44.  45.  48,  53,55-58.fiO,(«,54,77,95,97,99,  102, 112, 121-124, 129,  136, 
142,  154.170.171,174.  179.  IM.  192.198,213.221.227.264,299,356.417, 
418,  420,  429.  455.  -im.  4.sn.  4SB,  501 .  53f>.  540,  .W1 .  552,  .Vi8, 560,  562,  576, 
579,  584,  610,  6 15,  6.12.  Vsi7. 640.  (HH.  652. 6.>1, 657. 05S,  665,  670. 678. 680, 
691 ,  697. 698.  708.  712.  715. 721, 727, 730, 732. 734. 745,  769, 778,835, 853 

ReoonuTU'iidntiun  iif,  ftir  rfltalilinlunrnl  i>f  prize  nmrt  nt  Npw  Olt^iiiix.  Lh 606 

Re|iurt4  of. 

Alabnmtt  and  Florida.  C  S.  stMrnere.    Scorch  for 577.599 

Ammunition.     IMwtive 391 

Anloiin,  British  steiimer.     Capture- of,  Jamuu->'  8,  1863 496,496 

AriuniUL!],  ('.  S.  mm.     PofMng^  of,  from  Ynwio  RiviT  lu  Virktihur^.  Mim.. 

Hod  cngiigempntfi  with  Fvdrral  vemvU.  Jul.v  15-22,  1803..  4.20,62,80,96 

Atchafalaya  Buy.  Ia.    Opemtions  in  Ti<.'inity  at 379 

Blanche,  British  steamer.    Burning  of,  October  8. 1862 268. 272 

Bftton  Roufrn,  La. 

KngHt^metit  al,  August  5,  and  dfstrurlion  of  C.  S.  ram  ArkariMui. 

AiiKiisl.  6.  1862 1 15,  1 16, 120 

(Xn-upiitioit  of,  hr  Unit(Hl  StatPR  fnn-w*.  Dpci-nibpr  I7.  1862 415 

Bayou  Techc.  Ui.    Joint  utlnck  upon  Coufvderote  dcfcnaes  on,  January  14, 

1863 515 

Bbrkjidv  runnm.    MoTrm«nU  of 403 

CallKHiii.  IT.  S.  S.     OjK^fiitions  of 303 

Caroline.  StMmer.    Capture  of,  Otobtr  28. 1863 „ 321 

Cml.     l*riccuf. 2 

CokWfl  Kininnan,  U.  S.  S.     Suiking  of,  February  23.  1HB3 
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Fftiragut,  David  G. — C'uutiuu^. 

DtWHrtioiw. dM,  64S 

iXiiiuldsonvill*.  Lo.     Partial  dwitniciion  of.  Auptsl  9,  1862 Itt 

Ewex.  U.  S.  S.     Injuries  fMAtuinod  by 319 

QalvMtoD.  T«x. 

Oiwrutions  off 431.  481.  Sn.  ttl8 

RtHrapturi'  i)f,  Ijy  Onifodenile  (orc«s,  JAnuary  1, 18B3. 437, 

440.  444,  44<i.  4.t2.  4.13 
UfttU:rn8,  r.  S.  S.    Sinking  of,  by  C.  S.  S.  AUb«inn,  Jnmury  11. 1S63  .. .       506 

lutiiui  No.  2.  Steuuer.    I'rovuduns  taken  from 7S 

Muin  A.  Wood,  V.  S.  whounvr.    Loea  of  boat'i  crew  Irom,  November  21, 

1862. 303.304 

Midnight.  V.  S.  Urk.    Condition  of lOfi 

Missi.-faii>pi  Kivor. 

Opemtioiwin WHS,  146, 157,  318,384.  551.  577,  597,«i44 

Purcbus*  of  tufpt  for  service  in 054 

Sickneas  on  veesels  serving  in ,  f)Q,  IM 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockttdeof. 489,491 

li:ecHpeofr  S.  S.  Fk)ridtt  from,  January  Itt.  1863 528,536 

PrnpoMKl  n|)rrAtions  against 242,302,312 

Munonguhela,  U.  S.  S.    Cbuup'  of  timmnieut  of 642 

Nuvy  Yiird,  Pi'iuJatulu.     InajH-'ciiun  uf. ..• 163, 164 

C)fli<^rM.    (,'luiriptw  in  awiignmcnt 022 

Port  Hudson.  U.     Pa«uige  of.  Murch  14,  1863 665-668 

Prixi-s.    Escajw  of  cnjw-s  of 178 

K.  K.  ('uylffiinil  Onmdjt,  V.  S.  ateomera.    MovndoiiU  of. 582 

Rio<iran<ic,  Tfix.     Altai™  in  viriniLy  of. ,,.-■,.,-..-,.,-       168 

Sebinp  Pass,  Tpx. 

Citptuni  of  I*.  S.  Ahi|i  Morning  Light  and  Hchooner  Veiocity  off,  Jan- 

mirT21.  1>W3 A53 

UriiUh  iti-hoonora  nt ......' a7B 

N'iival  (i|HT»tiotii)  in  violnUy  uf,  Septpnibi>r  21  loOctotier  12, 1862.    . .      224, 

231),  231,3X3 

Sykuo,  SleauHT.     ProjKKttMl  purcliose  of 349 

Texas.    Blockade  of  <.-oa«t  of , 308,547 

Vunuu.  U.  S.  S.    MeoAurca  for  raising ^.^... 309 

Vessels.     Purohaao  and  bin'  of ,..,-.,,...       fi07 

Woinwrigbl,  Kicluinl.     IWlh  of ..., 144 

Wuttt  (tiilf  Blockading  Sqiiiidron. 

(.'onditiou  and  net-drt  of 110. 

146.  156,  170.  193,207,211,289.308.309.311.324.434,542.586.607.634 

DiBpo^tioci  of  vt«ick. 477.  fi94.  SftS,  641 

General  alfhirB  of 165, 253. 289, 300,  ^40, 525.  ^S2. 007. 623 

WiUiara  E.  CtH^tur,  Sbop.    Capture  of.  November  20, 1S62 350 

Wi>»ilii<kon,  U.  S,S.    Condition  of SI 

Woodworth.  Brtim  E.    Court  of  onqtiir)*  on 307 

Request  of.  for  itifonnation  aa  to  position  of  odmirarB  flog. .................       193 

Farragut,  David  G.,  M  s.    Mentioned 15,301,304.300.616 

Farragut,  LoyoU.     Muntioned 3ii5, 668 

Farragut,  W.  J.     Meuiluued , 368 

Farringrton,  S«th  C.     MrntioiuKj 198 

Farror,  Alphona*.    Mentioned 332 
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Ferlin,  Patrick. 
Peny,  William. 
Pickett,  Levi  S. 
Pizineyt  Robert. 


Parson,  Jamea.     Meotionitl , 

Faust,  David.     S4h>  Ihtntl  Faunt.  Schooner. 

Faxon,  William.    ( '<im'.-c|K.ii(li'iKi^  m ith  !>.  <S.  Farragut Mt 

Feamot,  V  .S  sUir<whip     M.Miu<iyr<l 127, 1.58.244. ^78,5tt5.^^(«.lHl. 761 

Febif  er,  John  C. 

Ctirrcsprjndi'ruv  wilh  II.  II.  Bell 3lfi 

Mentioned 102.  ItB.  206. 30-i.  .105. 350. 39),  407.  478,  MO.  .595, 500. 722-73B,  733 

Mrtiiionod 55fi 

M*'nt iunfd -    .        -Vi? 

Meiitiom-d ,.., SOI 

Mpnlinned , ...-., .- 219 

Pireships.    Corrwip^mdenw  rrgarding. ........      786 

Pitchy  Graham  N.    Mentiuoi-d j....- 18 

Plaga  of  tnice 446. 440. 467, 491 ,  549, 573,  fiSO,  581. 663. 830-837 

Flaherty,  Patrick.     Mentioned IW3 

Pleurot,  O.  A.     Meiitinai^d ffl4 

Floranca,  Henry.    Tr-Mininny  uf,  ivgardinR  gnthering  of  crops  in  Louistiuui  hy 

United  Stutes  forces 822 

FloreE,  Antonio.     Mentioned fi7,(» 

Florida.     See  S^nm,  C.  R.  S. 

Florida,*  C-dnfftJenitH  Hii-Hnier.     M«ntiiinNl ...-..,...-.... 7 IX 

Florida,  ('.  S.  S. 

¥acA\v  uf.  from  Mobllf,  Ak.,  Jummrv  m.  lSli.t. 

Order  nf  1).  0.  Fnrmpit  fnr  court  «f  i*n(|inry. .........................       586 

Re[K>rt.'«  of 

Famipii.  D.0 338,535. M2 

Ilitrhrtrk.  R.  B H2S^^\ 

Statement  of 

Franklin.  S.  R 529 

Jenkins.  Tbnmton  K ..............^ 631 

Ksieiiiwof.  inloMol.ile  B^y.  Seplrinher  4.  1H62 23(1,386 

>f4.*(utur»i  for  <!apturt)  of. 344, 

3(W~.^l,  37B,  422.  541, 544, 677, 580,  £80, 5117.  59K.  a03.(Jm.  00(J.  623 

Meiilionwl IIW.  \M,  20K.  237. 

323, 325. 338, 339, 345, 366, 3S3, 390,  407, 412, 423, 4Ji[»,  .506, 5 1 1, 53li,  578, 
5»4, 586, 608, 613, 629, 630. 646, 722-724, 726, 729-733. 741 ,  767,  702,  810 

Florida,  Vessel.     Mentioned 361 

PloLir  Bluffs.  Tex.     See  Corput  ChritH,  Ter. 

Flycatcher,  J^teiimpr,     Mcnlionod. .......  ..............,.....»......•..._...       338 

Poland,  Jamea.     MwiitioiifMl , ,,.,,......,- 444 

Foley,  John.     Mentioned >....•*... ^».  .. .       444 

Foltz,  Jonathan  H. 

t'oiTfM|M)ridenee  with  ThonwB  X.  Peiimae 44S 

Menl  iuni'il 144 

Reports  of. 

CuMUHltil<8  At 

BttvouTwfae.LouitMna,  January  14,  1863 .517,518 

G»i»estou.  TeK.,.Iunuttr.v  1,  1863 442 

Port  Hudson,  Louisiana,  March  11,  1863. 670 

Virksburg  nnd  Ynzoo  River,  Mississippi,  July  1.5.  18^ 5. 2U 

Yellow  fevL'i-.     I'rocautianB  tigiiituL  contagion  from 165 

FdhraU,  Nathaniel  B.    Mfnliomid. 303,372.612,726.737 
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Fontaine,  Sidney  T.     Mt'iuiumMl ..,, ._.'. «^ 

Foufcuue,  P.  H.  W.     Mi'iUiunnl , , , 683 

Foote,*  Mr.     MciiliiiniHl 

Foote,  Andrew  H.     C«mM|ioiKlt'iMT  wiili  S,  Letlyiml  PbvliM 

Foote,  Andrew  H.,  Mrs.     MenLioned - 

Forbes,  Master.     Meiuiiiiii<d ; 208,  J 

Ford,  Alexander.     Mpiuioneil 47 

Forei^  flags-    <'nrri's[KiiKirncp  rvgsrdtng  use  of .,.,   IJW,  1112,212,773 

Forei^  men-of-war.     MovetnMitJi  of. 491-403,010,638 

Forney,  John  H. 

Com'-ipondcnre  with  J.  R.  F.  TsltnalL 791 

Mcntiiinct) , 792 

R»l>urt  of  upemttonH  in  virioHy  uf  Uobilv,  Ala. 791 

Forrest,  French. 

Corrpsponcl«'ncc  wilh 

Apprl,  P.  F 

Buiwj,  J.  N 

McntioQ«d S35 

Forshey,  C.  <J.    Report  of  dpfeiwe  of  coiwl  of  Tpxm , .      S47 

Fort  Gaines,  Ala.     Artnameot  of. 

Report  of  K.  B.  Uitcbcock 103,104 

SuikiDcuurf  J.  W.  l»urt<T 199 

Sfw  nlao  Mobile.  Ah.     D^hiMit  ef. 

Fort  Henry.t  l'.  S.  ram.     Mwitionod 

Fortin,  RaphaeL     Mt'iidouw! 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.    Arniamcnt  nf. 

R4>|K>rt  of  R.  B.  Hitrhi'cirk 102- 

StHtemcJit  of  J.  W.  I»ort«T 

Sec  also  Mobile.  Ala.     Dffmat*  of. 

Foater,  Benry  D.     Mentioned MS, 617, 

Foster,  Jesse  W.     Mrntumfd................................. 

Foster,  W.  R.     Mp4Uiim«i , , 

Foster,  WiUiam.     Mmiioiicd ......*.. -.4. 

Fow^ler,  Mttst<>r.     ^t^'ntion('^l 

Fowler,  Charles.     Mintiouwi £66-668,5: 

Fowler,  WiUiam  W.     Mcniinnwl , „..  381, 

Fox,  SuiiiiHT.     Mrntiuncd , 

Fox,  QuBtavus  V. 

Comwpondenf*'  with 

Farragut,  DO I84,.^'W, 

Fulton.  Clutrlefl  C 167, 

mt<-hpock,  Roliert  B 102, 

Smith,  M 

Mentioned 388, 

Francis,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 3W,683, 

Francis,  James  L.     CWrvMjiandBnce  with  Navy  OtportnMOt,  U.S. 

Francois,  Fray.     Meniiontv] 

Franklin,  Robert  M.  • 

CorrtMiKindencr  with 

Cook.  Jowph  .1.. ..w 

Speight.  .V^hli-v  W 232. 2*1,235, 

Uenlldoed 548,794 
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rFrankUn,  8ainu«l  &. 
CotTittiiondcnrr  with 
i                 Bell.H.  H 312 
I             J«DldD»,T.  A 430 
MentHMiMJ 478,  SBS.B*!, 640. 727-730 
Report  iif  l.ltK-katl.- of  MobilM,  Alft 412 
Sttttciiiciil  [tr  4'srajK^  of  C.  S.  8.  Kloririn  from  Mobilr,  Abi.,  ilnnunry  Ifi.  XfUGS. .       S8S 
Franklin,  WilliAm  B.     Mentiniipd S62 
Frank  Mumf ord,  Sl«>«miT.     Mrnt ioiiwl 112, 640, 764, 766 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.     Mrationed 418 
Frazer,  James.     Mentioned '141, -143, 444 
Frazier,  John  S.     .Mmtionrd   ; 4Hfi 
Freeman,  Martin.     Mi[i(i<jni-d 3.31,391,491 

Freeman,  Titiw.     Mmlionpd 442 

French,  Geor^.     Mniiioued SOO 

French,  Henry. 

CnrrrsiKiiKirnri'  witli 

Biirgo,  WilJiam  ,1 290 

FamiKut.  H- G 168,265 

Ual&moniR,  U.  S.  cooRnl  at 293-295 

m  Ziimlimno,  J.  A I9i'»,293 

■  Menlion<-«l ^....^...^^ -*„w^ 289,291,710 

H  RcEicvisl  of  coratnnnd  of  It.  S.  S.  Albalrnni , 324 

^^^^       Report*  r>f. 

^^K  AHiiitross.  U.  S.  S.      Yellow  ft-vpr  on 290 

^^^  RioGrandp.TcxaanndMi-rico.    Aflairain  %-irinitTof 1..   180,338,291 

■  French,  Jefferson.     Mpnt  ioni'd ...        38 

I  French  flag.      Sw  Foreiiju  fiti^* . 

I         French  Minister  to  the  United  States.     Montioatyl 744 

I         Frenery ,  Thomas.     Mi-nt  ioncd 503 

I  Frick,  WiUiam  ( ! >.     M*iilmtM-d »13,8a0 

I  Fujfitive  Slaves.     (WrpH|K)ruJpWR  ranrpminp 310 

I         Fuller,  Edward  W.     M.-ntioned 83, 334, 337,  S34. 525 

■  Me  ntionfld *...^ 611 

H  Rr|K)rl  of  ogipnitiana  in  Atrhafniayu  Riv«r  and  Bayou  Teche.La.,  CVtobrr  31 

I  Novi^nilMT  .5.  1S62 .135 

I  Fulton,  MbJI  Htnimrr.     MfnCiDned. . . . . , 405,  752 

I  Fulton,  V   S.  S.     Mrnliorifd , 194 

Fulton,  Charles  C.     t'orrcupiindwirp  with  Gustavus  V.  Pox 167,323 

Furber,  Edward  G.     Mrntioncd 100 

FusiUer,  A.  A.     Mfjitiuricd 525 

G.  B.  McClelInn,  V..  S.  Army  »t«iiiiiT.     Mnnllnnrd 758 

Q.  Brown,  Kctlcml  hlpiunpr.     Mentioned 809 

IGabaudon,  Edward  C.     Mpntiuncd 068 
Gaines,  C.  S.  !%.     Mentioned..   103,  200,  423,  BOO,  001,  627,  628,  632.  633.  718,  726,  729 
Gaines,  Fort.     Spo  Fort  Oainen.  Alo. 
Galuahia,  Antonio.     MtintionMl 557 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Al  lurk  upon  dpffin.**  of,  January  29.  1863.     Report  of  H.  H.  Bell 592 

BoniKttrdjiient  of.  Jnnunry  10,  1863. 
Commiinirations  from 

Ben,  n.  11 545-547 
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Oalveston,  Tex. — Continued.  P^sv 

Bombardment  of,  January  10,  1863 — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Thompson,  Frederick  H 505 

Thompson,  Joseph 504 

Report  of  H.  H.  Boli 5(H 

Captures  made  oflf 661 

Defense  of. 

Communicationa  from 

Bamey,  J.  N 851 

Beazley ,  W .  H 793 

Debray,  X.  B , 792-794, 799, 836 

Hunter,  W.  W 786,  797, 842 

Scurry,  William  R 841 

Orders  and  instruct  ioas. 

Debray ,  X.  B 794,  796 

H(5bert,  P.  0 785,791,792,797 

Hunter,  W,  W 813. 817 

Magruder,  J.  B 811 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 833,  835 

War  Department,  C.  S 829 

Reports  of 

Bamey,  J.  N 835, 838-&40, 842, 847, 849 

Bell,  H.  H ^ 595 

Hunter,  W.  W 788,  789,  795,  798, 801-804, 810, 812 

Nichols,  E.  B 829 

See  also  Journal  ofW.  W.  Hunter,  pp.  813-817. 
Engagement  between  U.  S.  S.  Hatteras  and  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  off,  January  11, 
1863.     See  Ilalleras,  U.  8.  S. 

Notes  of  oliserviition  upon,  by  W.  M.  Wftlkor 213,214 

OiKTBtions  agtiinst,  Ortol)or  5-6,  1862. 

Commimicfttiori.s  from  D.  G.  Farragul 260 

Order  of  X.  B.  Debray  for  evacuation  of 261 

Reports  of  . 

Cook ,  Joseph  J #. 262 

Debray.  X.  B 261 

FaiTogut,  n.  G 253 

IK'lK-rt,  P.  0 790 

"  Renshftw,  W.  B 254-260 

Operations  olT. 

.Vbstract  log  of  l'.  S.  S.  Ownwo.  N"ovoral>er  14.  1862 345 

Communications  from 

Boll.  II.  H Mg.  S-W,  573,  580, 587, 619, 634 

Debrny.  X.  B 548,  830,  833 

Farragut.  1).  G 300,  317,  310,  344,  493,  511,  544,  582,605, 616.  620 

Magruder,  J.  B 831 

Xrtvy  Department,  C.  S 596 

Rrn.shiiw.  W.  B 310 

Memorandum  of  H.  H.  Bell 662 

Orders  and  instnirtions. 

Farragut.  D.  G 163, 213,  253,  404,  409,  479,  5.36,  583,  589, 615,  eW 

Irwin.  Richard  B 480 

Proclamation  of  H.  H.  Bell  announdng  intention  to  attack 550 
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OalveBton,  Tex.^^ontiniied.  Vmgf' 

Opprmtiniifi  n(T. 

heW.  II.  II 44^M0.fl37,538..'M2..W4.S79. Ml. 583.614. ft.-*fl-638,«» 

Cook .  .Kiwpli  J 236 

F«rr*fiut,  a  <1 43l.48l.SW,.'(77.018 

Mason,  C.  M 827 

RpTwhuw.  W.  B 431 

See  abo  Abttnuts  oflogn,  diaritn.  tie.,  pp.  7n5-770. 
RKiang  of  Iklockade  of. 

Cimilnr  of  Still*-  I)p|»«rtracnt.  t'.  8 835 

PlYK'lamHlion  of 

Bell.  II    H , 451 

MuRTudrr,  .1.  B 405 

Rrra()4ure  of,  hy  C-onfp<ierftt<«.  Jnnuary  1.  I8B3. 

Addri-ss  of  <}.  It.  MntETuder  to  th«  Army  of  Qalvc«ton 467 

ComnltiM 44(M43, 4ai-4M 

CSrciilur  from  Stn)*'  Dspnrtinrnt,  0.  S 836 

Commpndnlon'  lrll»T  fmm  PrMidi'iU,  CS. ... tKH 

CoDiiiirndalorv  order  nf  D.  (1.  Fiirrnffiit 4.'>1 

CommunicntionK  from 

Bell.  11.  H 44.1.  I4fi.  Mfl 

Di'hrny.  X.B WX.KW 

F«rm*|ut.  n.d r.l,  IKit.JlCi 

MnRnidiT.  .1.  B ; 4C.7.N.1I   x;« 

Coun-mnninl  of  K.  L  Ijiw .....^,  ttVt 

Toil  rt  of  enquiry , 44il  4.'Sfl 

DiiLgnm .....^.........^...-       4.9) 

Joint  nowNilKm  nf  ihnnkn  hy  Tpxah  Ippitlatum. ...ktvt.....^*..         4flK 

Nen'spAper  clipping , 4flh 

PliMmen. 441, 44»,  444, 401 

Pnx<luni)tJon«  of 

Boll,  II.  H ^...- w 4m,ffl3 

Magnidtw.  J.  B 466 

Reports  of 

All».  E.U 441 

Bftnka,  N.  P. 4M 

Burt.  WinUmL .- 44M,45S 

I>»vm.  Charles  A. ...t ..^.tt *.. .       4fi7 

Fsmiffiit.  DO 4^,  440, 4i4, 446,452. 453. 553 

FolU.J.  M 442 

lUumim.  J.  A 4K>.  441.4HI 

Uu«;iii»,C 440 

Huuter.'W.  W ..„i ^,...,.       466 

Ijonjt.  W.  S ^.--.., 450 

Miij:nid*r.  J.  B .-w 464-«»«,47n 

Palmir.  Jsnwe  S.,  et  •! - 447 

Pcnroap.  ThomM  N 443,463 

Ricbinison.  R.  J.i 443 

Spear.  A.  T 438 

Wilson,  Hpnry 439 
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Oolveston,  Tex.— <\)iitinuMi.  Paga 

Kecn|>tiin'  of,  by  (Vnf<*drriitrtt,  .fmiiitry  I,  IWS — ('ontitni«i. 
Statement  itf 

BurMI.  I.  S 461,402, 

Magrudcr.  J.  B ^ 403^ 

SeoaUoAimtratlMnftotpi.dianea.ctr..  pp.  71 K  779;  J(mmtdt>fW.  W.Hvntrr, 
pp.  SU,  SIS. 
QalvoBton,  Tex.,  British  Consular  Offlcers  at. 

-    Correaponclrucc  with  U.  11.  BpU J573 

Mentionwl 2f>S,403,-tS(),544.Mi>,.57(i,fiS3,B36.740,71I,>5»,S36 

Oalveston,  Tex.^  Foreign  GoiiBiilar  Offlcara  aX.     Vamm\yuviAtaat  with  <l.  B. 

M«Rni(W 817,835 

OalveBton,  Tex.,  French  Consular  Officers  at. 

Coireflpondonccwithll.  II.  Boll M5.650,587,ei0.«3©l 

MrnUmipJ M7,S8l,58a,6S0.730.  740,741.744 

G-alveston,  Tex.,  Mayor  of.     Mentioned 817,826 

Oidventon,  Tex.,  Spanish  Consular  Officers  at. 

Corresixiraicm-o  with  H.  11.  B.-1! 545,550 

Mentionwi 647.563,740,744 

Oalway,  Williani.     MentionM «.j. 

Gamble,  William  H.     Mentioned ..... .......... 

Gamble,  William  M. 

C\>rTP.'ip(mdt'nr<'  with  H.  11.  Bel! 313 

M«nli.iii«<l 2.TS,  3I.%  AXi,  47R.  -Iflfi.  4fl7,  505,  R4I,  649,  727,  728 

Report  of  i-Aplure  of  British  Btcemer  Anloon,  January  6,  1853 496 

Garcia,  Jose.     Mentiotied ......................^. 38fi 

Gardner,  Franklin. 
Corrf«pi)ndent"«  «ith 

MUlw.W.C 840 

IVmberton.  J.  C 833,H46>t48 

Mriitiom-d 852,  SSa 

U^ixirt-s  nf. 

Mi'V^inrtippi  Kivvr.     OiMTatiiiiLs  in H47, 848  > 

\\m  IIuiLmhi,  U.     Erignermfnl  with  Federal  flrel  at.  Marrh  14. 1863...  70l~70i< 

Garibaldi,  BI«H-kadc  riinner.     Mpntioned 513 

Gamer,  Oeor^  O.     Mcnliuiicd 307 

Garrett,  John.     M(>ntiun<.K] 5 

Garritz,  Edward.     MfiitkHH-d ^ 74S 

Gaskins,  William.     Mt'ruioncd •. ...>.....       496 

Gates,  John.     ilcntioDod .... 361 

Gatley,  Bobert.     M(^ntiuDi*d 42 

Gaudet,  J.  K.     KrjMirl  nf,  nipinling  ImrniiiK  of  IhiimJA-KinvUlc,  I^n , 142 

Gaudet,  Michael  D.     K(-|Mirt  of,  rc^nling  tjiirnin^  of  Duiuildsonvilh'.  Ln 142 

Gaudet,  Oscar,     Mpntinnnl 523, 808  \ 

Oautreau,  Joseph.     Mentioned S24 

G&utreau,  Victor.     Mentioned £84 

Gay,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 116 

Gemabok,  I'.S.hurk.     ^^Vfeiatnooe  rendered strandnl  tnin»|>ortM.Sanrurd.  Decom- 

1»T  10.  1802 , 401 

General  Banks,  .Si^Amcr.     Mentinned 767 

General  Bra^^,  U.  S.  3.     OpentionB  sf^inst  Vickfthun;.  Mfaa.,  and  C.  S.  mm 

.Vrkansaa 3r.,  4I,«.747 

ineral  Butler,  Liigf^r.     Mentioned .103  , 


1 N  DEX^^  ^  895 

OeaeriU  Orders.  Pii«7. 

C'onfwJernte 71.846 

Union 8, 152, 183,  ^ft3,  SB.  .'iSl,  fiH.  WK-OTO,  6M 

Oeneral  Price,  Sletiiiier.     Mcnlront*(l -._  — .p...... .         43 

General  Quitman,  Stcumrr.     Mvntiuned. .- 52 

OeneriU  Rusk.     S«f  lihtnchr.  Sttaaitt. 

Oenernl  Sherman,  Cortffdfratr  KtmnM'r.    MrfiLioiMKl 711 

Genesee,  T.  S.  S. 

Mtntionrd ...   850,651, 600, ««2.flM, 

WW,  (169, 672,  67^-680,  r.B2.  CSS,  6»4.  701.  7(M.  im,  71 1,  74«.  767-7fi9,  8S3 

Opurntioiu  id  MiarisBpin  River.     Sei<  Port  UvdMon.  Im.     Panm^  of,  Marrh  tS. 
IS&i. 

OrdiT-(  for  inov<'moiit>i 658 

George,  Daniel.     Meni ioned 557 

Oeor^  Manghara,  l".  S.  srboooer. 

Cundit  1(111  o( 113 

.Mrnliurnd 99,  MW,  114 

Oeot^e  Waahington,  Schooner.     M«ation«l 155 

George  Waahington,  L'.  S.  m«il  ^tcainer.    Meni ioned... 767 

George's  Creek,  .Steiinirr.     MenI  inned 429 

Gerry,  Thomas.     Mfiit  ioned Hi 

Gettis,  James  S.     Mriifioned ,.-. 132 

Oibbs,  Charles  J.     Mftitkined 673 

Gibba,  W.  C.     Mcntiuned 572 

Gibson,  Alexander. 

Corrt*pi>nd*nce  with 

BniniT.  RlinsD 425,574 

Farn.pit.  1).  G 1 11,  177, 33S,  588 

Mrntioaed 422,477.530,595.641 

Reports  of. 

Bloomrr.  titrnmcr.     CN|iturr>  of.  Dprvmlter  24.  1862 424 

S«ma  Roiiii  Rny,  Kl».     OjierAtions  in '774 

Oibaon,  Charles.     Mentiowd 444 

Gibson,  William  E.     Mentioned.. 466 

Giffln,  Adam.     Meotionwl .*-      823 

Gift,  George  W.     Mentioned 69,70.132-134 

Gilbert,  W.  H.  H.     M^niiotted 5B7 

Gill,*  Mr.     Mentioned 779 

Gillmore,  Theodore  S.     Report  of  operations  nj^inist  Vickshiirg:.  Mm..  Juty  23, 

1802 43 

Qilmore,  Mr.     Mentioned .772 

OOmore,  John.     Mriiiinnw).._ .". 731 

Qilmore,  William.     MiMitioned 09, 132,134 

Gilpin,  Judge.     Mentioned ^ IAS 

Gino,  SebooDcr.     Mentioned 268, 267 

Girault,  J.  F.     Mrntioncd .•. 66 

Givens,  William.     Mcnl iiviicd .132 

Gladiator,  Stumer.     Menltotu'd 208 

Olasafcrd,  Henry  A.     Mentioned ^ « w 183,215 

Glathart,  David.     Mmii^inod , 47 

Glenn,  MarshalL     MenlH»tu-<l , .'•72 

Glortns,  William.     Mention*^] 444 

Glynn,  James.     nepi>ii.  of  cuiirt-niartia]  of  t'hurl(>ii  Hunter 276,277 
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Ooblo,  Edward  H.     Mt^ntionod. 

Ooble,  Samuel  B.     Mnittonci) 38 

Godfrey,  WtLshington. 

Com-si-KHl.-iuv  «iih  JI.  11,  IJ»-1I „ 305,421 

Monliom-d e SO,  S»ri,  G4 1 .  725 

Ooicouria,  Gtrx^ml.     McntioDcd 1U3, 1U7 

Golden,  Pot-     Montioncd 42 

.  Ooldaborough,  John  B. 

CoiTMpuDdt>iio<-  with 

Ln\S.  P 311 

N»vy  ncptirlmcnt,  U.  8 610 

Mi-ntioiwd ^^ .,* ."M^nW 

Ooldthwaite,  George.     Mpntinnod......._............^.4^.->^i^ 82H. K27 

GotUEales,  Thomas.     Mi'ntioiu-d ....^ 704,  76.^ 

Good,  W.  Spalding.     M<>nlioiu>d 7W4 

Gooding,  Oliver  P.     Mcnlioiud rt2l 

Goodrich,  Llewellyn  D.     Mcnticined '.K),  40  . 

Goodrich,  W.  £.     MontinntKl. 

Goodwin,  Ezra  S.     Mpntioued 393.394,478,522,60^018,707,: 

Gordon,  Henry.     Mentioned 

Gordon,  Sarah.     .St-(>  Sarafi  Gordon,  Sikootur. 

Ooss, .     Mentioned 

GoBoamer,  StcQuirr.     Mentioned 

Gottenburgh,  Carl.     Mentiom'd 

Gould,  Abraham  N.     Rt'twrt  of  cnpturr  of  nritish  fttt*)imer  Ttilml  Cnin.  July  24, 

IN(i2 

Governor,  Briti'ili  wliootier.     Meniium-d 

Gracey,  Frank  P,     Mentioned .  - . 

Grafton,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 603, 605, 60(1,  74a 

Graham,  Newell.     Montionrd 478,.Tffi»,841 

Graham,  William  C,  et  aL     CorrefliMindenrv  with  Charica  E.  Jack 34 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.     Rngogetnent  with  bftlterins  «t,  July  22,  1862.     Rt>portii  ot 

( ".rren.  N K5 

IVIilc.  Gforno  Henry 83,84 

Grand  River,  Louioiana.    Operaitons  io.     Report  of  John  C.  Wntiton A17 

Granger,  Lyman  C.     Mentioned I.B 

Grant,  UlybseB  S. 

Correspundemw  with  Slupheri  A.  Hurl  but...... 

Mentioned 341,616,«37.fi44, 

^ Grant's  Pass.     See  Mimstippi  Sound;  ulw  Mobile.  Ala.,  drftnMs  of. 
Graves,  Charles,     ^tentioned 
Graveson,  Charles.     .Mentioned 
Gray,  .     .Mentioo«d - 


Gray,  Edward  F. 

Corre«p()ndene«<  with 

C«Dklin,  OeorBf  K HOC 

Harding.  John 7K3 

Hobby.  Alfrrd  M 780,781 

Irelaod,  John 2(M 

Snnds,  .Inck... , 783 

Willke,  H 397 

Mentiofted 201,308 

He  port  ol  capture  of  Aclinfc  Volunteer  LJeittennnt  Kiltredp*  near  Corpiijirhrisli, 
Tex.,  September  14  'ISOS 
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PftfO. 

Gray  (or  Or*;),  W.  C.     Mt^ntitrnwl. 

Great  Western,  L".  S.  S.     Mfnliniwd ^ 40.41 

Green,  Charles.     R('|iort  of  court-martini  of  CTinrl^ii  Himtpr 27fl,  277 

Green,  John  (Curpentcr).     R<'port  of  injuries  siistniriHl  by  U.  S.  S.  Mononf^hrln 

lit  Port  Miia*jn.  Mnn-h  H.  IW.3 990 

Green,  John  {Ordinary  Hcittnuti).    Mriitioocd 361 

Green,  Joseph.     Mentioned ....,.,,„,.. ....i.       497 

Green,  Nathaniel.     Krpnrt  of  PTiKafC'^i^t  i^'th  twlleries  it  Orand  Calf,  Mim.. 

July  22,  ISfi2 85 

Green,  Kobert.     Meiilionod.,... JMS 

Green,  ThomM.     Mriitioiied..... .i 4ft4, 469, 470,472,  475,827 

Greene,  William  R.     Meniioiwd..: ! 31,442,449,  4nK,  400 

Greggs,  Oliver.     MHi)ti(mi>d 42 

Grey  Cloud,  Stivmirr. 

Joint  cxtwdtlioii  iu  vicinity  of  Ftufs  Mauclmc,  July  2S-28,  lSti2 9U-9Z 

Mentioned " 333,334,523.524,753,751 

Opcrotions  fn  Atrhnfalnys  Rivf>r  nnd  Bsyou  Trcbp.  E^otiuijanit,  OioImt  31- 
Noveml>er  .t,  1H62.  Hi'*-  Atchafaltiyi  /fi'w  and  Ho'/ou  Tecke.  iMuiin- 
a  no.     Opernliotix  tit. 

Greyhound,  II.  H.  M.  S.     MpnlioiK-d 202 

Griffin,  Adam.    Trstimonr  of,  rcgArdinic  gntht^ng  of  ;ropn  in  I/oiiinAnn  by  United 

StatrJt  forccH 823 

Griffin,  Jerry.     Mfiiiioned 394 

Griffin,  John.     MentiuDed 461 

Griffin,  S.  P.     Mrntiniwd M7,654 

Griffin,  William  H.     Mentioned ^ 232, 233,361, 473.  S27 

Griffith,  Dudley  S.     Jbiitiuiicd - ^ ».. 192 

Griffith,  John.     St'c  JoJin  Gnpth,  V.  S.  morlar  »efioontr. 

Griffith,  John  T.     Mctiliorwd 567 

Qrimhall,  John.     Mentioned -.       132 

Grtndle,  George.     Mentioned ,. 498 

Grinnell,  I'ilor.     .Mt'niionod .....;...->.. 722 

GroBS,  John  8.     Mtniionnl 676 

GroBse  Tete,  La.     Oitcruiions  in  vicinity  of.     Ri«|wrt  uf  llslbrrt  R.  Pnlnt! 621 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Monlimifd 414,415,  417.  ■I»1,483-Wrt. (190 

Report  of  occupntion  nf  Balon  Rouge,  La.,  hy  United  States  forr«i,  Doreniher 

17.  1W2 .'. 416 

Grover,  George  W.     Sec  GttUeMon,  Tex..  Maj/or  of. 
Guest,  John. 

Corrf^^pondf-nre  with  D.  G.  Farrngut 290 

MiDiionL'd 156.254-258,338,345,750 

Gunner,  James.     M? ntioaed 42 

Gunnison,  Tu(c-     .Mrulitmrd 631 

Gwin,  Lucy.     St-f  Lvry  On-iji,  Sittttntr. 
Gwin,  William. 

Mi-nlioncd 7,  22,  M 

Ript>rl  'if  ('rijtagtmenl  with  C.  S.  mm  Arknnnu,  July  IS,  1862 36-41 

Haas,  Charles.     Mrntioncd 619.  744 

Haas,  Clement  J.     Mt-olioned 364,365,367.732 

Habeas  Corpus.     Stupenston  of  writ 821 

Hafley,  Joseph.     MentioiuMl 557 
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Hag^ftn,  Edward.     StnU'iiirnt  «f  nutvrnirnU  uf  sUttniCT  Indian  No.  2 

Raff^rty,  Daniel.     Mi'iitiotiMl 441.'I43.  461 

Halcro,  Edward  W.     Mcnlione'd,... »..,..„-..,,_....*..--. .t.. ....-.*-.. .      ti7P 

Haley,  John.     Mcntunml , 39S 

Hall,  Eliaa  O.     .M.nliu(».-d S3S,W0 

Hall,  WilbumB.     Mcmioni'd 840 

HallMk,  Henry  W. 

('urn«[M)nat>nci!  uilii  \.  I'.  Buiik^ 34(1,  J17, 454,  OT\tilt).til7,G37,&4U,Gril.fi97 

Mentiori-d 47..540,SI7,8I8 

Hallet,  Warren.     Mrntionwl .-....-       177 

Hallett^  Joseph  L. 

Montkuiwl 6B9h7U0 

Kr|>ort  ur  opcratiom  itgHiriHt  Fort  Hudtiuii,  La..  March  tO-16,  1863 701 

Halaey,  John.     Mpiitinitml 557 

Hamburg,  Adolphus.     MfnlioDwl 364,365,367,732 

Hamilton,  .'udgp.     McmioDed .*. 129 

Hamilton,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 366,454,455 

Hamaton,  Charlea  H.     Mcnlionrd 441,  443. 4.W,  461,  743 

Hamilton,  Isaac  B.     Mt-iuionetl 667,668 

Hamilton,  William  F.     MhiIhiiiwJ 41 

Hammond,  Nathan  W. 

Mcniifjned 21tt,220.229.47S..'>S9 

Hc|«»rl  of  i>riiion<'rs  cnptiiiTd  on  V.  S.  sbip  Kloming  Light 557, 5.*i8 

Hancock,  Qeorge.     Mrntionrd , D38 

Hanford,  William  C.     M<>nlinncK] 34 

Honkiiis,  B.  J.    Meotioood SU 

Hann,  Bichard.    Mootioiied 444 

Hanna,  Bobert.     Mentioned 101 

Hannah,  ConWfmli'  «Ioop.     Ilpstnirium  of,  Augusi  12.  1862 151. •%2, 783 

Hannum,  Josiah  A. 

Menliont-d - -, 453,913 

Kcpurt  of  reciipture  of  GalvMton.Tex..  by  CoDfcdmles,  January  1, 1803 440, 

441,461 

Hannum,  T.  B.     M^nliom-«i -,■.- ". .       443 

Hanson,  William.     Mentioiird 070 

Harby,  L.  C.     MpnUoncd ...^.........^ 472 

Harcourt,  WilUam.     Mi-ntioned -...^.... : 587,588.711 

Hardee,  Charles.     Mentioned).... .......................p. 70 

Harding,  Mr.     Mt-iilionod 410 

Harding,  Oeorge  C.     Mentioned .' 217 

Harding,  John.     Report  of  openiltons  in  vicinity  of  CorpiM  Chnati,  Tpx 782  i 

Harding,  Thomas.     .Mentioned 288 

Harding,  Pullin  &  Co.     Mentioned 4111 

Harriet  Lane.*  C.  S  S 

Biiniey,  J.  N  .  appointed  to  t-ommaDd <*....       829 

Blorknde  of,  in  Galveaion  Harbor.  Texas.     See  Oalvitton,  Ttx.    Oprroftomr  off. 

Coivdition  of 838,  S42 

Lb-t  of  oflfieers  of.,..*-, 840 

Mentioned 406.475,476,481.  489.490.602,  504.  .')OS..'iO»,  510.  537, 

545, 546, 553,  554. 5(17. 577-580. 582.  5S3.  ."WO.  51W,  500. 614.  filft,  filS,  620, 
638.  eeO.  663,  70S,  736, 738, 739, 742, 743, 746, 747, 816,  «32, 844, 847. 851 


•Fommy  u.  s.  a  Hmm  Uw 
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^  irav^ 

3. — Cunltnued. 

Pwpiinitionof.  f or  «■« 833,835 

Rt'porl  rnptrding  duty  to  be  periomi«l  bv .H4B 

Harriet  Lace,*  U.  S.  S. 

Ckpture  of.     See  Galvtaion,  Trx.     liteapurt  of.  b^Confedtrate/ortf«,  January  t, 
18&t. 

M^mionwl 99,  lfi7.  170.  ISO.  254, 255, 2G2,  iST-AM,  433- 

458, 460-405, 469. 470,  472. 474, 47»,  479.  41W.  499, 547-549,  556, 586, 5W. 
613, 619, 717, 735, 737. 740, 741, 744.  745, 750, 752,  754,  755. 814,  Klfi,  836 
Operations  tigaiusi.  Gnlvealou,  Tex.     See  Giditnlon.  Ttx,    Operations  tj^ifisi, 
October  o-^.  18Ce. 

Harriet  Finckney,  BrilUit  stcainer.     Mratiuned ..^,,       208 

Harrigan,  Bart.     M<>nli»ci«-d 083 

HarriniAn,  Charles  W.     Mpniicined 174 

Harris,  Goorf^  W.     Mentioned 676 

HarriB,  John  C. 

\k-ntiuDed . . 530 

Ueport  uf  ruiirt  ofi-nquiry,  rapture  of  V.  S.  ahip  Morning  light. 563 

HarriB,  John  H.     i[fnti(»»ed 374,.7IO 

Harris,  Thomas.     Mentioned. 683 

HarriBon,  Timothy.     Mi-ntloiMKl 47 

Horrub,  ChoxLea  H.     Meotiuned 679 

Hart,  (-*oiifedi'rtil4<  stenni  tninsport.     Mciltioned. 330.  :i35, 808 

Hart,  John.     M(Miii*.md 44<»,443 

Hart,  John  E. 

AjipoiiKcd  to  commniu]  V.  S.  S.  AlhatroHs 3^4 

i?om'«poiifl<<ntv>  with 

Bruwiip.  <>e»r)EH  W 377 

Fiirni|rt,t.  I),  (.1..^ 339.*j87.650 

Mentioned 346. 41.S,  478,588.505,  B4I, 668.710, 711 

Report  tjf  dcetniction  orsntt  workA. 373. 37S,  ,'i7U 

Horter,  Francis.     Mentioned 70 

Hartford,  V.  S.  S. 

Alx-tia.t  k«.  July  16.  1862.  U>  Mttnli  1-^  IHB:* 7a5-710 

Mcutiowd 4,5.7-11,13,14,16-21.36,51,52.54.02,75,76. 

80-82.  93,  M.  96.  98.  100,  101, 103, 105,  KJH-lll.  115,  116,  118, 120,  126. 
139-141,  143,  144, 140-148, 152. 153. 156-158, 162,  163. 165-168,  170-172, 
174.  177-179, 185, 193. 200-208, 211  213,  224, 230. 231, 236,  240.  242,  243. 
247.  252,  253. 260, 264, 265, 268, 271. 272.  289, 2i)1, 29.5. 296.  299.  300.  302. 
.-103,  305-309,  31 1-313,  317-319,  321,  323-32.S,  329.  .^^S-3-10,  343,  344,  :W6, 
347,  :M9.  356,  350, 363, 364, 306, 372, 379, 383  3S6,  W9-391 ,  393. 395. 398. 
390.  40*.  4f)9-4n,  414-^16. 420-423.  428.  4:W.  431.  4.14,  437. 440,  442,  444. 
446,  447. 451  463. 477, 479. 481, 483, 489,  490. 492, 493, 4UG.  IWS.  4!W.  nOl. 
iS06,  51 1-513.  515-517.  519,  522,  52.V528,  .VK,  537,  541-544.  .547,  55I-JV3. 
576.  577, 578, 582  586,  589,  591 .  .%4, .5!>5,  507, 600^  609.612  618, 630. 622- 
624.634.  641-645. 650-652.054-650. 6.58. 065. 667,669-071,  680,  692,694- 
701,  703,  711, 713-716.  719.  721. 730. 734. 748, 753, 758, 760. 766. 767. 8.53 
Opemtioiu  in  Mis^i^iippi  River. 

Afpiinst  Vii-ksbun;.  Miss..  bodC.  S.  ram  AtIcmiuwa 4,5. 

7  11.13, 14, 16  21.  36,  51.  52,  .54.  ll2.  75 
Ttiasa^  uf  Port  Hudson  batteriea.     Sec  Port  Uutbmn,  La.    Famngt  of, 
Mnrtk  U.  t8GS. 

•  Altorwuils  ('.  fl.  B.  IlKrrfet  I4UM. 
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Harvey,  David.     McutioiuNt 31«1 

Haxway,  John  H.     .Mciitioni't] _ 5,1 

Haaaltine,  Edward  C.     Mfntiunt'tl-  20 J 

KptH*',  Benjaiuin  F.     Mcntioneil. 073] 

Baseler,  Cliarles  W.     Mentioned 727"" 

Hatton,  William.     Mt'iitHined €27 

Hatfield,  Cheater.     Mentioned 736,745 

Hatteras,  L'.  S.  S. 

BltxJuide  of  B«n*wk  Buy 70-79,88,94,155.205-2(17 

Qipturra  miidf  liy _ .  *l,  155 

Kmoioiiit,  George  F,,  rejiev^d  i>f  rimiuiiind 308  J 

Rngngeinetit  Mitli  C.  .S   S.  AlulHinm,  •Innunry  11,  18113. 

Commiuiical  ioiid  from  D.  G.  Fnrruipil 512,582 

Hi>p(in^  iif 

B,-ll.  H.  H SOB 

BUk.'.  II,  ('..... ...,.'. 5Q» 

Delrt^y.  X.  B. 8S4 

FamiKUt.  D.  G 500-509 

8Uncel,  Jtwse ,       5U0 

StKU-iiii>tit  uf  L.  H.  ruitridgct. ...       510 

S«w  «W>  jmmial  of  H.  H.  Bell.  pp.  737.  738. 

Int«n-eption  of  steamer  Indian  No.  2  by.  July  19.  18(13 70-79.88 

Menlkinwl 343. 347-3-W,  357,  358,  :«2,  303.  3fl5,  3tVi,  385, 

*J0,  407,  -J  10,  436,  478, 479,  493,  499,  ,W4,  51 1 ,  512,  525,  527,  537,  .538.  5H. 
552.  567.  568.  582.  580.  589, 594,  597,  568, 6 10,  (523, 731-738.  700.  8:14. 837 

Ordrnifor  inovfiiienu-* 384,  •I01,42:t 

HavaiiA,  Cuba.     IJI<KkM(li«  niniKTK  ni 3Q8 

Havana,  Cuba,  British  Consular  Officers  at.     Mentioned 173, 

170,  ■J60.27I,  27:1:279, 281,  fi03. 807 
Havana,  Cuba,  C.  8.  Agent  at.     Corr^-apondtuiw  with 

CiMTitniiiidiiig  ullicfr  uL t'oofi'dorat"'  jmrt 174 

Mn-ton.  .Inines  M 378 

Sliit*^  Dppiirtmfdt.C.  S 278,284-286 

Havana,  Cuba,  French  Consular  Officer  at.     Mentioned 386 

Havana,  Cuba,  Spanish  Consular  Officer  at.     Mentioned 278,279 

Havana,  Cuba,  XJ.  6.  Consular  officers  at. 
rr>r!VS|)«indi-tke  witll 

Farrupui,  DO .  38H.  5S2. 598, 004 

Siiile  IVpurtDwoi,  U.  S. 238 

Mentionod 240, '.v.'.'  :."JI,  110,547,583,  597,740 

HawlcLiis,  Villiam.    Meoliooed. aSSj 

Haxtun,  Milton. 

Corn-npoiidfiKe  with 

Krtrrnnut,  D.  G w...i ;e3 

Nftvy  Depnrtnipnt,  U.  3 2S6 

Mentioni'd- -       041 

Relieved  o7  L-omuisod  of  U.  S.  S.  KiDco flflO 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  UenDcaa,  October  30,  1862 324 

Hayes, .     Mentiuiied *i27 

Hayes,  John.     Mentioned ..„, 027 

Haynes,  Aicbard.     Mrntiom^d.. ..*...,...,».,......*.. ,..,..,, 731 

Haya,  Charles  W.     Mcntiniii-d     ,_ 718 

Hays,  Daniel.     Mimtiuncd A 
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Haajftrd,  Samuel  V.     Montionra 328,  S32, 533, 835,  ."KW,  M4.  -■iflS.  rtl3,  Ml.  (i5H 

Heath,  David  P. 

CmrwiiKMKJi-ufo  with  H.  H.Bell 121 

Mentioned ,. *^..... * 478,a>5,ll41 

Heath,  John,     ^fpntiollpd .....,j,. ..-.-......*,*.. *,..., 345,442 

Heath,  Samuel  C.     Mi>nti(inf-d ....f* 377 

Heaton,  SamaeL     MfuiioneH ».-...!,..,        70 

Hubert,  Paul  O.  * 

Cnrmfi|M)n<)en<'i>  willi 

Bw,  lUmillon  P ItKi 

Dplmy,  X.  B , 792 

Hunl<T,  W.  W 78S,Hir2 

Mcntioiwd 261. 282, 3iM.  786. 79-1, 796, 799,810.824 

Report  nt  Brrivttl  of  FMieral  squtdrun  off  ClftlvMtoti,  Tex 790 

SlHvinl  ordi-rx 791,797 

Heialer,  Oeor^.     M<>ntion<fd 80 

Hellen.  Clifton.     Meniionrd 4S2 

Helm.  B.  H.     IC'>[Mirt  nf  dftnil  of  nrtiltpri^u  ftir  V.  S.  mm  Arkttnsiui 72 

Helm.,  Charles  J.     Siw  //uiwfia,  Cuba,  V.  S'.  oqtwt  at. 
Henderson,  A.  A.     Rejxirt  of  riuiualtips)  uo  U.  S.  S.  Hirhnuiiid. 

Al  I'url  HudTOti,  I^i..  Manli  U,  lJ«3 676 

PaiwaiP-uf  Vu:kHlmixliatt<>ripM.  July  1.5,  IH62 21 

Henderson,  Nat.     MentioTied .......•.>,...'. 398 

Hermesjiy,  Daniel.     .M<-niiuned v.... ........-■  ;.->.. i... -- 461 

Heniy,  Chorlea.     Sev  Charlts  Uenry.  FiAinfi  mnaeh 

Henry,  George.     Mfiiitoni^ 683 

Henry,  John  P.     Mr-iiC)ont«d 4.. .,.......« 332 

Henry  Colthirat  (ur  Colthrist),  Schooner.     Mentioned.. ....i...^...  208,575 

Henry,  Dodge,  CoiifedcmUf  M-liuoner. 

Disposition  of 7»I-«M.8IO-«I3.817.824.}Ml.  842 

Mi-nlioiK-d "86.  7SS-7Q».W)7,SM.81B,  825,837 

Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mnrUr  whooner. 

("up(iirpofUiHr.s.n?wrr«»in.  Nnvimliera».  1802 360,361 

McDtiiMied. ...  28. 30, 253. 2M,  2tMl.  .345, 388, 389, 4(H.  478, 538,  AOO,  50.'*, 638. 641. 602 
Opemtiow- 

^^Hinst  Galveston,  Tex.    See  Oahtatoa,  Tet.    OptrationM  agaiutt,  October 
5-«.  ISOg. 

In  virinity  of  Skhine  Piuci,Tex.     .     217--236 

Ortipni  fur  iimvpitipnlH . 499 

Heriot.B.L.     Mentioned -,,.«,..»„ fi64,  ."itie.  .568 

Hermosa,  Britwh  "whoonrr.    Capture  of,  October  30.  ISBS ;f24 

Hem,  David.     Miutioncd 441,443,444 

Hero,  Stoamcr.     Mcnlioru'd 86, 87 

Hersey,  S&muelH.     Mentioned 401 

Hewes,  W.  O.     Sfi-  W-  il.  Uewt».  Bril'mh  tUamer. 

Hewett.  WiUiam  N.  W.     .Mpnliom-d 544, 57ti,  583, 740. 807 

Hibbard,  Rodolphus  C.     Monttoaod : i 442 

Hibbert,  S.  D.     lUspurt  of  injuria  sufltained  by  U.  S.  S.  Honongahcla,  at  Port 

Hudson.  Man  b  11.  1803 690 

Hickey,  John.     .Mi'titium-d 6M 

Hickman,  J.  A.     Mfiition*^ ."124 

Hickman,  John.     Monltouud 674 

Hilt,  Frederic  8.     Appointed  tocommsnd  U.S.  bsi^W.Q.Andenion 622 

HiU.  J.B.     Mentioned „i        70 
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Hindmag,  Thomas  C.     Mentionml 

Hiner,  David.     Mcntiotted 

Hines,  .Si<>Bmpr.     Moiiiiuncd .,,. 

HiBlop,  William.     Mi*nlioiity|,.„v..— - 

Hitchcock,  Bobert  B. 

AdunM,  11.  A.,  jr - 

Boll.  II.  II ^ * .  389, 422,  < 

Bucluwr,  Simon  B..„.,i.,,.„ 641? 

Farmeut.  I).  0 AM),  430.  422.  42;i,  434,  44.'i.  M 1 .  .112.  /i27.  fHlO,  iXiA 

Fnutklin,  Sniniirl  U * 

(lamNp.Williiun  M 

J«iUiifl,T.A , 424..'i3l,5©9.fi29.( 

MrlVnnut.  D.  A ; ■, ...* iM^ 

Man-hiuid.  J. B - ^ tiSH 

Muliilr,  Frnirh  vinw-oii'Mi]  itl 643,  057 

Memorunila u( dpfniwt'M of  Mul)i]4>,  Alii :.^ S2S-633 

ML'inor»fn!a  of  {iwdlionM  of  vi-mwIh,  Mobile  Mockiide 107 

M.-nlioii|.d 101.  lAl.l.W,  194,  21 1, 390, 381.  409.  412.  421.  477. 

489,  492,  506, 526, 5:»-535,  595,007. 009, 010,041. 05((,  708, 721, 731,  7M 

Rolicvvd  of  conuDADd  ofT  MobUo.  Alu 012.013 

Rojiorts  of. 

Aotoiiti,  Brilinh  til«ftm«r.    ('apturH  of .  January  S,  1863 497 

Moliilr,  .\ln. 

BWlcd..  ..f 103-ia'i,43S,4fll,.%02,ail.ri92..=iftO 

Esrapi*  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  from.  JiMwuiry  10.  1803 .^SO-MI 

IViisiicolu.  Fla.     .Ufiiirs  iit 4U5 

Hobby,  Alfred  T£. 

.Tuint  rpMi>liiti4iniif  ihnnkfiof  Ti^xiislfgisUturelo. .  

Mentioned 1S2,20I.203,21>I,' 

Report  of  oprratiou!!  ill  **ieinity  of  Corpus  Chri«ti,TPX 780-7 

Bodges,  John  Q.     Mcntioiiod 00,70,133,1 

Hodkinn,  Jamea  C.     MrnlioDM] 

Hoffman,  Thomaa.     Mcntionrd *.  5,20, ' 

Hogan,  Joseph  L.     .MiMitioiwd 

Holbrook,  John  A.     .Moiition<><l i.......^..... 20 

Holcomta,  3?ythttgora«  E.     Memioned 90,91 

Holcomb,  Bichord  E- 

Mi'n(ioiu.-d 485, 487, 300,578 J 

Report  of  uperalioDsnt^ar  Plaquemine,  I^.,  .'tnuary3iiod4, 1803 

Holcombe,  Thomas.    Soe  Thonuu  Holoombt,  Stfumur, 

Holly,  J.  W.     M.THioinKl 30,4 

Holmau,  WiUiam.     Meulioni-^l * 

Holton,  Thomas.     \(vniion4>d .'. ^i..^. 

Honan,  John.     MrnLiourd ......d........ 442 

Rouduraa,  l'.  S.  S.     McoiionMl 759,883 

Hood,  Thomas  Jefferson.     Mi'iitiotusl iftt, 

Hool«,  James  !>.     Ki*|M>rl  of  detail  of  ortillRrigU  forC.  S.  ram  ArkaiMas 

Hooper,  Quincy  A. 
Oorrefipoiideace  with 

Bell.  H.  II 

Fumiput,  U.G 108,501' 

Mcniinm'd ^..  2IS.  221, 22:i.  23.^,  229,230.  47H,S3S,  SSfl,  ttW,  041,  flW 

Ki<|K>rt  of  navnl  opraBtiom  in  vicinity  of  Sabinr  Pan,  Tpx 217, 3BB 


Horace  Beols,  V.  S.  l>arkrntin«. 

-Moutiooi'd 27,  :B.:J25,  478, 595,641,734. 750. 751 

Orders  for  luoreineDts 421 

OpentioiM  u^iiittt  Virksliurg,  Wim.,  nnd  C.  S.  rum  Arkftiuns 27,33 

Home,  David  B.    SfriitiunMl 478, 595,641 

Uorricks,  John.     Mtolioned 444 

Hoaier,  George .    Mi-utioiiL-d 442 

Houghton,  A.     Set!  A.  ftou^fUvn,  U.  S.  bark. 
Houaatonic,  V.  S.  S. 

Motitiuncd 102,242 

Ordere  for  movfmfiiu „ \Si 

Houston,  David  C.     t'orreapondetiw  with  Walter  S.  Long 459 

Houaton,  Sam.     Svc  Sam  Iloutdon,  V.  S.  Bckooaer. 

Howard,  George  N.     Mi-ittiuiii-d liS3 

Howard,  George  T.     Mcntiotw-d 83 

Howard,  John  (Boiitswiiin's  m»uO-     Meotionpd ™.       676 

Hoyt,  Eben.     Mintiutad 412.674 

Hugel,  Adolph.     Atf  AJot/A  Hvffft,  V.  S.  n>ortar  tdutontr. 

Hugg,  Joseph.     ML-niiiMii-d 706 

Huggina,  Charlea. 

ConvMjwiidenc*!  with  Richard  B.  Irwin ^ 480 

Mtnlioiicd 166,295,478.Stt5,tKI6.641 

Keporl^  of. 

OiilvrsLfin,  Ti-x.     Kernftture  of,  hy  CofiffKlrmUv,  <Jttiiuary  1,  1H63..... .. .       440 

MiKsi^tippi  KiviT.     Alfaira  nt  mouth  of 57B 

Hughes,  Jamea.     Mrntiuiit-d 39,40 

Hughes,  Isaac  P.     Mt-nlinried ^ 442 

Hughes,  Thoniaa.     Mpiilioiied ..-,....-.,..■„....,...,       (IS,1 

Hughes,  William.     Mi'iitioned .*...■»;,,...,* 42 

Hulton,  J.  H.     MintioiiMl ^ i,,, 444 

Hunter,  Charles. 

C'orrespondcncp  with 

Arthur.  ChurieH  G 269 

Famigul.  D.  G 10S.;«0 

Court -mtirLiiit  of.     Sit*  Hlait^f,  firilijih  tttrnmer.    Burniitff  of.  ttf. 

Mentioni-d 75.  168,238, 

26«,  271-277, 304. 317,  .^22, 345,  .^'V9, 360, 36S,  370, 371 ,  387, 4U0, 725, 729 
Reports  nf. 

Blanche.  British  BUiitnor.    Buniiiig  of,  OctolicrS,  IS62 269 

Caroline,  Steamer.    Capturu  of.  Ottob.'r2M,  I.S62 , 331 

Hunter,*  Colonel.     Mentioned ,..,       199 

Hunter,  James  H. 

Xli'iitiotied 39.40,44.46 

Report  ul  ullicfra  nnd  crew  of  U.  S.  S.  Qtiecn  of  tlio  West,  eogi^eineDt  with 

C.  S.  ram  Arkansas,  July  22.  1862 -17 

Hunter,  John  W.     C^D^rn^poiidi-uce  with  Charles  E.  Jock 34 

Hunter,  Malcolm  K.     Mi-utioticd ,..       .'572 

Hunter,  Robert  K.  T.     Mentioned * ,. 282 

Hunter.  Thomaa  T.     Mcntiumd 628.718 


TTTDEX. 


Hunter,  William  W. 
Com-iipoiKii'Ucc  with 

Appel.  P.  F 807 

liMuiley,  W.  lifirbert 793 

Dcbniy.  Xnvirr  B ^ 792-7iW 

\U\u-n.  PaulO ,.., VMS 

Mugnidcr.  J.  B 81!, 828.842,845 

Rogen,  W.  F 813 

S<urry.  \V!llmm  R 841 

Ti>.xtut,  (iortrnur  of 7SB 

WuMhiii){lon,  ilniiiiiton 806 

Jounmlof,  IVwmber  16.  1862.  lo  Ajiril  24,  1863 81J-817 

MenlioLwl 466, 7M,  840, 846, 847 

Rt'iKHtd  ofv  n>garding  ii|M>nttioiu(  at  Oalvrntau  And  on  coiut  uf  TexM 466. 

788, 789. 70.'),  798, 801-804. 81(1. 812,  824,  S28, 8.^7, 843 

Himtaville,  C.  S.  nun.     M4<uUonrU 032 

Hurat,  Antonio.     MnntiunMl 178 

Htirlbut,  Stephen  A. 

CorrpspoinJmcft  with  G.  M.  Dodge 686 

Ropurt  uf  kiN»  of  U.  S.  S.  Miauasippi  at  Port  Hudson,  Lh.,  M«rpb  14.  1863. ...      685 

IbervlU©,  Steaiut-r.     Metitionwl 175,  I8y.216.248.G08,GH4.  714,  750,762.764.765 

Ida,  StPftmpr.     Mentioned : fi97,6ffl.6>'i4,655 

Ida  McLeod,  Ves*«l.     Mentionrd s 741 

lUin^worth,  Daniel.     Mentioned 557 

Illinois.  I".  S.  tmnsport.     Menlioned *........       761 

lUinoia  troops.     Meiitiont-d.     lufatitry— KfgitiifriK-i:  B-td.  46,  47. 

IlRley,  John  H.     Ki-]Hjri  of,  n-pinlitig  tiuniti^  nf  IKKiultlwmvillff,  Ia 142 

Immortality,  11.  B.  M.  S.-   Mentioned 636 

Independence,  Schooner.    MniiioDed »....-......*.,.*-..».  574, 575, 733 

Indiana  Troops.     Meutioncd.     Infantry— Regiments:  21st,*  ISS,  217.  326,  330, 

393. 
Indian  No.  2,  Conli'dernte  sleanM-r.     Inl<»rce[>lion  of,  hy  U.  S.  S.  HattiTtw,  July 

19.  IS62 76-79.88.  ISO 

Indian  Village,  La. 

Kxi>Ddition  lo,  January  28-31,  1S63. 

Alwinifi  lug  uf  L'.  S.  S.  Albulross 588 

Coiiimuniciilions  from  I).  0.  Fiirnigul ._ 'Vi? 

0)M>ralioiui  in  vicinity  uf.     Kcjwrt  of  HiilUert  E.  Paine 621 

Indianola,  Steamer.     Mentioned 237 

Indianola,  L.  S.  S      Mentioned 644,645,fl.'il.6a2,667 

lo  Sierra  (t>r  Joe  Sara) .     See  Water  Witch,  Schooner. 
Iowa  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infunlry — Regimeiil«:  30th,  697. 
Ireland,  John. 

Joint  rt>si>lutiun  uf  thsnk^  uf  Texas  legisUturai  to 468 

Mentioned 203, 305, 397, 398, 781 

Report  of  rapture  tif  .V-tiiig  V<>lunt4>er  [.ieulcnnni  Kitfreilgc  and  UmI's  cnew 

Dcnr  Ouf  pus  CUrisli.  Tex..  Seplenilwr  1 4,  1862 204 

Iroquois^  V.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 110,146,176,211.292,706,712,715,716,748,749,754 

Operations  against  Viclnburg,  Miw*..  and  V,  S.  mm  Arkansas 30,26 

Orders  for  movemenla ,.-,, , i».»f-   ,.,.,-.   174,336 

Irvine,  J.  S.    Mentioned 232 

Irwin.f .    Mentioned ..-- 40 
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fOnMiBUAfMl 


Irwin,  Richard  B.     (!bm<flpondonrp  wiih 

Cbit:lu>riiig,  Thuuius  K ,. 

Famgut,  D.  0 £51 

Hokomb,  Richard  E : i...      488 

Hagpns,  Owries ....^.-..       480 

W^ilwl.  Godfrey ^. ......  820,530 

Isaacs,  Andrew  I.     Mpniioiw>d.....b...^............ 813 

Isaacs,  Samuel.     Mentiotted 805,814 

Isaacs,  Wesley.     Mi'iiiiouod - 805, 814 

Isabel,  nhllsh  Atennipr.     >li>ntioned !2U8 

Isabel  Bloke,  S<-booi]er.    MpotiDoed ...i..^^^  fi7(K738,742 

Island  City,  Burk.     Moatioaed <..i..i,i...,^..i. 431 

Italia,  Belle.     Sn^  Utile  IbUm,  Stoop. 
Itasca,  r.  S.  S. 

Montioned I m.  147,  IW.  IGfl.  188-190. 2(16. 215. 2I«, 

2W5, 317,  JQ.%  41tt.  434,  478.  *S.%  4SB,  -iaK,  ^e7.  SJH,  .VI4,  .vi4,  .VC,  .W2,  Ma, 
595,  «U.  02U.  01 1 .  tSCO,  *iC2. «Jfri,  717. 742. 74;j,  740, 747, 76I-7G3.  772-777 
OperatiotM  io  Mis8is8ippi  Hiver. 

At  I>oiwldi«m%ill*'.  U 247-252 

At  Pluqiipitiinp.  U .     481  -484 

Rrconnois-wm-*  to  Port  I liidaon.  La.,  November  15,  18(^.... 350-36fi 

Orders  for  movi'nipnta 143,183,651.061 

Ires,  Ralph  0.     Currespondenco  with  UoJbert  E.  Pauir ttUI 

Ivy.  f.  S.  S.     Mentioned Il2(i 

J.  A.  Cotton,  c;.  s.  s. 

Di'sfnn-liiin  of.     Sre  fia^wt  Trc\c,  La.     Joitii  altofk  upon  Vonftdemte  dKfrhHr/i 
on,  January  1\,  ism. 

ML-utiunwI :C7  335,  :«7,  494,515,510-527,  .Ml.  551, 012,  7«I 

Openiiioiis  in  Atcbafalaya  Riv^r  and  Uayuu  'IVvlie.  La. 

(X-tutn^r  31-Novfn]l)4>r  5,  1N02.     Sri^  Atckafalciya  Rivtr aad  Hayou  TetAt.  La. 
Ofttralion^  in. 

NoTcmbiT  10-13.  1862. 342 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  Urk.     MeniJoncd 127, 

21 1 ,  4UJM07, 411, 412, 422  424, 47H.  a»5, eil,  713, 714, 734, 749 

J.  J.  McNeil,  SnhooMW.     Crtptiiic  of,  Janimrv  25,  1802 301,302 

J.  P.  Elliott,  Britc.     Meniiomd w.»...  208, ?24 

J.  P.  Smith,  .Sti-amer.     Deilnirlion  of i..       320 

Jack,  Charles  B. 

Corn's (MHHipin-f  with 

Brtvso.  K.  Rnndclph -.— 33 

Gmliiirn.  Willinm  I'.,  et  aL.... - ...* ^-.. 34 

Rcnt^tBw,  Willimn  B -"--,-, ^ 33 

MtfiitionpH 29,35 

Stjitcrii^-nl  ri>pirdii)f;  dfvttnirtior)  of  mortar  whooner  Sidney  (.'.  Jones 32 

Jackson,  Charles.     Mentioned 5,30,21.706 

Jackson,  George.     Mentioned >.«■•. «...h«.»..      683 

Jackson,  John  P.     S(k>  John  P.  Jadcson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  Peter.     Mentioaed. 441,443,401 

Jackson,  Samuel.     Mtmtinned 745 

Jackson,  WiUiam  H.     Miiititmed 70,132,13* 

Jacobi,  Mr.     Mciilifinpd 183 

Jacoby,  W.  S.     Mrntioncd. 4t 444 

Janes,  Henry.     See  Ileitnj  Jantg,  U.  8.  mortar  nchooner, 

Janvrin,  Edwin.     Montioned 230.221,228 

Jeff,  Thomas.     McDtioaed 442 
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Jeff  Davis.     See  Reindeer,  Sduxmer. 

Jenkins,  Quartermaster.    Mentioned £19 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 3SS 

Bell.  H.  H 348,349,371 

Blake,  Homer  C 357,362,365 

Farragut,  D.  G 652 

Franklin,  Samuel  R 412, 430 

Hitchcock.  R.  B 424,  S29, 509, 629, 648 

Navy  yurd,  Pensacola,  Commaodant  of 600 

Memorandum  of  instructions.  Mobile  blockade 343, 344 

Mentioned 127,297,345, 

366,  383,  391,  409,  422,-  423,  436,  477,  489.  528,  530, 668,  725,  727,  731-734 
Reports  of. 

Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  schooner.    Loss  of  boat's  crew  from,  November  21, 

1862 : 362 

Mississippi  Sound.    Operations  in 347 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of 356,357,368-371,379,412-414,423 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  from,  January  16, 1863 531 

Jenkins,  Villiam.     Mentioned 557 

Jenkins,  William  H.     Mentioned 507, 508 

Jenks,  John  F.     Mentioned 699, 700 

Jersey  Blue,  Steamer.    Mentioned 429 

Jewell,  Hanrey.     Report  of  court-martial  of  Charles  Hunter. 276, 277 

JicaltipeCr  Mexican  schooner.    Mentioned 265 

Joe  Sara.     See  Water  Witch,  Schooner. 

John  F.  Carr,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 469, 470, 475 

John  Orifflth,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner. 

Mentioned 28,30,478,595,641,734 

Orders  for  movements 421 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 385 

Condition  of. . . . .' 288, 600 

D'Oyley,  N..  appointed  to  command 622 

Mentioned 98. 116. 157, 193,  213. 230, 252.  2.53.  2.59.  296-298.  315.  325, 343, 347- 

349.  357-359.  365,  366.  372.  401,  407.  436.  478.  514.  592.  595.  601,  608,  612, 
613,  630,  635.  641.  707,  719,  721-728,  730,  731.  733,  734.  754,  7.55,  757,  758 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound 247,30.3-305,307,308,  385 

Orders  for  movements 243, 287,  400 

Woodworth.  Solira  E. 

Relieved  of  command  of.  by  Montgomery  Sicard 310 

Restored  to  command 311 

John  TruckB,  Coal  ship.     Mentioned 389, 405, 407, 733 

Johnson, .     Mentioned 697 

Johnson,  Captain.     Mentioned 476,  827, 828 

Johnson,  Amos. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farnigut 656 

Mentioned 152, 161 ,  447.  478,  51 1 ,  ,595, 641 

Reports  of.  * 

Padre  Island.  Tex.    Affair  at.  December  7.  1862 396 

Port  Hud-son.  La.     Passiige  of.  March  14.  1863 692 

Johnson,  Augustus.     Mentioned 557 


Johnson,  B .    (Vrrpopondenr**  with  (lurleii  E.  Jack 

Johnscin,  Benjamin.     Mriilioiit^t] _.  200,  2(W 

Johnson,  J.  C.     Mi'iiticnKMj t 4-14 

Johmion,  James  (.Cook).    MeatloEied 557 

Johnson,  James  (Firenmn).    Mentioned 47 

Johnson,  John  (Miuitcr).      Statement  of  juoulaiKc  rendered  crew  ofacbooner 

Annie  CUpp 2:18,239 

Johnson,  John  (Serpcant ).    Mentioned ,.. '   70 

Johnson,  Peter.     Mptilinnpil.. ,_,_. ^■^2 

Johnson,  Philip  C,  jr. 

Correspfrndpnce  with  11.  II.  Bell ^..^ 6«) 

Mwilioni'd 247, 298,  478.  !n2,  rm,  (122,  (H 1 ,  724. 726, 729, 742,74ti 

RelieVHi  of  ronimund  of  U.  S.  S.  TimnpsMrc  and  npjMiinttHl  to  coininand  t*.  S.  S. 

KHijihiHn 653 

Johnson,  Robert.     Mnitioiinl 558 

Johnson,  Wilham  (C.  S.  AJi    Mentioned 5(iS  riflS,  570, 573 

Johnson,  William  ^C'o:(swiift). .  Menf toned 683 

Johnston,  James  D.     Mvniium-d 628 

Johnston,  Jorteph    E.     ('nm>Ap<>nditm-t>  with  J.  C-  Peoibertoo. 832 

Jones,  PiJot.     MenlJoin-d 166,  426 

Jones,  A.  P.     Mentioned .„.-.-- ...*...       590 

Jones,  Catesby  ap  R. 

Corri^pondenoe  with  Navy  I>f>purlmont,  C  S.. SI'i.'i 

.Mi'iitinn^Hi 4(i(j,834 

Jones,  Ephraim  B.     Mentinni^d 683 

Jonos,  John.     Mentioned 5,26 

Jonea,  O.  G.    Mentioni'd 739,740 

Jones,  Robert  E.      Mi>mioQed , 7SI»,  782 

Jones,  S.  W.     Mentioned 572 

Jonea,  Sidney  C.     Sti'  Sidney  C.  JesM.  U.  S,  mortar  whoontr. 

Jones,  Thomas  (Conl  lieaver) .    MentiooMi ttSft 

Jones,  Thomas  (Ordimiry  senuuin  V     Mentioned 381,382 

Jordan,  Meltiah.     Mcni  Ioiiih) 326. 327, 333»  333.  fflO.  522.  505,  M I 

Jordan,  Thomas.     Mt-iitionwl 47 

Jordan,  William  H.     Mi^ntioned ^-... 683 

Josephine,  Brij;     Capture  of.  July  28,  1862 i— ,i.^^.w 79,94,155 

Josephine,  Sloop.     Mentioned .......i. ........      619 

Josiah  A.  BeU,  V.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  (].  S.  ship  Morning  I^tj^hl  and  itrhuonrr  Velut-Uy,  <ilT  Snhinti  Pjum. 

Tex..  .Iiiniiary  13,  1863 55:j-573,  Kt? 

Mentioned 394 

Joslynn,  Edwin  7.    Mentioned -IfU 

Jouett,  James  E.     Itejxtrt  of  court  or  enquiry,  capture  of  U.  S.  ship  Morniii{( 

Ught 5(53 

Judaon, .     Mentiuned 823 

Judson,  Adoniram  B.     Mentioned 113 

Jtlliana,  Slwp.     Mentioned 630 

Junker,  Wilson  A.     Mi-ntioiiptl 232,572 

Justice,  Charles.     Mentioned 589 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S. 

Mirtinnrd.     101.  IM.  297.  298,  SW,  ao.^  310,  3I5,;«9,  343.  348,371,  379,407,  430,  478, 

.528,  .591 ,  595, 599, 6:».  641,  708, 722-T29, 731, 732, 751. 752, 7M  75fi,  758 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Aio 356 
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Kane,  John.    M«ntioned ^^T^. 67»fl& 

Kfitahdin,  U.  S,  8, 

JohitMm,  P.  ('.,  reliffvfsi  P.  A.  Ron  of  cumiiiKnd .V>3 

Mcntiouc^tl 18,96,101.106,110,115,119,143,147,  159, 

176. 1S8,  I«>.  IW*,  3t  1.  317.  Il.*i,  478,  .•(20.  ra?.  ."SW.  .'if?.  M4.  SM.  579.  .Wa. 
f»i,  5&4,  .'».■.,  fi22,  tW7,  (i;tM,»l41.  7I.V717.  721>,  721.  711,  74;i-74«,  76«>,  7(i3 
OpcrHlioixs  in  MiwtiBsippi  Rircr. 

At  Bnton  Hougp.  U 118, 124, 125, 156,  Iflfi,  244 

At  DoualdsiinvilW  Lo 101, 

192, 215-217. 244, 24fi,  247-3a2,  S13-315. 436, 4^,  .'300 

At  Miiiulw  Boml 4l)R,  437 

At  PtH<iiiciiiiiM«.  La , ,.... — ,^ 4**1-4S8 

At  IM  Church.  L« 244 

EDgagr-meni  at  Onind  r.iilf.  Mias.,  July  22.  1862 _  .V*-S5 

Gfricml 1«7. 21)7. 246. 313  315, 432-4*!.  437 

Rfrrtnnoiswiiicc  Ui  I'ort  llu<lson,  I^„  No^funtwr  to,  1^62 SflO-IWS 

Ord.-n.  for  moviMiients .*....  03.94, 183. 212, .588,060 

Roft.  F,  A..  ordtTcd  to  relieve  G.  H.  Prrble  nrrommnnd 100 

S<>e  aUo  KTJrartfrom  dinty  nf  F.  A.  Rttr,  pp.  770-779. 

Kate  Stamler,  Burk.     Mentioned 211 

Kflte  Waters,  Storcsliip.     MonlioDod . .       7.W 

Knutz,  Albert.     Menlintied 140,707 

Keor,  John.     MKtiCioniMl , -.-.--'-.--„ 443 

Kearsareo,  U.  S.  S. 

^lentirinpfl |tl5 

Ordpfs  for  movemrntfl 171 

Keating,  John.     Mnntioned 083 

Keenan,  Peter.     Mcnliunrd- 558 

Keevin,  Edward.     Mcntinrwd 6S9 

Keith.  K.  D.     Mmiioni-d 22:1.2^2,  .'iO.'i,.')WJ,  .^;i..S72 

KeUer»berg,  JuUus.     Mentioocd 2;t'i,SlI,K».8.-B 

Kelley,  James.     Sili-ntiuiM'd 332 

Kelley,  Robert.     M..nti«.nrd   .  364,  XiT,,  IVu.  732 

Kellogg,  Spencer.     Mentioned ISO 

Kelly,  David,  let.     Menliniu'd tiKi 

Kelly,  John  (.Seamsn).     Mpnlioncd.  ..^ 7U 

Kelly,  John,  2d  (Murine).     Mciillonod ...^ 681 

Kelly,  Robert  L.     Mentiunt-d 683 

Kennebec,  It.  ii.  S. 

Mentione<l -, ; 18,96,200. 

243,297, 298. 302,  .'VM.  .339. 343, 3.Vi.  362, 379. 407.  414,  424.  A7A.  491,  .'i28. 
501.  .59.5,  .■)«W.ti4l,  70K,  71.^717.7^2-7^5,  727-7:«».  7Xi.  7:h.  7.56  7.5S.  TOO 

Ec^agemenl  at  Grand  Oulf.  Miw..  July  22.  1862 S.V85 

Order?  for  movements 158,325 

Kennedy,  Daniel.     Mentioned ....*........... .      SOI 

Kenney ,  Marrill.    rarn>:^pofideiice  wlUi  Cliulee  E.  Jafk 34 

Kenney,  Uichael.     Mentioned .'»57 

Kenail,  E.  F.     Mentioned III.  h:1.444 

Kenaington,  I'.  S.  S. 

Captures  mnde  by l-5i5 

Law,  R.  I,.,  iippotnLed  to  rommaDd 622 

Mentioned 14,  30,  76.  TO,  127,158, 

253, 263, 268. 348, 357, 372, 407. 412. 478, 490. 499, 513.  Ms,  ,W4,  .W,  583, 
5W.  589. 505, 006. 607. 641 ,  706. 712-714, 726,  ?2S.  73-1-736, 738. 741. 750 


t-rt». 

Sensiiig:ton,  V.  6.  S. — ConlinuM. 

O[x'r»lion8  in  vicinity  of  ShImho  I'nss,  Tex 217-236 

Orilor*  for  nmvrmpiitjit 75, 185, 299, 347 

Kent,  William  D.     Mfnliniift] *. 39,10 

Kentucky  Troops.     Mpntiniiprf.     iVonMrnio.) 
Arlillery     niittrry:  CoM>'«,  7S. 
Infiiiitry— Rtuinietits:  3d.  70. 

K«rr,*  Capuin.     Mcntionrd ^193 

Kickline,  Jacob.     Mpiuioncd 361  367.  7J2 

Killpatrick,  R.  J.     Menlinnpd fi27 

Kimball,  James  B.     Mi-nrinncd 490 

Kimberly,  Lewia  A. 

Mciiliorii-d.._ ..,.-...- i i.       671 

Rcfwrl  of  rt't  aptun-  of  Onlviwlon,  TfX.,  liy  Ctinfinleratrs.  .Innimry  1 .  1S63. . . . ,       447 
Kindleber^er,  David.     R>^|>«rt  of  riiHunlliRS  on  V.  S.  I).  MuttougubHn  iit  I'ort 

Hudson,  Lu.  Miirrli  14.  1803 j..^, <WS 

Kineo,  L'.  S.  S. 

Mrntioni-d 96,100.10.5,  105,110,114.116,118,121.124.12.5,127. 

1 43.  147, 1  fifi.  188, 244. 301 .  31 7.  4(JN.  4tt  1 ,  478.  .Ta^,  607, 6-t  1 .  tHJ9, 68tt-tt8S, 
693, 695,  60S.  701,  704.  707, 7«Vt.  711.  717, 7l*J  721.  760,  763-765, 76S-  778 
OpprHiiono  in  MiKRit«8i|»pi  Rtver. 

AtBulon  Rouge,  U 110, 150.154, 159 

At  r)oniildsnnvil|p.  Iji .*^.^..i »47-252,  .^13-315 

At  riiiiiurmine,  La > 484 

'       <U-n«ral.   112,  18»-l*n.313  315 

KiTunnoitHancfl  to  Port  Hudson.  Lit,  November  15. 18ti2 '690-'<ii>ti 

S(v  tk\so  Port  FluJson.  La.    Pauage  of,  Mnrth  H.  t86S. 

Orders  for  moveiiH-nu ttl,  0-1, 183 

Wiirie'rs,  .lohn,  ordcn-d  to  roHoTc  M.  Haxtun  of  commond: iViM 

King,  SrlnKincr      Mrntionpd 731 

King,  E.  L.     Mrntinm-d 267 

King.  E.  T.     Mrntioni'd , 524 

King,  Frederick  T.     Meutionrd 684 

King,  Isaac  M.     Menlion^d 498 

King,  Samuel  P.     MirnlimMMl 442 

King,  Thomas  B.     XltmtiatiMl 161) 

Kirby,  John.     Mrtilioncd 625 

Kirkpatrick,  Mr.     N^ntimtpd.,..". 220,225 

Kittatinny,  I'.  S.  schooner. 

Ciiptvirort  mndf  by 241.388,380,661 

Menl iotifd " - - .  :*(0.  4(M.  47S.  51 3, 

.W7,  5:«,  .'i42,  .56.%  .TfiO-Sftft,  606,  OU,  G36, 63K,  64 1 .  602,  7 1  n,  7.W,  740-743 

Operation*)  in  Miit4(;ordii  Bay,  Tex  .......d.... 341 

Orders  for  xnovemonts 576, 58U 

Kittredge,  John  W. 

CiiptiiTp  of.     See  CorpttM  Chrut'i,  Ter.    Capture  of  Ailing  Voi«n/«r  LieuUnoftt 
Kitlrfd^  and  boat's  crev  near,  Sr-ptetahtr  ti,  IHdS. 

CoTTPSjiondpncp  with  D.  G.  Fnrragiit 170,  208 

Mentioned 201,203-206,219,225,253,300,  40-1, 468. 780, 790 

Reports  of. 

Arthur,  U.  S.  l»rk.    Captures  mode  hy 901 

('nrpii.s  Cbrisli,  Tex.     OiwrHtioiui  in  vicinity  of IBl,  160 

W»ter  Witch.  Schooner.     Capturp  of,  AuffMSt  23,  1862 ,        169 

•  Untdentf  fled. 
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Klappan,  Frederick.     Mcntiuncil 

Kleber,  W-ssd.     Moniioned -107.648 

Knapp,  C.  P.     Srv  C.  P.  Knapp,  BriHsh  nAooner. 

Kuhn,  J.  C.     Sre  J.  C.  Kuhn,  V.  S.  hirk. 

Eutz,  Oeorg«  F.     Rr])ort  of  injtiripfl  KUxtuiiied  hy  V.  S.  S.  Monnnewbelii  nl  Port 

IIu.Km.  U..  Mttrch  U.  1863 

Lnbuan,  .ShMmrr,     M»Tituin«l...,„...^.^.....^.,^..  ...,.,,^.,  ..i.« ISO, 

I«fl.cey.  John.     Menlionod 

JL^ckawiuma,  V.  i>.  »■ 

Mcnliomsl .SSS.  013. 023. 630, 641. 548,850. 657. 

Operations  orr  Mobile,  Ak 649,  (V>t. 

liOdy  Ann,  Schooner.     Mentioned 

Lafayette  (Fort  Heniy),  I'.  S.  rim.     3hicnltonod 

La  Fontaine,  Emile.     Mentioned 

Laird  &  Co.     Mi>titioni>4l 

I^ke  Calcasieu,  La.     KxjMf tition  to.     Rr|i«rt  of  Frrdrrirk  Crocker. 

Lake  Pontchortrain,  La.     OiwrAtionttin. 

Cotumuuiciitionsfrom  D.  G.  Famigut 390,5-10, 

Ordprnand  inatrurtionM,  D.  G.  Fiirrngut .537,543, 

Kcportofd.  Writzr! 

Lalone,  John,     Metilioned 4.'&3, 46t 

LamBon,  Charles  W. 

fonvsponili'nrc  willi  1 1.  H.  Bell 570' 

Mcnl  iouod 478.  S38.  503-695, 641 ,  002,  740.  742, 740 

Rppoii.'f  of. 

D.  Snrgcnt,  VhwcI,     Ciipturo  of.  Mnrrh  12,  IWB 661 

Emniu.  Srhooner.    Ctpture  of.  September  27.  lHfi2 .-      241 

Mntugiirda  Bny.  Tojc.     Opomtious  in  vicinity  of 341 

MntikU  luid  Diana,  Schooneni.     C'^ptiirr>i>r.  Noveinli«r25nnd  2rt.  1862. .  3KH,:t89 

Lancaster,  V  S.  nmi.     MentinttEd 3.38,39,64, 133,747 

Landholtzer,  A.  H.     Mt^iiiioned ,..........-.,.....,.,..,_ 683 

Londis,  Sii'HiMcr,     Mentioned ,.- -       767 

Landry,  J.  AriaUde.     Mrnliminl 142 

Landry,  PhiUippe.     Mi-nttuned .x.^. NI 

Lone,  — ^  — .     Mentioned .../.........^........  .       743 

Lane,  Charles.     Mcnlioned ,.,. .  'WZ 

Lane,  Harriet.     S(«  llarritt  Jjtne,  0. 8. 5. 

Langthome,  Anioa  R.     Mpnlioned 100 

Lordner,  James  L. 

r<irrrH(iuinli'ni'('  with  Navy  DnparLment,  U.  S 30.5 

Mentioned 127, 1R4. 301, 33S,  372,  ;17.1,  ;I7(1 

Koptrt  of  rotirt-mnri Jul  oJChnrlra  Hunter. '/Tti,  277 

Lorguier,  Joseph.     Mentioned 783 

Lasher,  Peter.     Menitoned S 

Latham,  Hilton  S.     Mentioned 572 

Lauber,  Jacob.     Mentioned- . 47 

Laurel  Hill.  IT.  S  .Army  trnnflport.     Mcntton«l 28,30,188.764-766,708,775.841 

Laurel  Hill,  Wlmrf  l»oat     Sinking  of.  August  12. 1802 

Laurent,  M)i.'*ti-r-     Mcntinnc4l 

Lavaca.  Tex- 

Kngiigcmrnt  nt.  (VtotHTSt-November  1.  1802. 
Joint  n*»iilut!itn  of  I  Imnks  of  TeYns  tcgialntanv 
Report  of  GcorgL*  E.  Conkiin 
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fig*. 
lAvaca,  Tex.— Continued. 

OpenitioDS  in  vitinity  of.     Order o(  li.  11.  Boll 661 

PrtH-Umiitiunuf  J.  B.  Magrudor  annmiuring  ritbiingorblcK^kade 54S 

Laverty,  Mastpr.     Mentioned 208 

Luvins,  James.     ('orr(«[Kiiidpnrfl  wiiht^hiirlnt  E.  JHck......... 34 

Lavoisier,  II,  I.  M.  S.     Mmtioned 642 

Law,  Richard  t*. 

Appointed  to  t-ommiuid 

Clifton,  U  S.  S 80 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S 932 

Conrspondpnrc  with  D.  G.  Fnimgut 60B 

Court-miirtiii]  of 463 

Menlioncd 81 ,  206. 254, 256-25S,  3G0. 4tO.  43R-440.  AW,  456-459, 463. 464, 469. 

470,  47S.  4m,  490,  .V».  5.12, 5.W,  595,608, 622, 630, 641, 655, 736. 737, 796 

Rpport  of  njMTHtions  off  KRhinc  Paso,  Tcx.  - . , 394 

Law,  William  F.     McnlinniHl 200 

Lawrence,  Aug-ust.     Troteet^  cub  of  burning  of  steuoer  Blapche,  October  8, 

1862 27B 

Lawrence,  E.    Mentioned ^ 828 

-Lawton,  Etbridge.     MiMitionMl ,<.■.      2M 

Laycock, .     Mpnlion^^d , 708 

Lea,  Albert  M.     Mentioned 475,476 

Lea,  Edward. 

.\[)|K>iniod  to  command  MorUr  Flotilla.  U.  S 470 

Death  of.    See  Oidve»lm\,  Ttx.    Reeaplurt  of,  etc. 

Memion«J 440,443,445,446.448,450,465,476,489 

Leader,  Schooner.     Mentioned. 477 

lie  Barre,  Mr.     Mentioned 160 

Xiecompt,  Schooner.     Mentioned .............^,^.- 800 

Lee.  Charlea  W.     Mentioned •-...-       8M 

Lee,  G.  W.  Custis.     Mentioned , 821 

Lee,  George  I  Fireman) .     Mentioned 47 

Lee,  O.  H.     See  O.  fl  Lee.  U.  S.  mortar  Khooner. 

Lee,  Robert  £.     Mentioned 390,817. S18 

Lee.  Roberto.     Menlioncd 478,506,641 

Lee.  Samuel  Phillips. 

Corre-ipoiKience  wiih  John  R.  Qold8horaiigh.... 501 

Mentioned ; 18,  5R.  309,713, 715 

Ref  ifved  of  rommand  nf  V  S.  S.  Oneidn 70,  K2 

Report  of  pasftaf^  of  hutterics  at  Virksburx.  Mise.,  July  15,  1862 27 

Leech,  WilliBin.     Mentioned 443 

Lemiow,  Louis.     Mentionwi , 426 

LentbaU,  John.     Cnrrpspondenrn  with  D.  (i.  Famgut .  300 

I<eonard,  Cornelius.     Mentioned 444 

Leonard,  John.     Mentioned 74 

Leonard,  Thomae.     Mentioned. 572 

Leopard,  Sifamer.     ^fentioned 86 

Le  Provost,  Peter.     .Mentioned 382,557 

Levy,  Nathan.     Mentioiu'd 86,87 

I#ewis,  Qiiarl*rma»ler.     Mentioned 332. 51B,  £20 

Lewis,  Charles  ( Armorer'!!  mate).     Mentioned 683 

Lewis,  Charles  (Ordinurv  seaman).     Mentioned .„..„.„,.. 00 

Lewis,  Fielding.     Mentioned 332,520 

Levis,  John.     Mentioned 517 

N  w  H— VOL  19- — 59 
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LewiB,  John  L.     (\irr«<|ioiirf(*n(-e  witht'hiirlm  \.  Rowky 7 

Lewis,  B.  O.     Montimit'd. ;..,.<.«,.       4 

I^wiB,  Robert  F.  R. 

(urrrs[>iiiHUni«H*  with 

BeU.H.H Ml 

Fiimigut,D.O UM 

Menlion.«J 296,317,352,-«4,478,483.S05.ft4I.6tt4,  7-12 

Report  of  rcconnoiBniice  to  Port  Hudaon.  Lii.,Novpmbar  IS.  1862 35<t 

Ijewis,  Scot.     MpDlioDod 683 

Itewift  Wbitemon,  V.  S.  Army  triiiwiH>rt. 

Cullisiiunnf.  with  r.  S.  S.  6npid»i,  Aiigiwt7.  l>«i I3N,  139,780 

Mrntionod 1-41,707.719,730 

Liberty,  V«*('I.    Mcnliont^d 246 

Likens,  James  B .     Mentioned .570, 572 

LUy,  British  SrhociKT.     C'apturcor.  AugiutSl.  1882 173. 174. 20S,  2UB 

Lineoln,  Abraham.     Se«  Prrmdeni,  V.  S. 

land,  John  P.     Mcniionpcl 557 

Lifting,  Oeorge  D.     Mpniioiifd H27 

Little,  Joseph-     Menfinnwi 557 

Lockett,  D.  A.     Mpniiimnl i.       572 

London,  England,  U.  S.  Consul  at.     ConvitpoDdf^nri^  with  Statt  Department 

U.  S 418 

Lone  Star,  Srhix)ner.     IJeslnict  ion  uf 238 

Long,  Edward.     Mrnliom'd 70 

Long,  W.  8.     Hr|>art  cF  rec-mpture  of  Cinlvcfiton,  Tex-,  by  ranfrderKlrs.  Januiuy  1, 

1863 450 

Loring,  Frank  W. 

Mi-miuned ttll 

Rrport  of  nprmtions  hi  Atchnfilnya  River,  L*.*. 618 

luring,  William  W.     Mentioned _ 853 

Louisiana.    Te.ttimotij  regarding gathrring  of  crops  in,  by  United  Stales  foroea. .       821 

Louisiana,  C.  S,  S.     Mentioned 22.  121,851 

Louiaiana,  Governor  of.     Mentionod  1 42, 190 

Louisiana,  Oustav.     Mentionod 668 

Louisiana  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederal e.) 

Artillenr— Bati»Hon»:   Ut    [Clineh't).  67.  69.  70;  8lh   {Pinhwy't).  67.  60;  12th  {De 
(fuurnayn).  705.     Baltorics:   Pelirnn  (Fflrw.i'1,  337.  523,  808. 

CaTiUn— Battalions:  9th.* 702, 784;  (CoHi/>aniM).Bred'>w'B,Nm.    Re^ment«:  2d.aZ4. 

infantry— Ri^iueDl^:   4th,  I8K.  180;   18tb,  £G23^  28th.fi7.a9,  70. 

Militiii — Regiment:  ('Hlcasieii,  2:^1. 
Louisiana  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.)     lofsnlry — Reginieuts:  Ist.  485.488. 

Louisville,  I-   S,  S.     Mentioned 0,15,43,40,60 

Lounsberry,  George  H.    Mi-utiuned 5,8,20,21,706 

Lowe,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 712 

Lowiy,  Eeigort  B. 

Correitfxmdence  with 

Bell.  II.  U 513,  590,646 

Ferrsgut.  D.  O.. 18,470 

Morris,  Henry  W |63 

Mentioned 138. 191.241, 24A-2a),  301, 317,  478, 304. 595, 641. 664,  719.735-73© 


*Also  mAoUOMd  u  Paruaui  RKngoa. 
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Pus*. 

Lowry,  Beigart  B.- 

Ur[x>irs  iif. 

DuiuidHmviJlti.  hm.     lc^txg»^n»ni  with  Confoderate  b«tt«ry  near.  October 

4.  1R82 2flD  262 

MianaBippi  Rivtr.    OprmfioiiKin I8S 

Vicksbun;,  MJjB.    Enga^menl  with  C.  S.  ram  Arkaiwu  and  Confedorute 

bnU«riesBt.J<tly  15,  18ti2 22-24 

Lubbock,  Francia  B.     For  corrt-apondeni-c  ace  Texaf,  Ooverrutr  of. 

Lubbock,  Henry  S.     Mnitium-d i&ii.  ■lftH-470, 474,  475, 786, 7W  796. 70S,  832 

Luce,  John.     Mrnliimfd 517 

Lucy  Qwin,  Steamer.     Mentioned S30 

Ludlow,  William  H.     Mfntioncd - - , 818 

Luhmon,  Edward.     Mentioned 689 

Lukens,  Horace.     Ihlentiunnd Wl 

Lundt,  William  O. 

MpntimifHl m,25i 

Report  of  capture  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieafcenant  KitirpdRe  and  boat's  orew, 

near  Corpus  Christi.  Tex  .  .September  H,  ISGU 201 

Lyzich,  Jamea.     .Mciiliunrd 68S 

Lynch,  Thomaa.     Menliontd 67,70 

Lynch,  William.  F. 

('nrr4?<«jMindi'uc«  witli  Iraur  N.  Browo 88-71 

Mentioned 132,137.138,721 

Lynn,  Arthur  T.     See  Galvuton,  Tex.,  BritUh  Conmdsr  Qfieer  ai. 

Lynn,  John  W.     Meotioned 38-40 

Lyona,  Lord.     Mpntinnecl .    273, 4flS.  435.  48f>,  (M6.  M7 

For  correspondence,  see  BritijA  MinisUr  to  the  Vniftd  StalfJi. 

Lyona,  Morris  E.     Mentioned..,...,,-.....,.,..,,......... ......-.,■.*  _  567 

Lyona,  Bichard.     Meniinm-H 678 

Mc Arthur,  Axchy.     Mrniimipd..... ........,, 557 

Macauley, .     HetitionwJ 283, 3M 

Macauley,  John  L.     Mentiinird  2>^  284,286 

UcBlaix,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 628 

McCabe,  Hugh.     Mentioned ., '.. 442 

McCampbeU,  William  E.     Mentioned 780 

McCandleae,  John.     Mf>ntiimf>d ' .... ,. 683 

McCann,  John.     Menlinned ,.-.-, 813,815 

McCarty,  Daniel.     Meutiocied ,. 070 

McCauley,  .     Mentioned .-...- I'M 

McCauley,  Thomaa.     Mi^ntlnned 444 

McCawley,  O.  W.     t\vm'*pondenee  willi  James  L.  Hoole ,      72 

McClellan,  V.  S   .Vmiy  trnnajxH-L     Mentioned 383,722.700 

McClellan,  George  B.     Mentioned 184,  Hi:j,34S,775 

McClelland,  Matthew.     Mi-ntioncd ,... 074 

McClennan,  John.     Mentioned ..i.....^...A. 557 

McCormick,  t'afrtuin.      Mentioned 469,  474 

McCormick,  John.      Mentioned 683 

HcCuUough,  Jobs.     Mentioned 47 

Maccoun,  Bobert  X.     Report  of  cosuHltics  on  U.  S.  S.  Miaaianppi  at  Port  Hud- 

BOD.  La,  Miirch  14,  1863 683 

McDade,  Daniel.     Mentioned 688 

McDermett,  Edward  J.     Mentioned ,„........, , 840 

McDermott,  John  O.     Mentioned 441,443,461 
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XcDermut,  David  A.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 513 

Farragut,  D.  G 162 

Mentioned 406,  434,  504,  564,  556,  580,  595,  603,  641,  645,  664,  736, 737. 740 

Relieved  of  commaDd  of  U.  S.  ship  Preble  and  appranted  to  command  U.  S.  S. 

Cayuga 434, 436 

ICcDonald,  John.     Mentioned 683 

XcDonald,  Usthew.     Mentioned 442 

ICcDonnel,  Xathew.    CorrpHpondence  with  Charles  E.  Jack 34 

ICcDonough,  Frank.     Mentioned .- 498 

Macedonian,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 130 

KcBlroy,  John.     Mentioned 683 

KeOoun,  Patrick.     Mentioned 625 

SCcOrann,  Bdward.     Mentioned 498 

KcOrath,  Fenfleld  J.    Mentioned 79 

McOraih,  James.     Mentioned 684 

KcOreal,  Peter.     Mentioned 446, 736 

KcOuffe,  Mr.    Mentioned 392 

ICadntoBh,  Mr.    Mentioned 738 

XcKay,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 618 

ICcKay,  BoUa.     Mentioned 47 

XcKean,  William  W.     Mentioned 542, 676 

Mackenzie,  Alexander  8.     Mentioned 146 

HcKinstry,  James  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Kindleberger,  David 688 

-    Kutz,  George  F 689 

'       Macamb,  W.  11 680 

Navy  Department.  U.  S 691 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  W 687 

Watters.  John 693 

Mentioned GI3,  (ill,  695,  696,  698 

Report  of  attompted  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  La..  March  11.  1863 686 

McLaflin,  Edward.     Mentioned 331, 332 

McLane,  Cuptain.     Mentioned 672 

UcLiiughlin,  Joseph.     Mentioned 461 

McLaughlin,  Michael.     Mentioned 679 

McLean,  Henry.     Mentioned 201 

McMillan,  James  W. 

Mentioned 187,  188,  1".K),  21.''.,  .329,  775 

Report  of  expedition  to  Dona Idsonvi lie.  La..  September  21-24,  1862 216 

McMillan,  R.  H.       Menti<med 266 

McMillen,  Charles.     ('orrps|M>nden<'fi  with  Charles  K.  Jack 34 

McMullin,  James.     Mentioned 683 

McNeil,  J.  J.     See ./.  J.  McNeil  Schooner. 

McNulty,  John.     Mentioned 557 

Macomb,  Wilham  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  (i.  Farragut 659 

Mentioned 650,  651 ,  660, 686,  746 

Re|x)rl  of  attempted  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  Mnrch  14. 1863 678-680 

McBae,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 626, 720 

McBae,  W.  D.  L.     Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Pass  Manchac.  Lh 92 

McWaters,  James  A.     Mentioned 217,  £24 
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Madden,  ChwleB.     Mentioned 67,69 

Mndigan,  John,  jr. 

A[>|M.iritfd  to  loainiaiid  L*.  S.  S.  Owaaco 022 

Corivsiwndt-nce  with  D.  O.  Farrngut 258, 384, 389. 601 

MrntiomJ aw,  303,383. 409,  478, 5»5.tHX).til3.(i.'W. (MI. 0G4, 725 

Ki'inirl  iif  luovcmenU  of  U.  S.  ^ip  Viucenn** 179 

Maffltt,  John  N. 

Cumsi»mdfiu-4.  wilhS.  W.  AvvreU 810 

Mentioiu-d 230.729.827 

Magee,  James.     S<^  MohiU.  Ah..  Hritith  fontuiar  offitir  at. 

Magnolia,  ('imffKli-ruh'  wliixmiT.     Mi-nliunfd., ,' 95 

Magruder,  George  A.     Meiiiinrwd  _..       467 

Magruder,  John  Bankhead. 

.\clcirv-w  lo  tliu  nniiv  (tf  (anlvt^Um .... .. ._.__, 467 

CorrtsjH»ndem-c  with 

fi.1!,  n.  II 44«,4fi7,*W..'HK  55(>.S3I,832 

t'lwMiig.  K.  H fill 

IWmv.  X.  B „ 8M 

ForshVy.  C.  0 847 

fiulvrston,  Tm.,  cotwniJnr  uffleersBt 817,835 

Hunt4r.*\V.  W 810-812, »5W,  842,815 

Muwjii.O.  M 827 

NiclinlM.  K.  B 829 

Prujiidcnt.  C.  3 470 

Rogcni,  W.  F 817 

Wiilkins.  OsparM „ ^^^...  564-567 

Gi>iii.'ritl  (ird<'n 846 

Joint  resolution  of  (hanks  orTrxo-s  legiilatiire  (o 408 

Mentioni'd ...... 392,  394,  ;t95,  445,  451,  4.t2,  457. 

102.  -Ha,  468-470.  490.  545  548.  568.  570,  573.  581,  593.  003. 606. 063.  735. 
73(i.  739-741.  744.  805.  806.  8t3  816.  821.  829-831,  835.  837-839.  843.  849 

Prix-laoinlionauf,  annoiinring  raising  uf  li|iN;kud(<  of  Tvxiu  porta 46.%  547-549 

R«>p<u't.'*  «f. 

(iiilvpHlon.  Tm.     RM-Aptun^  of,  Jamiary  I.  I8B3 404-466,470 

SttMnf   Pnm.  Tpx.     CiLiitiirc  of  \1.  S.  nliip  Morning  Ijighl  ami  !i(-hiMHU<r 

Veioritr,  off,  January  21.  1863 507 

Hahan,  John.     M.-nliont'd 107,106 

Maine  Troops.     MentiomHt.     lufaniry— Kcpnifntd:  12tli,  196. 
Major  Minter.     Sf  i(hua,  Cunfedttnle  armed  ttrkaanfr 

Malley ,  William.     Mi-nt iomtl £.26 

Mallory,  Nathan  S.     XfentiuuMl .^ -..---*      426 

Mallory ,  Stephen  R.    S.-^  Sniflnry  «f  V«py,  C,  S.:  alio  ffavy  DtparltHenl,  C !i. 

Manasaes,  C.  .S.  mm.     .Mpniionrd 121,717,718- 

Manchac,  Faaa.     S<v  Fass  Aftmchac,  Iji. 

Manchac  Bend,  La.     Krigntp>nii-iit  al.  IJi^milier  13,  1862.     Kt'purl  uf  K.  A.  Kih;.      408. 

4.%,  437 
Manderson,  Andrew.     .See  Andirvp  Mandrraon,  Storrskip. 
Mangham,  Oeorg«.     See  (ttorgt  Mangham,  V.  S.  aehooner. 

Manly,  John  H.     Mentioned ^ .i ^....       473 

Mann,  John.     M<>ntium>d ......^....,.-...^...... .^. .-.«,.   107, 106 

Manning,  Mr.     Mcnlioned..  ............................,...*.»«.■...  718 

Manning,  Thomaa.     Mentioned v.. ...-.  40fi 

Manton,  Benjamin  D.     Mentioni-d 127,295,  478, 505» 641 
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lCaii7,  Edward.     Montiotu'd 

Marabele,  Joseph.     MfiiLiuiwd. 
Xsrchand,  John  B. 
Correapondvni'i'  witli 

HiU-iicoi-k,  R.  B ^>.- „..p &5S 

Mobile,  French  viiw-cnnml  at , 657 

M.iitiuu.d 338,613.641,648 

Mublto,  Ala. 

Bior^udfcif ^ 6&i«98^ 

iJt^lriK-eion  of  bkifkAde  ruDn«r  <»ff., (M9 

Pr^iBfi'd  n-imnul  nf  fitn-i^rx-nt  from . .  .  rt-ifi 

Marchant,  Cornelius  U.     Mi'iitiuiu- J - tl79 

Maria  A.  Wood,  I'.  S.  wliuoiier. 

Ui-«.)f  Imst'scn-w  fnmt.  .November  21.  IH62 302-:«JS,  4:«.  7:JI.7:K2 

Mrinion.-d ITS,  3a5,  :flJ8,  :Ma,  »48, 35S,  47Sl.  .Wi,  .Vtt,  W 1 ,  72tf 

Ur(l«*rH  fur  iiiovtfUK''ritB 177 

ICarion,  ['-  S.  ship.     MrDtiom-d IAS 

Marr,  Francis.     MfiitioiuHl ii.ii.i._.i.iiiii^ii.i ,i.i - .       680 

Mors,  Robert  W.     M.ritiotM-d , , 332.519,520 

l£ar«h,  Otis  M.     M.-nii(Wi.-d -565, 5i».  572, 804 

Marshflil,  A.  W.     Mfutioned A58 

MarahaU,  J.  A.     Mriitionftd 444 

MorshftU,  JohnH.     Mentioned 3tW 

Uartin,  George  WiUiam.     Mi-ntKincd 199 

Martin>  James  (Ciiptnin,  0.  S.  A  ).     Mi>otlnnt-d 471 

Martin,  James  (Third  miu«u-r.  U.  S.  N.).     Mentiuoed 38,39,41 

Martin,  Michael.     Mfiitiomd i &,2t,706 

Martin,  Thomas.     Metitinnril t 4fil 

Martin,  W.  W.     Mcnlioncd     fi72 

Martin,  William.     Memioiii'd 444 

Martinez,  Bernard.     Mr-ntJoned 67,70 

Mary  A.  Boardman,  I).  S.  Army  transport.    Mrationcd. . .  437, 440, 449, 491),  455.  460 

Mary  Ann,  ("unfi'di-rnlf  <u-bount>r.     DeBtmrtion  of _ 227 

Musou,  Charles  M. 

t'oiTf-<|j*iiidi'iic«'  wilh 

B.I.,  llutiiilton  l'.„ 205 

Dt'lmiy.  Xftvier  B.* 2.'W 

llumer.W.W 788 

Mentioiud 477.7H,7S6 

Kc|M>rt  uf  o|icmtii>a!«  off  Oulveaton.  Tex . , .  ..,..,- S27 

Mason,  James.     ^li>iitiom-d 557 

Muson,  James  M. 

t'orrcspoiidvuii.'  wiib  Ustudb,  Cubs.  C  S.  ngpol  «i ^ 2TS 

Minlioised 419 

Mason.  John.     Mentioned- 420 

Massachusetts  Troops.     Mcntioord. 

Arlillory,  llglit  — Bwtteriwt;  2<i  (.Vim*).  28,712.  7(i2,  7(i7.  tlth  (  A>we(/-).;tJ.;i5. 
CnvBlry-B^ilUili.m:  2d.  (.'oui|jauy  B  [  HrriiM') .  4.12,  4;«,  4H4.  4«fl.  4H7.  4SS, 
Infantry— Rcgirm-nta:  20tli.  190.  70S,  30th.  749;  42d.  447.  4.'M.  455.  457-463, 
4B«,  54«,  .549, 55«.  5U0. 730, 741,814, 815.831, 832. 

Kaasendorff,  Mr.    Meiilioiird f«i6.flS7 

BUtagorda  (AUc»),  Steompr.     Mentioned JOS.mi 
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Matagorda  Bay,  Texaa. 

(;a(iiure  at  IxkiI's  i  pl-w  from  U.  S.  schoonrr  Henry  Janes  in,  November  20. 1802. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  acboouer  Uenry  Janes .- 361 

RejKirt*!  at 

Dehniy.  X.  B :ifil 

F'enmngioii.  L.  W -       SiO 

Oiterutions  io  vieiuity  of. 

CoinniunicalitMi  from  II.  B.  ('[rvoland ..... 794 

Ortl.TH  ami  iMslrm-tioiw.  H.  H.  Bi'll 676,  AKi.  061 

U<»port  of  C.  \V.  litiniwin ...,.,p 341 

See  rIjw  Ptum  CamUo.  Teics. 
Katamoroe,  Mexico.     ()|K-niiioii9  of  blockade  ninnora  at.     Soe  Rio  Grande, 

TiJii'*  ami  MrsUo.     Affairi  in  innniltf  of. 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  Cnnnular  Officer  at. 

Corrpspoudeute  wiiii  11.  Kreiu:b 2flS-29fi 

Menlioned 127,  ISO.  IW,  2y|,  2tt3,  348 

Mathews,  Alphoiuo.     Mentioned A57 

Matliews,  Andrew.     Mi'nliotMKl *...„^._... -.; 683 

Mathews,  R.  B.     MfiUi.Mii'.l 7J 

Mathewson,  Arthur.     Uofiorl  of  4-a.iuMltic»  on  V.  S.  S.  Winoiin,  ^ngu|{eiiit-ot«  willi 

('.  S.  riiiu  .VrkiinMH  and  liiilteries  nt  VickHhurg.  Mm.,  July  15, 18(12.  25, 20 

Mathiat,  James  H.     .Mentioned 5 

Matil4ft,  SlimimT.    Ciiptiiie  uf,  .Nnviinlier  2.5,  I.Sfi2 ..„ 300.388.389 

Matthew  Vaasar,  I'.  S.  mortur  M-hooner.     Menlioued , 99,  100,  )13 

Maury,  Dabney  H.     Memioned :«>7,3(iH 

Hay, .     Mentioned SXi 

Mayer  (or  Meyer),  Charles.     Mcntiunud 487 

Mayo,  WiUiam  K.     MeiiUonwJ .....|............ 641 

Maya,  Heuben  E-     Menlioned 673 

Medlatn,  Qeorge.     Mfnliutii-d 43 

Meffert,  Jamea.     M^-niiotied 47 

Meiga,  Montgomery  C.     Mentioned 40(J 

MAangon,  £lvi.     Repurt  of,  rf^urding  burnii^  of  Dona Ubonvi lie,  La 142 

M^an^on,  J.  B.     M«ntion«1 824 

Memminger,  Charlea  Q.     See  Trea»uFtf  Dfjiarlmtnt,  C.  S. 

Meiunoniuin  Saiiford,  l'.  S.  iratiHjMiit.     (iminuling  of,  onCary-ifort  Riwf,  Dereni- 

ber  10.  IJSii2 401,417,420 

Mercedita,  V.  S.  S      Meiiiioned «H.G05,ti.5I 

Meredith,  SuUivfLn  A.     M.-mimwil 3l>7.:i(J8 

Merriiuack.*<\  S.  S.     M.nliom-d 12I.:)7I,7I8 

Metz,  William.     M*-iuii>ii4vl 444 

Meyer  (or  Mayer),  Charlea.     Mentioned 487 

Miami,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 88.96,99.  lOU,  14«,  167, 167, 7aH,;M 

MownieiilH  of - IS5 

Ordfi-s  for  oiovenieiitA 1 ,. SI 

Midnight,  U.S.  bark.    Condition  of 106 

Miles,  William  R.     Veniioni-d ^ 706 

MlUord,  John  T.     .Meiitioni-d 30,40 

Miller,  ^.     Mentioned ,       183 

Miller,  Frederick  C.     Mentioned 31 

MiUer,  John  P.     Mentioned , SSe^MB 
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Idler,  W.  C.     Report  of  operations  in  Mississippi  River 840 

HiUett,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 566, 572 

MillB,  Albert  N.     Mentioned 841 

Uilne,  Alexander,  Sir.    Circular  instructions  of,  reganling  shipmeDt  of  treasure 

from  Mobile,  Ala.,  in  H.  B.  M.  S.  Veeuviua 616 

MimiEen,  Samuel.     Mentioned 132, 720 

Hilton,  Christopher.     Mentioned 679 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned SOI 

Mississippi,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 22,121,665,851 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 767 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of.     See  Port  Hudson,  La.   Passage  of,  March  14,  186S. 

Mentioned 11, 19, 97, 

1 10, 147, 154, 159, 186, 328, 394, 477, 481 ,  577, 595, 620, 640, 644, 666, 667, 
669, 679-686,  688, 692-705,  708,  709, 71 1, 713, 717-719, 760, 766-770, 772 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

At  Baton  Rouge,  La 641 

General 187 

Orders  for  movements 578, 615 

Mississippi,  Qovemor  of.    Correspondence  with  President,  C.  S 74 

Mississippi  River. 
Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.P 650 

Butler,  B.  F 108, 148, 149, 186, 192 

Farragut,  D.  G 148,149,206,306,409,584,500,651 

Fulton,  C.C 167 

Halleck,  H.  W 637, 651 

Morris,  H.  W 197 

Pemberton,  J.  C 848 

Porter,  W.  D 106, 186 

Hoe,  F.  A 176 

Thompson,  Frank  Andrew 175 

Extrnrt  from  New  York  Journal  of  Con.nune 5S2 

Orders  und  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  11 389,421,422 

KiirrHgiit,  D.  G 93, 94. 101, 109, 139, 

1 40, 212, 240,  393,  395,  411,  421 ,  423,  489,  526,  542,  578, 606,  665,  058, 659 

Halleck,  H.  W 340 

Morris.  H.  W 183,212 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 81,245,645 

Pemberton,  J.  C 833 

Reports  of 

•  Alden,  James 432,  574 

BankH.  N .  H 4 17, 578 

Bell.  H.  II 423 

Caldwell.  C  11 .  B 299 

Farragut.  D.  G 96-98.  146, 157, 165,  318,  346,  551,  577,  507,  644, 654 

Gardner.  Frank 847, 848 

Huggin3,C 579 

Lowry,  R.  B 18S 

Miller,  W.C 840 

Pemberton.  J.  C 852,853 
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IffiBslsuppi  Rivflr— ContinuMl. 
(I)}«>niti4(ns  in. 
R«>p4>rU  of 

Port*r.W.  D 345 

I'rebic,  Clporge  H S3 

Kaiwom,  Ui-orge  M 189,313 

Roe.  F.  A- 191, 192, 207, 244-246,  432^.-M,*3(l,  437, 500 

Rowley.  C.X 779 

Ruggl»8,  DanieL 78S 

Smith.  Mi'tunctoD 187 

Tliumiwjii.  VI.  .led 780 

SinldngorHt^uuivrL^wis  WbiUman,  in  cDtUaion  withU.  S.  S.Onrtdn 138, 139 

See  aiao  Abtlnictit  ii/ UnjH,  diarif*.  vtc.,  \ip.  70^-779;  Arkanaas.  C.  S.  ntm; 
Baton  Rougt,  La.;  Bayuu  Sam,  La.;  DoiKiidtontfUU,  Im.;  Gather- 
ing of  crop*  in  Loumana  hy  V .  S.  forces,  pp.  821-824;  ilrand  ihitf, 
Mitu.;  Maaehae  Bend;  Satrhrs.  Uita.;  Ptaquemim,  Ijt.;  Port  Hud- 
Hon,  La.;  VickBlnin/.iiiM. 

Sicknesa  uii  rmw-ls  sDrvitig  in.     Ki>pot1  of  D.  0.  Famgut 8(^96 

MiiwiHirippi  Sound.     OfNTalionit  in. 

Ciiniiiiuiiir'  itiiiiis  fr  1.111.  D.  O.  Fariii^t 147,385 

Ordrrs  uiid  instruct ioiu. 

B.-1I.  H.H 29A.  aOfl.  315,  :M9.  3»4.  400,  401 

Fttrrft^ui.  I),  tl   ..  243  247. 2fi2, 2fi3, 303, 305, 30S,  3Jfi.  (KB.  «3.5 

Ji'nkinn.  Thuinlon  A r!57-3fi9 

Koportd  of 

Bt'U.H.H .• 207,304,311 

Fftrragul.  D. Q ^ 307 

jDiikiii.H.Th«niUui  A - 347 

Stf  iiLw  MoifUe,  Ala.;  Fa»ca^ouIa,  Mia.;  Ship  iMland,  Misi. 
Missouri  Troops.     Nf t-nt lotuH)  (('onfi'tli'mtr).     Infantry — Rc^giineiit:  6th,  09,70. 
MitcheU,  Archibald  N.    M«nli«ii«l .     fiHU,  635,  G36,  7^,  733,  736,  739-741,  743,  744,  746 

Mitchell,  JohuK.     iU-ntiuuod ,i„„--«.,-.i-..  369,732 

Mitus,  Gftorge  F.    M^ntioDed ii-..„„ 557 

Mobile,  C.  S.  S.    ilftnliom«d..  , 140,721 

Mobile,  Ala. 
RIihrkHdc  <jf. 

irVkn)n)iiiiioalittu.i  from 

FarrUKut.D  G.. 635 

Uiuhtock,  K.B .....-,. MS 

Lin*  nf  vr.«.l» 343,!52« 

(Jrdfm  and  iiwtmrtioiiM. 

Itoll.  >I,  H..  287, 295, 296.306,312,  315, 317, 325, 340, 348,349. 371, 3«1, 400 

Kiirragiit,  i).  O lOO, 

103,  158, 178, 300, 306^  3QB.  XS&.  3H3, 410^  422, 430, 5H.  527, 600, 612, 613 

Hitcbwck.R.B '. 167,629,658 

Ji.iikin«,  TlMiintmi  A 343, 344, 347, 357-;«9. 430 

Nttvy  llt'piiMiin-iit.  V.  S „,.---.^,- 82 

Rcport.t  of 

Alden,  Janwfl _ 300 

Bell.  II  H 2»7,304,,311,.T«»,407 

FaiT«eut,D.a 489,491 

Krnukliii.  S.  R , .|I2 

llitohiwk.  K.  B ..^. ........  102-105, 435. 491, 502.  .Wl.  592, 599 

Jenkina,  Thornton  A 357, 3tt8-:i7l.  379, 412-114, 423 
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Mobile,  Ala. — Continued.  Page. 

Blockade  of.  « 

Reports  of 

MarchaDd,J.  B 649,654,658 

Thornton,  James  S 171, 195 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  705-779;  Oommumcation,  tinier ftag  of 
truce,  with  Confederate  vessd  off,  Januarys,  1863,  pp.  491, 492. 

Captures  made  off 356, 496 

Cotrespondence  regarding  removal  of  foreigners  from 629, 

GaO,  642-644, 652-654, 656, 657 
Defense  of. 

Communications  from  governor  of  Alabama 826,  827 

Memoranda  of  R.  B.  Hitclicock 626-633 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Cooper,  S 792 

Pemberton,  J.  C 791 

President,  C.  S 827 

Reports  of 

Forney,  John  H  *TO1 

Hitchcock,  R.  B 102, 104 

Tattnall,  J.  R.  F 791 

Statementof  J.  W.Porter 198-200 

Eflcape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  from,  January  16, 1863. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Forragut 582 

OrderofD.G.Farragut  for  court  of  enquiry 536 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  0 '. 528,535 

Hitchcock,  R.  B 529-531 

Statements  of 

Franklin.  S.  R 529 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 531 

Escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into,  September  4, 1862. 

Communications  from  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  Cuba 386 

Orderof  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding 236 

Proposed  operations  against. 
Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G 313 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 185 

Order  of  H.  W.  Halleck 340 

Reiwrts  of  D.  G.  Farragut 146, 165,  242,  .'«2,  312,  346.  384 

Shipment  of  treasure  from,  by  H.  B.  M.  S.  Vesuvius. 

Circular  of  Alex.  Milne 616 

Communications  from 

British  minister  to  the  United  States 646 

Mobile,  Ala.,  acting  British  consul  at 807 

State  Department,  U.S 046,647 

Walsh,  Charies 806,  807 

Uobile,  Ala.,  Britiah  Consular  Officer  at. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Walsh _ 806,  807 

Mentioned 491,  492, 610, 646, 647 

Mobile,  French  Vice-Consular  Officer  at. 
Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G 643 

Hitchcock.  R.  B 643, 657 
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Mobile,  French  Vioe-ConBulaj  Officer  at — CoatinuMl.  Pifo.  ' 

Currvtipundencc  with 

Mnrchund.  J.  D ,.. 057 

Nfw  OrkMinti,  Fntacli  ruiunil  at ft5:^ 

Mt'iirionod 127,  629.  OaO,tM2, 847. 653,686 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  (or  otovetncots 298 

Moise,  T.  8. 

CurrmpontlKOL-e  with  Xuvfur  B.  Debnijr , 361 

MHiitiuiiw! , 283,284 

Molliuan,  Thomas.     Mentiuned....  w  ,-. 306 

Monon,  Patrick.     MoutioDed „.„,,,.„ 568 

Honongahela,  I'.  S.  S. 

Mfnti<MH'<l r>36.  fii:i.  023.  M 1 ,  6^14.  rtofi,  066, 

(569, 680,  B81,  OM,  U86-«ao,  6«2-«»{,  701,  7U:i,  7W.  7)J9,  71 1 ,  7(l«-770,  SXJ 

Opi'ratiuiis  in  MiwuHMi^ipi  Kiver.     See  Pori  Hvii<nn,  La.    Paxtage  of,  March  ti. 
mti-i. 

Propottt.-d  <-haD^  ID  anuament  of „t,.„».. ..■«...». 043 

Monroe.  WiUia  F.     IVathof 441,443-^.5,003,7-14 

Montague,  Eli.     Mnntium-d 335.524 

Montague,  Jolin.     Mi-iii  ionwl _ .  _ 47 

Monte  Chriato,  SIumhiit.     Dratniction of.  July  10.  I8B2 ;i<J2 

Montgomery,  V.  S.  3. 

l-apturiHiimdpby. 321-323,359,360 

(')iajwanddt<Ntnh>r.iri[iorHU^nii>r  Ktnnclu>.  Ortob«r8,  1862 267-286 

Mpntii>m-d IfiH,  3(J1. 304, 30f»,  317. 343, 345, 368- 

370,  390,  407,  410,  412-114,  489,  490,  KG,  5W,  725.  72S,  729,  7:11,  75S,  750 

Opi'rAtlonHolTHioOraiidr.TexatjiuidMfxioo - 75 

OniiTs  tor  movcmfnl;^ . 108,23^.300 

Montgomery,  Pilol.     Mi-iitiorn-d i .._i . .  132 

Montgomery,  William.     Mi'i)tion>ed . 42 

Montier,  Robert  L.     (.'orrc?*i^>oiMlf nt-i-  with  ClisriM  K.  Jack 34 

Moore,  Benjamin  Q.    Memiaupd 74 

Moore,  James.     Mentioned - 683 

Moore,  John.     Mrntiuiivd ...........^ ..........^.. 42 

Moore,  John  White. 

Mentioned 672 

R(<|Mirt  of  injuries  fcii)«tnined  liy  U.  S.  S.  Hichinand  nt  Port  liudwHi,  ilnrrh  It, 

l«»;j 07:1 

Moore,  Thomas  Longworth.     Ueationed ti27 

Moore,  Thomas  O.     Scr  hmiitlatui.  Governor  of. 

Moran,  William.     Meniioiu-d 426 

Morflt,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 133 

Morgan,  r.  S,  S.     M^-nHomHl..   103,200,306,  3(M,  40O, 

401 .  423.  491 ,  492.  titX).  001 ,  627. 628. 632. 633.  718. 722,  723.  Tin,  729, 733 

Morgan,  Cosma.     Mentioned 246 

Morgan,  Fort.     Sum'  Fori  Murgon,  Ala. 

Morning  Light,  River  stwimer      Mfntit.ned      112,  IS«.  485,487,7l7.7a6 

Morning  Ijght,  !_'.  S.  ship. 

Cnplurf  of.     See  Snbine  Faun.  Tex.     Capture  of  V .  S.  »ftip  Morning  Light  and 
mhuoner  Velocity  ojf,  January  H,  l8*iS. 

Dfstrurtton  ut  sail  works  and  en^igoment  ai  Cedar  Litki;  Tex.,  Novenilwr  27 

Hnd2H,  IS(V2 380-383 

Mentioned  ..  229.  438, 444,  478. 5(M,  539.  553-658.  .WO.  562-564, 566, 568, 569. 571. 572. 
'  583.  58-1.  589-592.  5(M.  S9B,  608,620. 7.1'i,  739-742, 744.  753, 834, 837.  S30 

Ordew  fur  uu>\erauat.a 538 
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Morrill,  Frank.     MentioDed 461 

Morris,  Henzy  W. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Lower  Mississippi '..      055 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 176 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B 183 

Cox,  Joseph  B 690 

Dewey,  Geoi^ 690 

Farragut,  D.  G 75,126,166,206,212,240,243,396,606 

Green,  John 690 

Hibbert,  Stephen  D 690 

Lowry,  Reigart  B 183, 188 

Preble,  George  H 183 

Ransom,  George  M 154, 183, 249 

Roe,  David  A 690 

Roe,  Francis  A 153, 156, 191, 192, 197, 207, 212, 500 

Rutherford,  William  H 690 

Smith,  Melancton 187 

Starrett,  Adrian  C 690 

General  ordera 183 

Mentioned 77, 78, 101, 126, 140, 155, 157, 165, 171, 190, 210, 

216,248,251,308,390,477,527,535,505,605,608,641,652,664,727,760,773 

Report  of  restoration  of  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun  to  Navy 170 

Morris,  Jam^.     Mentioned 39, 40 

Morris,  Daniel.     Mentioned 461 

Morrison,  John.     Mentioned 557 

Morse,  Isaac  E.     Mentioned 823 

Mortar  Flotilla,  U.  8. 

Condition  of 98, 1 13 

Distribution  of  vessels  of 183 

GunlKtat-s  serving  with,  a  part  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 157, 170 

Lea,  Edwiird,  appointed  to  command  division 479 

List  of  officers  of  first  division,  and  anivul  at  Hampton  Roads 99, 100 

Mosely,  Charles.     Mentioned 557 

Moses,  J.  Calhoun.     Mentioned 840 

MoBB,  Alfred  Y.     Mentioned 734 

Mote,  Henry.     Mentioned 782 

Mott,  Robert.     Mentioned 283, 284 

Mouton,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  K.  W.  Fuller 336 

Mentioned :i28,  337,  393,  525 

Mulford,  James  H.     Testimony  of,  regarding  guthering  of  crops  in  Ixiuisinna  by 

llnit4*d  States  forces 821 

MuUany,  J.  R.  Madison. 

Correspondence  with  II.  11.  Bell 662 

Mentioned 664 

Mullin,  Anthony  T.  E.     Mentioned      441, 443, 453 

Mullin,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 676 

Mumford,  Frank.     See  Frank  Mumford,  StMiuer. 

Mumford,  William  B.     Mentioned 817, 818 

Munroe,  William  H.     Corresjjondence  with  Charles  K.  Jack 34 

Munson,  Frank.     Mentioned 444 
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Hurison,  J.  B.      MnntioneH , 

MurphBy,  Peter  U.  Mj^ntinnrd. . 
Murphy,  Daniel  8.  Mpniioned... 
Murphy,  Patrick.     Mcnt  ionM 


•  •....       3M 

....  fi27.72» 

-178, 505,  Ml 

685 


Murphj,  William  J.     Mentioned -142 

Murray,  Kdwiwd.     MontinnMl 42 

Murray,  Pranciii.     Mi-ntionrd fi67 

Murray,  J.  G.  D.     Mpnlioiiod 566,572 

Murton,  Stephen.     McntinnBd 69 

Muaic,  f.  S.  pmUmt.     Mentioned 51,83.97,101,107.  111,116,120.121.140.721 

Mustang,  SI(k»[>.     MrntJonrd 3U1 

My6r,  Albert  J.     <'nrn'»{X)iidpiicr  with  William  W.  Kowley 699 

Myers,  A.  L.     Mi-ntiiinod 627 

Myers,  Franklin.     Mi>tiii<inrd * 089 

N.  Berry,  IVrigantinp.     Mentioned 285 

Kaniope,  Steamer.    Cflptun?  of ,.,,.„ 303,394 

Nantucket,  U  S.  S.     Mentioned 128 

Naasau,  TiigUml.     Mrntiunrd 509,6-19.766 

Natchez,  Wfmrf  Iwrnl.     Mi-ntionod - 144,  IfiO 

Natchez.  Miss-     Oiwmiionji  nt.     Ki-jwrt  of  W.  D.  Porter 181 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Miivor  of.     Mentioned.. _ 83 

Navy  Department^  O.  S. 
r«rrpfip«>ndrnre  »-ith 

Avcrt-tt.  S.  W ;. 708 

Bamcy.  J.  N  835,838,842,^7,849 

Brown,  Isaw  N ...., 64 

Bulloch,  .Iftmwi  D 851 

Hunter,  W.  W 466,788,801,824,837 

tInnpK.  Cntcsliy  apR 835 

Prwtidfnt.C.S. ...^ ,..», 827,833 

War  Dejmrttuent,  a  8 788 

Report  of  operations  of  C.  3-  rnin  Arkanwui  at  Vtrktibui:^,  Miss.,  July  15,  and  ber 

defltniction,  August  6. 1862 67 

Navy  Department,  tJ.  S. 

Charges  preftrrvd  by.  kgainsl  Charles  Iluatcr.  cafle  of  (he  burainff  of  steaiDer 

Blanche 275 

Corresjiondenro  with 

Aldcn,  Jnmes . 671,672,677,678 

AllU.  E. !! * „„ - 441 

Bunks.  .N.  P ^ 420 

Bell.  H.  H ^., ^.,^., 508,605 

Budd.  Williiim ^-. 184 

CftWwcll.t'.H.  B , * * 280 

Cftvendy.  Edward. -.......-. ...... ^t^t-.^^.w 401 

Crocker.  Kredi-nVk , - , 155,283 

Dftvis,  Cborles  H ..^ 6, 7, 36, 48,  M,  59,  63 

Dc  Camp.  John 112 

D'Oyley,  N ., 173,176,209,211 

Emmonn,  (JeorRe  F 70,  94 

Fairfax,  Donald  McN 128,129 
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KarrrtRut,  D.G....  -1,5.  10.  20,  3(i.  «2.  79-81,  0<l  OR.  105,  110.  115.  120,  133.141. 
141.  Hfi.  iriS  157.  Uil.  IM.  liiT..  lliS.  17(1.  I7.H.  1H3.  Ifti.  205.  211 ,  224.  230, 
231.  23fi.  2:i7.  242,  245.  2.53,  26H,  271 .  272.  2X!).  291.  2itK.  .WC.  3(B.  307.  3W, 
311.  312.  3IS,  319.  .-Ql.  324.  34fi,  349.  3.W.  363.  ^vi.  379,  ^'M,  3i«.  4(13.  413. 
431,  434,  4.35,  437,  440,  444,  446,  452,  453.  477,  481,  489,  492.  493,  4W.  49S, 
.■sue.  515.  528,  5:i5.  541.  M2.  517.  Ml  A'iS.  575,  577.  582.  5S6.  5W.  596.  507, 
t«)5,  ti07.  6(18.  612,  61S.  U22.  623,  634,  635,  642,  644.  645.  6&«.  665,  t$U5,  <»fi 

FrBiu'b,  JfiimnL. SUO 

Fren«Tb.  Henry S3B 

OoliWwrougb,  .luhn  R.. 010 

Hnxtiin,  Milton , '^0,324 

Hitobiock.  R.  B 104,497,502,630 

Jtck.  Charles  E 32 

KitimiKi.  .Will  W IBl,  160.  ItW 

LuiiiBon.  ChnrlcsW ._ ,.  241.  G61 

Lurdrkcr,  Jntnes  U SOS 

MrKiiisljy,  J.  P ^ ^..,       601 

Morris,  Henry  W _ ,..w„^,« 170 

Nnvy  yard.  PMiHU*ola,  (^ommftndftnt  of , 4!^ 

PBrniti.  KG 429 

pRrdlptnn,  (leur^  H 272 

Pickpriiig.  Cliftriw  W 171 

Pom-r.  David  D ■. 85,86.88-90.93,115 

PorUT,  Williflm  D 00,117.122.181.214.246 

Prvritijw.  (inorgi*  A 82 

Ri-rwh»w,  Willium  B. 2B-32.  48,  98 

Smith.  WbIwd , 99.113 

Shcrfy.J.  W , , 568 

Smith,  M , 680-682. 684,  flSfi 

SUI«  Departmwit.  U.  S 267,273,274.402,418,480,646,647 

Taylor,  W.  R 154 

Thompson.  ■In.s<>pb............. ..,..,- .......a.............  -       504 

Townseod.  Robert , «„..-.-. ■ .,-.,.        185 

Wnlker,  Charles  H 360 

Wiilkcr.  Williiiiu  M 350 

WarDepartnienl.U.  S 96,438 

Wtthin^tou,  Sumncf. 210 

Gnnf-nil  tinier 463 

Navy  T&rd,  Pensacola,  FIa. 

.\ffniri  lit.     Rpporl  nf  c-umniniidiint 193,  49S 

Inspeetioii  of.     Report  of  D.  G.  Kmrragut ■, 163, 154 

M(«siin«  for  proiectloo.    CommuaicRlions  from 

F«rr«gut,  D.G 586,000 

C\»umsndant 000 

Navy  Tard.  Penaacola,  Fla.,  Gommanftuit  of.    Correspondeooe  with 

F»m«ut.  DO 536,589.009 

Jenkins,  T.  A. ODO 

Neely,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 676 

Neill,  John.     Meutioned 308 

Neill,  Peter.     Mvntmm>d -, ^  ....       089 

NeilBon,  William.    Meoliooed. - 517,690 
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Nelson,  Stephen.     ( 'orr^^i^ponflf nif  v,  tlh  rhitrli>i4  K.  Jnrk 34 

Nelson,  William  lOnlinarv  »'«intiii).     Mi'iitiuoed .       683 

Noleon,  WUliam  (Seiimnn).     MrnMonrd - -. A, 21 

Neptune,  C  S  S. 

MpTilionwl 448.  4*>i,1tW.  471.  ■I?2,47<.  475.814 

Siokine  oF.     Sec  Gaive»Uin,  Toe.    Reeafture  cf,  fry  Con/ederair  fortes.  January  1, 

Neutrality,  Spaiiiah.     See  Biancht,  Briiith  Mtamtr.     Burning  of,  in  harbor  of 
Marianao.  Cuha.  Oft^tr  S.  ISGS. 

New  Brunswick,  l'.  S.  .\rmy  inms[>ort.     Mi-ntiotiMl 76l,7tt3, 7B5-767 

Newcomb,  Thaddeus  H.     Mi-ntimieii 461 

Newell,  Henry.     Mmtionpd .....;.,-- 557 

New  Ironaides,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned IK4 

New  London,  Li.  S.  S. 

B^niilMwdment  ol  Galveston,  Tex.,  Jutiuury  10,  IHW .'i(M,  .t05 

Moiilioiied »2.  Il>5, 172, 1S6,  :»y,  47K.  41»a-105,  aW.  61 1 ,  i>4». 

S54"5fl6. 563. 570.  S80. 581 .  KM.  505. 637.  (KW.  M 1 ,  0*M.  73ft-738. 740, 745 
Operations, 

Inl^ke  PonUhnrlrom IBG-197 

Off  Siibinc  rnss.  Tex.     Spi-  ^afrinf  Paja,  Ttjt.    Cafturt  vfU.  S.  Mp  .Uom- 
injf  Li^fU  and  aehoonrr  Vdocity  off,  January  gj,  19SS. 

Ordera  for  moveini^nts _ 588 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Briiiah  Consular  Officers  ai.     Mmlioned 246, 656, 807 

New  Orleans,  French  Consular  Officers  at. 
CWrespondenro  with 

Fnrragut.  D.  G .• STSi 

Mtrfulo,  Fronch  vu«-coiuuliit..... ....t, ...       653 

Mentioned ..      ..    eflO, 6S7, 773, 774 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Spanish  Gonaular  Officer  at.     Mentioned 38fi 

New  Orleans,  La. 

C()rre3|Kiiulence  regarding  Mtnbliahmeul  of  prize  court  at 349,512,608 

['ropowd  udviince  upon.     Report  of  Daniel  Rugglee 787 

Newton,  Heiuy.     Mentioned 440,  443 

New  York  Troops.     Mentioned.     InfAniry— Regimcnia:  Sth  (WiUon*  Zauavta). 
2a6;  75tb.  521.  5££,  HUt.  425.  427.  428.  723;  104th.  624;  llOUi. 
«23;  114th.  tJ25;  141st.  764;  156th.    !01:   IG2d,  4KI.  488. 
NichoU,  E.  B. 

( 'orrfi^txmdenre  »-ilh  X.  B.  Deliav 833 

Re[>ori  «if  *iffent»e  uf  QAlrealoQ,  Tex 829 

Nichols,  Edward  T. 
Cc>rres(|)ondcnce  vrith 

Farragut,  D.G , 174,2116 

Mathewson.  Arthur 25,2fi 

Purd.T,  John 26 

Mentioned.  - 39.  146.293 

Rojiort  i)f  piissagp  of  batteries  ai  Vic-kaburp,  Miw.,  July  IS,  1862 24 

Nicholson,  Henry  H.     Meniioaed 461 

Nicholson,  William.     MeDtioued 307 

Nickle,  John  C.     Mmt  ioned 441, 443, 444 

Nighting'ale,  r.  S.  store-ship.     Mentioned .  406-407,478,596,641 

Nile,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 616 

Nims,  Ormand  J.    Mentioned, 28,712,762,767 
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NUon,  John  W.     Meniioncd 7W,  814-^16 

Nixon,  William  H.     Mentioned 47 

Noble,  Edward.     Mentioned....... —..-.,— ^. „*»--... 567 

Nolan,  Matt.     Mrntumod £66,566,570,671 

Nolan,  Thomaa.     MentiooRd 676,677 

NorfoUE  Packet,  L'.  S.  tnortur  arbooner.    M«ntioMd 90.  11 3 

North  Star,  U.  S.  Army  transpiirl.     Mnntionwl 4.'iG,  "07,761 

Northern  Li^t,  U.  S.  Army  Lniui}K>rt.     Mentioned 761 

Norton,  Patrick.    MeDlionpd 70 

Nugent,  T.  H.     Mcniionfd .-.-. 6S3 

O.  H.  Lee,  I'.  S.  mortar  Bcbuoner. 

Nfpnlionrd 2&,  30,  aM,32.\3X.  SOU.  641,  724.  T2.\  734 

Ordrrs  for  movrjnonta , 305,  421 

Obenton,  Moaen.     Mpntinnpd 08} 

Oberly,  Aaron  S.     R<-port  of  cnsuftlties  on  U.  S.  S.  Kioeo,  cogHgrmmt  near  Don> 

ald-wnvilk.  U.  Otobcf  4.  1862 2.W 

O'Brien,  Edward.     Mmlionisd 4-I4 

O'Brien,  W.  T.     Mmlkmcd : 558 

O'Bryan,  George  W.     Mrnlion«l r-..., ,...,......*.  2S2, 5B5,  566,  573 

O'Connell,  Patrick.     Mcntionrd...*...is..i.. i. 345 

O'Connor,  Timothy  W.     M<>ntiofied ;..„-....>.. 228 

Octorara,  I).  S.  S. 

Cnplurm  tnadr  by 8S-S7 

Mentioned 632 

Movements  of. ...,,,■.. b. *Xi 

Quiilitirsof W*  'JO 

Odium,  PrederlckH.     Mfuttoned ;:«5, Sflfi. 5BK, 572 

O'Hare,  John.     Mfniionrd   t....  251 

O'Kane,  James.     Mrnlion^d ... *..... 723 

Oliver,  John  D.     Mt-ntioDcd 457 

Oltmanns,  J.  O.     Koport  of  sinking  of  U.  S.  8.  Colonel  Kinanan,  February  33, 

1863 «2fi 

Oneida,  IT.  S  S. 

I.AW,  R.  L..  ttp|>oint<'d  lo  i*nnimnnd  83 

Lee,  S.  v.,  relieved  of  t-omnuuid _  _ .  .    .         _  7U,  82 

Mentioned 107.110,121.146.297,310,311.345, 

34fi.  362.  3B6. 368-371,  4n6, 407.  412.  430.  iX%  477,  502.  506,  .'i07.  526-530, 
5SZ-5»i,  544,  rj77,  5S2,  5S4,  KM).  StU.  5IM.  aO,\  .W?,  5«»S,  tUVi,  fiOK,  l«IS.  623, 
O.'W.  636. 041.  649. 658.  714-717, 71^725. 727. 738, 731. 734, 748.  755- T.W 
Openlioos  in  ,MiiatAsip})i  Rivrr. 

AgAin.si  \Vk5btirp.  Mis«>.,  and  C.  S.  nun  ArkaoMii 27.36 

At  Bulon  Rougp.  L» 144 

Colluitun  with  stimmrr  Lpwif  Whiteinaii.  Atigiut  7.  lHn2 13S.  13^,  7n0 

OperatiooB  off  MobUe,  Ala 343, 344,  ;M7.  350-398, 370. 379,  413.  414 

Ordm  for  moveinenU... , 143,206 

Preble,  G.  H..  App(»nted  lo  cmnniaiui .       100 

O'Neil,  Michael.     Mentioned 6715 

O'NeU,  Patrick.     Mentioned „,,.....  «« 

O'NeU,  WilHam.     Mentioned , 498 

Oney,  Jamei.     Mentioned ........,..,..,,,,,. 444 

O'Reiley,  William.     Mentioned * ^ 443 

Onto.     See  Fiorida.  C.  S.  S 

Orion,  Schooner.     Mentioaed .,,,. 303 
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Orwttai  U.  S.  mortv  fwbooner. 

Mcnlinnrd 28,30,478,505,641 

Onirrs  fur  niuvt'iiiFDts 421 

O'Shau^hnesay,  James.     Mentioned 4S1 

Osprey,  Strmin'i,     Dt^tni'-tiuii  »>f. ,...,.. •.••,.••.•., 32IJ 

Otienhapp,  Henry.     Mcntionrd ,  813 

Ottld,  Robert. 

C'-orrespondpnoe  with  SuUivmi  A.  Meredith 367 

Mi'iitJorH-d 367,3B8.SfiO,.Vi2,  HIS 

Owasco,  V.  S.  S. 

Mentioned ,,».... 157,254,255.340.404,431,438,439 

442, 446-MO.  456-458, 4<MV4KK406. 469, 472.  474, 47.S.  478,  4H9.  4fl(K  4W, 
511, 526, 538, 562, 563, 583;  AS,  088,  ra.%  em,  605, 606, 615,  CAti,  (>37  6.1!), 
641, 630. 650. 65S,  060, 662, 664, 735. 738,  742, 743, 747, 752. 754. 799.  815 

Openitionn  Agnltvit  <iHlvr.';ton,  Tux 345 

See  iUbo  Gairr-aian,    Trx.     Oprraiians  o^iwit,  Oiicher  &-it,  lttf!$:  OalvMlon, 
Tex.    Hetnptvre  of.  hy  Confederate  forea,  Jatutary  t,  IStiH. 

Uodigan,  J..  appolnU<d  to  cnmrnend 622 

Owen,  Oeorye.     MentiiuMtl 557 

Padre  Island,  Tex.     AfTnir  bI,  DMrember  7.  1862.     Reports  of 

JohiLoon,  AmcM -.-.-.....,....«.- 396 

Willke,  H ^..^---,^ M7 

Paff,  Mr     Mentioned 723 

Page,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 851 

Pace,  William  M.      Mentioned 844 

Paine,  Halbert  E, 

Correepondencf  with  G«K»ig(^  II.  Pwble ,       145 

Mtntionpd 153.106.187,772 

R<*port  of  uperatiofu  In  vicinily  of  (Jroese  T9t«,  La 621 

PaJmer,  Albion  P.     Mmii^miMl 31».4i) 

Palmer,  Edward  A.     Mfntlt>ned - , -       068 

Palmer,  James  8. 

.MontioDcd 18, 19,58,  I4tt,  IBS,  305,  477,  562,  505, 641,660, fifiS,  71)5,  708,  713 

Ko[K>rLs  of. 

Galr^vton,  Tex.     Kemptun^  of,  bj  Confedemtm,  January  1, 1863 447 

Port  IIudMon,  U.     Pmwngf  t>f.  Mnrrh  14.  1863 671 

Vicksljtire,  Mijw.     Pbww|^  of  bntteriee  at,  Jul^r  15,  1862 - 28 

Pamele,  OiptAin.     .Mentioned , 566 

Pampero,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 210,  211, 22H,  478,  480,677  579,5115,600.641,735 

WUain.  H.,  njipointcd  l<i  coinmitnil , .,,,^..,.,.. ,--- --.  -  - .       622 

Para^  U.  S-  mortar  M-huoner.     Mi'ntionod ....«^....  90, 100, 113 

Parker,  Pilot.     Mentioned .,_.        183 

Parker,  Tliird  ninst^r.     Mentioned 183 

Parker,  Joseph  W.  D.     Mentioned 461 

Parker,  William.     Mfnliom*d , 625 

Parmele,  Theodore  W.     Meniimied 698 

Parrie,  .     Mentioned 447 

Parrottf  Enoch  Q.     Re|)ort  of  convoy  of  the  Binks  expedition 429 

Parsons,  Daniel.     Mentioned 377 

Partridge,  Leander  H. 

Mentioned 506-51U,  562.  .Jta.fltil,  737.  740 

StaU'ntent  of  nnking  of  U.  S.  S.  Hatt«r>is  byC.  5.  S-  Alatwma,  Jsnimrr  1 1 ,  1863.       510 

N  W  R— VOL  19 60 
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Fascagoula,  SCias.     Loss  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  (tcbooner  Maria  A.  Wood  near, 
November  21,  1862. 
Ck>mmunicatiotis  from 

Maury,  Dabney  H 367, 368 

Meredith,  S.  A 367..  368 

Odd,  Robert 367 

Descriptive  list  of  crew 364 

Order  of  Thornton  A.  Jenkins 362 

Reports  of 

Adams,  H.  A. ,  jr 366 

Bell,  H.  H 363,366 

Blake,  H.C 365 

Dennis,  J.  C 367 

Farragut,  D.  G.. 363, 364 

Hitchcock,  R.B 436 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 352 

Spinter,  R 308 

Way,  Francis  C 364 

Fau  Cavallo,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off.    Report  of  C.  W.  Lamaon 388, 389 

Blockade  of.    See  Matagorda  Bay,  Trxas. 
Faaa  SCanchac,  La.     Joint  expedition  in  vicinity  of,  July  25-28, 1862.    Reports  of 

DeBaun,  J 92 

McRae,  W.  D.  L 92 

Peck,  Frank  H 90 

Ruggles,  Daniel 92 

Paaa  Manchac  and  Fonch.atoula,  La.    Cooperative  expedition  to,  September 
13-15,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  tJ.  S.  S.  New  London 195 

Reports  of 

Ruggles,  Daniel 197 

Strong,  George  C 106 

Patterson,  John.     Mentioned 498 

Patterson,  William.     Menlioncd 444 

Pattison,  George  G.     Correspondence  wilh  chairman  of  Naval  Committ^-c  of  C. 

S.  SenHlc 786 

Paul,  Charles  D.     Mentioned 70 

Paul,  H.  T.     Mentioned 444 

Paulding,  Hiram.     Mentioned 236 

Payne,  T.  W.     Mentioned 477, 827, 828 

Peabody,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 498,499,608 

Pearee,  Master.    Mentioned 208 

Pearce,  W.     Mentioned 361 

Pearl,  St^'iimer.     Mentioned 503 

Peck,  Frank  H.     Report  of  joint  expedition  m  vicinity  of  Pass  Manrhnc,  La., 

July  2.V28.  1862 ." 90 

Fcdeiclauz,  Emeat.     Reiwrt  of,  regarding  burning  of  Donaldson ville,  I^ 142 

Femberton,  John  C. 
Correspondence  wilh 

Beall.  William  N.  R 416 

Cooper,  Samuel 792 

Forney,  John  H 791 

Gardner,  F 701-703. 833, 846-848 
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Page. 
Pemb«rton,  John  C— r4iTiUnued. 

CorrpupoTidcru"^  with 

PrwiiitRnt.  V.  3 703,  SM 

Witt.  Allen  R 800 

Rc|KHl-'i  of 

Missiwiippi  RiviT.     0|)pnit)nnfl  in 8>'S2,  fk'iS 

Tort  Htubtfin,  lia.     RiifiuKpniPnt  with  FMitrol  vcswlx  Rt.  March  14, 1803. .       7()3 
Pembina,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 372, .170,  4(15,  107. 478. 52^.  529, 533,  534, 582, 595,  500,  A4I.  7S»,  7flO 

Vnung,  Jonalhftii.  ftppi>int«l  l«  commmnd 387 

Pendleton,  Ephraini  B.     Mentioned , 241 

Pendleton,  George  H. 

Conrspondpnte  with  Xnvy  OepHrtnipnt,  V.S 272 

Mi-nlioned 275 

Penn,  Theodore.     Mcnlioned 401 

Penney,  James.     Mcniiunod 442 

Penniogion,  Lewis  W. 

Mentioned 30,218,228,235,253,254,342.361.478,505,641 

Ri'piirt.i  of. 

ifpnry  .Iftm-s.  V.  S.  schooner.     C&pture  of  bout's  cr»w  from,  November  20, 

1862 360 

Sibine  pMB,  Tex.     Neva)  npvrationH  in  vicinity  nf.  Sf  })(«mlM^r  21  (o  Octo- 
ber 12,  1882 221 

Pennaylvftnia,  U.  S.  rowivirg  ship.     Mentioned 676 

Penrose,  Thomas  N. 

.Vfrndonfd 441,  .546,  547 

Heport  of  ciumalties  on  V.  8.  S.  ]]a^ri<^t  Lnne.  January  1,  1863 443,453 

Pensooola,  V.  S.  S.     Mmtiom-d 11, 

It),  ve7,  inn,  Il(».  147.  154,  170.  183.  197.  249.  250.  328,  393,  477,  5(X>, 
5:15.  nas,  607,  636.  641 ,  682, 6«).  70S,  713, 717, 719, 760, 706.  770.  776, 853 
Penaacola,  Fla. 
AfTHirH  lit. 

Com  mil  meat  Ion  Iri'in  H.  B.  Ultchcock 434 

Orders  (if  D.  G.  KurmRiit 411 

Report  ofR.  B.  llitchiwk , 40B 

MovrmnntJ^  of  vphhpI<i  (if  Mtihilf^  hliirkiidi'  tn  and  fjiim .....4. .->.>.....«.  .        £88 

Pensacola.  and  St.  Andrews'  Bay,  Fla.     IV^tlnirtion  of  mit  worltR  betwwui, 
NuvcidUt  2^  lu  [)p.)'jiiIkt  IS,  1862. 

Abstract  log  of  U.S.  S.  A I  bat  roes 710,711 

Report*  of 

Browns,  George  W *--*** .177,  .^78, 410 

Hurt.  .Iiihn  K 373,378,379 

Penaaoola  Navy  Tard.     See  .Vat*y  yard,  Penaarola. 

Perkins,  Qeorge.     Mentioned 517,520 

Perkins,  Solon  A.     Mriitioned 432,433,484,485,487,488 

Perry,  William.     Mentioned „ ., ... ,...         69 

Peters,  Herman.     Mi>nti(>n<K) ,■  — -, 38,40 

Peterson,  James.     Mentioned ......,..,,.,.., 567 

Peterson,  Thomas  L,     Men  t  ioned 641 

Petite  Anse  Island,  La.     AfTnirat.     Report  of  T,  A.  Furies 806 

Petrel,  Waistbont.     Monlionc-d 757 

PettUB,  John  J.     See  itim«»ippi,  Oovernor  <^. 
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Ttge. 
Phelps,  S.  Z«edyard. 

CorrespoDdeoce  with  Andrew  H.  Foote 55 

Mentioned 6,7,41 

Ftaifer,  Joseph.    Mentioned 104 

FlidlipSr  I*wi8.     Mentioned 683 

Phillips,  John  L.     Mentioned 132 

Fbiimejf  Alvin.    Mentioned 100 

Pickering,  Charles  W.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 171 

Pickering,  John.    Mentioned \ 196 

Pickering,  Thomas.    Mentioned 730 

Pickett,  John  T.    Correspondence  with 

Helm,  Benjamin  H 72. 

Preston,  Wiliiam 73 

Stathwn,  Winfield  S 72 

Pike,  Master.     Mentioned 265 

Pike,  E.  B.     Mentioned 16 

Pike,  Elias.     See  Eliag  PUk,  Coal  bark. 

Pike,  William  S.    Mentioned 783 

Pinckney,  Harriet.     See  Harriit  Pindcney,  British  Reamer. 

Pinkney,  WilUam  E.     Mentioned 67,69 

Pinola,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 96, 200, 288, 296, 297, 343, 348, 407, 436, 478, 491, 498,  528, 

532,  533,  595,  599, 641, 658, 706, 707, 713, 714,  716, 717, 720, 755, 756,  768 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 357 

Orders  for  movements 295 

Finot,  Charles.     Mentioned 174 

Pinto,  Rosina.     See  Rosina  Pinto,  Sloop. 

Plaquemine,  La. 

Joint  o|>emtions  near,  January  3  and  4,  1863.     Reports  of 

Alden,  James 481-484 

B(^art,  James  H 487 

Holrom b,  R.  K 488 

Ransom,  Geot^e  M 484 

Roe,  F.  A 482-486 

Operations  at. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Albatross 588 

C-ommuniration  from  U.  G.  Farrngut 587 

Report  of  John  C.  Watson 617 

Pledge,  John.     Mentioned 70 

Plumber,  Joseph.     Mentioned - 558 

Plummer,  G.  W.     Mentioned 576 

Plunkett,  George.     Mentioned 20 

Plunkett,  M.  H.     Mentioned 441,  453,  461 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 496-499 

Mentioned 309,  311,  313,  343,  348.  405,  406,  408,  414,  430, 

435.  436.  478.  491 ,  502,  506,  51 1 ,  528,  595,  599,  627, 64 1 ,  726-728,  731,  759 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 649,654 

Orders  for  movements 238,312 

Pollock,  Joseph.     Mentioned 440,  443 

Fonchatoula,  La.     See  Pom  Manchac  and  Fonchatoula,  La. 

Fontchartrain,  Lake.     Sec  IjjJce  Ponfchartrain,  La. 

Pontit,  Horace.     Mentioned 498 

Pope,  John.     Report  of  court-martial  of  Charles  Hmiler 276,277 
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Fort«r,  Master.    Mentioned ^ 

Porter,  David  D. 

r-orr(-'S[x>iitli'in-i:  willi 

Navy  IJt<]mrtiii4>iil,  U.  S 90 

Riley.  Robert  K 129 

MiiiHioned 30,3l,90,»5-99,  101,102,113,138,  149,167, 

170. 2i.\  4m.  4 17. 585.  590.  GOii.  613,  ttl6. 545. 651.  ttSZ,  712, 730.  748, 749 
Repurts  uf . 

(bltoii.     l^ptMiLioii  of  nuMwy  rvcfivcul  for. Llfi 

Octomru,  V.  S.  S. 

Arriviil  of.  at  HauptoQ  Runds,  Va 83 

IVrforniiuu'e  of .-.....-         88 

Tutial  C'liiii,  Bnli»li  Mtriioipr.    Captureuf.  July  24.  18I!I2 8&-II7 

Porter,  J.  W.     Siuti^uifiii  of,  r»^ri1iiigCoiirt^riiL«>iiereii«(Mi IflS 

Porter,  John  A.     Mentioned -  .  .         2118 

Porter,  William  D. 

Charges  prt-fcrred  againM.  by  C.  LI.  Do  vis 50 

Corr(>}ipoDcIenri<  with 

Butler.  Bt'niaminF ....» 106,121,186 

Oaviti.  Cliarlea  H 53,54 

Ellct,  Alfred  W 45 

Fairfax,  D.  MclN 128 

Farmgut.D.Q...... ^ 54,94,101,111.118 

Riley,  R.K .'. 182 

Critidam  of.  by  D.G.  Farrogut 83 

Letter  ol  ceMure  from  Secretary  of  Niry  to 122 

Mentioned 7. 8, 14. 15, 17-19,  48,  49,  52,  53,  59, 62, 63. 93, 96, 97, 100. 106, 107, 

110, 116,  lis,  123-129, 140, 167, 183, 190, 206, 306, 313, 318, 319, 321, 771 
Reports  of. 

ADglo-AmericaD,  Steemer.    Seizure  of 345 

ArkanBOB,  C.  S.  ram.     EDgageaunt  with,  July  22, 1862 50,60 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Engagement  at,  August  5.  and  dMLructlon  of  C.  S,  ram  ArkaoiiaH, 

Auguit  6.1862 114,117,128 

Operations  at 105 

Oeoeral  Sumter,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of  signal  book  of,  by  Confederatea 214 

Mitaissippi  River.    Operatiocw  ia 181, 182 

Port  HudaoQ,  La. 

Kngugcnii'titH  nejkr.  Det-cmlier  1-1, 1862.     See  Projtl  IiHand,  Mismiaippi  Rntr. 
KiigngciuciLt  with  iMtteiiexut.     U^ptirbtof 

rcrtpr,  W.  D 181.182 

Riley.  R.K.... 182 

Operations  nt.     Reports  of 

Alden,  James 430,514 

Ruggloa.  Daniel ., '...,.       785 

Passage  of,  March  II.  186,1. 

AddiTici  iif  i)Anir.>i  Aldi'H  to  olGrers  nnd  rrew  of  V.  S.  S.  Richmond 677 

Ca.*iaUi..>i 070,676,682-684,(488,689 

Comniuniruiions  from 

Banks,  X.P 701 

Navy  Dcpartmeni,  U.  S «sr.,  (IWi.  091 ,  (i95, 696 

TVjith  of  A.  n.Cummingfl (i77 

,Diagntu 669 
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Fort  Hudson,  La. — Continued. 
Passage  of,  March  14,  1863. 

Loss  of  tbe  U.  S.  S.  MiaaiasipiM 680-686 

Orders  and  instructions,  D.  G.  Farra^t 668-670, 696 

Reports  of 

Abbott,  Charles  H 697 

Alden,  James 671-673,677,678 

Banks,  N.P 697 

Bulkley ,  Charles  S 665 

CaJdweU.C.H.B 694 

Chickering,  T.  E 6S4 

Choate,  Isaac  T 675 

Cope,  William 684 

Dewey,  George,  et  al 690 

Dixon,  H.L 674 

Dodge,  G.M 685 

Farragut,  D.  G 665-668 

Foltz,  J.  M 670 

Gardner,  Frank 701-704 

Hallett,  J.  L 701 

Henderson,  A.  A '  676 

Hurlbut,  S.A 685 

Johnson,  AmoB 692 

Kuti,  George  F 689 

Maccoun,  Robert  T 683 

McKinstry,  J.  P 686 

Macomb,  W.H 678-680 

Moore,  John  W 673 

Palmer,  James  S 67X 

Pemberton,  J.C 703 

Rowley,  W.W 699 

Smith,  M 680-682,684 

Thayer,  James 675 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  W 687 

Wallacb.C.P 683 

Wattere,  John 693 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  705-779. 
Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut 409 

Orders  and  instructions,  D.  G.  Farragut 652, 655, 656, 658,  G59 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G 384 

Banks,  N.P 417 

ReconDoLssance  to. 

November  15,  1862. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut 356 

Reports  of 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 354 

Ransom,  George  M 350 

Rodgers.  Frederick 353 

Roe,  FA 352 

January  18.  1863.     Report  of  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell 543 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned. . .   19, 97,  HO,  147, 264, 477, 495,  595, 607, 641, 717 
Porta.    See  Mobile,  Ata.,  French  comular  q^eer  at. 


Post,  Mr.    Mentioned . 
Potomac,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned tOl,  102, 106,  111.  151, 17»,  186, 2SU,  302.  3U6.  338, 406.  411,  422, 424. 

425,  427. 477, 502, 527,  574.  555.  5«0. 595. 609, 64 1 ,  642. 734.  7.'i2,  753. 758 

Orders  for  movcme-nlH 177 

Potom»ka,  l".  S.  S.    Orders  fw  mov«inHrnt« 174,  IM 

Poalaon,  H.  C.     Menti«n4>4l , -.-r-v ^^ 

Powell,  Edward.     Meuttuned ,, M& 

Powell,  William  JL. 

M*-iitium'd , * 109,020 

.Si^DiiUt  for  runuiii^  Uliwkade .,-,-..,.,, .^.^iT,, .,,.  -  't23.  72fl 

Powhatan,  U,  S,  S.     Mentinned 3«7 

Preble,  U.S.  ship. 

MrDrrniut,  D.  A.,  relieved  of  command UH,  430 

Mentioned 102. 104, 161. 478, 505,  li4I,  7UM,  75« 

Order»  tor  movemeDte 162 

Preble,  George  H. 

C\>iTe^pondenf«  with 

Bell.  H  II 208 

Edmondswn,  A.  H 130 

Farragut.  D.  G 1-.-- 93,143 

Ureeo,  Nathaniel ^.....^p...« 85 

Uftdigan,  John 179 

Morm,  Henry  W 183 

Paine,  Halbert  E 14S 

KuMOtn,  Oeor^  M 109 

Mentioned 107,178^230,387,207,316,386,403.6^9,724,727,770 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  BCaUbdia  uid  appointed  to  comnuLod  U.  S.  S. 

Oneida 100 

Report!  of. 

Oraod  Qulf .  I^Um.    EagagemeDt  with  batteries  at,  July  22. 1S62 83, 84 

htvnt  Whiteman,  Steftmer.    Sinking  of,  in  collision  with  U.  S.  S.  Oneida. . .      138 

Fredmore,  Zacliary.     Mentioned 223,361 

Prentlaa,  George  A.     Cormpondenre  with  Xavy  Depnrtment,  tT,  3, fQ 

President,  O.  S. 

Correspondrnre  with 

Mflgrudt-r.  .?,  Bunkbead 470 

MiNsiiisipiii,  Oavrnior  of ., 74 

Nov V  Ui-iMrlnuot.  C.  S 827, 833 

Peiii'lR-rlorj.  J.  r 703,  S53 

Van  Dom,  Earl 65,75 

Mentioned 284,285,45.3.492,744.818,852 

Proclamations 

DenoutiriDg  B.  F.  BuIIlt  na  a  felon 817 

Deognuting  Friduy,  ^lufch  27,  1863,  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and 

pruyor 844 

Svi^pending  writ  of  luitieos  i-orpiM 821 

President,  T7.  S. 

Correspondencp  with 

Bonka.  N.  P 417 

Farragut,  D.  G 342 

Mrntioned.    .   47,76, 136.231,277, 2S2,2R3, 340, 341, 418,  464,576,647,661,  (00,836 
Preston,  W.     Report  of  detail  of  artillerist^)  for  C.  S.  ram  Arkansas 73 


934 


INDEX. 


Price,  General.     Sec  Oeruriil  Prict,  Sttamer.  Pac*^ 

Price,  Sterling.     MoDtioiu'd 04,2SIS  j 

PriBonere  of  War.     Kxr]mriBt"  of 3CS I 

Prize  Court.     KmUMUIuiii-iiI  of,  Ht  New  Orleans 349.512,008 

Prizes. 

DispotiiUoD  of » 512,513,406 

GsMpe  of  crews  of -.,.., *.., 178 

Sw  nlno  Wrut  (iutf  Hhek-n^ivg  Sqaadmn.    Capturts  mrndt  6y. 

Proctor,  Alfred  N.     Mf iitium-d 461 

Profit  Island,  MiBsuMippi  Stiver.     ICngagementa  at,  Decvniber  1-1.  IS62.    Report 

uf  A    W.  WMivpr 4U6 

PrometheuB,  Stennier.     MeutiouiKl i      429 

Purdy,  Joirn.     Ucport  uf  duiuugc  BUiitiiined  hy  IT.  3.  8.  Wlnoiui,  p^Mtfo  of  Vteki- 

biirg  Imtlerira.  July  \h.  IH62 2S 

Purrington,  J.  A.     MmtJoiipd 4-13 

Putnam,  W.  O.     Meiitioned 270 

Pyron,  Charles  L.     Mpntioni^ 473, 505.  .')*17.  ftTO.  57 1 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned IHM,IK15 

Queen.  Eastern.     .Si^  t'anirrn  Qwtn,  V.  S.  Army  tmnK/wn. 

Queen  of  the  Bay,  Vi-jwi-I.     Mrntiotird .TO?,  398 

Queen  of  the  Went,  IT.  S.  nim. 

FjigagenifiiU  with  V.  S.  nun  Arkansas 3, 

6, 18, 39-41, 43, 44. 46.  47. 49. 56-5S,  74. 96, 97. 132.  J34 

Mentiorwd 463»640. 644,646.661. 6ffi,  609. 768 

Quinu,  William.     Munlioned 420 

Quinnebaug,  U.  S.  Array  tranaport  8te«m«r.     MeotiotM>d 420 

Quint«rro,  J.  A.     MfQlioiied 809 

Quitman,  Oeneral.     See  General  Quitman,  Steamer. 
B.  E.  Ouyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command 306 

Mentioned 309,343-346.348.369,371,405,407,413,414,477, 

489, 491, 497, 496, 506.  3M-S29,  532-534, 544,  577, 582,  590,  591,  594. 595. 
5Q7,  596, 603. 604, 606, 008, 623. 630, 641, 649, 658, 728, 729,  731, 733, 760 

Opemtions  off  Mobile.  Ala 502 

f>d«rH  for  movementa 317.340,391 

Racer,  U.  S.  mori^r  schooner.     Mentioned 99,100.  U3 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Ciiplure*  made  by 263 

Mentioned IS5.  214.253.364. 

266, 394,  395,  478, 504.  .')38, 555. 550. 550,  SM,  5H8, 595, 64 1, 662. 604. 735 

Opvnitiuna  in  vicioity  of  Saljinu  Paas.  Texas 217-236.390 

Ordcra  for  movemenis 106.539.501 

Raick,  Charles.     Mi<rilianed t\70,7ll 

Rains,  George  W.     \<«umes  command  of  Selmn  Foundry  Works 8il 

Rombler,  Conffdi-rate  s«'hooner,     Mentioned 266 

Ramsay,  Alan.     MmtiorM-'d.- , 073 

Randall.  £lisha  A.     Mentioned 39. 40 

Randolph,  Albert.     M<<iitiom>d HS3 

Randolph,  Victor  M.     Meutiunod -    -       718 

Rankin,  B.     Monlinned 70 

Ranehon,  Joseph.    Mentioned 6 
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CorrespoDdence  with 

Fftimgui,  D.  G .., 139 

Lewis,  Robert  F.  R 354 

Mnrm,  Hipnry  VV , ..-..»..*. ....i..  ..^ .       183 

OIJoHy,  Aaroii  S 2BD 

Pn-lili",  fiwirp.  H 144,150 

Rodgere,  Frederick 353 

Roe,  F.  A 352 

Mentioned W,  116, 

11»,  120, 124, 125, 143. 1/B,  188,254, 306. 317,  3fl3, 47ft.  4f«.  FWi.  773, 778 
Kc]x)rlH  of. 

Bttl-fji)  Ruugc.  L». 

Rngtigement  ut.  August  5,  and  destruction  of  C.  S.  run  AritnoMS. 

August  ti.  1862 119 

Opemtioift  at 112,151 

rX>ria](b«invil)f,  I^. 

Kiigu|{«>iu»utHiM>ar,  (>tohi>r20iLnd2l,  \m2 313 

Seizure  of  rattle  near,  October  1,  and  engagement  with  Confederate 

iMilterieR.  Ortober  4,  1862 2-17-250 

Laurel  Hill.  Wharf  boat.     Sinking  of 150 

MiflBUaippi  Riv^r.     Ojifnitionft  in 189 

Plaquomiite,  La.     Op<'ratioiu)  nrur,  Janmuj  3  and  4,  1863 484 

Po^rt  Hudson,  La.     Reconnoidsanre  to,  November  15,  1862 3S0 

Bay,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 441^443 

Rea,  B.  F.     Mentioned j 47 

R«ad,  Mr.    Montioned 207 

B«ad,  Ataner. 

Correipoad«no«  with 

BeU,  H.  H fiB8 

Farragut,  D.  0 556 

Mentioned  ....' IM,  19$.  S»,  478. 536, 

553, 554,  580, 594, 695, 603,614, 637. 638, 641, 650, 664, 720,  736-742, 745 
Report  of  capture  of  V.  S.  ship  Morning  Light  and  schooner  Velocityi  off  Stbioe 

PftM,  Tex,  January  21,  1863 605 

&«ad,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned 132,135,136 

Stiiiement  of  the  deatmction  of  the  C.  S.  ram  .Mcansaa 131 

Bead,  John  B.     rurTe(tpondf»M.'e  with  governor  of  Alabuna 827 

Bead,  William  W.     Mentioned 6^ 

Beck,  Itichael.     Mentioned , 4<I2 

Bod  Biver,  LouiBiana.     Blockade  of.    Order  of  D.  O.  Farragut 101,  111 

Bed  Bover,  V.  S.  S.     Mmiium-d 43 

Bedan,  Jaiuea.     Muutioned .,. 557 

Bedding,  John.     Meniioiu'd 683 

Bedgate,  Mr.     Menliont^d 419 

Beed,  Fred.     Mentioned 683 

Beed,  John  H.     Mentioned 20 

Beeves,  William  F.     Mi-ntionud ....,..-.....,,..„..-,..,.- 4ti 

Bold,  John  F.     Mfdtiuned ...„.——-.  —  .-...,....       301 

Beid,  WilUam.     MeiititJUHd 442 

Beid,  WilUam  I.     Mentioned ". 352.353 

Beil,  Pat .     M«nt ioned 397 

B«ily,  Jamva.     Mentioned 473 
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Reindeer,*  Srhrtomr.    Capture  of,  .Tutv  9.  1862 901 

Reindeer,  I'.  S.  scbooruT.    OpiTfitioru  at  Corpus  Christi.  Tex ....   IS2,  IflO,  302.  780-783 

Reindeer  (Jeff  Davis),  Schooner.    CapCurD  of,  September  17,  1802 2lKt-'JU 

Reliance,!  V.  S.  S.     Mi-ulitmid (i52,«5-(,6tJC  71>9,  7«i7 

Relief,  r.  S.  6(orf«liip.     Maiilkined -178,595,630,041,648 

Renahaw,  WiUiam  B. 
CortTtipondeticf  with 

Berkemeier.  J 310,311 

Breeae,  K .  Randolph 27 

Fnn»|fiil,  D.d 140, 179,2l3,2a0,319,ai4,  404,  409 

H(Mi|>pr,  (Jiiiiiry  A 392 

Jack,  ('ImrlcM  K 33 

UnLson.  (luiriwi  W 341 ,  UW* 

Uw.  R.  L 304 

pBiinit^Utn,  Lftvia  W , 221,360 

Doath  of.     Sew  Oalt'eston,  Ter.     Reraphm  of,  etc. 

Meiilioik'd 3, 32  35,  157.  I8:i,  2;»,  299, 300, 312. 318, 340,  ;M5. 

348,  372,  382,  383,  388,  IVSl,  442.  445^447,  449,  455-160,  46-1,  465.  467,  -109. 
472,  474,  475.  477,  489,  490. 639, 663.  712,  713.  735,  736.  759.  79et.  795.  S:C 
Rpiwrt-i  of. 

GoJveston.  Tex.    Operations  off 264-280,431 

Morur  Flotilla,  U.  3.    Condition  of 96 

Vicksburg,  Nltufi.    Opcnitiona  of  Mortar  Flotilla  against.  July  15,  1862.  20-33, 48 

Retribution,  Schooner.     Mentioned 390 

Reuaa,  J.  U.     Mentioned -  800 

Revaleon,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 462 

Bevell,  Jomee.    Mentioned •• . .  •  S 

Reynaud,  Alm^-Fdlix-filftl2it>Blm«.     Mentioned 642 

Reynolds,  Alfred  H.     Mentioned 160, 201 ,  .396 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  supplv  steamer.     Mentioned 88, 157, 165, 172, 

1S4,  186, 240, 242,  253.  260.  297,  300,  308, 324,  724.  725,  728,  763,  768, 760 

Riaaoho,  Franoisoo.    MentioDed 385 

Bice,  George  H.    Mentioned 381-383,567 

Richard  O.  Bryan,  Bniisb  schooner.    Meotioned Sft^ 

Richards,  William.     Mentioned 

Richardson,  Cnpiaiu.     Mentioned 

Richardson,  R.  Julius. 

Meutjuued 441,453,f 

Report  uf  priituneni  |NiroIed  from  V.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lsue 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Extrott  from  journal.  July  15, 1862.  to  March  15.  1863 747-770 

Mentioned 90, 110.  179, 

195, 477, 482. 578, 505. 007.  t!09, 614,641, 644. 6GG,  667, 6G9.  (i7l-G83.  080,^ 
687. 692, 695-69R.  700-706.  708.  709.  711.  714,  716,  722. 730.  778,  770, 1 

Movemeoleof !5I ' 

Operations  in  Mtsxistippi  River. 

.\guin8t.  Yicksburg,  Miss.,  and  C.  S.  ram  Arkansas .5, 30-22, 38, 1 

At  Baton  Rouge,  La 414-416.430,  432, 4H1. 484,  3I4,i 

St-c  al^  Port  BuJson,  La.     PoMO^  of,  ifareA  H,  1863. 

Operaiiooa  off  Mobik>,  Ala 200 

Orders  for  raoremento 103.178,193,264,612,613,020,656 


*Aft«rwardi  V.  S.  Mbooner  Rdailwr. 


t  KiKiwn  ftftenranli  «■  O.  B.  &  Ilollylioek. 
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BichiuoDd,  Va.,  French  Consul  at.     rorrmpoDdenoe  wilb  Sutn  IVpftrCmf>nt, 

C.  S .  fm 

Bickettft,  Pilot.     Mentioned .-. 501 

Bidgely,  DanislB.     Meutionod 5U8 

Biley,  G«org«.     Mpntionm) 617,520 

Biley,  J.  T.     Mftitioiifd , tCil 

Biley,  Bobert  E. 

t'onrsj^hcicnfi'  with  Williun  D.  Porter 129 

ift'ulioiifd 117 

Uf]M)rT  of  f  ngagt-m? nt  nith  batteriM  at  Port  Hudson,  La 182 

Binaldo,  H    B.  M   H.     Mctitimu-d M4,  502,  576,  583,  7118. 7 10,  760,  807 

Bio  Qrande,  Texan  and  Mexico. 
Affairs  in  \'it-initr  of. 

Communications  from 

Furrngut.  n.G 265,390 

Krenrh.  H 105,293 

Himt4>r,  ChartM 75 

Loodou,  U.  S.  couBulat ^ «.. 418,419 

Matamoru,  Mexico.  U.  S.  oonml  at 295 

Navy  Depftrtment,  U.  S 298,418 

Seat*!  Department,  U.  S 75, 418. 809 

Ordem  and  instrutitiuua.  D.  G.  Fomigut IfiS,  166 

Reports  of 

Be«.  H.P n-.-. : 862 

Fomgut,  D.0 168,289.291 

French,  H 180,288,291 

Ctpture«  made  off 238 

Notea  of  obocrratioa  upon,  by  W.  M.  Walker 913 

Roache,  Mr.    MontioDed 190 

Boonoke,  M&il  stcunahip.    M«ntioned 562,760,767 

Roberts,  P.     Mentioned 42 

Bob«rts,  Frank  O.    Mentioned 306 

BobertSf  OranvUle,    Mentioned ».,. 47 

Bobinson,  Edward.     Mentioned 42 

Bobinaon,  Sallie.     App  SaBU.  BohinMon,  U.  S.  Army  traraport. 

Bobinson,  William.     Mifiitionvd Offl 

Bobinson,  William  F.     Mentioned i.,., ^.      027 

Bocky  Hill,  Smlinp  vcitfl.     M<-nlioned 909 

Bodgers,  Frank.     Mentioned 332 

BodgeiB,  Frederick. 

Mt^ntiontd 191.358.094 

Report  uf  refonuoiasaucn  to  Port  Hudson,  La..  November  15, 1802 .^'1 

Boe,  D.  A.     Ki'jMJin  uf  injiineRmuitained  by  U.  B.  S.  Monongalieln  at  Port  Hwboa, 

March  14.  1863 fl»l 

Boe,  Francis  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S,  S.  Katabdin ^ 100 

Correspondence  witb 

Fairfax,  Donald  MrN 124 

Morm.HenryW 197,212 

PreWe.  GeorjceH H4 

Turner,  John  W 17C 

Extract  from  diary,  Jtily  22  to  December  18,  1862 770-779 

Weniionpd 120, 150. 237. 248. 317. 478. 461, 487, 489,  627, 537, 583. 699, 700 
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Bo«,  Francia  A. — Cuntinu«l,  ^^^^^H  Pav>. 

RKlievpil  of  r-umtnaml  of  IK  S.  S.  KnUihdiii --,,,„,,,».#,.. 553 

ReportA  of. 

B«ion  Rouge,  ]-a. 

EngHgi-uient  al,  Augu.it  H.  and  dfstruclion  of  C.  S.  nm  Arkiuiaas, 

Ai^iwtfl.  1862 _       US 

Evantation  of,  by  U.  S.  foTceSi  Auguat  21,  18G2 166 

OiKTHtiiiiLS  at 153,  156 

Donaldson rilte,  La. 

Engag»'nipni  near.  October 20 nod 21.  1862 ^.-r---  315,436,437 

l-:x|M-(lilion  to.  S.'|)l4'nilMr21  24.  1862 ,..,»,..,       2lfi 

EtDpie  Piirisli.  Steamer.    CunduL-l  of 207,433 

MaDchor  Bend.  U.     Hngrtgement  *t,  Drccmhor  13,  1862 lOS,  136,  137 

*  MkBdaappi  River.     Optmtiom  in lyi,  192, 244-246, 432-434. 436, -137 

Plaquemine,  La.     Joint  operatioiu  iii'iir,  Jauuurv  3  oiid  4,  1803 4K2-4Na  < 

Port  Hudson.  La.     KivonnoUsaiK-^t  to,  Novvuber  15,  1S62 , ZSBt  I 

Time  atid  Tide,  Steiuuer.     MoveinentH  of ....,.„.•...,..•,.,... .       500  j 

Roebuck,  Confedemte  Rteanier.     Mentiotied ,  394-560 

Roger,  George.     Mentioned- 706 

Rogers,  Edward.     Mnttioiied 361 , 

Rogers,  Henry.     Nkiutioned 6881 

Rogers,  J.  M.     Mi'Utian«d •......^•> -*•-.■.•«-•> 336 

Rogers,  William  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W.W 618 

Uftgnider,  J.  B 817 

Mcntionfrd 780;  704,  TSA.  SI  1-814,  fil6,  BS7 

Rogers,  William  P.    Bientioned 100 

Roman,  A.  B.     Mentioned 142 

Rome,  Heory  B.     Mentioned 088  ^ 

Ronckendortf,  WtUlAca.    MeDtiooed..... ...1.....      Ml 

Rooney,  Wlll^zn  B.    Mentioned 49 

Root,  Oliver  D.     Mentioned 301 

RoBoUe,  St«atncr.     Mentioned &4«85, 112 

RoaoUa,  U.  S.  flloop.    Mentioned .....•»..«,•»...      406 

Roaecrana,  William  B.     Mentioned 341,587 

RoaenmiUer,  David  Porter.     Mentioned ,-..,....       117 

Roaina.  Ptnto,  Slonp.     Mentioned 407,732.784 

Rosa,  Nelaon.     ^Iriiliuurd . 4M 

Boat,  Peter  A.     Menliimcd 378 

Rothschild,  Mef«rs.     MentUmed ,.,.....       800  ' 

Rover,  Vwsel.     Mentioited *--». -i-.;.  407 

Rowley,  C.  N.     Ke[iort  of  upSrations  at  Bayou  Sara,  La 779 

Rowley,  Richard.     Mentioned 683 

Rowley,  W.  W.     Kpfiort  of  pu«mge  of  Port  Hudson.  La..  Mardi  U,  1863 0O9 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  privntecr  w-Iiooikt.     Mentiuoud 476, 789, 790, 7M,  795 

Royer,  George.     Mentioned 4,21 

Rugglea,  Duiiel. 

('orr««pondenoe  with 

Baton  Rouge,  Prarinonal  mayor  at 788 

DeBaun.  JanuM 98, 784  i 

MpRae.W.  D.  L ^„ «' 

Smith,  Martin L ^-.-w.-- IW 
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B.ag8:leB,  Daxiiel— Continued.  rtge. 

Coirespondenre  with 

Van  Dum,  l':arl 6.5,197,784,785 

Whiteman,  H.C 785 

Mentioned 131, 137, 199 

Reports  of. 

Baton  Rougp,  La.    Evacuation  of.  by  U.  S.  forreit,  August  21,  1862 785 

New  Orleans,  La.    Proposed  advance  upon 787 

Pass  Manchar,  La.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 92 

Pass  Manchac  and  Ponchatoula,  La.     Expedition  to,  September  13-15, 

1862 197 

Bundlett,  Isaac  H.    Mentioned 699 

Bnah,  John.    Mentioned 674 

TTtiioTI,  Edmund  H.     Mentioned 699 

Rnasell,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 325 

Farragut,  D.  0 158 

Mentioned 83, 

84, 200, 297, 304, 307, 339, 356, 379, 414, 478, 595, 641, 722, 723,  725,  726 

BuMvll,  TOlMam  W.     Mentioned 348 

Bast,  Albert.     Mentioned 704,  705 

Butherford,  William  H.     Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela 

at  Port  Hudson,  March  14,  1863 690 

Byan,  Charles.     Mentioned 5.57 

Byan,  John.     Mentioned .5.57 

S.  B.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 761 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Affair  at,  October  29, 1862.     Report  of  A.  W.  Spaight 804 

Blockade  of. 

Conununicntions  from 

Cushing.  E.  H 811 

Nftvy  Department,  U.  S 402,  480 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 538,588,645 

Farragut,  D.  G 185 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 4.36 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G .575 

Hooper,  Quincy  A 392 

Law,  R.  L 394 

Capture  of  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light  and  schooner  Velocity  off,  January  21, 1863. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee 562,-563 

Circular  of  State  Department,  C-.  S 836 

Court  of  enquiry 563 

Extract  from  Houston  Telegraph 570 

Joint  resolution  of  Texas  legislature 468 

List  of  prisoners 557,  658 

Order  of  H.  H.  Bell 556 

Proclamation  of  J.  B.  Magnider 549 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 554 

Dillingham,  John 5.56-55S 

Farragut,  D.G 553,584,500 
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Pace. 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex. — Continued. 

Capture  of  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Idght  and  schooner  Velocity,  etc. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Hunter,  W.W 837 

Magnider,  J.  B 567 

Read,  A 555 

Sherfy,  J.  W 558 

Watkins,  O.  M 564-570 

See  also  Abstratta  oflog$,  diarUs,  etc.,  pp.  705-779. 

Captures  made  near 155,227 

Naval  operations  in  vicinity  of,  September  21  to  October  5,  1862. 

List  of  captured  vessels 227 

Reports  of 

Crocker,  Frederick 217, 224-229 

Debray,  X.  B 233, 236 

Farragut,  D.  G 224, 230, 231, 253 

Hooper,  Quincy  A 217 

Pennington,  Lewis  W 221 

Spaight,  A.W 232,234,235 

Taylor,  James  G 229 

Raising  of  blockade  of. 

Circular  of  Stete  Department,  C.  S 836 

Proclamation  of  J.  B.  Magnider 549 

Sable,  Z.    Mentioned 572 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  of  boat  expedition  from,  with  Confederates  at  Padre  Island,  Texaa, 

December  7,  1862 396-398 

Mentioned 152,160,161,179,253,254,302,305,342,388,389, 

442,  447,  448,  4.50,  457,  465,  472,  478,  479,  489,  490,  493,  511,  .526,  540,  561, 

583,  584,  595, 601, 612, 618. 641, 655, 692, 697, 698, 705, 709, 735, 768-770 

Operations. 

In  Mis-sissippi  River.     See  Port  Hudson,  La.     Passage  of,  March  1^.  18G3. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.     See  Galveston,  Tex.     Rfcapture  of,  by  Confederal 

forces,  January  I,  J86S. 

Orders  for  movements 656 

Saffold,  William.     Mentioned 205,  .398 

Sailor,  Albert.     Mentioned 441,443 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Florida.     De^trurtion  of  salt  works  on.     SeePennacola  and  Si. 

Andrew's  Bay,  Florida. 

St.  Charles,  Steamer.     Mentioned 141 

St.  Croix,  U.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned 205 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  frigate.     Mentioned 509 

St.  Mary's,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Mentioned 306,  326,  327,  330,  332,  333,  725.  759 

Operations  in  Atchafalayft  River  and  Bayou  Teche,  Jxiuisiana,  October  31- 

NovemlKT  5,  1862.     See  Atchafalaya  River  and  Bayou  Teche,  Lmii- 

mana.     Operations  in. 

St.  Maurice,  Steamer.    Mentioned 191, 248,  701, 709 

Sallie  Bobinson,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Firing  upon,  near  Donaldson ville,  La.,  August  6,  1862 140, 141 

Mentioned 488,707,709,719,761,763,764 

Sallie  Woods,  U.  S.  Army  tran-sport.     Mentioned 56,  59 

Saltworks.     Destruction  of 373-379,380-383,410,420 
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Snm  Houston,  I'.  S.  «ho«nM-.     Mcnrimied ^,..*.-  422,  OR.  511,  flM,  HOB,  (Ml,  731 

Sanders,  Master.     Mi-iiiioned 3W 

Sanders,  Morton  W.     Mi-ntioni'il 7M 

Sandn,  Jack. 

Mf>nti<HMMl , 307.  .tOS 

Ri>[K>rt  or  dfwl  rucl  ion  of  tiloop  Hsonafa  to  Corpus  Chriati  B»y 783 

Sanford,  Mattrr.     Mpntioned ,,, 401 

Sanford,  Menmonimn.     Sc«-  ifemnonium  Sar^ord,  V.  S.  Armji  tratvti<oTt. 

Sanger,  a«org'e  J.     MciilioD«'d 468 

San  Jacinto,  r.  S.  S.     McntiiHH-il K^i,  Ml,  TiOO 

Santa  Rosa  Buy,  Florida.     ()pi<ratiniis  In.     Reports  of 

BniDer,  K.  D ST-I 

nihson.A Wl 

Santa  Rosa  Sound,  Florida.     Blorknde  of.     Order  of  D.  O.  Pamgul 177 

Santee,  V.  S.  Hhip. 

Cftntlitinn  of ...  98 

Orders  fnr  mnrpmentfl. ....,.....,., -,..  101 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S,     MKnlioned WS 

Sarah  Bruen,  I'.  S.  moriAr  srbooncr. 

Metiiionrd 28,30,  478,  BOS,  ft4l,7a4 

Ortlcrs  fi>r  innvonipnts til 

Sarah  Gordon,  Srhcxiiifif.     MenlioiwKl 306 

Saterileld,  David.     Meniuiiie'd fiSS 

Saunders,  Cnptnin.     Mrntion«d S27,838 

Saunders,  Frederick.     Mi>otionrd - .       442 

Savage,  Cyru«.     Mcnlion>pH ,....,..j, 461 

Savage,  Hugh  H.     Mpntiooed ,'" ...       100 

Saxon,  U.  S.  Army  iranaport.     Mentioned 4I4,449.4'5(>.I56.  157.  4fiO 

Scales,  Dabney  M.     MroiiwMil 74.  IXJ.  I3:(.  i:W 

Schaffer,  J.  H.     Mi-nlioiiwl 414 

Schein,  Charles.     Mi'iitioncd 42 

Schifflin,  H.  L.  W.     M«.i.ti'.rn'd 4Wi 

Schnaubert,  O.  L.     M.-nliiHH^ SOO 

Schouler.  William.     Corn-«iwnd(*ii«v  wit li  f  hiirira  A.  Dsri* 467 

Sclu-oeder,  Thomas.     Mcnliuiird S7 

Sciota,  I'-  S.  S. 

B.>jnf«irHni<'nt  ufOalvostoti.  Tvx.,  i?iinuar>-  10,  1863 fif>4,m6 

Mnvprnent**  of : ... ,. 542 

Momioned 5,18.20.22.23,  lie,  138. 

167, 190. 191, 216.  2*4, 295, 301,  317, 478,  490,  491,  r*il-5\  I.  53S.  562,  582, 
mZ,  595, 614.  641 .  664.  707, 714, 716, 719.  720, 7^5-7**,  742, 743. 773-777 
OiwralioitM  in  MiwoHiipfu  Kiv(>r. 

.\gHinnl  Virkaburg.  Miss.,  atid  C.  8.  ram  Arifnn<M» 5,  IH,  20, 22, 23 

At  Doimldsonville.  La 247-232 

GciM^rnl 188 

Roi'ODnoiiuaniT  in  Tort  Iliidonn.  La..  Novpinlicr  15,  1882 350-3.Vf 

Orders  for  movpmentii 183. 479. 513, 503, 545 

Scott^  John.     M<T)ii<iTn'»l 426 

Scott,  Willi&m  R.    CorTra])ondenoe  with  governor  of  AInlum* 826 

Scrlmgeour,  William.     Protect,  caw  of  bitminfr  of  itteampr  Dbuirhc,  OrtJiltpr  8. 

\m2 270 

Scurry,  William  R. 

CorrcsiKHidr-nrp  with  W.  W,  Hunter MI 

Mentioned 462,  463. 465, 47J-475, 831-833,  S51 
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Sea  Fo&m,  V.  S.  morUr  achooaor. 

MeDtioDod 478,505,641,734 

Orders  for  moveaients 421 

Sea  Horse,  Schoonor.     Mentioned 206,  723 

Seaxuan,  Rachel.     Sm-  Hnrhtl  Stmnttn,  V.  8.  wAotnwr. 

Sebastian,  John.     Mpiitinned , 38-40  J 

Secretftry  of  Navy,  C.  S.     Mpntionpd ...,^...- 8(01 

Secretary  of  Navy.  U   8.     Mfiitiom-d 101,231,275.270.464,5881 

Secretary  of  State,  C.  S.     Mentioned ._ K2I  &tl,  MSJ 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.     MMiiionod 268. 298.  436,  57» 

Secretary  of  Treaaury,  U.  S.     Mention«d - - 721 

Secretary  of  War,  O.  8.     Mentionwl 71.817,829.858 

Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.     MctitionMl 123,6.17.  SIS 

BMldon,  James  A.     See  Strretanj  of  War,  C.  S. ;  iilw>  War  Vepartmtnt,  C.  S. 
6»g9tj  A.  B.     Sn>  .4.  H.  Se^er.  SUtsinrr. 

Selma,*  C.  S.  8.     Mi-iitioned ¥23.  rtHi,  (Jfll .  t'OH.  fi37,  «32.  729.  734 

Selma  Foundry  Works.     Rhiiu,  Gftorg«  W.,  imunii'M  romntnnd  of   ._ .        Ml 

Semines,  Obver  J.     Mentioned 337 

Senunes,  Bapbael.    Mentinnod S6, 2Ua,  431),  dOO,  785 

Senate,  C.  S.,  Chairman  N&val Committee  of.    Corrmpondeiicr  wjthGeorgeQ. 

Patti«)n ,. ....„,....  78d3 

Senelet,  William.     Mentioned 

Senere,  Thomas.     Mentioned 70 

Serrano,  Francisco.     M«ntioDod 278 

Seward,  William  H.     Sc«^  Srrrrtary  of  Stair,  V.  S.;  nUu  Sialt  Dtyniinuid.  V.  S. 

Seymour,  Pilol .    MpriUitned 714_ 

Seymour,  A.  J.     Mentioned 

Sbaoklett,  J.  R.  (or  J.  H.)     Mentioned A8-7D,  laS*^ 

Shaffer,  Charles  W.     Mmittt>n(>d , 39,40 

Shankland,  William  F.     Mentioned 47H,ao^641 

Shaw,  Edward.     Mentioneil 38 

Shea,  Daniel  D. 

Currra{iuudeu<.-«  with  11.  B.  ClewUnd 7W 

•loint  resoltitkinof  thftntu  of  Texas  Utgi&latiire  to 468 

.Mriit  ionit) .     ,.,.... -- ..  SOO 

Shepherd,  Thomas.     Mentioned  r*?7  ' 

Shepley,  Oeorge  P.     Mentioned  24.1,  709 

Sheppnrd,!  Cnptntn.     Mentioned 79-1 

Sheppard,  James.     Mentiooed 377 

Sherfy,  John  W. 

Me.iti..n4-d ^ ,^-^„ , 383,687 

ReiM-trt.H  of 

Ccdnr  Lake.  Tex      rnsiialtip?  al .  Novenil»er  27.  lSfi2 JBtJ 

Sfthioe  Puts.  Tex.     C«pture  of  V.  S,  ^btp  Mnminiir  L^tit  iind  wbooner 

Velocity  o(T.  Jmniury  21.  1883 A58 

Sherive.  Oeor^.     Mentioned 460,461 

Sherman,  Qeneral.     See  tUntral  Shtnitatt,  f'nn/rdfrate  ntntmur, 

Sherman,  Sidney  B.     Mentioned > ,^.      460 

Sherman,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned ........^.. ..*.      432 

Sherman,  William  Teoumseh.     Mentimied '^i^ 

Shetucket,  L".  S,  Army  Iranspurt.     Meiiliuned 429  ^ 

Shields,  Anderson.    Mentionnl fiG8 


^Fometiy  Strtk*  or  FWrtfU. 


t  rntfkntl&Bil. 


>'a«e. 

Shields,  Henry.     Mentioned *'^^^^R. ...  G7,tlU 

Ship  Island,  Miss.     Oporatioos  at. 

i'ommiiutojLliuiiH  from  D.  G.  Kanmgut fiOCI-ftlltfBOS 

Orders  aiid  iiwlnM-tioiw,  D.G.  F&rtsgut 2S2.QOS 

Report  of  Jumps  Ald«n I  .'>! 

Svou\so Ahiitniet*oflo^s,dianfs,eiic.. pp.706-779;  Mitm*npyi Sound;  ilMU.Ala. 

Shorte,  R.  A.     MpntioDod .         I-H 

Shorter,  John  Oill.     Si-v  Alabama,  Govemor  t^. 

Shorter,  Joseph  C.     MeotioDed 557 

Showalter,  Daniel.     Mentioned fi86, 573 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.     Sei>  Uavoua.  Cvha,  D.  S.  eonmiar  agteer  at. 

Shum,  Theodore.     Mentioned 104 

Sibley.  Henry  Hophdiw.     Mentioned 4&4,471.473,-l«4,4«7 

Bicard,  Montg-ooiery. 

A|ip«iinl«'*l  t«  command  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jscksno 310 

McDtioQ^d 297,724,726,727.728 

Relieved  of  oommand  of  U.  S.  S.J.  P.  .IscltnnD 311 

Sidney  C.  Jones,  U.  S.  mortar  acbooner.    Deatniction  of.  July  15,  1S92 27-35, 712 

SUva,  Antonio.     Mentioned 385 

Simmler  (or  Sinunur),  Bmile.     Mnntionrd k->''>><  610,744 

Sinunons,  George  O.    Mentioiied -HI 

Simpaoa,  Tom.     MentioDed 397 

Bimpaon,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 87 

Skaesm,  E.  H.     Mentiom<d 7ft-7» 

Skelton,  John.    Mentioned 47 

Slave  trade.    Communicationa  from  Nary  Department^  U.  S.,  re|i;arding 205 

Slaves.    See  Fu^iivr.  jr2at«A. 

Slidell,  John.    Corresiiondent^e  with  Stale  DepsrlmeDt,  C.  S 282 

Slocum,  John  J.     Mentioned 92 

Slough,  Granville  B.     Mentioned „ (>79 

Smalley,  I^onard  B.    Mmtioaed 31.45a,d34.&l.'i 

Smith,  — -.     .Menlionod 477 

Smith,  Miister  steamer  Atlantic.     Mentioned  _.      208 

Smith,  Mai^F  steamff  W.  G.  Hevreii.     Mnitioiwd.. ,. -  —  •....,.       208 

Smith,  A.  H.     Mentioned < 3«-4« 

Smith,  Charles.     Mentioned ,.... 332 

Smith,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 31.045 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.     Memioned , ^ 562,629 

Smith,  George  A.     Mentiniied 734 

Smith,  J.  P.     See  J  P.  Smith,  Slmmtr. 

Smith,  John  (Ordinary  seaman  1.     Mentioii«d 6ft9 

Smith,  John  (Scarann).    Mentioned 401 

Smith,  John  J.    Corresiwndenc-e  with  Churles  E.  Jork 34 

Smith,  Joseph.     t'orr(w|K>ndenrn  with  D.  fi.  Farra^it 103 

Smith,  Leon.    Mentionwl . . .  449, 463-«i6,  46R-47I ,  473-475, 567, 81 1. 814, 832. 839, 8-(3 
Smith,  Martiu  L. 

Correspondftnce  with 

Brown,  Isaac  N 67 

RugKlrs,  Daniel 197 

Report  nt  |iiuii8ngn  of  (.'.  S.  ram  ArkansaK  from  Yaxoa  River  to  Vickshurg.  Miss., 

July  15,  1SH2 (50 

Smith,  Melancton. 

Ap|>ointed  to  itmrniund  off  Uatou  Rougr.La 616 

if  w  B— VOL  19 61 


944 


INDEX. 


I'M* 


684. 


Smith,  Molanoton— Oonliniind. 
Oorrespondeno^  with 

Cope.  WiUiftm 

Fttrragut,D.G 

Ftox.G.  V 

Maccoun,  Rolwrt  T 

•  Navy  Drpartmeot,  V.S 

Mentioned 210, 211, 306, 308. 310, 3»3, 477, 395,6-11, 692,  606,  6! 

RuportiK  <if. 

Galveston,  Tex.     Recapturoof.byConMwttiw,  Junoary  1, 1883 447 

ItCanaBippi  Riviu-. 

I>iM>OT«ry  of  torpedo  in 640 

Operations  in 187 

Port  Tludson,  Ln.     Att^mptod  pnisuge  of,  &nd  drstrurtion  of  17-  S-  S.  Ui»- 

si^ippi.  March  14,  1863 680,682,684 

Smith,  Kobert  H.  ( I).     Mentioned ISB 

Sm^ith,  Robert  Nelson. 

Mentioned 271 

Protest ,  caar  of  buroin;;  of  steamor  Blanub*,  October  8, 1882 379 

Smith,  Thomas.     Mf-ntioiipd ....-.,.»...,.. 478 

Smith,  ThomaaE.     Mentioned OB 

Smith,  W.L.O.     Mentioned SSft' 

Smith,  Watson.     Kcpori  of  arriTal  of  flrat  dlvialoa  of  Mortar  FlotUU  «l  Banaptoa 

Kondx,  W.,  mid  coiidilion 91),  100, 113 

Smith,  William  (Boy).     Mflntionid 444 

Smith,  William  (Seaman).     Mentioned 451 

Smith,  William  (Commodore,  U.S.  N.).    Mentioned :t3N, 

300, 428,  fi02,  SaO,  SOI .  tm,  648 

Snarl,  Mr.     Mfintioned 24fi 

Snider,  B.  Ituah.    Staltnnent  of  careD  of  sleamer  Indian  No.  2 78 

Snider,  John.     Mentioned 70 

Snow  Drift,  AmericAn  schooner.     Mentioned 387 

Snyder,  Henry  R.     Mpntioned , 557 

Somelet,  William.     Mentioned .' 443 

Somera,  John.     MrjitinnjHi 219, 22f»,  223 

Somea,  William  L.     MmtiimtHl .1.21 

Sonoma,  I'.  S.  S.     MiMitiunrol _._       .WW 

Sophronia,  U.  S.  mortar  achoonor.     M«ntionod 90, 100. 1 13 

Boshia,  Brazil.     Mentioned &S8 

Soahia,  James.    Mentioned 55B 

Boshia,  John.    Mentioned 55ft, 

Boshia,  Philip.     Mentioned 

Boon,  Petsr.    Mentioned •....      743 

South  Carolina,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 545 

Southern  Merchant,  Steamer. 

Cnptureof Hi)3,  3M 

Mentioned 51' 

Bouthwick,  John.    Mentioned 4011 

Spaight,  Ashley  W. 

Mentioned 223. 233~23B,  865.  567. 570 

Reports  of. 

Snbinp  Pa«.  Trx. 

Affair  ftl.  Oetober  29. 1863 804 

Kvnt-natloD  of,  by  Omfoderalrs.  SeptemUr  '2i.  ISli2 232 

Taj-lor's  Bii;ou,  Tex.    Meiuiiirrs  for  defcnw  of  milrottd  bridge  over 234, 235 
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Spain.  Que>eii  of.     Mcniinm'd ,....—,■..,.-.  2S0.282 

Spaniah  Minister  to  the  Uaited  States.     Mootioned 287, 

2B8, 271, 272, 274. 27ft,  28ft,  744 
Bpauldin^f ,  S.  R.     Svo  S.  U.  Pauidituf,  U.  S.  Army  tmmtpurt. 
Spear,  Alden  T.  * 

('orrp»p«ncl«nco  wilh  D.  O.  Farragut ,    toI,6*W 

Mtnlioucd ....  -i47,478,6W..5M.(MI 

Rc[MJrtof  nTAptiiri'of  0«lTC8(on,Tpx.,  Jftntmry  I,  ISflS.... 438 

Special  ordera.    Confederate 791. 70-1,  7tl7. 829,841 

Spiuter,  B. 

Mi'iilioned 367 

Report  of  loss  of  Iwttt 'screw  fram  U.  S.  Kboonfr  MnrU  A.  Wood,  Nov6n)b0r21, 

1802 368 

Spitfire,  H.B.M.8.     Mentioned 507,508,610,512,  •582,737,834 

Sportsman,  Oi^auco  ship.    Monliotied -106, 41 1,  412, 421, 423,  424,  721, 734 

Sprague,  Charles.     .See  ChaHa  Sprayue,  Ameritan  jtAi;*. 
Spriggfl,  WilUiUU  L.     Sec  WiUiam  L,  Spriggg,  Sdtoortfr. 

Spurlock,  W.  J.     Menlioiied B72 

Squires,  Tlieron  W.     Mpnlloiu'd .....a-....^...,.,,         32 

Stager,  Anson.    (V>rrcMixiiuieiuu!  witb Charles S.  Bulktey fi6S 

Stamp, .     Mentioned ■ 804 

Stanard,  Hugh  M.     Mrntiotu-d MS,  540. 811 

Stancel,  Jesse.     Report  of  mokiDg  of  U.  5.  S.  Ilatteraa  by  C.  S.  S.  AlabAnui, 

.larmiirv  II.  IS<i.'i 509. SIO 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     StoSetmlnryofWarf  U.S.;  sbo  War Ikpartntnt,  U.S. 

StnpleK,  Rob«rt.     MpntJonw! 676 

Star  of  the  West,  StettGoer.     3dcaLioned 137,731 

Starrett,  Adrian  C. 

Mentioned 411,731 

Rj^port  of  injiirifj)  mustninrd  by  U.  S.  S.  Moiiongnlwla  at  Port  HuiImhi,  Mart^h  M, 

itm eflo 

State  Deportment  O.  B.    Currrapondence  wilb 

I  III  VHna.  CiiU,  C.  S.  a^nt  at 278,  284-286 

Richniond,  Vft.     French  consul  at 836 

SlidoII.John 282 

Taylor,  R 337 

Traaoirr  Dopnnmcnl,  0.  S _ 809 

WarDopartmcnt.C.  S 334 

State  Department,  V.  S.     CorrpsfwridMH-p  wiiti 

British  minister  to  th(!  Unit<>a  States 273.646,647 

lI&Tuan,  Cuba,  U.S.  cousul-goDcml  nt.. .,.-,..-.... 2118 

London,  England,  V.  S,  consul  at........... 418 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 367.27:1,274.  402.  418,  480,  tM«,  047 

War  I)e|>«rtinfnt,  L".  S 76 

Statham,  W.  8.     Report  of  drUil  of  artilkriHla for  C.  S.  mm  Arkansas .         73 

Steady,  II.  B.  M.  S.     Mcntionnd. 


Stedman,  Joseph.     Mi.-ntioru<<l 4S0 

Steedman,  Isaiah  O.  W.     Mentioitpd _    _  705 


Steele,  Alexander.     KirntionDd 444 

Steele,  Frederick.     Mi-ntloniKl ;J41 

Stein,  Harry  F.     Mpntimied ^ 4S1 

Stephens,  Alexander.     Mrntiunfd 444 

Stephens,  Elihu.     Mi^ntioncd 3S 
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Stephens,  James.     Mentioned 87 

Sterling,  Neil  H.     Mentioned 835, 840 

Stevens,  Henry  K.     Mentioned....  69,  71, 120, 122, 124, 130-132, 135, 136, 138,  524,  720 

Stevens,  John.     Mentioned 42 

Stewart,  Jameb  H.     Mentioned ^ 425-428 

Stewart,  Thornton.     Mentioned 47 

Stickney,  Charles  P.     See  Charles  P.  Sfiekney,  Coal  sieamer. 

Stillwell,  James.     Mentioned 206,248,357,478,505,641,732 

Sting  Bay,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 461,  575 

Stockholm,  Pilot.    Mentioned 572 

Stone,  ChfurleB  H.     Mentioned 441, 453, 461, 744 

Stonewall,  Schooner.     Destruction  of 228 

Storey,  Leonidaa  J.     Mentioned 831 

Story,  Clement.     Mentioned 822 

Stowell,  Brown  S.     Mentioned 458,  461 

Stowell,  Ehas.     Mentioned 238 

Straw,  JohnE.     Mentioned 332 

Btrimpe,  Martin.     Mentioned 47 

Strong,  George  C. 

Correspondence  with 

McMillan,  James  W 216 

Weitzcl,  Godfrey ' 316 

Mentioned 196,306,723 

Report  of  expedition  to  Pass  Manchac  and  Ponchatoula,  La.,  September  13-15, 

1862 195 

Stuart,  Henry.     Mentioned 689 

Stuart,  James.     Mentioned 201 

Stubbs,  Isaac.     Mentioned 558 

Studley,  Francis.     Mentioned 498 

Stull,  James.     Mentioned 444 

Styon,  John.     CoiTos|>ondence  with  Charles  E.  Jack 34 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 767 

Sugru,  Michael.     Mentioned 381,  382,  557 

Sulakowski,  Valeiy. 

Corrps[x>ndpnce  with  J.  N.  Barney 851 

Mentioned 445 

Sullivan,  Charles.     Mentioned 683 

Sullivan,  Daniel.     Mentioned 67,  69 

Sullivan,  James.     Mentioned 288 

Sullivan,  John.     -Mentioned 67,70 

Sullivan,  Joseph  N.     Mentioned 683 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 293 

Sumter,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 6, 8,  10, 11, 14,  16,  18, 36, 46,  52-54,  57,  58, 

62,  63,  ai.  96,  97,  106,  110,  111,  114, 118,  119, 121-123, 125, 159,  165,  167. 
181, 183, 214, 215, 245, 299, 319-321,  707,  713-717, 719, 721, 748-750,  771 

Sunbeam,  Steamer.     Mentioned 208 

Sunflower,  Confederate  transport.     Mentioned 394,  564,  566,  568 

Sunny  South,  Ferryboat.     Mentioned 750 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Mentioned 36«j,  406,  422-424,  478,  502,  532,  595,  734,  753 

Orders  for  movements 501 

Supply  VesseU,  U.  S.     Orders  for  movements 111,286,338,411,501 

Surprise,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 208 


Susquehanna^  U.  S.  S. 

Cunilitioii  nf 237,2a) 

Mcntionpd _  _    I.II ,  I»4,  ^*^  Sfi"*.  30(1.  -122.  -17T, 

481 ,  492,  see,  52»-535,  I5M,  505. 607,  S4I .  650. 658, 708, 721 ,  751 ,  7fi2, 78S 
Operations. 

Al  P*'n3«oIii,  Fk 405-108 

OffMobilf.  Ala 102, 104,  167.  435,  436,  491. 497, 501, 509.  «20,G-I8 

Orders  for  tnoverofntn 527 

Sutton,  Pilot,     Menliotivd 627 

Swftin,  William.     MeniiooMl 348,250 

Swan,  Sloop.     MeTiiiciifd 301 

Swann,  Robert  P.     Me-Dtioocd , 673 

Swartwout,  Samuel. 

Corrnnpfiniifni'i'  with  D.  O.  Karnigtit 2ft4 

MeiiLioiR-d ; 168.243,477.505,641 

Swasey,  Chorlee  H.     DrAlh  of ^ , 24H.25I.252.2.H  :«>! 

Sweeney,  William.     Mentioned 557 

Switzerland,  V.  S.  ram.     Mentioned 4.^-45,  47. 4H 

Sykes,*  Steatner.     Mrntionrd 312, 

3I6-.31  S,  349, 3.W,  371 .  372,  391,  406,  421,  727.  72S,  730-732,  734,  750,  760 

T.  A.  Ward,  U.  S.  morUr  fnhooner.     Mi-ntionMl 9i),  100,  113 

TflJant,  William.     Mentioned 083 

Talbott,  Daniel  B.     Mentioned ..^ , --*....  132,  V.VJ 

Talcott  &  Post.     Mentioned 501 

TapUn,  J.  C.     Mentioned 441,  ^43 

Taplin,  John  S-     Mr-nlioned , ..i-^-.-.       557 

Tarbell,  John  P.     Mentioned 219 

Taaeara,  Oabriel  Garcia  y.     Sv  SpttniiA  Afini/dfr  to  ihr  Un'ttrd  Staff h. 

Tattnall,  J.  B.  F.     Re|Hirt  of  upcmtioDa  in  vicinity  of  Mobile,  Ala 701 

Taylor,  George.     Mentioned   210.220,227 

Taylor,  James.     Meniinned SSH 

Taylor,  Jam.Ba  G. 

Mentioned 530 

Kr|x)rt  of  nuvul  o|ieration.s  in  victnily  of  SaUni*  Piias,  Tex.,  Sppt«mU-T  21  Ut 

OtoUr  12.  1S62 ^ „ , 229 

Taylor,  Joseph.     Mt-ntioneil 47 

Taylor,  Richard  |C  S,  Army). 

CorrmpondL-uL-e  with  Fnioktiu  OardocT 708, 703,  M7 

Mentioned ,...   175,190,247,334 

i'ennit  isHUed  hy,  to  srhooner  Oino 266 

Report  of  uperaiion^  in  .Vh-hnfMlmyii  Uiver  and  Unyou  Terlir,  IxmiaiAiin 337 

Taylor,  Richard  iC  rt.  Nftvy).     Mentioned 132 

Taylor,  T.  Maraton.     Mentioned 244 

Taylor,  William  Rogers. 

rorresjwndpnre  wilh  Navy  Department,  U.  S 154 

.Mentioned 162 

Taylor's  Bayou,  Texas.     I)ej4triu-tinn  of  railroad  lirldgn  over.     Sk«  Sabine  Paax, 
Tex.     \atxilaperationM  in  vieiniitf  of.  September  SI  to  October  Ig,  186S. 
Teche,  Bayou.    See  Batfttu  Terht,  Loinnann. 

Temple,  William  O.     Mentioned 478,528.530.  53;j,  50.'"> 

Tenneflafle,t  Bloekudv  runner.    Mentioned 307 

Tennewee,  C.  S.  iron^lid      .Mentioned ^.^ 200.6:12,722 


•  Pfund  Abo  lu  Kiln  8ykM.  L.  A.  Sykcs,  W.  C.  Sykcs.  f  Afterw«nb  V.  B.  B.  TooMSMa 
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PMgO: 

T«imeBftee,*  C.  S.  vessel.    Mentioned 67 

Tennessee,-}'  Confederate  steamer.    Capture  of 306 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S. 

Childs,  J.  D.,  relieves  P.  C.  Johnson  of  command 553 

Mentioned 11,110,111,116, 

120, 127, 166, 206, 240-242, 244, 252, 298, 325, 326, 357, 386, 391, 404,  405, 
441, 478,  506, 526, 527, 544, 654, 556, 562-564, 583, 584, 589-591, 595, 601, 
641, 648,  708,  717,  719,  724-726,  728-730, 739, 740, 753, 757-760, 771, 833 
Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Capture  ofU.  S.  skip 
Morning  Light  and  schooner  Velociiy  off,  January  SI,  1863. 

Orders  for  movements 580 

Tennessee  Troops.    Mentioned.    Artillery — Battalions:  Ist,  705. 

Terry,  Bdward.    Mentioned 415,673,762 

TexsA. 

Blockade  of  coast  of. 

Circular  of  State  Department,  C.  S.,  announcing  raising  of  blockade 836 

Memorandum  of  H.  H.  Bell 662 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 513,593 

Farragut,  D.  G 109, 174, 213, 299, 340, 347, 404, 409, 591 ,  606, 650, 651 

Proclamations  of  J.  B.  Magruder  announcing  raising  of  blockade. . .  465, 547-549 
Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 538,592-594,636 

Farragut,  D.  G 398 

Walker,  W.  M 213 

See  also  Abstraels  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  705-779;  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.; 
Cedar   Lake,  Tex.;  Corpus  Chri^,  Tex.;  Galveston,  Tex.;  Mata- 
gorda Bay,  Texas;  Padre  Idand,  Texas;  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.;  Bio 
Orande,  Tex.;  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 
Defense  of. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Texas  legislature  to  J.  B.  Magruder  et  al 468 

Report  of  J.  B.  Magruder 470 

Texas,  Oovemor  of. 

Correspondenre  with  W.  W.  Hunter 786 

Mentioned 468 

Texas  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments:  1st  ^Cook's),  471,  473,  477.  565,  567,  570,  572, 

827;  Company  B  (Wier's),  470,  471. 
Artillery.  Light— Butteries:  Wilson's,  232,  233,  473,  794. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  12th  (Brown's), 361;  Companii's:  Mflrtin"s(unftttachcd), 
471;  Ware's  Mounted  Rifles  (unattached).  782.  Regiments:  2d 
{Pyron's).  473,  565,  567,  570,  571;  Companies:  A  (Aycoek's),  571; 
O  {Ndan'fi).  565.  570;  5th  {Green's),  472,  827. 
Infantry— Battalioas:  Orimn's,  3G1.  473.  827;  ComjMiny  D  {Cook's),  12:i2,  233; 
Spaight's.t  233-235.  565,  567,  570,  572.  804;  Companies:  Ireland's, 
781;  Regiments:  8th  {Jones'  Company),  782;  20th  (£7mor«'*), 232. 
233,  473. 

Thames,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 429 

Thayer,  James.     Report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition  and  damages  sustained  by 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond  at  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  14.  1863 675 

Theeman,  William.     Mentioned 42 


•  BuniPtl  on  stocks  at  Momphis.  t  Aflerwarda  U.  S.  S.  Teoueasee. 

{Known  also  or  Likens'  Hattuliun. 


Tkta 

Th«re«ft,*  Schooner.    OapturP  of ,  SepiemhiT -1.  1862 17«,209,7I0 

Thr^on,  Si.  Beajamin.     S(m)  Golveslon,  Tcz.,  Frtneh  and  Spaninh  cotuttdar  aficrr  at. 

Thistle,  Siwiiiifr.     Mt^ulium*d 503 

Thomas,  Charles.     Mentiunrd 557 

Thomas  Holcombe,  S*^h«oui?r.     MniiliontMl _ . .   Irt3, 104,-107 

Thomas,  Nathaniel  W. 

McDtioDcd 681 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  Man-b  M,  \tiGH. 687 

Thomas,  Stephen.     Mentioned 331 

Thomas,  William.     Mi'iitioned 3Si,  .tA7 

Thompson,  Alexander.     Mentioned t>70 

Thompson,  Frank  A.     Corrc-?ip*tridi'Wf  with  Benjamiu  K.  Butl*r )75 

Thompson,  Frederick  H.     Ntentiimt-d 504 

Thompson,  John  (Marine).     Mi'ntioiwd 070 

Thompson,  Joseph.     Comsspoudcuce  with  Navj  Department,  U.  S Mi 

Thompson,  H.  Jeff. 

Mwjtioiied 154,196,199 

Report  of  staking  of  8te<amer  Lewis  Wbiteman 780 

Thompson,  WilUam  (.Captaiu  lorccostte)      Mentioned 3S2 

Thompson,  William  (Seaman).     Meiilioned 87 

Thompson,  William  H.     MtotioDed „. «83 

Thomtire,  Felix.     Mi-miuni«l i.        70 

Thorhell,  John.     Menlioiietl 70 

Thornton,  Charles.     Mentiooed 74 

Thorton,  Charles  C.  G.     Mentioned....,..--,,..,.,.^, 19ft 

Thornton,  James  S. 

Meationed .*. l4fi,3G9,706,7(IK 

Report  of  Aoundingfi  Iftk^n  in  Mobile  Riir 171, 195 

Tilton,  UcLane. 

('«rreH|Ktnclenr«  with  D.  G.  Kstraipit ...............^.........«..  .. .       303 

Mwitioned 160,338 

Time  and  Tide,  Steamer.     Conduct  of 500 

Tlmon,  Hubert.     Menlioucd t 572 

Tioga,  v.  S.  S.     Mentioned .'508 

Todd,  Mr.     Mciil  iun^d. 328 

Tolen,  James.     ( 'ornwjxjiidenne  withChurloH  K.  ,Iack 34 

Tomlinson,  Walker  M.     Mentioned 345 

Tompkins,  Frederick,    rurre^ipondencu  with  Chnrles  P..  Jack.... 34 

Toomey,  Timothy.     Montiouwl ,,-.-..„„„„...,,. 683 

Topping,  Luther  H.     Meutiuued G8S 

Torpedoes 543,631,610,828.827 

Townsend,  Bobert. 

Muntioned ' 99.  1J>7 

R«'|v»rt  of  arrivol  of  U.  S.  S.  Miami  at  Hampton  Rnoda. -.       185 

Tracy,  Peter.     Mentioned 39, 40 

Tracy,  Stephen.     Mpntionpd 30,  10 

Trade  Wind,  Steamer.     Mentioned. -'«...— 754 

Trathen,  James.     .Mmtioned 105,292 

Travers,  Thomas  B.     Mtuiioned 132,134-136 

Travis,  Oeorge  H.     Mi*Mtioiied , 558 

Treaeiu7  Department,  G.  6.     CorreHpaudeDoc  with  Statu  Uvpurtmeut,  C.  S. ..       809 
Trenchard,  Stephen  D,     Mentioned , 165,  ?25 

*  PurniDrly  COra. 
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Trent,  Briluli  mail  ateumer.     Muutioued 278 

Trisuty  Biver,  Tex-    Opvmtioits  in. 

CoQiniuoicAtions  from  n»inilioi>  WashingtoD 8US 

.  Rcport8  of 

Forsboy,  C.  O. 847 

HunUr,  W.  W 824. 838, 837,  M2 

ScMi  abo  Jmtmal  of  W.  W.  Hunter,  jip.  8I3r«17. 

Trojan,  Veasel.    Meotiooed •. 407 

Troy,  Coiifederato  schooDcr.    Ckpture  of.  August  13.  1862 79.155 

Trucks,  John.     See  John  Trvtkw,  Coal  nhip. 

Tubal  Cain,  Brit iali  steamer.    Capture  of.  July  24,  1862., 85-87 

Tuhba,  JohnL.     Mentioned 888 

Tucker, Mentioned 822 

Turner,  Edmund  P.     Mentioned 81S,S40 

For  correspoDdeDL'e  as  A.  A.  G..  we  Ma^ntdtr,  J.  B. 

Turner,  Eleazer  S.     Mentioned 373.376 

Turner,  John  W.     rorn*s|x)iiHenf'e  with  Francis  A.  Roe. 17fi 

TuBCalooaa,  ('.  S.  ram,     Mentioned Ii32 

Tweedy,  C.  B.     Mentioned 5fi7 

390.  See  Alabanui,  C.  S.  S. 

391,  Wasel.     Mentioned 621 

Two  Slaters,  Srhooner.     Capture  of,  September  21,  1882 SSJS,710 

Tyler,  II.  S.  S.     Kngiigement  with  T.  S.  ram  Arkunsas «. 3, 

4, 6, 22, 23, 36, 37, 39-41 ,44,  fk\,  IK),  132,  Tllfl,  747 

Tyler,  Clarence  W.     Meulioned 09,70, 132. 1»4, 130 

Uncle  Ben^  C.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  {].  3.  afaip  Morning  Light  ami  arbuoner  VekKJly,  off  Sabine  Pass, 

Tex.,  January  13.  1864 5S»-573,837 

MeDtiooed 3W 

Union,  ScbooDer.     Mcntioord 2(Kt.  2117,217, 513, 614 

Union,  V.  S.  S.     Meotium-d 610, 620,  G37,63K,  649, 650,745 

United  States,  U.  S.  Anuy  Irnnaport.    MtiUioocd 781 

Upton.     Cited * ISO 

Uaher,  Charles.     Mentioned 444 

Van  Boakirk,  James.     Mentioned ...'.,..       100 

Van  Brunt,  Gerahom  J.      Mpniiooed ... 420 

Vance,  Archy.    Mentiourd ^.. 558 

Vance,  Joseph.     Mentioned i 42 

Van  Dorn,  EarL 

Corren|J«>udence  witb 

President,  C  S 76 

Ruggles.  Daniel 1 66,197,784,785 

•  Smith.  Martin  L - 08 

Mentioned 71,72.29ft 

Repurta  itf. 

Arkansafi,  C.  S.  ram.    Paw^K  of,  fmin  Vazon  River  Ut  Vtrkiilnirg,  Miai., 

and  engagrau-Ql  with  Federal  v««el){..]uly  l.V-22.  IHtiS.  65,06,74. 136, 137 
Brtton  Rouge,  La.     i^ogagement  at,  .\(igii.it  5,  and  dentrurtion  of  C.  S.  rkm 

Arkansas,  August  fl.  1862 130, 13IV-138 

Vanorman,  Charles  &.     Mentioned 39,40 

Van  Ronk,  F.  A.     Mentioned „ -.-„-.. 557 

Vantine,  Joseph  E.     Mentiom<d 674 

Vanvelser,  Edward.     Mentioned ...........,....,..••- -       443 
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Page 

VanWickle,  Stephen.     Mentiooed 779 

Van  Wyck,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 557 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 157,254,751,760 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut  regarding  raimng 399 

Vassallo,  L.  Gtutav.     Mentioned 31,442 

Vassar,  Matthew.     See  MaUkew  Vastar,  U.  S.  schooner. 

VatteL    Cited 180 

Vaug^han,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 627 

Vaughn,  P.  B.     Mentioned 685 

Vaurelson,  E.  S.     Mentioned 444 

Veazie,  G.  P.     Mentioned 461 

Velaaco,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off 241 

Proclamation  of  J.  B.  Magruder  announcing  raising  of  blockade  of 548 

Velocity,*  British  schooner.    Capture  and  arming  of.     See  Sabirie  Pom,  Tex. 
Operationa  in  mcinity  of,  SefUmber  SI  to  Odoba-  12,  18Gg,  pp.  218, 
220,225-229. 
Velocity,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Capture  of.  See  Sabint  Pom,  Tex.  Capture  cf  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light  and 
sehowtr  Velocity  of,  January  21, 1863,  pp.  553,  555,  556,  559,  560, 
566,  571. 

Mentioned 450,478,538,588,592,594,596,742 

Vermmt  Troops.     Mentioned.     Artillery — Batteries:  2d,  90. 

Vermont  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry— Regiments:  8th,  187,  518,  520,  521. 

Vernon,  John  A.     Mentioned 800 

Vernon,  JohnU.     Mentioned 104 

Vesuvius,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 491,492,616 

Vicksburg,  Steamer.    Mentioned 52 

Vicksburg,  Hiss. 

Defense  of.    General  order  of  War  Department,  C.  S 71 

See  also  ArJcansas,  C.  S.  ram. 
Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G 585 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 95 

Order  of  H.  W.  Halleck 340 

See  also  Arleansas,  C.  S.  ram.     Postage  of,  from  Yaroo  River,  etc.,  Jidy  15-^, 
18G2. 

Suspension  of  writ  of  habeas  corpus .-. . .       821 

■       Withdrawal  of  Federal  vessels  from 75,80,81,90,137 

Victoria,  Confederate  steamer. 

Destruction  of .• 379,380,386 

Mentioned 88,383 

Ville  Franche,t  Bark.     Mentioned 407,609 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Adams,  II.  A.,  appointed  to  command 622 

Mentioned 185, 253, 291, 343, 348,  429, 478, 595, 630, 641, 655, 725,  752, 758 

Movements  of 179 

Orders  for  movements 252,384 

Vincent,  David.     Mentioned 408 

Vineyard,  S.  C.     Mentioned 782 


*Afterwarda  U.  S.  acbooner.  t  Pound  also  Villa  Pranca. 
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Von  Harten,  Edward.     Mentioned 548, 741, 833, 836 

Vulture,  Vessel.    Mentioned 24S 

W.  G.  Ho'n^es,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 208 

W.  H.  Baker,  Schooner.     Mentioned 20S 

Wabaah,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 387 

Wachuaett,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 598 

Waddy,  John  B.    Correspondence  with  Franklin  Gardner , 702, 704 

Wade,  Thomaa  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  Q.  Farragut 340 

Mentioned 389,396,438,478,505,641,662 

Wainwright,  Jonathan  M. 

Death  of.     See  Oalve^on,  Tex.     Recapture  cf,  etc. 

Mentioned 254-258,443,445, 

446,  448,  456,  459,  465,  470, 472,  474,  476,  478,  489,  547,  548,  740, 741, 834 
Wainwright,  Bichard. 

Correspondence  with  J.  M.  Foltz 29 

Death  of ^ 144 

Mentioned 18, 146, 167,  705, 707,  708 

Report  of  engagement  with  C  S.  ram  Arkansas  and  Confederate  batteries  at 

Vicksburg,  Miss.,  July  15,  1862 20 

Walden,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 31,441 

Walke,  Heniy. 

Correspondence  with 

Beaufort,  Francis 42 

Clark,  Thomas 42 

Reports)  of  engogenieDt  with  C.  S.  ram  Arkansas,  July  15, 1862 41-43 

Walker,  Charles  H.     Report  of  capture  of  aloop  William  E.  Chester,  NoTember 

20,  1862 360 

Walker,  Jaxnes.     Mentioned 733 

Walker,  James  H.     Mentioned 38, 39 

Walker,  Jerry.     Mentioned 558 

Walker,  John  Tyler.     Mentioned 627 

Walker,  Samuel.     Mentioned 689 

Walker,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Fnrragut 158, 171 

Mentioned 7, 163, 168, 173, 21 1, 289, 480 

Notes  of  observation,  Galveston  and  coast  of  Texas 213 

Wallace,  Henry.     Mentioned 689 

Wallace,  Lewis.     Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Davis 52 

Wallace,  William  P.     Mentioned 73 

Wallach,  C  P.     Report  of  list  of  officers,  crew,  and  marines  missing  from  U.  S.  S. 

Mississippi,  March  14,  1863 683 

Walley,  James.     Mentioned 683 

Walsh,  Charles.    Corresiwudence  with  acting  Brltbh  consul  at  Mobile 806, 807 

Walton,  Alfred.     Mentioned 443 

Wanderer,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 373,376 

Ward,  T.  A.     See  T.  A.  Ward,  V.  S.  mortar  aehooner. 

Warden,  James  H.     Mentioned 557 

War  Department,  C.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Magnider .  J.B 465 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 788 

Stflte  Department,  C.  S 334 

Van  Dom,  Karl 130 
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War  Department,  C.  S. — Continued. 

G«Deral  orders ■    71 

Specifll  orders 829 

War  Department,  IT.  S.    Corre^ipondpnce  with 

Butler,  Beajftmin  F 121. 231 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 45, 47 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 95, 428 

State  Department.  U.  S 75 

Ware,  James  A. 

Joint  resolution  of  tbanka  of  Texas  le^lature  to 468 

Mentioned 203-205,  782 

Warley,  Alexander  F. 

Correspondence  with  J.  N.  BHmey 844, 850 

Mentioned 835,840,847-851 

Wame,  K.  M.     Mentioned 679 

Warren,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 31 

Washburn,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 710 

Washburn,  Henry  W, 

Mentioned 380,383,557 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  at  Cedar  Lake,  Texas.  Noveinlwr  27  and  28, 

1862 381,382 

Washington,  George.     See  Oeorge  Wankinglon,  Schooner. 

Washington,  Oeorge.     See  George  Wofthington,  U.  S.  maUhoat. 

Washington,  H.W.  M.     Mentioned 132, 134 

Washington,  Hamilton. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 805 

Mentioned 795,  798,  799,  811 ,  81.3-816,  824, 825, 828, 829,  842 

Water  Witch,*  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  23, 1862 169. 202, 2<)8, 302 

Waters,  Kate.     See  Kaie  Waters,  Store^ip. 

Watkins,  Master.    Mentioned 208 

Watkins,  Oscar  M. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Texas  legislature  to 408 

Mentioned 560, 572.  s;i3, 837 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light  and  .schooner  Votocity  off  Snhine 

Pass.  Tex.,  January  21 ,  1863 .5(>4~570 

Watson,  Berry.    Mentioned 70 

Watson,  John  Crittenden. 

Mentioned 621 

Report  of  operations  at  Plaqueinine,  La 617 

Watters,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Kineo 659 

Mentioned 461 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  I^a.,  March  14, 18(i3 693 

Watts,  N.  a.     Mentioned 556 

Watto,  Thomas.     Mentioned 74 

Way,  Francis  C. 

Mentioned 365 

Report  of  loss  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  schooner  Maria  A.  Wood,  November  21. 

1862 364 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

Mentioned 390,478,595,641,730 

Reports  of  engagements  at  Profit  Island.  Misslwippi  River.  Decemlier  14, 1862  , .      408 

•Formerly  lo  .Siprm.     (Huntionetl  In  voliiinn  18  aa  Joe  Sara.) 
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Pttse. 

Weaver,  D.  A.     Mentioned 38 

Webb,*  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 61, 

83,97, 101, 107,  111,  116, 120, 121, 140, 181,500,645,651,099,721 
Webb,  Dolly.     See  IMly  Webb,  Steamer. 

Webb,  Frank.    Mentioned 822 

Webster,  Daniel.     See  Daniel  Webster,  Sloop. 

Webster,  Hany.    Mentioned 679 

Weed, .    Mentioned 822,823 

Weeden,  Qeorg^  W.     Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Tubal  Cain,  July  24, 

1862 87 

Weeks,  Captain.    Mentioned 229 

Weeks,  Acting  Master.    Mentioned 328 

Weir,  Robert.    Mentioned 672 

Weitzel,  Godfrey. 

Correspondence  with 

Irwin,  Richard  B 539 

Ix>ring.  Frank  W 618 

Mentioned 186,314,326,331,346,356,372, 

384,  431,  515,  516,  518,  519,  525,  526,  540, 551, 602, 610, 699,  709,  764,  776 
Reports  of. 

Atchafalaya  River.  La.    Operations  in 611,618 

Bayou  Teche,  Ln.    Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  defenses  on,  January  14, 

1863 516,517,520 

Berwick  Bay  and  Lake  Pontchartrain,  La.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 494 

Donaldsonville,  La.     Expedition  to,  October  25, 1862 316 

Wells,  Lyman.    Mentioned 744 

Wells,  William.     Mentioned 288 

Welles,  Oideon.     See  Sfcrrlanj  of  Navy,  U.  S.;  also  Noi'y  Deparlment,  V.  S. 

Wentworth,  David  I*.    Mentioned 461 

Wescott,  Charles.     Mentioned 451 

Wessenfield,  Carl.     Mentioned 444 

Westfield,  U.  S.  S. 

Destniction    of.     See   Galivttton,    Tex.     Recapture   of,   by  Confederate   forces, 
JanuarijLlSCS. 

Mrntionwl 1 9S.  99, 106, 1 16, 157,  254, 255, 259, 310, 345, 361 ,  437-439,  441 . 

442,  446-4.V),  454--158,  460,  464-466,  469,  472,  477, 489,  504,  553,  594, 634, 
045,  063. 706. 707. 712,  714.  716. 719,  735-737, 745, 749. 751, 794, 815. 836 
Operaliorts. 

Agiiinst  Vicksbui^,  Misa..  and  C.  S.  ram  Arkansas 29-35,  48 

Off  GalvcMon.  Tex 431 

See  also  GaJveaton.  Tex.     Operations  against,  October  6-G,  18HS. 

Orders  for  movements 140 

West  Florida,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of 224, 226, 227, 230, 231 ,  246,  359 

Order  for  release  of 605 

West  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  nmde  l)y 76-79, 85-87, 94, 151 ,  169, 173, 176, 209-21 1 ,  227. 

2.'JH,  2tl ,  247-2.52,  203, 267-286,  301.  302, 321-.'i24,  326-338,  356,  359,  379, 
380.  .m^.  388.  .189.  393,  394,  396,  413.  424-429.  496-499,  502.  503.  649,  661 

Change  of  signals 499 

Condition  and  neetis  of 80,  98, 105, 1 10, 1 13, 146, 156, 165, 170 

193, 207. 21 1 ,  289,  308,  309,  31 1 ,  324,  434,  4a'),  514, 542,  586, 607, 634,  638 


•Same  hs  C.  B.  S.  William  11.  Webb. 
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West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron— ContiDUMl. 

l>isix»dlion  of  vessels 477,J 

Ocnerul  alTnirs  at Ifl."!,  1T2, 2S3ii 

346, 372. 390,  *«.  nin,  M2,  HHi-RM.  5S9, 5G0, 603,  tiW,  607,  tUS.  B23, 650 

GuDboAtswrvitigwilh  Mortar  Ftotittn»  [Mr!  of 157,170 

PenMCols  navy  yiinJ  «  lippwL  for — HVI 

Purctuiacof  vcasels  For  service  in , t>M 

Veasela  ordered  to  duty  in 82,  IM,  171, 174.238.  Sin.  ftlO 

West  OtUf  BloekAding  Squadron,  Officers  of.    Corrcspnndpnre  with  Benja- 
min F,  Butk'r 227 

Weefc  Indiee,   Commanding  Officers  in  wat*rs  of.    Corrvspoiiditot'e  with 

Alexander  Milne ..,,.,... 616 

West,  John  A.  A.     McntioDcd ..^ 337 

West,  Wim&m.     Xluntioiictl BS3 

Wliarton,  Arthur  D.     Mt^ntiooed 132 

Wharton, E.  C.     MenIioite<I 7W,S17,S40 

Wheeler,  Oharles.     Menlioi«'d (i83 

Wheeler,  Nicholaa.     Mentioned 461 

Wheloiif  James.     Mentionwl ^ 

White,  James  L.     Mentioned - Ml 

White,  John.     Mmiinmd ._ 6R3 

White,  Samuel  F.     Mwitionrd 461 

Whiteman,  H.  C.     CWn^pundenre  with  Danifl  R(i|q;lefl 785 

Whiteman,  Lewis.     See  Ltunt  WW/rmon,  U.  S.  Ann}/  tramporl. 

Whiteside,  James  E.     Mentioned 922 

Whitney,  Cbailes.     Mentioned 42 

Wickliffe,  Robert  C.     Moniioned 1!)I),2I5 

Widdis,  Joseph.     Mentioned -...,.,,., .346 

Wier,  A.  R.     Mentioned , 460-471,470 

Wigg,  aeorge.     Menii.iued 176,270 

Wiggin,  Alexander  B.     Mentioned 515,517-519 

Wiggin,  Oeorg*. 

MenlJoned 315, 327. 328, 330. 478, 519, 522,  .'595,612, 62:1, 625, 626 

Report  of  Mnking  of  U.  S.  S.  Colonel  Kirwnwn,  Kebniarj  23.  1S63 624 

Wiggins,  Charles.     Jhleuiioood 42 

Wilder,  G.  W.     Mentioned ^.-.^ SSt*.  7.38,  742 

Wiley,  Robert.     Mentioned 270 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Fwrsput....' 603 

Montiooed 184. 286,  535, 536, 582, 500, 508,  fifH,  rtOS,  623 

Wilkinson,  F.  D.     Mentioned 337 

William.  Bacon,  V.  S.  mortar  auliooner.     Mentioned 90, 100, 113 

William  Bagley,  ConfederRl4'  steamer.     Mentioned 656 

William  E.  Chester,  Confederate  filuop.    Capture  of,  Novemlier  20,  1862 359,360 

William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  bark. 

Cnpturcs  mode  by 173,17^209-211 

Condition  of — — i 280 

Hill.  F.  S.,  appcHnt«d  locomiiuind 622 

Mentioned 406,478,  500.  595.609,638,  Wl.  662,710,  734 

Orders  for  raovements _-._...., ,,.,.. 58!* 

William  L.  Spriggs,  Sehooner.     Mentioned 17K,  407 

Williams,  Gtizen.     Mentioned 743 

WiUiama,  Enginwr.     Mintioncd .       627 

WiUiaxus,  Mttt>l«r.     Mentioned 208 
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Williams,  Beverly  S.    Mentioned 183 

WilUame,  C.  P.     Sec  C.  P.  WiUiamn,  U.  S.  itchooner. 

WiUiama,  C.  H.    Mentioned 444 

Williams,  Charles  (Quarter  gunner).    Mentioned GK\ 

Williams,  Charles  (Quartermaster).    Mentioned 683 

Williams,  Edward.    Mentioned 55S 

Williams,  Frederick.    Mentioned 2(>1 

Williams,  George.    Mentioned 47 

Williams,  Hezizy  (Landsman,  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi).    Mentioned 683 

Williams,  Henry  (Ijandsman,  U.  S.  S.  Monongahcla).    Mentioned 688 

Williams,  James.    MeDtioned 3:^,517,520 

Williams,  John,  3d.    Mentioned 557 

Williams,  John  H.    Mentioned 557 

Williams,  R.    Mentioned 40 

Williams,  Bichard.    Mentioned 689 

Williams,  Thomas. 
Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 108 

Davis,  Charles  H 50 

Mentioned 4,6,7,17,29,30,35,49,52,53,55,63,83,96,97. 

100, 109,  U2, 114. 116-119, 121, 130,  707,  712, 714, 715, 719,  749.  750, 771 

Report  of  operations  at  Baton  Rouge.  La 107 

Statement  regarding  destruction  of  mortar  schooner  Sidney  C.  Jones 34 

Williams,  William.    Mentioned 49S 

Williamson,  Robert.    Mentioned 39 

Willke,  H. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  of  Texas  legislature  to 46>' 

Mentioned 2(M 

Report  of  affair  at  Padre  Island,  Texas,  December  7, 1862 397 

Will-o'-the-Wisp,  Schooner.     Mentioned 108, 230 

Wilson,  Landsman.    Mentioned 201 

Wilson,  Paymaster's  clerk.    Mentioned 132 

Wilson,  Alex.    Mentioned 558 

Wilson,  Byron.    Mentioned 6 

Wilson,  Charles  W.    Mentioni'd 641, 673 

Wilson,  George  R.    Mentioned 232,233,473,794 

Wilson,  Henry. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S,  Pampero 622 

Mentioned 79,340,446,478,553,595,622,641,665,747 

Keixjrt  of  recapture  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  January  1,  1863 439 

Wilson,  John  A. 

PiXtract  from  ptipers  of.     Operations  of  C.  S.  rum  Arkansas 132 

Mentioned 69,70 

Wilson,  M.  F.    Mentioned 557 

Wilson,  William.    .Mentioned 23H 

Winchester,  Mr.    Mentioned 175 

Winchester,  Mndame.     Mentioned 777 

Winchester,  B.  Felix. 

Mentioned .i:J7.  H(IS,  809 

Report  of  engagement  on  Bayou  Teche,  Louimana,  January  14.  ISlVt 522 

Winchester,  J.  Richard.    Mentioned 522 

Wingate, .    Mentiom-d 804 

WingA^id,  James  H.    Mentionetl 702 
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Winn*,  John.    MfmUoD«d .TTT^^TT^T 42 

Winona,  U.  S.  S. 

Menlioned 12fi,  127,  Hft,2(l(t,  237,24.T,  .Wl,  IttG,  .TOft.  Il.'W,  ;i4S,  ^fcifl.  .'»7l,  :»72,;i7M, 

'  3SS,  asii,  390.  41/'.,  47S,  59,%  m?,  (141,  B.W,  70fi,  730,  7.^1,  7r».  7til,  777,  778 

Operations  in  Miteidsippi  River. 

AguinKl  Vii'kslmrg.  Mihs.,  and  C  S.  mm  Arkatuuis ,... fi,.8»!20.:i4-3l} 

Engagemeut  willi  biitt«rj  off  Profit  Islnud ..............       406 

Op<>rationit  off  Mobile,  Ala ,'...  171.106 

Ordpra  for  iii«vrui«ula 76,3(3,380 

Winter,  Eliaha.     Mrntinued I9C 

Wisconsin  Troops.     Mcnlinned.     Infunlry — Rc^nient«:  41  li,  37, 30, 441. 

Wise,  George  D.     Report  of  piuisAgv  ot  C.  S.  rum  Arkan«is  from  Yaz<x>  Kircr  (u 

Vii'ksbuiTg,  MitM.,»mlengikgemenU)with  I'Vlcral  v*'«scls,  July  15,  IHH2  3 

Wissahickou,  V.  S.  S. 

C'umliliou  of SI,  112 

MentiooBd 5,  7(W,  748 

Ordrrs  for  moTctucnts 76 

WithexB,  John.     Meotiooed 829 

Wlthington,  Snmner  A. 

Xkiilioned 209,211 

Report  of  capturo  of  schooner  Roindc«r,  September  17,  ISli2. 210 

Witt,  AUen  B. 

M('nticmed Ifl7 

Report  of  skinnish  on  Bavou  Bonfouca,  Loui«ikiiA......,.,H..».. HOO 

Wode,  Ao^ustua.     MontiuniKl .^.........^. 55H 

Wood,*  Lieutcnnnt.     Mentioned..... .........;.......i.^ S&i 

Wood,  George  W.     Menlioned 478,  505,  Ml 

Wood,  Haria  A.     St'f  Maria  A.  Wocd,  V.  S.  tdbonrr. 

Woodfleld,  Hemy.     Mentioned 441.443.401 

Woodland,  George.     Corrvspondenre  with  Charles  K.  Jm-k 34 

Woods,  Sallie.     Sec  SaRie  Wood*.  U.  S.  Ann)f  tmntporl.  • 

Woods,  Thomas.     Mentioned 47 

Woodward,  T.  D.     Mentioned 7(*4,«0O 

Woodward,  W.     Mentioned 70 

Woodworth,  Belim  E. 
Corrpsjirindprir*'  with 

Bell.H.  H 287 

Farmgul.  D.G ^ 24:1,240,247,303 

Court  of  enquiry  od ,.,.,„-., 307 

Mentioned 295,297. 301, 304, 305. 325,  721-728 

Rrlioved  of  tiuinmand  of  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jai^kson ,.-.**».fc,-..  -        310 

Report  of  diimii^gt'  to  IJ.  S.  S.  .1.  P.  Jacknin  fruni  fin! 288 

Restored  to  command  of  I'.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jscknon 311 

WooHey,  Oharlea.     Mentioned 070 

Word,  William  W.     Mentioned „.. 506 

Worth,  Algernons.     Meulioued 835,840 

Wright,  Jvidge.     Mentioned ., 406 

Wright,  QuarlwniastcT.     Mentioned , 744,  746 

Wright,  James.     Mentioned , ', S)7,  508 

Wyatt,  J.  Harry.     Mpntioned 182 

Wyatt,  Robert  T.     Mentioned 679 
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Ptute. 

Tancey,  Stephen.     Mentioned 845 

Yazoo  Biver,  MiamasJppi. 

Engagement  between  C.  S.  ram  ArkaDdaa  and  Federal  vessels  in.     See  Arkan- 
toe,  C.  8.  ram.    Ptusage  of,  from  Yazoo  River,  etc.,  July  16-SS,  186S. 

Operations  in.    Communicatioos  from  Navy  Department,  C.  S 788 

York,  Edward.     Mentioned 5 

Yorktown,  Confederate  steamer.    Loss  of 238-240 

Young,  Jonathan. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pembioa 387 

Mentioned 641 

Young  America,  Barkentine.    Mentioned „ 593, 742, 743 

Youngblood,  J.  W.     Mentioned 705 

Young  GuBtave,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  October  21,  1862 385 

Young  Turk,  Vessel.     Mentioned 407 

Zambrano,  Juan  A. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  French 195,293 

Mentioned 291,294,295 

Zimmemian,  Charles.     Mentioned 461 

Zimmerman,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 31, 442, 446, 449, 456,  460,  490 

Zunts,  Mr.    Mentioned 821-^4 


